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February 22, 2012 

 
Effort to document historic African American properties 
in Manhattan leads to two National Register nominations 

 
TOPEKA, KS—At its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka on Saturday, 
February 18, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to list one property in the Register of Historic Kansas 
Places and to forward eight nominations to the office of the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places in 
Washington, D.C., to be evaluated by its professional staff. If they concur with the board’s findings, the 
properties will be included in the National Register. In other action, the board approved the African American 
Resources in Manhattan Multiple Property Documentation Form, which serves as a cover document rather than 
a nomination to the National Register, with the purpose of establishing a basis of eligibility for related 
properties.   
 
The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant properties. Authorized by 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of 
a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic 
and archeological resources. Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four criteria for evaluation. 
Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history. They can be eligible if they are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive 
construction can qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or method 
of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Lastly, properties may be eligible for the 
National Register if they have yielded or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. The 
National Register recognizes properties of local, statewide, and national significance.  
 
The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant properties. Properties included 
in the National Register are automatically listed in the state register. However, not all properties listed in the state register 
are included in the National Register. The same general criteria are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion 
in the state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for eligibility. 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
 
African American Resources in Manhattan Multiple Property Submission – Manhattan, Riley 
County 
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A multiple property submission (MPS) is a thematic group listing in the National Register that 
consists of related properties that share a common theme and can be submitted as a group or 
individually over time. The process begins with the preparation of a Multiple Property 
Documentation Form (MPDF), which acts as a cover document rather than the nomination to the 
National Register. The purpose of the documentation form is to establish the basis of eligibility for 
related properties. The information outlined in the MPDF can be used to nominate and register 
related historic properties simultaneously, or to establish criteria for properties that may be 
nominated in the future. Information common to the group of properties is presented in the MPDF, 
while details specific to each individual building, site, district, structure, or object are placed on an 
individual nomination form. Thus, additions to an MPS can occur over time. 
 
This MPDF provides a context for understanding the conditions that encouraged, hindered, or were 
associated with African Americans in Manhattan, as well as a basis for evaluating those physical 
historic resources that resulted from these activities and associations. It covers extant resources 
dating from 1865 through 1972 that are located within the current incorporated city limits of 
Manhattan, and is based in part on previous field surveys. The document provides three historic 
contexts involving African American history in Manhattan. The first covers the period from the 
earliest recorded African American residents in Manhattan, through the influx of Exodusters from 
the South and on into the early 20th century. Although life was far from the “promised land” that 
many of these emigrants had envisioned, their children were able to attend the same schools as the 
white residents of Manhattan. In 1903, however, discussions about school segregation were renewed, 
and this time the school board decided to build a separate elementary school for black children. A 
second context covers the small but tight-knit community that developed around Manhattan’s 
Douglass School and the nearby churches. Douglass Elementary was completed in 1904, and would 
serve as an important center of the black community in Manhattan for nearly 60 years. Several 
events in the third context, which focuses on the period between 1954 and 1972, came together to 
eventually break down the barriers of segregation associated with public accommodations, shopping, 
restaurants, and finally, with housing.  
 
Two properties—the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church and the Second Baptist Church —
were nominated as part of this multiple property submission.  
 
This project was funded by a Historic Preservation Fund grant through a partnership between the 
Kansas Historical Society and the City of Manhattan.    
 
Bethel AME Church – 401 Yuma Street, Manhattan, Riley County   
 
The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church building is significant for its role in the 
development of the African American community in Manhattan. Like the Second Baptist Church, 
the AME church was one of the key community organizations in Manhattan, serving not only the 
religious needs of its members, but also the greater community by hosting education, social, and 
charitable activities. The original congregation was organized in 1879, the same year that a number 
of African American refugees arrived in Manhattan as part of the great Exodus from former 
Southern slave states. As the congregation grew in size and prominence, members built a second 
frame church in 1916, and were able to build this brick building in 1927. The church is the oldest 
existing African American congregation in Manhattan, and in cooperation with Manhattan’s other 
black churches, members of Bethel took leadership roles in civil rights activities in the community. 
Although membership dwindled to as low as five members in the late 20th century, the 
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determination of those remaining members have kept the congregation and church in operation 
through today.  
 
