The Journal of an 1859 Pike’s Peak Gold Seeker
Edited by Davip Linosey
L. INTRODUCTION

HE search for gold in America is as old as the coming of the

white man to the New World. Ever since the days of the Spanish
conquistadors, men have dreamed of finding new EI Dorados.
Throughout the development of the United States, the main current
of history has at times been interrupted and diverted by glittering
reports of rich gold discoveries that have borne men into diverse
eddies and backwaters of the historical current. From the red hills
of the Georgia piedmont to the white crests of California’s high
Sierras, men, aroused by the cry of “gold,” have yielded to hysteria,
abandoned all reason and perspective and performed miracles of
herculean effort in a mad scramble to obtain the precious yellow
metal.

The gold rush pattern was familiar: the first, faint rumblings and
rumors of a gold strike; an alert interest, tempered at the start with
some slight skepticism; but the flicker of doubt soon overcome by
“convincing evidence” and “frst-hand reports” coming back from
the diggings. Then followed a wave of hysterical enthusiasm soon
rising to a fever pitch of excitement as men frantically prepared
to fly from their established homes in pursuit of that “pot of gold”
that surely awaited them at the end of the trail. The hardships,
harassments, and headaches of traversing new and difficult country
with none of the old conveniences and comforts of home often broke
strong men, turning them homeward disillusioned and dejected.
The more hardy or the more determined or the more foolish ones
struggled on to the gold region—a few to be rewarded richly, but
most, discouraged by weeks of futile search, to shift to other pur-
suits or to return home empty-handed.

That there was gold in the Rocky Mountain region had long been
suspected. A Cherokee Indian party returning from California in
1850 had found “color” on Ralston’ creek, a tributary of the South
Platte river, and a military expedition in 1857 had picked up some
“float gold” along Cherry creck, another tributary.! - William Green
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of Georgia and a party of Cherokee Indians had worked
some fairly rewarding gold diggings along the South Platte near the
mouth of Cherry creek for a week or ten days at the end of July,
1858, During this time they were visited briefly by several mountain
traders? So in August, 1858, when old mountain trader John Can-
trell, who had visited Green Russells diggings, reached Kansas City
bearing reports of gold on the upper reaches of the South Platte and
carrying actual samples to prove his story, he merely confirmed
what some men like Cherokee John Beck had been saying since
1850 and what other men had suspected for years?

The newspapers of the Missouri valley towns, picking up the
story at first warily and then with full enthusiasm, flashed the magic
word “gold” eastward. Headlines and reports like “Gold Within
Our Reach,” “Hundreds Flocking to the Mines,” and “One company
left here for the gold region yesterday” poured oil on the fires of
interest? Already the nation’s eyes were focused on the new Kansas
territory where fighting and violence high lighted the struggle of
Free-State and Slave-State men for political control. Reporters for
Eastern newspapers, like Albert D. Richardson for the Boston Daily
Journal and Henry Villard for the Cincinnati (Ohio) Commercial,
now seized the opportunity to send back enticing stories of the new
gold find. To a people already weary with frustrations engendered
by the panic of 1857, Horace Greeley's assurance in October “that
there is much gold this side of the Rocky mountains” lent encourage-
ment and fanned public excitement.”

There could be little doubt now in the public mind of the
“fabulous” wealth to be had for the digging in the gold region of
the Rockies, particularly since newspaper stories continued to de-
scribe miners returning with thousands of dollars in gold after a
few weeks' work® From Topulu, Kansas City, Leavenworth, and
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Omaha, east to Chicago, New York, and Boston, and to practically
every community in between the Missouri valley and Massachusetts
bay the news spread like a p fire and excitement flared in the
fall and winter of 1858-1859. For the time being men forgot their
concern over whether “Honest Abe” or the “Little Giant” would be
Illinois’ next senator, over popular sovereignty and the fight in
congress for the English compromise bill on Kansas and over the
scarcity of jobs in Eastern cities. Thousands from the farther East

issouri valley towns, and enough hardy souls
crossed the Plains in the fall of 1858 to give the newly-founded
towns of Auraria and Denver at the mouth of Cherry creck on the
South Platte about 125 cabins, huts, and tents by Christmas, with
innumerable gold-hunting camps springing up in the surrounding
country.®

The actual gold situation was quite different from the picture
given in the newspaper accounts. While some small quantities of

" had been panned along the South Platte and its tribu-
taries, no large amounts of any consequence had been found in
1858. Most of the thousands who would g to the mountains were
doomed to failure, frustration, and futility. It was not until May 6,
1859, that John H. Gregory, formerly of Georgia, found gold in
paying quantities along a branch of the north fork of Clear creek
at an elevation of about 8,000 feet some 40 miles west of Denver.

Meanwhile back East, the young men, jobless in the wake of
1857s panic, dreamed glittering visions of golden wealth in the
Rockies, as they scanned the optimistic newspaper reports. In
Cleveland, Ohio, 20-year-old William W. Salisbury also read the

s and dreamed. Born in Warrensville, Ohio, just east of
Cleveland, Salisbury had for a time attended the Western Reserve
Eclectic Institute (now Hiram College), Hiram, Ohio, where James
A. Garfield was serving as president.?® Forced by lack of funds to
leave college, Salisbury was now casting about for something to do
and hoping that that something would bring rich rewards., For him,
reports of gold in the Pike's Peak area were made to order.

