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Confederate General Sterling Price (1809–1867) of Chariton County, Missouri.
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“W ilson’s Creek was the first great battle of the war west of the Mississippi, and Mine Creek the last,” concluded 
historian Albert Castel in his 1968 biography of Confederate General Sterling Price. “Between these events is the 
story of a lost cause. After Mine Creek came limbo.” With this fascinating conclusion in mind, it seemed wrong to 

allow the Kansas battle’s 150th anniversary year to pass without recognition. Thus, “Price’s Raid and the Battle of Mine Creek,” 
which was first published in the autumn 1964 issue of the Kansas Historical Quarterly to mark the centennial of that seminal 
event in Kansas Civil War history, is republished here in its entirety to commemorate the raid’s sesquicentennial. After fifty years 
Edgar Langsdorf’s fine study remains an important and interesting contribution to the history of the only Civil War battle between 
regular Union and Confederate troops fought on Kansas soil. It has been edited for style only, so that it might more closely reflect 
our twenty-first-century usage, and the editors have added a few clarifying comments and additional secondary source citations to 
the footnotes to reflect more recent additions to the scholarship. 

In the spring and summer of 1864, when the Civil War was entering its fourth year, the situation of the Union armies 
was grim. In the east, they had suffered terrible losses in the battles of the Wilderness (May 5 and 6), Spotsylvania 
(May 12), and Cold Harbor (June 3), while west of the Mississippi campaigns in Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas had 
ended disastrously, allowing the Southern forces to assume the offensive. Major General Sterling Price, who had been 
placed in command of the Confederate District of Arkansas in March, had been urging Major General Edmund Kirby 
Smith to authorize an all-out invasion of Missouri, and by June, when Union troops had been repulsed in the Red River 
campaign in Louisiana, Smith was ready to consider the idea favorably.

Price’s Raid and the Battle  
of Mine Creek

by Edgar Langsdorf 

Edgar Langsdorf was a native of Lawrence, Kansas, a veteran of the Second World War, and a longtime member of the Kansas Historical Society’s staff. He 
commenced his society work with the Historical Records Survey of Kansas, a Works Progress Administration program, and left as executive director emeritus in 
1977. Langsdorf contributed several articles to the Kansas Historical Quarterly and perhaps most significantly published “The First Hundred Years of the Kansas 
State Historical Society,” a comprehensive history of the society from its founding, as the autumn 1975 issue of the Quarterly.
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Three cavalry raids into Missouri had been made 
by the Confederates in 1863. In January Major 
General John S. Marmaduke led a partially suc-
cessful attack on Springfield and destroyed sev-

eral small forts in southwest Missouri. In April and May 
his raid into southeastern Missouri, intended to relieve 
Federal pressure against Vicksburg and Little Rock, was a 
failure. The third raid, in September–October, command-
ed by Colonel Joseph O. Shelby, was planned to obstruct 
or prevent Federal reinforcement of Major General Wil-
liam S. Rosecrans at Chattanooga, to recruit, and to keep 
the Confederacy alive in Missouri. It was well planned 
and effectively executed, resulting in the capture or de-
struction of large quantities of Federal military supplies, 
and it won Shelby a promotion to brigadier general.1

The fourth raid, led by Price, was authorized by Smith 
in an order dated August 4, 1864, at Shreveport, Louisi-
ana, the headquarters of the Confederate Trans-Missis-
sippi department. Instructing Price to make immediate 
arrangements for the invasion, the order included the fol-
lowing specific statements of purpose:

Rally the loyal men of Missouri, and remember 
that our great want is men. . . . Make St. Louis the 
objective point of your movement, which, if rapidly 
made, will put you in possession of that place, its 
supplies, and military stores, and which will do 
more toward rallying Missouri to your standard 
than the possession of any other point. Should you 
be compelled to withdraw from the State, make your 
retreat through Kansas and the Indian Territory, 
sweeping that country of its mules, horses, cattle, 
and military supplies of all kinds.

Price was directed to utilize the entire cavalry force of 
his district, to which were added the divisions of Major 
Generals James F. Fagan and Marmaduke and Shelby’s 
brigade. These were largely skeleton organizations which 
were to be filled out by the large number of expected 
Missouri recruits. Price was further ordered to “avoid all 
wanton acts of destruction and devastation, restrain your 

1. Stephen B. Oates, Confederate Cavalry West of the River (Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 1961), 114–40. See also Alvin M. Josephy, Jr., The 
Civil War in the American West (New York: Knopf, 1991). Langsdorf’s article 
was first published as “Price’s Raid and the Battle of Mine Creek,” Kansas 
Historical Quarterly 30 (Autumn 1964): 281–306, and can be accessed at 
http://www.kshs.org/p/kansas-historical-quarterly-autumn-1964/17466. The 
introductory quotation is in Albert Castel, General Sterling Price and the 
Civil War in the West (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1968), 
255. The editors' comments and new citations are in italics throughout.

General Sterling Price’s campaign map from 
the atlas accompanying the Official Reports.
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men, and impress upon them that their aim should be to 
secure success in a just and holy cause and not to gratify 
personal feeling and revenge.”2

Sterling Price was the ranking Missourian in the Con-
federate army, a former governor, member of Congress 
and officer in the Mexican War. He had had no experience 
with cavalry, although he was a veteran infantry com-
mander. However, his stature in civil as well as military 
life made him an obvious choice to lead this expedition, 
which had in addition to its military objectives the aim 
of overthrowing the loyal government of the state and 
the installation of a pro-Southern administration to be 
headed by Thomas C. Reynolds. Marmaduke and Shelby 
were also Missourians, as were many of the officers and 
men of the command. The state, although it had remained 
in the Union, numbered thousands of secessionist sym-
pathizers in its population who were active in stirring 
up disorder. These sympathizers were counted upon to 
assist in a Confederate occupation of the state by giving 
Price information as to the location and movements of 
Federal troops, pointing out property of Unionists which 
could be looted or destroyed, and in helping to line up 
recruits for his army. In addition, Price as a practical poli-
tician was undoubtedly hopeful that his occupation of the 
state would have a considerable effect on the forthcoming 
presidential election, in which the South ardently desired 
the defeat of Abraham Lincoln by George B. McClellan.3

Price did not leave Camden, in southern Arkansas, 
until August 28, because of a delay in receiving 
the necessary ordnance stores from Shreveport. 
Maramaduke’s and Fagan’s divisions were at 

Princeton when he arrived there on the twenty-ninth. On 
September 7 they forded the Arkansas River at Dardanelle 
and moved on northeast, reaching Pocahontas on 
September 14. Here they were joined by Shelby’s brigade 
and the expedition was organized into three divisions. 
From Pocahontas the march north was in three columns, 

Fagan’s division in the center, Marmaduke on the right, 
and Shelby on the left. As they entered Missouri on 
September 19, Price reported his strength at nearly 8,000 
armed and 4,000 unarmed men, and fourteen pieces of 
artillery. Fagan’s division, he said, was much the largest, 
with Marmaduke’s next, and Shelby’s consisting of only 
two brigades.4

2. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the 
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1893), 728, 729.

3. William Forse Scott, The Story of a Cavalry Regiment: The Career 
of the Fourth Iowa Veteran Volunteers; From Kansas to Georgia, 1861–1865 
(New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1893), 304–6; U.S. War Department, 
The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 (1893), 192, 318, 375; Oates, 
Confederate Cavalry, 142. See also Robert E. Shallope, Sterling Price: Portrait 
of a Southerner (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1971); Castel, 
General Sterling Price and the Civil War in the West; Christopher Phillips, 
Missouri’s Confederate: Claiborne Fox Jackson and the Creation of 
Southern Identity in the Border West (Columbia: University of Missouri 
Press, 2000).

Major General William S. Rosecrans (1819–1898), an 1842 graduate 
of West Point, commanded the Department of the Missouri with 
headquarters at St. Louis, during the late summer and fall of 1864. He 
first learned on September 3, 1864, that General Price planned to invade 
Missouri soon and wired Major General Henry W. Halleck, Lieutenant 
General U. S. Grant’s chief of staff, on September 6 requesting that 
Major General Andrew J. Smith and his infantry division, then 
passing Cairo, Illinois, on its way to reinforce General William T. 
Sherman, be halted near St. Louis to wait until Price’s intentions were 
clarified. Rosecrans’s departmental troops at this time did not exceed 
10,000 men, most of them scattered in small detachments over the 
state, while Price’s strength was estimated at about 15,000 to 20,000. 
Courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, 
Washington, D.C.

