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TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR’S DAY  
AT FIRST TERRITORIAL CAPITOL STATE HISTORIC SITE 

______________________________________ 
 

FORT RILEY, KS—The Kansas Historical Society announced that the Partners of First Territorial Capitol 
(PFTC) will host a Territorial Governor’s Day event 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Saturday, June 18 at First Territorial 
Capitol State Historic Site on the Fort Riley army post at 693 Huebner Road. Photo identification is 
required for admission to the post. This family-friendly event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, call 785-784-5535. 
 
Territorial Governor’s Day commemorates the 150th anniversary of Kansas statehood and the beginning 
of the Civil War. Visitors can sample life from the state’s territorial times. Historic re-enactors will 
portray people that made history at the site of Kansas’ first territorial capitol nearly 160 years ago. There 
will be encampments of mountain and plains men, trappers and traders, homesteaders, Fort Riley’s 
period artillery and cavalry, and the notorious “bogus” legislators. The Kaw Nature Trail has also been 
reopened for hikers to explore. There will be a variety of food vendors and costumed PFTC members will 
serve home-baked fruit pies.  
 
In June 1855 Andrew Reeder, the first territorial governor of Kansas arrived at Pawnee, a small settlement 
near the boundary of Fort Riley. Reeder had designated it as the capital city of the territory. Earlier he 
had called for the contentiously elected first territorial legislature to convene at Pawnee July 2 in the 
recently erected stone capitol. Though the legislature met there for only five days, the uncompromising 
actions that transpired in the unfinished building set the standard for the attitudes that eventually led to 
the Civil War.   
 
First Territorial Capitol is one of 16 state historic sites operated by the Kansas Historical Society. The 
Historical Society operates the site in conjunction with the Partners of First Territorial Capitol.  

 
The Kansas Historical Society does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its 
programs. The Historical Society requests prior notification to accommodate individuals with special needs or disabilities.  


