The Letters of Peter Bryant,

Jackson County Pioneer
Edited by Doxato M. Monnay and Ropexr M. Rooxex
I. INTRODUCTION
ETER BRYANT, an original settler of Kansas territory and a citi-
1 of Kansas during it first half century of statehood, lived from
1837 to 1912. The son of Cyrus and Julia Everett Bryant, who had
left Cummington, Mass., in the early 1830s to pioneer in northern
Illinois, Peter himself caught the “ w.stun\;, fever in 1859. After
a brief army carcer during the Civil War, he returned to his land
claim near Holton, where he hcmmé‘ a struggling pioneer and then,
inally, a prosperous farmer and civic leader in northeastern Kansas.
Through his entire life Peter Bryant took a keen interest in the
economic and political problems of his times, both local and na-
tional. In many ways an average man, he was gifted with a great
curiosity about the new land and its people, the tenacity to endure
the adversities of its pioneer stage, and a strong, healthy enthusiasm
for life itself. Happily for us, he also had a flar for interesting and
informative letter writing, and in consequence his vigorous letters
and several occasional poems make a very readable contribution
to the history of the Civil War and the settlement of the Trans-
Mississippi West. Here we may read about “sod-busting” and
“jayhawking,” about crops and battles and elections, as well as
domestic problems. Throughout this personal record, we are made
aware of the Bryant family * as a whole: its roots in Massachusetts
as deep as the founding of the nation; its firm transplantation to
Tlinois; and its sturdy offshoot in Kansas. Peter Bryant’s ife is a
part of the Bryant family chronicle, and that chronicle is part of the
westward movement.
The correspondence here brought together * consists of 54 letters,
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written between the years 1854, when Peter completed his formal
schooling in Princeton, TIL., and 1906, a few years before his death
in Holton. The present editors have divided the letters into groups
representing three distinct periods of his life:
1854-1861: Illinois boyhood, migration west, pioneering in northeastern
ansas, jayhawking in Missouri.
1862-1864: Return to Illinois, service in the Vicksburg campaign, conva
1865-1906: Farming and civic leadership in Jackson county, Kansas.
Born on June 2, 1837, Peter Bryant grew up on his father’s farm
in Princeton, Bureau county, Ill. The few early letters and school
compositions that have been preserved from this period show that
he enjoyed an active, outdoor boyhood. “T like to hunt first rate,”
he wrote at the age of 14. “Sometimes I have seen wild turki
[sic] * and deer while hunting cattle, and very often when I chased
them they would lead me to the cattle, and if T had a gun with me,
1 would have shot at them.” ¢
He attended a private school in Princeton, the “Smith Institute.”
from which he graduated in the spring of 1854 at the age of 16.
It was perhaps from his teacher here, as well as from his very
literate father and uncles, that he first acquired a taste for writing.
Naturally enough, boys who were in school during the years just
following the Compromise of 1850 wrote essays on the slavery issue.
Peter wrote at least two conservative pieces on the effects of emanci-
pation in the British West Indies 6 and participated in a lively di
cussion of slavery with his abolitionist Aunt Melissa of Massachu-
setts
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Naturally enough, too, he dreamed of adventure on the frontier.
A composition written in 1850 mentioned the wildeat killer, Davy

“It
is very mountains [sic] and abounds in horse thieves and catfish.”
The composition began with these verses, entitled “The Far Off
West”:

Away, Away to the far off West

To the land of the prairie all so blest,

‘There lives the wolf and the grizzly bear

That will a man in pieces tear.

Of white men only a few,

Only the brave and the true

Have ventured to the far off Wes

"o theland of the prarie all 0 blest. [N.¥.P. L]
Although these lines did not presage a poetic career like that of
Peter’s famous uncle, William Cullen Bryant, they are evidence of
literary stirrings within the boy and a certain indication of his ro-
mantic interest in the West.

From the Smith school, Peter went to Knox College, in Gales-
burg, Ill. There are only two letters, both of 1854, written from
the college, and how long he was a student there is not certain
There is no doubt, however, that the far-off West continued to lure
him.

On April 6 or 7, 1859, Peter Bryant set off for Pike's Peak, prob-
ably accompanied by his Princeton friends Frank Pomeroy and
Henry and Frank Dee He at first intended to become a miner
in the gold “diggings,” located in what was then western Kansas
territory, but shortly after the end of May he and Frank found
themselves no further on their journey than eastern Kansas terri-
tory, where the two young Hlinoisans decided to fle claims in Jack
son county. For many months Peter labored on the land with his
friend Frank, meanwhile fecling keenly the excitement of the
imes and sharing his Kansas friends’ animosity toward the Mis-
sourians. Then, in May, 1861, just over two years after he had
said goodby to his brother Cullen in Bulbona Grove west of
Princeton, Peter joined a volunteer rifle company in Holton, and
was off “fayhawki

The first letter of this period of Peter’s life (1854-1861) is ad-
dressed to a cousin, presumably Emily Maria Everett, who was two
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years Peter's junior and the daughter of Dr. Oliver and Emily
Everett, of Dixon, Ill. “Em” was to write to Peter frequently, in
later years, until her death, of consumption, in 1863. The two other
cousins mentioned are Elijah (1836-1892), son of John Howard and
Harriet Wiswall Bryant, and Julian, son of Austin and Adeline
Plummer Bryant. Born November 9, 1836, less than a year before
Peter, Julian was to have a brilliant career as an officer in the 33d
regiment, Illinois volunteers, and afterward as a colonel of a colored
regiment. He was drowned in the Brazos river, Texas, May 14,
1865.
IL Tae Lerrens, 1854-1861
PrinceToN, March 20th, 1854

Dean Covsi [Extiy]

T received your letter in due time and was well pleased with it. There is but
little news here, Our school was out last week on Friday aftermoon. We had
the “grand final ‘We had two papers or written pamphlets containing the
compositions of the scholars, one edited by the ladies called the “G:
and the other by the
they were pretty
very well spoken. For my part, I spoke “Mazzini’s
people.”

1 believe the examination proved satisfactory both to teacher, scholars, and
parents; at any rate, all seemed well pleased. We gave ane teacher a present
of Shakespeare’s works & Byron’s Poems with two or three other large books
all of which cost about ten dollars. Julian Bryant ® made a farewell speech; n
large part of the school was affected to tears. The school had on badge
girls wore a boro knot on the side of their heads, and the boys a Imngle on
the left breast. You say in your letter that you take Harper's Magazine; Cullen
:nd 15 alw take it; I think the best story is about the fellow setting down in the

aint: “Sword of Mauley” 10 in the J«ml'\ry number. Father takes Putnam’s
\Ionthlv “but  thik  had et have I
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and we have to go five or six miles out on the prairie; then they are sometimes
very shy, and we can't tell when we are going to get any. It is pretty near time
for pigeons if they come around this spring. I saw a deer yesterday, and Cousin
Elijah shot at one the other day. The blackbirds have just begun to come
around. We will have glorious fun popping them over.

