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Site of 1958 Dockum Drug Store Sit-In  
Among National Register Nominations 

 
TOPEKA, KS—At its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka on Saturday, 
November 19, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to list four properties in the Register of Historic Kansas 
Places and to forward 14 nominations to the office of the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places in 
Washington, D.C., to be evaluated by their professional staff. If they concur with the board’s findings, the properties 
will be included in the National Register.  One of the nominated properties is the Union National Bank building in 
Wichita, site of the historic 1958 Dockum Drug Store sit-in.  
 
The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant properties. Authorized 
by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places is 
part of a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect 
America's historic and archeological resources. Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four 
criteria for evaluation. Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they are associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. Distinctive construction can qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the 
characteristic of a type, period, or method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic 
values, or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 
Lastly, properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or may be likely to yield information 
important in prehistory or history. The National Register recognizes properties of local, statewide, and national 
significance.  
 
The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant properties. Properties 
included in the National Register are automatically listed in the State Register. However, not all properties listed in 
the State Register are included in the National Register. The same general criteria are used to assess the eligibility of 
a property for inclusion in the state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for 
eligibility. 
 
Below are summaries of the nominations: 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
 
Union National Bank – 104 S Broadway, Wichita, Sedgwick County 
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Built in 1926, the 14-story Union National Bank building is a classic example of a tall, concrete-framed, Chicago-
style office building. The building was financed by the Edith Rockefeller McCormick Trust of Chicago, designed by 
K. M. Vitzthum and J. J. Burns Architects, and constructed by Wichita builder George Siedhoff. It took just eight 
months to complete the building at a cost of $200,000, and upon its completion it was the tallest building in Kansas. 
The building is particularly significant as the location of a student-led sit-in in 1958 at the Dockum Drug Store on 
the first floor. With support from the local NAACP chapter and leaders such as Chester Lewis and Vivian Parks, a 
group of young African Americans peacefully protested the drug store’s discriminatory policies for three weeks. 
Their efforts convinced the Dockum Company and the associated Rexall Corporation to change their policies in 
stores throughout Kansas. Although rarely recognized, this protest inspired other sit-ins in Oklahoma City and across 
the country. The building is nominated for its architectural significance and as part of the “African American 
Resources of Wichita” multiple property nomination for its association with the 1958 sit-in.  
 
Horace Mann Elementary School – 824 State Avenue, Kansas City, Wyandotte County 
The Horace Mann Elementary School was designed by Kansas City, Kansas School District architect William W. 
Rose in a restrained Classical Revival style. Built in 1909, the three-story, symmetrical masonry building features 
classrooms arranged around a central stair tower and specialized rooms for manual training and assembly. Elements 
of the Classical Revival style include engaged pilasters, multi-light windows, a rusticated stone base, and classical 
cornice elements. Rose’s successor, architect Joseph Radotinsky, designed a 1939 addition to the east end of the 
building, which blends well with the massing and materials of the original building. The building functioned as an 
elementary school through 1939 when it was converted to use by the Kansas City Junior College, which occupied 
the building until 1968. It is nominated for its local significance in the areas of architecture and education.  
 
Kansas City, Kansas High School Gymnasium & Laboratory – 1017 N 9th Street, Kansas City, Wyandotte 
County 
The Kansas City, Kansas High School Gymnasium and Laboratory building was built in 1923 as an education-
related structure intended to support educational activities. The related high school sat across the street, but a fire 
destroyed the school in 1934. A tunnel beneath 9th Street had connected the two buildings. The three-story gym and 
lab building featured specialized classrooms, such as chemistry and physics laboratories and a home economics 
department, and indoor athletic facilities that included a spacious two-story gymnasium, swimming pool, and locker 
rooms with showers. After the fire, a Junior College program moved into the gym and lab building and would later 
expand into the nearby Horace Mann Elementary School and remained there until 1968. The high school left the 
building for good when the new Wyandotte High School opened in 1937. School district architects William W. Rose 
and David B. Peterson designed the gym and lab building in the Renaissance Revival style. It is nominated for its 
local significance in the area of education. 
 
Winfield National Bank – 901 Main Street, Winfield, Cowley County 
By the early 1890s, there were four bank buildings located at the intersection of Ninth and Main in Winfield. The 
Winfield National Bank built a two-story brick building at the southwest corner of this prominent intersection in 
1879 and significantly remodeled the building in 1916. However, by 1923, the bank had contracted with the 
American Fixture Company to construct a new building. Just as the 1879 brick building had reflected the bank’s 
investment in the community with its construction of one of the community’s early brick structures, the new 1923 
Classical Revival-style building reflected financial prosperity and stability. The bank survived the Great Depression, 
but later merged with First National Bank in 1945 and moved across the street. The building’s Classical Revival 
features include a formal, symmetrical façade and a smooth stone exterior. It has a temple front with paired pilasters 
framing the recessed entrance and a tall and prominent parapet. The building is nominated for its local significance 
in the area of commerce and architecture. 
 
