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February 16, 2012 
 

New National Register Properties Named 
 
TOPEKA— The Kansas Historical Society announces eight new Kansas listings in the National Register of 
Historic Places.  These listings were entered January 20, 2012, and include a former railroad office, residence, 
and church in Topeka, a rural one-room school near Manhattan, two schools in Kansas City, a former bank 
building in Winfield, and a public park in Peabody.    
 
The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant properties.  
Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National Register of 
Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, 
evaluate, and protect America's historic and archeological resources.  
 
Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four criteria for evaluation.  Properties can be 
eligible if they are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  They can be eligible if they are associated with the lives of persons significant in the past.  Distinctive 
construction can qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, 
or method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or represent a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction.  Lastly, properties 
may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or may be likely to yield information important in 
prehistory or history.  The National Register recognizes properties of local, statewide, and national significance.   
 
Horace Mann Elementary School – 824 State Avenue, Kansas City, Wyandotte County 
 
The Horace Mann Elementary School was designed by Kansas City, Kansas School District architect William 
W. Rose in a restrained Classical Revival style.  Built in 1909, the three-story, symmetrical masonry building 
features classrooms arranged around a central stair tower and specialized rooms for manual training and 
assembly.  Elements of the Classical Revival style include engaged pilasters, multi-light windows, a rusticated 
stone base, and classical cornice elements.  Rose’s successor, architect Joseph Radotinsky, designed a 1939 
addition to the east end of the building, which blends well with the massing and materials of the original 
building. The building functioned as an elementary school through 1939 when it was converted to use by the 
Kansas City Junior College, which occupied the building until 1968. The building was nominated as part of the 
Historic Public Schools of Kansas multiple property nomination for its local significance in the areas of 
architecture and education.  
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Kansas City, Kansas High School Gymnasium & Laboratory – 1017 N 9th Street, Kansas City, Wyandotte 
County 
 
The Kansas City High School Gymnasium and Laboratory building was built in 1923 as an education-related 
structure intended to support school activities.  The related high school sat across the street, but a fire destroyed 
the school in 1934.  A tunnel beneath Ninth Street had connected the two buildings.  The three-story gym and 
lab building featured specialized classrooms, such as chemistry and physics laboratories and a home economics 
department, and indoor athletic facilities that included a spacious two-story gymnasium, swimming pool, and 
locker rooms with showers.  After the fire a junior college program moved into the gym and lab building and 
would later expand into the nearby Horace Mann Elementary School and remained there until 1968.  The high 
school left the building for good when the new Wyandotte High School opened in 1937.  School district 
architects William W. Rose and David B. Peterson designed the gym and lab building in the Renaissance 
Revival style.   The building was nominated as part of the Historic Public Schools of Kansas multiple property 
nomination for its local significance in the area of education. 

Winfield National Bank – 901 Main Street, Winfield, Cowley County 

 
By the early 1890s there were four bank buildings located at the intersection of Ninth and Main in Winfield.  
The Winfield National Bank built a two-story brick building at the southwest corner of this prominent 
intersection in 1879 and significantly remodeled the building in 1916.  However, by 1923 the bank had 
contracted with the American Fixture Company to construct a new building. Just as the 1879 brick building had 
reflected the bank’s investment in the community with its construction of one of the community’s early brick 
structures, the new 1923 Classical Revival style building reflected financial prosperity and stability.  The bank 
survived the Great Depression, but later merged with First National Bank in 1945 and moved across the street.  
The building’s Classical Revival features include a formal, symmetrical façade and a smooth stone exterior. It 
has a temple front with paired pilasters framing the recessed entrance and a tall and prominent parapet.  The 
building was nominated for its local significance in the area of commerce and architecture. 
 
ATSF Motive Power Building – 1001 NE Atchison, Topeka, Shawnee County   
 
The Motive Power Building was constructed in 1910 and expanded in 1930 to serve as offices to the adjacent 
Santa Fe Railway shops.  The turn of the century represented a new era for Santa Fe when Topeka citizens 
supported the relocation of the shops to the Oakland neighborhood in 1902.  When completed, the investment 
was nearly $400,000 and employed 3,000 men and the shops covered nearly 120 acres.  Many workers lived in 
the surrounding area and the availability of railroad jobs is partially attributed to the influx of Mexican 
immigrants to Oakland.  In addition to housing offices, the Motive Power Building functioned as a sort of 
community center for shop employees and their families.  An auditorium on the top floor was used for social 
activities and even included performances by the Santa Fe employees’ band.  The shops evolved to meet the 
railroad’s changing needs as it transitioned from steam to diesel power and terminated passenger service.  The 
Motive Power Building closed its doors in 2002.  The four-story building features an exposed concrete structure 
and a simplified, symmetrical façade reflective of the Commercial style with applied Classical Revival 
ornament.  It was nominated in the area of commerce.   
 