The first public notice of the new gold discovery reached Cleve-
landers on September 3, 1858, when the Cleveland Leader quoted
a report in the Kansas City (Mo.) Journal of Commerce that “the
Pike’s Peak gold mines have been fully opened.” Later it reported

and “fascinating” accounts and again that “the gold
excitement prevails and that parties are leaving [Leavenworth] for
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Pike's Peak nearly every day.” ! Words of caution, throwing “cold
water on the yellow fever which is carrying off so many of the
Western pmpk‘, were added early in October* But by the end
of October, W n B. Parsons of Lawrence, who “has returned
from the gold mines on the South Platte,” declared “gold found uni-
formly” and by Christmas “private letters from the miners

who weat to Pike's Peak . . . coroborate the reparts of the
first discoveries” of “fine l't gold.”® If these reports did not
exactly reflect lhc fm.t; nf Qhe situation, how was a young man of
20 over a thousand miles from the scene to know the difference?
Besides, guidebooks offering advice on how to reach the mines and
how to prepare for the journey were now appearing. At least two
were issued before the end of 1858.1 Whether Salisbury saw these
is not known, but he must have seen the advice the press was giving
as to the best routes to Pike’s Peak mines.®

The “yellow fever” in Cleveland continued to mount in the early
months of 1859. In January it was “Gold! Gold! Our Kansas and
Missouri exchanges glitter with this bewitching word, and heads of
thousands are now being turned from every day pursuits to dreams
of yellow dust.”® In February “A Clevelander at Pike’s Peak” re-
ported “the prospects good. . . . Our average is from eight to
fifteen dollars a day.” 1" In March groups of Clevelanders and others
in northeastern Ohio were organizing companies to set out for the
gold region.® Tt was during this excitement that young lelmm
Salisbury made his decision to try his luck at chasing the golden
rainbow.

On April 4, 1859, he left Cleveland headed for the mines. On
that same day he began recording his daily experien a small,
black, leather-bound journal that he carried with him constantly.
From April 4 to September 11, 1859, faithfully he set down each
day the story of his journey, his observations and his reactions to
what he saw. This journal, somewhat frayed and weather-beaten,
with a few pages torn away from the binding, is now in the posses-
sion of William Salisbury’s great-grandson, David Louis of Cleve-
land, by whose kind permission the text of the journal is presented
below.
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IL. TrE JounnaL, APiL-SepresmER, 1859

1650 Aesu. 47uStarted from Cleveland 30 mo past 11 A. M. arrived in
Toledo at 3 ock 1 had a pleasant journcy.

Started from Toledo 10 mo past 9 _arrived in Springfield Il at 4 ock [Apmur.
5] remained there till 6 then started for St. Louis which we maid by 2 ock
{Avna. 6] 2 in the moming

remained there till 9 ock in the moming when we started for Jefferson
which we reached about 3 ock P M2 Procured a ticket for California [Mo.]
which we reached by 5 ock remained there over night. got up in the momning
and started for Uncle Atwell 22 Got there at 8 ock [Avn, 7]

Apnus 21s7 1859 Having got all things ready we 2 commenced our journey
for all the badness of the weather which was stormy enough it rained and
snowed all day. We traveled over some beautiful country mostly prairie inter-
mittent with timber. Brooks frequently crossing our path. We camped on the
banks of the Moreau ~having traveled only 11 miles

1 arose this moming feeling refreshed from a good sleep It
is cloudy and broken this moming. Last night was my first experience in
camping out. And a right jolly good time we had of it. We rolled off early
this moming and camped at 4 ock in the evening having traveled only 15 miles,
We passed through Versail[lJes about noon.

SaTunoay 23w It is a cold chilllly day and a strong North Wester is a
blowing but however we are on our road all in good spirits. We frequently
pass through skirts of timber on the litle cricks. We pitched our tent tonight
one mile West of Colecamp a smart little town having traveled 16 miles The
weather is awfully wind

SoNvAY 247 Today is a day for rest, but it is not so with us. We cannot
get feed for our teams, neather com nor hay therle] being no grass, therfore
we think it advisable to push on regardless of the day wntill we can obtain feed.
We have [t]raveled 10 miles and have found some old hay and pasture which
we are glad to git It is on the open prairie 1o timber in sight

Moxbay Arni. 25t We pulled up stakes about 7 ock this morning having
traveled most of the day on the prairie crossed some beautiful streams scirted
with timber _Crossed one good sised river with rocky shores mostly limestone.
Came through one beautiful litdle town by the name of Lesville We have maid
18 mliles] got fair camping grounds.

Tuesoay 26 We pulled up stakes about half past 7 this moming found
pretty rough roads and thercfore have come very slow Had to stop at
Clinton and git our [wagon] tree set Saw a great many going to Pike's Peak 24
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We campol n the burks of the Grand river having traveled only 11 miles
Plenty of Turkey Woolves and som[e] Deer around this visinity
mn\mn 271, 1859 We started from our campi
7 this moming found bad roads fille
Fown and hinderod us some time. It is a beautiful country in i
rich loamy soil interspersed with thick groves of timber and cristal Brooks
nimpro $5 per acre improved from 10 to 15 Have traveled 13 miles
m our camping ground about 5 ock this
moring traveled on steadily all day. mostly on Prairie rolllling _inter-
spersed with timber and well wattered This is in Henry county
ment land in this visinity. Camped on Elk crick catched some f
up to an old farmers on the hill hefa]xd his son play on the violin Went up
in the morning and traided for it
Frupay 29mu 1859 It rained mostly all night had a good nights rest th
tent kept us drigh. had some difculty in fiading our catle in the moming
did not git started &l 9 in aveled about 14 miles it was ha
traveling. we got within 8 miles of the State line and camped on the open
Prairie
SaTunpay 30t We started rather late this moming and passed through
Tuckerville about 9 in the moming could see 8 miles 23 to Westport arrived
at Westport 26 about 1 P M The people stop[pled Robert there as a runaway
We camped 5 miles in Kansas Tes{rlitory on the open Prairie
st The weather is cloudy and warm and it rained some
Changed my close and then went Hunting ~saw nothing to shoot. but one
of our company killed @ deer It i 13 ather roaling Prairie with skirts of timber
‘We left gards out Saturday and Sunday nights 1t was dark ~some of the gards
got lost
MoxpaY Mar 2xp Pulled up stakes about sunrise and traveled till noon
stoplpled and fed our catle and took dinner Pushed on and made 15 miles
Camped on large Prairic where there was good feed in the edge of the timber
Herded our cattlo and stood guard for the first time had o troubl
Toespax 3w 1859 We loaded up our camping utensils and rolled on about
7 this morning found some bad roads stop[pled at Paola and got one tree set
Packa is a fine growing town came on and camped about 4 miles from town
on the open Prairie was joined by several Waggons 1t rained hard jest after
we camped
WepNEsoaY 41t 1859 We endevored to start early this moming But we
were disappointed  we were in W mpany of Kentuckyan(s] and st as
we were agoing to start one of their company a young man about 21 was shot
dead. e had his gun in his wagon with the musle foremost and was in the
women, 1051 wueon o
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act of pulling it out towards him when it went off and shot him through the
head and also graised another mans arm _this sad occurrence [caused] a general
confusion and delay however they desided to move on and burrey the young
man in the next town. We parted company with the Kentuckyans about noon
and was joined we traveled about 18 miles and camped on the banks of a crick.

