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Kansas Sesquicentennial Planning Meeting 
Kansas Historical Society, Museum Classrooms, Topeka 
November 13, 2009 
90 in attendance 
 
Jennie Chinn, Kansas Historical Society (KSHS) 
 
Jennie called the meeting to order. 
 
A survey was distributed at registration to identify interest in holding workshops across 
the state on nine program-related topics.  If there was enough interest on any of the 
topics, the Society would organize workshops.  Jennie asked for help from other 
individuals and organizations to teach the workshops.  Attendees were to complete the 
survey and leave it at the registration desk. The Historical Society will tally the results 
and share that information with the group.   
 
Jennie mentioned that KSHS, Inc., the private not-for-profit foundation that operates the 
Museum Store, is willing to create Kansas 150 merchandise that could be wholesaled 
depending upon interest. If individuals and communities were interested in the 
availability of merchandise that they could sell locally, she asked that this be noted on the 
survey. 
 
Jennie presented an overview of the last meeting held at the Kansas Museum of History 
on August 23, 2009. 
 

- There is no state appropriation or commission for Kansas 150 
- This will be a grassroots effort 
- State agencies have received major budget cuts in the last fiscal years, between 17 

and 25%, and are often working with skeletal crews 
- State agencies will support the sesquicentennial through their established 

programs and services 
- The Governor’s Cultural Affairs Council will serve as advisory committee 
- The KSHS has sought private funding for the sesquicentennial. Several of our 

requests have already been turned down, but are continuing our efforts. 
- Fundraising at the local level may be more likely 
 

Jennie said that despite the lack of appropriation, this group is excited and capable of 
making this the best state celebration, “We can do!” 
 
Mary Madden, KSHS, Director of Education and Outreach, is the Kansas 150 state 
coordinator. She is working with members of the Governor’s Cultural Affairs Council: 
Jennie Chinn, KSHS; Llewellyn Crain, Kansas Arts Commission; Julie Mulvihill, Kansas 
Humanities Council; Marc Galbraith, Kansas State Library; Becky Blake, Kansas Travel 
and Tourism. 
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The kickoff event will be January 29, 2010. Even though there is construction at the 
Capitol, they have cleared the way for an event to be held there on this date. 
 
Regional group priorities that were reported from the last meeting are: 
 

- Focus on themes 
- Build on what’s already in place 
- Promote Kansas products 
- Emphasize what is unique to Kansas 
- Commemoration not celebration, be inclusive of our diverse history 
- Include legacy projects 
- Form partnerships 

 
Mary Madden, KSHS 
Mary reported that the priority from the last meeting was for the advisory committee to 
decide who would have access to the Kansas 150 logo, the issue of licensing, and to 
create a Kansas 150 web site. The logo is currently available on the kshs.org website and 
will be on the KS150.org website as soon as that website is created. The logo is free and 
available for any individuals and organizations to use who are promoting the Kansas 
150th. There will be no licensing required. The KS150.org website in progress.  We hope 
to have it created and hosed by Kansas.gov and be online by spring 2010. The website 
will include marketing toolkits with the logo, sample news releases, and other publicity 
materials; an events calendar for the public; and the ability for individuals and 
organizations working on Kansas 150 activities to share their ideas and resources with 
each other. 
 
Mary will send an email to everyone who has attended the public meetings (August 23 or 
November 13 or sent an email address to her to add to the list) with the minutes of this 
meeting. For those interested in providing further details about their events to be included 
in the November minutes, please contact Mary before December 1.  Until the KS150.org 
website is operational, Mary will send a monthly email to everyone on the email list to 
share new information.  Please contact her to share your information. 
 
The U.S. Postal service is interested in creating a commemorative stamp for Kansas 150. 
The design of that stamp is yet to be determined, but the USPS will provide guidance for 
the process. Some audience members suggested involving high school students in the 
design, as had been done with the state quarter. 
 
A list of attendees to the public meeting in August can be picked up at the registration 
desk along with today’s list of attendees.  
 