The weather is and has been very fine for the past two weeks. The man that
we have on the farm is one of the laziest fellows that ever was. He has run in
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debt to a merchant in town and has got mad at him and will not pay him.
He has taken advantage of the law, which allows him $60, and has nothing
that the merchant can get hold of. Father has tumed him off and got another
man by the name of Davis. T guess he is rather smarter than the other one,
for he has got his wheat in, and Hinres did not get his oats in until the 12th
of April, and he had no wheat. T had quite a tumble yesterday.
take a colt over to a Mr. Clapps,i1 who lives
and led another horse which I was going to ride home. When T had got about
a mile, the horse which I led broke the halter and got away. I could not catch
her, so 1 thought I would take the colt along down there, but it would not go
& Ihad no switch and could do nothing but cluck. Finally he reared up and
fell over backwards on to me, which stunned me, and the first thing T knew
there I was flying along rail road speed, heels upwards. One of my feet had
stuck in the stirrup, and the colt dragged me about 10 ods when the girth band
broke and I felt him kick me twice. I tried to get up and saw the colt about
% of a mile off “homeward bound” going at “pretty big licks.” I picked up the
saddle and started off towards home.

i T am not very badly
hurt and intend o go to work again tomorrow if it don't rain, though there
are pretty strong signs of it now,

[Letter unsigned, remainder presumably lost.]

The letter by Peter which follows is to his aunt, Melissa Everett
Daves, sister of Peter’s mother, Julia Everett, and wife of Francis H.
Dawes, of Cummington, Mass. Aunt Melissa took a great deal of
interest in Peter and his younger brother Marcus, and made at least
one visit to Princeton, I1l. In a letter of April 28, 1854, she had pro-
vided Peter with an extensive and ardent lecture on abolition. “You
probably know, Peter, that I have from my childhood been an out
and out Abolitionist, and I glory in the name, for T know it is the
cause of Christ. Itis a cause allied hard on to the bleeding Calvary.
Every bone and sinew of my body is anti-slavery, and T wax stronger
and stronger in the cause every hour I live.” Judging from Peter's
school compositions on emancipation and from this letter by Melissa,
the boy was at this time no radical. Melissa’s letter had continued:
“You said some things in your letter which you probably did not
mean. Now I would not allow myself ever to speak a word favor-
ing that corrupt system, be it said ever so thoughtlessly.”

In his answering letter, given below, Peter stated his position on
slavery—as of the year 1854—and then gave the news on Princeton’s
latest participation in the great debate of the time. The Joshua R.
Giddings whom he referred to was the prominent antislavery
leader from Ohio. A biographer of Greeley, speaking of the y
1860, calls Giddings “the messiah of the abolitionists

1L B C. Bradiby, op. cit, pp. 482, 483, mentions a Seth C. Clapp (1812-
a John Clapp' (1614-1850), Doih'of whotn wéke Sarees in Bemecs caorh, ¢
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erable with age.” “Little Dug” was, of course, Stephen A. Douglas.
Owen Lovejoy (1811-1864) was the brother of Elijah P. Lovejoy, the
abolitionist martyr of Alton, Il Owen, who shared his brother's
principles, was a free-soil statesman, Congregational minister, and
“underground railroad” operator in Princeton. He was much ad-
mired by the Bryants.
Praxceron [Tie.], Nov. 10th, 54

[Presumably to AunT Mesissa Dawes]

It has been some time since I wrote to you, and I sometimes think you have
ot angry “because forsooth I tossed not on high my ready cap” upon hear-
ing your glorious sentiments on the subject of slavery, but T belicve you prom-
ised to ot get angry if 1 would not. I don't think I am much more cross-
grained than usual about it. As I wrote in my last that T was not in favor

1 suppose you thought that I was well enough off, that there was
iting to me any more. If that is the case, I think I shall have
avery again. There are some good things in the Whig party

and some in the Democratic, but if the fugitive slave bill is a test of the Whig
party and the Nebraska Bill a test of the Democratic party, I belong to neither.
They call all that are not Democrats, abolitionists, out here, but I am not an
abolitionist not because T don't like the name, but because T am not in favor

neither am I in favor of the extension. If the
masters can be paid for their slaves, then let them g0; if not, work God's own
g00d time to overthrow it

e L
and has lately been honored with the visits of two great and mighty men;
mmel), Okt 1ot Gidnip 2ot Lida Dug.: M, Gldiiags e o vy ahls

cch, denouncing, of course, the Nebraska Bill, Giant, and all of his followers.
e T AT e e
Princeton). They had arranged seats in front of the , where
Giddings spoke (probably to deceive the people) as if they were going to
have great times. As 5000 a5 the itle fellow got here EeleTn
into an office and held a short consultation while one or two of his party
weat snd drumased up 4l the rowdies they could . They then roahed
up into the court room and filled up as much space as they could. Then
Col. Thompson,i2 the main prop, stuck his head out of the window and gave
notice that the Giant was too unwell to speak out of doors. Before beginning
his speech, he offered to let the “black Republicans” send out their David to
battle with him.

First he would speak % of an hour, then our man (Lovejoy) might speak
% of an hour. After that he would answer him. The first speech he talked
pretty decent with as good argument as might be expected. ~L{ovejoy] then
commenced and knocked over all opposition and was going on at a great rate
when tap, tap, went the chairman’s hammer and he must stop. Then up
jumped our little man, and such a volume of billingsgate as issued from his
mouth for two hours and a half I never heard before. When he had got

12 7. V. Thompson, a Bureau county farmer who was at one e sheriff and who was
gy pominint in Chc oo, DOVELS was his Dol ol Bradsby, op. ik Do 207,
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through, his friends set up a demoniacal howl of triumph which T never wish
hear again. 1 think the Anti-Nebraska army is stronger than before.
will certinly elect all the oficers on that side. But I must stop writing poli-

They are fitting it up again.
They stay at Uncle Austin’s now. They saved most of their fumiture. There
is considerable sickness about here now.

Our folks are all wel [Unsigned]

‘This particular correspondence between Peter and Aunt Melissa
ended inconclusively with a letter from Melissa dated November
24,1854, She was still attempting to convert her young nephew to
the righteous cause:

You say you think you will have to turn pro-slavery again in order to get a
letter from me. What does that mean? That you have once been pro-slavery?
From present appearances I should judge that you were not very thoroughly
converted from it yet. Rather a curious jumble one is in, to be denouncing the
old parties that are all festered and rotten in the corruption of slavery. You
denounce these parti . . . and then you say you are not abolitionist.
Peter's conversion to the abolitionist cause was to await his arrival
in “bleeding Kansas” five years later.

