
 
 
About the Kansas Historical Foundation 
 
The Kansas Historical Foundation is the member, retail, fund raising, and fund management 
organization that supports and promotes Kansas history through the work of the Kansas 
Historical Society. An IRS determined 501(c)(3) non-profit, the Foundation is governed by a 
board of directors, and serves nearly 3,000 members. The organization meets its mission by 
raising private funds to assit the Kansas Historical Society with their outreach programs such as 
K-12 curriculum materials, accessibility of materials through digitization, endowments for 
acquiring rare artifacts and documents, maintenance and operation of historic sites, and support 
for museum exhibits. 

The Kansas Historical Foundation shares its history with the Kansas Historical Society. 
Established by the Kansas Editors’ and Publishers’ Association in 1875, the member 
organization governed by a board of directors originally collected newspapers and manuscripts 
from the Bleeding Kansas era.  

In 1879 the organization became a trustee of the state and maintained its growing 
collecting in the Kansas State Capitol. In 1905 the organization became the repository of official 
government records, and finally moved to its own facility, the GAR Memorial Hall, in 1914. 
There the single organization with multiple functions operated until the museum relocated to 
west Topeka in 1984, and the remaining offices moved in 1995.  

The Kansas Legislature separated the state agency functions from the member 
organization in 2001.   
  
 
About this gift 
 
Members of the Kansas Historical Foundation board of directors will receive the generous grant 
from the Dane G. Hansen Foundation.  

“The Kansas Historical Foundation, and our sister organization, the Kansas Historical 
Society, are celebrating our 140th anniversary this year,” said Paul Stuewe, president of the 
Foundation. “We are truly appreciative of the Hansen Foundation’s generosity and we are proud 
to share in this joint anniversary commemoration. Their grant will allow thousands of school 
children and families to take a virtual step into Kansas’ past. We want families to be inspired as 
they enter the museum galleries and to share their excitement with others.” 

For more information on the Kansas Historical Foundation, visit kshs.org/khf. 