Taunsoay 5t Started in good season this moming the roeds were bad
but we maid about 15 miles Reached the old Santifec road at Brooklin had
a hard days travel and camped on the open Prairie Wood was scarce Paid
40 cents for a litle to git sup[pler.

Frupay 6rir Started at 6 this moming have had good roads all day It is
excellent travel but timber is scarce Have traveled 22 miles it rained all night
camped a mile West of Prairie City

7ri Have not traveled any today we have been looking [for]
Cattle all day. 13 of our cattle wandered off last night in the storm and we
have searched diligently for them but have not been able to find them part
of our company have gonfe]. The waggons are passing continuously It is
warm and pleasant

Suspay 87ir We have not done anything to amount to anything today
Heerd of our cattle about noon _hired a man to go back after them
811 found them and got them about 4 ock P M Pulled up staikes and crossed

e river and camped It has been a pleasant day The waggons are so thick,
1t looks like a village

MoNDay 91t We started about 6 ock this moming we are 110 miles from
Independence 2 found good roads west a great many Government waggons

d through Burlingame * and Willmington are flourishing little towns
have come 22 miles. It is mostly Prairie well watered with brooks and springs
Timber is scarce

Tuespay 107 We got under way about 6 ock this moming_ found good
roads and excelent land well watered but timber is scarce of our
company broke the king bolt to his waggon and delayed us some it
have traveled 21 miles found good camping grounds on the banks of river 0
but few settlers some Indians

WepNEsay 11T 1859 We came on rather earley this momning over ex-
celent soads mosty Prairie. While our catte were haltng at noon some Indians
came to uswanted whisky and tobacco ¥ Passed through Counsel Grov
about 1 ock P M. traveled on and eamped.on the Prairio . have maid 20 miles.

Taunsoay 127 We were on our road at 6 ock this moring traveled on
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over mostly a level road with very little wood and watter We passed through
Diamond Springs about 2 ock today _they are the most beautifull springs I ever
saw3 there is now wood scarcely there and but three houses and a grocery 3
have maid 20
Femas 19 We caped st g ot the Sk Speogs o the open Prukis
The springs have stoplpled their flow for some reason o other and there is now
athing but o puldlle of sy wate, Thar s  ofoce cutle ik which wad
by diaking this witer, which s tioctured ith Allli 28 It o 8 iny
Gy and chilllly Have como 18
i i e
hard and stoadly oll day_qur catl all ook panly  the sck anes sre betes
We shall stay here today and tomorrow it being 40 miles to wood and 18 miles
to water There is 6 or 700 camped on this crick ~there is Buffalow and Deer
and Elk and Antilope here. there has been several killed.
Suspay 157 It still continues to rain and is disagrelelable enough.
day is mosly occupied in cucking washing hunting and fishing. there is but 2
Iog huts here one a dwelling the other a grocery. They arfe] occupied by an
agent who stops here through emigration, then movels] back to Council Grove
Moxpay 16m We started rather late this moming and have found bad
traveling it being mud(d]y and soft but have come 19 miles and camped on the
little Turkey There is but 1 house here built of turf and covered with tent
cloth it is a kind of traiding post, but poore water here no timber plenty
Buffalow
Tommaex 17 Kare trevwled 21 s tody s are smomiat atiguad
we are camped on the Running Turkey There is no timber here and poore
watee There s woms bouso bero mad of mall logs and tusf and & grocey
a waggon (illegible word] The nearest timber is within 8 miles
Wamnix 16rm Staned shout 0 ock s moming found spery rouds
this moming it having rained last night ~Arrived at little Arcasas at 11 ock
ol e T 9 25 . Lt s timber,Posee wate sey o e tat
had been shot acidentely in the hip. Came on and passed another company
‘who were camped one man having shot himself acidentely in the arm will have
t0 be amputated There is no end to Buffalow have come
Trunsoay 1975 We rose this moming and started by sunrise there being.
0 feed here and our cattle being hitched to our waggons all night have come
on 6 miles where there is good feed and camped This is Beach Valley are
e T e
Buffalowhave just come into timber and water here Was an Indian acidentely
shot before we came here
Froay 20 1859 Waked up this morning about 3 ock it was raining @
1742 0 e speeed with Slbucy on the besuty of the spriogs—See il
a0k of wocd swas compensated for by the abundance of bufalo chips which made
8 v ook, Gulichook, o prings nd
R T e el < e That
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perfect herricane and the watter was running into our ten and our bed clothes
were all wet Came about 17 miles camped on the Great bend of the Arcansas
it is a very rapid flowing stream but very riley now. ~very little timber here
poore water
‘Sarompay 2lst_Started about 6 this moming Came to Ash crick 87 about
one house plenty timber and witer The
Cioway 8 Indians are here _ there alre] great many at our camp at n
them to shoot at a mark Tenneys etc would hit this el e By miee
pelaleable and friendly were traiding caracters have c
Suxpay 2250 We camped last night on the open Prairie near the arcansas
we passed Pawney rock ¥ about 8 ock came on and camped on Ash crick
went up to the Arcansas 8 miles and went in swimming
Loaded our things and started about 6 ock came on an
found good roads. We met hundreds of waggons going back reached Pawney
Fork about noonmet another train going back. our Captain with 2 waggons
have gone back Butler and George were obliged to go back 0 but there are 8
waggons of us yet determined t0 g0 on lave come on and camped on the
ks of the Arcanus traveled 18 mil
Tusspay 24m Rose early as usual o oy, (et revived from a good
nights rest Had good wattr, made a fer
waggon has gone back from our tr
back from the Peak with discouraging news Have been joined by another
small company camped on the banks of the Arcansas. poore watter no wood
have come 20 miles
/eowEspay 257i Started early as usual this moming. The wind blows
wld eud chil[lly with a little rain have found good roads all day no timber
on this side of the Arcansas and no good watter traveled at a brisk rate all
Gay have made 35 miles camped on the fats of the Arcansas
Tuunspay 26T There is a cold wind and rain this moming but we have
anaged 1o gt us some breakfat.  Have found good raods all day traveled
iy must Bawe made a, v bere Cortainly e mcant Walout crck where
e one-armed. plainsman,” maintoin ding ‘post.
38 Thia works bt ar cbscure and obied n the Joat . sy, bt it robably
9. Pawnee Rock, otherwise known as Painted Rock, was the best-known landmark
gn B Senvy o S, The soh sndtons face Joted Sarply npards 1o & Belht of 40
Fot WeblE o Some en i, "My vy cived o o ot oy lit? and
2 Vet g o ffr i Vetah o ity . 114
. Many of thou o regions with High hopes and. with
e 'oF the, Piains x&“i..,,)‘i’h,f’.‘fi!‘,f e o heating back Eart
A

