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July 19, 2012 

 

Four Kansas Listings Approved for National Register of Historic Places 
 

TOPEKA, KS—The Kansas Historical Society is pleased to announce the newest National 

Register of Historic Places listings. The four listings were entered into the National Register on 

July 3, 2012 and include a commercial building in El Dorado, an Abilene residence, and a school 

and church in rural Osage County. This brings the total Kansas listings in the National Register 

to 1,276. 

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 

Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 

support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 

archeological resources.  

 

Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four criteria for evaluation. 

Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they are associated with 

the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can qualify properties for the 

National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or method of construction, 

or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Lastly, properties may 

be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or may be likely to yield information 

important in prehistory or history. The National Register recognizes properties of local, 

statewide, and national significance. 

 

Below are summaries of the listings: 

 

Amos Gish Building – 317, 319 S Main Street, El Dorado, Butler County 

 

After graduating from the veterinary program at Kansas State College in 1910, Amos Gish 

moved to El Dorado to start his own business. He arrived during a period of considerable growth 

and development in El Dorado, which was largely in response to the discovery of oil and gas 

nearby. Gish selected a site along US Highway 77 near the junction of US Highway 54 in 

downtown El Dorado to house his new building. It was completed in 1917. His veterinary office 

was located on the second floor along with several apartments. He leased commercial space on 
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the first floor, which was occupied by various auto-related businesses over the years. Gish 

operated his veterinary practice out of this building until his retirement in 1960, and he lived 

there with his family until his death in 1969. His son John Gish joined the business in 1941, and 

began his own practice when Amos retired. Today, the business is known as the El Dorado 

Animal Clinic. The building was nominated for its local significance in the area of commerce. 

 

David R. Gorden House – 400 N Cedar Street, Abilene, Dickinson County 

 

Civil War veteran David R. Gorden arrived in Kansas in 1866 and found work with the Union 

Pacific Railroad as a telegraph operator. In 1869, he transferred to Abilene where he served as 

UP’s first station agent during the height of cattle-shipping activity. Gorden had many local 

business interests and also served as Abilene’s postmaster from 1889-1894. He hired architect 

Franklin Keagy of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania to design this residence, which was completed 

in 1877. The two-and-a-half-story house reflects the late Victorian-era Gothic Revival style, with 

its brick exterior, decorative gable trim, paired peak-head windows in the front gable, and round-

arch double-door entrance. The gables are not as steeply pitched as classic examples of Gothic 

Revival residential architecture, and the house form mimics that of the Folk Victorian gable-

front-and-wing. It was nominated for its local significance in the area of architecture.  

 

Arvonia School – Arvonia Township, Osage County  

 

The Arvonia School served as the only school for the Welsh community of Arvonia from the 

time of its construction in 1872 until the school closed due to consolidation in 1949. Arvonia was 

platted in the late 1860s on land purchased for speculation by John Mather Jones, owner of a 

Welsh-language newspaper in Utica, New York and his associate James A. Whitaker of Chicago. 

To entice Welsh colonists to buy land in Kansas, Jones published a pamphlet entitled Arvonia: 

That Is, The Welsh Settlement in Osage County. Although the town did not meet the expectations 

of early spectators, many Welsh families remained for generations. The school was designed by 

pioneer Kansas architect John G. Haskell, and is one of the earliest-known architect-designed 

schools in Kansas. However, because the stone building was heavily modified in about 1900 

with the removal of the second story, it was not being nominated for its architecture but rather 

for its local significance in the areas of education and Welsh ethnic heritage.   

 

Calvinistic Methodist Church – Arvonia Township, Osage County 

 

Built in 1883, the Calvinistic Methodist Church in Arvonia was a center of religious and social 

activity in the rural Welsh community until the congregation disbanded in 1968. The Calvinistic 

Methodist Church was established in Wales in 1741 and has roots in both the Methodist and 

Presbyterian traditions. The Arvonia congregation that erected the building had originally 

organized as a Presbyterian congregation in 1871 and would later rejoin the Presbyterian 

denomination in 1922. The congregation purchased land in 1882 and hired carpenter Ellis (Al) 

Evans to build the town’s first church. This vernacular wood-frame building is symmetrical and 

features a front-facing gable with a single central entrance. The building was nominated for its 

local significance in the areas of early settlement, architecture, and Welsh ethnic heritage. 

 

Related Internet Links: 
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National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 

 

Nominations are available on the Kansas Historical Society website: kshs.org/14638 


