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HOLLENBERG PONY EXPRESS STATION COMMEMORATES KANSAS 150  
WITH TWO EVENTS 

 
150th Anniversary Re-ride – 7 a.m. Thursday, June 9, 2011 

“From Cattle Drives to Cell Phones: Kansas Cowboy History and Poetry” – 2 p.m. Saturday, June 25, 2011 
______________________________________ 

 
HANOVER, KS—The Kansas Historical Society announced that Hollenberg Pony Express Station State Historic Site 
will offer two events to commemorate the 150th anniversary Kansas statehood.  
 
A Pony Express re-ride, also commemorating the 150th anniversary of the termination of the Pony Express, will take 
place at approximately 7 a.m. Thursday, June 9. The Pony Express rider will arrive at the station and hand off the 
mochilla (mail pouch) to the next rider.  
 
A program by “Poet Lariat” Ron Wilson will be presented 2 p.m. Saturday, June 25, at Kloppenberg Center, 512 E 
North Street, Hanover. The program, “From Cattle Drives to Cell Phones: Kansas Cowboy History and Poetry,” is free 
and open to the public. For more information, contact Hollenberg Pony Express Station State Historic Site, 785-337-
2635. The program portrays the history of the cowboy in Kansas, including how the cowboy has been depicted in 
art, literature, and popular culture, such as Wild West shows, movies, and television. Wilson will also perform 
original cowboy poetry. 
 
Wilson is director of the Huck Boyd National Institute for Rural Development at Kansas State University. He has 
studied and written extensively about rural Kansas and speaks about rural Kansas entrepreneurs. Wilson is also a 
cowboy poet, having been proclaimed a “Poet Lariat” (not Laureate) in 2003 by Governor Bill Graves. He has also 
received the Horizon Award from the Heartland Chapter of the Academy of Western Artists.  

 
About the site: In 1857 Gerat Hollenberg built a one-room cabin on his land, sure that he could improve his 
mercantile business by locating it closer to the St. Joseph Branch of the Oregon-California Trail. A century and a half 
later, the cabin remains to help tell the stories of the pioneers on the trail, the Pony Express riders, and the 
Hollenberg family. The Hollenberg cabin, designated a National Historic Landmark, has been preserved and includes 
hands-on exhibits geared toward children. The visitor center and museum houses exhibits on westward expansion 
and the Pony Express. The Hollenberg Pony Express Station State Historic Site is one of 16 historic sites operated by 
the Kansas Historical Society. 

 
The Kansas Historical Society does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its programs.  The Historical Society requests 
prior notification to accommodate individuals with special needs or disabilities. 


