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May 22, 2012 

 

Territorial-Era Church Among Properties Nominated to National Register 
 

TOPEKA, KS—At its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka 

on Saturday, May 12, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to forward 10 nominations to the 

office of the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places in Washington, D.C., to be 

evaluated by their professional staff. If they concur with the board’s findings, the properties will 

be included in the National Register. In other action, the board voted to forward to the Keeper a 

request for the relocation of a National Register-listed bridge.    

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 

Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 

support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 

archeological resources. Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four 

criteria for evaluation. Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have 

made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they 

are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can 

qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or 

method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or 

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 

distinction. Lastly, properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or 

may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. The National Register 

recognizes properties of local, statewide, and national significance.   

 

The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Properties included in the National Register are automatically listed in the State 

Register. However, not all properties listed in the State Register are included in the National 

Register. The same general criteria are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion in 

the state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for eligibility. 

 

Below are summaries of the nominations: 

 

National Register of Historic Places 

 

Arvonia School – Arvonia Township, Osage County  
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The Arvonia School served as the only school for the Welsh community of Arvonia from the 

time of its construction in 1872 until the school closed due to consolidation in 1949. Arvonia was 

platted in the late 1860s on land purchased for speculation by John Mather Jones, owner of a 

Welsh-language newspaper in Utica, New York and his associate James A. Whitaker of Chicago. 

To entice Welsh colonists to buy land in Kansas, Jones published a pamphlet entitled Arvonia: 

That Is, The Welsh Settlement in Osage County. Although the town did not meet the expectations 

of early spectators, many Welsh families remained for generations. The school was designed by 

pioneer Kansas architect John G. Haskell, and is one of the earliest-known architect-designed 

schools in Kansas. However, because the stone building was heavily modified in about 1900 

with the removal of the second story, it is not being nominated for its architecture but rather for 

its local significance in the areas of education and Welsh ethnic heritage.   

 

Calvinistic Methodist Church – Arvonia Township, Osage County 

 

Built in 1883, the Calvinistic Methodist Church in Arvonia was a center of religious and social 

activity in the rural Welsh community until the congregation disbanded in 1968. The Calvinistic 

Methodist Church was established in Wales in 1741 and has roots in both the Meothodist and 

Presbyterian traditions. The Arvonia congregation that erected the building had originally 

organized as a Presbyterian congregation in 1871 and would later rejoin the Presbyterian 

denomination in 1922. The congregation purchased land in 1882 and hired carpenter Ellis (Al) 

Evans to build the town’s first church. This vernacular wood-frame building is symmetrical and 

features a front-facing gable with a single central entrance. The building is nominated for its 

local significance in the areas of early settlement, architecture, and Welsh ethnic heritage.  

 

Congregational Church – 315 6
th

 Street, Osawatomie, Miami County   

 

The Congregational Church in Osawatomie was built between 1858 and 1861 during a period of 

political and social unrest related to questions over slavery. Osawatomie was settled in 1854 by 

several abolitionist families from Ohio and New York who came to Kansas Territory in an effort 

to keep the prospective new state free from slavery. Early resident Reverend Samuel L. Adair 

first visited the community in 1854 under the auspices of the American Missionary Association 

and returned with his family in 1855. Efforts to organize the church began in April of 1856 but 

stalled as conflicts over slavery escalated. Adair was married to Florella Brown, half-sister of 

famed abolitionist John Brown, and Osawatomie soon became Brown’s temporary home while 

in Kansas. After the bloody and tense year of 1856 during which five men died defending the 

town from pro-slavery attackers, the Congregational Church reorganized and began raising funds 

to build their church in 1857. The building was dedicated on July 14, 1861, and Reverend Adair 

led the congregation until 1893. The congregation dwindled after Adair’s death in 1898 and 

services ended in 1910. Today, the City of Osawatomie owns the building, which serves as an 

All-Faiths chapel and historic site. The one-room stone building is nominated for its local 

significance in the areas of early settlement and architecture.   