Second Baptist Church – 831 Yuma Street, Manhattan, Riley County 
 
The Second Baptist Church building is significant for its role in the development of the African 
American community in Manhattan. Like Bethel AME, the Second Baptist Church was one of 
the key community organizations in Manhattan. It was not only a center for religious worship, 
but served the greater community by hosting education, social, and charitable activities. The 
congregation was organized in 1880, a year after the influx of African American refugees arrived 
in Manhattan as part of the great Exodus from former Southern slave states. As the congregation 
grew in size and prominence, its members built this substantial brick building in 1917, replacing 
the earlier small frame building. It is located on a prominent corner at the intersection of Ninth 
and Yuma, across from Douglass School and the black U.S.O. Building—all significant 
community organizations in the historic African American neighborhood.  
 
Emporia Downtown Historic District – Emporia, Lyon County 
 
The Emporia Downtown Historic District includes 169 buildings spanning approximately 18 city 
blocks in the heart of Emporia’s central business district. In addition to traditional commercial 
blocks, the district includes a number of stand-alone buildings such as post office buildings, 
churches, schools, banks, and county government facilities. Together, they represent the 
community’s development over a period of nearly 150 years. Emporia was founded in 1857, and, as 
evidenced by historic photographs, the downtown was already showing signs of permanency in the 
late 1860s, by which time two- and three-story masonry Italianate buildings had already been built. 
The downtown expanded outward from its historic center at 6th and Commercial, the location of the 
town’s original building. Although some of the downtown buildings still represent their original 
appearance to a degree, most were modified over time. It was not uncommon for commercial 
buildings to have been built and updated many times through the years, particularly during boom 
years, such as in the 1910s and 1920s. During the early 20th century, downtown expanded east and 
west. Among the first non-residential buildings constructed on the west side, along Merchant and 
Constitution, were free-standing institutional, educational, and governmental buildings such as 
Emporia High School, Junior High, U. S. Post Office, YMCA, and Emporia Welfare Association. 
These buildings were quickly joined by an array of auto-related structures along U.S. 50, Merchant, 
and Mechanic Streets.  The district is nominated for its commercial history and its architecture. 
 
ATSF Steam Locomotive #3415 – 411 S Elm Street, Abilene, Dickinson County 
 
Many movable resources are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, including aircraft, 
trolleys, ships, and locomotives. Although there are more than 65 locomotives individually listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places, this is the first from Kansas to be nominated.   
 
The ATSF Steam Locomotive #3415 is a Class 3400 Pacific-type 4-6-2 passenger engine built by 
Baldwin Locomotive Works in 1919. The 4-6-2 designation refers to the engine’s wheel 
arrangement—the first number notes the number of leading wheels, the second number notes the 
number of driver wheels, and the third number notes the number of trailing wheels. This engine 
originally burned coal, but was converted to oil burning in the 1930s. It was operated by the 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway for 34 years and was donated to the City of Abilene in 1955. 
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It sat in Eisenhower Park until 1996 when it was removed from the park for restoration. The 
locomotive is now situated on an abandoned segment of the Rock Island Railroad track that is used 
by the Abilene-Smoky Valley Railroad, a not-for-profit organization that operates a railroad museum 
and excursion train. When not in use, the locomotive is stored in the engine house at 411 South Elm 
Street in Abilene. It is one of only three 4-6-2 3400 class Pacific-type steam locomotives remaining 
in Kansas, and the only member of the class that is operational. It is nominated for its significance in 
the areas of engineering and transportation.  
 
Jackson-McConnell House – 228 W 5th Street, Junction City, Geary County 
 
The Jackson-McConnell House, built in 1911, is located near downtown Junction City on a broad, 
tree-lined east-west street in a residential neighborhood of primarily single-family residences in the 
Queen Anne, Bungalow, Craftsman, and Foursquare styles. Widow Lucy Jackson commissioned the 
construction of this house for herself and her daughter Ella and son-in-law Irving Miller, and it 
would remain in their family until 1944. Donald A. McConnell, the city’s long-time public school 
superintendent purchased the house in 1954, and it remained in his family until 1988. The house is a 
well-preserved example of the American Foursquare and reflects a mix of popular early 20th century 
architectural styles including Craftsman and Prairie. The two-and-a-half story wood-frame residence 
has a cube form, hipped roof, limestone single-story porch with a hipped roof, and a front-facing 
hipped dormer in the attic. The double-door entrance is centered. The corner windows, four in all, 
are some of the most striking exterior features of the building. It is nominated for its architecture.  
 
