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March 23, 2015 

 

Topeka’s United States Post Office and Courthouse 

Added to National Register of Historic Places 

 

TOPEKA, KS—The Kansas Historical Society announced that Topeka’s United States Post 

Office and Courthouse is the newest Kansas property added to the National Register of Historic 

Places. The Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places entered the listing into the 

Register on March 3. This action brings the total number of Kansas listings in the National 

Register to 1,385. 

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 

Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 

support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 

archeological resources. 

 

Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four criteria for evaluation. 

Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they are associated with 

the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can qualify properties for the 

National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or method of construction, 

or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. Lastly, properties may 

be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or may be likely to yield information 

important in prehistory or history. The National Register recognizes properties of local, 

statewide, and national significance. 

 

Below is a summary of the listing: 

 

United States Post Office and Court House – 424 S. Kansas Avenue, Topeka, Shawnee County 

 

The United States Post Office and Court House in downtown Topeka is a Classical Revival-style 

building completed in 1933. It was nominated to the National Register of Historic Places for its 

significance in the area of architecture as a good example of the Classical Revival style applied 

to a multistory Federal building and in the area of law as the site of the 1951 district court case of 

Oliver Brown v. Topeka Board of Education. On August 3, 1951, in the building’s court room, 
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Judge Walker Huxman found that the Board of Education’s segregation policies did not violate 

Plessy v. Ferguson as the plaintiff argued. The decision was appealed to the U. S. Supreme 

Court, which ruled on May 17, 1954 in favor of the plaintiff, thus making illegal racial 

segregation in the nation’s public schools.  

 

The United States Postal Service prepared and submitted the nomination to the Keeper of the 

National Register in early 2015. It was included in the National Register on March 3, 2015.  

 

Related Internet Links: 

National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 

Nominations are available on the Kansas Historical Society website: www.kshs.org/14638 

 

 

 
Connect with us! 

Our website: kshs.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 

Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 

YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 

Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


