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A red and yellow wool flag commemorates the four hundredth anniversary 
of Francisco Vásquez de Coronado’s 1541 expedition through Kansas. The 
flag, crafted in 1941, features Coronado astride his horse with Franciscan 
Friar Juan de Padilla at his side.
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On February 24, 1540, Francisco Vásquez de Coronado and nearly four hundred Europeans, including a group 
of Franciscan friars led by Juan de Padilla, along with at least four hundred servants and slaves and thirteen 
hundred Indian “allies” set forth from Compostela in Mexico. Over the course of the next fourteen months, 
while dreaming of gold but methodically aiming at conquest, encomiendas, and tribute, the expeditionaries 

crossed parts of present-day Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico, mapping, plundering, and killing among the Puebloan 
people.1 During the late summer of 1540 an Indian they called El Turco told them of a golden kingdom to the north. The 
thirty-year-old Coronado found the tale irresistible, and on April 23, 1541, he turned his expedition toward the region 
we call Kansas. Two months later, having crossed present-day Oklahoma, Coronado and a small reconnaissance party 
of thirty elite riders encountered Quiviran hunters, ancestors of the Wichita, along the river we know as the Arkansas, 
near present-day Ford, Kansas. Days later, Coronado and company reached the heart of Quivira near present-day 
Lyons. Coronado astutely declared: “The soil itself is the most suited for growing all the [crops] of Spain that has been 
seen.”2 Enjoying what was probably coerced Quiviran hospitality, the Europeans remained in the kingdom for a little 
less than a month. During those long days of summer, they surveyed the region, executed El Turco when he admitted 
there was nothing to his promises of gold, and eventually departed for their winter quarters among the beleaguered 
people of Tiguex in New Mexico. Padilla returned to Quivira the following year to minister and, eventually, to die a 
martyr’s death.
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1. Richard Flint, No Settlement, No Conquest: A History of the Coronado Entrada (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2008), 4–7.
2. Coronado to Charles V, in Documents of the Coronado Expedition, 1539–1542, trans. and ed. Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint (Dallas, Tex.: 

Southern Methodist University Press, 2005), 321. The other firsthand accounts of Quivira echo this evaluation. The Relación del Suceso concluded that 
“Quivira is the best land” (Ibid., 502). Juan Jaramillo wrote, “This land has a very beautiful appearance, such that I have not seen better in the entirety 
of Spain, nor in Italy or part of France, nor even in other lands where I have traveled in His Majesty’s service” (Ibid., 516–17).
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For more than four centuries people have rehearsed 
and reinterpreted what actually happened during that 
month along the Arkansas River.3 During the first four 
decades of the twentieth century, Quivira mattered to 
historians mostly because determining its location would 
fix the northern limit of Coronado’s entrada. Sixteenth-
century maps had given Quivira a coastline. Centuries 
later, people were still debating the expedition’s route, 
and Quivira was placed anywhere from New Mexico to 
Texas to Nebraska to Kansas. As archaeological evidence 
accumulated in favor of Kansas, most historians had 
very little to say about the native people of the area 
and their way of life, choosing instead to concentrate 
on Coronado’s frustration, violence, and failure.4 Some 
scholars suggested that the Spaniards did not see the 
opportunity presented by the fertile land of Quivira. For 
others, Coronado’s excursion into present-day Kansas 
mattered as a tiny part of his larger contribution to the 
demarcation of North American geography. For most 
historians, the episode stood as a mere footnote to the 
expedition’s activities in the Southwest.5

Not surprisingly, twentieth-century Kansans had more 
to say about Coronado’s summer along the Arkansas River, 
and their response is the subject of the present essay. In  
books, articles, fiction, paintings, poetry, museums, and 
pageants and on monuments and roadside markers, Kan-
sans from every walk of life endeavored to remember 
Quivira and Coronado. A muster of these passionate 
folks includes amateur and professional historians and 
archaeologists, artists, museologists, journalists, priests, 
promoters, merchants, costumed revelers, posers, thieves, 
bullfighters, and one arsonist. Their attempts at remem-
brance and commemoration are certainly fascinating in 
their own right, but this essay will argue that they deserve 
thoughtful scrutiny because they stand as a formative 
chapter in the story of Kansans’ collective memory.

In his remarkable study of war and memory, Jay 
Winter pointed to a kind of “memory boom” in the 
twentieth century, as people inside and outside the 
academy tried to understand modern warfare and its 

victims. Following in the footsteps of Émile Durkheim’s 
student Maurice Halbwachs, who first proposed a focus 
on collective memory, Winter could be speaking directly 
to students of Kansas history when he explained that 
collective memory “is not the memory of large groups. 
States do not remember; individuals do, in association 
with other people. If the term ‘collective memory’ has 
any meaning at all, it is the process through which 
different collectives, from groups of two to groups in their 
thousands, engage in acts of remembrance together.” In 
other words, Kansas does not remember, but groups of 
Kansans, forming and dissipating like summer storm 
clouds, do “engage in acts of remembrance together.” 
Indeed, one of the unexpected fascinations of studying 
Kansans’ collective memory of Quivira and Coronado 
comes from tracing the emergence and dissolution of 
such groups. Like meteorologists of memory, we can 
identify certain elements—pressures, geographies, 
tendencies—that drive activity. In Winter’s study, it is 
“the need to attend to, to acknowledge the victims of war 
and the ravages it causes” that drives the remembering.6 

3. A list of the most important texts includes: A. F. Bandelier, The Gilded 
Man (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1893); George Parker Winship, 
The Coronado Expedition, 1540–1542 (Washington, D.C.: Government 
Printing Office, 1896); George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, Narratives 
of the Coronado Expedition, 1540–1542 (Albuquerque: University of New 
Mexico Press, 1940); Herbert E. Bolton, Coronado: Knight of Pueblos and 
Plains (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1949); Richard 
Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint, eds., The Coronado Expedition to Tierra 
Nueva (Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 1997); Richard Flint, 
Great Cruelties Have Been Reported: The 1544 Investigation of the Coronado 
Expedition (Dallas, Tex.: Southern Methodist University Press, 2002); 
Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint, eds., The Coronado Expedition: 
From the Distance of 460 Years (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico 
Press, 2003); Flint and Flint, Documents of the Coronado Expedition; and 
Richard Flint, No Settlement, No Conquest, 2008.

4. The most famous map of the age, Ortelius’s Theatrum Orbis 
Terrarum of 1570, depicts Quivira with a striking coastline. For more on 
the Quiviran people, see Paul H. Carlson, The Plains Indians (College 
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1998), 29. See also Earl H. Elam, 
“The Origin and Identity of the Wichita,” Kansas Quarterly 3 (Fall 1971): 
13–20; F. Todd Smith, The Wichita Indians: Traders of Texas and the Southern 
Plains, 1540–1845 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2000), 
29; and Susan Vehik, “Wichita Culture History,” Plains Anthropologist 
37 (November 1992): 311–32. On the Quivirans’ dualistic existence 
along the Arkansas River, see Preston Holder, The Hoe and the Horse on 
the Plains (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1970), 51; Joseph V. 
Hickey and Charles E. Webb, “The Lyons Serpent: Speculations on the 
Indian as Geographer,” Emporia State Research Studies 33 (1985): 27; and 
Donald J. Blakeslee and Marlin F. Hawley, “The Great Bend Aspect,” in 
Kansas Archaeology, ed. Robert J. Hoard and William E. Banks (Lawrence: 
University Press of Kansas, 2006), 168.

5. Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Plains (Lincoln: University 
of Nebraska Press, 1931), 107; Donald Culross Peattie, “America’s 
Don Quixote,” in The Heritage of Kansas, ed. Everett Rich (Lawrence: 
University of Kansas Press, 1960), 6; Paul Horgan, Conquistadors in North 
American History (New York: Farrar, Straus, and Co., 1963), 178; for the 
excursion’s contribution to geography, see Bolton, Coronado: Knight of 
Pueblos and Plains, 398; Bernard DeVoto, The Course of Empire (New York: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1952), 47; Maureen Ahern, “Mapping, Measuring, 
and Naming Cultural Spaces in Castañeda’s Relación de la jornada de 

Cíbola,” in The Coronado Expedition: From the Distance of 460 Years, ed. 
Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint (Albuquerque: University 
of New Mexico Press, 2003), 266; and regarding the episode as mere 
footnote, see, for instance, John Francis Bannon, The Spanish Borderlands 
Frontier 1513–1821 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 
1974), 21; and Peter Iverson, “Native Peoples and Native Histories,” in 
The Oxford History of the American West, ed. Clyde A. Milner II, Carol A. 
O’Connor, and Martha Sandweis (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1994), 17.

6. Jay Winter, Remembering War: The Great War Between Memory and 
History in the Twentieth Century (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University 
Press, 2006), 1, 4.
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In the case of Kansans, Quivira, and Coronado, this essay 
suggests that collective remembrance has always been 
driven by the desire for a venerable past. Speaking for 
people of the Great Plains, Tom Isern put it this way: “We 
want our country to have what great civilizations have—
relics and ruins.”7

It was Kansas amateur historians W. E. Richey 
and George P. Morehouse who first gave voice to this 
yearning in regards to Quivira and Coronado in the new 
century. Richey deserves first mention because, as Isern 
has suggested, he “brought Coronado to the attention of 
English-speaking prairie folk in 1903 with an address to 
his state historical society.”8 Working from archives and 
artifacts, from the Spaniards’ firsthand reports, and from a 
catalog of amateur collectors and artifacts that included an 

inscribed Spanish sword that Richey felt almost certainly 
belonged to Juan Gallego, one of Coronado’s officers, 
the amateur historian offered an authoritative account 
of the expedition and announced an “indisputable” case 
for locating Quivira in Kansas. Most important, Richey 
used this address to declare that “Kansas is great in her 
material resources—her crops, her minerals, her oil—but 
her crowning glory is her history.” And, he concluded, 
the stories of Quivira and Coronado “are a part of Kansas 
history.”9 Morehouse agreed. Three years after Richey’s 
lecture, he too addressed the Kansas State Historical 
Society, arguing that Quivira was located near present-
day Junction City and that Padilla’s martyrdom took 
place near present-day Council Grove. Like Richey, 
Morehouse offered a clear call for remembrance. “It is 
well,” he concluded, “to preserve the history of first things 
in Kansas, to note the ancient landmarks, and above all to 
dwell upon the bold, heroic characters who first trod our 
borders.”10 In the end, Richey’s sword turned out to be 
from the eighteenth century and Morehouse was simply 
impressionistic in his geographic conclusions, but both 
men should be honored for the way they taught their 
contemporaries to value the past.

By contrast, Professor Johan August Udden of Bethany 
Academy (now Bethany College) simply needed to dig. 
Hearing of Indian mounds south of the Smoky Hill 
River along Paint Creek during the final years of the 
nineteenth century, Udden began to excavate. He soon 
found artifacts made of bone, chert, and clay. Over the 
years, he cataloged arrowheads, knives, scrapers, pipes, 
mallets, hammers, awls, drills, and beads. Then he found 
a piece of European chainmail. When Udden published 
an account of his investigations in 1900, he was ready 
to offer a proposal that linked digging to memory: “The 
archaeological evidence perhaps to some extent supports 
the view that it came from Coronado’s expedition.”11 

In 1908 Margaret Hill McCarter, the prolific novelist from Topeka, 
published In Old Quivira, a full-blooded romance that begins on 
“a Kansas Christmas Eve.” The narrator stands under the dome of 
the capitol in Topeka, pondering Quivira in a building modeled on a 
Renaissance palace like those of Coronado’s Europe. 

7. Thomas D. Isern, “Chain Mail,” Plains Folk, July 17, 2000, 
manuscript copy courtesy of Tom Isern.

8. Thomas D. Isern, “Their Armor Glittered,” Plains Folk, available 
online at Prairie Public Broadcasting, prairiepublic.org/radio/radio-
programs-a-z/plains-folk/page/2?post=16454. 

9. W. E. Richey, “Early Spanish Exploration and Indian Implements in 
Kansas,” Kansas Historical Collections, 1903–1904 8 (1904): 152, available 
online at kshs.org/13744.

10. George P. Morehouse, “Padilla and the Old Monument Near 
Council Grove,” Kansas Historical Collections, 1907–1908 10 (1908): 472, 
available online at kshs.org/13741. Morehouse’s address was published 
almost simultaneously in The Kansa or Kaw Indians and their History: And 
the Story of Padilla (Topeka: State Printing Office, 1908), 52. 

11. Udden had the specimen photographed, examined by authorities, 
and then somehow managed to lose it. Or it was stolen and the thieves 
never identified. Many years later, an Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
antique dealer called the Kansas State Historical Society, offering to sell 
the artifact, which can be seen in Topeka today. For more on the mystery 
of the missing chain mail, see Matt Moline, “Chain Mail Turns Up in 
Kansas Historical Museum,” Lindsborg (Kans.) News Record, August 10, 
1989. Tom Isern suggests that Udden probably sold the artifact himself 
(“Chain Mail”). The quotation is from Johan August Udden, An Old 
Indian Village (Rock Island, Ill.: Lutheran Augustana Book Concern, 
1900), 77.
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Kansans had been turning up artifacts for centuries, 
but Udden was the first to study a particular site with 
scientific discipline. In so doing, the professor challenged 
the archaeologists of the future to follow in his footsteps 
even as he imagined a larger, collective enterprise. Udden 
explained that his story of excavation should “aid and 
encourage them [ordinary folk] in their efforts to study 
and to take care of the antiquities found in their own 
immediate vicinity.”12 Kansans had a veritable mission 
statement for remembrance in the new century.

