
 
 
 

 

- END - 

 
November 10, 2015 
 

Historic Sites Board of Review Nominates Five Properties  
for National Register of Historic Places 

 
TOPEKA, KS—At its regular quarterly meeting held at the Kansas Historical Society in Topeka 
on Saturday, November 7, 2015, the Historic Sites Board of Review voted to forward five 
nominations to the office of the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places in 
Washington, D.C., to be evaluated by its professional staff. If they concur with the board’s 
findings, the properties will be included in the National Register. The board also voted to list one 
property in the Register of Historic Kansas Places and to remove two properties from both 
registers. 
 
The National Register of Historic Places is the country’s official list of historically significant 
properties. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 
Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and 
support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and 
archeological resources. Eligible properties must be significant for one or more of the four 
criteria for evaluation. Properties can be eligible if they are associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. They can be eligible if they 
are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. Distinctive construction can 
qualify properties for the National Register if they embody the characteristic of a type, period, or 
method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction. Lastly, properties may be eligible for the National Register if they have yielded or 
may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. The National Register 
recognizes properties of local, statewide, and national significance. 
 
The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant 
properties. Properties included in the National Register are automatically listed in the State 
Register. However, not all properties listed in the State Register are included in the National 
Register. The same general criteria are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion in 
the state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for eligibility. 
 
The Register of Historic Kansas Places is our state’s official list of historically significant 
properties. Properties included in the National Register are automatically listed in the State 
Register. However, not all properties listed in the State Register are included in the National 
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Register. The same general criteria are used to assess the eligibility of a property for inclusion in 
the state register, but more flexibility is allowed in the interpretation of the criteria for eligibility. 
 
Below are the National Register nominations: 
 
Beal House – 1624 Indiana Street, Lawrence, Douglas County 
 
The 1950 Beal House is an outstanding local example of Usonian organic architecture. 
University of Kansas (KU) architecture professor George Malcolm Beal expanded upon Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s Usonian design principles by calculating site-specific sun angles using an 
original heliodon instrument he designed and built for early sustainable design classes at KU. As 
a result of these calculations, the roof overhangs the nearly all-glass south elevation to take full 
advantage of solar gain in winter and shade in summer. The house’s period of significance spans 
from 1950 to 1968, when George and Helen Beal moved. The house and site are nominated as 
part of the Historic Resources of Lawrence multiple property nomination under Criterion B for 
its local association with George Beal, who designed and resided here while shaping the 
transition of the University of Kansas’s architecture program from classical to modern and under 
Criterion C for its architecture and engineering. Though her association is outside the period of 
significance, State Representative Betty Jo Charlton resided here from 1971 to 2014; she was the 
first woman legislator from Lawrence, serving from 1979 until 1994.  
 
Senate & Curtis Court Apartments Historic District – 900-914 SW Tyler Street, Topeka, 
Shawnee County 
 
Constructed from 1928 to and 1930, the Senate and Curtis Court Apartments illustrate the Tudor 
Revival style as applied to a multi-family residential building. Nelle Peters, a prominent female 
architect known for creating practical and efficient apartment buildings, designed the original 
complex of three buildings. Tudor Revival style elements include the brick veneer cladding with 
stucco and false half-timbering accents, steeply-pitched gables, crenellated parapets, grouped 
chimneys, and Tudor arched openings. The interior features heavily-textured plaster walls, ornate 
plaster and wood lobbies, and decorative arched openings. The Senate and Curtis Court 
Apartments Historic District was constructed during a great building boom in Topeka’s history 
when numerous one- to three-story apartment buildings gradually replaced the upper-class 
mansions that once filled the surrounding neighborhood. Each building has a distinct character 
and set of features, yet together, they form a unified District that illustrates the architectural 
trends in Topeka during this time. The period of significance is 1928 to 1930, the period of 
construction for both buildings. The historic district is nominated for its local significance under 
Criterion C for its architecture. 
 
East Badger Creek Culvert – 182nd Rd., Winfield vicinity, Cowley County 
 
The East Badger Creek Culvert is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under 
the Masonry Arch Bridges of Kansas multiple property nomination. The culvert is locally 
significant, nominated under Criterion C in the area of Engineering, as it retains the distinctive 
historic characteristics of a locally built, rural stone arch span. Due to its size, the culvert was not 
included in the statewide survey of stone bridges conducted by the Kansas Department of 
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Transportation (KDOT) during the early 1980s, but it embodies the type, period and method of 
construction of a rural stone arch span. The period of significance is 1905-1906, the time during 
which the culvert was built. 
 
Woodland Place Stock Farm – 180 Hickory Rd., Courtland vicinity, Republic County 
 
Woodland Place Stock Farm, later known as Woodland Ranch, is nominated as part of the 
Historic Agricultural-related Resources of Kansas  multiple property nomination under Criteria 
A and C for its association with early agricultural history of Republic County and for the barns’ 
example of the Midwest Prairie style. The period of significance begins in 1878 when George 
Johnson had acquired all the land that comprised the 880-acre Woodland Place Stock Farm. 
Beginning in circa 1906, Joseph Elliott and WS Lower had formed a partnership that ran 
Woodland Ranch. The land and extant resources supported almost 50 years of successful 
agribusiness focused on cattle-raising. Joseph Elliott purchased the property in 1925, indicating 
that the partnership between him and Lower was dissolved. 
 
