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May 16, 2011 
 

HISTORIC SITES BOARD OF REVIEW ANNOUNCES  
NEW NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS 

 
TOPEKA, KS—At its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka on 
Saturday, May 14, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to list five properties in the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and to forward six nominations to the office of the Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places in Washington, D.C., to be evaluated by their professional staff. If they concur with the 
board’s findings, the properties will be included in the National Register.  
 
The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant properties. 
Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National 
Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support public and private 
efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and archeological resources. Eligible properties 
must be significant for one or more of the four criteria for evaluation. Properties can be eligible if they 
are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
They can be eligible if they are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive 
construction can qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 
Lastly, properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or may be likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or history. The National Register recognizes properties of local, 
statewide, and national significance.  
 
The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant properties. 
Properties included in the National Register are automatically listed in the State Register. However, not 
all properties listed in the State Register are included in the National Register. The same general criteria 
are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion in the state register, but more flexibility is 
allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for eligibility. 
 
Below are summaries of the nominations: 

 
National Register of Historic Places 
 
Murray Hill School – 400 W Third Street, Chanute, Neosho County 
The Murray Hill School, built in 1951, occupies a site that has a long association with education in 
Chanute. The first school was built on the site in 1887, and when it burned in December 1901, the city 
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built a larger school on the same site. The first Murray Hill School was completed in November 1902. 
Population growth in the 1910s and again in the 1950s pushed the community to reassess local 
educational needs. The Topeka architecture firm Williamson & Loebsack, which was well known for 
their civic and educational designs in the 20th century, completed drawings for the new Cross School in 
October 1950 and the new Murray Hill School in February 1951. The two Chanute schools are very 
similar to each other in design and materials and reflect national trends for school design. The simple 
form of the Modern Movement, with minimal architectural ornament and a strong horizontal emphasis 
was often employed in the design of post-WWII elementary schools. The Murray Hill School retains 
many of its simple, Modern Movement architectural features and its historic interior configuration. In 
2008, the Unified School District built a new consolidated Chanute Elementary School on the outskirts 
of the city and closed the three elementary schools at the end of the 2008-2009 school year. The current 
owner plans to rehabilitate the building for a new use. It is nominated as part of the “Historic Public 
Schools of Kansas” multiple property nomination for its local educational and architectural significance.  
 
Russell County Jail & Sheriff’s Residence – 331 N Kansas Street, Russell, Russell County 
The Russell County Jail and Sheriff’s Residence was designed by Emporia-based architect Charles W. 
Squires and was built in 1907 by James L. Phinney. The building exhibits the Richardsonian Romanesque 
architectural style with its two crenellated corner bays or turrets and an imposing one-story porch with a 
massive stone archway. Although the Squires’ original plan called for a brick building, the material was 
changed to locally quarried limestone, which is abundant and used in other community and private 
buildings in Russell, including the 1902 courthouse. The building served both as a jail and as a residence 
for the sheriff and his family until 1958. Other Kansas communities, including Seneca and Washington, 
erected similar jail facilities. The Russell County Historical Society has operated a museum and genealogy 
office out of the building since 1968. The building is nominated for its association with local law 
enforcement history and its architecture.  
 
Dorrance State Bank – 512 Main Street, Dorrance, Russell County 
The Dorrance State Bank building is located on Main Street two blocks south of the Union Pacific 
railroad tracks and across the street from the National Register-listed Reiff Building. Dorrance was 
incorporated as a third-class city in 1910 with nearly 300 residents. It was home to photographer L. W. 
Halbe, who created more than 1,500 images between 1908 and 1912, which resulted in an exceptional 
photographic record of Dorrance and the bank building. The local bank was a common lending 
institution for area farmers and merchants during the early 1900s when Dorrance thrived as a small 
farming community. This one-story, freestanding commercial building was erected in 1905 to house the 
Citizens State Bank, which later became the Dorrance State Bank. The bank did not survive the Great 
Depression and the building was sold in 1936. The Dorrance Telephone Company used the building as a 
switchboard facility, and later it served as a barbershop. The current owner is rehabilitating the building. 
It is nominated for its local commercial history.  
 
