
Augu

 
TOP
Place
priva
Leav
 
The N
by th
part 
Ame
 
Eligi
they 
be el
prop
repre
whos
have
recog
 
Belo
 
Cros
Civil
this h
clad 
It wa
debt 
was 
H.C.
Willi
whic
Toda
archi

ust 19, 2011 

Hi

PEKA, KS—T
es listings in 
ate residence 
venworth, and

National Reg
he National H
of a national 

erica's histori

ible propertie
are associate

ligible if they
erties for the
esent the wor
se componen

e yielded or m
gnizes prope

ow are summ

ss, H. C. and
l War veteran
high-style Qu
with weather

as completed
and the subs
left to handle
’s widow Su
iam Meffert,

ch used the re
ay, it is priva
itecture. 

storical S

The Kansas H
Kansas. The
in Emporia, 

d a commerc

gister of Hist
Historic Prese

program to c
c and archeo

es must be sig
ed with event
y are associat
e National Re
rk of a maste
nts may lack 
may be likely
rties of local

aries of the li

d Susan, Hou
n and banker
ueen Anne Fr
rboard and p

d in 1894, just
sequent collap
e much of thi
usan until her
 who purcha
esidence as th
ately owned a

Society A

Historical So
e listings wer

a 1905 bank
cial building i

toric Places is
ervation Act 
coordinate an

ological resou

gnificant for 
ts that have m
ted with the l
egister if they
r, or possess 
individual di

y to yield info
, statewide, a

istings: 

use – 526 Un
r Harrison Co
ree Classic re
atterned shin
t months bef
pse of the Fir
is financial b
r death in 190
sed the house
heir first frate
and is underg

nnounces

ociety is pleas
re entered int
k building in 
in Hutchinso

s the country
of 1966, the 
nd support pu
urces.  

one or more
made a signif
lives of perso
y embody the
high artistic 

istinction. La
ormation imp
and national 

nion Street, E
ory (H.C.) Cr
esidence. Th

ngles, a domi
fore Cross’ un
rst National B

burden, which
02. The hous
e in 1909 to u
ernity house,

going rehabili

-MORE- 

 
s Newest 

sed to announ
o the Nation
Dorrance, an

on.  

y’s official lis
National Par
ublic and priv

 of the four c
ficant contrib
ons significan
e characterist
values, or re

astly, properti
portant in pre
significance.

Emporia, Lyo
ross hired Em

he house has a
inant round to
ntimely death
Bank that he
h pushed him
e transitioned
use as a priva
, and later Sc
itation. It wa

National

unce the newe
al Register o

n early 20th c

st of historica
rk Service's N
vate efforts t

criteria for ev
bution to the 
nt in our past
tic of a type, 
epresent a sig
ies may be e

ehistory or hi
.  

on County  
mporia-based
an irregular h
ower, classic
h, which led 

e had organiz
m to suicide in
d through sev
ate sanitarium

cott Mouse w
as nominated 

l Register

est National R
on August 4, 
century Afric

ally significa
National Reg
to identify, ev

valuation. Pro
broad pattern
t. Distinctive
period, or m

gnificant and
ligible for th
istory. The N

d architect Ch
hipped roof w
cal porch colu
to the public

zed with four 
n 1898. The 
veral differen
m, the Phi Si

who operated 
for its local 

r Listings

Register of H
2011, and in

can American

ant properties
gister of Histo
valuate, and 

operties can 
ns of our hist

e construction
method of con
d distinguisha
he National R
National Regi

harles W. Squ
with lower cr
umns, and a 
c revelation o
others. His s
residence rem
nt owners inc
igma Epsilon
a hotel in the
social history

Historic 
nclude a 
n school in 

s. Authorized
oric Places is
protect 

be eligible if
tory. They ca
n can qualify
nstruction, or 
able entity 
Register if the

ster 

uires to desig
ross gables, i
porte cocher

of his massiv
son Charles 
mained with 
cluding Dr. 
n fraternity, 
e house. 
y and 

d 
s 

f 
an 
y 

ey 

gn 
s 
e. 
e 



 
 

Newest National Register Listings– Add 2 

# # # 
 

 
Dorrance State Bank – 512 Main Street, Dorrance, Russell County 
The Dorrance State Bank building is located on Main Street two blocks south of the Union Pacific railroad tracks and 
across the street from the National Register-listed Reiff Building. Dorrance was incorporated as a third-class city in 
1910 with nearly 300 residents. It was home to photographer L.W. Halbe, who created more than 1,500 images 
between 1908 and 1912, which resulted in an exceptional photographic record of Dorrance and the bank building. The 
local bank was a common lending institution for area farmers and merchants during the early 1900s when Dorrance 
thrived as a small farming community. This one-story, freestanding commercial building was erected in 1905 to 
house the Citizens State Bank, which later became the Dorrance State Bank. The bank did not survive the Great 
Depression and the building was sold in 1936. The Dorrance Telephone Company used the building as a switchboard 
facility, and later it served as a barbershop. The current owner is rehabilitating the building. It was nominated for its 
local commercial history. 
 
Sumner Elementary School – 1501 5th Avenue, Leavenworth, Leavenworth County 
Leavenworth’s Sumner Elementary School is located in a traditionally African American neighborhood surrounded 
by single-family residences and churches. The school was one of two elementary schools built to serve the 
community’s black students in the 19th century. Lincoln School served students living in North Leavenworth; 
Sumner served the students living in South Leavenworth. The first Sumner School was constructed on this site in 
1866. By 1915, the original building was unable to meet the needs of its 185 students. Architect Charles Ashley Smith 
was hired to design the two-story brick Commercial-style building, which was completed in 1925 under the direction 
of longtime principal and educational leader Blanch K. Bruce. The school continued to serve South Leavenworth’s 
African American community for more than three decades, until Leavenworth schools were desegregated following 
the Brown v. Board case. It closed after the 1968-69 school year. For decades following its closure, the school district 
used the building as a maintenance facility. The Pentecostal Church of the Apostolic Faith purchased the building in 
2000 for use as a church activity center. It was nominated as part of the “Historic Public Schools of Kansas” multiple 
property nomination for its statewide significance in the areas of education and architecture and for its association 
with Bruce. 
 
Hoke Building – 25 E 1st Avenue, Hutchinson, Reno County 
The Hoke Building was commissioned by Hutchinson real estate speculator and agri-businessman James S. Hoke and 
built in 1910. It is a four-story commercial block with retail shops on the lower level and office spaces on the upper 
levels. Its construction corresponded with the city’s transition from farm town to agricultural and industrial 
powerhouse. As Kansas farmers turned to wheat as a cash crop, Hutchinson found itself in the center of Kansas wheat 
country. The Hoke Building provided office space for a growing list of wheat-related businesses and organizations. 
Among the original occupants was the Hutchinson Board of Trade, a grain exchange founded in 1910. In addition to 
Hoke’s real estate office, the building housed eight grain company offices in 1912. The building also housed 
agricultural industries that were non-grain related, including a lab operated by bacteriologist Martin Dupray that 
developed animal inoculations and tested water and feed. Following the death of James Hoke, the building changed 
ownership several times until the Great American Life Insurance Company bought the building in 1952. Today, it is 
privately owned and a rehabilitation is planned. It was nominated as part of the “Commercial & Industrial Resources 
of Hutchinson” multiple property nomination for its local commercial history.  
 
Related Internet Links: 
National Register of Historic Places: nps.gov/nr/ 
Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638 

 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 


