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Historic Sites Board of Review Nominates Five Properties  

for National Register of Historic Places 
 
TOPEKA, KS—An early schoolhouse in Neosho County, a midcentury Wichita 
office tower, and an Atchison school that span pre and post desegregation 
are among the latest nominees to the National Register of Historic Places. At 
its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka 
on Saturday, April 30, 2016, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to 
forward five nominations to the Office of the Keeper of the National Register 
in Washington, D.C. There professional staff members will make evaluations. 
If they concur with the board’s findings, the properties will be included in the 
National Register. The board also voted to table the National Register 
nomination for the Docking Building; and list two properties and remove one 
property from the Register of Historic Kansas Places. 
 
Nominated to the National Register of Historic Places: 
 
John A. Martin Grade School 
507 Division Street, Atchison, Atchison County 

 
Atchison’s 1915 John A. Martin Grade School exemplifies a city graded 
school from the pre-World War I era. W. H. Saylor & Herbert R. Seddon, of 
the firm Saylor & Seddon, designed the three-story Classical Revival 
masonry structure with classrooms and specialized rooms for manual 
training and assembly. In 1952 a one-story brick gymnasium, designed by 
Joseph W. Radotinsky, was added. From 1915 to 1955 the Martin School 
served white students while two blocks west, the Lincoln School served 
African American children. When the district was fully integrated, the Martin 
School served all students from kindergarten through third grades. The John 
A. Martin Grade School retains a high degree of architectural integrity from 
its period of significance, 1915 to 1966; it continued to function as an 
elementary school through May 1997. 
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Oak Grove School (District #20) 
20505 20th Road, Saint Paul vicinity, Neosho County 

 
The 1877 Oak Grove School is a single-story schoolhouse located within 
Neosho County’s rural Lincoln Township. Typical of early one-room schools, 
this sandstone building features a simple rectangular form with a gabled 
roof. A front porch was added to the east side in 1913, and a stone coal 
room added to the building’s west side in 1937. The nominated one-acre site 
also contains a circa 1895 flagpole, circa 1897 cistern, and the remains of 
two outhouses. The Oak Grove School served the children of District 20 until 
1960 when the school closed due rural district consolidation. 
 
Colorado-Derby Building 
201 N Water Street, Wichita, Sedgwick County 
 
Constructed in 1959-1960, the nine-story Colorado-Derby Building is an 
early example of a Modern Movement speculative office tower erected within 
a pattern of development that shaped Wichita’s downtown at midcentury. 
Frank and Harvey Ablah constructed the building on the site of the Ablah 
Hotel Supply Company. Named for its largest and most prominent tenant, 
the Colorado-Derby Building was fully occupied when it opened in 1960 and 
maintained high occupancy rates over the following decade. The building’s 
construction and occupancy illustrates the continuing importance of 
manufacturing industries to the economy of Wichita at midcentury and the 
ability of these industries to contribute to the economic and physical 
revitalization of downtown. The blocks immediately surrounding the building 
continued to develop in a similar fashion over the following decade with 
large-scale modern buildings and parking lots replacing smaller commercial 
and industrial buildings built a half-century earlier. All of this development 
activity culminated in a formal Urban Renewal project utilizing federal funds 
in the late 1960s. The Colorado-Derby Building is an important early 
example of this private investment trend. 
 
Steele House 
West Scott Lake Drive, Scott City vicinity, Scott County 
 
The Herbert & Eliza Steele House is associated with two of Scott County’s 
first Euro-American settlers. Their willingness to share the beauty of their 
land with the general public led to the creation of Lake Scott State Park; 
their understanding of the important history within their land paved the way 
to the discovery of El Cuartelejo and the subsequent National Historic 
Landmark district. The Steele House is also an excellent example of the 
Pyramidal Folk house adapted for this site in western Kansas. Their house 
and associated springhouse are the only remaining resources associated with 
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the Steele farmstead and are currently used as a museum. Shortly after the 
Steeles’ deaths, the Civilian Conservation Corps improved the park, adding a 
pond northeast of the house in 1934.  
 
Iowa Tribe Community Building 
300th Road, White Cloud vicinity, Brown County, Iowa Tribe of Kansas & 
Missouri Reservation 

 
The Iowa Tribe Community Building was completed in 1940 on tribal lands of 
the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska reservation, about five miles west of 
White Cloud. The 1.5-story stone community building was constructed by 
tribal members as part of the New Deal-era Civilian Conservation Corps – 
Indian Division (CCC-ID), a subset of the Works Progress Administration. 
The building has served the needs of the Iowa Tribe community over the 
years as a meeting place for cultural and social events. The three-acre 
property includes a windbreak to the west of the building that was 
constructed in 1940 by the CCC-ID. This nomination was a cooperative effort 
between the Tribal Historic Preservation Office and the Kansas State Historic 
Preservation Office. 
 
Added to the Register of Historic Kansas Places: 
  
Santa Fe Hospital 
600 SE Madison Street, Topeka, Shawnee County 

 
The Santa Fe Hospital Association, founded in 1884, built the existing 
hospital in 1930 to replace a former hospital at this location. The largest of 
the railroad’s hospitals, the Topeka hospital not only provided patient care 
but also served as home to Santa Fe’s Hospital Association, the railroad’s 
chief surgeon, and the medical dispensary. The hospital signifies Santa Fe’s 
commitment to the capital city and is a physical reflection of the shared 
history of Topeka and Santa Fe as the railroad and city grew. The building’s 
period of significance spans from its construction in 1930 to 1966, reflecting 
the date of federal legislation creating Medicare and the hospital opening its 
doors to the public. Renamed Memorial Hospital in 1972, the hospital closed 
in 1989 after filing for bankruptcy; the last of Santa Fe’s seven hospitals to 
do so. 
 
Nincehelser House 
Old Jefferson Town, 703 Walnut Street, Oskaloosa, Jefferson County 
 
The Nincehelser House in Oskaloosa was begun in 1881. William Jefferson 
Nincehelser purchased the property in January 1886. Over the years of 
Nincehelser ownership, the house was expanded several times. It remained 
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in the family until 1980 when it was relocated to Old Jefferson Town. 
Nincehelser was a successful local businessman who specialized in 
freighting. The Nincehelser House is nominated for its local significance as a 
good example of late 19th century Folk Victorian architecture. Its period of 
significance, 1881 to 1927, includes the years the house was constructed 
through the years it was altered. 
 
The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of 
historically significant properties. Authorized by the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National Register of 
Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support public 
and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 
archeological resources. Eligible properties must be significant for one or 
more of the four criteria for evaluation. Properties can be eligible if they are 
associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they are associated with 
the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can 
qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic 
of a type, period, or method of construction, or represent the work of a 
master, or possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 
Lastly, properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have 
yielded or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or 
history. The National Register recognizes properties of local, statewide, and 
national significance. 
 
The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically 
significant properties. Properties included in the National Register are 
automatically listed in the State Register. However, not all properties listed 
in the State Register are included in the National Register. The same general 
criteria are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion in the 
state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the 
criteria for eligibility. 
 
Related Internet Links: 
National Register of Historic Places: nps.gov/nr 
Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638 
To read drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, see this link: 
kshs.org/14633 (This is a temporary link to these documents.) 
 
Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 
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Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 
Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


