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August 12, 2014 

 

Historic Sites Board of Review Nominates Properties 

for National Register of Historic Places 
 

TOPEKA, KS—At its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka 

on Saturday, August 9, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to forward nine nominations 

and two multiple property documents to the office of the Keeper of the National Register of 

Historic Places in Washington, D.C., to be evaluated by its professional staff. If staff members 

concur with the board’s findings, the properties will be included in the National Register. The 

board also voted to expand the boundary of a property previously listed in the National Register, 

to list one property in the Register of Historic Kansas Places, and approved the text of a 

historical marker to be erected in Topeka. 

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 

Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 

support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 

archeological resources. Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four 

criteria for evaluation. Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have 

made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they 

are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can 

qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or 

method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or 

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 

distinction. Lastly, properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or 

may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. The National Register 

recognizes properties of local, statewide, and national significance. 

 

The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant 

properties. Properties included in the National Register are automatically listed in the State 

Register. However, not all properties listed in the State Register are included in the National 

Register. The same general criteria are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion in 

the state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for eligibility. 

 

Below are summaries of the nominations and related documents: 

 



 
                 JUMP STORY – Add 2 

- END -

National Register of Historic Places 

 

Historic Resources of the Soule Canal multiple property nomination 

 

The Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review approved the Historic Resources of the Soule Canal 

National Register multiple property documentation form and two associated nominations. This 

effort to document the Soule Canal was sponsored by the Gray County Historical Society with a 

grant from the Historic Preservation Fund. The approved document provides a context for 

understanding the Soule Canal, a 96-mile-long earthen ditch constructed in the late 19th century 

to carry water from the Arkansas River to farms in southwest Kansas for irrigation purposes. It 

discusses irrigation in the Arkansas River valley in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as well 

as brothers John and George Gilbert and Asa Soule, the developers and financier who carried out 

this ambitious plan to irrigate southwest Kansas. The Soule Canal was named after investor and 

New York native Asa Soule. The project began in April 1884 and was completed in 1889. It took 

two years, 60 horses, 150 men, and between $250,000 and $1 million to dig the channel that 

stretched from Ingalls in Gray County to Spearville in Ford County. The canal was a complete 

failure, due in part to the nature of its construction, including a risk of side slopes collapsing and 

water loss due to seepage, and the fact that there was nobody in charge of maintaining it. 

Attempts to revive the canal in 1909 and 1931 were unsuccessful. Property types identified in the 

document include earthen canal segments, the sump, and pumps. 

 

Two segments of the canal between Ingalls and Cimarron in Gray County were nominated as 

part of this effort. The segment nearest Ingalls is the westernmost extant portion of the canal 

located nearest the long-buried sump, or collecting pool, that was adjacent to the Arkansas River 

southeast of Ingalls. The site includes a remnant of the early 20th century alignment of U.S. 

Highway 50, which cuts through the west edge of the canal structure. The roadbed and 

associated roadway elements illustrate a considerable obstacle to the efforts to revive the canal in 

the early 20th century, thus ending future attempts to utilize the ditch for irrigation purposes. The 

second segment is a linear area with two distinct portions of the canal located adjacent to the 

north of U.S. Highway 50 east of Ingalls. Both sites are nominated for their significance in the 

areas of agriculture, community planning and development, engineering, and archeology. 

     

Craftsman-style Dwellings of Emporia, Lyon County, Kansas, 1900-1930 multiple property 

documentation form 

 

The Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review approved the Craftsman-style Dwellings of Emporia, 

Lyon County, Kansas, 1900-1903 National Register multiple property documentation form. No 

properties are nominated as part of this project at this time. The document provides a context for 

understanding the Craftsman architectural style and its prevalence in Emporia, Kansas. The 

document discusses the settlement and development of Emporia, architects and building 

suppliers in Emporia during the early 20th century, and the Craftsman movement of the early 

20th century. The popularity of the Craftsman movement coincided with a period of major 

growth in Emporia, resulting in the construction of many examples of the style. Craftsman-style 

property types found throughout Emporia and identified in the document include gable-front, 

side-gable, and cross-gable bungalows, open-gable cottages, and unique composite forms. 
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Sunflower Village Historic District – DeSoto, Johnson County 

 

Sunflower Village is a World War II-era housing development erected by the U.S. government to 

address a critical housing shortage near DeSoto due to the influx of workers to the Sunflower 

Ordinance Works facility. This self-contained residential community complete with commercial, 

educational, social, and recreational facilities was a sort of federal company town. Designed by 

landscape architects Hare and Hare, the community is organized around a series of roads that 

form a hierarchy of circulation paths, separating pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the village. 

