




















During the nineteenth
century filth and pollution
plagued towns such as
Junction City, photographed
here in 1900. A gradual
change in townspeople’s
attitudes eventually would
bring about much-needed
municipal sanitary reform.

have received so
much scholarly atten-
tion. The editorial
content of newspa-

pers from the six
counties
from Fort Riley indicates that people in Clay Center,
Concordia, and Salina faced the same problems as
did the residents of Caldwell, Dodge City, and Wich-
ita who Robert Dykstra and C. Robert Haywood de-
scribed. Townspeople’s attitudes toward stray live-
stock, carcasses in the rivers and streets, refuse
disposal, and filth in general contain more than a hint
of the struggle to impose the values of the Victorian
middle class. That hint is found occasionally in the

upstream

proceedings of local government, in newspapers, and
in a health officer’s complaint that “farmers, whose
interests do not extend beyond their own immediate
self-interests,” formed the majority of his county
commission and impeded his efforts.26 Contention
over rural and municipal sanitary reform—whether
loose livestock, unrestricted industry, or overflowing
privies—was an important aspect of the social devel-
opment of nineteenth-century Kansas. Gambling, li-
quor, and prostitution may be the stuff of western
movies, but sanitation is the stuff of everyday life.
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