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Military Veteran Experiences Featured on Kansas Memory 
 

TOPEKA, KS—The Kansas Historical Society announced it has added several military-related items to its digital portal, 
Kansas Memory (kansasmemory.org). Images of letters, diaries, photographs, and artifacts document all aspects of military 
history from pre-statehood on.  A “faceted” browsing system on the left hand side of the homepage lets the user narrow 
results by selecting a thematic time period such as “World War II.” Then the user then selects “Service” and a specific 
branch of the military from the listed options. 
 
Information on more than 200 World War I soldiers has been uploaded to Kansas Memory. Following the war, the Kansas 
Historical Society and the American Legion undertook a project to gather information about Kansas soldiers who died 
while serving during the war. The project expanded to include all soldiers. Those who completed the information also 
submitted photographs, letters, and newspaper clippings. These items can be accessed on Kansas Memory by selecting 
“Manuscript” and “World War I.” One example is a letter written December 2, 1918, by Albert Nelson, a member of the 
353rd Infantry, 89th Division. The 353rd was an all-Kansas unit. 
 

“I have been a happy boy since Nov 11 but will not eat Xmas dinner in the U.S. this year but I can 
wait another year if I have to since the fighting has ceased. I went through the St. Mehiel (Mihiel) 
also the Muse (Meuse) Argonne drive and haven’t been wounded a time very lucky am I not. We are 
in the Army of Occupation traveling north east ward. Have crossed Belgium and are now in 
Luxemburg. Most of the people speak French and are glad to see us.” 

 
Also available on Kansas Memory is a collection of oral histories of World War II veterans. Several years ago, the Kansas 
Legislature funded this project and allowed local groups to apply for funds to do interviews. The transcripts of more than 
500 interviews are now available on Kansas Memory. Oral histories were completed by organizations in Crawford, 
Doniphan, Ellis, Lyon, Gray, Barber, Rice, and Douglas counties.  

 
Kansas Memory contains more than 17,000 items with more than 180,000 pages. The home page contains a map of the 
state. Users can click on a specific county to see what is available for that county.  Not all of the Kansas Historical 
Society’s collections have been digitized for Kansas Memory but these other holdings are available to researchers at the 
Historical Society’s State Archives, located at 6425 SW 6th Avenue, Topeka. The State Archives is open 9 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday.  Reference questions may be directed to reference@kshs.org or 785-272-8681, ext. 117. 
 
 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

 