In the meantime Peter was corresponding with various school
friends in a lighter vein and on subjects of more immediate—and
probably of more emotional—interest than slavery. One of these
Tetters was to his “Smithsonian” classmate, Z. S, Hills, who later be-
came a teacher, then a school pi ; . At
the time, Hills was probably working as a store clerk in Lamoille,
Bureau county, IIL

PrinceToN [IiL.] Aug. 6th 54
P Huss

I wrote to you about four or five weeks ago and have received no answer, so
il ini e e A S
to tell you as there is no school, so I certainly can't tell you about the girls.
“There is no blackberries down to the lake. If there was, 1 don't know but we
might possibly drum up a load to go a blackberrying.

By the way, I am coming up there one of these days to see you and those
pretty girls that you write of, probably this week or next. But I hav
news yet. I understand that some of our Princeton girls are counterfeit.
paint themselves and daub on rouge. I hope there are not many
know that you don't like to kiss cheeks that are more bitter than sweet, if they
are redder, than I o,

This is a short letter, but my time is up and I must stop. Please write as
soon as you secure this so as to let me know if you are alive and slempmg

truly
e
[On left-hand margin, in Peter’s hand: “Not Sent.”]
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Although existing college records do not list his name, the follow-
ing two letters indicate that Peter Bryant was enrolled at Knox Col-
lege, in Galesburg, T, for at least a part of the academic year
1854-1855. Founded a year after Peter’s birth, the college was lo-
cated about 70 miles southwest of his Princeton home. Inasmuch

this distance would entail a two- to three-day journey by horse-
back in those days, Peter was effectively isolated from home and
friends from the beginning to the end of a school term, even at
Christmas. As noted in his first letter, the westward extension of
the railroad from Chicago had just reached Galesburg during his
fall term via the Central Military Tract railroad, which extended
from Galesburg to Mendota, 1L, where it connected with the Au-
rora extension of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy.

The Charles Bryant mentioned in the first letter was Peter's first
cousin, the son of Peter's Uncle Austin and Aunt Adeline Plummer
Bryant, of Princeton. The college records show that Charles gradu-
ated from Knox, with a degree of bachelor of arts, in 1858, The
cosigner of the two letters, who appears to have been Peter's col-
lege roommate, probably was Calvin E. Winship of Princeton, who
later served in the 33d regiment of Hlinois volunteers during the
Civil War and died at Memphis in 1862.

Knox Correce [GALEsBURG, ILL.] Dec. 8th 1854
Dean Fruw

1 received your letter last evening. Was glad to hear from you. I have re-
ceived two letters from Henry Martin since I have been here. They laid the

M T RR into town today. It was fun to see some of the people here who
never saw a locomotive before scatter when the old gentleman whistled. The
school is very full this winter, nearly three hundred in it. There are about
twenty in my class, Charles Bryant among them. Ch wanted me to tell you
to write to him and tell Cullen 1 to write, too. 1l him I want him to write

1 like the company here very well. wi
ism going on here as there is in Princeton. But I do not like the situation near
so well. i I like to have a place near the woods
‘where we can take a walk once in a while in the shade. Write soon and tell
me how all the folks are getting along. For instance, Elijah 14 and Sylesta,
Henry 15 and Pauline. When their weddings are coming off, for I want to
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be [sic] to them. Tell Elijah T want him to write and tell me all about it. Give
my love to all inquiring friends.
Yours truly
Peren Bavaxt  C. E. Wxsie
P.S. T will insert the following lines for Henry’s benefit
Lest Henry think he is supreme
There is a stage line runs between
And many a line may ofer it
And tum his gladness into woe
Knox Covurce [GaLesnong, Iut.] Christmas /54
Dean Fren,
1 wish you a Merry Christmas. T received your letter of the 15th inst. last
Saturday eve. T am well and hope you are  the e
Henry Martin the same day I received yours. F
on Thanksgiving day; spet the evening with Degr Pauling
answered his letter. Gave him a lecture on using tobacco. Did not let him
know that I had heard that he had commenced chewing tobacco. Told him
that no lady would admire a tobacco chewer and smoker, and T knew Paulina
didnot. Told him T boped he would prove worthy of her company.
e your Princeton Institute will prosper and become a great and flourish-
mg .mmm and send out men to il the seats of the legislature and Congress
o fill the President’s chair. Tell Lucien Smith that I am beginning
e o e anything about me. I wrote a letter to him when I first
came down here, and he has not answered it yet, or if he has the letter did not
come here. I am not going to write till he answers that, but think as much of
him as ever. Tell H. Elliott 10 to write and all others of my old friends. Mr.
Goodrich (that went to school there last winter) is down here, is going to
commence with the Prep class next term,
Wiite soon
Yours with much respect
Peren Brvant  C. E. Winsie

For approximately three years following his Knox College ex-
perience, Peter remained in Princeton, 1L, working on his father’s
farm. Letters written to him by his cousin Emily Everett and
various friends 17 indicate that he was enjoying an active social life,
particularly in exchange visits with his Everett cousins of Dixon,
TIL._ These letters, moreover, show that he had a continuing desire
to g0 west.

T it
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As early as the fall of 1856, Peter apparently planned to seck his
future in the Western territories, with an inclination particularly
toward the strife-torn but promising region west of Missouri. On
October 23, 1856, his cousin Emily wrote: “Do you expect to g0 to
Kanzas soon? You seem to be so anxious to go.” The reasons for
his delay can only be supposition, but the fact that he was only 19
and still a minor might have prevented him from taking such a bold
step at that time. A romantic reader might detect a wistful note
in Emily’s letter, and even unsentimental readers must allow for
the strong emotional ties of home, family, and the many Princeton
friends.

Whatever his reasons, Peter waited three more years, correspond-
ing meanwhile with friends like Robert H. Davis, who wrote to
Peter on April 20, 1857, about plowing and hunting on a Minnesota
claim. Then, in the spring of 1859, Peter’s plans finally took shape.
On April 6, just two months before his 22d birthday, he started out
with three friends for Pike's Peak in western Kansas territory. The
many letters that he wrote home, especially those to his two
brothers, provide his own first-hand narrative of experiences that
were crucial not only in his own life but in the development of the
Trans-Mississippi region and in the national history.