The year 2011 also begins the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. Federal legislation has 
been proposed to commemorate the Civil War, which could offer event-funding 
possibilities from the National Endowment for the Humanities.  A handout was provided 
summarizing the proposed legislation.   
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The Kansas Cultural Affairs Council presented their plans at the last meeting. A few 
other agencies were here today with updates. 
 
Marc Galbraith, Kansas State Library 
 
Marc reported that his agency put together a planning committee. The State Library is 
home to the Center of the Book. They are planning a number of projects with 150 themes. 
Kansas Reads, their annual statewide project, will select a Kansas book for 2011. Kansas 
Reads to Preschoolers picks a book each year and in 2011 will use a book with a Kansas 
theme. They will be working with libraries across the state to plan book festivals and will 
use an online site encourage public participation in identifying 150 significant Kansas 
books. They will look for opportunities to promote this list of books in the media. 
 
Gale Cengage, a book supplier, approached the State Library with an idea to create a 
Kansas 150 database with 150 primary sources relating to Kansas history. The book 
supplier will make contacts with the repositories and create an online database with the 
information and will commission essays to accompany the information. 
 
Local libraries will be commemorating the sesquicentennial with many types of events. 
The State Library will put together a toolkit and a blog to help local libraries with these 
efforts. They also plan to create a YouTube video that will promote these various 
projects. 
 
Kris Shaw, Kansas Department of Education 
  
Kris commented that her agency was planning similar activities to the State Library and 
would work in conjunction with Marc to coordinate efforts. 
 
The Department of Education is planning to feature Kansas themed books and encourage 
teachers to take one day a week to read these books sometime close to Kansas Day 2011, 
which is a Saturday. They would seek community volunteers to share the books in local 
schools. KSDE would develop a Kansas 150 page to tally activities, provide links to 
schools, which would have pictures and videos of related activities, and KSDE will link 
to the Read Kansas! lessons published by KSHS as supplemental tools. 
 
Jennie Chinn, KSHS 
 
The goal for all of the Kansas 150 activities is to link back to KS150.org. The local 
communities also set goals at the last planning meeting. This is their time to report back 
on those projects and what they’ve been working on since that time. 
 
Donna Fuller, Independence, MO 
 
As historical artists offering weavers, blacksmithing, fiber arts, and including young 
children as artists, she is hoping to work with communities to integrate these types of 
living history efforts. 
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Contact: Lady of the Looms 
1426 S. Dodgion 
Independence MO 64055 
816-836-5098 
ladyofthelooms@yahoo.com 
 
Kansas Lottery 
 
The Lottery is working on a prize ticket for Kansas 150 that may be worth $150,000. 
They will be seeking four scenes from different parts of the state. Communities could 
submit ideas. Images could be landscapes, people, or places. It would not be appropriate 
to involve students in this effort since minors cannot be involved in ticket purchases or 
promotion of tickets.  
 
Grant Glenn, Native Sons and Daughters 
 
Beard contests are always popular during anniversaries. Why not include a beard-
growing contest? The Native Sons and Daughters always have a high school art contest in 
conjunction with their annual event held around Kansas Day. The art is featured on a 
poster/calendar and available for sale for $3 wholesale and $5 retail. This is also part of 
their scholarship efforts. 
 
Paula Langworthy, Mid-America All Indian Center, Wichita 
 
Paula met with local groups and set several dates for events in 2011. 
 
January 29 – Kauffman Museum will have an exhibit opening 
July 30-31 – Statewide Pow Wow, which will include an American Indian art market 
October 30, December 23-24 – Medicine Lodge Peace Treaty performance 
 
The groups are also working on developing a traveling exhibit on American Indian 
contemporary work that features items in their collections. 
 
Carol Yoho, Shawnee County Historical Society 
 
Carol has been in contact with the great-great grandson of Chief Abram Burnett, a 
Potawatomi leader involved in treaty negotiations who is buried near Topeka. Gary Wis-
Ki-Ge-Amatyuk, Jr., presents a program for students about his ancestor. Carol proposed 
an effort to assist Mr. Wis-Ki-Ge-Amatyuk with a travel stipend so that he could make 
presentations to local schools and also to visit the grave of Chief Burnett. 
 
