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Celebrate Christmas Past at Fort Hays State Historic Site 
 
HAYS, KS—The Kansas Historical Society announced that Fort Hays State Historic Site will host a Victorian 
“Christmas Past” at Fort Hays State Historic Site 7-9 p.m. December 2-3. Admission fee is $5 for adults and $1 
for students. Kansas Historical Foundation members and children five and under are admitted free. Visitors are 
requested to begin at the Fort Hays Visitor Center, 1472 Hwy 183 Alt, Hays.  
 
The walkways will be lined with luminaries and the officers’ homes will be decorated in the Victorian style. 
Visitors can also sample homemade cookies (courtesy of area Girl Scout troops) and children will receive a 
bag of goodies from Father Christmas. Fort Hays volunteers, dressed in period clothing, will provide music. 
The Fort Hays String Academy will perform in the guardhouse on Friday evening. Also Friday Fort Hays State 
University’s Sigma Alpha Iota music sorority will sing carols in the Visitor Center. On Saturday Gary Hicks 
will demonstrate a spinning wheel in the officers’ quarters. Kansas Pacific Model Railroaders will display 
trains in the blockhouse both nights. 
 
Outside, visitors can board a horse-drawn wagon for a leisurely trip around the grounds. Rides are limited to 25 
people at a time and will stop at the officer’s home and the blockhouse. Behind the officers’ home, hot, spiced 
cider from over a campfire will warm up the riders. Near the guardhouse, soldiers will be making hot fried 
apples over another campfire.   
 
Fort Hays State Historic Site is located four miles south of I-70 exit 157 at Hays.  The site is one of 16 
administered by the Kansas Historical Society.  For more information contact 785-625-6812 or 
thefort@kshs.org. 
 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 
Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 
 