The following group of 22 letters, written between May 26, 1859,
and October 13, 1861, forms a fairly coherent and self-explanatory
account. In these letters, Peter describes vividly the hazards and
frustrations of homesteading on the Middle Border, and the eco-
nomic and political conditions under which he strove. Of particular
interest to the student of national and regional history are his ex-
uberant outburst on the election of Lincoln in his letter of November
11, 1860; his ironic account of the political machinations of James H.
Lane and Samuel C. Pomeroy in the letters of March 10, 1861, ff.; his
observations on the gathering of volunteer troops in Kansas, in his
letters of April 21, 1861, f; and the fast:paced little narrative of his

“jayhawking :

This first phase of Peter’s new life in the West ends with his reali-
zation that border-state guerrilla excursions were not going to decide
the national issue, and his resolution to return to Illinois and join the
volunteer forces being recruited from his old home county. By
January 8, 1862, he was back in Princeton, preparing for the second
phase of his life as a Northern soldier in Grant’s Western campaign.

The first letter finds Peter Bryant in one of the new settlements
beyond the Missouri:

228670
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Torexs, Klansas] Tlennrrony] May 26 [1559]
Dean Famien

“Our Pikes Peak operation has “gin out.” We traveled about 80 miles west
of St. Jo. During this travel we met about a thousand teams returning towards
the diggings 18 with very unfavorable reports, so we concluded to go south
and have got thus far. We are trying to get a job of breaking now. We can
fnd st ploty if we will take land or stock19 for pay

‘Cash money is very scarce here, and if we can find a job, we can get
$3.00 per acre for it or $7.00 in trade.

There are some splendid prairie claims 20 to be had about here, but no
timber. The best timber that I have seen is not half as good as that of
Bureau Co. It sclls from $5.00 to $20 per acre.

T want to take a claim but have not money enough to pay for it. I have
$36 in cash and my cattle and provisions and want to make all I can.

If you will buy me a land warrant for a quarter section, I will pay you up
with ten per cent interest as soon as I can. Land is to be sold here on the
15th of August at auction, and they will not take warrants for pay, so if [1]
get one T will have to proempt. They are worth $165 here. I am going to
e e o e ol Byl i Tk
to Engoria tnd oo wiatithe Judge ! can tell me.

e all v enry Dee talks of going home if we will buy him out,
snd 1 ik wa il Cru]«-\ spoke here last night. T did not hear him.

1 am wriing this in the Post Offce and must stop for the mail is going out.

Yo

Direct to Topeka K T
Torrxa [Kansas Tennrrony] July 8rd 1859
Dean Broruen [presumably Marcus]

T received your letter of June 12th some time ago and was 5o confounded
glad to hear from home again. Yours and fathers were the first letters that I
had after I came here, and it was so long that 1 didu’t know but you had all
forgoten me. 1 have been laving up fo ten ox wlve daye with the typhus
feve, but am abaut well s, We s e having some pretty warm weather
& st Thuliers i sonotey b & Heca shend of . $5 et T
Gomn about here looks prtty well. There s a fleld in sight of my window

ably an emer for “om the digeings” i.¢. the mining camps along Cherry
Vit old Had G Botvercd 1 1555 S e nfrenc s Fee 10 e
ing to Bike's Peak, In his st leter dated Aprl 7, 1861,
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which Kansas land conld be scquired during this period included: pub-
e sl e 30 ot 1511 e sl "or ol ande“and find
trapsiated to “OnkBeld™), a German fmmi-

tner, ‘Bichke:stled o the Neoho
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a fn y
Eomporis 1 e et Syproximaty. et Feer sctied n Jackson cony "8
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Hal Society, at Frine
lom« Grecley ook o m: r..w«mp ted i to Calforai, makiog po-
he 5 i oo e »Hm’”

Fisas, row th
o ol
iew on G

B 355! For Peter's ecly as a poltician, see leter of August 28, 1873
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where it is as high as a man's shoulders just as it stands without stretching
the leaves, Wheat is about all ripe, and some of the farmers have got done
cutting. They have not got to raising such thundering fields yet as they do
in the old country, but they generally have 15 or 20 acres. Farming is not
carried on very largely yet, but I think it will be some time, At any rate,
they have got a mighty sail to back them. ~All the objection I see is that there
s not half timber enough, although what there is, is pretty well scattered and
generally not of the best quality.

Game is very scarce right about here with the exception of rabbits, prairic
chickens, and quails. They are plenty as any one could wish. There are some
wolves, but we can hardly ever get a sight of them. The Pottawattamie Indian
Reservation bounds the town on the north and west, and we sce considerable of
the Indians. They lounge around town a good deal, and most of them are
ing to ik ol the Whikey the cun gt The Squews re ok 11 fierce as any
of them for it. 1 e o drove of Squaws the ather day. T

ere_from
gl, G ey e

1 suppose if 1 had had the “whisk” T could have lit on their fections like a
B peale bk s 1 o “no good,” and they didn't care anything
about me. —There is going to be a circus in town this week, and they say
0 Tt ot i i daix e ot we il ealmmada
Every Indian has his pony, and some of the old coves have thirty or forty
The Squaws ride straddle, but with short stirrups so as to bring their knees
nearly up to their chins. The little Indians can shoot the bow and arrow pretty
well. I have seen the whites split a stick and put in the edge of a five-cent
piece and stick it up four or five rods off, and they would generally knock it
out within five shots. The one that shot it had

You ask i there are any strawberries here. Well, I only lit on two or three
good patches, but the Squaws bring in lots of them. You can buy a six-quart
pailful for 15 cents. I saw more mulberries when I went down on the Cotton-

od{than T eve s e e Lt they. havo all g Lo g
Blackberries are getting ripe now. Strawberries are about gone on the Ist of
June. We are going buffalo hunting s F R e e malee
You fellows along, for instance Lige and Kit and the rest of you—

Pete

Tell Lige to kick Helen's starn and bid her good bye [insertion at top of
st page]

Give us all the news and girl affairs when you write. Your last was first-
rate in that respect— Frank sends his respects and Chet 2 his. Tell Lige to
write to Peter [insertion at top of first page

Hotrox [Kansas Tennrrony] Aug. 2lst 1859
Dean BroTimn [presumably Mancus]

Your letter of July 24th has been on hand a good while, but I have only
just ot on hand to answer it. It is awful hot weather just now, and we work
about as hard as we “dam please,” but that takes all the time, so I cen't get

ch to write

 Chet ind his gil are mentioned frequently i subsoquent letes.

