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May 6, 2013 

 

Historic Sites Board of Review Nominates 10 Properties for National Register 

of Historic Places 
 

TOPEKA, KS—At its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka 

on Saturday, May 4, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to forward 10 nominations to the 

Office of the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places in Washington, D.C., to be 

evaluated by its professional staff. If staff members concur with the board’s findings, the 

properties will be included in the National Register. In other action, the board voted in favor of 

expanding the nomination boundaries of a current National Register-listed property, approved 

additional information to be added to the nomination of a National Register-listed property, 

approved the relocation of a National Register-listed bridge, and recommended the removal of 

one property from the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 

Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 

support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 

archeological resources. Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four 

criteria for evaluation. Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have 

made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they 

are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can 

qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or 

method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or 

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 

distinction. Lastly, properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or 

may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. The National Register 

recognizes properties of local, statewide, and national significance.  

 

The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Properties included in the National Register are automatically listed in the State 

Register. However, not all properties listed in the State Register are included in the National 

Register. The same general criteria are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion in 

the state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for eligibility. 

 

Below are summaries of the nominations: 
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National Register of Historic Places 

 

Belleville High School – 915 W 18th Street, Belleville, Republic County 

 

The residents of Belleville voted in favor of $115,000 in local bonds to finance the construction 

of a new high school in 1931. Wichita architect Samuel S. Voigt designed the Collegiate Gothic-

style building, and Hoisington contractor Alex Helwig oversaw its construction. The school 

served as the public high school for 31 years and then as a junior high and later middle school for 

another 51 years. The building embodies the traditional characteristics of the Collegiate Gothic 

style with its red brick exterior and stone detailing, multiple gable roofs, and pointed arches. At 

the time of its opening, the school’s design reflected the latest trends in school planning with 

separate auditorium and gymnasium spaces and specialized classrooms for the manual training 

and domestic science departments. It is nominated as part of the Historic Public Schools of 

Kansas multiple property nomination for its local significance in the areas of education and 

architecture. 

 

Naomi & Leona Apartment Buildings – 509 & 507 S Market Street, Wichita, Sedgwick County 

 

The Naomi and Leona Apartment Buildings were built in 1926 and 1927, respectively, by 

property developer and contractor Oliver J. Mourning. The buildings feature the same design and 

appearance. Mourning named the Leona apartments after his daughter and the Naomi apartments 

after his mother, but by 1939, the buildings had different owners and were known by different 

names. The identical brick buildings are two-stories each with a flat roof, full-width one-story 

front porch, and a second-story balcony. Each building reflects the Neoclassical style, which is 

evident in the symmetrical facade and dentiled cornice. Located just five blocks south of 

Douglas Avenue, a main thoroughfare through Wichita’s central business district, the buildings 

featured 24 units, each with a fireplace and private bath and kitchen amenities. Tenants were 

mostly single women, with some single men and married couples. The buildings are nominated 

as part of the Residential Resources of Wichita multiple property nomination for their local 

significance in the areas of architecture and community planning and development. 

 

Ellington Apartment Building – 514 S Main Street, Wichita, Sedgwick County 

  

Wichita developer and contractor John Wenzel built the Ellington Apartment Building at the 

height of an apartment construction boom in 1927. Architect Walter V. Street designed this two-

story brick building, which exhibits restrained elements of the Neoclassical style. Located just 

five blocks south of Douglas Avenue, a main thoroughfare through Wichita’s central business 

district, the building featured 20 units each with private bath and kitchen amenities. Tenants 

generally included a mix of couples and singles, with single women generally outnumbering 

single men. It is nominated as part of the Residential Resources of Wichita multiple property 

nomination for its local significance in the areas of architecture and its association with 

community planning and development.  

 

McNee Barns – Highway 50, three miles South of Elmdale, Chase County 
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The McNee Barns are located in the Kansas Flint Hills in the west-central portion of Chase 

County. The nominated property, which has been owned by the McNee family since 1916,   

includes four historic resources: a circa 1920 horse barn, a 1948 boxcar barn, a dry-laid stone 

fence, and an Aermotor windmill. The horse barn is characterized by its roof shape. It has a gable 

roof with one-story shed bays on the east and west sides forming a broken gable roofline. In 

addition to the original horse stalls, the interior of the barn features a loafing shed, two granaries, 

and a few cattle stalls and milking stanchions. The upper floor of the barn is a full-height 

haymow with a hay hood and hinged hay door at the north gable end. A second smaller barn is 

made of two parallel railroad boxcars with a gable-roof enclosing a center bay between the cars. 