Church of the Holy Name  – 1110 SW 10th Street, Topeka, Shawnee County 
 
Until 1914 Topeka Catholics were served by two parishes—St. Joseph’s and Assumption.  By the early 20th 
century Topeka’s westward-moving population necessitated the creation of a new parish to accommodate the 
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250 Catholic families who lived west of Topeka Boulevard and south of the Kansas River.  The fledgling new 
Holy Name parish purchased property at the corner of Tenth and Clay streets on which to build its first building 
—a combination church, school, rectory, and office building.  Under the leadership of Father Michael O’Leary 
the parish made plans for a permanent house of worship, and hired Chicago architect Henry Schlacks to design 
the building.  Schlacks combined his interest in architecture and devotion to the Catholic Church when in 1898 
he founded the Notre Dame architecture program, the first at any Catholic university in America.  Modeled after 
Chicago’s St. Ignatius Church, which Schlacks designed, Topeka’s Church of the Holy Name was completed in 
1925 and reflects the Renaissance Revival style.  The two-story building features a cross plan, a dressed 
Carthage limestone exterior with Tuscan Doric pilasters at all corners and junctions, and a tile roof.  The 
building was nominated for its architecture. 
 
John C. Harmon House – 915 SW Buchanan, Topeka, Shawnee County 
 
The Harmon House is located in a close-in turn-of-the-20th-century neighborhood that is 11 blocks west of the 
commercial district lining Kansas Avenue, eight blocks west of the Kansas State Capitol, and just three blocks 
west of Topeka High School.  The neighborhood lining 800 and 900 blocks of Buchanan Street was historically 
known as Governor’s Row or Governor’s Square and includes impressive turn-of-the-century residences 
including ones designed by Holland and Squires and Wight and Wilder.  John C. Harmon, a local mortgage 
banker, commissioned the Kansas City-based architectural firm of Wilder and Wight to design a residence. He 
may have known Edward T. Wilder, who was from Topeka.  The house was built by local contractor Harry S. 
Douglas in the Neoclassical style.  Key elements of the style are reflected in the home’s monumental portico, 
symmetry, elaborate columns, porch and roofline balustrades, decorative window and door surrounds, multi-
light windows, and overhanging eaves with dentils.  The property includes a contributing carriage house, well 
house, and modern garage.  It was nominated for its architecture.   
 
Rocky Ford School – 1969 Barnes Road, Manhattan, Riley County 
 
Rocky Ford School is a one-room limestone schoolhouse near Manhattan in Riley County that was built in 1903 
and rebuilt in 1927 after a fire.  Various repairs and improvements were made to the property within its first two 
decades.  An outhouse was built in 1904, a well was first excavated in 1909, but a new well was dug in 1933, 
and a merry-go-round was installed in 1929.  These contributing elements remain associated with the property.  
The school building served first through eighth grade students in District 70 until consolidation with District 1 
in 1938.  Although consolidation had been a topic of discussion during District 70 board meetings as early as 
1921, officials chose to rebuild the school after a fire nearly destroyed it in 1927.  Builder Fred Hulse used the 
original limestone during the reconstruction and improvements, such as electric lighting, were made.  The 
building was nominated as part of the Historic Public Schools of Kansas multiple property nomination for its 
educational and architectural significance. 
 
Peabody City Park – Peabody, Marion County 
 
The 23-acre Peabody City Park has a long and colorful history that began in the 1870s with its use as a 
fairground owned by the Marion County Agricultural Society and its later use as a community park.   This 
property on the west edge of town has hosted all kinds of community events including county fairs, a statewide 
fair in 1885, numerous Chautauquas in the early 1900s, and sporting events.  Old issues of the Peabody Gazette 
provide much of the history of the property’s development and reveal the names of those hired to erect 
buildings and plant trees, such as builder A. K. Steward and landscape gardener E. W. Stephens.  New Deal-era 
labor enhanced the park in the 1930s with the construction of picnic facilities and athletic field bleachers.  
Today the park is a layered landscape that retains components of its development from fairground to New Deal-
era park to a modern city park including a late 19th century horse racetrack, octagonal floral exhibition hall,  
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stone entranceway, athletic field with stone bleachers, picnic tables and stoves, and plantings.  The park was 
nominated for its local significance in the areas of recreation, entertainment, and architecture. 

 
Related Links: 
 
National Register of Historic Places:  nps.gov/nr/ 
 
Nominations are accessible on the Kansas Historical Society website:   kshs.org/14638 
 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 
Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 
 


