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August 4, 2015 

 

Sundown Film Festival Features Gone With the Wind  
 

TOPEKA, KS—Gone With the Wind, the Academy Award winning Best Picture of 1939, will be 

the season finale of the Sundown Film Festival at the Kansas Historical Society 9 p.m. Friday, 

August 14. Based on Margaret Mitchell’s Pulitzer Prize winning novel of the same name, the 

film stars Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable as Scarlett O’Hara and Rhett Butler. The film will be 

shown outdoors on the Historical Society grounds. The Kansas Museum of History will be open 

5 - 9 p.m. with the special exhibit gallery featuring The Great Soldier State: Kansas in the Civil 

War. The Museum Store and State Archives research room will also be open. 

 

At 6:30 p.m. Jonathan Hagel will present “Frankly, My Dear, We Do Give a Damn: History, 

Movies, and Making Sense of Hard Times.” Hagel will try to reconstruct what it would have 

been like for average Americans to watch “Gone with the Wind” when it debuted in 1939. As a 

retelling of the story of the first great American crisis (The Civil War) at a crucial junction of the 

second (The Great Depression), the movie gives us a window onto a unique chapter of American 

history. Hagel is a history professor at the University of Kansas; his class subjects include the 

Great Depression, the postwar period, and movies in American history. 

 

Blankets and lawn chairs are welcome. Admission is free to the movie, Museum, and Archives. 

Popcorn, candy, soda, and water will be available for purchase. If rain is in the weather forecast, 

the event will be moved indoors to the lobby. The Historical Society is located at 6425 SW 6th 

Avenue, Topeka. For more information, call 785-272-8681 or visit kshs.org/19161. 

 

The Kansas Historical Society is a state agency that operates the Kansas Museum of History, 

State Archives, Kansas State Capitol Visitor Center, and 16 state historic sites across Kansas. 

 

 
Connect with us! 

Our website: kshs.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 

Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 

YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 

Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 

Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


