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May 14, 2012 
 

Three Kansas Listings Approved for National Register of Historic Places 
 
TOPEKA, KS—The Kansas Historical Society announced the newest National Register of 
Historic Places listings. These listings had been recommended by the Kansas Historic Sites 
Board of Review and were made official with the National Park Service’s approval April 16, 
2012. The new listings are a steam locomotive in Abilene, a Junction City residence, and a 
former department store in Augusta. 
 
The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 
properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 
Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 
support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 
archeological resources.  
 
Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four criteria for evaluation. 
Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they are associated with 
the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can qualify properties for the 
National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or method of construction, 
or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Lastly, properties may 
be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or may be likely to yield information 
important in prehistory or history. The National Register recognizes properties of local, 
statewide, and national significance. 
 
Below are summaries of the listings: 
 
ATSF Steam Locomotive #3415 – 411 S Elm Street, Abilene, Dickinson County 
 
Many movable resources are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, including aircraft, 
trolleys, ships, and locomotives. Although there are over 65 locomotives individually listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places, this is the first from Kansas to be nominated. The ATSF 
Steam Locomotive #3415 is a Class 3400 Pacific-type 4-6-2 passenger engine built by Baldwin 
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Locomotive Works in 1919. The 4-6-2 designation refers to the engine’s wheel arrangement –  
the first number notes the number of leading wheels, the second number notes the number of 
driver wheels, and the third number notes the number of trailing wheels. This engine originally 
burned coal, but was converted to oil burning in the 1930s. It was operated by the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe Railway for 34 years and was donated to the City of Abilene in 1955. It sat 
in Eisenhower Park until 1996 when it was removed from the park for restoration. The 
locomotive is now situated on an abandoned segment of the Rock Island Railroad track that is 
used by the Abilene-Smoky Valley Railroad, a not-for-profit organization that operates a railroad 
museum and excursion train. When not in use, the locomotive is stored in the engine house at 
411 South Elm Street in Abilene. It is one of only three 4-6-2 3400 class Pacific-type steam 
locomotives remaining in Kansas, and the only member of the class that is operational. It was 
nominated for its significance in the areas of engineering and transportation.  
 
Jackson-McConnell House – 228 W 5th Street, Junction City, Geary County 
 
The Jackson-McConnell House, built in 1911, is located near downtown Junction City on a 
broad, tree-lined east-west street in a residential neighborhood of primarily single-family 
residences in the Queen Anne, Bungalow, Craftsman, and Foursquare styles. Widow Lucy 
Jackson commissioned the construction of this house for herself and her daughter Ella and son-
in-law Irving Miller, and it would remain in their family until 1944. Donald A. McConnell, the 
city’s long-time public school superintendent purchased the house in 1954, and it remained in his 
family until 1988. The house is a well-preserved example of the American Foursquare and 
reflects a mix of popular early twentieth-century architectural styles including Craftsman and 
Prairie. The two-and-a-half story wood-frame residence has a cube form, a hipped roof, a 
limestone single-story porch with a hipped roof, and a front-facing hipped dormer in the attic.  
The double-door entrance is centered. The corner windows, four in all, are one of the most 
striking exterior features of the building. It was nominated for its architecture.  
 
Viets Block – 427, 429, 431 State Street, Augusta, Butler County 
 
The Viets Block is a two-story building located on the southwest corner of the intersection of 
State Street and 5th Street in downtown Augusta. This key corner building, which occupies three 
city lots, developed over many years in the early 20th century and today retains its Commercial-
style appearance, its traditional storefronts and recessed entrances, tile entry, and glass transoms. 
Mercantile proprietor Charles A. Viets developed the property in about 1900 and later 
contributed to major renovations in 1916 and 1923, which gave the building its current 
appearance. The building’s first floor housed two regionally important department stores – the 
Viets clothing and dry goods store during the early 1900s and later Calvert’s department store. 
The second floor served as meeting space for the local Elks lodge for about twenty years. It was 
nominated for its local commercial history and its Commercial-style architecture. 
 
Related Internet Links: 
 
National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 
 
Nominations are available on the Kansas Historical Society website: kshs.org/14638 


