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Seth Hays at Kaw Mission 
 
COUNCIL GROVE, KS— Ken McClintock will portray Seth M. Hays in the sixth presentation of the Kaw 
Councils 2011 educational program series at 2 p.m. Sunday, October 2, at Kaw Mission State Historic Site, 500 
N Mission Street. 
 
Hays, great-grandson of Daniel Boone, was born April 23, 1811. When Hays came to this area in 1847 he 
became the first person to settle in what is now the town of Council Grove. As a result of the peace treaty of 
1846, the Kanza tribe was relocated in 1848 to a reservation that encompassed the area known as Council Grove 
or the Neosho River crossing on the Santa Fe Road. He came to open a trading post for the Westport mercantile 
firm of Boone & Hamilton. After the treaty of 1846 it was illegal for anyone other than a Kanza or someone 
authorized by the federal government, such as the government agent who managed the reservation, to settle 
here. Hays came with a license from the federal government that made it legal to trade with the Kanza and to 
live within the boundaries of the reservation. He built a log structure northeast of the present day Hays House 
from which he sold merchandise for many years to the Kanza as well as travelers on the Santa Fe Road.  
 
McClintock, widely recognized for his knowledge of local history, has lived in Council Grove since birth. 
Presently McClintock and his wife Shirley manage the Trail Days Cafe and Museum for the Historic 
Preservation Corporation, a nonprofit organization. This historic stone building is also known as the 
Terwillinger Home. Built in 1861, it is the oldest stone home and the second oldest home remaining today 
alongside the Santa Fe Trail in Kansas. 
 
The Friends of Kaw Heritage, Inc. (FKH), and the Kansas Historical Society sponsor Kaw Councils 2011. Free 
refreshments compliments of FKH. Open to the public. Regular admission fee applies. For information, contact 
the mission at 620-767-5410, kawmission@kshs.org or visit kshs.org or friendsofkawheritage.org. 

 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 
Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 
 