Jennie Chinn, KSHS 
 
This would be a good example of a way to partner. Several communities can go together 
to help share the cost of fees.  
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Ride Into History 
  
Ann Birney and Joyce Thierer have been doing historical performances around the state 
since 2004 (Ride into History) and are working on new packages for Kansas 150. They 
are developing a Chautauqua-like low cost program for middle schools that would also 
entail evening performances. This program is a way for communities to “grow” their own 
speaker’s bureaus. Joyce and Ann are working with the Kansas Arts Commission and the 
Kansas Humanities Council. Joyce’s book, Telling Our History, is available and is a 
manual for first-person presentations.  
 
Contact information: ridehist@satelephone.com 
     
Sally Hatcher, Kansas Barn Alliance 
 
The Kansas Barn Alliance is promoting a “paint your barn” contest. They are hoping for 
enthusiastic participation with more than one barn per county. The elements that must be 
present are a sunflower, the dates “1861-2011,” and the word “Kansas.” 
 
Shelby Hoytal, Kansas Volunteer Commission 
 
This organization promotes service-oriented projects for K-12. They will be promoting 
special projects for Kansas 150. They are affiliated with the Department of Education and 
can be found at ksde.org and kanserve.org. 
 
Jennie Chinn, KSHS 
 
Mary and Jennie met with a representative of Kansas Campus Compact.  They represent 
a consortium of colleges that will be promoting service projects as part of Kansas 150. 
More information can be found at k-state.edu/kscc and kansascorps.org. 
 
Jean Svadlenak, Independent Consultant 
 
The 10th District Court is marking its 150th anniversary in 2011. They want to partner 
with Kansas 150 events. Commemorative projects include a book on the history of the 
courts by Michael Hoeflich due out January 2011; signature events will be held in Kansas 
City, Kansas, Topeka, and Wichita; they have invited a U.S. Supreme Court justice to 
give a Landon Lecture at Kansas State University; they are working on naturalization 
proceedings to be held around the state, which local communities can host, that are 
traditionally held on Citizenship Day, September 15; there will be an exhibit on the 
history of naturalization and citizenship in Kansas, which can be hosted by libraries, 
museums, and other venues; and they will be looking for images of past naturalization 
proceedings and other relevant citizenship photographs.      
 
Contact information: jsvadlenak@kc.rr.com 
 
Thad Beach 
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Thad is a full-time entertainer, musician, songwriter, storyteller, and teaching artist. He is 
working on a project to songsmith the sesquicentennial. He will be doing research: 
conducting oral histories with families, in the community, at senior centers, and will 
develop a flier on his programs. 
 
Contact information: thadbeach@sbcglobal.net 
 
Jennie Chinn, KSHS 
 
It’s important to remember the arts in commemorating Kansas 150.  
 
Martha Slater Farrell, Diamond W Wranglers 
 
Martha’s husband, Jim Farrell, a performer with the Diamond W Wranglers, and she are 
offering as a gift the use of Jim’s song, “Rolling Kansas Plains.” 
 
Larry Biles, Kansas Forest Service 
 
The United Nations has declared 2011 the International Year of Forests. As part of that 
resolution, the Kansas Forest Service will be working on projects that connect with 
Kansas 150.They will be planning Arbor Day activities in 2011 and perhaps will consider 
an event close to January 29.  
 
Contact information: kansasforests.org 
 
Darrell Sondfeld, Flint Hills 
 
Wearing several hats that include the Flint Hills region. They are hoping to promote local 
celebrations. The Flint Hills Overland Wagon Train offers weekend excursions that can 
enhance events, they can help provide props and help with parades. Darrell lives in 
Tecumseh and would like to be able to enhance activities being planned there for Kansas 
150. 
 