The layout combines curvilinear roads with a traditional grid creating multiple neighborhood 

clusters. The dwelling units themselves were designed by the Kansas City-based architecture 

firm Marshall and Brown and are distinguished by their uniformity, simplicity, and utilitarian 

design. The significant factors reflected by the individual buildings is the speed in which they 

were constructed, the influence of war-time materials rationing on their design and construction, 

and that the project was designed to be temporary. Today, 157 of the 175 (90%) of the original 

residential buildings remain. It is nominated for its local significance in the areas of community 

planning and development, military, and government. 

 

Handel T. Martin House – 1709 Louisiana Street, Lawrence, Douglas County 

 

The Handel T. Martin house, built in 1917, is located in the University Place neighborhood on 

the south slope of Mount Oread in Lawrence. The residence is a well-preserved example of the 

American Foursquare, a house type commonly found in early 20th century neighborhoods in 

Lawrence. It features typical Classical and Colonial Revival embellishments. Martin was a long-

time employee of the University of Kansas, working as an instructor and a curator at the Natural 

History Museum from 1912 to 1931. He was an early fossil collector and contributor to the 

emerging field of vertebrate paleontology in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Martin 

partnered with KU archeologist T. R. Overton to excavate the highly significant Twelve Mile 

Creek site in Logan County, Kansas in 1895, an excavation considered to be the first 

systematically excavated Paleoindian site. Martin lived in this residence south of campus until 

his death in 1931. It is nominated as part of the Historic Resources of Lawrence, Douglas 

County, Kansas multiple property nomination for its association with Martin and its local 

significance in the area of architecture. 

 

Masonic Grand Lodge Building – 320 SW 8th Avenue, Topeka, Shawnee County 

 

The Masonic Grand Lodge has served as the headquarters for the Kansas Masons since 1917. 

The Classical Revival-style building was designed by notable New York-based architect Edward 

Lippincott Tilton, whose body of work includes the first phase of buildings at Ellis Island and 

several Carnegie libraries. The building is comprised of offices for the Grand Lodge, a library 

and museum of Kansas Masonry, and an archive for organizational records. The Masonic Grand 

Lodge, which is prominently located across the street from the Kansas Statehouse, is nominated 

for its local significance in the areas of architecture and social history. 

 

Derby Public School, District 6 – 716 E Market Street, Derby, Sedgwick County 
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The Derby Public School building, built in 1923, served as the community’s one public school 

building for much of the early 20th century. Wichita architect Samuel Siegfried (S.S.) Voigt 

designed the building, and it was constructed by the Wichita Construction Company. The two-

story, red-brick building faces west and exhibits elements of the Commercial and Collegiate 

Gothic architectural styles. An addition was constructed in 1952 to accommodate a wave of new 

students whose parents worked for the growing air industry in nearby Wichita. The building 

functioned as a school until 1996. Today the building is owned by the Derby Historical Society 

and houses the Derby Historical Museum. It is nominated for its local significance in the area of 

education. 

 

Whitewater Falls Stock Farm – 433 Falls Road, Towanda, Butler County 

 

The Whitewater Falls Stock Farm near Towanda is home to one of the state’s most iconic barns. 

J.W. Robison purchased this prime land along the Whitewater River in Butler County and 

established his stock farm in 1884. In 1895, his son J.C. joined the business, which specialized in 

raising a breed of draft horse known as the Percheron. Their registered stock won awards at the 

World’s Fair, the American Royal, and many state fairs. The farm also grew into a major cattle 

feeding operation in the early 20th century. Not long after J.C.’s death, the business and farm 

were sold in 1945. Today the property consists of the iconic 1909 horse barn designed by 

Wichita architect Ulysses Grant Charles, an impressive Craftsman-style residence designed by El 

Dorado architect Carl Muck, and a few outbuildings. The property is nominated as part of the 

Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas multiple property nomination for its 

agriculture history and architectural significance. 

     

First Congregational Church – 400 N 9th Street, Independence, Montgomery County 

 

The First Congregational Church in Independence is situated on a prominent corner lot along 

U.S. Highway 75 east of the historic commercial district. Completed in 1911, it is the second 

house of worship for the local Congregationalists. The building exhibits a rather unique 

interpretation of the Gothic Revival architectural style. While its crenellated towers, steeply 

pitched roof, and flattened Gothic arch windows are typical of the style, its quoins and front 

porch are quite distinctive. Church records attribute the design of the church to Chicago architect 

George W. Ashby and the construction to Oklahoma-based Clements and Lavery Contractors. 