4
e i
tafns or findlo the rikors o
Heatnt the el Valley ns, ey pronounce Pikcs Pk gold  excitemer
i g “1he mow supendous Bumbuc Cver perptraled ypon, tho Ariricgs: et
i B Davis i e "The Riokrs of Amonca. Sercs, New Tork, 19483, 5. 63.

e o b o the ol
o, the trols
e o ‘.VE\ v & 22 s twon T
S0 Bl Haah fr th s
i ad yoread
aved guldeboois

e
i e B feiguty
oy Halen, Colorado Gold Rush, p. 305, and Hafen, Guidebooks, p.




Kansas HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

mostly all day on the banks of the river. no timber but good watter We
camped at night near old Fort Atkinson 41 Distance Traveled 22 miles

Frupay 27m Started on our journey carly this moming. It is clear and
pleasant but \(h.lly air. no timber in sight poore watter Rod and I went
a hunting Antilope saw wone did not git a shot. killed a woolf though
atiped iponithe Liols sy decve) o catla dorea o) the ives! ou!oF o
oxen got in and came near drownding 42 _Traveled 20 miles

SaTompay 281 We were on our road at the usual time this moming. noth-
ing occurred of any account. it is clear and pleasant. found road very good
except some sandy hills. Came to Pawney fort 45 about 3 ock P M Saw up
under the shelving rocks where an Indian had been buried and had been dug
up by the Woolves.  some of his bones mocasins blanket bow and arrows were
in sight. camped on the flats 20 miles

297 We have not traveled any today. are giving our cattle rest

and recruiting them up a lttle one of our men being very sick _also we thought
best to rest there is no timber here poore watter It has been a long and
e day Saw some Pellicans in the river they were beautiful like the

N i W e e have found
G e T AR e e G e
movers with their families on their way to California with a drove of cattle no
timber poore watter have made 22 miles
Tuespar 315t Were on our way at the usual time this moming Tt is clear
and warm, and a beautiful time to travel. Have traveled on the flats beneath
the bluffs all day. Saw a grave on the top of the bluff went up to it. It was
the guave of & chd anly bwo weeks old T red on the stne L W Famsey
Aged 2 weeks It was a meloncolly sight
St il s e Y iy
Wipnespa Jone Ist It is a verry and it was thought
best to remain here till the wind subsided  therefore we have remained here
all day Nothing occurred of any account. we got timber here for cucking
purposes 1o very large timber here mostly brush ete The Captains horse
arsived and the other two waggons
Trunspay 2vp We were on our way carly this moming found excellent
xoads all day _there is more o less tin B s R e
have made a good days travel at le s, Have bad some Antlope
T e et o e s
the banks of the Arcansas
Fumay 8w Nothing of importance has occurred today have traveled over
a sandy road all day on the flats close to the river There is some timber along
Thjs fort bad ben establhed iy 165 + Dodge City and abandoned
s34 0n TS v o poting o T cacent - bide with e
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here and it is growing plentier # We camp tonight on the banks of the river
where the noise of the wattters would Lull us to sleep have
Sarunoay 4rm 1859 Started at our usual time found excelle
(h\ No water except River water which is riley
. Timbes is getting more plenty overy day.
Bests fort went up i the evening to sce the structure. 1t rained some after

D ori sines of baaver hereTravelod 92 s,

B B o docidod last ght 10 rean haro today I bave been
w been down to the River to swim have been reading
some Tt has been a beautiful day

Started a little carlier than usual this moming Passed the

this moming good road Camped

a5 usual near the river Have been a litle lame all day Stuck a stick in my
bl and i more tred than usual_ have tsveled 0 miles

Torsoay 7ri This is a beautiful day our camping ground was excelent
Last night. We arrived at the ruins of Bents old fort 40 a e after noon. 1t was
pleasantly situated Would that T could hear those old walls speak and tell
Some of the events that has happened therein Came in sight about 4 ock of
<ome of the peaks of the Rocky mountains _Spanish peak[s],#7 Pikes etc poore
feed for our catlle here have traveled 25

Wepxespay Srix It has been a warm sultry forenoon. but in the afternoon
towards night there was a gale sprung up and it blew hard and rained some
the oads slong bersar rthe sady and and hilly. no feed here for our
catfle Have traveled 2

o e mll\cr early this moming a good many gulches
abound here. came on and camped in good feed on the banks of the river.
e wtten e rather cold. river ssing.  Went hunting after ducks in the after-
noon Distance

Fuupay 10T Were on our way carly this moming went hunting Shot at
a Woolf Killed a raven arrived at Fountali]n city 48 at noon. Left the Arcansas

ero camped on fountain erick 49 Traveled 25
e e e U ﬂ;‘;\‘::‘&ﬁf Ly vy iy TI"‘X?’ S
St B il o e T ot W Bl finber S o otk g

e e vy o e IS Sembby. e wers very muc
e ok baving oyl shade for one Bundred
GRS T o Surked" % Thaken, Ooeriand Houten,

