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Historical Marker to Honor Fool Chief’s Village Site 
 

TOPEKA, KS—From 1830 to 1844, the land north of the Kansas River in Shawnee County was 

the site of Fool Chief’s Village. The village was home to 700 to 800 Kansa people, one of three 

Kaw villages located along the river at that time. Inhabitants lived in lodges that were 30 feet in 

diameter, with outer walls covered in bark or hide. The village was abandoned in 1844 when the 

river flooded and swept away the lodges. 

 

The Fool Chief’s Village site was chosen as the 2012 Kansas Archeology Training Program field 

school because a Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) project would adversely affect 

large portions of the area. KDOT partnered with archeologists from the Kansas Historical 

Society and volunteers from Kansas Anthropological Association to study the area. The 

investigation uncovered new insights about the life of the Kaw at the time they had first contact 

with Americans. KDOT reconstructed the intersection in 2013, and most of the village site was 

buried under the road. 

 

A historical marker to honor the village site will be unveiled in a ceremony 2 p.m. Tuesday, May 

5, at the intersection of U.S. 24 and NW Menoken Road. Governor Sam Brownback will speak, 

as will Elaine Huch, Chair of the Kaw Nation Tribal Council, KDOT Secretary Mike King, and 

KSHS Executive Director Jennie Chinn. After the ceremony participants will be available to 

answer questions about the excavation and to show artifacts found at the site. 

 

In the event of rain, check for an alternate location on the Historical Society website at kshs.org. 

 

The Kansas Historical Society is a state agency that operates the Kansas Museum of History, 

State Archives, Kansas State Capitol Visitor Center, and 16 state historic sites across Kansas. 

 

 
Connect with us! 

Our website: kshs.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 

Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 

YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 

Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


