
- END - 

February 11, 2013 

 

Historic Sites Board of Review Nominates 14 Properties 

for National Register of Historic Places 
 

TOPEKA, KS—At its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka 

Saturday, February 9, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to forward 14 nominations to the 

Office of the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places in Washington, D.C., to be 

evaluated by its professional staff. If staff members concur with the board’s findings, the 

properties will be included in the National Register. In other action, the board voted in favor of 

expanding the nomination boundaries of a current National Register-listed property and 

recommended the removal of one property from the National Register.  

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 

Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 

support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 

archeological resources. Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four 

criteria for evaluation. Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have 

made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they 

are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can 

qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or 

method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or 

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 

distinction. Lastly, properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or 

may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. The National Register 

recognizes properties of local, statewide, and national significance. 

 

The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Properties included in the National Register are automatically listed in the State 

Register. However, not all properties listed in the State Register are included in the National 

Register. The same general criteria are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion in 

the state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for eligibility. 

 

Below are summaries of the nominations: 

 

National Register of Historic Places 
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University of Kansas Historic District – Lawrence, Douglas County 

 

The University of Kansas (KU) Historic District and its 52 resources occupy 85 acres flanking 

Jayhawk Boulevard at the heart of the KU campus about one mile southeast of the civic and 

commercial center of Lawrence. KU was established in 1864 to provide higher education 

opportunities in Kansas, with a focus on literature, arts, and sciences. The campus developed on 

land donated by former Kansas Governor Charles Robinson. The buildings, structures, sites, and 

objects within the district were constructed between 1878 and 2008 and reflect the primary 

academic core of the university campus that evolved along Jayhawk Boulevard. The evolution of 

the campus over a period of nearly 90 years is evident in the variety of architectural styles and 

landscape design trends present in the district. The district includes 26 contributing and 20 non-

contributing resources. Six resources are individually listed in the National Register. It is 

nominated for its local and statewide significance in the areas of education, architecture, and 

landscape architecture.  

 

Woolf Brothers Clothing Company Building – 135 E Douglas Avenue, Wichita, Sedgwick 

County 

 

The Woolf Brothers Clothing Company building opened in 1923 as the newest addition to the 

Woolf Brothers chain of stores, owned by Kansas City, Missouri businessman Herbert Woolf, 

who had taken over the family business after his father’s death in 1915. The Woolf Brothers 

business began in 1866 when Samuel Woolf, a former Union Army soldier from New York, and 

his brother Alfred opened the Woolf Brothers’ Shirt Depot in Leavenworth. The two men moved 

their business to Kansas City by 1879. By 1920, Herbert was looking to expand the business into 

other markets like Wichita, and within a decade branches were located in Missouri, Kansas, and 

Oklahoma. The Wichita business was located in the heart of downtown in a three-story building 

designed by Wichita architect Lorentz Schmidt and built by George Siedhoff. It exemplifies the 

hallmarks of the Chicago School of Architecture, with its exterior grid, prominent tripartite 

fenestration configuration, and overall exterior composition with base, shaft, and highly 

ornamented cornice. The building is nominated for its local significance in the areas of 

commerce and architecture.  

 

Commodore Apartment Hotel – 222 E Elm Street, Wichita, Sedgwick County 

 

The Commodore Apartment Hotel is located at the north end of Wichita’s downtown 

commercial district. The rapid development of multiple-family housing in Wichita was essential 

in the 1920s, when the city’s population nearly doubled. Local leaders attracted the attention of 

the Hurley-Park Investment Company of Tulsa, a partnership of Secretary of War Patrick J. 

Hurley and builder and realtor Robert R. Park. Soon Hurley-Park, which was simultaneously 

developing Tulsa’s Ambassador Hotel, was making plans to build the Commodore Apartment 

Hotel. They hired Kansas City-based architect Nelle Elizabeth Peters, who specialized in 

apartment buildings and hotels, to design the Commodore Hotel. It was completed and opened in 

1929. At nine stories, it is the tallest building in this part of downtown and is constructed of 

reinforced concrete with brick and terra cotta detailing reflecting the Spanish Colonial Revival 

style. The building is identified by a prominent rooftop sign that reads “COMMODORE.” The 
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building is nominated as part of the Residential Resources of Wichita multiple property 

nomination for its local significance in the area of architecture.  