4. Wiley Britton, The Civil War on the Border, Volume II (New York: 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1899), 389, 390; U.S. War Department, The War of 
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Rumors had been circulating for months in Kansas and 
Missouri that Price was planning a large-scale invasion. 
Major General William S. Rosecrans, commanding 
the Department of the Missouri with headquarters at 
St. Louis, had been occupied most of the summer in 
uncovering a pro-Southern conspiracy instigated by an 
organization called the Order of American Knights. He 
had learned that Price counted on the cooperation of this 
group and other Southern sympathizers when he should 
enter the state. On September 3 Rosecrans received his 

first information of the beginning of the raid and on the 
sixth wired Major General Henry W. Halleck, Lieutenant 
General U. S. Grant’s chief of staff, requesting that Major 
General Andrew J. Smith and his infantry division, then 
passing Cairo on the way to reinforce General William 
T. Sherman, be halted near St. Louis to wait until Price’s 
intentions were clarified. Rosecrans’s departmental 
troops at this time did not exceed 10,000 men, most of 
them scattered in small detachments over the state, while 
Price’s strength was estimated at about 20,000. Smith 
received orders from Halleck on September 9 to operate 
against Price, and thereupon moved to a point near St. 
Louis from which he would be able to shift quickly by 
rail or river transportation. The leisurely pace of Price’s 
northward march, during which he traveled often in a 
carriage rather than in the saddle and made “eloquent 
speeches along the way,” allowed reports of his progress 
to filter up to Union headquarters.5

Major General Samuel R. Curtis, commanding the 
Department of Kansas, had spread his 4,000 man force 
over a vast area in an attempt to protect the frontier 
settlements and the Santa Fe and California Trails from 
Indian attacks. At the beginning of September Curtis 
himself was near Fort Kearny, Nebraska, with a force 
of volunteers and civilians, and Major General James 
G. Blunt, who had recently assumed command of the 
District of the Upper Arkansas, was in western Kansas. 
Curtis returned to his headquarters at Fort Leavenworth 
on September 17, leaving Blunt to continue the Indian 
campaign. On the same day he sent telegrams to Governor 
Thomas Carney of Kansas and to Generals Halleck and 
Rosecrans, informing them that Price had crossed the 
Arkansas River with 15,000 men. He also sent a message 
to Blunt ordering him to return to Council Grove with 
all possible speed.6 On September 20 Brigadier General 
Thomas Ewing, Jr., commanding the District of St. Louis, 
received reports that Price was at Pocahontas. However, 
the officer in charge of the patrol which obtained this 
information from a wounded Confederate soldier 
indicated that he had no confidence in its accuracy. Other 
reports were received, but it was not until September 23 
that Rosecrans was finally satisfied that Price had crossed 
the Arkansas River. Apparently he had not put much 

5. Richard J. Hinton, Rebel Invasion of Missouri and Kansas and the 
Campaign of the Army of the Border Against General Sterling Price (Chicago: 
Church & Goodman, 1865), 7, 8; U.S. War Department, The War of the 
Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 (1893), 307.

6. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 
(1893), 464, 465; Britton, The Civil War on the Border, 433.

An 1831 West Point graduate, Major General Samuel R. Curtis 
(1805–1866) eventually settled in Keokuk, Iowa, where he pursued 
careers in engineering, law, and politics. Curtis, a veteran of the 
Mexican War, won a seat in the U.S. Congress in 1856 and was 
reelected in 1858 and 1860. Soon after the outbreak of the Civil War, 
Congressman Curtis accepted appointment as colonel of the Second 
Regiment, Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and resigned his seat in Congress. 
Promoted to major general in the spring of 1862, Curtis commanded 
the Union army that defeated Price at Pea Ridge, Arkansas. When 
Price invaded Missouri in September 1864, Curtis was in command 
of the Department of Kansas, which included Kansas, Nebraska, 
Colorado, and the Indian Territory (now Oklahoma).

the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 (1893), 622, 623, 626, 627. For a recent in 
depth study of the early portion of Price’s campaign, see Mark A. Lause, Price’s 
Lost Campaign: The 1864 Invasion of Missouri (Columbia: University of 
Missouri Press, 2011).
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stock in the report sent in by Curtis a week earlier. Further 
word reached him that Shelby was south of Pilot Knob, 
Missouri, with 5,000 men, moving toward Farmington, 
but still he did not know the direction of Price’s main 
attack. As late as September 24 Rosecrans telegraphed 
Curtis that he placed no reliance in reports from Major 
General Frederick Steele that Price was at Pocahontas.7

As Rosecrans analyzed the situation, there were three 
possible invasion routes open to Price: into southeastern 
Missouri via Pocahontas, north toward Jefferson City 
by West Plains and Rolla, and north to the Missouri 
River either through Springfield and Sedalia or by way 
of the Kansas border. He believed Price’s main force 
would probably head north toward Jefferson City while 
secondary columns would move through southeastern 
Missouri, and he therefore alerted the militia garrisons 
in that part of the state and began concentrating regular 
units at St. Louis.8

Upon learning that Smith’s infantry was reinforcing 
Rosecrans at St. Louis, Price realized that he could not 
risk an attack there and so shifted his line of march 
toward Pilot Knob, eighty miles south of St. Louis. 
Reconnoitering parties sent out by General Ewing met 
his advance on September 26, and on the twenty-seventh 
the Battle of Pilot Knob took place. Ewing had barely 
1,000 men, but they held off Marmaduke’s and Fagan’s 
divisions through the entire day in a defense that has been 
described as “one of the most brilliant deeds of the war.”9 
Ewing’s losses were about 200 men killed, wounded, and 
missing, as compared to 1,500 Confederate casualties, and 
the punishment he inflicted on the Southern divisions 
was so severe, it is said, that they never entirely recovered 
their morale during the rest of the campaign.10

At this point Price decided to move against 
Jefferson City. Rosecrans had been concen-
trating troops at various locations in hopes 
of intercepting Price. When he learned that 

the invaders were definitely on the march toward the 
state capital he sent brigades under Brigadier Generals 
John McNeil and John B. Sanborn from Rolla, ordering  

them to parallel Price’s line of march and reinforce 
Brigadier General E. B. Brown, commander of the 
District of Central Missouri, whose headquarters were at 
Jefferson City. Rosecrans also sent 4,500 men of the Third 
Division, Sixteenth Corps, and about the same number 
of men of Brigadier General Edward C. Pike’s division 
of enrolled militia, all under General Smith, to follow 
Price. On October 7 Price reached Jefferson City, which 
by that time was defended by about 7,000 men. From 
reports reaching him he concluded that the defending 
forces numbered 12,000, and this overestimate, coupled 
with his knowledge that Smith was coming up, made him 

7. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 
(1893), 307; Hinton, Rebel Invasion, 15, 16; Britton, The Civil War on the 
Border, 392, 393.

8. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 
(1893), 307, 308; Scott, The Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 317.

9. Scott, The Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 315.
10. Britton, The Civil War on the Border, 412; U.S. War Department, The 

War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 (1893), 308, 445–52, 628–30.

James Fleming Fagan (1828–1893) of Arkansas was assigned his first 
military command during the Mexican War. When his state seceded 
from the Union in 1861, he enthusiastically supported the Confederacy 
and distinguished himself at Shiloh, Tennessee, in 1862. Thereafter, 
he served in the Trans-Mississippi Department. He commanded a 
division of Price’s Confederates during the 1864 raid. Like Price, Fagan 
was reluctant to abandon the cause. He did not finally surrender until 
June 1865, two months after Robert E. Lee surrendered at Appomattox 
Court House.
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decide not to risk a battle but instead to push on toward 
Kansas.11

On October 8, Major General Alfred Pleasonton arrived 
in Jefferson City with orders from Rosecrans to assume 
command of all Union forces there. Four thousand were 
cavalry, and these troops, augmented by Colonel Edward 
F. Winslow’s cavalry brigade of the Seventeenth Army 
Corps and eight pieces of artillery, he formed into the 
Provisional Cavalry division which he commanded in 
the subsequent pursuit of Price and the battles which 
followed along the Kansas-Missouri border. This division 
consisted of four brigades under Generals McNeil, 
Sanborn, and Brown, and Colonel Winslow.

On the same date Governor Carney issued a procla-
mation, requested by General Curtis, calling out the state 
militia for service along the border:

The State is in peril! Price and his rebel hosts 
threaten it with invasion. Kansas must be ready to 
hurl them back at any cost.

The necessity is urgent. . . .
Men of Kansas, rally! One blow, one earnest, 

united blow, will foil the invader and save you. Who 
will falter? Who is not ready to meet the peril? Who 
will not defend his home and the State?

To arms, then! To arms and the tented field, until 
the rebel foe shall be baffled and beaten back.

The proclamation was implemented by General Order 
No. 54, issued by Major General George W. Deitzler, the 
militia commander, on October 9, designating points of 
rendezvous at which the militia units were to assemble 
with supplies and equipment for thirty days service. 
Curtis on October 10 declared martial law throughout the 
state and called on all men between 18 and 60 to arm and 
attach themselves to some military organization.12

These men were without uniforms, and to provide 
some means of identification Curtis directed that they 
wear a piece of red material as a badge. Most of them 
accordingly sported a leaf from the ever-present sumach, 
turned scarlet at this season, and called themselves the 
“Sumach Millish” or the “Kansas Tads.”13 Few had any 

military training or experience and most were without 
arms. One later reminisced: “We were about as inefficient 
a force as could have been mobilized anywhere on 
earth to check the advance of a seasoned army. . . . What 
would have happened were we subjected to gunfire 
can better be imagined than described. Fortunately the 
Confederates were turned back before they reached us 
raw recruits. After a service of about twenty-one days we 
were permitted to return home, where we received our 
discharges.”14

In obedience to Deitzler’s call, 12,622 men assembled 
at Olathe, Atchison, Paola, Mound City, Fort Scott, and 
Wyandotte City. More than 10,000 of this number were 
concentrated south of the Kansas River. Units detailed for 
special duty at other points were not counted in these fig-
ures, and it was estimated that a total of more than 16,000 
Kansans were actually in the field.15

On October 10 Price moved into Boonville with 
Marmaduke’s and Fagan’s divisions. Shelby was already 
there. For two days Price remained in camp, resting, 
recruiting 1,200 to 1,500 new troops, receiving visits from 
such guerrilla leaders as William C. Quantrill and “Bloody 
Bill” Anderson, and distributing portions of the booty 
already acquired. Both Quantrill and Anderson were sent 
out by Price to destroy railroad lines, Anderson to tear 
up trackage of the North Missouri railroad and Quantrill 
to cut the Hannibal and St. Joe line. They effected some 
damage, according to Price, but none of any material 
advantage. Anderson is said to have admired and 
respected Price, and at Boonville presented him with a 
pair of silver-mounted pistols. When he was killed fifteen 
days later near Albany, Missouri, a letter was found on his 
body containing Price’s orders to him. There was no such 
kindly feeling between Price and Quantrill, and in fact 
Quantrill remained in Price’s service only a few days.16

During the night and early morning of October 
13 the Confederates resumed their march. 
Sanborn’s brigade, which had been harassing 
Price during the Boonville occupation, 

followed him and continued the hit and run tactics which 
were designed to prevent Confederate side excursions 

11. Samuel J. Crawford, Kansas in the Sixties (Chicago: A.C. McClurg 
& Co., 1911), 140, 141; Britton, The Civil War on the Border, 414, 415, 421, 
422; U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 
(1893), 308–11, 375, 376, 630, 631.

12. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 
1 (1893), 311, 340, 467–70; Hinton, Rebel Invasion, 30–33. Leavenworth 
(Kans.) Daily Conservative, October 15, 1864, was one of many Kansas 
newspapers which printed the full proclamation.

13. Hinton, Rebel Invasion, 60.

14. George A. Root, “Reminiscences of William Darnell,” Kansas 
Historical Collections, 1926–1928 17 (1928): 505.

15. Hinton, Rebel Invasion, 44–48.
16. Ralph R. Rea, Sterling Price, the Lee of the West (Little Rock, Ark.: 

Pioneer Press, 1959), 130, 131. Rea cites Lucy Simmons, “The Life of 
Sterling Price,” (master’s thesis, University of Chicago, 1921), 101. U.S. 
War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 (1893), 442, 
631, 632.
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and delay Price until Rosecrans and Smith, 
who were moving west by river transport, 
railroad and forced overland marches, 
could come up in his rear. Sanborn marched 
along roads behind and to the south of the 
invaders. Price, as he left Boonville, learned 
of a cache of several thousand small arms 
stored in the city hall of Glasgow, and at 
Arrow Rock he sent a force across the river 
to capture the garrison and seize these 
arms and other supplies. This delayed his 
progress and gave Rosecrans and Smith 
time to join Sanborn. As Price moved out of 
Marshall, Missouri, toward Lexington, he 
found himself pushed from behind by 8,000 
Federal troops while another 4,000 moved 
parallel to his course on his left flank.17 

General Curtis meantime was collecting 
his troops, those under General Deitzler 
assembling at and near Shawneetown, 
Kansas, and those under General Blunt 
at Hickman Mills, Missouri. These two 
divisions were designated by Curtis as the 
Army of the Border. Blunt, commanding 
the first division, organized his units into 
brigades, the first under Colonel Charles R. 
Jennison, the second under Colonel Thomas 
Moonlight, and the third under Colonel 
C. W. Blair. Militia units commanded by 
Brigadier General W. H. M. Fishback were 
directed to report to Colonel Blair. The militia 
units under Deitzler at Shawneetown were 
the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth, Twentieth, and Twenty-first 
regiments. Other militia regiments were 
added later.18 Curtis ordered Blunt’s first 
division to move toward Pleasant Hill 
and Warrensburg and Deitzler’s second 
division to move toward Independence and 
Lexington. Both were to send out cavalry to 
ascertain the line of Price’s approach and to 
harass his advance. Blunt reached Pleasant 
Hill shortly after midnight on October 17 with 
his First and Second brigades and at daylight 
moved on toward Warrensburg. Learning 
that General Sanborn and his cavalry were 

A physician who won recognition as Kansas’s first major general during the Civil War, 
James G. Blunt (1826–1881) was born in Trenton, Hancock County, Maine, on July 21, 
1826, and eventually received a degree from the Starling Medical College of Columbus, 
Ohio. He moved to Kansas Territory in 1856, settled first at Greeley, becoming deeply 
involved in free-state politics, and served as a delegate to the Wyandotte Constitutional 
Convention in July 1859. The general was actively engaged on the western frontier and 
the border throughout the Civil War, but his military career was marked by successes 
and failure, plaudits, and controversy.

17. Rea, Sterling Price, 131, 132; Britton, The Civil War on the Border, 431, 432; U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 (1893), 
311, 312, 632.

18. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 (1893), 473, 474, 572, 614, 615.
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The “silly rumors” to which Curtis referred had been 
a handicap to his military plans and operations since 
early in the month. Governor Carney believed it unlikely 
that Price would actually attempt an invasion of Kansas. 
He distrusted Curtis, whom he considered a supporter 
of his bitter political foe, James H. Lane, and in view of 
the approaching elections Carney believed that the whole 
idea of mobilizing the militia was nothing more than a 
scheme of the Lane camp to take the voters away from their 
homes, thereby making it impossible to hold an election 
at all or giving the Lane faction the advantage. Carney’s 
newspaper, the Leavenworth Times, clearly indicated this 
suspicion, and an anti-Lane editor, Sol Miller of the White 
Cloud Kansas Chief, on October 6, wrote:

People of Kansas, do you know that Gen. Curtis 
has entered into a conspiracy with Lane, to call out 
the entire Kansas Militia, to compel their absence 
at election time? It is the only hope Lane has of 
succeeding. They admit that danger is remote, 
but are determined to make Price’s movements a 
pretext for taking the voters away into Missouri, or 
from their homes. . . . We have our information from 
a trustworthy source.

Further, since Blunt himself was a bitter personal 
enemy of Carney and a “military and political 
henchman of Lane,” Carney was unlikely to put 
much faith in any information received from 

him either directly or indirectly. Not until it was known 
definitely that Price had left Jefferson City and begun 
moving west did Carney issue the proclamation calling 
out the militia. For about ten days thereafter the state was 
gripped by intense excitement. Charles Robinson, who 
had served as the first governor of Kansas, wrote to his 
wife from Lawrence on October 9: “The rebels are in Mo. 
in earnest & coming this way. The entire State Militia are 
called out & will be in the field in a few days. . . . We 
had an alarm last night. Several guns were fired east of 
the town & the guard alarmed the town. It proved to be 
nothing & we went to bed again.”21

By October 16 some 10,000 militia had taken stations 
along the border, almost all of them poorly armed and 
inadequately trained. Even at this time their patriotic en-
thusiasm had begun to wear thin. Since the issuance of 

near Dunksburg and that General Smith’s infantry and 
artillery were within supporting distance, Blunt sent a 
message to Sanborn suggesting a joint offensive. At the 
same time he requested Curtis to send forward Colonel 
Blair and the Third brigade, and the Sixteenth Kansas 
and Second Colorado Cavalry. That evening he began 
the march toward Lexington, where Colonel Moonlight 
arrived with the advance on the morning of October 18. 
Next morning Blunt sent out scouts who encountered 
Price’s army moving in three columns from Waverly to 
Lexington. Blunt reinforced his outposts and ordered 
that the enemy be resisted. Shelby, commanding the 
Confederate advance, pushed forward and after a 
sharp encounter drove Blunt’s troops past Lexington 
and on toward Independence. Blunt reported that the 
engagement and subsequent withdrawal, which began 
shortly before noon and continued until dark, inflicted 
severe punishment on the enemy but more importantly 
developed Price’s position, strength, and movements for 
the first time since he had crossed the Arkansas River. The 
rear guard in this action was the Eleventh Kansas Cavalry 
under Moonlight.19

Blunt withdrew to the crossing of the Little Blue River 
nine miles east of Independence, and finding there a strong 
natural defensive position went into camp in line of battle 
on the morning of October 20. However, in response to 
a request for reinforcements, he was ordered by General 
Curtis to leave an outpost at the Little Blue, under the 
command of Colonel Moonlight, and retire with the rest 
of his troops to Independence. Curtis’s message to Blunt 
read in part as follows:

Your troops must take position here [Independence] 
where dry corn and provisions are arranged. The 
militia will not go forward and the Big Blue must be 
our main line for battle. . . . Probably Moonlight had 
better be left in command of that point [Little Blue], 
not to fight a battle, but to delay the rebel approach, 
and fall back to our main force. I will now be able 
to bring forward to Kansas City a respectable force. 
We must pick our battle-ground where we can have 
united councils as well as a strong position. This we 
are securing at Big Blue and elsewhere. The blow 
you gave the enemy is doing good in the rear. It is 
crushing some of the silly rumors that had well-
nigh ruined any prospects of a successful defense.20

21. Charles Robinson to Sara T. D. Robinson, October 9, 1864, The 
Private Papers of Charles and Sara T. D. Robinson, 1834–1911, microfilm 
MS640, State Archives Division, Kansas Historical Society, Topeka; See 
also “Astounding,” White Cloud Kansas Chief, October 6, 1864.