 

Soldiers’ Monument – NE Corner of 9
th

 & Main, Osawatomie, Miami County 
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The Soldiers’ Monument was erected in 1877 just two blocks from the site of the Battle of 

Osawatomie where five men died defending the town from attacking pro-slavery forces on 

August 30, 1856. The monument was erected 21 years after the battle and nearly 18 years after 

the execution of abolitionist and defender of Osawatomie John Brown. Brown and five other 

battle participants – Theron Parker Powers, David R. Garrison, George W. Partridge, Charley 

Keiser, and Frederick Brown – are recognized on the monument. Efforts to commemorate their 

sacrifice began with the formation of the Osawatomie Monumental Association in 1859 and the 

reburial of the bodies of four of the men to this site in 1860. The association reorganized in 1872, 

and eventually an 11-foot shaft of Vermont marble was purchased for $275 from the Hanway 

Brothers of Lane, Kansas, sons of Judge James Hanway, association member and friend of John 

Brown. A crowd of several thousand gathered for the dedication of the monument and heard 

from speakers former Kansas Governor Charles Robinson and Senator John J. Ingalls. 

Subsequent battle anniversaries included large crowds and speakers such as Vice President 

Charles Fairbanks in 1906 and Kansas Governor Arthur Capper in 1916. The monument is 

nominated for its commemorative significance.  

 

David R. Gorden House – 400 N Cedar Street, Abilene, Dickinson County 

 

Civil War veteran David R. Gorden arrived in Kansas in 1866 and found work with the Union 

Pacific Railroad as a telegraph operator. In 1869, he transferred to Abilene where he served as 

UP’s first station agent during the height of cattle-shipping activity. Gorden had many local 

business interests and also served as Abilene’s postmaster from 1889-1894. He hired architect 

Franklin Keagy of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania to design this residence, which was completed 

in 1877. The two-and-a-half-story house reflects the late Victorian-era Gothic Revival style, with 

its brick exterior, decorative gable trim, paired peak-head windows in the front gable, and round-

arch double-door entrance. The gables are not as steeply pitched as classic examples of Gothic 

Revival residential architecture, and the house form mimics that of the Folk Victorian gable-

front-and-wing. It is nominated for its local significance in the area of architecture.  

 

Riverside Park – Oswego, Labette County 

 

A group of 36 Oswego-area women formed the Ladies’ Entertainment Society in 1887 for the purpose 

of raising funds to acquire land to establish a park overlooking the Neosho River. They acquired a few 

acres at a time and in 1902 transferred ownership of the park to the City of Oswego. Small park 

projects were noted in local newspapers of the early 20
th

 century, but there was no collective effort to 

fully develop the park until the 1930s. Today’s park is largely the reflection of New Deal-era labor 

that constructed a swimming pool and bathhouse, picnic shelters, and landscape elements. The local 

newspapers covered seemingly every detail about the construction and subsequent dedication of the 

pool, but little else of the park’s development in the 1930s. Events taking place in the newly developed 

park included band concerts, family and community picnics, and even “Parkshos,” which was 

described in the Oswego Democrat as a new form of entertainment “where-in patrons view the show 

from the comfortable luxury of their own motor cars in the cool open air.” In subsequent decades the 

park boundaries expanded, but only this 17-acre historic section is nominated for its local significance 

in the areas of recreation, entertainment, and architecture. 

 

Battin Apartments Historic District – 1700 S Elpyco, Wichita, Sedgwick County 
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The Battin Apartments Historic District includes 26 multi-family apartment buildings developed 

in 1949 by Ray Garvey and his son Willard of Builders, Incorporated. The firm specialized in 

constructing affordable housing in Wichita during the booming post-World War II era. They 

closely followed the requirements mandated by the Federal Housing Administration that 

involved appropriate location, access to commercial services, access to bus and automobile 

routes, local zoning and site requirements, and street design. The firm hired architect George 

Metz, who used a standard apartment plan for all the apartment buildings within the Battin 

complex. The buildings are one-and-a-half stories with modest Ranch and Colonial Revival 

characteristics. A landscaped setting provides continuity for the buildings that are interconnected 

by sidewalks and a central thoroughfare that allows vehicular access to all buildings. The result 

is a cohesive designed residential development representative of the post-war period in Wichita. 

The district is nominated for its local significance in the areas of community planning and 

development, government, and architecture.  

 

Cudahy Packing Plant – 2300 N Broadway, Wichita, Sedgwick County 

 

Wichita’s former Cudahy Packing Plant was originally developed in 1888 by Francis Whittaker 

and Sons of St. Louis, and was one of the city’s earliest large-scale meat-packing facilities. 