Although a native of Minnesota, J. V. Brower played 
his own distinct role in this story. If Udden represented 
the academic researcher, Richey and Morehouse the ama-
teur historian and collector, then Brower embodied the 
collectivizing spirit that would reach a kind of apotheosis 
during the four hundredth anniversary celebrations of 
Coronado’s expedition, the cuarto-centennial of 1941. 
Visiting the state for the first time in 1896, Brower busily 
turned up artifacts in Barton, Dickinson, Geary, Marion, 

McPherson, Pottawatomie, Rice, Riley, and 
Wabaunsee counties. Having identified 
(according to his own unscientific method) 
a host of village sites, he founded the  
Quivira Historical Society in Alma, 
Kansas. With a Nebraskan for his 
vice-president, Brower began recruit-
ing Kansans for his ultimate plan: 
the erection of stone monuments com-
memorating Quivira and the Coronado 
expedition all over the state. When the 
society unveiled a new monument in 
Manhattan in 1904, a reporter for the 
Hutchinson Daily News took the occasion to 
rehearse sixteenth-century history and to 
describe how Brower had “succeeded in 
interesting many persons in his work.”13 
Brower’s motives remain rather hard 
to fathom and his science was always 
shaky, but his role in collective memory 
is quite clear. In a landscape with few 
landmarks, Brower inspired Kansans to 
monumentalize their past.

Inspiration was in the air. In 1908 Margaret Hill 
McCarter, the prolific novelist from Topeka, published 
In Old Quivira, a full-blooded romance clearly 
indebted to the growing conversation about Quivira 

and Coronado. In the opening pages, she acknowledged 
the histories of Richey and Morehouse before quoting 
James W. Steele, editor of the first Kansas Magazine in 
the early 1870s, who tried to imagine in verse how an 
ordinary person would react upon hearing the story of 
“Coronado’s March”: “And even now when the night 
comes, and the shadows gather round,  / And you tell the 
old-time story, I can almost hear the sound.” In the novel 
that follows, McCarter turns history and imagination into 
intimate narrative. The narrator calls the result a dream,  
confiding that “to the dreamer it was genuine and sweet 
with inspiration.”14 In every civilization, dreamers play 
a part in remembrance. In twentieth-century Kansas, 

13. “Another Quivira Shaft,” Hutchinson (Kans.) Daily News, October 
31, 1904; for a contemporary account of Brower’s activities, see Frank W. 
Blackmar, ed., Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History (Chicago: Standard 
Publishing Company, 1912), available online at skyways.lib.ks.us/
genweb/archives/1912/q/quivira.html.

14. Margaret Hill McCarter, In Old Quivira (Topeka, Kans.: Crane, 
1908). The poem appears in full in Kansas in Literature (Topeka: Crane 
and Co., 1900), 10, 59–61. A charter member of the Kansas Authors Club, 
McCarter had ample opportunity to talk to Morehouse, who regularly 
hosted the club’s meetings at his house in Topeka.

12. Udden, An Old Indian Village, 8. Udden’s vision of collaboration 
was not yet a reality. In his address, Richey mentions the armor and 
seems to refer to a visit to Lindsborg in the company of a “Professor Welin 
[a misspelling of Udden?],” but mentions neither Udden’s significant 
discoveries nor his book. Morehouse overlooks Udden’s work as well.

A turning point in Kansans’ relationship to Quivira and Coronado came during the 1920s. 
Communities seem to have understood that they were now competing with each other for 
the chance to commemorate. In 1924 a group of Wichita citizens visited the Wichita people 
in Oklahoma. When a visitor commented on the excellence of the tribe’s grass lodges, one 
of the Wichita chiefs responded, “If you like it, you shall have one.” In 1927 a construction 
party arrived and built a grass lodge, like the one pictured in this 1890s photograph, in 
Wichita’s Riverside Park. 
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McCarter made it clear that her 
dreaming was inspired by her 
contemporaries.

It is “a Kansas Christmas Eve” 
at the beginning of the novel, and 
the narrator stands under the dome 
of the capitol in Topeka, pondering 
Quivira. Readers may find the 
setting strange, but McCarter had  
her reasons. Modeled on a Renais-
sance palace, the Kansas capitol em- 
bodies modern statehood even as  
it echoes the Renaissance archi-
tecture of Coronado’s Europe. So 
McCarter’s narrator is dreaming 
in a Renaissance palace that 
just happens to house “cases 
of precious historic relics” that 
symbolize a “commonwealth.”15 In 
this gilded repository, the narrator 
discovers—locked away because of 
its pricelessness—a Spanish sword 
inscribed exactly like Richey’s 
sword: “No me saques sin razon, No me enbaines sin 
honor,” “draw me not without reason, sheath me not 
without honor.” But unlike Richey’s artifact, McCarter’s 
sword can talk. The narrator listens and learns of Tristan 
Gallego, a jilted lover who, carrying the sword of his father 
Juan Gallego, follows Coronado and Padilla into Tierra 
Nueva in search of fame and fortune. He finds, instead, 
a sisterly companion among the Native Americans, and 
Padilla is eventually martyred on Christmas day. The 
story of North America’s first Christian martyr turns out 
in McCarter’s novel to be a Christmas tale of love and 
sacrifice. On December 17, 1908, an advertisement in the 
Lawrence Daily Journal called the novel “suitable for a 
Christmas present.”16 In Old Quivira invites more critical 
study, but here it seems sufficient to note the confident 
link McCarter drew between modern Kansas and 
Renaissance Quivira in a dream told by a talking sword. 
If her popular book is any indication, romance may be a 
Kansan’s birthright.

The same could be said of pageantry. Early in the 
twentieth century, Kansans developed a love for home-
grown historical pageants with Coronado leading the 
way. The tradition seems to have crystallized during the  
summer of 1918 in Emporia when Professor F. L. Gilson’s 

15. McCarter, In Old Quivira, 9.
16. Lawrence (Kans.) Daily Journal, December 17, 1908.

17. Emporia (Kans.) Gazette, July 24, 1918.
18. “Coronado Came to Wichita Before it was Wichita,” Hutchinson 

(Kans.) News, September 17, 1920; Hutchinson News, May 9, 1923; 
“Pageant Depicts Kansas History,” Emporia Gazette, July 14, 1924; and 
“Fourteen Hundred Children in Pageant of Kansas,” Emporia Gazette, 
April 28, 1925.

class in pageantry, working from an outline of Kansas 
history provided by Mary A. Whitney, designed “a 
beautiful and symbolic pageant of the history of Kansas” 
in which Indians watched the Spaniards claim “the 
land for Spain.” Some two hundred students, faculty, 
and townspeople participated in the show. 17 A cursory 
glance at Kansas newspapers from the period shows 
increasing interest in the staging of Kansas history in 
general and of Coronado’s expedition in particular. On 
September 17, 1920, Wichita was planning to celebrate 
its fiftieth anniversary with a “historical parade in which 
Coronado and his caravan will be shown.” Three years 
later, members of the American Legion staged a similar 
pageant in Hutchinson. In 1924 and 1925 Emporia 
presented new versions of its history pageant for 
thousands of onlookers.18 In 1927 the people of Medicine 
Lodge employed Professor Gilson to direct an adapted 
version of his pageant in order to commemorate the 
Medicine Lodge Treaty of 1867. In the early 1930s the town 
began to do the pageant on a regular basis, while other 
communities continued to produce their own pageants 