ATSF Motive Power Building – 1001 NE Atchison, Topeka, Shawnee County  
The Motive Power Building was constructed in 1910 and expanded in 1930 to serve as offices to the adjacent Santa 
Fe Railroad shops. The turn of the century represented a new era for Santa Fe when Topeka citizens supported the 
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relocation of the shops to the Oakland neighborhood in 1902. When completed, the investment was nearly $400,000 
and employed 3,000 men and the shops covered nearly 120 acres. Many workers lived in the surrounding area and 
the availability of railroad jobs is partially attributed to the influx of Mexican immigrants to Oakland. In addition to 
housing offices, the Motive Power Building functioned as a sort of community center for shop employees and their 
families. An auditorium on the top floor was used for social activities and even included performances by the Santa 
Fe employees’ band. The shops evolved to meet the railroad’s changing needs as it transitioned from steam to diesel 
power and terminated passenger service. The Motive Power Building closed its doors in 2002. The four-story 
building features an exposed concrete structure and a simplified, symmetrical façade reflective of the Commercial 
style with applied Classical Revival ornament. It is nominated in the area of commerce.  
 
Church of the Holy Name – 1110 SW 10th Street, Topeka, Shawnee County 
Until 1914, Topeka Catholics were served by two parishes – St. Joseph’s and Assumption. By the early 20th century, 
Topeka’s westward-moving population necessitated the creation of a new parish to accommodate the 250 Catholic 
families who lived west of Topeka Boulevard and south of the Kansas River. The fledgling new Holy Name parish 
purchased property at the corner of Tenth and Clay streets on which to build its first building – a combination 
church, school, rectory, and office building. Under the leadership of Father Michael O’Leary, the parish made plans 
for a permanent house of worship, and hired Chicago architect Henry Schlacks to design the building. Schlacks 
combined his interest in architecture and devotion to the Catholic Church when in 1898 he founded the Notre Dame 
architecture program, the first at any Catholic university in America. Modeled after Chicago’s St. Ignatius Church, 
which Schlacks designed, Topeka’s Church of the Holy Name was completed in 1925 and reflects the Renaissance 
Revival style. The two-story building features a cross plan, a dressed Carthage limestone exterior with Tuscan Doric 
pilasters at all corners and junctions, and a tile roof. The building is nominated for its architecture.  
 
Sedgwick Downtown Historic District – Sedgwick, Harvey County 
The Sedgwick Downtown Historic District encompasses the majority of the west side of the 500 block of North 
Commercial Avenue in Sedgwick. The oldest town in Harvey County, Sedgwick is located 16 miles southwest of 
Newton, the county seat. The town was sited at the junction of the Little Arkansas River and Sand Creek, and is 
located on a Santa Fe Railroad spur line that stretches north from Wichita to connect to the main Santa Fe line in 
Newton. There are 11 buildings in this district built between 1880 and 1930 representing several phases of 
development. The earliest building is a wood-frame false-front building that was moved to the downtown in 1880. 
Some buildings were built or modified following a devastating tornado in 1923, and others, like the Sedgwick State 
Bank, were updated after World War II when Sedgwick experienced a population boom of aircraft workers who 
were employed at Wichita’s Boeing and Cessna plants. The district is nominated for its association with the growth 
development of Sedgwick.  
 
Beaumont Hotel – 11651 SE Main Street, Beaumont, Butler County 
The Beaumont Hotel was originally built in 1879 as a railroad hotel, but was significantly remodeled in 1953 to 
serve as fly-in guests. The building took on its current form through the vision of local rancher James Clinton Squier. 
By the time Squier purchased the hotel and began remodeling it, his business associates were already using the 
adjacent pasture as a grass airstrip. Among the character-defining features from the mid-century remodel are viewing 
decks that were constructed to provide views to the surrounding Flint Hills landscape and the nearby grass airstrip. 
Soon, the hotel and its restaurant were attracting ranchers, hobby pilots, and day-trippers from nearby Wichita. In 
1962, Squier removed the fence between the hotel and airstrip, thus beginning the tradition of pilots taxiing from the 
airstrip and parking their planes in front of the hotel. The building continues to serve as a hotel and restaurant, and it 
is nominated for its transportation and agricultural significance.  
 