19. Ibid., 312, 475, 573, 574, 632, 633, 657.
20. Ibid., 476, 574.
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Governor Carney’s proclamation on October 8 nothing 
had been heard of Price, and even Robinson, serving on 
General Deitzler’s staff, wrote:

It is beginning to be thought that our being called 
out is all a sham & trick of Lane & Curtiss [sic] to 
make political capital. We cannot hear anything of 
importance as to the movements of Price. We think 
that we are kept in ignorance of the true condition 
of affairs in order to keep the people out as long as 
possible. . . . I have no doubt Price has gone South 
& that there are only a few guerillas [sic] prowling 
about. Nobody thinks we shall have anything to do 
but go home in a few days & attend to our busi-
ness.22

On October 16 Lieutenant Colonel James D. Snoddy 
of Mound City, commanding the Sixth Regiment Kansas 
State Militia, had asked Blunt’s permission to take his 
regiment back to Linn County. Upon Blunt’s refusal 
Snoddy started home anyway, and Blunt had no recourse 
but to arrest both Snoddy and his immediate superior, 
Brigadier General William H. M. Fishback. This he did, in 
person, and the Sixth regiment chose James Montgomery 
to be its new commanding officer. In his report Blunt 
stated that no other officers or men of the Fifth, Sixth, and 
Tenth Militia regiments, all of which had been brigaded 
under the command of Colonel Blair, had refused to 
recognize his authority, nor

evinced any other disposition than to do their whole 
duty and move against the enemy in Missouri 
or elsewhere that he could be found. Nor could I 
attach so much criminality to the acts of Brigadier-
General Fishback and Colonel Snoddy, especially 
of the former, and inflict upon them the summary 
punishment prescribed by the rules of war, viz, 
death, as would have been the case had I not known 
that they were the instruments selected by the 
Executive of Kansas and others, their superiors in the 
militia organization, to carry out their mischievous 
and disgraceful designs.23

Pro-Carney, anti-Lane newspapers, among them 
the Leavenworth Daily Times, White Cloud Kansas Chief, 
Oskaloosa Independent, and Lawrence Journal, announced 
that Price had left Missouri and urged that the militiamen 
should be released from service. Many regiments 
refused to go any distance into Missouri and some said 
that they would not cross the state line at all. General 
Deitzler supported them, believing that Price was below 
the Arkansas River. The situation as affecting military 
discipline was so serious that Major H. H. Heath, provost-
marshal-general at Fort Leavenworth, sent the following 
message to General Curtis on October 20:

Leavenworth Times daily publishing demoralizing 
articles, tendency urging militia to return home and 
disband. It condemns and seriously and offensively 
criticises, generally and specially, your acts in 
keeping militia in arms and martial law in force. . . . 
Am of opinion that the paper should be temporarily 
suspended, and editors and writers arrested as 
enemies to the public and cause. Do not doubt that 
its incendiary articles are the cause mainly of the 
tendency to bad conduct of the militia. . . . Please 
instruct. Course of paper is highly treasonable at 
this time.24

At this juncture Curtis received a telegram from 
Rosecrans, dated October 18, reporting Price’s location at 
Waverly on the sixteenth, with Union forces beginning to 
move in earnest. Reporting the disposition of his units, 
Rosecrans concluded that, “combined with yours, it 
seems to me we can push the old fellow and make him 
lose his train. His horses’ feet must be in bad order for 
want of shoes.” Curtis thereupon arranged for newspaper 
publication of this intelligence in an attempt to convince 
the militia and state officials that the danger was real, and 
his effort was bolstered by the news of Blunt’s clash with 
Price at Lexington.25

On October 21 Price resumed his march to the Little 
Blue, Marmaduke’s division in advance. Moonlight and 
the rear guard were driven back across the stream and a 
hard-fought withdrawal, lasting nearly six hours, ended 
with the Union forces taking up prepared positions on 
the Big Blue and Price’s army entering Independence. For 

24. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 4 
(1893), 148; U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, 
pt. 1 (1893), 614, 615.

25. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 
1 (1893), 475.

22. Charles Robinson to Sara T. D. Robinson, October 16, 1864, 
Robinson Collection. See Albert Castel, “War and Politics: The Price 
Raid of 1864,” Kansas Historical Quarterly 24 (Summer 1958): 129–43, 
for a discussion of the political intrigues in Kansas as they affected the 
military situation at this time. See also “James Lane on Sterling Price’s 1864 
Raid,” in Pearl T. Ponce, ed., Kansas’s War: The Civil War in Documents 
(Athens: Ohio University Press, 2011), 139–42.

23. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 
(1893), 572, 573, 597, 619, 620.
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the defensive Battle of the Big Blue Curtis assigned Blunt 
to the command of the right wing and Deitzler to the 
left. His force totaled some 15,000 men, including militia, 
volunteers, artillery, and a number of colored troops 
under Captains Richard J. Hinton and James L. Rafety, 
to oppose an enemy estimated at this time to consist of 
nearly 30,000. Curtis telegraphed Rosecrans late in the 
afternoon of October 21 that he was confident of stopping 
Price and hoped the Missouri commander would come 
up on the Confederate rear and left. “If you can get that 

position we will bag Price, if I 
succeed, as I hope to do.”26

The Battle of the Big Blue 
began on the morning of 
October 22 with a skirmish on 
Deitzler’s wing. Curtis reported 
that Price found both this wing 
and the center too strong and 
avoided a full-scale attack. In 
fact, Price’s immediate concern 
seemed to be the safe passage 
of his train down the road to 
Little Santa Fe, about nine miles 
south of Independence. Shelby 
attacked Jennison at Byram’s 
Ford and forced a crossing, 
thus cutting off and capturing 
substantial numbers of militia 
under General M. S. Grant 
near Hickman Mills. Curtis 
threw in reinforcements to help 
Jennison, but by dark Price 
had penetrated and broken 
his right flank, taken Hickman 
Mills and all of the Blue south 
of Byram’s Ford. Blunt ordered 
Deitzler to withdraw his troops 
to Kansas City, and by nightfall 
all the Union forces except 
the regiments of Jennison, 
Moonlight, and Ford were 
positioned within the lines of 
fortifications which had been 
prepared.27

Early on the morning 
of October 23 the Battle of 
Westport began. Blunt’s First, 
Second, and Fourth brigades 
were deployed into line of battle 
on the south side of the timber 

along Brush Creek. Price’s army, with Shelby’s division 
in advance, began the attack and forced Blunt’s front 
line to fall back across the creek. With the arrival of the 
Sixth and Tenth regiments of militia under Colonel Blair, 
Blunt ordered a general advance which was successfully 
accomplished. At noon the center of the Confederate line 

General Samuel Curtis’s campaign map, Westport area, from the atlas that accompanied the Official 
Reports.

26. Ibid., 478, 479, 592, 593, 633, 634.
27. Ibid., 479–84, 575, 634, 635, 658. 
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was broken and the rebel retreat turned into a near rout 
with Blunt’s cavalry and artillery in rapid pursuit. When 
this had continued for two miles Blunt reported that he 
came up with Pleasonton’s forces, which were facing a 
portion of Price’s army. Blunt’s artillery threw a raking 
fire into Price’s flank just as the rebels were about to 
charge Pleasonton. This threw them into confusion and 
stampeded them with the main column of the retreating 
enemy. Blunt’s cavalry continued to press Price’s rear, 
Pleasonton’s cavalry following closely behind, and thus 
the pursuit continued until dark. Blunt’s Second brigade 
bivouacked that night at Aubrey and the remainder of his 
division at Little Santa Fe.28

The Battle of Westport, sometimes called the 
Gettysburg of the West, was by far the most successful 
Union operation of the campaign. However, Price’s main 
objective was to cover the southward movement of his 
enormous train as it withdrew along the road to Little 
Santa Fe, and this objective he was able to carry out. The 
Union forces were also successful in protecting Kansas 
City and preventing Price from crossing the state line into 
Kansas.

Ten miles south of Westport, at about 2:30 in the 
afternoon, Generals Curtis, Pleasonton, and Blunt met 
in a farmhouse and held a short conference. General 
Sanborn was also present, as were Governor Carney and 
General Deitzler of the Kansas Militia. It was agreed that 
Price must be pursued vigorously to prevent his taking 
any of the military posts along the state line between 
the Missouri and Arkansas Rivers, a distance of about 
300 miles. Pleasonton’s army, the 10,000 militia, and 
Curtis’s 4,000 regular volunteers were considered more 
than sufficient. Pleasonton wished to move his command 
toward Harrisonville, in Cass County, Missouri, and 
mentioned the long march of some of his cavalry, which 
had come up from Arkansas, as well as the importance 
of allowing his Missouri volunteers to be at home for the 
approaching election. However, Governor Carney and 
General Deitzler urged that the Kansas Militia be released 
first, since they had left their homes and served faithfully 
in spite of inadequate equipment and pay, if indeed they 
were to be paid at all. Curtis supported this argument, 
perhaps to clear himself of any possible charges of 
political shenanigans such as had been raised earlier, 
and Pleasonton agreed. Therefore Curtis immediately 
released all the Kansas Militia whose homes were north 
of the Kansas River, retaining in service only the Fifth, 

Sixth, and Tenth regiments which were from southern 
Kansas. He also revoked his Order No. 54, which had 
proclaimed martial law north of the Kansas River, adding: 
“The enemy are repelled and driven south. Our success is 
beyond all anticipation.”29

That night the forces of Curtis and Pleasonton 
also camped at Aubrey and Little Santa Fe, 
where they arrived at dusk. Early next morning, 
October 24, they resumed the pursuit. Blunt as 

commander of the Kansas forces was given the advance, 
with Pleasonton following. Blunt’s force was now 
designated the First division and Pleasonton’s, consisting 
of Missouri, Iowa, Indiana, and other units, was called the 
Second division. Moonlight’s Second brigade marched on 
the Kansas side of the line, on Price’s right flank, in order 
to protect the state against marauding detachments.  
At noon Curtis telegraphed General Halleck that he was 
on the State Line road opposite Paola. Price, he said, 
“makes rapid progress, but dead horses and debris show 
his demoralized and destitute condition and my probable 
success in overhauling him.” He also sent a message 
to Colonel Samuel A. Drake, commander at Paola, to 
inform him that the pursuit had passed far enough 
south to guarantee the safety of the town and that it was 
continuing rapidly. “I hope fresh mounted troops will 
press down on Price’s flank by the Fort Scott road,” he 
added, “and by travelling night and day strike his train. 
He is scattering his heavy baggage along the road, but 
making rapid progress due south. I have fears he may 
move against Fort Scott, but shall press him so hard to-
night he will not dare to make the divergence.”30