Heavy rains during the spring of 1927 changed everything for the people of Rice County. When 
farmers began to notice an extraordinary number of Native American artifacts turning up, Paul 
(right) and Horace (left) Jones, editors and publishers of the Lyons Daily News, took a keen 
interest. The brothers, pictured at an archaeological dig near Lyons, Kansas, in the 1920s, had 
been collecting artifacts since they were boys and went on to publish scholarly studies of the area’s 
finds. Photograph courtesy of Carolyn Sayler, Lyons, Kansas.
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until the state fairly exploded with pageant-making in the 
cuarto-centennial celebration of 1941.19

It would not be wrong to take all these costumed 
conquistadors and Indians as proof of Kansans’ collective 
memory in action, but there are more subtle insights to 
be gleaned from the survey. For instance, these theaters 
of memory were always rooted, first and foremost, in 
particular communities that wanted to display their 
place in history, usually as part of a larger anniversary 
celebration.20 The pageants had much more to do with 
historical identity than they did with any profound 
interest in Quivira and Coronado. Consequently, the 
story of Quivira and Coronado tended to be retold in 
the context of other historical epochs and agendas. 
In 1937 Coronado’s exploration culminated in the 
founding of Dodge City. In 1953 Coronado became the 
symbolic forerunner of Fort Riley. A year later, the story 
of Lawrence’s first hundred years began with Coronado 

marching in the company of fur trappers. In the end, 
historical rigor mattered far less in these shows than the 
glorification of a community’s venerable past. And early 
twentieth-century Kansans expected to participate in the 
extravaganzas.21

A turning point in Kansans’ relationship to 
Quivira and Coronado came during the 1920s. 
Communities seem to have understood that 
 they were now competing with each other 

for a slice of history, for the chance to commemorate. In 
Sedgwick, Rice, Saline, and McPherson counties, citizens 
were in fact mobilizing to stake their distinctive claims to 
Quivira and Coronado. And J. B. Doze, the state’s game 
warden, saw in 1926 the potential for a “friendly rivalry 
among the counties.”22

19. “To Direct Indian Pageant,” Emporia Daily Gazette, March 9, 
1927. For the cuarto-centennial celebration, see, for example, “City of 
Lyons Starts Year Long Coronado Celebration” [Topeka Capital, January 
30, 1941], in Coronado Cuarto Centennial, 1541–1941 Clippings, State 
Archives Division, Kansas Historical Society, Topeka.

20. For more on “theatres of memory,” see Winter, Remembering War, 
183–271.

21. “Boys and Girls Dominate Show,” Hutchinson News, September 
4, 1935; “Kansans Invited to Ft. Riley Celebration,” Hutchinson (Kans.) 
News-Herald, June 19, 1953; and “Local Planners Shaping Parade 2 Miles 
Long,” Lawrence (Kans.) Daily Journal-World, July 15, 1954.

22. Emporia Gazette, June 25, 1926; but the competition for Quivira 
and Coronado was not limited to these counties. Isern describes 
Bryan White’s 1929 discovery of a Spanish bridle and buckles, and the 
community’s yearning for a piece of the expedition (“Chain Mail”). The 
artifacts now reside in the Coronado Museum in Liberal.

In the late 1920s residents of Rice County were excited by the opportunity to take part in the work of discovery. Such work 
was undertaken in the summer of 1927 on the Rice County farm of J. T. Taylor (right). Along with the Jones brothers and 
other amateur and professional archaeologists, Mark E. Zimmerman (left) helped unearth arrowheads and other bits of 
Quiviran material culture. Taylor had previously found several such objects and fashioned them into a rough model of one of 
his farm’s original inhabitants, which he displays above. Paul Jones reprinted a close-up of the model in his study of Quivira, 
labeling it “An ‘Artifactual’ Indian” (opposite).
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In 1924 a group of Wichita citizens, which includ-
ed former Indian scout William C. Peacock and news-
paperman and historian Bliss Isely, visited the Wichita 
people in Oklahoma. Writing in 1933, Isely recalled the 
conversation between Peacock and Kiowa, chief of the 
Wichita, who had served together in an 1874 campaign. 
When Isely had the chance, he commented on the 
excellence of the tribe’s grass lodges: “Whereupon the 
old chief answered: ‘If you like it, you shall have one.’” In 
1927 a construction party arrived. It was led “by Sooka, a 
woman, who, as a girl, had swung in the grape vines in 
what is now Riverside Park.” With no acknowledgement 
of the sad irony, Isely noted that sacred tradition called 
for cedar “piers . . . and they no longer had cedar on 
their lands.” Why people in Wichita would want a grass 
lodge sitting on an island in the middle of the Arkansas 
River is easy to understand. The lodge conferred a sense 
of authenticity on their claim to a venerable past—even 
though it was, in most respects, an artificial installation. In 
1933 Isely looked at the lodge as an untapped opportunity 
for Kansas tourism.23 But why the Wichita would wish 
to participate in this commemoration is perhaps more 
difficult to fathom. Perhaps the shared memories of 
Kiowa and Peacock were enough to energize the cross-
cultural work of commemoration. Perhaps the Wichita 
people saw an opportunity to shape Kansans’ collective 
memory in some palpable way.

Meanwhile, heavy rains during the spring of 1927 
changed everything for the people of Rice County. When 
farmers began to notice an extraordinary number of 
Native American artifacts turning up, Paul and Horace 
Jones, editors and publishers of the Lyons Daily News, 
took a keen interest. The brothers had been collecting 
artifacts since they were boys. Now they began asking 
residents to share their discoveries with the community. 
Farmers appeared with buckets of arrowheads, scrapers, 
and mortars.24

When area merchants planned a weekend of new 
window displays in downtown Lyons, the Jones brothers 
used their windows to exhibit the growing collection. 
Hundreds of area residents came to see the artifacts, 
which inspired the editors to write, “It is evident, from the 
fact that few persons passed it by, that Indian relics are of 
more than ordinary interest to the average person.”25 The 

Jones brothers were certainly not average, and they soon 
discovered their own scholarly passions for the subject. 
Horace published The Story of Early Rice County and 
Paul published Quivira.26 Meanwhile, as they cataloged 
and displayed the artifacts, the brothers were helping to 
realize Udden’s vision: neighbors were taking interest 
in their local antiquities. In fact, the very definition of 
“neighbor” began to expand as people from outside the 
county inquired about the discoveries. Isely, among others, 
began to collaborate with the Jones brothers. Inspired by 
this response, the brothers went on to propose that the 
newspaper keep track of the collection until it could be 
donated “to a Rice county museum of natural history.”27 
The Rice County artifacts were eventually moved into the 
courthouse where they were exhibited in cases, following 
the model of the displays at the Kansas capitol. 