Bent's New For, bl in the carly 1850° way located o the nouth, bk of the
Arkinias, opposts the present town.of Powers, Colo ' Wihiam w0 Clivie Bty
s o e o, B s shrily Deore S &t e Hovern Rl afer
rt Wise and
. Dr. Go

o
ints Fort 5 8 Teaiey,

[T frt, bult by the Bent brohers ahout 1505, served a0 1 trding poxt and
shnta Fe fr for st & ayaser ()i ¥ iy il it was destoved
oo 165, 231, 285

iy
i stment was cstablhd by the s sekers o the s ol on th cat

T s Freranne o presemt Fuebl, Colo. " Coeriond

"5 T st vame was Fouiaine qul boulle, meing ol Sprng crck, bt
converted by the gold seckers to. Fooutatn o = i
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Sarumoay 117i_This is the first day traveled on this road It is somewhat
roaling poore land but little timber. plenty Turkey and deer here. good cold
water from the mountains Traveled 20

Sopay 121 Concluded to lay over today and rest. It is a beautiful day.
the mountains loom up in full view most over our head Some of the boys have
gone up to them to prospect

Moxpay 187t Hitched up at our usual time found good roads came about
4 ock to the forks of the road. one for the mountains the other directely for
cherry crick we took the wone for cherry crick the Captain and 8 other
waggons the other Traveled 24 miles camped in the border of the pine
woods 80

Toespay 1471 This is a beautiful morning. the snow on the moustacs
is glistening in the sun. and the green pine forest that surrounds us m
beautiful contrast There is natural meadows of grass beautiful forets of pine
and eristal springs of water along our travel today Camped on the head waters
of Cherry crick _excellent camp ground Traveled 23 miles

W Left our camping ground early this morning Came by
several houses and a man mining he said he maid 2 or 48 per day Passed a
saw mill Lumber was worth $80 per thousand at the mill @ Camped on
cherry crick traveled 18 miles

Taunsoay 16ri We were delayed this morning on account of oxen two
of them got lame but we got another yoke of one of our company and pushed
on_Passed through Denver city 52 and crossed the Platt and camped  Traveled
23

m

Froay 171 Were up and of [f] by times this morning. _reached the moun-
tains about 10 ock 53 camped on the hill remained there till 4 ock then drove
2 miles South on good feed and water between two mountains traveled 10

SaTuroay 18mx Went prospecting this forenoon could find nothing
Started for the mines in the mountains in the P. M. crossed Clear crick
ascended the first mountains - camped on them 3 miles from the valley 10 miles

Suwpay 197 This is a beautifull day a gentle breeze is blowing from the
West off from the Snow crested mountains in the distance. We are traveling
moderately and viewing the works of nature which are beautifull along here

50. This must have bes " bl by an army party 8 year el
h.v. gk A ¢ Ak R

wil on June 10 and noted men wishing
. named. for Green Russell
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eck der The x, % Wi Larier
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This is the first Sabath in the mountains with me and but little does it scem
like such to me Have traveled 10 miles
Moxpay 207 1859 We were on our way as soon as we could see this
momingreached the mines at noon _the miners were all buisy at work ¢ they
seumed to bo doing woll Fod and Hendsiks got st from us_camped sbont
2 ock in Russells vally Traveled 1
Tuespay 21st_Went pros pC(‘lmg today my corse layed West went over
several miles on the middle branch of clear crick followed it down to the
Vascos fork found the collar [i. e. color] ~saw trout in the crick and also a big
brown bear and a deer retumed to camp at dark
Wt 2».... It was necessary that some of us should retur ahix
> and I were chosen armived at lttle prairie at
ey o O T P
mspaY 230 We were on our way by light this moming - Slept cold and
our cattle were troublesome reached our camp in the valley about 9 in the
momning _we were glad to git back 50 as to get some milk and chicken fixens
Soon all hands went about fixin for an early start in the moming
Frunay 24711 1859 Feel refreshed this morning after a good nights rest. had
a jolly time last night dancing and playing on the violin3% _Started back for the
‘mountains about 10 ock camped at the same place we did Sunday noon last
RoAY 25T Jordan is a hard road to travel. such at least we find it
traveling in these mountains have had no bad luck reached little prairie at
. reached Russcls vally about 7 ock and camped feel tired I am glad
the days travel is done
Suspay 26 Rube and T went ahead this moming to find the boys, the
arts following Had o difficulty in finding them. all went back to pack in
the loads 2% miles being the nearest they could come with carts have just
finished packing it in this is the hardest Sunday's work ever done
Moxay 27rs I am taking my Sunday this forenoon have been washing
and mending fetched down the remaining load from our carts have been at
work this afternoon dig[gling our troths for a Sluce 30
Toespay 287r 1859 Have been up about %ith of a mile to our other claims to
work this forenoon Came down at noon. remaind here in the aftemoon to
help make a sluce and tom.
WeoNEspaY 207r Finished our sluce box and tom and got it st and at
work about 9 this A M have been running it all day.
Trunspay 507 Have been up at our other claim at work ~prospects fav-
orable bought a saw. began a cabin this afternoon
creck and fts trbutarics were lined with mi
g creks e fork ot oo O Jane
. Henry Vil .
ind, lined
e i AL
Times, June 50, 1659, qubted in Haton, Coforado'G

3 composing quartz which could be shoveled
in e o of Srbu s Pl - .ku‘ ,,,‘m‘ b stiched i cutch the
ol Wiliama, o cie .16, veret DIk, Vanguards of the Frontier (New York,
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Fuupay Jorx Ist 1859 Have been at work on our cabin all day all done
but the ruf we quit this claim today it will not pay

Sxrurpav 2xp Finished our cabin this forenoon. moved into it this after-

Suxoay 3up We rest today for the first time in several weeks Have been
‘ashing ad meadiog.  Have been mors Bomesck today.thensay o day
since T left Home.