2,
Stabxlnw ki G oruary 15, 1800, ima Siarch 5. 18051 Bossly thls Chestr Trac.
“ounded in the butle of Yazoo Fass, See létter of Apri 19, 1
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We are cuting hay now-a-days. L tel you, when it comos to swinging a1
old grass-hook all day and then to rake it up with a hand rake, it is as old
Mother Eaton said about the sage, “tryin’ to one’s soul,” especially in i this
Gl \»ealher, and Lord knows my embryo farm can't begin to sport a mower

e have lots of other things got to come first. Yet, far away in the

hard at work sawing down the prairie @
ut hold on, who is that out there breaking bis back over that crooked stick—
ah, that is different, that is Pete foday.
ould think one claim would be rather small for two of
in one lot
than a whole quarter of prairie without a stick within three or four miles of
it. 80 acres will be as much as I want to farm at present, and when I want
more there is lots of it close by. There is always somebody willing to sell.
“Things must look pretty sleck about home, now that you have got a new
fence, if you keep the weeds down, which of course you do. Mother will sec
to that,
Ahm.\l that school— Instead of getting Green meyered [?] myself, I have
perf e operation on
T afterwards found out that it was a real Missouri border ruffan den, and
they have fusses there every little while, 5o I told them I didn't want it.
‘Their wages at present are $25 per mont
to get a school about here if I can. The one I spoke of is down by the river.
1 am well acquainted with the school commissioner for this county, and he will
want my vote for circuit clerk, so I think there is a pretty good chance if I
am in time, and Il see to that
Buffaloes can be found 100 miles west of here on the Republican Fork.
1 was talking about it with an Indian the other day, and here is what he said—
“Ugh, heap, heap Ingen kil heap one, two, tree, hunner—heap white man—
no Pawnce.” —That means that he saw lots, his party killed 300, he saw a
great many white hunters, but no Pawnees. —It looks mighty “jubus” about
our getting off this fall, there is so much work to do. Still, T am in hopes we
may. —A hundred miles probably looks a good ways to you, but it is nozh,
ing after you get out here. You can see 25 of it at one stretch.
s g rilesis g oo e e e o
hosses. Still, T think it is considerable easier to ride.
wish you would send me some tecips for makiog difcent kinds of
sauce, or tell the girls to— We haven't had any in
siadstoe i dedomi Vi i it Aseligie gl o
cumbers and I don't know what all. We have the dardest kind of living
here. Somneimes it s ol pancskes, sometines ol something
lived for three weeks on nothing but mush and milk. We have tried most
veyting,codish not exepted, and 1 can o i as well as anybody. [ think
it would do you good in the feed line to come out here. They have the
i Ly S e = T e
Not all the women are nasty, but a
Pere

24, Beter 00 oventually do some scho) teaching, for 8 tme at law. See Fraok Pome-

roy's etter of February 11, 1861, and Peter's ltter of March 10, 1561,
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Hovrow K[ansas] T[emnrrony] Sept 25th /59
nosER [presumably Mancus]

T received your letter of Sept. 11th. I was very glad to hear from home
agnin. Tt seemed anost sn ago sinc T had  lter [ ws thinking about go-
ing to meeting today, but as it was a kind of a day and the preaching
e e e el o T it T o . W o bave oy, eqale pesmcc
ing here, but once in a while a Methodist comes along, and now and then

local” will get up and spout. It would be a good place for a smart young

n to get a start. The preachers here are generally rather poor, dry concerns
and, like Charles, would do well to “go and leave their bones” somewhere.

T am glad you have got the work so well along. It certainly is something
strange to get done haying before the Ist of Sept. We have got about 16 tons
cut, and I think we will cut a little more. We are engaged in building @ log-
cabin now, and it s awful on breeches. Frank has filed a praiie claim one
mile west of us, and by paying half T can have the benefit of his preemption
right, as he did of mine, and we have a year's time to pay it in, and I hope by
that time to be able to pay up all I owe on this claim. I wish you would ask
father if he wants my note for the amount of that land warrant, or does he
think I am trustable without it. T should think it would be better to have it,
50if I should happen to “go by Davy” he would be all right.

Our new claim has got a stone quarry on one comer, has plenty of stock
‘water, and is on the whole a very good

There are several claims taken in this neighborhood after the sales, though
there was only one lost by an actual settler, and that was through carelessness.

We are having fine weather, no frost yet. We have had some little of the

At one time all three of s were shaking. I suspect it would kind
ese hot days, but come to the stern
reality of the thing and it ain't quite o funny.

However, we took a dose of quinine each and got a botle of Ayers Ague
Cure 26 and have got bravely over it now, and you may bet we ain't sory. Our
“Sass” 27 operation I think are done for. We have nothing to keep it in, and
we can't get jars this side of Leavenworth.

We live pretty high now. We have taters, beans, tomatoes, corn dodgers
and all the melons we want to roll in. We have got about 1% bushels of shucked
hazel nuts (the benefits of ague). And on our claim there are more than fifty

. Then besides we have got a lot of dried grapes and
about a bushel of pickled cucumbers. I think we will manage to get through
the winter. Frank and I have a fair prospect of boarding out. I think we will
burn a lime kiln this fall. We can get plenty of rock, and if we can engage a
hundred bushels beforehand, we will go at it.” It is worth 25¢. Perhaps we can
get some dimes in that way. We can gt lots of work, but no money. They've

ing to trade. Our cattle are all “hog fat.” They play now-a-
. Write soon.
P. Brxant
gn, ..,a".'?,‘m',‘ﬁ‘):;ﬁ}‘.’.'.'f‘i.}’l.‘f.‘,'f“" 5 i i egion AbOwE AUEWE e d moe
el smmigrants sppears in Eail Wiley Hayter,

e ol
10582 CopubEel P . dlnciaion Bepariment of By, Nodiwarern nh

e BT . Aver nd Company,of Lowel, Mss.
27, Presumably  home-made preparation from sassafras
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Howrox Klansas] Tlenmurony] Feb 12th/60

Dear BrotsEr [Marcus]
your letter of the 29th ult. T dated one the same day which T
presume you must have got before this. I have been washing today. Perhaps
you may think it is big business for Sunday, but we have had a little fall of
snow, and it was thawing very fast today, so T had to pitch in and get some or

10 have the ague again. He had quite a shake today. We

s in old Rays timber for half. Some of it is pretty tough, We

have taken a job of making 700 for another man for town property in Holton.

We get six lots for the job and have our choice of three. I think we will do

some fencing this spring, though I can't tell whether we will stay here or not

We are going where we can make the most. Merchants in Leavenworth offer

810 per cwt. for hauling goods to Pikes Peak. We think we could make $300

at that. Then two of us could get a job of driving team for Uncle Sam to some
of the forts on the Frontier.

We have had the finest weather this winter that I ever saw, but very little
suow and no rain since the first of Sept. and not much cold weather. Wolves
are pretty thick, but so wild that we cannot get a shot at them.

Chet and I went out the other moming after it snowed and caught 7 rabbits
in about an hour. Rackley 2 is boarding with us and has his law office in our
cabin, so you may imagine justice is duly meted out. He is going to Holton
tomorrow to pettifog a case before a justice of the peace.

He takes the Princeton Republican, so I did not get any news in the one
Cullen sent me. We have a pretty good stock of papers now. We take the
Leavenworth Times and N.Y. Tribune, and Rackley has the Topeka Record
and Princeton paper, and we get along a good deal better than we did last
summer without any.