At dark the pursuit halted for two hours near West 
Point, Missouri. Price’s army was then camped in the 
vicinity of Trading Post, in Linn County, Kansas, about 
twenty-five miles north of Fort Scott. When the march 
was resumed by the Federal forces about eight o’clock 
Pleasonton’s division took the advance, a change for 
which Curtis was criticized because it wasted time. 
Pleasonton placed Sanborn’s brigade in the lead with 
orders to push forward until the Confederate pickets were 
met and driven in. The night was extremely dark and 
rainy, and the forward regiments, the Sixth and Eighth 
Missouri State Militia under Colonel Joseph J. Gravely, 
moved forward cautiously until they encountered Price’s 

29. Ibid., 491, 492, 616, 617.
30. Ibid., 492, 493, 576. Price was indeed planning to attack Fort Scott. 

See ibid., 636, 637.28. Ibid., 485–91, 575, 576.
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artillery during the rest of the night, but bad weather and 
washed-out roads made this impossible.31

Shortly after four o’clock in the morning a general 
advance was ordered. In accordance with instructions 
from General Pleasonton, Sanborn pushed his line 
through the timber to the Marais des Cygnes River. 
Curtis reported that the enemy deserted his camp in great 
confusion, attempted to make a stand at the river crossing, 
but was forced to retreat in disorder, leaving his guns 
behind, because the advance led by the Second Arkansas 
Cavalry was so close upon him that he had no time to 
organize. “Cattle, camp equipment, negroes, provisions 
partly cooked, and stolen goods were scattered over 
miles of the forest camp, and along the lines of the retreat.  
Few were killed on either side as the night and early morn 
attack created a general fright in the rebel lines and only 
random shots on either side.” Sanborn pursued for about 
a mile and then halted his brigade to allow the men to 
eat breakfast while Pleasonton continued to move ahead 
with the remainder of his division. This was the battle of 
the Marais des Cygnes, which ended shortly after dawn, 
October 25.32

Pleasonton’s leading units now consisted of the 
two brigades commanded by Colonel John F. 
Phillips and Lieutenant Colonel Frederick W. 
Benteen. Phillips, who was commander of the 

Seventh Missouri State Militia, had replaced Brigadier 
General E. B. Brown as commander of the First Brigade 
on October 23. Benteen, commanding officer of the Tenth 
Missouri Cavalry, had assumed command of the Fourth 
Brigade on the same date, when Colonel Edward F. 
Winslow was wounded and forced to retire.33 Phillips’s 
brigade, totaling some 1,500 men, was composed of the 
First, Fourth, and Seventh Cavalry, Missouri State Militia. 
Benteen’s included the Tenth Missouri, Third, and Fourth 
Iowa, and contingents of the Fourth Missouri and Seventh 
Indiana regiments, about 1,100 men in all. Against these 
two brigades were aligned the divisions of Marmaduke 
and Fagan, estimated to number 7,000 to 8,000 men.

Crossing into Kansas in Linn County on October 24, General Sterling 
Price’s army camped near Trading Post where, before dawn on October 
25, it was overtaken by the pursing Federal force. A running battle 
commenced, lasting the entire day, but the decisive engagement came 
late in the morning as the Confederate divisions struggled to cross the 
steep, muddy banks of Mine Creek. The day’s troop movements are 
depicted on this campaign map of the area that accompanied Major 
General Samuel R. Curtis’s official report. 

31. Ibid., 390, 413, 493, 494, 576.
32. Ibid., 390, 391, 493, 494.
33. Benteen is best known today as a member of the U.S. Seventh 

cavalry who was with Custer at the time of the battle of the Little Big 
Horn in 1876, though he did not participate in that battle. After his Civil 
War service he entered the regular army as a captain in the Seventh 
cavalry, July 28, 1866. Most of his service until his retirement July 7, 1888, 
was connected with the Indian campaigns. Thomas H. S. Hamersly, 
Complete Army and Navy Register of the United States of America, From 1776 
to 1887 (New York: T. H. S. Hamersly, 1888), 296.

units near Trading Post. Curtis, when he was informed 
of the contact, ordered Sanborn to harass the enemy with 
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341, 851, 352, 495, 637. The Battle of Mine Creek has continued to capture the 
interest of local and regional scholars and buffs, and a number of important 
recent studies have resulted; see, for example, Lumir F. Buresh, October 25th 
and the Battle of Mine Creek (Kansas City, Mo.: Lowell Press, 1977); Kip 
Lindberg, “Chaos Itself: The Battle of Mine Creek,” North & South 1 (no. 
6, 1998): 74–85; in addition, the Mine Creek Battlefield State Historic Site 
has been the focus of much state level research and considerable resources for 
development, http://www.kshs.org/mine_creek.

About three miles from the crossing of 
the Marais des Cygnes Phillips came upon 
the enemy, drawn up in line of battle on the 
open prairie with Mine Creek, a tributary of 
the Marais des Cygnes, immediately behind 
him. Price’s train, passing slowly across the 
stream, had blocked the passage of the troops 
in the rear. Marmaduke and Fagan, defending 
the withdrawal, had no choice but to stop and 
fight, for the advance regiment of Phillips’s 
brigade, the First Missouri Militia under 
Lieutenant Colonel Bazel F. Lazear, was only 
500 or 600 yards behind them. The Confederate 
commanders decided that they would not have 
time to dismount their troops, send horses 
to the rear, and fight on foot, as would have 
been the normal procedure in such a situation. 
Instead, their troops were thrown into line for 
immediate defensive action, Fagan’s division 
on the right, Marmaduke’s on the left. Shelby 
and his division had gone ahead in charge of 
the train, with an additional directive from 
Price to attack and capture Fort Scott, where 
Price had been told there were 1,000 Negroes 
under arms. The defense was formed in two 
ranks with a projecting angle in the middle 
and a battery of artillery at the apex of the 
angle and on each wing. In his report Colonel 
Phillips gave this description:

The enemy was formed at 600 
yards distance in treble lines and in 
overwhelming force. My ground was 
high and commanding. Here the whole 
rebel army and train were in full view. 
General Price on his famed white horse 
was plainly visible directing and urging 
the rapid flight of his train. The scene 
was grand; the work before us of fearful 
import. . . . The enemy’s vastly superior 
numbers enabled him to outflank me, 
which he evidently intended to do, by his 
movements.

Another writer who was on the scene commented: “In 
view of the numbers engaged the spectacle is probably 
without a parallel in the war.”34

34. Scott, The Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 332, 333; U.S. War 
Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 (1893), 330, 332, 

Although technically only a Confederate rear guard action, the engagement on the 
north bank of Mine Creek was the decisive battle of the latter part of Price’s Raid. 
The map above of the Mine Creek vicinity, which was published in William F. Scott’s 
The Story of a Cavalry Regiment (1893), shows the location of both Union and 
Confederate troops at midmorning on October 25, 1864, as General Curtis’s command 
approached from the north (bottom of map). 



Phillips had no reserve force, and the Union artillery, 
delayed by obstructions placed by the enemy at the 
Marais des Cygnes crossing, had not yet come up. The 
Confederate batteries began to fire on him and the rebels 
appeared ready to move forward to the attack. At this 
moment Benteen’s brigade came up on Phillips’s left 
and two pieces of artillery got into position. The order 
to charge was given, Benteen against Price’s right and 
Phillips against his center and left. The Tenth Missouri 
started forward, bugles sounding, but they hesitated 
and came to a stop half way down the slope when the 
enemy showed no sign of breaking. In spite of repeated 
commands from Benteen and other officers they did not 
resume the charge, apparently brought up short by some 
strange psychological block. There was danger that the 
regiments following them would be thrown into confusion. 
Just behind was the Fourth Iowa, stretched out in a line 
which extended the length of two companies beyond 
the Missourians. Major Abial R. Pierce, commanding the 
Iowa regiment, galloped to the left of his line and gave 
the order to charge. The two companies on the left, A and 
K, responded and were followed by the others as quickly 
as they could force their way through the confused lines 
of the Tenth Missouri. This movement seemed to break 
the spell and the Tenth regained its poise and followed. 
They struck the enemy line from left to right, broke it, and 
“it all fell away like a row of bricks.”35 The Third Iowa 
followed the Fourth into the melee, and Phillips’s brigade 
quickly joined also. Phillips in his report wrote:

The impetuosity of the onset surprised and 
confounded the enemy. He trembled and wavered 
and the wild shouts of our soldiers rising above the 
din of battle told that he gave way. With pistol we 
dashed into his disorganized ranks and the scene of 
death was as terrible as the victory was speedy and 
glorious. 

