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Kansas Archeology Training Program Receives Award, Celebrates 40 Years 
 

TOPEKA, KS— Forty years ago at the ancient site of El Cuartelejo in Scott County, a group of 

about 90 people began a tradition that would involve generations of Kansans. They started a 

program devoted to exploring Kansas’ archeological past. The annual Kansas Archeology 

Training Program, a project of the Kansas Historical Society and the Kansas Anthropological 

Association, began at the site in Kansas where refugees from the pueblos of the southwest fled in 

the 1600s.  

 

These programs continued with a Quiviran site in Rice County from 1541, a Pomona in Coffey 

County from 1500, and an Upper Republican site in Mitchell County from 1500. Over the 40 

years the annual program has explored earlier civilizations through a range of time periods from 

the earliest settlements to the territorial period.  

 

Each year the Kansas Historical Society offers a field school giving participants the opportunity 

to work alongside professional archeologists. Individuals and families are invited to participate 

in a unique adventure to learn basic archeology principles in a fun, relaxed outdoor setting. “I 

had an excellent trainer in the field and learned an incredible amount of information,” said the 

mother of a 12-year-old son who both participated in 2012. “She was very patient and thorough 

with us. She never tired of showing us how to do each stage. We loved our fieldwork 

experience!”  

 

The success of this 40 year program was recognized this year by the Society for American 

Archaeology (SAA). The SAA’s Excellence in Public Education Award was presented at the 

annual meeting in San Francisco April 17, 2015. The award recognizes and encourages 

outstanding programs that share archaeological knowledge and issues with the public. This 

year’s award highlights collaborative initiatives that engage diverse communities.  

 

Participants will again have the opportunity to join in the training program when it is held June 

5-20 at a High Plains prehistory village site near Hays. For more information contact Virginia 

Wulfkuhle, 785-272-8681, ext. 266; vwulfkuhle@kshs.org. 

 

 
Connect with us! 

Our website: kshs.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
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Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 

YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 

Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


