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Kansas Memory Features African American History 
 
TOPEKA— In honor of Black History Month, the Kansas Historical Society has just released digitized 
correspondence from the Governor John St. John collection, which includes a full transcription of letters 
relating to the migration of African Americans to Kansas. After the Civil War many African Americans looking 
to flee the South chose Kansas as their future home. Groups who migrated after Reconstruction in 1879 and 
1880 became known as Exodusters.  
 
The letters in this collection were written by blacks who were considering a move to Kansas, persons assisting 
with or monitoring the migration, officials of cities along the route, and persons providing for the relief of the 
migrants upon their arrival.  
 
From Cain Sartain, Louisiana, March 30, 1879: 
 

Please inform me wheather your State has a State board of emigration organized in it or 
not. And what inducement dos the laws of your State provide for the facilitation of 
emigration into your State. Also wheather life and property is secure, the right of 
franchise respected, public education facilities in the interest of all citizens alike. There is 
a great number of my race of people in my State, are determined to leave it, for the causes 
of the insecurity of the above paragraph. They are a poor class of people, and anything 
like a half a showing they will prosper. 

 
The original documents in this collection can be viewed online at kansasmemory.org/item/210296. Find a 
further description of the collection under “External Links,”and full transcriptions at 
kshs.org/research/pdfs/st.john_exoduster_transcription.pdf.  
 
About Kansas Memory: This online digital archives contains items from the collections of the Kansas Historical Society including letters, diaries, 
photographs, government records, maps, museum artifacts, and historic structures in Kansas. More than 17,000 items and more than 209,000 images 
are contained within this site at kansasmemory.org.  

 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 
Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 
 