e 1000 e the e o Jlyhave been ok o g
all day. lttle does it seem like

N i st sl bt o e e T
discouraged

Wewesoay 6rn Have got two sluces to work this day Have done very
well

Trunsoay Trs Al that has been done today is hard work. am somewhat
tired
Frumay 81 Have been at work this day as usual. we are in poor spirits
think we are not making muc}
Saromoax 971 Worked this forenoon Concluded no to work thi after-
mics: ey B hew ol o 5 o St gt
s - e sl v W el S
ey g e e s
been a long and lonesome day.
110 0f Uan B vuthoudin Yont e i oo st i
vally to dispose of some of our things and to fetch up some in the mountains
We started at 8 ock this moming have just arrived here in the
am tired enough
Tosspay 12rn Had a good nap this moming, fel as good as ever. Have
been down to Golden city 3 to see what we could do towards selling or buying
WepNespay 197i Have not been very buisy today been hunting our cattle
this afternoon, and have heen down to the ranch  We have had a rarity in the
shape of a Jonny-cake for breakfast and suplpler
il sty rsiag 1 ol ol foc e mirishe
We were on our way at 6 this morning. passed over the worst road before
noon it began raining then and continued 54 reconl 5 T co bt
camp about 3% ock
Famay 15m Have been mining some today 8 of us. have maid only
$1.00 each. the other boys have just arcived from the vally.
Saturpay 16r Have been at work this day. we work with poor incour-
ek L ey SOCRAD
17m We have been doing nothing today Theron and Rube have
over to r,mwms oy Tl o & Vi iy
a7 5’.:5“’“{3?.&‘35‘:“.‘"3” xf”x'”ﬂ“‘fl.\‘xl’l‘l”"‘""“ b handreds wers oy
A b B
rock, tberwise known s Jackaon d
o for
Creck, and i the. 1650
Broject. Colorado” (Amert

Gregory’s Gl of the north fork of Clear creck where John I, Gregory had m
7 nd 15 Vo 1850 and hire, W ST S T0/000 s MEC aiing ot
S0id b the nd oF Jome' s four-sivarc-til tretchi—Tbid, bp. 264-307; Willams, o
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Monpay 187 Several of our boys started for the vally this moming but
five of us remain have been at work all day. _the water is 5o high that it came
in faster than we could bail it out

soay 10m have just retumed from Spanish mines. Saw Buckskin Joe
the mountaineer he had just returned from an exploration trip to the snowy
range he was quite talkative

Wanssoax 20m_Smith Rube and MeShaw have gone prospecting and 1
am here alone. 1 have been reading and meditating 1 love to be et alone
otmctimes to commane with slent nature, which is sl e
rocky mountains surround our camp on every side and a rapid river comes
rushing down over the rocks in a few steps of our door I frequently sele] dear
and sheep pass along the side of the mountain

Taromsoay 215t White and misclf started early this moming for russels
diggings have also o 1 i Mo digging S Favo ot e fuk
much fatigued It raines here every day now.

Frpay 2250 It has rained all day as usual. the boys returned from the
vally this evening had some difficulty in giting sup[pler on account of the rain

romosx 23m> Have been buisy today moving. We have begun packing
our things back up the gulch It has rained all the afternoon we camped be-
brees Funcl and Gregories

Noss st s off early this morning stoplpled at Gregories some

Camped within 11 milles of the vally It ruines continually here and is
ushealthy enough Tt docs o semm ke Sunday

Moxpay 25T We were off before 6 this moming Have had very good

tip[pléd over but once reached Golden Gate before noon and Golden
city half past 12 the last part of our journey seems long reached camp 3 ock

‘vrspay 26r Rube mrived last night also we have been down at Golden
city today to git a job did not make a raise times are dull money scarce

Wepnesoay 27 1 have remained in our camp all day today It is warm
and utry have been wisking and mending

v 26ms Smith Rube and I have been down at Golden cty today
but ltl goisg on thero but gambling traided my revolver for a el id n
secure a job.

Famay 29mn Have been hunting our cattle today. found them before
noon

Saturoay 30T Have been mendling] our clothlels today It is warm and
sultry here at noon and cool night and morning.

Susnay 3lst Have been hunting for our catlle. been south four miles for
them. got my pail half full of burries Rod and I went at noon over to clear
crick 6 miles from camp to trie and float some logs down the river. got back
a little after dark

Moxpay Avcust Ist We started about 8 ock this moming for denver. We
Ieft 3 of our boys behind Old Bob, White and Mansfield. We parted with
them reluctantly. Tears started from their eyes when we took our leave It
was warm in the forenoon. it rained in the afternoon Camped on Cher[rly
erick

Tusoay 20 We werle] on our way early this moming _Started on afoot
for Denver stoplpled there some time It has grown wonderfully since T came
here we pushed on and camped 15 miles down the Platt[e] The objects on

6L Al located on the north fork of Clear creck.
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the mountains are becoming indestinct to view. all that is to be soen is their
outlines and white crested peaks covered with snow

WepNESDAY 3np We were on our way as soon as light this morning
Stop[pled as so0n as we came to good feed and took breakfast. pushed on and
reached Fort Lupton 6 at noon. The fort has been deserted for several years
there is a_ famile living in it at the present time _passed Bents traiding post and
Fort Vasquez 8 in the afteroon. It rained and hailed in the aftemoon  came

miles

Trrursoay 47 There is a heavy fogg this moming and it s very chilly and
cold. Took in the luglglage of two young men to carry it to Leavenworth,
about 5 miles from where we camped we found the hail several inches thick.
camped at night on the Platt[e]. went in swimming found an Injin canoo on
an Island in the river it was maid out of a log and was so water soaked we
could not launch it.

Frupay 5mit Avcust We were on our way early this moming. _traveled all
the forenoon on a sandy desert without wood or water. Reached Fremont
orchard about 6 ock this evening It is a beautiful grove of willow and popular
[sic] camped one mile and a half below on good feed and timber. the moun-
tains are but juts to be seen in the distance Pikes and Longs two peaks are to
be seen.

SATURDAY 6711 This forenoon our road has been very sandy. reached [wa
garbled, probably Bijou] crick at noon good grass and water.

Indian village of several thousand inhabitance [sie] and wandered thiough the
village #  camped 3 miles below on the river

SunoaY 7ritToday is Sund[aly but it does not seam as such to me. we
are resting this forenoon. ~have been down to traid with the Indians have been
traveling this aftemoonhave went 12 miles. o wood here of any conse-
quence crosed B

Moxax 87 We camped near the third station ® last night were on our

e e ool s sl T

Faasety vy ot o oo el e ot
island in the river after flood wood and willow.
defa]d Ingen under a lone Cottonwood he had been hung in the tree after
delalth with his robes and clothing all on he had decayed and fell to the
ground there is two good springs ed hard here
night we passed some Indians on their way home from battle Traveled 25
miles
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Tomsoay 9 Was up as soon as day this moming have been hunting
saw nothing hm some Ducks killed some _there is plenty Antelope here but
they are wild Traveled till 6 ock. stop[pled and rested our cattle then
hitched up and ey camped after having come 30 miles.
we reached the 4th station at sun down. no wood along here no watter but
river watter

Wanwzsoay 10m We were up by duy break this moming. It is beautiful

vel as the sea as far as the eye can reach.
road is very sandy along here no
sl G s s

of importance have been hunting.
passed. the uplpler crossing 07 about 8 this moming  reached the lower cross.
ing 95 half past 10 camped there for the night.