When it opened in 1889, the Wichita Eagle described the plant as consisting of “six large 

buildings and yards capable of holding 4,000 head of stock” with a “force of 200 men.” 

Whittaker struggled to sustain the property, particularly as the nation sank into an economic 

depression in 1893. John Cudahy of Louisville purchased the plant in 1900 and then sold it to the 

Cudahy Packing Company, which originated in Milwaukee where Irish-born brothers Michael, 

Patrick, and John Cudahy met Philip Armour and learned the meat-packing business. Throughout 

the company’s 71 years at this property, it primarily processed, refined, and packaged beef and 

pork. The complex today features both brick and reinforced concrete buildings whose functional 

designs were driven by national trends in factory production including concern for fire safety, 

increases in mechanization, and the need to maximize light and ventilation. It is nominated for its 

local significance in the areas of commerce, industry, and architecture.  

 

Amos Gish Building – 317, 319 S Main Street, El Dorado, Butler County 

 

After graduating from the veterinary program at Kansas State College in 1910, Amos Gish 

moved to El Dorado to start his own business. He arrived during a period of considerable growth 

and development in El Dorado, which was largely in response to the discovery of oil and gas 

nearby. Gish selected a site along US Highway 77 near the junction of US Highway 54 in 

downtown El Dorado to house his new building. It was completed in 1917. His veterinary office 

was located on the second floor along with several apartments. He leased commercial space on 

the first floor, which was occupied by various auto-related businesses over the years. Gish 

operated his veterinary practice out of this building until his retirement in 1960, and he lived 

there with his family until his death in 1969. His son John Gish joined the business in 1941, and 

began his own practice when Amos retired. Today, the business is known as the El Dorado 

Animal Clinic. The building is nominated for its local significance in the area of commerce.    

 

Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults – 305 Flint Road, Pratt Army Airfield, Pratt County 
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The Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults located at Pratt Army Airfield were built between 1942 

and 1943 and provided a secure space to store, maintain, and issue the Norden Bombsights, 

which were classified as secret during most of World War II. Developed in the 1920s by 

American engineer Carl L. Norden for the US Navy, these instruments were key in conducting 

precision strategic bombings during the war. Pratt AAF’s original mission was to process crews 

for overseas service with the 21
st
 Bombardment Wing formed under the Second Air Force. In 

1943, the field was re-assigned the mission of providing expedited training to the B-29 combat 

training program, becoming a base and temporary home for bombardment groups headed 

overseas. Under this new mission, the base expanded its physical plant and number of personnel. 

The first two-vault building was built to support a squadron with 12 aircraft, and when the 

mission was changed to support a bomb group of four squadrons, the second five-vault building 

was erected. Although the historic integrity of the surrounding airfield has diminished with the 

construction of modern warehouses to adapt to changing uses, these vaults are an important 

remnant of the broader air defense strategy during World War II.   

 

Relocation Request 

 

Long Shoals Bridge – Currently Spans Little Osage River 5 miles East of Fulton on 265
th

 Street, 

Bourbon County 

 

Built in 1902 by the Midland Bridge Company, the Long Shoals Bridge is a pin-connected Pratt 

through truss measuring 176 feet long and 14 feet wide. It was listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places in 1990 for its engineering significance, and at the time of nomination was only 

one of two vertical end post Parker truss bridges in Kansas. The bridge has been bypassed by a 

modern concrete bridge and no longer functions as part of the county road system. Floor beams 

are missing and trees have grown up around the abutments, raising concern about the soundness 

of the structure.   

 

The Fort Scott/Bourbon County Riverfront Authority (FSBCRA) recently submitted a relocation 

request to the State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Register-listed Long Shoals 

Bridge. They propose to relocate it approximately 16 miles from its current location spanning the 

Little Osage River to a new site crossing the Marmaton River in Fort Scott to serve as part of the 

pedestrian trail within the riverfront redevelopment. The FSBCRA plans to contract with a 

professional engineering firm to evaluate the bridge and provide a plan for its disassembly, 

relocation, and re-assembly at the new location. The Historic Sites Board of Review voted to 

forward the proposal to the Keeper of the National Register for consideration.  

 

 

Related Internet Links: 

 

National Register of Historic Places:  http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 

Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers):  kshs.org/14638  

 

To read drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, see this link:  kshs.org/14633 

http://www.nps.gov/nr/