As a kind of case study, the story of Lyons in the 
1920s reveals a great deal about Kansans’ collective 
remembrance at the beginning of the twentieth century. 

23. Bliss Isely, “The Grass Wigwam at Wichita,” Kansas Historical 
Quarterly 2 (February 1933): 66–67.

24. Paul Jones tells some of this story in the opening pages of Coronado 
and Quivira (Lyons, Kans.: Lyons Publishing Co., 1937), 2. See also 
Horace Jones, “Rice County’s ‘Long Journey to Quivira,’” typescript, 
Coronado Quivira Museum, Lyons, Kansas.

25. Lyons (Kans.) Daily News, March 7, 1927.

26. Horace Jones, The Story of Early Rice County (Wichita, Kans.: 
Wichita Eagle Press, 1928); and Paul Jones, Quivira (Wichita, Kans.: 
McCormick-Armstrong, 1929).

27. Lyons Daily News, March 7, 1927; and Jones, “Rice County’s ‘Long 
Journey to Quivira.’”
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peak. G. N. Malm described the work  
as 

    a community affair in itself 
and as a uniquely successful 
venture it will in time be 
an event of historic value. 
Lindsborg closed shop, took 
a holiday from its regular 
work and so did the farmer 
for miles around. Armed 
with pick-ax and shovel 
the business man met his 
friend from the country, 
who furnished teams and 
scrapers and united they 
fell to work.29

The story is striking because of 
the way it differs from yet echoes 
the story of Lyons. Once again, the 
chance to participate in the work of 
remembering fired a community’s 
imagination. Malm rightly suggest-
ed that this communal effort would 

take on its own “historic value,” but civic participation 
and promotion generally mattered more in the 1920s. 
Residents went on to build a shelter they called a “Fernebo 
Lodge,” complete with a telephone. They planted flowers 
and erected a flagpole. As many as five thousand people 
began showing up to celebrate the Fourth of July, and 
plans were made for rock gardens, a swimming pool, 
tourist pavilions, and a museum.30 Pleased with their 
efforts, residents issued promotional materials about 
the site, including a release to the Associated Press that 
described the facilities and touted Coronado Heights 
as “a place ‘of historic interest for tourists.’”31 Long 
before Lindsborg became known as “Little Sweden,” 
residents were commemorating Coronado in the name of 
automobile tourism. The swimming pool, pavilions, and 
museum never materialized, but the idea of Coronado 
Heights endured.

28. This is the language used by historic preservation consultant 
Christy Davis on the registration form nominating Coronado Heights 

Fascination with Quivira and Coronado had also taken root in McPherson County, where the 
people of Lindsborg began to refer to the most prominent peak in the nearby Smoky Hill Buttes 
as “Coronado Heights.” Although there is no evidence that the Europeans ever stood on the hill, 
it is likely that during their twenty-five days in the area the expeditionaries would have seen the 
buttes and surely found their views enticing. Pictured are WPA workers in front of the castle-
like shelter they constructed atop Coronado Heights in the 1930s to commemorate the explorer’s 
time in Kansas.  

for a place on the National Register of Historic Places. Christy Davis, 
“National Register of Historic Places, Registration Form,” August 27, 
2010, sec. 8, p. 12, Historic Preservation Office, Kansas Historical Society, 
Topeka, Kansas, available online at kshs.org/resource/national_
register/nominationsNRDB/Saline_CoronadoHeightsNR.pdf.

29. G. N. Malm, “Lindsborg and the Coronado Heights,” typescript, 
4, Old Mill Museum, Lindsborg, Kansas. 

30. Ibid., 5.
31. Davis, “National Register of Historic Places Registration Form,” 

8:12.

The residents of Rice County became fascinated by 
pipes and scrapers they could turn over in their hands. 
No one was saying much about Coronado at this point. 
The excitement was driven by artifacts—and by the 
opportunity to participate in the work of discovery. The 
Jones brothers, even as they established themselves as 
authorities on the subject, certainly capitalized on this 
latter motivation by articulating a vision of community 
endeavor in their newspaper. Many residents felt that 
they were part of Kansas history as it was unfolding.

Forty miles away in McPherson County, the people 
of Lindsborg were busy thinking about Quivira and 
Coronado along rather different lines. Inspired by 
Udden, residents began to call the most prominent peak 
in the nearby Smoky Hill Buttes, on the southern edge of 
Saline County, “Coronado Heights.” Although no one has 
offered any evidence that the Europeans ever stood on the 
hill, the claim is not unreasonable. During their twenty-
five days in the area, the expeditionaries would have seen 
the buttes and surely found their views enticing. 

Nevertheless, the point for residents was not to verify 
but to “commemorate” the sixteenth-century European 
presence.28 Lindsborgians built a road to the top of the 
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Mention 1930s Kansas and most people will 
think of the Dust Bowl. Few will recall that 
it was, in many respects, the golden age of 
Quivira and Coronado remembrance. Don 

Coronado rode up and down the streets of Kansas towns 
in pageants large and small.32 As times grew harder, the 
conquistador mattered more. On November 5, 1932, the 
Republicans of Elkhart were casting Coronado in a pageant 
that would “depict the achievements of the Republican 
party in American history.” In a 1936 graduation address 
at Attica High School, Governor Alfred Landon told his 
audience to have courage and know that “human progress 
is largely a record of overcoming difficulties. The history 
of your own State is resplendent with that fact. Coronado 
came this way.”33 Moved by this sort of thinking, the 
Kansas Chamber of Commerce was already talking 
in 1934 about how to celebrate the cuarto-centennial. 
Waldo Wedel, the Newton native who would eventually 
produce the first truly authoritative archaeological 
accounts of Quivira, was digging at Udden’s old site with 
a Nebraska State Historical Society field party. At the end 
of the decade, Paul Lawrence, head of the state Driver’s 
License Bureau, was producing a series of films on “The 
Heritage of Kansas” that began atop Coronado Heights. 
In the midst of the Depression, Kansans seemed to have 
understood that they actually needed Coronado as a 
symbol of courage and perseverance.34

It is entirely fitting, then, that in 1936 Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) workers completed the state’s 
definitive monument to Coronado and Quivira: the 
castle-like rock shelter on top of Coronado Heights. 
John A. Holmberg, Lindsborg’s president of the Smoky 
Valley Historical Society, and Robert J. Laubengayer, 
publisher of the Salina Journal, collaborated to win official 

approval of the project. Laubengayer thought the project 
symbolized “cooperation” between communities. The 
Belleville Telescope declared: “Coronado Heights gives 
the spectator a feeling of loftiness,” while the WPA 
“ramparts give the heights the appearance of an armed 
citadel, grim and majestic.”35 In keeping with the spirit 
of McCarter’s novel, the Hutchinson News reported the 
project’s completion during the Christmas season. Before 
long, groups of Kansans were making Coronado Heights 
part of day trips that included other stops in Lyons and 
Lindsborg. They bought postcards and sent them to 
family and friends.36