 

Westside IOOF Lodge – 928 & 930 W Douglas Avenue, Wichita, Sedgwick County 

 

The Westside IOOF Lodge is located in Wichita’s Delano district. Now a shopping and 

entertainment district, Delano was first established in the 1870s as the city’s vice district, but 

began a transformation into a suburban commercial district as the city expanded west of the 

Arkansas River (known as the “West Side”) in the 1880s. Delano was fully developed in the 

1910s as the city’s growing population filled bungalows in the nearby Riverside Addition. The 

Westside International Order of Oddfellows (IOOF) organized in 1888 and built this two-story 

building at the corner of West Douglas Avenue and Walnut Street in 1911. The Oddfellows used 

the second-floor space for their meetings until 1983, while various businesses occupied the first 

floor, including the Farmers State Bank from 1919 to 1933, Ponca Tent and Awning Company, 

Grotto Recreation, and Kellogg-Buck Furniture. The building is nominated for its local 

significance in the area of social history for its association with the IOOF.  

 

John Faris Wayland House – 317 E 6
th

 Street, Washington, Washington County 

 

The Wayland House is located in a residential neighborhood three blocks southeast of downtown 

Washington. The two-and-a-half-story wood-frame residence was built in the late 1880s for 

bridge builder John Faris Wayland, who had moved his family to Washington in the mid-1880s. 

By 1910, John’s son William Claude Wayland was managing the Wayland Bridge Company, 

which remained in business until at least 1940. Although some anecdotal evidence suggests that 

John may have constructed the house, this has not been confirmed. Elements of the Queen Anne 

style are reflected in its complex roof with a high-pitched hipped element and lower cross gables 

and the wide variety of exterior wood features, which include narrow clapboards, board-and-

batten siding, patterned wood shingles, eave brackets, tongue-and-groove eaves and porch 

ceiling, and decorative vergeboards. The Wayland House is nominated for its local significance 

in the area of architecture.  

 

Fourth National Bank Building – 100-110 N Market Street, Wichita, Sedgwick County 

 

The Fourth National Bank Building is located in the central business district of Wichita. The 

building served as the bank’s headquarters from 1916 until 1971, when the bank moved to a new 

building. It was constructed as a six-story building in 1916, and a seventh story was added in 

1923 along with a seven-story addition to the east. In 1958 a seven-story rear addition was 

constructed to the north and the building’s exterior was completely redesigned to reflect the 

Modern style. A local architectural firm, Thomas, Harris, Calvin Associates, oversaw the mid-

century design changes, which carried through to the interior. Exterior changes included the 

installation of vertical panels in pink marble and deep red granite with elongated aluminum-

framed windows and aluminum fluted spandrels. These renovations took place during a period of 

rapid growth and change within Fourth National Bank when its management was restructured to 

increase efficiency, computing machines were introduced to streamline accounting and 

bookkeeping, and new departments were created. Thus, the building was entirely remodeled to 
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create an efficient environment. It is nominated for its local significance in the areas of 

commerce and architecture.  

 

Kibbee Farmstead – 1500 Haskell Avenue, Lawrence, Douglas County 

 

Walter and Fannie Kibbee developed a small 15-acre farmstead on the outskirts of Lawrence in 

the early 20
th

 century. They raised small numbers of cattle, milk cows, poultry, and swine, 

produced butter and eggs for sale, and farmed a few acres in alfalfa and other crops. They sold 

the farm in 1920 to Conrad and Bertha Altenbernd, who farmed the property until 1947. The 

property was annexed by the City of Lawrence in 1959. Today, the collection of six farm 

buildings is now within the city limits amongst mid-20
th

 century development. The buildings 

include a Dutch Colonial Revival-style residence, gable-roof barn, chicken house, outhouse, 

garage, and shed. The farmstead displays an abundant use of concrete, a popular building 

material on Kansas farmsteads in the 1910s. It is nominated as part of the Agriculture-Related 

Resources of Kansas multiple property nomination for its local significance in the areas of 

agriculture and architecture.  