Frupay 12 Have been trying to traid with the Indians here at the station
could not traid much. pinched 1 pair mocasin they are of the Shian [Chey-
enne] nation. the river is full of sands slong here, they are covered with
brush and grapevine which are full of fruit and nearly ripe. traveled 25 m

SATURDAY 13 We were on our way early this moming it has been pleasant
all day. there was no wood where we camped last night but [allong in the
€500 wa ol see thbes 1 the dianes which e s e
is one of Russels stations and a traiding post here. soone after leaving this
station we came in sight of the North Plattle]. there is more or less timber in
sight.  we meet a grate [many] waggons for Larramie and Utah 69 passed the
junction 0 in the evening. - traveled 25 miles

thought best to drive today tl we renched wood and
watter. wo traveled until noon  rea 00d. The boys have gone ahunting
Rod killed a Black taled deer.
We were on our way ealy this morming. it is cloudy and
is a number of ranches and traiding posts along here plenty of
Caeder, Cotton wood and willow passed cottonwood springs ™ in the
forenoon passed Fremont springs last Sund(aly night - Thees fon Tong ifs]land
in the river that extends along here a grate manny miles camped at 10 ock
%m
lnvlacw«v u |'|”.,"p«‘g’m‘f\"v'-§?ﬂ'." T“‘;" |“"’ 1‘350’; lifxirf’,ﬁf"ﬁlir‘v’v"" s
is Shicicl s 5
B 100,
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Tugsoay 16rs We started at 6 ock this morning and drove till 12 camped
for noonthe river is skirted with timber. we are in the buffalow range here
but we have seen none we camped about 10 at night near plumb crick 2 have
Eanelon [miles]

Wepespay 17rm Hitched up and drove a little the other side of plumb
crick and remained there tll noon and weat huating killed nothing there was
a buffalow killed near us last night
not git a shot campe[d] about 6 ock our train split here
Donalds waggons went on ours remained and Clarks and Rubes

Trunspay 18m 1t being a rainy day we could not hunt buffalow so
concluded to travel We pushed on and camped a few miles below Keamey %
distance we have come is 27 miles

Famay 190 our way as usual this momning. reached the
junction where the Leavenworth road strikes the river 4 there is a number of
cabbins along here. we got some cucumbers they had corn and mellons berry
and sqwashes camped on the bluff out of sight of the river

20mm It is very windy this moming and cold. there was an
antilope came tilting by our camp this morning I cracked a clap at him but
my gun did not go. Saw before noon a buffalow and several antelope passed
‘muddy crick and camped on little blue 7 at noon remained here all afternoon
hunted Rube killed an otter Traveled 12 miles

Suspay 2lst We were off by times went [word obscured by ink spot]
killed a duck found ripe plums and goves here traveled till 12 o'clock at
night have come 25 _this is very good

Monmas S ™8 Dids'tstert ¢3 el 8 common this morsing et 8 large
train off for the Peak camped on the little Blue at the point where we leave it
Distance 18 miles

v 23np 1850 Was off in season this moming. left the Blue and
struck of[f] over the divide towards the big Sandy ™7 it is very good land
along here There is ranches frequently along here met a load of melons going
to Keamey. _arrived at klm big Sandy about 4 came on and camped on little
Sandy.™ Have traveled u miles]

WepNEspAY 24 We were on our way early this moming. It is a rol(lling
country along here "There is timber along the cricks and some on the upland.
1he mnf':i:‘v':‘"‘i.il”ﬁf‘k’ e e Tt e o oy Bepeen Ths

Kear' o bt fn 1545-1840 prmacy 1o afod, prtecton to, emigrnt
Tl axhalnaits st e G recon ‘one ‘o e most
nd Saprly depots west of i,

jancton o the e e from Nebrasia, City on the
ol a3 ot ol nu,u.m Inthe arly dayh, becauso of 3

Viiage near by, foht o nine mil "5 Fort Kearny—pacem, op. oits

i Salibary ‘and s companions tarmed. southeastward toward the Kansa

82-mile creck, although he docs not so name
a0y e Vi i own mame for Simile creck

fnd ety ail the

Ve, o Sk i’ One' an Sk and the v vanihed

icept For the Starving s, thi e retty well describes the Tate of Salsbury’s mining
party in the §old regions.

Ansions o gt back East as auikly s possble, Susbury and his companioat

 mor route. than Tollowing ‘the wiadimg river course of the Little

‘These are trbutaries of the Little Blue coming down from the north.
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We reached stone 15 miles distance by noon. came on and camped in
the prie (n\c!ul 55 [miles]
conana 25 it i cloudy this maring_ it rollling couney along here

o by a station reached Cottonwood crick at noon camped at Marysvills 80
at night it is a small town there’s 50 or 60 houses ~the little Blue 81 runs
through the town 24 [miles

Famay 96ri We were on our way as usual this moming. left Clark and
Vanbruet here V mped on Vermillion crick 82 at noon ~ got
plenty green com here. Passe X in the afternoon there was a
sott[l]er here. he had a nice farm large fealds of com a beautiful garden
good buildings. it looked like sivilization. camped on suckertash crick 18
[l

Saronpa[x] 27711 1859 We remained here till noon. then picked up and
drove till night camped at Ash point 12 [miles

Suxpav 287 It is a fogay moming However we concluded to drive.
The roads are mud[dly 1t is fine rol[l}ing country but lttle timber ~arrived at
Senecy 5 by noon the county seat of \“mm County it is a fine town bea
[ully situated on com crick and [illegible, probably Nemaha] Vally 17 [miles]