‘There is any amount of land here that can be bought for the taxes, principally
what is called Delaware Trust land, that is land that was sold in trust for the
Delaware Indians in 1857, and it is mostly very fine land.

There is some talk of sectionizing the Pottawatomie Reserve and letting the
Lodianssell it themselvesif they choose. If this is done, I think there can b

farms bought very cheap, and they have some of the best land in the territory.
i A s el throughout the territory are of
the best land.

Chet’s sister writes him of lots of chaps being spliced back there, amongst
them being Jim Vanatta. There has been but one case of the kind about here
since I have been here.

Prren BRYANT
Hovox, Jacxsox Co,, Klansas] Tlenurony],
Feby 20
Dean Faaen

I received your letter of Feby 9th, enclosing a ten dollar bill. I am s
very thankful for such letters and would not object to their coming every
X dhink tho bill is current here, for almost everything that bears the form of
money is; but not having had oceasion to use it, I have not enquired. —In re-

. B ‘l‘.:l‘ﬁ‘a",vvi"“n a0 B85 s Do, Ky Reckler, of B

herd Ho' Gl of discase conteiekod g the Civil Wane Sek Bevevs Ster of Shaemy
1, 1863. i 5 e
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gard 10 the farm trade, Frank offered to sell to me for the same that he paid,
with 12 per cent [interest] added. We have looked over the books and find that
, the sum of $211.35;

true T would like the land very

altogether, but T do not want you to run yourself short nor hire any money for
me. I can do that out hero by paying ineret enough, but 1 am unviling to
run into debt without seeing some way to get out again; and if you let me
have the money and I stay here on my place, as you and Mother scem o5 sk
1 should, you will have to lay out of it for some time, three or four or perhaps
five years; for I suppose you know by experience that in opening up a new
farm, it is all outgo and no income.

Tn regard to your never calling on me for it, T do not want it on those terms,
for if 1 cannot get along in the world now at my age [22], the sooner I am ou
of it the better. —There is still one payment of $75.00 to make on the land,
for which the man is bound by contract to take 25 acres of prairie-breaking.
It is due by the first of August. —This I will have to pay myself in case I buy
out Frank. It will be about two weeks' work with team. If you should con-
clude to send me money, T think I can make $175.00 do. I can manage to pay
the other fifty without much trouble by next fall, and perhaps have enough left

—As to the transmission of the money of

avenworth City

ad a land warrant sent in that way and got it without any

Frank intends to improve the claim that he fled on after the sales

1t is all prairie and a medium claim. If T should buy here, I will sell him my

interest, in that our quarters would then lay in a body, and not one 80-a-mile
from the other as now.

T will send you a rough map that T have drawn up, by which you can
perhaps get some idea of how the land lays. —Since I got your letter, I have
about given up the idea of going across the plains, though it does seem as
though I had [not] seen half enough yet

Frank and Dee have been having a lttle touch of the ague lately. My health
is excellent, and by feeding on com dodger beef and potatoes I have got quite
fat and now only lack a few ounces of weighing 180 Ibs.

We are having very fine weather now and kave had all winter. There was
a shower the other day and the first rain that has fallen for five months. Iam
sl 0 hene that Culen i going to West Pont, thugh it seems to me that it
will be a pretty tight squeeze if he gets reccived a “Republican”
er two since. Young Rackley is boarding e s e
Know whether he will settle here or not.

Peren Bryaxt
Hovrow, Jacksox Co., K[asas] Tlemrrony],
March 4th 1860
Dear Bromsen [Mancus]

1 have received your letter of Feb. 16th. I had gone to Atchison when
it came and didn't get back till day before yesterday and don't suppose I can
get anything there on time for your paper which comes off in four days, so
T guess I had better drop it. But if you get into such a snap again, just let

w in time and I will try to do what T can for you, if wnless like this
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time T happen to be away from home. T went down to Atchison to help haul
up a saw mill to Holton and made $20 in five days, but have to take my pay
in sawing when they get in operation. Lumber s very high here. Oak and
walnut lumber sells for $25 per thousand.

S0 you have got a lyceum going again, have you? What has become of
the reading circle? —We have a mock legislature in our neighborhood, and
Frank is speaker. We bring in bills and discuss them, and make laws with
all the dignity imaginable®9 I have been to meeting today
since I have been here. The Methodists are going in largely just nos
have about as brilliant a preacher as the

his motto was that he had “always had a kind heart,"—a

sad, “Lord, tho knowest we s, great sianer, tho-chiof smong ten thou-

sand vely.” ‘The Methodist are quite numerous in

the territory, and they say that before three years they are going to rule Kansas.
1 gota letter from Cullen yesterday. —I wrote to Sarah Olds 30 a while ago,

but have got no answer vet. It is getting dark, and I must wind up. I am

somry that I dido't get your letter in time to write a piece for your paper.

ETER BRYANT

Horox, Jacksox Co., K[ansas] T[errorv]
May

Dean Brorsen [Coriex]
Yours of April 6th came to hand today. It has been on the road a good
while. 1 dated one the same day to Marcus and Father and have received an
T expect to go down to Topeka in the course of a week
We are breaking [ground] some about now, at preseat for De-

g
summer, and ten acres of breaking to be done by the middle of May 1861.

It is a pretty good price for a pony, but it is the best that I can do, and I
had rather pay it for horse-flesh than for quinine or “Ayers,” which I certainly
would have to do if I “toted” around in the wet grass after the bulls every
‘morning. It is very easy catching the ague here. If a fellow is a little unwell,
it is mighty apt to tur into shakes. It is pretty easily cured now, but won't be
after it gets to be hot weather. I have had one chill since last fall, and Frank
and Chet have it every little while.

Itis very dry here. We have had but one or two slight sprinkles this spring.
Frairie breaks ety hard, but we v gt  thundering tesm, and the old sod
has to roll, dry

Fr R s stopping in Holton, waiting for a
chance to go to Leavenworth. He was admitted to the bar last week. He is
going to leave his books with us and see a little of Kansas.

The grass here is first rate, notwithstanding the dry weather. Cattle fat on
it the quickest here of any place that I ever saw. Bully was sick this spring
K egitore of 1007 Sakombson rom e, L Sevid o B, oo bt I the

. g of Jnin O and Louss Biyunt Old,te it of Gyus By, S
lived 1839-1860. 2
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and got quite poor, so that T began to think he would visit “San hedrin” and
would have to buy another ox, but he has got fat again and my fears have
departed.

In regard to snakes, they don't bother anyone here but Chet. Jovel 5
gl 5 see him Jop. whest o “gat” ges too the. furuw. 1 thick T have
seen him leap 8 feet right straight up in the air at sight of one’s tail. Ratle-
snakes are about as thick here as in Ilinois. I don’t think we killed over twenty
last summer.