 

Oakley High School Stadium – 118 W 7
th

 Street, Oakley, Logan County  

 

The construction of Oakley High School Stadium in 1938 was financed through the New Deal-

era Works Progress Administration (WPA) and has hosted football games and track meets since 

its completion in 1939. Lewis Mershon was the lead builder and used a team of unskilled WPA 

laborers made up of financially struggling local farmers. The limestone and concrete stadium 

faces a standard 100-yard football field with natural grass surface encircled by a 400-meter track 

and includes two locker rooms, restrooms, a tornado shelter, and outdoor bleacher seating. It 

exhibits symmetry, vertical and horizontal lines, and rounded features, all of which gives it a 

WPA Moderne appearance. The stadium was first used on October 6, 1939 for the first home 

football game of the season between the Oakley Plainsmen and the Colby Eagles. Although the 

local newspaper reminded readers that Oakley had defeated Colby “seven times in the last eleven 

years,” the Plainsmen were “trounced” by the “powerful” Eagles. It is nominated as part of the 

New Deal-era Resources of Kansas multiple property submission for its local significance in the 

areas of recreation, government, and architecture.  

 

Harry Keith Barn – ¼ mile E of 200
th

 Avenue on M Road, Penokee, Graham County 

 

The Harry Keith Barn is located south of Penokee in Graham County and was built in October 

1940 by farmer Harry Keith with the help of his brothers and neighbors. Situated within a 

landscape of rolling agricultural fields and century-old cottonwood trees along nearby Brush 

Creek, the barn is built into a hillside and features an iconic gambrel roof. The barn’s lower level 

functioned as a place to house and feed livestock and milk cattle, and the upper level served as 

hay and grain storage. The surrounding farmstead includes a few remaining outbuildings. 

Adjacent to the barn is an Aermotor windmill, likely the 702 model, which was first 

manufactured by the Aermotor Company of Chicago in 1933, along with a reservoir that holds 

4,000 gallons of water. The Keith Barn is nominated to the National Register as part of the 

Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas multiple property nomination for its local significance 

in the areas of agriculture and architecture.  
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Welborn Community Congregational Church – 5217 Leavenworth Road, Kansas City, 

Wyandotte County 

 

The Welborn Community Congregational Church is centered on a one-acre hillside plot located 

along Leavenworth Road, a corridor of mostly mid-century buildings, approximately seven miles 

northeast of downtown Kansas City, Kansas. The church congregation was established in 1874, 

which constructed its first house of worship on this same location in 1882. A fire destroyed their 

house of worship in 1936 prompting the construction of the nominated building. It was built in 

two phases during the mid-20th century. The church sanctuary is housed in a late 1930s 

Collegiate Gothic-style building designed by Kansas City architect Ernest O. Brostrom at the end 

of his career. A Modern-style education wing designed by architect Raymond Meyn was added 

onto the east side of the church in 1959. Today the church is known as the Welborn Community 

United Church of Christ. The building is nominated for its architecture.  

 

Boot Hill Museum – 500 Wyatt Earp Boulevard, Dodge City, Ford County 

 

Dodge City’s livelihood has long depended upon its ability to reinvent itself. It was born of the 

Santa Fe Trail, developed with the coming of the Santa Fe Railroad, and looked to the New 

Santa Fe Trail – Highway 50 – for renewal. While Dodge City was remaking itself, the 

entertainment industry was capitalizing on its place in American popular culture – as the 

stereotypical Wild West town. While the protagonists of dime novels, movies, and television 

series like Gunsmoke’s Matt Dillon were telling bad guys to “get the heck out of Dodge,” tourists 

flocked to the legendary town. By the mid-20
th

 century, the city’s efforts to live down its rowdy 

past were overwhelmed by the potential for capitalizing on it. Locals had been advocating for a 

Boot Hill museum as early as the 1920s, but it wasn’t until after the 1939 world premiere of the 

movie Dodge City, which firmly placed the town within the popular culture lexicon, that the city 

commission issued bonds to begin construction. The site developed in stages and was largely 

complete by 1964. Boot Hill Museum is nominated as part of the Roadside Kansas multiple 

property nomination for its significance in the areas of entertainment and education as a mid-20
th

 

century museum that interprets Dodge City’s history as a cowtown and for its association with 

the local tourism industry.  