P gL et e b
season. Our lame ox is considerably troublesome ~passed over a beatiful coun-
try camped on muddy creck we git plenty potatoes, com and melons here.
We passed through Grenada 84 it is a fine little town in the aftemoon camped
on Walnut crick for the night  this s on the Indian reserve & it is beautiful
land 24 [miles]

Tosspav 30T We were off by times this moming sold one cow this after-
noon passed through Kennekuk 5 camped one miles this side at noon got
plenty melons and corn and potatoes here came through Huron 87 in the after-
noon camped on the Maine at night ls]

WepNespay 3lst It is a beautifull moming We reached Lancaster 85 about
il ety e G et e e
the rong road came on 5 or 6 miles before we found it out we could see

0. The resent name s ok o
Maryvile is located, o river, Here the westward_emigrants tra
© ool itk those Coming. opfroo Ind gendence .m

iihough e e gl choose o cros the Big g st Tnaependon
S Maryowie.—Saden o, ot . 62, 05 “the
B b sttencal earcamicrod by reysie comlng sask o the rounie ((he
Jait pasl"by s esddd West).  For both i was & walcome baven for purchasing
supplie.
81 e mesns the Dig B
lack Vermillion creek which ws crossed by the roads from St. Joseph

53, Sences was the polnt at which the road crossed the Nemaha rive, which, although
step-bunkcd i ot Wty difal o ot n ks sumer,
Granada fs about 16 miles southeast of Sencca, and 13 miles due south of present
s.mv
" This was the eservation, to which the Eastern Tndians had been assigned
in the 16305 " Oy S 7000 st et e eadealy bing
e Tbid . 471
of Kennckuk, marked. tho point at which
it the Orcgon il rom St Jooh—~
o et s ek o oreent Horon o Konias
454, ”Saq Tugene. H. Ros ok Toumal, a Trip to Caiforna. i
};32) The Ohis iats Archaestonioal cnd Hidorical Guarorsy Columbug o 61 (amsacys
7. Huron is located. about ten miles east of present Horton
88, Lancaster is about ten miles due west of Atchiso
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Atchison struck off across the prairie reached Le[alvenworth road by night
10 [miles]

Trursoay Serrevmen Ist 1859 Passed over some beautifull country this

arilcuod € igh e ek valley
Did ot start very early this moming it is a beautiful valley

e e e il i s

and the city of Lelalvenworth ® it is a large [word obscured by ink blot]
could also see the broad Missouri ~remained in town il noon.

drove and camped a little way out of town drove ab

for the night the cattle is dying around here with a

SaTunpay Snp Passed over a beautiful country this moming Reached the
Delaware reserve before noon arrived at the Kansas river toy
cms:[u” at the Deleware ferry 9 camped on the bank of the river

Sunpa 4 We reached Shawnee town 91 about 8 this morning
et s e 70 eco! bizosd back . sioek: the sight road loating
to Westport passed through there before sunset camped on the other side
20 [nules]

v S Itia o bacldlsomle] sy ploug bertel wo pased through
lndcpcndcnce before no is a large and beautiful place came
 Blve springs I.md is worth from 35 o 30 dollar] pes acre 1
s hickly setted here 15 [

Tuespay 6rir It is cold .md it g come v & benuifal
country it [is] well timbered and wattered Traided our wagon an
Yok of catle for  borse. came through lone Jack 3 toward sight. camped &
little this side 14 [miles

¥ 7t We are off by good season this moming Traided horses

came through Warrensburg this morning ~got some how come

you so [illegible word] % it began to operate by the time we reached Knob-
noster camped this side _there is some fruit 20 [miles]

Trunsoay 871t Reached Glelorgetown by noon 9 it is a nice town there
is coal beds along here John Smith and I bought us a hat here it rained last
night 25 [miles]

maY 9T We were off by times this moming We are endevoring to
reach Uncles by Sunday night. Nothing has occured of importence today
Passed through no town it is beautifull country along here 21 [miles]

Saromoay 10m_This is a beautiful morning. ~the woods are full of grape-

and they are ladened with fruit and there is plenty of [word illegible]

a3 The fot bad been cstablished by the government bere in 1827 to, provil

pro-
o i fm of N, Mijor

ety \vw(\(r 5060 was
e Oregon Trai 1. 48; Kansas,
e cue of e farcn o sted acros the Kansas siver sty
‘den op. oit bp. 34,
Spawnecs from Ohio bad been selosated o this

2 The rame, deived o 8 Wk e nex o i which servd s  andgnk
By el Wekees Froec, Msourt (Anericin. Cude Series, New o
Unfortungely thie undecighersble word appeas to be tho key o the meanin
o the snttnce it Bl PR f $ 2
94, Grongetown was Tooted eas presen Sl which became the Jeading setlment

n thearca alter the Missourt Faciic 16 was CHERAed these i 1881 MMisourt, . 598
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and [word obscured by ink blot]. reached round hill toward night it is
3 milos from Tipton camped 1 mile east 20 [miles] had a little spree tonight
S ‘We were early this morning Reached Cnh[amm by noon
pushed on and reached Atwells by darl
III. EPrLocue

The entry for September 11 is the last regular daily record. The
first two pages of the journal, torn loose from the binding, gave a
summary of distances traveled cach day. There are a few notes on
the last two pages of the journal. They are badly blurred and faded.
Those that can be deciphered seem to refer to financial transactions,
such as purchases of goods and payments for work that Salisbury
did after his return from the mines, although there are no dates
recorded in conjunction with these entries.

Salisbury later returned to Ohio and served in the Union army
during the Civil War. After the war he settled down in Berea,
Ohio, some 15 miles southwest of Cleveland. Here he turned to the
less spectacular pursuits of teaching school and farming® Before
his death in 1920, Salisbury likely recalled many times the irony of
the Pike's Peakers’ song:

“Then hol for the mountains where the yellow dust is found,

‘Where the grizzly bear, and buffalo, and ant dup: abound;

‘We'll gather up the dust along the golden creek,

And make our “pile,” and start for home. Hurrah for Pike's Peak.%¢
Dyt B 08 R S S S d e b "Lt o

5. 5 Honnibal (Mo.) Memenger, Apel 28, 1850, quoted in afen, Clorado Gld Rush,