The boxcars were obtained from the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad likely following 

World War II and placed on stone footings to serve as space for hay storage. The property is 

nominated as part of the Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas multiple property 

nomination for its local significance in the areas of agriculture and architecture.  

 

Click, Abram, Farmstead – 2030 Independence Avenue, Beloit, Mitchell County 

 

The Abram Click Farmstead is a collection of six historic farm resources located at the southeast 

corner of Kansas Highway 14 and U.S. Highway 24 on the northwest edge of Beloit. Click, a 

Kentucky native, was living in the Beloit area as early as 1873, and his arrival was part of an 

influx of new residents into Mitchell County that occurred between 1870 and 1880. He received 

his patent for 40 acres in 1880, but he sold the improved land in 1883. The property continued to 

function as a farmstead through the 1980s. Today, the farmstead is owned by the Mitchell 

County Historical Society and includes 6.8 acres with a limestone house, barn ruins, water tower, 

washhouse, granary, and outhouse ruins. The Gothic Revival house was constructed circa 1880 

and features ornate window hoods, dressed sills and quoins that are likely the work of Joseph 

Hill, a locally well-known 19th century stone mason. The house is an excellent representation of 

early construction in Mitchell County. The later wood-frame washhouse, granary, and outhouse 

demonstrate the evolution of the farmstead into the early 20th century. The property is 

nominated as part of the Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas multiple property 

nomination for its local significance in the areas of agriculture and architecture. 

 

Franklin Elementary School – 1403 Metropolitan Avenue, Kansas City, Wyandotte County 

 

Argentine was a prosperous city in the late 1880s due to the influence of the Atchison, Topeka 

and Santa Fe (ATSF) Railroad and the Kansas City Consolidated Smelting and Refining 

Company. The location of the railroad played an important factor in W. N. Ewing’s decision to 

opening a silver smelter, which caused the community to grow quickly. The school-age children 

of east Argentine attended Lowell School in the 1880s and 1890s, but the area’s growing 

population required additional classroom space. Franklin Elementary School opened in 

September 1898 and was occupied by four teachers and students in grades one through eight. 

Shortly after the school opened, the community fell on hard times when the smelter closed and 

the 1903 flood devastated the area. Argentine was annexed by Kansas City in 1910 and the 

school became a part of the Kansas City school district. A six-classroom addition was added in 

1910 to accommodate the re-distribution of students. The school closed in 1973. It is nominated 

as part of the Historic Public Schools of Kansas multiple property nomination for its local 

significance in the areas of education and architecture.  
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Baker, Cassius and Adelia, House – 609 Elm Street, Wamego, Pottawatomie County 

   

Built in 1910, this Craftsman-style house was first home to Cassius and Adelia Baker, who had 

moved to Wamego in 1869. He was a prominent member of the local business community and 

was a founding member and president of the Commercial Club, a predecessor of the Chamber of 

Commerce. He also was active in civic affairs, serving as mayor of the city, Township clerk, 

trustee, and treasurer. The couple had witnessed the development of Wamego from a small river 

town of a few hundred people to a thriving railroad center with nearly 2,000 residents. The Baker 

House is located one block west of the downtown and is an excellent example of a Craftsman-

style residence. It is nominated for its local significance in the area of architecture. 

 

Creed-Mills House – 219 N Maple Street, Douglass, Butler County  

 

Melissa and Henry Creed purchased 80 acres and began construction on this house in 1894. 