Luling’s City Laundry – 1730-1746 E Douglas, Wichita, Sedgwick County 
Likely enticed by his older brother and Wichita pioneer businessman Charles Luling, a young Julius Luling arrived 
in Wichita during the height of the 1880s real estate boom. Julius began his laundry business career at the Wichita 
Steam Laundry, the city’s first professional laundry operation. He remained there until 1910 when he began 
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operating his own laundries. In 1924, Julius followed the lead of many other prominent businessmen and 
industrialists and hired well-known Wichita contractor George Siedhoff to construct a new laundry building. When it 
opened, the Luling Laundry employed 60 people, most of them women. The arduous laundry process consumed 
50,000 gallons of near-boiling water each day, and began with a rinse, then an hour-long wash, and then dried with 
“centrifugal water extractors” whirling at “a rate of a thousand revolutions a minute.” Starched clothes were hung 
and passed through a steam chamber. Although Julius died unexpectedly in 1929, his laundry business thrived and 
expanded in the 1930s. The building is nominated for its association with the steam laundry industry in Wichita and 
for its Commercial-style architecture.  
 
Kansas Gas & Electric Company Building – 120 E 1st Street, Wichita, Sedgwick County 
On March 18, 1953, the Kansas Gas and Electric Company announced plans for the construction of a seven-story 
office building on the site of their former offices located on the corner lot of First and Market Streets. Planned by 
noted Wichita architects, Glen H. Thomas and Arthur B. Harris, also responsible for the design of numerous 
buildings in a variety of architectural styles in Sedgwick County, the KG&E Building stands as one of the firm’s best 
examples of the Modern era. Designed in the International style, the building marks the beginning of the Modern era 
for the Central Business District and was the first in a major building boom for the city. Hallmark features of the 
building’s International style include its form and massing, emphasis on the horizontal, ribboned fenestration, and 
large unadorned walls. The building is nominated for its architectural significance. 
 
Bitting Building – 107 N Market Street, Wichita, Sedgwick County 
The Bitting Building was constructed as a four-story building in 1912, and seven stories were added in 1919. A. W. 
and C. W. Bitting were known throughout the Midwest as successful merchants and real estate entrepreneurs. They 
established a men’s clothing store in a two-story wood-frame building at this location in 1878 and in 1886 relocated 
the building to make way for a four-story brick structure. That building was razed in 1911 to make way for a new 
four-story building in 1912 from which they did business and leased office and retail space. The Bitting brothers 
maintained offices in the building until their deaths in the early 1930s. The property changed hands several times 
was completely renovated in 1959. Exterior changes included the installation of aluminum-framed windows and 
storefronts, the installation of black granite panels at the base of the building, and replacement of the cornice and belt 
course with aluminum panels. The interior was again renovated in the 1980s. It is nominated for its commercial 
significance. 

 
John C. Harmon House – 915 SW Buchanan, Topeka, Shawnee County 
The Harmon House is located in a close-in turn-of-the-20th-century neighborhood that is 11 blocks west of the 
commercial district lining Kansas Avenue, eight blocks west of the Kansas State Capitol, and just three blocks west 
of Topeka High School. The neighborhood lining 800 and 900 blocks of Buchanan Street was historically known as 
Governor’s Row or Governor’s Square and includes impressive turn-of-the-century residences including ones 
designed by Holland and Squires and Wight and Wilder. John C. Harmon, a local mortgage banker, commissioned 
the Kansas City-based architectural firm of Wilder and Wight to design a residence. He may have known Edward T. 
Wilder, who was from Topeka. The house was built by local contractor Harry S. Douglas in the Neoclassical style. 
Key elements of the style are reflected in the home’s monumental portico, symmetry, elaborate columns, porch and 
roofline balustrades, decorative window and door surrounds, multi-light windows, and overhanging eaves with 
dentils. The property includes a contributing carriage house, well house, and modern garage. It is nominated for its 
architecture.  
 
Rocky Ford School – 1969 Barnes Road, Manhattan, Riley County 
Rocky Ford School is a one-room limestone schoolhouse near Manhattan in Riley County that was built in 1903 and 
rebuilt in 1927 after a fire. Various repairs and improvements were made to the property within its first two decades. 
An outhouse was built in 1904, a well was first excavated in 1909, but a new well was dug in 1933, and a merry-go-
round was installed in 1929. These contributing elements remain associated with the property. The school building 
served first through eighth grade students in District 70 until consolidation with District 1 in 1938. Although 
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consolidation had been a topic of discussion during District 70 board meetings as early as 1921, they chose to rebuild 
the school after a fire nearly destroyed it in 1927. Builder Fred Hulse used the original limestone during the 
reconstruction and improvements, such as electric lighting, were made. The building is nominated as part of the 
“Historic Public Schools of Kansas” multiple property nomination for its educational and architectural significance. 
 
