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GRAVESIDE CONVERSATIONS TELL THE STORY OF FORT HAYS 
 

Cemetery Tours at Historic Fort Hays October 24 
 
 

 
HAYS, Kan.—The Kansas Historical Society announced that Fort Hays State Historic Site will host 
“Graveside Conversations” at Fort Hays Cemetery Saturday, October 24.  Tours will be offered at 
7:30, 8:30 and 9:30 p.m.  There is no charge for the tour but reservations must be made by 
calling Fort Hays at 785-625-6812 or by e-mailing the fort at thefort@kshs.org. 
 
Fort Hays was active from 1867 until 1889 and during those 22 years, at least 175 people were 
buried in the fort cemetery.  Some of those deaths were the result of gunfights on the streets of 
Hays City and battles with American Indians.  Far more, however, were the result of disease and 
accidents.  Visitors will be able to hear how a few of these individuals lived and died from Fort 
Hays volunteers portraying “residents” of the cemetery. Among them are two soldiers who died 
in a shootout on the streets of Hays City, a young girl who died of typhoid fever, a mother 
looking for her daughter, and a soldier who died in combat with some American Indians north 
of Fort Hays.   
 
Fort Hays State Historic Site is located four miles south of I-70 exit 157 at Hays.  The site is one of 
16 administered by the Kansas Historical Society.  For more information contact Fort Hays State 
Historic Site, 1472 Highway 183 Alt., Hays KS  67601-9212: 785-625-6812; thefort@kshs.org; 
kshs.org. 

  
The Kansas Historical Society does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its 
programs.  The Historical Society requests prior notification to accommodate individuals with special needs or disabilities. 

 