Viets Block – 427, 429, 431 State Street, Augusta, Butler County 
 
The Viets Block is a two-story building located on the southwest corner of the intersection of State 
Street and 5th Street in downtown Augusta. This key corner building, which occupies three city lots, 
developed over many years in the early 20th century and today retains its Commercial-style 
appearance, its traditional storefronts and recessed entrances, tile entry, and glass transoms. 
Mercantile proprietor Charles A. Viets developed the property in about 1900 and later contributed to 
major renovations in 1916 and 1923, which gave the building its current appearance. The building’s 
first floor housed two regionally important department stores—the Viets clothing and dry goods 
store during the early 1900s and later Calvert’s department store. The second floor served as meeting 
space for the local Elks lodge for about 20 years. It is nominated for its local commercial history and 
its Commercial-style architecture.  
 
Westside Service Station & Riverside Motel – 325 W River Street, Eureka, Greenwood County 
 
The Westside Service Station and Riverside Motel is located on the south side of U.S. 54 / 
River Street just east of the bridge spanning Fall River in Eureka. It marks the west edge of 
Eureka’s mid-20th century roadside commercial district along U.S. 54. The property was 
developed over several years beginning in 1939 when D. R. Parks purchased the property and 
constructed a combination service station and café building and three sleeping cabins with 
attached carports. These wood-frame buildings were faced with limestone reflecting a 
common regional architectural style known as Ozark Giraffe, an early 20th century version of 
the cobblestone house-building tradition. Frank “Benny” Lore, Jr., and his wife, Lois, 
purchased the property in 1951 and soon added two one-story Ranch-style buildings behind 
the café and service station. They operated the business for more than 50 years. The small 
cabins were demolished in 2011, but the remaining buildings were rehabilitated and once 
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again function as a café and motel. The property is nominated for its architecture and 
commercial history.  
 
Paul Jones Building – 317 W River Street, Eureka, Greenwood County 
 
Built in 1946, the Paul Jones Building is located along the south side of U.S. 54 / West River Street 
and is adjacent to the Westside Service Station and Riverside Motel, which marks the west edge of 
Eureka’s roadside commercial district. Eureka businessman Paul Jones built this building to house 
his Dodge and Plymouth showroom. It reflected characteristics similar to other contemporary 
roadside dealerships, with its streamlined design, curved forms, barrel vaulted truss system, and 
large showroom windows. The showroom wasn’t especially glamorous, and there was a clear 
emphasis placed on service. The building included a “wash and lubrication” garage in addition to a 
large service area at the rear. Additionally, Jones participated in the development and promotion of 
U.S. 54 through Eureka, and just three weeks before his unexpected death in 1956 was elected 
president of the National Highway 54 Association. The business closed after Jones’ death, and in 
subsequent years several auto-related repair shops operated out of the building. The building is 
nominated for its local significance in the area of commerce.  
 
Register of Historic Kansas Places 
 
Richardson Produce Warehouse – 141 S Rock Island Avenue, Wichita, Sedgwick County 
 
The Richardson Produce Warehouse is located in a historically industrial area south of Douglas Avenue in 
downtown Wichita. It was built in the early years of the 20th century as wholesale houses were being 
constructed to the north and south of Douglas Avenue. All were situated on the rail lines that spanned Wichita 
near the center of town creating a viable warehouse district; many of those buildings are extant. This warehouse 
was located near three trunk line freight depots. The trunk line railroad tracks that once traversed Rock Island 
and Mead Avenues have been removed and paved streets are now in place immediately on the east and the west 
sides of the Richardson Warehouse. Many companies used this particular warehouse over the years for storage 
and shipment of hardware supplies, poultry, and eggs, wholesale groceries, and produce. It is named for 
Raymond R. Richardson whose wholesale produce company occupied the building from 1937 to 1952. It is 
nominated for its role in Wichita’s wholesale activity and for its relationship to the transportation of goods by 
railroad during the first half of the 20th century. 
 
Related Internet Links: 
National Register of Historic Places: nps.gov/nr/ 
Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638  
 
Drafts of these nominations and links to photographs: kshs.org/14633  
 
 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 