The fact is, by the summer of 1937, many Kansans 
were more than ready to think about conquistadors and 
Indians. Seizing the moment, Paul Jones published a 
substantial revision of Quivira, now titled Coronado and 
Quivira. A glowing review in the Emporia Daily Gazette 
declared that Jones had “done an inestimable service to 
his state.” In addition to praising Jones’s scholarship, the 
reviewer acknowledged that “Kansas is pretty humdrum 
now.” Jones’s work of remembrance had spoken to a real 
lack: “we Kansans have no drama in our lives.” But Jones, 
the reviewer concluded, had reminded his readers of 
Kansas’s “greatest adventure” story and “the first Kansas 
hero tale.”37

Along the way, Jones described his own growing 
fascination with Indian artifacts. He told the story of the 
Coronado expedition, but focused—as no other historian 
had done—on the Quiviran experience, elaborating on 
“The Quiviran Menu” and “The Buffalo’s Importance,” 
as well as the kingdom’s “Commerce and Industry” and 
“Arrows, Bows, and Quivers.” He accurately rehearsed 
the Spaniards’ praise for the land, suggesting that they 
“issued the first prospectuses for the settlement of Kansas 
and sang the country’s praises as lustily as the present 
realtors of the Sunflower state.” This latter notion, that 
sixteenth-century Spaniards and Quivirans were in some 

32. See, for instance, “Wheat Festival Pageant Outlined,” Hutchinson 
News, July 31, 1930; “A Treaty Anniversary,” Emporia Gazette, October 5, 
1932; “To Make Kansas Pageant Annual Nickerson Affair,” Hutchinson 
News, February 5, 1934; “Find Historic Flag,” Emporia Gazette, May 25, 
1934; “Boys and Girls Dominate Show: 4-H Clubs Active at Dodge City 
Fair Today,” Hutchinson News, September 4, 1935; and “Cowboy Capitol 
of Southwest to Draw Crowds,” Hutchinson News-Herald, September 5, 
1937.

33. “Historical Pageant Will Tell of Republican Achievement,” 
Hutchinson News, November 5, 1931; and Alfred M. Landon, “Governor 
Landon’s Address to Youth of Kansas,” New York Times, May 19, 1936.

34. “Plan to Mark Historic Sites in Kansas,” Lawrence Daily Journal-
World, October 31, 1934; and “Historians Agree on Point of Entry for 
Coronado’s Expedition,” Lawrence Daily Journal-World, February 5, 
1940. The synergy of the decade is remarkable. At his dig Wedel met 
the Whiteford family, who would go on to collaborate with Wedel and 
discover the Indian burial site near Salina that became one of Kansas’s 
most popular tourist attractions. For the fascinating story of the 
Whitefords, see Donna C. Roper, “The Whiteford Family of Salina: Mid-
Twentieth Century Avocational Archeologists,” Kansas History: A Journal 
of the Central Plains 25 (Winter 2002–2003): 244–57.

35. “Many Interesting Historical Spots on US81 Across Kansas,” 
Bellville (Kans.) Telescope, August 27, 1936; Laudbengayer quoted in 
Davis, “National Register of Historic Places, Registration Form,” 8:13; 
and “Colorado [sic] Drive Open,” Hutchinson News, December 26, 1936.

36. The idea of Coronado Heights as a destination seems to have 
caught on quickly after the construction was completed. See, for 
example, “Business Women Take All-Day Trip,” Hutchinson News-
Herald, October 23, 1938; “Visual Education Extended To Rural School 
In 3-Day Trip,” Hutchinson News, March 17, 1939; “Observe Twenty-Fifth 
Wedding Anniversary,” Hutchinson News, April 29, 1940; “Luncheon 
And Shower For Sunday Bride-Elect,” Hutchinson News, July 16, 1940; 
“Three Chapters Picnic,” Hutchinson News, August 20, 1940; and Davis, 
“National Register of Historic Places Registration Form,” 8:14.

37. “Paul Jones’ Book,” Emporia Daily Gazette, August 21, 1937; and 
Paul A. Jones, Coronado and Quivira (Lyons, Kans.: Lyons Publishing 
Company, 1937).
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sense like twentieth-century Kansans, may be Jones’s 
most important insight into collective remembrance. He 
explained, 

It is interesting to note that styles, changing 
from generation to generation, seem to be 
leading us back to those affected by our 
remotest fellowmen. In Kansas today “young 
bucks” are oiling their hair; young squaws are 
wearing their locks bobbed; and the straight 
last shoe . . . has given way to the “swing” last, 
the natural, pigeontoed shape of the moccasin 
of the savage.

He went on to describe the Quivirans’ love of the Osage 
orange tree as a source of wood for bows, noting that 
Kansans still counted on the trees for hedgerows. 
He reported the Quivirans’ fascination with Spanish 
horseback riding: “The spectacle was to the Quivirans 

what a stunting aviation display is to us in this period.” 
Modern Kansans should remember Quivira and 
Coronado, he argued, because they anticipate us. It is a 
powerful point that was not lost on the Emporia Gazette’s 
reviewer, who concluded that the Coronado expedition 
“was the prologue to modernity which the high gods, for 
some weird, symbolic reason, staged on these fantastic 
plains.”38 Jones was probably pleased with this review, 
especially since the debut of his book had nearly been 
upstaged by a stone.

On July 11, 1937, the Kansas City Star reported that a 
stone had been discovered with the following inscription: 
“AGOSTO EL TRE – 1541 – TOMO – POR ESPAÑA – 
QUIVER – RANCISCO.” Was this, in fact, a marker left 
behind by Coronado and his expedition? The question was 
fascinating and newspapers across the country quickly 
picked up the story. But as John M. Peterson pointed out, 

38. “Paul Jones’ Book,” Emporia Daily Gazette, August 21, 1937.

As the 1930s came to a close, Kansans were looking ahead for better days even as they continued to gaze back toward 
Coronado and Quivira. Newspaperman William Allen White called for Kansas native John Steuart Curry to recast 
the state’s history in a series of murals for the capitol in Topeka. In Curry’s hands the expedition and the native people 
fade away. As this artist study demonstrates, in the mural Coronado, Padilla, and the conquistador’s horse dominate 
the scene (right) like characters from an old romance. 
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the rock was never as interesting as “the cast of characters 
involved in discovering and evaluating this artifact.”39 In 
fact, these “characters” constituted a growing network 
(what Jay Winter would call a “collective”) of influential 
Kansans who brought various combinations of passion 
and expertise to the subject over many decades. Paul 
Wellman, who would eventually write best-selling novels 
set in nineteenth-century Kansas, was assigned the story 
at the Star. Kirke Mechem, secretary of the Kansas State 
Historical Society, cast doubt on the validity of the stone 
in a letter to the Kansas City Times. Paul Jones, who would 
rather have been talking about his book, provided the 
conclusion that appeared in papers all over Kansas: 
“If it is a fake, it’s a half way good job.”40 Isely offered 
a skeptical evaluation that appeared in the Wichita 
Eagle. Waldo Wedel, who was “conducting a general 
archeological survey of northeastern Kansas” for the 
Smithsonian, dropped what he was doing and traveled to 
Kansas City with his colleague Loren Eiseley to study the 
stone. Wedel, Eiseley, Wellman, and others explored the 
site of the stone’s “discovery” near Oak Mills, Atchison 
County. Professional and amateur archaeologists from 
the state weighed in, and eventually all the commentators 
questioned the discovery given what was known about 
the expedition’s route, the linguistic particularities of the 
inscription, and the very idea that either Coronado or one 
of his men would take the time to carve such a stone.41 In 
hindsight, the verdict matters far less than the fact that a 
cadre of Coronado and Quivira experts was ready and 
eager to collaborate in 1937.

