
 
 
 

 

- MORE - 
 

November 20, 2013 
 
Historic Sites Board of Review Nominates 10 Properties for National Register 

of Historic Places 
 
TOPEKA, KS—At its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka 
on Saturday, November 16, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to forward 10 nominations 
to the Office of the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places in Washington, D.C., to be 
evaluated by its professional staff. If staff members concur with the board’s findings, the 
properties will be included in the National Register. In other action, the board voted to forward a 
boundary increase for a property previously listed in the National Register and a request to 
remove a property from the register. The board also voted to add three properties to and remove 
one property from the Register of Historic Kansas Places. 
 
The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 
properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 
Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 
support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 
archeological resources. Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four 
criteria for evaluation. Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they 
are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can 
qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or 
method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction. Lastly, properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or 
may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. The National Register 
recognizes properties of local, statewide, and national significance. 
 
The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant 
properties. Properties included in the National Register are automatically listed in the State 
Register. However, not all properties listed in the State Register are included in the National 
Register. The same general criteria are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion in 
the state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for eligibility. 
 
Below are summaries of the nominations: 
 



- MORE - 

National Register of Historic Places 
 
University of Kansas East Historic District – Lawrence, Douglas County 
 
The University of Kansas (KU) East Historic District includes 15 contributing resources (18 total 
resources) occupying 13 acres on the east slope of Mount Oread, immediately adjacent to the 
main academic core of the KU campus in Lawrence. The buildings and objects reflect the 
evolution of the residential and religious facilities designed to support the needs of the students 
and faculty at KU. Eight of the contributing resources were built as scholarship halls, a type of 
residential arrangement that was common at state universities across the country. As student 
enrollment increased at KU, the availability of reputable housing options in Lawrence decreased, 
especially for women. Elizabeth Miller Watkins donated the funds for KU’s first cooperative 
dormitory, or scholarship hall, in 1925. The concept caught on, and over the next 30 years, 
benefactors donated funds for seven more scholarship halls for men and women, all of which 
were constructed in the same general area of campus. In addition to the residences, the presence 
of Smith Hall, the Wesley Building, and Danforth Chapel reflect a strong desire to support the 
social and cultural needs of students. Both Smith and Wesley include classrooms and gathering 
areas, while Danforth contains meditative and ceremonial spaces. The district is nominated for 
its local significance in the areas of education and architecture. 
 
Trout, George & Virginia, House – 615 Elm Street, Wamego, Pottawatomie County 

 
The George and Virginia Trout House was completed in 1896 and is nominated to the National 
Register for its local significance in the area of architecture. Situated on a prominent corner lot 
overlooking downtown Wamego, this three-story house reflects the Queen Anne style in its 
irregular form, asymmetrical arrangement, multiple roof planes, three-story rounded tower with a 
conical roof, and wood materials. It includes a combination of wood lap siding and fish scale 
shingles. Its porches and gables lack the delicate spindlework of earlier Queen Anne houses, and 
instead include classical columns grouped in threes supporting the front porch. George Trout 
arrived in Wamego shortly after the Civil War and opened a hardware, lumber, and implement 
business in partnership with L. B. Leach. He later established a bank, which became the 
Wamego State Bank in 1906. Trout hired Francis M. Spencer of Topeka to erect the impressive 
residence, which is believed to have been designed by George Farran, in close collaboration with 
George and Virginia Trout. The house remained in the Trout family until 1961. 
 
Cedar Manor Farm – Lafontaine vicinity, Montgomery County 
 
The Cedar Manor Farm traces its roots back to Lafayette and Martha Pound, who settled the 
property in the early 1870s. The Pounds purchased this land from the United States government, 
which was selling tracts of the former Osage Trust Lands in Labette County during this period. 
State and federal census records suggest Pound established a productive, much diversified farm 
by 1880, but the recurring cycles of financial depression and drought may have pushed the 
family to leave in 1893. The property changed hands several times and sat vacant many years 
until Clarence (Doc) and Bernice Raymond purchased it in 1929 and developed it into a dairy 
farm—known as Cedar Manor Farm—with an award winning registered Guernsey herd. Only a 
portion of the original Pound residence remains from the earliest occupation, and the majority of 
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the farmstead was developed during the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, reflecting the peak years of the 
dairy operation. Raymond enjoyed competition as he noted in an interview with the Coffeyville 
Journal: “If I couldn’t show at fairs and livestock shows I would sell the herd. This dairying is 
work and the shows and fairs are the fun of the game.” He retired from the dairy business in 
1969 and sold the herd. The farm remains in the Raymond family. It is nominated as part of the 
Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas multiple property nomination for its local 
significance in the area of agriculture. 
 