Cross, H.C. and Susan, House – 526 Union Street, Emporia, Lyon County  
Civil War veteran and banker Harrison Cory (H.C.) Cross hired Emporia-based architect Charles W. 
Squires to design this high-style Queen Anne Free Classic residence. The house has an irregular hipped 
roof with lower cross gables, is clad with weatherboard and patterned shingles, a dominant round tower, 
classical porch columns, and a porte cochere. It was completed in 1894, just months before Cross’ 
untimely death, which led to the public revelation of his massive debt and the subsequent collapse of 
the First National Bank that he had organized with four others. His son Charles was left to handle much 
of this financial burden, which pushed him to suicide in 1898. The residence remained with H.C.’s 
widow Susan until her death in 1902. The house transitioned through several different owners including 
Dr. William Meffert, who purchased the house in 1909 to use as a private sanitarium, the Phi Sigma 
Epsilon fraternity, which used the residence as their first fraternity house, and later Scott Mouse who 
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operated a hotel in the house. Today, it is privately owned and is undergoing rehabilitation. It is 
nominated for its local social history and architecture.  
 
Hoke Building – 25 E First Avenue, Hutchinson, Reno County 
The Hoke Building was commissioned by Hutchinson real estate speculator and agri-businessman James 
S. Hoke and built in 1910. It is a four-story commercial block with retail shops on the lower level and 
office spaces on the upper levels. Its construction corresponded with the city’s transition from farm town 
to agricultural and industrial powerhouse. As Kansas farmers turned to wheat as a cash crop, Hutchinson 
found itself in the center of Kansas wheat country. The Hoke Building provided office space for a 
growing list of wheat-related businesses and organizations. Among the original occupants was the 
Hutchinson Board of Trade, a grain exchange founded in 1910. In addition to Hoke’s real estate office, 
the building housed eight grain company offices in 1912. The building also housed agricultural 
industries that were non-grain related, including a lab operated by bacteriologist Martin Dupray that 
developed animal inoculations and tested water and feed. Following the death of James Hoke, the 
building changed ownership several times until the Great American Life Insurance Company bought the 
building in 1952. Today, it is privately owned and rehabilitation is planned. It is nominated as part of 
the “Commercial & Industrial Resources of Hutchinson” multiple property nomination for its local 
commercial history.  
 
Sumner Elementary School – 1501 Fifth Avenue, Leavenworth, Leavenworth County 
Leavenworth’s Sumner Elementary School is located in a traditionally African American neighborhood 
surrounded by single-family residences and churches. The school was one of two elementary schools 
built to serve the community’s black students in the 19th century. Lincoln School served students living 
in North Leavenworth; Sumner served the students living in South Leavenworth. The first Sumner 
School was constructed on this site in 1866. By 1915, the original building was unable to meet the needs 
of its 185 students. Architect Charles Ashley Smith was hired to design the two-story brick Commercial-
style building, which was completed in 1925 under the direction of longtime principal and educational 
leader Blanch K. Bruce. The school continued to serve South Leavenworth’s African American 
community for more than three decades, until Leavenworth schools were desegregated following the 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka case. It closed after the 1968-69 school year. For decades 
following its closure, the school district used the building as a maintenance facility. The Pentecostal 
Church of the Apostolic Faith purchased the building in 2000 for use as a church activity center. It is 
nominated as part of the “Historic Public Schools of Kansas” multiple property nomination for its 
statewide significance in the areas of education and architecture and for its association with Bruce.  
 
Register of Historic Kansas Places 

 
Palmyra Masonic Lodge – 602, 604 High Street, Baldwin City, Douglas County 
Palmyra Masonic Lodge was one of the first Masonic Lodges in Kansas Territory, holding its first 
meetings in 1856 in the “open air.” It was granted a charter in 1859, and, until the late 1860s, the lodge 
met on the third floor of Baker University’s “College Building” (now known as Old Castle). The Masons 
then partnered with the local Odd Fellows organization to build a frame building that they leased to 
other organizations for meeting space. A fire destroyed the building in 1891, and it took the nearly three 
years to rebuild. The new Italianate building was dedicated on June 26, 1894. Like other fraternal 
buildings of that era, the first floor was designed to lease to local businesses. The second floor was 
divided into two principal spaces, a lodge room on the south end and a dining room on the north. Since 
the 1960s, the building has primarily been used for storage. In recent years, the building has been 
threatened with demolition. The new owner plans to rehabilitate the building. It is nominated for its 
local social history and architecture.  
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Beaumont Hotel – 11651 SE Main Street, Beaumont, Butler County 
The Beaumont Hotel was originally built in 1879 as a railroad hotel, but was significantly remodeled in 
1953 to serve as fly-in guests. The building took on its current form through the vision of local rancher 
James Clinton Squier. By the time Squier purchased the hotel and began remodeling it, his business 
associates were already using the adjacent pasture as a grass airstrip. Among the character-defining 
features from the mid-century remodel are viewing decks that were constructed to provide views to the 
surrounding Flint Hills landscape and the nearby grass airstrip. Soon, the hotel and its restaurant were 
attracting ranchers, hobby pilots, and day-trippers from nearby Wichita. In 1962, Squier removed the 
fence between the hotel and airstrip, thus beginning the tradition of pilots taxiing from the airstrip and 
parking their planes in front of the hotel. The building continues to serve as a hotel and restaurant. It 
was nominated for its local transportation and agricultural history.  
 