Henry and his son Oscar farmed the land, and in later years Oscar subdivided and sold most of 

the acreage. Today, the property is less than two acres. Thomas and Charlene Mills purchased 

the property from the Creed family in 1970. The house is an excellent example of the Folk 

Victorian style, which was popular during the period between 1870 and 1900 in Kansas. The 

arrival of the railroads in the area made the availability of standardized dimensionally-cut lumber 

and mass-produced ornamental detailing available to the rural areas. For the Creed-Mills House, 

the National Folk form is expressed in its massing and the presence of multiple exterior doors, 

which occurs frequently on the Folk forms in certain regions. It is nominated for its local 

significance in the area of architecture.  

 

Santa Fe Trail – Rice County Segment 2 (Fry Ruts) – Little River vicinity, Rice County 

 

The Santa Fe Trail – Rice County Segment 2, also known as Fry’s Ruts, is a 13-acre remnant of 

the main route of the trail, which was active from 1821 until 1880, though the association of this 

site with the trail ends in 1866 with the coming of the railroad. This trail remnant was associated 

with the Little Arkansas River crossings about one mile northeast of this site. As the trail 

approached the river from the east, it split into two branches four miles to the east of the 

crossing; the branches converged a little over one mile southwest of the crossing, immediately 

west of this site. This split of the main route was most likely due to the condition of the two 

crossings at the river, which were one-quarter mile apart. Scouts would ride ahead to determine 

which crossing was safest and least difficult to cross and direct the caravan accordingly. This site 

is nationally significant under Criteria A and D for its association with the transportation and 

commerce along the Santa Fe Trail and for its potential to yield important archeological 

information. It is nominated as part of the Historic Resources of the Santa Fe Trail multiple 

property nomination.  

 

Santa Fe Trail – Rice County Segment 3 (Swanson Swales) – Rice County 

 

The Santa Fe Trail – Rice County Segment 3, also known as Swanson’s Swales, is a 7.5-acre 

remnant of the main route of the trail, which was active from 1821 until 1880, though the 

association of this site with the trail ends in 1866 with the coming of the railroad. This trail 
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remnant was associated with the Little Arkansas River crossings to the west of this site. As the 

trail approached the river from the east, it split into two branches four miles to the east of the 

crossing; the branches converged a little over one mile southwest of the crossing. This split of 

the main route was most likely due to the condition of the two crossings at the river, which were 

one-quarter mile apart. Scouts would ride ahead to determine which crossing was safest and least 

difficult to cross and direct the caravan accordingly. This site is nationally significant under 

Criteria A and D for its association with the transportation and commerce along the Santa Fe 

Trail and for its potential to yield important archeological information. It is nominated as part of 

the Historic Resources of the Santa Fe Trail multiple property nomination.  

 

National Register of Historic Places – Boundary Amendment 

 

Lower Cimarron Spring – Grant County 

 

Lower Cimarron Spring was designated a National Historic Landmark (NHL) in 1960 under the 

name Wagon Bed Springs and was subsequently listed in the National Register, under the same 

name, in 1966. In 1998, the Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt approved changing the name 

of the site in the NHL documentation to “Lower Cimarron Spring.” He also approved the 

changes to the original NHL documentation to include the expansion of the boundary from four 

to 195 acres. Because the National Register nomination was not updated concurrently with the 

revision to the NHL nomination, this amendment to the National Register nomination seeks to 

incorporate all of the changes from the 1998 NHL documentation, as well as add the Wagonbed 

[sic] Springs DAR marker and a 45.43-acre linear site to the northeast of the NHL boundary that 

includes several parallel swales as contributing resources. The total acreage of the Lower 

Cimarron Spring National Register nomination boundary will be 240.43 acres. 

 

As a dependable source of water on a dangerously dry crossing on the Santa Fe Trail, Lower 

Cimarron Spring was a major landmark for trade caravans as they crossed the open plains of the 

trail from 1822 to 1868 in what is now southwestern Kansas. The spring and its associated 

campground were on the trail's Cimarron Route, which was the original and principal route of 

the Santa Fe Trail. The spring signaled the western end of La Jornada, the arid desert plain 

between the Arkansas and Cimarron rivers. As the spring offered westbound travelers the first 

reliable source of water west of the Arkansas River crossings, it became a major resting point on 

the Santa Fe Trail. The spring’s reliable water also made it an important campground for the 

many American Indians who frequented the site, including the Kiowa, Comanche, Plains 

Apache, Cheyenne, and Arapaho. Lower Cimarron Spring is a historic archeological site that 

includes the spring, which is dry now, its associated campground, several remnants of the Santa 

Fe Trail, and the Wagonbed [sic] Springs DAR marker. The Cimarron River formed a natural 

boundary for the historic camping area associated with the spring, and archeological 

investigations have revealed a high concentration of Santa Fe Trail-related resources. It is 

nominated as part of the Historic Resources of the Santa Fe Trail multiple property nomination.  