Clearfield School, District #58 – 2162 N 600 Road, Lawrence, Douglas County 
 
Clearfield School, built in 1900, is located northeast of Baldwin City in Palmyra Township on a 
half-acre site. This school building was at least the second schoolhouse to serve district 58 
students. It was originally built in a location one mile east and was moved to its current location 
in 1908. The school closed in 1946, but it continued to serve as a meeting house for the 
Clearfield Grange until the 1990s. Today the Clearfield Historical Society maintains the 
building. This vernacular one-room schoolhouse exhibits Queen Anne and Stick stylistic 
references including a triangular panel in the front gable, ornamental windows with a band of 
several square panes encircling a larger clear pane, a shed roof supported by ornamental brackets 
over each entrance, and fishscale shingle siding in the front gable. It is nominated as part of the 
Historic Public Schools of Kansas multiple property nomination for its local significance in the 
areas of education and architecture. 
 
Ingraham, Jesse, House – 1724 Fairchild Avenue, Manhattan, Riley County 
 
The Jesse Ingraham House is nominated to the National Register as part of the Late Nineteenth 
Century Vernacular Stone Houses in Manhattan multiple property nomination for its local 
significance in the areas of community planning and development and architecture. Ingraham, a 
native of New York, moved to Kansas in 1856 shortly after the territory was opened for 
settlement. He took up residence on 160 acres along Wild Cat Creek northwest of Manhattan 
near Keats, where he and his family lived for 10 years before moving closer to Manhattan. 
Ingraham’s relocation and construction of this stone residence in 1867 coincides with the 
tremendous growth of Manhattan immediately after the Civil War and the initial development of 
Bluemont College northwest of the city. The house, an example of the gable-front-and-wing 
property type, was built in stages beginning in 1867 as a gable-front house with a later 
intersecting wing added in 1885. As early as 1871 Ingraham began transferring parts of his land 
to the college. What began as Ingraham’s farm eventually became a thriving 20th century 
neighborhood—primarily serving the college—within just a few decades. The house is a good 
example of a well-built vernacular stone building built in phases and is significant for its 
representation of the evolution of residential architecture in Manhattan. 
 
City Square Park Bandstand – 100 S 9th Street (City Square Park), Humboldt, Allen County 
 
The City Square Park Bandstand is situated at the center of a public square that occupies one city 
block at the center of Humboldt and is surrounded by one- and two-story commercial buildings, 
most dating from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The public square originated with the 
platting of the town in 1857 and has functioned primarily as a community gathering space. 
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Humboldt’s community band formed in 1866 under the leadership of former military bandmaster 
Richard Redfield and performed in the park as early as 1867. The current bandstand was built in 
1907 by John Nessell using plans developed by Charles M. Smith. It features an octagonal form, 
a concrete base, and a raised platform surrounded by a wrought iron railing. The bandstand is 
nominated for its local significance in the areas of entertainment and recreation. 
 
Simmons Funeral Home – 1404 S 37th Street, Kansas City, Wyandotte County 
 
The Simmons Funeral Home in Kansas City was constructed in 1927 to serve as Dr. David E. 
Clopper’s 20-room hospital. Clopper was an instrumental figure in Argentine, serving as mayor, 
president of the Argentine State Bank, and for many years as a surgeon for the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railway. Upon his death in 1935, George Simmons and his son Gib purchased and 
refurbished the building for use as a mortuary. They had been in business since 1895 and would 
eventually expand the funeral home to adapt to business and industry changes. Five generations 
of the Simmons family worked in this building until the business was sold in 2007. The building 
was designed by Kansas City architect Fred S. Wilson in the Mission and Craftsman styles. 
Elements of these styles exhibited on this building include the low-pitched clay tile roof, terra 
cotta and cast concrete ornamentation, tall casement windows, and decorative iron 
ornamentation. The building is nominated for its local significance in the areas of architecture 
and commerce. 
 