John Ritchie;?! one of the “Topeka Boys,” has just killed a U.S. Marshal
who was trying to arrest him on some of the old scores of 56, and Old Buck's
men 32 were all around the territory trying to find him. He is probably stowed

Govemor has offered $300 reward for him,
County have held a meeting and resolved that Mr.
Govemor could not have him. He has got the “get up and git” to him a good
deal like Lovejoy. By the way, Lovejoy has acquitted himself nobly. We could
not have asked more of him. 1 hope he carries his “iron” so as to be ready if
any of those Southern scamps jumps on him.
PerER BRyanT
I have not received that money yet. T wrote to the Express agent and told
him where I lived and to let me know when the package arrived. The river is
very low. It takes a good while for boats to come from St. Louis. [Inserted
at top of first page.]
Torexa, K[ansas] T[emrrony],
May 15th 1860

strength of that duplicate, but when I showed your letter and an answer that he
wrote to my inquiry, I got it without any further trouble, They are v

ticular who they lot havo packages. This man was civl, but the ageat hero
last summer was far from it.

1 enclose my note for the amount. It will probably be three or four years
before I can pay it all up, but I will try and get it off my hands as soon as
possible.

We came here yesterday and are going to work for the same man that we
did last year. He told us a while ago that he wanted us to break 75 acres for
him, but T do not know whether we will o it or not. There is no grass here
for the cattle. Everything in that line is dried up. The grass at Holton is
very good, and 1 was surprised at the difference that there is in thirty miles.
i very, i d Eikton, 80 s s tha the wioter whest willnck amonmt o

Here it is not three inches high. Spring wheat will be in the same
L e e il g

81 Jobn Richi of Topeks who was musteed i July 1 of Company
A, Fifib Tegiment, K oved o liateoant solaiel Sentember 10, 156,
5! I st Tepinenty and was promoted 5. coloncl Sccond Todin bemse pards Mook
25,1563,

82 Th foerl olfcrs o Fresidens Buchanan,

. Both Peter and T, FL. Dawes' (e buband. of Petes st Mol ment on
7y dease of SOt BSOBIe i congrs
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supply the home demand if it had come to anything. But very few have
planted any com here. They are mostly done at Holton.3¢

I do not know how long we will stay here. We bought a yoke of cattle, [nr
which we break 23 acres. If we do any more, we get the money for it.
get $3.00 per acre and board ourselves. That is as cheap as anyone can .nﬂnrd
to do it and pay Kansas prices for provisions.

en I was down to the river, I went to the Land Office and found that

im had been entered by a speculator. He intends to contest

Gen. Whitfield 35 says there is no doubt but what he can get it. It will make
him some cost. There are one or two others about there in the same way
Henry Dee entered one that had been filed on but no improvements made.
He need not be alarmed about it. He can hold it without any trouble

you come out here this summer, as Marcus told me you anticipated, I
wish you would bring out my riding bridle and martingale. I can’t get one here
without paying two prices. I should be very glad to see you out here, and
would take great pleasure in showing you the “elephant” and my place.

‘The Missouri River is very low. ~Steamboats do not run any higher up than
Atchison, and they all wear “grasshoppers” to lift them off from the sand bars.3®
T waded the Kaw yesterday and drove across four yoke of cattle. Deepest spot
3¢ feet.

Yours affectionaely
Breant

Torexa, uwm] T[:nmmn],
May

20th 1
Dean Broraen [Mancus]

1 received your letter of several dates (the latest of which was May 10th)
yesterday, and today I feel in about the same fix that you say that you did;
i.c, damed lazy. T went to town today and got the papers and found that
“Old Abe” was the nominee, and T was awfully tickled. 1 thought that Seward
vould be nominated. Didn't think that Abe had a ghost of a chance, but T
am glad that he has got it. T believe that he will be President. At any rate,
if we are adumitted you may bet the last hat that you have got in the world that

“Bleeding Kansas” will roll up 10,000 majority for him, and if you don’t win
We are tearing along as

usual with our old breaking plow and five yoke of cattle

come, but it is awful hard work. It s very dry.

in a while, but not enough to do any good. T

their heads and say they are afraid that they are not going to make any crop,

and T tell you it looks mighty billous and very much s theugh those thnt

been in the habit of living on hog and dodger would have to take the hog clear

this time.

234 T the s of 1 s drought, Levet Sping wroe: “For mare thay

Beople were o wpon po g i s o which

e kS T s espoSte Kl Phe Frude o i Wot for
G (st ). e " in Teters of
: o,

59, InToughing It (New York, 1915). p. 17, Mark Twain described o diffca: scday
o'y i ont S Tous e P AT ek Twain doeribe sted o0
occasionally, and rested, and then got out bur crutches and spamed over.”
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peka goes on with her improvements as fast o faster than ever, and how
e ey e apoous ey b
around and everybody makes something. There is hardly a man here but is
ready to trade anything that he has got, from a jack-Knife to a quarter section
of land.

It scems to me that there has been an awful smashing up of things in Prince-
ton lately: seven weddings right straight along. By jove, T will have to hurry
nckif X am ging o get & woman thee. ‘There is, however, some consolation

old saying that “there are as good fish in the sea as ever were caught
Eoid you may have a mortgage on my hat if I bach’ much longer.
m sorry that the apples are all killed, for I was in hopes that I would have
a chance to get some next winter. How do you work it about the farm now
that Cllen s goneP Do you keep  hired man, o do all the work yourself?
1 suppose you double bossee now, ain't you—

s to your shaking while on 1 (e 1 o G cm A Yo
could not get the hang of it in so short a time. 1t will be worth quite a pile to
50, for you can wear home your moccasins and greasy overshirt and be a pretty
big man when you get bac

You may send along all the papers that you have a mind to now. T don't
get any except what I buy at the news office. We take one apiece in Holton,
and Frank has all the benefit now. Why don't you and Chat [Charity] write
once in a while.

Peren Brvaxt
Hourox, Jacksox Co., K[axsas] T[ennrrony],
July 22d 1860
Dear Brotser [CuLLex]

1 have received your letter of June 25th. We left Topeka about four weeks

0, but I have been there since .\n(l e [Boona) i
A T sl 2l ko e ek T to your operations.
from your description um Bt oertet o v

0 e a8 o g & kst e I I
“bullwhacking” 37 all day it prairie team. As to “yanking out,” 35 T
should think your =i get the hang of it after a while, so that you
could come it over some of the older chaps,

There is not m: : ol Coopre admeaed ad-
mitting us [i. e., Kansas territory. w state], everybody gets mad if a
wond ls sid shoat politcs, and they fal % cusing OId Bock [President James
Buchaoan] aad. the democrcy genenally, i o mancer that woukd
Christian'’s hair stand on end. There are some Douglas democrats here. There
L ol couw ke 2 22 s o o lici s
but they won't make much of a hurrah.