Beaumont State Bank – 11651 SE 116th Street, Beaumont, Butler County 
The Beaumont State Bank building was built in 1915 during a period of local prosperity and reflects the 
community’s second period of growth, fueled by its role as a railroad junction and oil town. Although 
Beaumont never met the expectations of 1880s boosters, it began to show signs of permanency in the 
early 20th century. Beaumont School graduated its first class in 1903. In 1905, William H. Squier opened 
a hardware store and a lumberyard on Main Street. The Beaumont State Bank was chartered with $10,000 
in capital on June 12, 1911, and by 1915 had moved from a “frame store building across Main Street” to 
a modern brick building. This was the town’s only lending institution, and it thrived during the 1910s 
and 1920s as the regional oil industry prospered. It did not survive the Great Depression and closed in 
1934. The building has remained in private ownership since the bank closure. It was nominated for its 
local commercial history.  
 
Hazlett-Hurd House – 820 NW Third Street, Abilene, Dickinson County 
The Hazlett-Hurd House, built in 1887 and redesigned in the 1920s, is located along a primary residential 
thoroughfare west of downtown Abilene. The house is named for two locally prominent men who lived 
in the home at different periods – Dr. Edward Hazlett and Arthur Hurd. Hazlett, who operated a busy 
medical practice and opened Abilene’s first hospital, built the house in 1887. His son Swede was a high 
school classmate and lifelong friend of Dwight Eisenhower’s, who later credited Swede with convincing 
him to apply for an appointment to the Naval Academy, and when that did not materialize, to West 
Point. Local attorney and Abilene mayor Arthur Hurd purchased the house in 1916, and by the mid-
1920s had significantly expanded the house to provide more parlor and bedroom space. After the 
renovation, the front porch featured simple porch columns and an adjacent pergola reflecting the more 
subdued Colonial Revival style. Importantly, though, it retained many Queen Anne stylistic features, 
too, including decorative wood shingles within the gables, the irregular footprint and roofline, interior 
woodwork, and general room arrangement. It doesn’t appear that their intentions were driven by 
architectural stylistic preferences, as they did not completely obscure or do away with the earlier Queen 
Anne influences. As a result, the house reflects two periods of development – the late 1880s and the mid-
1920s – and the tastes of both the Hazletts and the Hurds. Today, the residence functions as a bed-and-
breakfast. It was nominated for its local social history and architecture.  
 
Wilke, Fritz, House – 105 N Front Street, Inman, McPherson County 
Built circa 1881, the Fritz Wilke House is an excellent example of the National Folk tradition, which 
dominated residential architecture in the late 19th century post-railroad era. National Folk houses are 
typically modest and sometimes have stylistic detailing common to the period, but are best classified by 
their mass-produced materials and simplistic form and plan. The Wilke family emigrated from Germany 
to Kansas and purchased land in McPherson County in 1881. The Wilke property was representative of a 
typical 160-acre German immigrant farmstead in Kansas during the latter half of the nineteenth century. 
Wilke’s semi-subsistence farm appears to have remained small and diversified in relation to the growing 
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farming and ranching operations of the period with no particular specialization in swine, poultry, dairy, 
beef cattle, or grain production. The property remained in the Wilke family until the 1970s. The 
farmstead is no longer extant and was taken for the expansion of Highway 61, but the house has been 
saved and relocated to the nearby community of Inman. It was nominated for its architecture.  

 
Related Internet Links: 
 
National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 
Kansas Historical Society (national and state registers):  
http://www.kshs.org/p/national-and-state-registers/14635  
 
To see drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, visit:  
http://www.kshs.org/p/hsbr-meeting-may-14-2011/14633  

 
The Kansas Historical Society does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its 
programs. The Historical Society requests prior notification to accommodate individuals with special needs or disabilities.  

- END -
 


