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KU Main Campus, Lawrence Farmstead, and Kansas City Church 

Added to National Register of Historic Places 
 

TOPEKA, KS—The Kansas Historical Society announced that the main campus of the 

University of Kansas, a Lawrence farmstead, and a Kansas City church are the newest Kansas 

listings in the National Register of Historic Places. These listings were entered into the National 

Register on April 16. This brings the total Kansas listings in the National Register to 1,298.  

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 

Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 

support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 

archeological resources.  

 

Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four criteria for evaluation. 

Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they are associated with 

the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can qualify properties for the 

National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or method of construction, 

or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Lastly, properties may 

be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or may be likely to yield information 

important in prehistory or history. The National Register recognizes properties of local, 

statewide, and national significance.  

 

Below are summaries of the listings: 

 

University of Kansas Historic District – Lawrence, Douglas County 

 

The University of Kansas (KU) Historic District and its 52 resources occupy 85 acres flanking 

Jayhawk Boulevard at the heart of the KU campus about one mile southeast of the civic and 

commercial center of Lawrence. The Kansas Legislature established KU in 1863 to provide 

higher education opportunities in Kansas, with a focus on literature, arts, and sciences. The 

campus developed on land donated by former Kansas Governor Charles Robinson. The 

buildings, structures, sites, and objects within the district were constructed between 1878 and 

2008 and reflect the primary academic core of the university campus that evolved along Jayhawk 
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Boulevard. The evolution of the campus over a period of nearly 90 years is evident in the variety 

of architectural styles and landscape design trends present in the district. The district includes 26 

contributing and 20 non-contributing resources. Six resources are individually listed in the 

National Register. It was nominated for its local and statewide significance in the areas of 

education, architecture, and landscape architecture. 

 

Kibbee Farmstead – 1500 Haskell Avenue, Lawrence, Douglas County 

 

Walter and Fannie Kibbee developed a small 15-acre farmstead on the outskirts of Lawrence in 

the early 20th century. They raised small numbers of cattle, milk cows, poultry and swine, 

produced butter and eggs for sale, and farmed a few acres in alfalfa and other crops. They sold 

the farm in 1920 to Conrad and Bertha Altenbernd, who farmed the property until 1947. The 

property was annexed by the City of Lawrence in 1959. Today, the collection of six farm 

buildings is now within the city limits amongst mid-20th century development. The buildings 

include a Dutch Colonial Revival-style residence, gable-roof barn, chicken house, outhouse, 

garage, and shed. The farmstead displays an abundant use of concrete, a popular building 

material on Kansas farmsteads in the 1910s. It was nominated as part of the Agriculture-Related 

Resources of Kansas multiple property nomination for its local significance in the areas of 

agriculture and architecture.  

 

Welborn Community Congregational Church – 5217 Leavenworth Road, Kansas City, 

Wyandotte County 

 

The Welborn Community Congregational Church is centered on a one-acre hillside plot located 

along Leavenworth Road, a corridor of mostly mid-century buildings, approximately seven miles 

northeast of downtown Kansas City, Kansas. The church congregation was established in 1874, 

which constructed its first house of worship on this same location in 1882. A fire destroyed their 

house of worship in 1936 prompting the construction of the nominated building. It was built in 

two phases during the mid-20th century. The church sanctuary is housed in a late 1930s 

Collegiate Gothic-style building designed by Kansas City architect Ernest O. Brostrom at the end 

of his career. A Modern-style education wing designed by architect Raymond Meyn was added 

onto the east side of the church in 1959. Today the church is known as the Welborn Community 

United Church of Christ. The building was nominated for its architecture.  

 

Related Internet Links: 

National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 

Nominations are available on the Kansas Historical Society website: kshs.org/14638 

 
Connect with us! 

Our website: kshs.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 

Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 

YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 

Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