Upper Wakarusa River Crossing – 1180 E 1400 Road, Lawrence, Douglas County 
  
The Upper Wakarusa River Crossing on the combined route of the Oregon and California trails 
is nationally significant as an intact river crossing of the mid-19th century route. This crossing 
also is significant for its potential to yield additional information because the intact cutdowns are 
a rare feature illustrating methods employed for bringing wagon trains across rivers and streams. 
Though the Oregon and California trails had different destinations, in Kansas, both Oregon- and 
California-bound travelers generally used the same routes. As major waterways were 
encountered, multiple crossings were often available, depending on weather and soil conditions. 
This particular crossing of the Wakarusa River occurs early in the westward journey—about 35 
miles from the Kansas-Missouri border in present-day Douglas County. 
    
Pacha Ruts – address restricted, Bremen vicinity, Marshall County 
 
The Pacha Ruts are nominated for their association with transportation and 
exploration/settlement along the combined route of the Oregon and California trails and for their 
association with the Pony Express. This trail remnant is located in Marshall County on the 
western end of an approximate 133-mile branch known as the St. Joe Road, a connector route 
between St. Joseph, Missouri, and the Independence Road. Active between 1844 and circa 1860, 
the St. Joe Road joined the Independence Road approximately 1.5 miles northwest of this 
nominated site. This route was mainly utilized by emigrants from the St. Joseph and Weston, 
Missouri, areas. The trail remnants at this site were also used by the Pony Express riders in 1861 
as they made their way to Hollenberg Station in present-day Washington County. 
 
Bluemont Youth Cabin – Goodnow Park, Manhattan, Riley County 
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The Bluemont Youth Cabin was built in Manhattan’s Goodnow Park in 1938 with assistance 
from the National Youth Administration (NYA), a depression-era federal assistance program 
designed to aid the nation’s youth though part-time work and valuable construction training. 
Over 100 local youth participated in the construction of the cabin through Riley County’s NYA 
program. Designed by Manhattan city engineer Harold Harper, the cabin was constructed of 
limestone quarried from Bluemont Hill. It is an excellent representative of New Deal-era rustic 
park architecture characterized by its local building materials and wooded, terraced setting. Once 
complete, the facility provided meeting space for the Boy Scouts, members of the NYA, and the 
children of Manhattan. It is nominated as part of the New Deal Era Resources of Kansas multiple 
property nomination for its local significance in the areas of entertainment/ recreation, 
politics/government, and architecture. 
 
Register of Historic Kansas Places – Nominations 
 
Gaiser Carriage Works – 215, 217, 219 N Saint Francis Avenue, Wichita, Sedgwick County 
 
W. H. Gaiser moved his growing carriage business into this new two-story brick building along 
Wichita’s Saint Francis Avenue in 1910, and he expanded it in 1920 to accommodate the shifting 
focus of his business to the automobile. Gaiser came to Wichita during the booming 1880s and 
partnered with J. M. Washburn in the Washburn & Gaiser Carriage Works. He took over the 
business following Washburn’s death and specialized in custom work on any type of vehicle, 
first wagons and carriages and later automobiles. Having embraced the automobile as an 
important part of his business, he renamed it the W. H. Gaiser Automobile Works, which is still 
evident on a ghost sign above the storefronts. The business remained in the building until 1957. 
It is nominated for its local significance in the area of commerce. 
 