As the 1930s came to a close, Kansans were 
looking ahead for better days even as they 
continued to gaze back toward Coronado 
and Quivira. Pageants continued to delight, 

but quickly faded. Coronado had his “castle,” yet a 
keen desire for permanence remained in the air. A new 
collective materialized in newspapers across the state, led 
by Paul Jones, Jack Harris, and William Allen White, who 
called for John Steuart Curry to recast Kansas history 
in a series of murals for the capitol in Topeka. Curry 
undertook the project and went forward until he became 
so frustrated with the interference of his Kansan patrons 
that he walked away from the work in 1941. Some portions 
of the series remained unfinished, but Curry had already 

completed his iconographic image of sixteenth-century 
Kansas. In his hands the expedition and the native people 
fade away. Coronado, Padilla, and the conquistador’s 
horse dominate the scene like characters from an old 
romance—or a Hollywood movie.42 All the complexities 
of the sixteenth-century past have been distilled into the 
kind of fantastic heroes that Governor Landon could 
praise and the Emporia Gazette could celebrate. And, 
above all, in Curry’s work McCarter’s intimate scene of 
dreaming—the Kansas Statehouse—becomes a site of 
collective remembrance.43

Artists and architects can invent such sites; 
archaeologists, however, are bound by the past. In 1940 
a Smithsonian archaeological team led by Waldo Wedel 
arrived in Rice County. Horace Jones worked with Wedel 
to negotiate access to the Quiviran sites located on area 
farms.44 The Lyons News reported on the activities of the 
archaeologists so that residents could follow the story as 
it developed. By 1941 Wedel was ready to extend Udden’s 
work. The native son did not “boost” Kansas; rather, he 
recorded the evidence as he found it. In the pages of the 
Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, he described the 
arrangement of council circles and the contents of storage 
pits. And he concluded: “As I view the archeological 
evidence and its geographical setting the conviction 
is strong that the Quivira of the sixteenth- and early 
seventeenth-century Spanish documents and the central-
Kansas archeological sites were the habitat of one and the 
same people.” Although Wedel had practically confirmed 
Udden’s hypothesis, the conclusion came at a price. Most 
of the significant artifacts unearthed by the field party 
were taken back to Washington, D.C. 45

For New Mexico, Arizona, and Texas, 1940 marked 
the cuarto-centennial of Coronado expedition, but 
Kansans celebrated their own cuarto-centennial in 1941. 
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on display. J. Daniel Rogers, Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D.C., 
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The seemingly endless festivities had something to do 
with remembering and much to do with energizing and 
promoting Kansas communities.46 Audiences thrilled 
to performances of The Coronado Entrada, a massive 
pageant written by Thomas Stevens that had already 
been performed in other states celebrating the cuarto-
centennial. Local residents joined professional actors 
on a stage the size of a football field. And the pageant 
was only the beginning. On May 5, 1941, the Pratt Daily 
Tribune reported, “Some 2,000 citizens of Lyons and of 
Rice County own and are wearing Spanish-American 
garb. South and Central American nations have sent their 
flags which are being flown on the courthouse square in 
Lyons.” Events included an exhibition of Aztec dancing, 
a “Kansas Spanish beauty queen contest,” fiesta balls, 
“Dude Kimball, the Country Plumber,” a pet parade, 
and the burning of “Old Man Gloom.”47 Members of 

the Wichita tribe traveled to 
Wichita on a kind of pilgrimage 
in which they viewed the sites of 
their ancestors’ homes, received 
the keys to the city, stayed at 
the Coronado Hotel, and then 
proceeded on to Lyons where 
they constructed a grass lodge 
for display, just as tribal members 
had done for Wichita in 1927. In 
June, Sidney Franklin, the famous 
American bullfighter, came to 
Lyons to demonstrate his craft in a 
bloodless spectacle that reminded 
one reporter more of Hemingway 
than Coronado. On July 4 Lyons 
hosted a “field mass” in honor of 
Father Padilla.48

We may chuckle over the im-
age of two thousand Kansans in 
conquistador costumes or pet  
parades at “the Coronado show” 
and admit Kansans’ self-interested 
promotion. We may puzzle over 
the ideological implications of 
“hosting” descendants of the re- 

gion’s original settlers. But we should also recognize 
the way the cuarto-centennial built upon a distinctive 
tradition of remembrance. By 1941 Kansans expected 
to participate in recollection. Many wanted to dress up 
for the occasion. There were, of course, skeptics. Writing 
in the Kansas City Star, E. B. Garnett noted the $200,000 
price tag of the event and suggested that Coronado 
should have waited four centuries if we wanted to find 
gold in Kansas.49 But many more newspaper accounts 
of the events document Kansans’ sense of delight and 
ownership even as they referred to the knight in shining 
armor as “Old Corny.”50

Kansans celebrated the cuarto-centennial of Coronado’s expedition in 1941 with a seemingly endless 
parade of festivities. Audiences thrilled to performances of the massive pageant The Coronado 
Entrada, and local newspapers reported that thousands of “citizens of Lyons and of Rice County own 
and are wearing Spanish-American garb.” Such costumes were not limited to the cuarto-centennial 
celebrations, however, as this 1942 photo from the Lyons Fiesta shows. Many Kansans, it seems, 
continued to want to dress up to commemorate Coronado. 
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Collective remembrance 
could have taken many 
different paths after 1941. 
Lyons could have become 

“Little Spain.” Museum building 
could have blossomed. Coronado 
celebrations could have become 
annual summer events. Quivira 
and Coronado tourism could have 
become a central facet of the Kansas 
economy. Kansas Catholics could 
have developed an international 
pilgrimage site. Set alongside all 
these possibilities, the story of what 
did happen after 1941 reveals a 
great deal about the vicissitudes of 
collective remembrance. Pageants, 
almost always associated with 
centennial celebrations, occurred. 
The Knights of Columbus erected 
a memorial cross to Padilla in 
1950. Nearly twenty years passed 
before Rice County began to make 
steady progress toward moving 
its historical artifacts from the 
courthouse to a museum devoted 
to their preservation. Residents 
of Liberal, who had long valued their proximity to the 
Coronado expedition’s route, opened the Coronado 
Museum in the early 1960s. When the museum struggled 
to attract visitors, its founding curator, Fred W. Jaedicke, 
set fire to the building. When the exhibits were moved 
for safekeeping to a downtown building, Jaedicke set 
fire to that building too. The overwrought curator was 
arrested and eventually “committed to Larned State 
Hospital, where he died 3 months later.”51 The museum 
was restored, but it might have occurred to some Kansans 
that there was something fraught about efforts to nurture 
collective remembrance in the absence of the sorts of 
anniversary celebrations and stunning new finds that had 
kept interest alive.