This fighting at close quarters was described by Ben-
teen as surpassing anything “for the time it lasted [that] I 
have ever witnessed.” The rebel line was routed along its 
whole length within a few minutes for the long infantry 
rifles with which many of the troops were armed were 
difficult to reload on horseback and therefore were almost 
useless in a cavalry fight. As the Union regiments charged, 
the Confederates fired and then turned their horses and 
fled. This, of course, resulted in breaking the defensive 

lines formed in their own rear and the whole force was 
almost immediately demoralized and panic-stricken. 
Benteen reported that the “enemy was completely routed 
and driven in the wildest confusion from the field; several 
of his wagons were abandoned in the narrow road that 
crosses the creek just in the rear of his position. Many of 
his force were left dead and wounded upon the field and 
in our hands.”36

92 Kansas History

35. Scott, The Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 335.

Colonel Samuel J. Crawford (1835–1913), Second Kansas Colored 
Infantry, served as an aide to General Curtis during the campaign 
against Price, and on October 25, Crawford was acting as a scout 
with Pleasonton's advance units. At that time he was also a candidate 
for Kansas governor, and two weeks after the Battle of Mine Creek, 
Crawford won the election. In January 1865, at the age of twenty-
nine, he took office as the state's third governor. Reelected in 1866, 
Crawford resigned his office on November 4, 1868, to again don a 
military uniform to take command of the Nineteenth Kansas Volunteer 
Cavalry, which had been organized to help subdue hostile Indians 
threatening white settlers on the state's western frontier.

36. Ibid., 333–35; Britton, The Civil War on the Border, 493–96; U.S. 
War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 (1893), 
332, 335–38, 352, 361, 495, 496, 637. William A. Mitchell, Linn County, 
Kansas, A History (La Cygne, Kans., 1928) reports on pages 238–40 the 
recollections of Henry Trinkle. Many Confederates were “forced over 
the bluff and crushed. . . . The scene after the battle was terrifying. Fully 



In the bend of the creek, only a few acres in extent, 
300 Confederates were killed or wounded and 
about 900 were captured. Among the prisoners 
were Generals Marmaduke and Cabell, the latter a 

brigade commander in Fagan’s division, and a number of 
field and company grade officers. Marmaduke’s capture 
was credited to Private James Dunlavy of Company D, 
and Cabell’s to Sergeant Calvary M. Young of Company 
L, both of the Third Iowa Cavalry. Dunlavy was later 
awarded a Medal of Honor. Eight artillery pieces and 
two stands of colors were also taken, besides numerous 
wagons, small arms, and other equipment and supplies.37

Marmaduke, when he saw that he would be forced to 
fight at Mine Creek, had at once sent a note to General 
Price telling him of the situation. Price had been ill and 
at this time was riding in a carriage with his train, which 
was escorted by Shelby’s division. Apparently he was 
not, in spite of Colonel Phillips’s belief, astride his famous 
white horse until he received Marmaduke’s call for help. 
Then he mounted and rode back, first ordering Shelby to 
take command of his old brigade and do what he could to 
assist Marmaduke and Fagan. Price said that he met the 
troops of the two divisions “retreating in utter and inde-
scribable confusion, many of them having thrown away 
their arms. They were deaf to all entreaties or commands, 
and in vain were all efforts to rally them.” Shelby himself 
said that as he returned he met “the advancing Federals, 
flushed with success and clamorous for more victims. I 
knew from the beginning that I could do nothing but re-
sist their advance, delay them as much as possible, and 
depend on energy and night for the rest.”38

So the Battle of Mine Creek came to an end.39 In time 
elapsed it had been scarcely half an hour from Benteen’s 

three hundred horses horribly mangled were running and snorting and 
trampling the dead and wounded. Their blood had drenched them and 
added to the ghastliness of it all. One hundred and fifty Union dead 
were taken to Mound City for burial, and the rebels buried on the 
battlefield. A lady living there at the time says that three hundred were 
buried in one grave, while at numerous other places groups of rebel 
dead were interred.” This account appeared originally in the La Cygne 
(Kans.) Weekly Journal, June 21, 1895, and was reprinted in the Kansas 
Historical Collections, 1923–1925 16 (1925): 654, 655. 

37. Thomas Julian Bryant, “The Capture of General Marmaduke by 
James Dunlavy an Iowa Private Cavalryman,” Iowa Journal of History and 
Politics 11 (April 1913): 248–57.

38. Scott, The Story of a Cavalry Regiment, 338, 339; Rea, Sterling Price, 
148, 149; U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, 
pt. 1 (1893), 637, 659, 660. According to Lindberg, Sergeant Young was also 
awarded the Medal of Honor for this action, “Chaos Itself: The Battle of Mine 
Creek,” 84.

39. A description of the events of October 24 and 25, from the 
view of a man in the ranks, is found in the diary of Fletcher Pomeroy, 
quartermaster sergeant of the Seventh Kansas cavalry and a member of 
Company D: “Our march was on the state line road. The country was 

A native of Arrow Rock, Missouri, John Sappington Marmaduke 
(1833–1887) was an 1857 graduate of West Point. In 1861 he resigned 
his U.S. commission to join the Confederate army and was promoted to 
brigadier-general following the Battle of Shiloh. General Marmaduke, 
who directed the rear guard action at Mine Creek, was captured during 
the battle and spent the remainder of the war as a Union prisoner. 
Subsequently, Marmaduke returned to Missouri, where in the 1880s 
he served the people of his state as governor. 

entirely devastated. For thirty miles lone chimneys and piles of brick 
and stone marked the site of once happy homes, now desolated by the 
hand of war that for nearly four years has afflicted this border. About 
4.00 P. M. we passed Price’s last nights camp. We reached West Point 
about ten P. M. Monday, where we passed Gen Blunt’s command and 
continued our march nine miles when we struck the rebel pickets within 
a mile of the Maridezene River at three A. M. Tuesday morning. Gen. 
Curtis’s and Blunt’s forces came up at daylight and our whole army 
moved forward. The enemy’s pickets were driven and his whole army 
was pressed back across the river at Choteau trading post, and about 
two hundred head of cattle captured from him. Our forces crossed and 
moved upon the enemy who were in position on Flint [Mine] Creek. 
After some skirmishing a cavalry charge was made by the 10th Mo. 
Cavalry under Maj. Benton [Benteen] which resulted in the capture of 
the rebel Major Gen. Marmaduke, Brig. Gen. Cabal [Cabell] and four 
colonels and nearly four hundred soldiers and seven pieces of artillary 
[sic]. Many rebel dead and wounded were left on the field. Not a man 
was killed on our side, though several were wounded. After this the 
enemy made several stands as we pursued him, but was easily driven. 
The whole action of the day has been a succession of charges during 
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charge to the panicky flight of the rebel divisions. 
According to Samuel J. Crawford, an aide on General 
Curtis's staff, after the two forces closed in battle a life 
and death struggle continued for about twenty minutes. 
Within thirty minutes Marmaduke and other officers were 
prisoners and the rest of the Confederate troops were 
fleeing as though they felt the devil prodding them. The 
best efforts of Fagan and Shelby were unable to stem the 
rout, which continued across the prairie to the crossing 
of the Little Osage River near Fort Lincoln, twelve miles 
northwest of Fort Scott. There Shelby posted a brigade, or 
part of a brigade, to cover the further retreat of the train 
and the rest of Price’s army. Sanborn’s brigade was now 
the advance of the Union forces, and as he approached 
Shelby withdrew to the timber along the river. From here 
he was pushed south another five miles. Sanborn stopped 
to rest his horses and men and McNeil took over the 
pursuit with the Second Brigade. Benteen and the Fourth 
Brigade soon joined him, and about six miles northeast of 
Fort Scott they came upon Price’s whole army drawn up 
for battle on Shiloh Creek. Artillery fire eventually broke 
the Confederate lines and near sundown Price again 
began a rapid retreat.40

It was at this time that one of the several inexplicable 
incidents connected with the Price raid occurred. Gen-
eral Curtis in his official report wrote that as twilight 
approached and the enemy lines were slowly retiring, he 
saw a large portion of his own forces moving to the right as 
if to turn the enemy’s left flank. However, as they contin-
ued well beyond the flank he rode to the head of the 
column to determine what was happening, and was told 
by General Pleasonton that his troops were exhausted and 
they were going to Fort Scott to rest and obtain supplies. 

Pleasonton was informed, as Curtis listened, that it was 
only two or two and a half miles to the fort, though Curtis 
protested that it was at least six miles. He urged Pleasonton 
not to abandon McNeil’s brigade and suggested that the 
troops be allowed to rest in the field while supplies were 
sent out from the fort. However, Pleasonton did not concur 
and General Sanborn continued to lead the march toward 
Fort Scott. Curtis then sent word back to Blunt to hurry 
forward to support McNeil. Going into Fort Scott himself 
after dark, Curtis had a further talk with Pleasonton, who 
said that he would have to withdraw personally from the 
campaign for reasons of health although his troops might 
continue. Blunt also came into Fort Scott, either through 
misunderstanding or failure to receive Curtis’s orders to 
reinforce McNeil, who, with Benteen’s brigade, was still 
on the field. Curtis then ordered rations sent out to the 
men of McNeil’s and Blunt’s commands, but the supply 
train met Blunt’s men coming in to Fort Scott and so 
turned around and came back. McNeil’s troops were thus 
left to spend a miserable night without food.41

By this time Price’s remaining troops had reached the 
limit of their endurance. On the night of October 25, at the 
Marmaton River, Colonel Sidney D. Jackman, one of Shel-
by’s brigade commanders, was given orders to burn most 
of the remaining wagons and to blow up the surplus am-
munition. Then the retreat continued. In two days Price 
put forty miles between himself and the Union army, 
camping on October 28 just south of Newtonia, Missouri. 
In this area crops had been good, and Price lost no time 
in sending out foraging parties to get food for men and 
horses.42

On the night that Price’s train was being 
destroyed General Curtis, at Fort Scott, 
issued an order rescinding martial law in the 
southern part of Kansas. Next morning he sent 

a telegram to General Halleck in Washington announcing 
that he had saved Fort Scott from attack by his constant 
pressure against Price and that he intended to continue 
the pursuit with all the troops at his command. Meantime 
Pleasonton had reported to his superior, General 
Rosecrans, that the enemy was beating a rapid retreat 
and that his own men and horses were exhausted from 
almost six days and nights of action. He said he would 
be unable to do anything more until he could obtain fresh 

41. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 
(1893), 502, 503, 576, 577.

