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Worksheet 2: The Many Faces of John Brown 
Paintings capture people’s personalities as well as their likenesses.  Examine these two 
paintings. These artists captured very different character traits.  What descriptive words 
come to mind for each image?  Complete the lists below. 

John Brown is the main 
image in murals at the 
Kansas State Capitol. This 
painting, “Tragic Prelude,” 
is by John Steuart Curry. 

Descriptive Words: 
1. Radical 
2. ________________ 
3. ________________ 
4. ________________ 

Painting of John Brown by 
J.C. Wolf. 

Descriptive Words: 
1. Honorable 
2. __________________ 
3. __________________ 
4. __________________ 
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