Then, in 1981, Kansans discovered a home-grown 
serpent. Having participated in the Smithsonian’s 
excavations ten years earlier, University of Kansas- 
trained anthropologist R. Clark Mallam was back in the 
Lyons area visiting friends. Rice County resident Todd Le 
Clerc asked him to take a look at a kind of “trench” in his 

pasture. Mallam inspected the site and soon identified the 
features of a giant serpent with open jaws. He eventually 
spent a year studying the intaglio, which measures 160 
feet long and between 4 and 10 feet wide. His research 
suggested that the serpent was carved by prehistoric 
inhabitants of the area to mark a cosmologically oriented 
ceremonial center made sacred by the hydrological 
abundance of the headwaters region. It is unclear whether 
the sixteenth-century Spanish explorers ever saw the 
creature, but after Mallam’s rediscovery of the intaglio 
many Rice County residents did. Newspapers in Kansas 
and across the country picked up the story.52

On December 21, 1982, Mallam and thirty-five local 
residents went out to observe the sunrise from the 
perspective of the serpent, over the Quiviran council 
circles. The alignment was obvious. That night, residents 
returned to the site: “The intaglio was outlined with a 
string of high density Christmas tree lights connected to 
a power generator. To the north we made arrangements 
for the placement of pickup trucks on each of the 

52. R. Clark Mallam, Site of the Serpent: A Prehistoric Life Metaphor in 
South Central Kansas (Lyons, Kans.: Coronado Quivira Museum, n.d.), 
16–19.

51. “Statue dedication postponed,” Hutchinson News, July 2, 1976; and 
“Coronado Curator Arraigned on Arson,” Hutchinson News, November 
27, 1962.

In 1981 anthropologist R. Clark Mallam was in the Lyons area visiting friends when a local man 
asked him to take a look at a “trench” in his pasture. Mallam inspected the site and identified 
the features of a giant serpent with open jaws. He eventually spent a year studying the intaglio, 
pictured here, which measures 160 feet long and between 4 and 10 feet wide, and concluded that 
it was carved by prehistoric inhabitants of the area to mark a cosmologically oriented ceremonial 
center made sacred by the hydrological abundance of the headwaters region. Photograph courtesy 
of the Coronado Quivira Museum and Rice County Historical Society, Lyons, Kansas.
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council circles with their headlights, covered with red 
gel to enhance luminosity.” At sunset, the serpent was 
illuminated. One by one, the farmers turned on their 
pickup lights. Mallam described a “spectacular” effect 
as the illuminated council circles “fit directly within the 
open jaws” of the serpent. He concluded, “the ethereal 
glow from the intaglio, combined with the radiating 
council circle lights, manifested a kind of ritualistic 
order informing those present of another people’s vision, 
their world view.”53 In ways McCarter could never have 
imagined, Mallam had orchestrated a tiny theater of 
collective memory for the Christmas season.

Once again, discovery stirred up remembrance. 
Hutchinson Community College history professor 
Barbara Peirce began organizing popular academic 
excursions to the historic sites in Rice County. Mallam 

and Donald Blakeslee, professor of anthropology at 
Wichita State University, lectured.54 On a cold winter 
day in 1984, museum board members broke ground for 
a significant expansion of the rechristened Coronado 
Quivira Museum—using Quiviran tools from the 
museum’s collection. While such an activity would 
never be permitted today, it is worth noting for a 
number of reasons. The diggers’ delight is obvious 
in the small photograph that records the event. In a 
manner of speaking, they enact the continuities that Paul 
Jones described in Coronado and Quivira. A year later at 
the museum’s dedication ceremonies, generations of 
collective memory gathered as Rice County residents 
joined Wedel, Mallam, State Archaeologist Tom Witty, 

54. “HCC Group on ‘Quest for Quivira,’” Hutchinson News, April 17, 
1983; and “Field Trip Will Examine Quivira Indian History,” Hutchinson 
News, September 7, 1984.53. Ibid., 16.

On a winter day in 1984, museum board members broke ground for a significant expansion of the 
rechristened Coronado Quivira Museum—using Quiviran tools from the museum’s collection. While 
such an activity would never be permitted today, the digger’s delight is obvious in this photograph 
from the event. The same excitement was felt a year later, at the museum’s dedication ceremonies, 
when generations of collective memory gathered for what would be the last significant attempt to 
commemorate Quivira and Coronado in the twentieth century. Photograph courtesy of the Coronado 
Quivira Museum and Rice County Historical Society, Lyons, Kansas. 
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and former Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall. It 
would be the last significant attempt to commemorate 
Quivira and Coronado in the twentieth century.55

States,” as Jay Winter has noted, “do not remember; 
individuals do, in association with other people.”56 
In many ways, the story of Kansans remembering 
Quivira and Coronado in the twentieth century is 

really all about human habits of association. It is a history 
of passionate individuals committed to the search for a 
venerable past and to the belief that the search will be more 
fruitful and fulfilling in the company of fellow Kansans. 
This basic formula became obvious as the century drew 
to a close and the groups of Kansans who gathered to 
remember Quivira and Coronado grew smaller, more 
disparate. No grand anniversaries were celebrated. 

55. Two years later, the secretary would publish his own book on the 
Spanish explorer: Stewart L. Udall, To the Inland Empire: Coronado and 
Our Spanish Legacy (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1987).

56. Winter, Remembering War, 4.

57. Kansas Historical Society Public Archaeologist Virginia A. 
Wulfkuhle, personal communication with author, August 22, 2012. For 
more on the KATP, see “Kansas Archeology Training Program Field 
School Archive,” Kansas Historical Society, kshs.org/14626; Udden, An 
Old Indian Village, 8; and Lindsborg News-Record, June 11, 1992.

Historical pageantry had faded. No more serpents were 
found. Wedel retired but passed his research on to the 
Kansas Historical Society. Guided by state archaeologists, 
among others, amateurs worked beside professionals 
as part of the Kansas Archaeology Training Program, 
excavating Quiviran and related Great Bend Aspect sites 
in 1977, 1978, 1981, 1983, 1986, 1992, and 1993. By the end 
of 1993, volunteers had logged more than 26,000 hours 
at these sites. Udden’s vision had endured as Kansans 
worked “to study and to take care of the antiquities found 
in their own immediate vicinity.” Old customs were 
renewed. When the digging began during the summer 
of 1992, the Lindsborg News-Record invited residents to 
bring their artifacts to a “Collectors Night” and “share 
with others your finds.”57 For twentieth-century Kansans, 
collective memory was all about association. 


