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RELOCATION APPROVAL 
 
Constructed in 1906, the Sand Creek Truss Leg Bedstead Bridge was listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2003 as part of the Metal Truss Bridges of Kansas, 1861-1939 MPS. The owner at the 
time of listing, Norton County, requested authorization to move the bridge from its historic location on 
Road Y, ½ mile west of the intersection with Route 283, two miles north of Route 9, and six miles 
northeast of Lenora (on an east-west section line road between Section 34, Township 4 South, Range 23 
West and Section 3, Township 5 South, Range 23 West) to Larrick Park in Lenora, Norton County (SW¼ 
of Section 14 Township 5 South, Range 24 West). This relocation request was approved in August 2009. 
The county removed the bridge from its historic location on Road Y and relocated it to Larrick Park in 
anticipation of its reinstallation in that park, but the bridge was not reinstalled as planned. From as early 
as 2013, the city of Lenora sought a new owner and a new location for the bridge. 
 
In July 2016 the city reached an agreement with a new private owner who proposes to install the bridge 
on his property east of Lenora. This relocation approval request amends the request submitted by the 
Kansas SHPO in 2009 by providing details about the proposed new location.   
 
Relocation Plan     
 
First Relocation 
 
The Sand Creek Truss Leg Bedstead Bridge was removed from its historic location because county 
engineers deemed it too narrow and the load limits too low for traffic needs along Road Y. The road was 
closed to through-traffic as the historic bridge could not sustain today’s vehicles traveling this county 
road. Norton County owned the bridge and oversees the maintenance of Road Y; the county was 
committed to saving the bridge from demolition by relocating it. The decision to move (rather than 
demolish) the bridge came, in part, because the bridge is intact and in good condition. The loss of 
integrity was almost exclusively to the environs, as it lost its original surroundings.   
 
Plans in 2009 called for the new bridge location to be six miles southwest of Road Y in Larrick Park in 
Lenora, Norton County, Kansas (Figure 1). The bridge was to be situated in an east-west orientation over 
Elk Creek, which runs through Larrick Park north-to-south. It was intended to serve as the centerpiece of 
a walking trail surrounding the park.   
 
Tom Brannon, Norton County Road and Bridge Supervisor, oversaw the bridge removal. The dirt 
roadway was cleared from the bridge to reveal the wooden decking. The wooden decking was removed 
to reveal the iron and steel bridge structure. The structure was loosened from the roadway footings using 
tools and chisels but remained intact as a single piece. A crane removed the structure from the roadway 
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footings and placed it on a flatbed truck for transportation to its new location. The bridge was placed by 
crane onto steel I-beams in Larrick Park to await its installation over Elk Creek (Figure 2). The 
salvageable wooden planks were put in storage with Norton County to be reused when the bridge is 
reinstalled. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

2 

Figure 1: Contextual map, showing the historic location along County Road Y (1), the current location in Larrick 
Park (2), and the proposed new location REDACTED. 
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2017 Relocation Request 
 
The bridge remains on the steel I-beams 
on which is was placed in 2013 in Larrick 
Park. The city’s plans to incorporate the 
bridge into a walking trail did not 
materialize. 
 
In 2016 the city of Lenora, the current 
owner of the historic bridge, reached an 
agreement with a private owner, Bob Marx, 
who will relocate the bridge to his property 
east of Lenora. Mr. Marx’s property is three 
miles due south of the bridge’s historic 
location and five miles due east of Larrick 
Park (Figure 1). The proposed new 
location is on private property REDACTED. 
The bridge is proposed to cross a north-

south tributary of the North Fork of the Solomon River, REDACTED. 
 
The bridge will be moved by Scott Evans Construction Company of Norton, Kansas, and they will utilize 
a crane in the process. The iron and steel structure will be lifted from the I-beams it has been sitting on 
since arriving in the park and placed on a flatbed truck. It is currently intact and all efforts will be made to 
ensure that it remains as such. When it arrives at the intended location, it will be situated on pedestal 
abutments secured with concrete foundation pads. All of the significant architectural features will be 
retained, including its iron and steel frame and its combination of timber abutments and poured concrete 
foundation pads – features which illustrate the transition in construction technology and materials that 
occurred during the period of significance. Salvageable wooden planks in storage with Norton County will 
be reused in the bed of the bridge.  
 
Archeological Review of Proposed New Site 
 
The Kansas State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed its cultural resources files for the area 
proposed for relocation of the Sand Creek Truss leg Bedstead Bridge in accordance with 36 CFR 800.    
While there are archeological sites in the Lenora vicinity along the North Fork of the Solomon River, the 
proposed new bridge location possesses low potential for archeological sites and none have been 
recorded within the section. The proposed bridge location project should therefore have no effect on 
properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places or otherwise identified in our files. This office 
has no objection to the implementation of the project.  

Figure 2: Bridge in 2013 after its relocation to Larrick Park. 
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Figure 3: Boundary map 

 
 
REDACTED.  
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CRITERIA CONSIDERATION B 
 
The proposed new location for the Sand Creek Truss Leg Bedstead Bridge meets the requirements of 
Criteria Consideration B. Under Criterion C, all of the significant architectural features will be retained 
including its iron and steel frame and its combination of timber abutments and poured concrete 
foundation pads – features which illustrate the transition in construction technology and materials that 
occurred during the period of significance.  
 
The Sand Creek Truss Leg Bedstead Bridge was originally nominated under the Metal Truss Bridges in 
Kansas MPS and will retain its statewide significance. There are only three other Truss Leg Bedstead 
bridges in Kansas listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
The original nomination notes the relative ease in erecting this type of mass-produced, early 20th century 
bridge and that its design was meant to work for any number of sites:   
 

Most metal trusses were constructed of built-up members composed of mass-produced, standard-
shaped channel, plate, and angle stock purchased from one or more of the numerous steel 
companies nationwide. The bridge companies preassembled trusses in their factories then simply 
shipped them to the bridge site for installation.  Installation involved grading approaches, 
constructing abutments and piers, erecting preassembled floor and truss members, and placing 
deck material.1   

 
The bridge was originally listed for its design and construction. The bridge will retain this significance at 
its new location. 

                                                 
1 Elizabeth Rosin, “Sand Creek Truss Leg Bedstead Bridge” National Register nomination (2003): 8-3.  
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OWNER INFORMATION 
 
REDACTED 
 
*Please note: Owner requests the new location information be withheld from public view. 
 
PHOTOGRAPIC INFORMATION 
 
Property Name:  Sand Creek Truss Leg Bedstead Bridge   
Location: Norton County, KS 
Photographer: Owner  
Date: July 2017  
 
Photo 1:  Proposed location, facing E  
 

 