Peabody City Park – Peabody, Marion County 
The 23-acre Peabody City Park has a long and colorful history that began in the 1870s with its use as a fairground 
owned by the Marion County Agricultural Society and its later use as a community park. This property on the west 
edge of town has hosted all kinds of community events including county fairs, a statewide fair in 1885, numerous 
chautauquas in the early 1900s, and sporting events. Old issues of the Peabody Gazette provide much of the history 
of the property’s development and reveal the names of those hired to erect buildings and plant trees, such as builder 
A. K. Steward and landscape gardener E. W. Stephens. New Deal-era labor enhanced the park in the 1930s with the 
construction of picnic facilities and athletic field bleachers. Today, the park is a layered landscape that retains 
components of its development from fairground to New Deal-era park to a modern city park including a late 19th 
century horse racetrack, octagonal floral exhibition hall, stone entranceway, athletic field with stone bleachers, 
picnic tables and stoves, and plantings. The park is nominated for its local significance in the areas of recreation, 
entertainment, and architecture. 
 
Register of Historic Kansas Places 

 
Claude Bichet Farmstead – 2959 US Highway 50, Florence, Marion County  
French immigrant Claude Francis Bichet and his wife Sophia settled this property in 1858, two years before the 
Kansas Territorial Legislature established Marion County’s boundaries and seven years before the county 
government organized. The property is located in the Cottonwood River valley where some of the area’s earliest 
residents settled, including a group of French-speaking immigrants from France, Belgium, and Switzerland. This 
French colony centered near Florence developed over a period of forty years, and, by 1885, included over 60 
families. The young Bichet family erected a log cabin on this property in about 1859 and later added an impressive 
two-story limestone wing in 1875. Their son Alphonse Bichet owned the property in the late 19th century and passed 
it to his son Frederick. The property remains in the Bichet family, and extant farm buildings include an 1875 stone 
smokehouse and a mid-20th century barn and milkhouse. It is nominated for its association with the early settlement 
of Marion County and for its architecture.  
 
Stilwell Grade School – 6415 W 199th Street, Stilwell, Johnson County  
The Stilwell Grade School was built in 1910 following a fire that destroyed the Aubry Rural School. The Aubry and 
Stilwell areas were growing rapidly in the early twentieth century and area school districts struggled to keep up with 
the growth. Prior to the destructive fire, Aubry Rural School received an addition to accommodate more students. 
The new Stilwell school was much bigger than its predecessors and served grades one through 12 until a new high 
school was constructed across the street in 1920. Stilwell Grade School was built by L. A. Medaris and is an 
example of a town graded school, which was designed for graded instruction. Graded schools emerged in towns 
across Kansas after 1900, and they were often built as one- and two-story brick buildings exhibiting common 
architectural styles of the period. This type of school building was one of the most flexible in terms of student 
population and could serve grades one through six or eight, while some even served all grades. The Neoclassical 
style is subtly exhibited on the Stilwell Grade School and is found primarily in the decorative quoining at the 
corners, raised brick ornamentation, and symmetrical elevations. It is nominated for its architecture and educational 
history.  
 
Belleview School, District 68 – Caldwell vicinity, Sumner County 
Belleview School was constructed in 1894 as a one-room country schoolhouse that served rural students in Sumner 
County’s district 68 until it closed in 1956. The district’s first building was erected in 1878 on land in Caldwell 
Township, and it is not known why a new building was needed in 1894. The Chisholm Trail – a trade route linking 
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the Arkansas River valley with the Indian Territory that was later used as a cattle-driving route – passed through the 
Caldwell area. As a result, this vicinity witnessed rapid population and commercial growth when the county was 
opened for white settlement in 1870. One-room schools popped up throughout the township during the 1870s and 
1880s. After Belleview School closed in 1956, the building was used as a polling place until 1998. It sat vacant for 
nearly 15 years before the township sold it to the current owners who relocated it to their nearby farm in 2009. It is 
nominated for its association with local education.  
 
M. W. Gilchrist House – 1101 W South Avenue, Emporia, Lyon County 
Marlin W. and Jane Gilchrist developed this property into a small suburban farmstead of 43-acres in 1876, and a 
residence, barn, and two wells were completed by the end of the summer. In partnership with his brothers William 
and John, M. W. Gilchrist owned and operated both the Metropolitan Stable and Gilchrist and Brothers Lumber Yard 
in Emporia. Gilchrist sold the house in 1883, and in subsequent years, the land was subdivided and developed. The 
property has been the home to several locally well-known Emporia figures through the years including Gilchrist, 
cattleman Sylvan Nation, and railroad businessman Roy Kramm and his wife Lura, an accomplished gardener. The 
Kramms were responsible for several modifications to the landscape in the 1930s including stone entrance piers, an 
outdoor stone fireplace and picnic tables, and a concrete fishpond. The two-story residence features a cross-gabled 
plan with Folk Victorian architectural influences. Metal siding was recently removed from the exterior of the house, 
and it is currently being rehabilitated. The property is nominated for its social history and architecture.  

 
Related Internet Links: 
National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 
Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638  
 
To see drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, see this link: kshs.org/14633  
 

 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 


