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Public Invited to Experience, Explore Archeology at Field School 
June 1 – 16 

 

TOPEKA, KS—The Kansas Historical Society and the Kansas Anthropological Association will 

hold the annual Kansas Archeology Training Program field school June 1 – 16 at the presumed 

location of the Billy Dixon trading post (14EL311) south of Hays. Also known as Whiskey 

Ranch, this site presents an opportunity to investigate the history of immediate post-Civil War 

era Ellis County and to advance understanding of the culture and lifeway of buffalo hunter 

culture. 

 

The annual field school is an opportunity for the public to work alongside professional and 

avocational archeologists. No experience is necessary—just a desire to learn. Volunteers can 

attend for a few days or the entire 16 days of the field school. Participants assist archeologists in 

surveying for sites, excavating sites, and cleaning/cataloging artifacts in the lab. Archeology 

technique courses are also offered and can be taken for college credit. Registration fee for the 

field school is $20 for members of the Kansas Anthropological Association or Kansas Historical 

Foundation. Non-member fee is $80. Children must be at least 10 years old and accompanied by 

a parent or responsible adult. After May 1 the participation fee increases to $30 for members and 

$90 for nonmembers. For more information call Virginia Wulfkuhle at 785-272-8681, ext. 266. 

The registration packet is available on the Historical Society’s website at kshs.org/14622. 

 

A full schedule of evening programs will be free and open to the public at Fort Hays State 

University, but access to the excavation site will be restricted to project participants only. 

 

The field school is sponsored by the Kansas Historical Society, the Kansas Anthropological 

Association, Ellis County Historical Society, and Fort Hays State University Departments of 

History and Geosciences. 

 
The Kansas Historical Society does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or operation of its programs. The 

Historical Society requests prior notification to accommodate individuals with special needs or disabilities.  

 

Connect with us! 

Our website: kshs.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 

Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 

YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 

Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