 

National Register of Historic Places – Additional Information 

 

William Allen White House – 923 & 927 Exchange Street, Emporia, Lyon County 
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The William Allen White House was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on May 

14, 1971 and designated a National Historic Landmark (NHL) on May 11, 1976. In 2002, the 

property was the subject of a Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) study. This 

amendment to the 1971 National Register nomination seeks to address key omissions, streamline 

it with the later NHL and HABS documentation, and note the property’s recent history. The 

criteria, areas of significance, period of significance, and level of significance remain the same. 

 

William Allen White purchased the house at 927 Exchange Street in Emporia in 1899, and he 

resided there until his death in 1944. His mother, Mary Ann Hatten White, lived next door at 923 

Exchange Street from ca. 1904 until her death in 1924. He was a journalist and author writing 

about American politics and social changes from Reconstruction to World War II. During his 

long and well-known career he operated the Emporia Gazette, wrote fiction and non-fiction for 

popular publications, such as McClure's, Harper's Weekly, and Saturday Evening Post. White 

became a leader in the Progressive Party and was an influential political advisor to several 

United States presidents, including Theodore Roosevelt. According to his biographer Sally 

Foreman Griffith, “By the time of his death in 1944, he was nationally known, and widely 

beloved, as an author, political leader, and social commentator.” 

 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES – RELOCATION REQUEST 

 

Doniphan County Waddell Truss Bridge – 1.7 miles east of Doniphan on Monument Road, 

Doniphan County 

 

The Doniphan County Waddell Truss Bridge was constructed about 1900. It spans 36 feet long, 

20 feet wide, and the deck of the bridge rises 14 feet above the stream bed. The bridge is 

constructed of either wrought iron or steel. This structure is significant because it is the last 

remaining example of the Waddell "A" Truss design in Kansas, and it has retained a great degree 

of its integrity. The development of the Waddell "A" Truss in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries allowed for spans of up to 75 feet compared to the King Post utilized before it, which 

could only span short distances. The bridge was listed in the National Register of Historic Places 

in 1990 as part of the Metal Truss Bridges in Kansas multiple property nomination for its design 

and construction significance.  

 

Doniphan County, which owns and maintains the bridge, is requesting approval to move the 

Waddell Truss Bridge from its current location spanning a small creek on Monument Road (FAS 

28) 1.7 miles northeast of Doniphan to the Troy City Park at 408 W Myrtle Street. Ownership 

will transfer to the City of Troy. The Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review determined the 

bridge will remain eligible for listing in the National Register should the relocation plan be 

completed as proposed.  

 

REGISTER OF HISTORIC KANSAS PLACES – REQUEST FOR REMOVAL 

 

Splitlog, Mathias, House – 251 Orchard Street, Kansas City, Wyandotte County 

 

The Splitlog House was listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places in 2005 for its local 

significance in the area of architecture. Located in Kansas City’s Strawberry Hill neighborhood, 
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this house was an early example of a brick-veneer-constructed, late-19th century Queen Anne-

style house. The house was known for its association with Mathias Splitlog, a distinguished early 

settler of the original town of Wyandotte, now Kansas City, Kansas. The house was located at 

the center of the property allotted to Splitlog in an 1855 treaty between the United States and the 

Wyandot Indians then residing in Kansas Territory.  

 

At the time of nomination, this house was in an advanced state of deterioration and had suffered 

from alterations to the façade. Efforts to rehabilitate the house were unsuccessful, and it was 

demolished in September, 2012.  

 

Related Internet Links: 

National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 

Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638  

 

To read drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, visit kshs.org/14633 

 
Connect with us! 

Our website: kshs.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 

Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 

YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 

Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