42. Ibid., 637, 861; Rea, Sterling Price, 149.
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which we drove the enemy forty-five miles. We are halted to-night in 
line of battle on the open prairie with nothing to burn, and nothing to 
hitch our horses to. I tied my horse to my saddle and used my saddle for 
my pillow. Some others ran their sabers into the ground and tied them to 
the hilts. We get corn for our horses from a field half a mile distant which 
is the first they have had to eat in thirty-two hours, during which time 
we have marched one hundred twelve miles.” Fletcher Pomeroy, Civil 
War Diary: 1861–1865, Collection 475, State Archives Division, Kansas 
Historical Society.

40. Crawford, Kansas in the Sixties, 181; Scott, The Story of a Cavalry 
Regiment, 838; U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, 
pt. 1 (1893), 391, 392, 502, 660. The twenty-nine-year-old Colonel Crawford, 
who had left his own command with the Second Kansas Colored Infantry 
after accepting the Lane faction’s Republican Party nomination for governor 
of Kansas at the end of September, defeated the Republican-Union candidate 
in November and became the state’s third governor in January 1865. Homer 
E. Socolofsky, Kansas Governors (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 
1990), 90; Albert Castel, Civil War Kansas: Reaping the Whirlwind. The 
Authorized Edition with a New Preface (Lawrence: University Press of 
Kansas, 1997), 177–83.



horses, and recommended that Sanborn’s and McNeil’s 
brigades follow in support of Curtis as long as there was 
any prospect of damaging the enemy and then return to 
their own districts. Rosecrans accepted this suggestion, 
and accordingly Pleasonton, with Phillips’s brigade, 
withdrew from the pursuit and returned to Warrensburg, 
Missouri. Blunt, following orders from Curtis, moved out 
in pursuit next morning, October 26, with the brigades 

of Sanborn and McNeil following. Benteen’s brigade 
remained under Curtis’s command but took no part in 
the remainder of the campaign. That night Curtis’s force 
camped near Shanghai, Missouri, where they struck 
Price’s trail, and on October 27 continued on his trace all 
day and most of the night.43

Blunt, in the advance, about one o’clock in the 
afternoon of October 28 allowed Colonel Moonlight 
to halt his brigade to feed his horses. McNeil came up 
behind Moonlight and also halted, and Curtis, assuming 
that Blunt had stopped his entire division to rest and feed, 
allowed the other troops to do the same. However, Blunt 
had gone on with Jennison’s and Ford’s brigades, and 
when Curtis learned this he ordered Sanborn to move on 
as quickly as possible, fearing that Blunt might overtake 
the enemy with insufficient force at his disposal. McNeil 
was also directed to follow as soon as he was able. As 
Blunt approached Newtonia he found Price encamped in 
the timber south of the town. The rebels, when they saw 
Blunt coming up, hastily broke camp and began to move 
out, deploying Shelby’s and part of Fagan’s divisions 
to cover their withdrawal. Blunt’s attack against this 
superior force nearly ended in disaster, but near sundown, 
after the fight had been underway for almost two hours, 
he was reinforced by Sanborn’s brigade. This turned the 
tide and the enemy retreated.

By midafternoon, October 29, Blunt was ready to 
resume the pursuit, but that morning Curtis received a 
message from Pleasonton that he had been instructed 
by Rosecrans to send Generals Sanborn and McNeil to 
their home districts and to lead the other brigades of 
his command to Warrensburg. This left Curtis with only 
the troops of Blunt’s division, less than 1,000 men, and 
he therefore instructed Blunt to abandon the pursuit. 
Curtis was greatly disappointed at this inconclusive end 
to the campaign, and was therefore pleased to receive a 
message from Halleck stating that General Grant desired 
the pursuit of Price to continue to the Arkansas River. 
Since this instruction overruled Rosecrans’s earlier order, 
Curtis at once sent messengers to each of the retiring 
brigades to recall them. On October 31 he moved toward 
Cassville and next day he was joined by Benteen and 
his brigade. With this force he continued to the vicinity 
of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, and then south to Fayetteville, 
arriving there November 4. Thereafter he marched south 
to the Arkansas River, only to find that Price had already 

43. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 
(1893), 314, 338, 342, 504–7, 577.

Born and educated in Washington, D. C., Alfred Pleasonton (1824–
1897) graduated from West Point in 1844, served with distinction 
throughout the Mexican War, and saw duty on the Indian frontier 
of the 1850s. During the early years of the Civil War, Pleasonton 
won promotions and praise as a cavalry officer in the Army of the 
Potomac. At Chancellorsville, he engineered a successful stand against 
Confederate General Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson and was promoted 
to major general of volunteers in June of 1863. A subsequent setback in 
Pleasonton’s military career led to a transfer to the Western Theater, 
and during the campaign against Price, Pleasonton commanded troops 
defending Jefferson City, Missouri, and troops under his command 
played a major role in the victories at Westport and Mine Creek.
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crossed. On November 8 he issued the final order of the 
campaign, dismissing the troops who still remained with 
him and thanking them for their loyal and successful 
service.44

Conflicting statements and over-enthusiastic reports 
of commanding officers make it difficult to evaluate sat-
isfactorily the results of the Price raid. Obviously Price 
did not succeed in accomplishing the military objectives 
set forth in Kirby Smith’s order: the seizure of St. Louis 
and its supplies and stores. He was unable to capture Jef-
ferson City, his secondary objective. He failed signally to 
achieve his political goal of revolutionizing Missouri by 
overthrowing the pro-Union administration and install-
ing a Confederate government with Thomas Reynolds 
as governor. In Kansas he failed to inflict damage of any 
tactical significance as he retreated. Finally, he failed to 
influence the result of the national elections against Lin-
coln. On the other hand, he claimed that he captured 
and paroled more than 3,000 Federal officers and men, 
seized large quantities of supplies and stores of all kinds, 
destroyed many miles of railroads and burned depots 
and bridges, all this property amounting to not less than 
$10,000,000 in value, and added at least 5,000 new recruits 
to the Southern armies. His losses he put at about 1,000 
prisoners, ten pieces of artillery, 1,000 small arms, and 
two stand of colors. He failed to mention the hundreds of 
wagons and horses and the tons of ammunition and other 
supplies and contraband which he was forced to abandon 
or destroy during his retreat.45

General Shelby, probably Price’s most capable 
and effective division commander, also was 
inclined, not unnaturally, to put the best 
possible face on the incidents and outcome of 

the campaign. In his official report he found no difficulty, 
for example, in describing the battle of Newtonia as 
“another beautiful victory” for the Confederate arms 
when it should more accurately be classed as another 
successful withdrawal. Shelby was a romantic who found 
emotional release in the tensions of battle and who gloried 
in the clash of forces. During the Confederate retreats 
down the Kansas-Missouri line, and especially following 
the Battle of Mine Creek, the Southern troops were worn-
out, ragged, half-starved, and intent only on getting away 
as rapidly as possible. Yet Shelby could describe one rear 
guard action in these words:

The fate of the army hung upon the result, and our 
very existence tottered and tossed in the smoke of 
the strife. The red sun looked down upon the scene, 
and the redder clouds floated away with angry, 
sullen glare. Slowly, slowly my old brigade was 
melting away. The high-toned and chivalric Dobbin, 
formed on my right, stood by me in all that fiery 
storm, and Elliott’s and Gordon’s voices sounded 
high above the rage of the conflict: “My merry men, 
fight on.”46

Criticisms of the Confederate plans and tactics 
were directed at Price personally and not against his 
subordinate commanders. After the raid it was said 
that Kirby Smith himself considered Price “as a military 
man ‘absolutely good for nothing.’” Shelby, according 
to William E. Connelley, had a poor opinion of Price as 
a commander and agreed with the comment of Major 
John N. Edwards that Price had “the roar of a lion and 
the spring of a guinea-pig.” However, Shelby added, in 
Missouri, where Price was highly esteemed and respected, 
it was treason to say so, and Shelby himself had a high 
opinion of Price as a patriot and a gentleman.47 One of 
Price’s chief military shortcomings was his ignorance 
of cavalry tactics. He concentrated on supply problems 
as an infantry commander would and was reluctant to 
live off the country. He failed to realize the importance 
of mobility and attached undue importance to saving his 
train. He conducted a retreat “that one might expect of a 
worn-out infantry column” instead of a rapidly moving 
cavalry force and allowed his units to melt away by 
desertion.48

A most scathing attack on Price was made immediately 
after the raid by Thomas C. Reynolds, recognized by the 
Confederacy as the governor of Missouri, in an open 
letter dated at Marshall, Texas, December 17, 1864, and 
printed in the Marshall Texas Republican on December 
23. Reynolds was ostensibly defending Marmaduke and 
Cabell against charges of drunkenness but actually was 
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bitterly denouncing Price for ineptness, dilatoriness, 
confusion, ignorance, timidity, lack of leadership, 
somnolence, lack of discipline, and almost every other 
failure of command that can be imagined.

With reference to the Battle of Mine Creek, Reynolds 
had this to say:

All these causes, and many others . . . had visibly 
affected the tone, spirits and efficiency of the troops. 
Military men had forebodings of disaster to an 
army that General Price’s mismanagement had 
converted into an escort for a caravan; God-fearing 
men trembled lest . . . some thunderbolt of calamity 
should fall upon our arms.

