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The construction of North Broadway School in 1923 was part of a broader effort to erect four school buildings in 
Leavenworth, which included Third Avenue School, Cleveland Park School, and Sumner Elementary School. The 
Leavenworth School District hired architect Charles A. Smith to design the buildings. He designed the North 
Broadway and Third Avenue schools with identical layouts and nearly identical facades, with the only variation 
being the cast stone ornamentation. Gordon Walker Construction Company of Salina built the two schools. The first 
day of classes at North Broadway School was September 17, 1923, and 382 students were in attendance. The 
building functioned continuously as an elementary school until 1999, and then for various educational programs until 
2010 when it was sold. The two-story U-shaped building occupies an entire block and features a concrete structure 
with tapestry brick cladding and cast stone ornamentation. The pointed-arch cast stone door at the front entrances 
and diamond-patterned brickwork on the front and rear elevations reflect the Tudor Revival style. It was nominated 
for its local significance in the areas of education and architecture. 
 
Crosby, William & Delora, House – 1109 SW Topeka Boulevard, Topeka, Shawnee County 
William and Delora Crosby commissioned Topeka-based architect Frank C. Squires to design this Italian 
Renaissance-style residence in 1910. Historic architectural features include the blond brick exterior, ionic columns, 
stone and terra cotta ornamentation, and a red clay-tile roof interrupted by hipped dormers. The property includes an 
original garage, whose design and materials reflect that of the house. William Crosby was a pioneer Topeka 
merchant who co-founded Crosby Brothers Department Store, a local institution from 1880 to 1975, which operated 
out of a building in the 700 block of Kansas Avenue. Crosby lived in this home until his death in 1922, and his wife 
Delora moved out by 1927. By the 1940s, the home no longer functioned as a single-family residence, but rather 
served as offices and a reception hall due to its convenient location to the statehouse and business district. 
Historically, the house was surrounded by other late 19th and early 20th century mansions, including the home of 
U.S. Vice President Charles Curtis to the north and to the east the home of Hiram P. Dillon, a local attorney, 
businessman, and philanthropist. Both are extant and listed in the National Register. The Crosby House was 
nominated for its local significance in the areas of architecture and commerce.  
 
1927 Hillsboro Water Tower – Hillsboro, Marion County 
The 1927 Hillsboro Water Tower was constructed as part of Hillsboro’s first municipal water and sewer system. The 
first efforts toward a municipal fire protection system in Hillsboro came in 1888, when the city purchased a man-
powered water pump. This $700 implement, which consisted of a tank, pump, and hose mounted on a two-wheeled 
wagon, required eight to 1 volunteers to operate it. In an 1897 fire that threatened John G. Hill’s Badger Lumber 
Company, the apparatus proved no better than a bucket brigade. This equipment was used until 1900, when – at the 
apparent urging of Mayor Hill, who had just lost his coal sheds to fire – the city purchased new equipment. In 1912, 
the year the city established its first fire department, the city’s “water system” consisted of wells and cisterns with a 
capacity of 11,000 gallons. Without adequate water pressure, all the equipment and firemen in the world proved 
futile against the inevitable infernos – and a dependably clean water supply would have been impossible. Hillsboro’s 
citizens voted in favor of a bond issue in 1926 and a comprehensive water project was completed in 1927. The 
75,000-gallon steel-plated water tower was nominated for its local significance in the area of community planning 
and development.  
 
Beaumont St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad Retention Pond – Beaumont, Butler County  
The Beaumont St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad Retention Pond is located just south of Beaumont, an 
unincorporated village in Butler County. The property is historically associated with the nearby Beaumont St. Louis 
and San Francisco Railroad Water Tank, which was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1993. The 
St. Louis and San Francisco, colloquially known as the “Frisco,” was founded in 1866 as the “Atlantic and Pacific 
Railroad Company.” The Frisco first entered Kansas in 1879, and in 1884 began construction of a new line from 
Beaumont to Arkansas City, which was eventually extended south from Arkansas City to Enid, Oklahoma in 1907. 
Beaumont became an important division point along the line, and developed a stock yards, depot, section house, and 
roundhouse. Most importantly, Beaumont became the place where all passing steam trains took on their water and 
fuel. The retention pond held the water supply that was piped to the water tank alongside the tracks where steam 
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engines were re-supplied. In the era of steam-powered locomotives, watering stations like this one were essential to 
railroad transportation. The retention pond – the first of its kind in Kansas to be nominated to the registers – was 
nominated for its local significance in the area of transportation.  
 