Ashby is perhaps best known for his design of schools and residences, many of which were 

published in the popular catalogs of the Radford Architectural Company. The First 

Congregational Church is nominated for its local architectural significance. 

 

Schwartz, Alexander and Anna, Farm – 57 E CR-70, Dighton, Lane County 

 

Alexander and Anna Schwartz moved their young family from Russia to central Kansas in 1906. 

They arrived during the Golden Age of Agriculture during a period when American farms grew 

in value and size across the country. They initially lived in Russell, where other family had 

settled, but soon established a farm in Rush County, where they remained until 1917 when they 

moved to a larger farm in Ness County. In 1928, Schwartz was approached about a land trade, 

which ultimately netted him more land in Lane County suitable for grazing cattle. The Schwartz 

family erected a small farmhouse and various farm buildings—all made of structural hollow clay 
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tile bricks—and raised cattle and a variety of crops in the surrounding fields. The farmstead 

remains in the Schwartz family and includes the small Craftsman-style house, a smokehouse 

with a cellar, and a small gambrel-roof barn. It is nominated as part of the Historic Agriculture-

Related Resources of Kansas multiple property nomination for its local agricultural significance. 

  

Elwin Schwartz prepared and submitted the nomination on behalf of the owner Nelson Schwartz. 

KSHS staff provided research and editing assistance. 

 

National Register of Historic Places – Amendment 

 

Lost Spring – Lost Springs, Marion County 

 

The area around Lost Spring in Marion County was frequented by travelers along the Santa Fe 

Trail from 1821 to 1866. The presence of water (in the form of springs along both Lyon Creek 

and Cress Creek) and its location midway between Diamond Spring and Cottonwood Creek 

made this an ideal stopping point for travelers. The earliest travelers along the Santa Fe Trail 

stopped at the spring located along Lyon Creek. As the nature of trade and the types of travelers 

changed, a new route was created to bring travelers to the Lost Spring Station, located along 

Cress Creek, one mile to the west of Lyon Creek. It is unknown when Lyon Creek’s association 

with the trail was forgotten, but certainly after the end of the trail’s active years. The spring 

along Cress Creek received the full recognition as the Lost Spring of record, and it was listed in 

the National Register of Historic Places in 1976. The 1976 National Register nomination for Lost 

Spring includes a 10-acre site along Cress Creek. Recent research strongly suggests the Lost 

Spring frequented by early Santa Fe travelers is located a little over one mile to the northeast, 

within a five-acre site in Section 16. In order to more completely document the history of the 

Lost Spring area, this nomination expands the 1976 boundary to include the spring along Lyon 

Creek to create a 15-acre discontiguous site. A 1908 Old Settlers Lost Spring Station marker also 

is included in this nomination. 

 

Register of Historic Kansas Places – Nominations 

 

Whiting Service Station – 204 Whiting Street, Whiting, Jackson County 

 

The Whiting Service Station was built in 1928 at the northeast corner of Whiting and 2nd streets 

at the south end of the community’s small commercial district. Local mechanic Fred Thonen 

operated the Whiting Way Garage, a precursor to his Whiting Service Station, which opened 

May 5, 1928. The station served the motoring public until it closed in 1966. It is an example of a 

domestic-style gas station, a type of station popular in the 1920s that resembled a small house 

that conveyed a sense of domesticity meant to appeal to auto travelers. It exhibits the Craftsman 

style and features a canopy that extends over the driveway. The station is nominated for its local 

commercial and architectural significance. 

 

Historical Marker – Review of Proposed Text 

 

Fool Chief’s Village – Topeka, Shawnee County 
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The Historic Sites Board of Review approved text proposed for a historical marker, which will 

be erected as part of Section 106 mitigation for a road project at U.S. 24 and Menoken Road in 

Shawnee County. The road project, being designed to address safety concerns, will negatively 

impact the National Register-eligible site of a historically documented Kansa Indian settlement, 

known as Fool Chief’s Village (14SH305). The Kansas Historical Society (KSHS), under 

contract with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) and under the direction of the 

Federal Highway Administration, carried out a data recovery program to mitigate adverse effects 

to the site.  KDOT will erect this marker at the NE corner of U.S. 24 and Menoken Road. 

 

 

Related Internet Links: 

National Register of Historic Places: http://www.nps.gov/nr/ 

Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638 

To read drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, see this link: kshs.org/14633 

 
Connect with us! 

Our website: kshs.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 

Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 

YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 

Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