Wakarusa Presbyterian Church – 10135 SW Jordan Road, Wakarusa, Shawnee County 
 
The Wakarusa Presbyterian Church is located in the unincorporated village of Wakarusa south of 
Topeka in southern Shawnee County. The town of less than a few hundred residents is situated 
along SW Jordan Road, a north-south thoroughfare that runs parallel to the former Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe (ATSF) Railway line. The small, wood-frame church is located at the south 
end of town within a grove of trees, just north of the Wakarusa River. It was built in 1878, 
several years after the town’s founding, though within just a few years of the arrival of the ATSF 
railroad, which initiated a period of growth and development in and around the community. 
What remains of this small, unincorporated settlement was largely developed during the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, coinciding with the growth of the railroad. Like other small towns in 
Kansas after World War II, Wakarusa’s school closed and residents moved away, but the church 
congregation thrived. In addition to serving as a house of worship, the building has served other 
functions as a community center and polling place for the last half-century. It is nominated for its 
local significance in the areas of exploration/settlement and social history. 
 
Argentine ATSF Railway YMCA – 1333 S 27th Street, Kansas City, Wyandotte County 
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The Argentine railroad YMCA was built in 1937 in the Neoclassical style for use as a dormitory 
to house railway workers. This building, which replaced an 1899 facility that had burned, served 
workers employed by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, which was a major industry 
in Argentine. Beginning in the 1860s, the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) began 
offering safe and affordable housing to young men moving to cities from rural areas. The 
organization partnered with railroad companies, and the country’s first railroad YMCA opened 
in Cleveland in 1872. At least eight railroad YMCAs operated in Kansas, and their numbers 
peaked nationwide in the decade before the Great Depression. The Argentine railroad YMCA 
remained open until the early 1980s and was the last of its kind in Kansas. The two-story 
building is constructed of reinforced concrete and steel with red brick masonry walls; additions 
were built in 1963 and 1969. It is nominated for its social history. 
 
Amendments – National Register of Historic Places 
 
Lake of the Forest – Bonner Springs, Wyandotte County 
 
Originally listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1996, a proposed amendment 
seeks to expand the boundary of the Lake of the Forest National Register historic district to 
include the property long used as a golf course by those living within the Lake community. 
Located along the former Kansas City Inter-Urban Electric Line, this community developed as a 
recreational resort in the early 20th century. The community’s nine-hole pasture golf course was 
developed in 1922 and 1923 during the height of golf course development in the Kansas City 
area on property adjacent to the Lake of the Forest community. Pasture golf courses exhibit 
minimal formal design and generally conform to the natural topography of the area. This course 
includes sand greens and the fairways generally follow the perimeter of the course, which is 
outlined by a dense forest. It continues to function as it did historically and is used by the current 
residents of the Lake community for recreational purposes. 
 
Removals – National Register of Historic Places 
 
Doney-Clark House – 817 W Sherman, Kingman, Kingman County 
 
The Doney-Clark House was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1994 for its 
local significance in the areas of architecture and social history. The house was built circa 1885 
by Mathias Doney, a Kingman brick maker and contractor. The house was an example of the 
gable-front-and-wing house type, which descended from the Greek Revival style and became 
especially popular in rural areas. At the time of nomination, the four-room cottage contained 
most of its original woodwork and retained the original floorplan. An ongoing audit of National 
Register-listed properties in Kansas by the Kansas State Historic Preservation Office discovered 
this property was no longer extant. The City of Kingman has confirmed this and estimates it was 
demolished 10 years ago. The staff of the State Historic Preservation Office is requesting the 
property be removed from the National Register. 
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Removals - Register of Historic Kansas Places 
 
Parker House Hotel – 116 W 2nd Street, Minneapolis, Ottawa County 
 
The Parker House Hotel was listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places in 2009 for its local 
significance in the area of social history. Built in 1887 the two-story building was located at the 
east end of downtown Minneapolis. Topeka-based businessman Nathan F. Handy originally 
developed the property to serve several commercial purposes. For a few years the Corn State 
Bank operated out of the first floor, and offices and various businesses including a grocery and 
millinery occupied other parts of the building. In the late 1890s the building was redeveloped 
into a hotel and served this function until the mid-20th century when it was converted to 
apartments. The staff of the State Historic Preservation Office is requesting the property be 
removed from the Register of Historic Kansas Places. 
    
Related Internet Links: 
National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 
Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638 
 
To read drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, see this link: kshs.org/14633 
 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 
Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 
Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