Heptig Barn – 12115 Antons Road, Flush, Pottawatomie County 
Joseph Heptig, a young German immigrant, built this vernacular limestone barn in 1883 on a 160-acre farmstead in 
Pottawatomie County. The barn was the first permanent structure erected on the property, which has been owned by 
the Heptig family for 136 years. The barn has a rectangular footprint and gable roof and is distinguished by arched 
openings on the north and south ends corresponding to a center aisle through the barn. Other distinguishing features 
include a date stone inscribed by the builder and shaped stone window lintels and stone sills. The interior 
configuration is arranged around a center aisle with horse stalls/pens, granaries and corncribs along the perimeter. A 
three-quarter-length haymow was open to the center aisle below to facilitate the unloading of hay from a wagon 
inside of the barn. Hand hewn timber posts and beams distinguish the interior. It was nominated for its local 
significance in the areas of architecture and agriculture.  
 
Lamborn Farmstead – 25761 151st Street, Leavenworth, Leavenworth County 
Horace Greeley Lamborn purchased a 108-acre farm in Delaware Township in 1877. Although he seems to have 
purchased an established farmstead, it does not appear that any buildings remain from that period. The farmstead we 
see today is largely a result of continued development in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Within this historic 
core is a cluster of buildings including a 1955 residence, two barns, granary/feed shed, cow shed, two chicken 
houses, garage, and an outhouse. This working farmstead’s setting and relationship of historic features has remained 
highly intact even as it has evolved to meet changing agricultural needs and technologies. Agricultural censuses from 
the late 1800s portray a typical subsistence farm. Diversification on the farmstead was key to its long-term success. 
Family recollections suggest Lamborn boarded horses for area residents and that he drove cattle to pasture on the 
nearby state prison island, transporting them across the Missouri River in flat boats. And, beginning in the early 
1900s, the family developed a small dairy production. The property remains in the Lamborn family, and the north 
barn is currently undergoing extensive rehabilitation. The property was nominated for its local significance in the 
area of agriculture.  
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Gorrill, Robert & Helen, Farmstead – 984 N 1800 Road, Lawrence, Douglas County 
The Robert and Helen Gorrill Farmstead is located in a rural, but rapidly developing, area northwest of Lawrence in 
Douglas County. The Gorrill family settled on this land in 1872 and remained there until 1944. Gorrill hired Italian-
born stonemason Mark Vincent Migliario to build the limestone residence in the early 1880s. Migliario reportedly 
erected several other stone residences in the area. The Kansas State Agricultural Census depicts a diversified 
subsistence farm from 1875-1925, with a small number of horses, dairy cows, and the production of corn and hay for 
feeding cattle and swine for sale and slaughter. Today, the farmstead consists of a limestone residence, a bank barn, a 
granary, and a rock-lined well – all developed in the early 1880s. The property was nominated for its association 
with local settlement and agricultural history. 
 
Lane-Duncan Stable – 1132 W 11th Street, Lawrence, Douglas County 
The Lane-Duncan stable is built into the eastern slope of a steep hill located along the northern edge of the campus 
of the University of Kansas. It is oriented to the east and once had a commanding view of downtown Lawrence and 
the Kansas River valley, but trees and 20th century development have obscured that view. Despite exhaustive 
research of the historical record, much of this building’s early history remains unknown. What is known about this 
building is that its vernacular limestone architecture is reflective of the settlement period and that it is a rare 
surviving example of a stone outbuilding within the current city limits of Lawrence. It is located on south half of 
James H. Lane’s original landholdings. Lane, who likely commissioned the construction of the building, was an 
important political figure in the early history of Lawrence and Kansas, and this property could yield information 
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about his property holdings. Additionally, the property’s subsequent owner, Wesley Duncan, comes from another 
locally prominent family. In the case of both men, this is the earliest extant resource left on their landholdings. The 
building was nominated for its architecture and potential to yield information important in history.  
 
Youse, Clare & Glad, House – 532 E 12th Street, Baxter Springs, Cherokee County 
Clare and Glad Youse purchased this residence in 1927 during a period of rapid residential growth in Baxter Springs. 
They immediately began making improvements to the house and hired Joplin-based architect Truman Martinie to 
oversee the redesign. Its distinct full-height columns distinguish it as Neoclassical. Clare was involved in local 
mining interests at a time when the mining industry fueled development throughout Baxter Springs, southeast 
Kansas, and the tri-state area. He went on to serve as both a Kansas state representative and senator representing 
Cherokee County in the late 1930s and 1940s. Glad attended Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri, and later 
studied music with eminent teacher and composer Tibor Serly in New York. She wrote over 250 songs and choral 
works – many from the music room on the first floor of this house in Baxter Springs. The house was nominated for 
its reflection of an early 20th century residential building boom in Baxter Springs and its association with the 
Youses.  
 
Related Internet Links: 
 
National Register of Historic Places: nps.gov/nr 
Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638  
 
To see drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, see this link: kshs.org/14633  
  
 

 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 
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