Jennie Chinn, KSHS 
 
Parades are a popular activity in Kansas and a good way to get communities involved in 
the commemoration. 
 
Keta Kelly, Leavenworth Kansas Sampler Festival 
 
Leavenworth is host to the Kansas Sampler Festival in 2010 and 2011. Leavenworth was 
the first city in Kansas. Online registration is available at kansassampler.org. They hope 
to see strong participation from communities in 2010 and that this year’s event will drive 
attendance at the 2011 event. 
 
Sherry Best, Sabatini Gallery, Topeka-Shawnee County Public Library 
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The Sabatini Gallery is planning upcoming exhibits on women’s history. They have an 
annual exhibit of art for children and also are planning exhibits that touch on Kansas in 
the military and Kansas artists. In addition the library offers reading groups, film series, 
summer reading programs, and works with the State Library. Kansas authors coming here 
to present programs may be willing to visit other communities in the area. One of the 
library programs involves students in producing materials and the library hopes to share 
those materials related to Kansas’ history. 
 
Contact information: sbest@tscpl.org 
 
Debbie Devine, Kansas Quilters 
 
Quilt organizations are interested in being involved in the commemorations. They can be 
involved with fundraisers and other types of community activities.  
 
Nancy Mahoney, Spencer Art Museum 
 
For 2011 the Spencer is planning an exhibit on American Indian art and the historical 
issue of Indian removal in the 1800s and hopes to connect with contemporary artists.  
 
Shirley Funk, Lecompton 
 
Shirley encourages communities to incorporate the 34 star flag into their 
commemorations. The flag can be the consistent element between all of the community 
activities. It is important to recognize the flag’s role in U.S. history. 
 
Roger Ringer, Medicine Lodge 
 
Roger is the vice president for the Western Music Association Kansas Chapter and is 
working on a live musical performance that incorporates 150 years of statehood. He is 
putting together 30 pieces for the performance and is in discussion with Smoky Hill 
Public Television, which would record the event for broadcast. He hopes that it could be 
broadcast across the state. Roger is hoping to find a venue at a historic theater, such as 
the Fox Theater in Hays. He is also hopeful that a student symphony could perform the 
opening and closing pieces. He initially had thought that there might be performances in 
different regions across the state, but that is proving too difficult to organize.  
 
Jennie Chinn, KSHS 
 
Since budgets are tight, we want to wait to schedule our next meeting. We will keep in 
touch via electronic means. Mary will send a monthly eblast. Please remember to leave 
your completed surveys at the registration desk. 
 
Jennie challenged participants to go out and tell five more people about this effort. Seeing 
the number of new participants since the last meeting she could tell that had already 
begun. 
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Mary Madden, KSHS 
 
We will distribute the meeting notes. If you would like to add more content, please 
contact Mary at mmadden@kshs.org  
 
Share other ideas. If you hear about a program, want to work with another community, or 
have other ideas, please let Mary know.  
 
Post-meeting information 
 
Dave Heineman suggested a time capsule and working with the Kansas Speedway to 
promote Kansas 150. 
 
Survey Results Ranked in order of interest: 
 

1.  (24)  How to promote and market your event. 
 
2. (23)  Ideas for developing Kansas 150 projects with a legacy that will last 
 
3. (23) Info on funding from Kansas 150 partners 
 
4. (20) How to create educational materials for K-12 students that schools will 

use. 
 
5. (18) Engaging multi-culturally diverse communities in Kansas 150 

commemorations, including American Indian, Hispanic, African American, 
etc. 

 
6. (10) Step-by-step program planning, implementation and evaluation. 
 
7. (9) How to get roadside signs for your attraction. 

 
8. (8) How to expand your audience by accommodating people with disabilities 

at your venue, through your website and other media. 
 
9. (3) How to place a property on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 
A number of people offered to help with one of the workshops.  Thank you, we will be in 
touch. 
 
Also, many organizations indicated that they were interested in purchasing wholesale 
sesquicentennial merchandise for resale. 
 
Thank you all for completing this survey! 


