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Manhattan Home and Rush County Farmstead 

Added to National Register of Historic Places 
 

TOPEKA, KS—The Kansas Historical Society announced the newest National Register of 

Historic Places listings. These include an early 20
th

 century residence in Manhattan and a 

farmstead in Rush County, which were entered into the National Register on October 17, 2012.  

This brings the total Kansas listings in the National Register to 1,287.  

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 

Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 

support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 

archeological resources.  

 

Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four criteria for evaluation. 

Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they are associated with 

the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can qualify properties for the 

National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or method of construction, 

or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Lastly, properties may 

be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or may be likely to yield information 

important in prehistory or history. The National Register recognizes properties of local, 

statewide, and national significance.  

 

Below are summaries of the listings: 

 

Daniel & Maude Walters House – 100 S Delaware Avenue, Manhattan, Riley County 

 

Completed in 1928, most likely from a design by the original owner, architect Daniel Walters, 

the dwelling reflects the continued popularity of the Craftsman style well into the late 1920s. The 

house represents the work of a skilled architect who modified a standard Craftsman bungalow by 

incorporating key features of the Tudor Revival style. As such, the house embodies distinctive 

characteristics of the property type and period of construction. At the time of its completion, 

Walters owned and operated Walters Sand Company and it is likely he oversaw the construction 

of the house. Three of Walters’ brothers owned and operated various construction-related 
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companies in Manhattan. Frank had a plumbing contracting company, Karl ran a lumber 

business, and B.K. operated a paving business; they likely completed work on the house. The 

house and associated garage were built at what was then the west edge of the city limits and 

illustrate the pattern of expansion of residential construction increasingly distant from downtown 

that took place in the 1920s as a result of economic and population growth, as well as widespread 

use of the automobile. It was nominated to the National Register of Historic Places as part of the 

Late Nineteenth Century and Early Twentieth Century Residential Resources in Manhattan, 

Kansas multiple property nomination for its local significance in the areas of community 

planning and development and architecture. 

 

Miller Farmstead – 2913 Highway 4, La Crosse, Rush County 

 

Frank and Emma Seuser Miller established this farmstead east of La Crosse in 1881. Frank was 

an early settler in the area, arriving from Austria by way of New York, Wisconsin, and Missouri 

in 1876, just two years after Rush County had been organized. Emma’s family arrived in 1877 

from Wisconsin. Frank first lived on another homestead in Rush County. He later claimed this 

land as a Timber Claim, and they built their permanent house and farmstead here. It developed 

into a subsistence farm with livestock and grain production. One of the more unique aspects of 

the Miller Farmstead is the number of buildings and structures that remain – 19 in all. With the 

exception of a windmill, nothing has been torn down or removed in the property’s history. The 

farmstead has remained in the Miller family and is now owned by Frank and Emma’s grandson 

Virgel Miller and his wife Kathryn. It was nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 

as part of the Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas multiple property nomination for 

its local significance in the area of agriculture.  

 

Related Internet Links: 

 

National Register of Historic Places: nps.gov/nr/ 

 

Nominations are available on the Kansas Historical Society website: kshs.org/14638 

 
Connect with us! 

Our website: kshs.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 

Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 

YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 