 

Dodge City Municipal Building – 501 W Spruce Street, Dodge City, Ford County 

  

The Dodge City Municipal Building was designed by Mann and Company, Architects and 

Engineers of Hutchinson, and constructed in 1929 by contractor J.N. Parham. Built to house 

municipal offices, a police station, and a fire station, the building is characterized by a unique 

design incorporating both Mediterranean and Modern influences. It is centrally located adjacent 

and north of the Boot Hill Museum and occupies a corner lot in downtown Dodge City. The site 

also contains three commemorative markers, a statue of a cowboy, and two Corinthian column 

lamp posts. It is nominated for its local significance in the areas of government, social history, 

and architecture.  

 

Santa Fe Trail - Ford County Segment 2 (Fowler's Ruts) – Ford vicinity, Ford County  
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The Santa Fe Trail – Ford County Segment 2, also known as Fowler’s Ruts, was part of the Wet 

Route of the Santa Fe Trail in Kansas from 1821 until 1867. During a period of tension between 

Mexico and the Republic of Texas in 1843, this segment was used by the First US dragoons, 

under the command of Captain Philip St. George Cooke, as they escorted a Santa Fe-bound 

caravan. Cooke and the dragoons forded the Arkansas River near this site to accept the surrender 

of Colonel Jacob Snively and his “Texas Invincibles.” Between 1849 and 1869, this trail segment 

and its associated spring also saw use by travelers heading to Wyoming along the Cherokee 

Trail. This trail segment is nominated for its significance in the areas of transportation, military, 

and commerce and for its potential to yield archeological information. 

Scott Spring on the Oregon-California Trail – Westmoreland vicinity, Pottawatomie County 

Scott Spring was a reliable water source near the Rock Creek Crossing of the Oregon and 

California trails. Its location near this crossing made it a suitable campground while west-bound 

travelers waited for high waters to recede. The nominated site contains the location of the spring 

itself, as well as an intact trail segment that includes at least three distinct swales. This site is 

nationally significant for its association with the Oregon and California trails and for its potential 

to yield important archeological information. 

 

National Register of Historic Places – Boundary Amendment 

 

Alcove Spring – Blue Rapids vicinity, Marshall County 

 

Alcove Spring is one of the best known campsites along the Oregon and California trails, as it is 

featured prominently in diaries of emigrants as they awaited favorable crossing conditions on the 

nearby Big Blue River. The Donner-Reed party, who later found themselves trapped by snowy 

conditions in the Sierra Nevada Mountains of California, camped here in May 1846. Alcove 

Spring was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1972, but the original nomination 

only included seven acres around the spring itself. This amendment seeks to include two areas of 

intact trail segments to the west and north of the spring. Including the spring and trail segments, 

the amended boundary incorporates 246 acres.  

National Register of Historic Places – Request for Removal 

 

Colby Municipal Swimming Pool and Bath House – 205 E 5
th

 Street, Colby, Thomas County 

 

The Colby Municipal Swimming Pool & Bath House was listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places in 2002 as part of the New Deal-Era Resources of Kansas multiple property 

submission for its local significance in the area of entertainment/recreation history. The complex, 

which included an Art Deco bath house, pool, and wading pool, was constructed in 1941 as a 

Works Project Administration (WPA) project. Murray Wilson of Paulette and Wilson 

Engineering of Salina handled design details and construction. It was demolished in 2010 and the 

site remains vacant.  

 

Related Internet Links: 

 

National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 

Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638  
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To read drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, see this link: kshs.org/14633 