Prehistoric Sites of Wildcat Creek Watershed, Riley County, Kansas, Multiple Property 
Nomination  
 
The approximately 99.5 square miles drained by Wildcat Creek, a tributary of the Kansas River 
in Riley County, offers archaeologists a laboratory in which to explore cultural adaptations in the 
northern Flint Hills region of the central Great Plains from at least 13,000 years ago to historic 
time. This physiographic province spans north to south the mixed-grass prairie of eastern 
Kansas. Several limestone members of its bedrock provided an abundant source of cherts, an 
essential raw material of stone-age peoples. Numerous other natural resources, such as water, 
varied wild plants and animals, clay, and arable lands, are also readily available. Previous 
archaeological surveys and evaluations have identified numerous archaeological sites in the 
Wildcat Creek watershed, demonstrating that many people made this their home over thousands 
of years. These resources hold potential for understanding cultural changes spanning the Late 
Pleistocene (Paleoindian) through the mid-Holocene episode of maximum post-glacial aridity 
called the Altithermal (Middle Archaic) to the Medieval Warm Period (Late Prehistoric). 
Significant sites within the watershed provide windows into the various periods of human 
occupation of this region and as a set allow understanding of the cultural dynamics of the native 
peoples of this region over thousands of years. 
 
Register of Historic Kansas Places 
 
Colorado-Derby Building – 201 N Water St., Wichita, Sedgwick County 
 
Constructed in 1959-1960, the nine-story Colorado-Derby Building is an early example of a 
Modern Movement speculative office tower erected within a pattern of development that shaped 
Wichita’s downtown at midcentury. New buildings erected as icons on the skyline were intended 
to refresh, modernize, and revitalize the downtown core through public and private investment in 
civic and commercial improvements. Frank and Harvey Ablah recognized the onset of this trend 
and constructed the Colorado-Derby Building to provide speculative office space, redeveloping 
the site of the Ablah Hotel Supply Company. Named for its largest and most prominent tenant, 
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the Colorado-Derby Building was fully occupied when it opened in 1960 and maintained high 
occupancy rates over the following decade. The construction and subsequent occupancy of this 
building illustrates the continuing importance of manufacturing industries to the economy of 
Wichita at midcentury and the ability of these industries to contribute to the economic and 
physical revitalization of downtown. The blocks immediately surrounding the building continued 
to develop in a similar fashion over the following decade with large-scale modern buildings and 
parking lots replacing smaller commercial and industrial buildings built a half-century earlier. 
All of this development activity culminated in a formal Urban Renewal project utilizing federal 
funds in the late 1960s. In Wichita, private investment focused on providing office space for 
industrial companies, rather than public funding initiated the revitalization that transformed 
downtown. The Colorado-Derby Building is nominated under Criterion A an important early 
example of this private investment trend. 
 
Removals from the National Register: 
 
Highland Water Tower – 108 N Genessee Street, Highland, Doniphan County 
 
The Highland Water Tower was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2007 for its 
local significance in the area of community planning and development. Highland’s water tower 
was representative of an important period in the growth and development of the town. Having 
lost many buildings to fire in the late 1800s and early 1900s, community leaders sought 
improved infrastructure to avoid future fire-related disasters and to accommodate and encourage 
new development. Similar water towers sprouted across the country as rural and urban 
communities planned and developed consistent water supplies to fight fires and improve health 
through clean water. The Highland Water Tower was constructed in 1913-1914 and featured a 
steel tank that held 50,000 gallons of water and was elevated on four steel support posts that 
were 100 feet tall. The Highland Water Tower was dismantled on June 24, 2015. 
 
Yount, George W., Barn – 14704 91st Rd., Winfield vicinity, Cowley County 
 
The George W. Yount Barn was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1997 for its 
local significance in the area of architecture. The 1881 stone barn was constructed about one 
mile due north of Winfield by Kentucky native George Yount. Yount used the barn to house 
livestock and store hay and crops. In  2005, the Yount  Barn  was  heavily damaged  in  a  fire  
that  left  only  the  four  exterior  walls  standing, some in very poor condition. The owners 
retained as much material as possible and incorporated the ruins into a new structure sometime 
between 2005 and 2015. While the retention of materials is commendable, the overall loss 
caused by the fire and the subsequent incorporation of the ruins into a new structure negatively 
affects its historic integrity and impairs this resource’s ability to convey its historic significance. 
 
Related Internet Links: 
National Register of Historic Places: nps.gov/nr 
Kansas Historical Society (National and State Registers): kshs.org/14638 
To read drafts of these nominations and links to photographs, see this link: kshs.org/14633  
(This is a temporary link to these documents.) 
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Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kshistoricalsociety 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
YouTube: youtube.com/kansashistorical, youtube.com/kansasmemory 
Flickr: flickr.com/kansashistoricalsociety 
Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