It did fall, and like a thunderbolt.
As the army left the Osage or Marais des Cygnes, 

Marmaduke’s division and Fagan’s were in the rear 
of the train, Tyler’s brigade guarded it, Shelby’s 
division was in the advance. A force of Federal 
cavalry, estimated by most who fought with it at 
twenty-five hundred, and without artillery closely 
followed us. To gain time for the enormous train 
to pass on safely, it was deemed necessary to 
form rapidly, and, without dismounting receive 
the attack; the ground was unfavorable, but the 
alternative was to sacrifice the rear of the petted 
but detested train. The two divisions were mainly 
the same heroic Arkansans and Missourians, well 
disposed and readily disciplined, who had, under 
the immediate direction of their own officers, aided 
in driving the well trained troops of Steele from the 
Washita valley; but under General Price’s direct 
command they had become seriously demoralized. 
The enemy, not mounted riflemen but real cavalry 
using the saber, charged our lines. It matters little 
to inquire which company or regiment first gave 
way; the whole six large brigades, were in a few 
minutes utterly routed, losing all their cannon, 
Marmaduke, Cabbell, Slemmons and Jeffers were 
captured, “standing with the last of their troops;” 
Fagan, almost surrounded, escaped by sheer luck; 
Clark owed his safety to his cool intrepidity and his 
saber. . . .

Seated in his ambulance, in which he had 
remained most if not all of that morning, at the head 
of the train, General Price was six or eight miles 
off when all this happened. Cabbell had informed 
him the night before that the enemy was actually 
attacking our rear; he believed that experienced 

officer mistaken. Marmaduke had sent him word 
that morning that about three thousand Federal 
cavalry threatened our rear; he thought that 
Marmaduke, having called on Fagan for support, 
could manage them. After a day’s march of only 
sixteen miles the army was ordered, to the general 
astonishment, to go into camp on the Little Osage, 
and had already commenced doing so, when news 
of the rout reached General Price. He sent for Shelby 
and besought that clearheaded and heroic young 
general to “save the army.”

Joseph O. “Jo” Shelby (1830–1897) was one of Missouri’s wealthiest 
slave owners. In 1861 he cast his lot with the Confederacy, enlisted, and 
rose to the rank of brigadier general in three years. During the 1864 
campaign, Shelby commanded one of General Price’s three divisions, 
and his skill in fighting rear guard actions probably saved the army 
from total destruction. On the morning of October 25, however, 
Shelby's division was guarding the wagon train several miles south of 
Mine Creek when the Rebel forces under Marmaduke and Fagan were 
routed before Shelby could move his troops to the battlefield. After the 
war, Shelby eventually returned to Bates County, Missouri, where he 
worked to rebuild his fortune.
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And Shelby did it. Like a lion in the path of 
the triumphant Federals, he gathered around him 
his two brigades, depleted in previous successive 
fights, harassed and weary, but still defiant.

Price replied to these charges with a terse comment 
in the Shreveport (La.) News, January 10, 1865, which 
concluded: “So far as the communication pays tribute 
to the gallantry displayed by the officers and soldiers 
engaged in that expedition, I heartily concur in it. So far 
as it relates to myself, however, I pronounce it to be a 
tissue of falsehoods.”49

Price requested a full investigation by a court-martial 
but instead was granted a court of inquiry “to investigate 
the facts and circumstances connected with the recent 
Missouri expedition.” The court was appointed by 
General Smith on March 8, 1865, and convened April 21 
at Shreveport. Hearings were held until May 3, but no 
accusers appeared and Reynolds, though invited, refused 
to testify. The end of the war brought the deliberations to 
an end and no judgment was ever handed down.50

On the Union side there were equally severe criticisms 
of the conduct of the campaign. A Kansas newspaper, 
commenting on Price’s escape across the Arkansas River, 
said:

It is humiliating in the extreme to think that this 
hoary headed miscreant should make such a 
successful raid as he accomplished, with so little loss, 
comparatively. Some terribly criminal negligence 
on the part of some of our Generals has been 
manifested during this great Price excursion. We are 
almost tempted to proclaim that the officials who 
are responsible for Price’s escape are as deserving 
of the rope as old Price himself. We believe that 
Gen. Curtis and his command did all that could be 
performed toward giving the old sinner his dues; 
and had he (Gen. Curtis,) met with adequate and 
even the available co-operation from the other 
departments that he ought to have received, the 
laxative Missourian and all his followers might 
have been bagged.51

49. Reynolds’s letter is printed in its entirety, with Price’s reply and a 
rebuttal by Reynolds, in Edwards, Shelby and his Men, 467–74.

50. U.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion, ser. 1, vol. 41, pt. 1 
(1893), 701–29; Rea, Sterling Price, 153–58.

51. (Burlington) Kansas Patriot, November 19, 1864.

Another newspaper, more favorable toward other 
commanders, wrote: “To Gen. Pleasanton [sic] we owe 
our gratitude. Through swift and tiresome marches 
he approached the enemy, caught him, flung his flying 
squadrons on him. . . . Gen. Curtis, for whom we have 
had no admiration did his part well. This we concede 
to him. Everything that he could do to contribute to our 
salvation, we learn that he did so.”52

Samuel J. Crawford, who said of Price that he “had no 
conception of the formation of a line of battle, nor did he 
know how to handle troops in action,” also said that three 
times in three days the Southern army had been trapped 
and each time had been allowed to escape. At the end, 
he remarked, instead of moving into Fort Scott, Curtis, 
Blunt, and Pleasonton “should have moved around Price 
on the east and halted long enough for him to surrender. 
That would have saved the Generals a deal of trouble and 
their tired troops and jaded horses untold hardships.”53

General Steele, commanding the Department of 
Arkansas, was not involved in the campaign 
against Price and for that very reason was 
castigated by General Halleck, who complained 

that he “neither opposed the crossing of the Arkansas 
River by Price and Shelby, nor sent any forces in pursuit 
of them.”54 General Grant later removed both Steele and 
Rosecrans for what he considered their incompetence 
in allowing Price to maneuver almost at will through 
Arkansas and Missouri, and Curtis was transferred to 
the Department of the Northwest. Rosecrans and his staff 
were reported to hold Curtis in low esteem, calling him a 
bungler and a “regular old muddle-head” and sometimes 
going so far as to ignore his orders. Curtis and Pleasonton 
also differed sharply as to strategy. Curtis wished to drive 
Price south, out of Kansas and Missouri and into the 
Arkansas hills where provisions for his troops and forage 
for his animals was scarce or nonexistent, and thus by 
depriving him of the necessities force his army to disband. 
Pleasonton on the other hand wanted to overtake and 
crush Price, although—to compound the confusion—it 
was also reported that General Smith, commanding the 
infantry, five times sent orders to Pleasonton that he must 
attack and bring Price to bay so that the infantry could 
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close with him, and the fifth time threatened to send 
Pleasonton to the rear if he failed to obey.

There were errors on the part of subordinate 
commanders, too. McNeil, ordered by Pleasonton to 
move his brigade at full speed to Little Santa Fe, so as to 
intercept Price as he retreated after the Battle of Westport, 
delayed so long that Price made good his escape. If 
McNeil had accomplished his mission it might well have 
led to Price’s complete destruction. At Newtonia Blunt 
attacked the Southern army with only two regiments, the 
Second Colorado and the Sixteenth Kansas, aided by two 
sections of artillery. Jennison and his brigade came up to 
help, but the attack was foolhardy and Blunt was saved 
only by the arrival of Sanborn. One critic has written 
that Blunt’s action would hardly have been excusable 
in a captain commanding a company, much less a major 
general commanding a division. Blunt’s own story, 
written in 1866, is a strong defense of his conduct during 
the campaign, and indeed throughout the four years of 
his military service, largely at the expense of Curtis and 
other ranking officers with whom he was associated.55

One source of antagonism between Curtis and 
Pleasonton toward the end of the campaign was 
Curtis’s order to his provost marshal to take charge 
of the prisoners, artillery and other spoils captured at 
Mine Creek and transport them to Leavenworth. This 
order, issued at Fort Scott on October 25, had the effect 
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of antagonizing some of the officers of Pleasonton’s 
department, who interpreted it as meaning that credit 
for the victory was being taken from his troops and given 
instead to the Kansas department which had taken no 
part in the actual fighting. It was undoubtedly a factor in 
Pleasonton’s decision to withdraw from the campaign at 
that point. Curtis himself, in his report, disclaimed any 
interest in where the prisoners were taken, stating merely 
his preference that “they should stop at Leavenworth, as 
an exchange will probably be made and delivery through 
Arkansas may be most convenient and preferable.” 
Pleasonton concurred in Curtis’s wishes in a letter of 
October 27 and said that he would furnish Curtis’s 
provost marshal with an adequate guard. To this extent, 
at least, the two generals were in accord, but too many 
indications of disagreement are on record to dismiss the 
whole incident as without significance.56

The Battle of Mine Creek was the most important Civil 
War battle fought in Kansas. Including the supporting 
troops, the numbers involved were about 25,000. Its ma-
jor significance, in addition to the prisoners, guns and 
other material captured, was that Price was forced out of 
Kansas and was unable to carry out his planned attack on 
Fort Scott. It was the conclusive battle of the Price raid, 
after Westport, and it was the last significant battle of the 
Civil War, with the possible exception of Newtonia, in the 
trans-Mississippi area.
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