We have broken up about 90 acres of prairic this summer. We broke 50
at Topeka. We quarrelled with the boss down there, and he won't pay us.
1 am going to build a house this fall, dig a well, and fix up generally; that is,

et ready for the woman. We are having an awful drouth here. Everything

xs to the Westorn practico of driving a team of oxen with a sho
hiv.

3s. s possibe that “yanking oo

m.,um e o . BBty Apromin. o Lo soboiEeh Wave o the ey
A s e by e American Tty srvioes i the 100
ntury as an mmvdulr o “French loa ” £
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is drying up. The prairie got afire yesterday in sight of my cabin and bumt
over more than a thousand acres. You can get some idea by that of how dry
it is.

here every three or four years. If that is the case, there is no use of trying
to raise grain for a livin

You must have had some great times running around to Conventions,
visiting, &. Did you find any pretty girls in your travels? What kind of a
Tooking piece is Amanda Towers? I have heard great boasts concerning her
beauty. T would be devilish glad to lear that T had one good-looking cousin.
Do you know why Sarah Olds never answered my letter? Did she ever get
wind of my shooting her parting sermon at the ducks? 1 feel a little curious
in regard to it, but as to the feclings that they bear towards me, I don't care
4 d-n what they are. If they don't like me, they are not under the least
necessity of “putting.”

T suppose that none of the teachers or professors ever get hold of your
letters, do they? 1f not, I can tell you some yams once in a while that I dida’t
like to write home where the women would see them.

1 will get back home this winter or not, but if I do, you may bet your hat
that T won't come back here again without a “frow,” for I have a notion of
having some “bark” a little different from squaw. Wite me soon.

Prren Breant

T have been trying to get Mark and Lige out here on a buffalo hunt this
fall, but hardly think I will succeed. Cyrus did not come out as he talked.
The Judge has got a “darter.” [Insertion on side of first page.]

Kickapoo [Kansas Temmrony], Aug. 12 [1860]
Dean FataEn

T have received the land warrant and located it. It came by express to
Topeka, and I left there with it on Wednesday morning. 1 have travelet
about 80 miles since and 50 of it with an ox team.

It kept me dodging to get around here in time, but “the deed is did,” and
1 feel a good deal better now. Tomorrow the Land Office is closed to pre-
emptors.

Here they don't seem to think there will be much sold, but after the sales
they will lay warrants to a large extent. Warrants are worth today $157.00.

ETER BRYANT

Twill write again when I get home.

B

Hourow, Jacxsox County, Klaxsas] Tlenrror],
November 11th, 1860
Dean BroTien [presumably Corcex]

T have just received your letter of the 2Ist ult. First and foremost, T con-
gratulate you on the election of “Honest Old Abe” It makes me feel good
all over. “Tis true I've been expecting it for some time, but when I heard the
news from New York and Penn. and right from home, from the “Old Sucker
State,” T just “hollered” loud as T could put in for two hours and a half, away
out here by myself on the prairie with nobody but " and “Bull
to hear me, and I have not got over it yet. The fit comes on onmmmn,.
and I yell out Hurrah for Old Abel in a way that makes the heavens ring,
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and the echo from the hills on either side catches it up and sends back, Hur-
rah for OId Abel Old Abel Abel All nature rejoices. The sun shines clearer

s will sprout.
Evening before last the northern lights gave a grand display, and last night
during the shower, lightning played strange antics across the sky, and old
thunder bellowed Hurrah for Abel

I tell you, if Kansas isn’t glad nobody is. But this is not the end of good
news. Last spring Jackson County went Democratic by 17 majority. Last
Tuesday our side had 23 majority. I say, Hurrah for old Jackson! = Altogether
we will have a tearing up of things before this time next year. No more Land
sales. Lots of money, and lots of grub. Hurrah for OId Abel

Times are very hard, to use the words of the “Judge,” hard as the lime-
e ndstiolout el et And T think down on the Neosho, where

w” lives, they are still worse. They are sending provisions and
money here from dhe States, The headquarters are at Atchison. Gen. Pom-
eroy [is] commander, and if he does not make a good thing of it, you may
bave my hat. He was agent for the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society
and made $20,000 out of that, and you may bet that he has not forgotten

it was done® Still, T hope for the best. I do not ask any thing for
myself. T can get along well enough, but there are many poor men with large
families that will have to have some help some way or other, and I do not
thiak it is fair that speculators should pocket what the good people of Ilinois
give, as they think, to relieve the

T have been digging a well lately. T had to go 50 feet. It was no small

1 have not got my house done yet. Money is so scarce that building is
very slow work. I have made but $15 in cash for the last three months,
though 1 have been at work principally for myself. As to going home, that is
out of the question. And when the woman that I used to talk about so much
will be forthcoming, God only knows.
as we anticipated. This fall we had too much business to attend to. A great
many went from here and brought in large quantities of meat. Buffaloes
came in quite close to the Settlement this fall within 80 miles of here. There
was one killed anm five miles from here the other day, but he had got
strayed away and lost

Sackler 1 sl i Halton and says st b e leave until he makes
enough to take him off. How did you dispose of your stock at home, or did
you just leave it to take care of itself? They S they are still riding
“Sal.” We are all well

PeTER BRYANT
Hovtow, Klaxsas] Tlenrrony], Nov. 14, 1860
Dean Brotsen [Mancus]

Yesterday I received from you two papers and a letter. One had been on
the road five days, another eight, and the letter nearly three weeks. Therefore,
1 don't see as it will be of any use for me to write anything for your paer.
Bhe:lcllss, T am cross as a bear tonight and couldn’t write anything pleasant if I
shoul

T suppose Old Abe is elected and T am very glad of it. I hope we will have

35, Pomeroy was the ol for the snyruplows St Dbty i the novel The
Gided Age (1873). by Mark Twaia and Charies Dudiey Waraer TN
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better times now. Jackson County gave 17 Democratic majority last spring,
This fall our side had 23 majority. Last night they had a great jollification in
Holton. They made some big speeches and devoured quite a number of apples.
“The Democrats are a good deal down in the mout]

You say that the folks talk of sending me some provision and other things.
Well, if they send along a Im’ml or two of ﬂmu ey need not be afraid but
what it will be accepted, and you say that you “have no doubt but what they
would send along a little “ S,mmlwlxr if nrnlad " Tam very much afraid that
it will be needed, though T had almost as soon be hung as ask father for any
more. T owe Frank $50 on that land yet, and he has finally got his arrange-
ments made so that he has got to pay for his right of nd he wants the money.
1 have got $25 salted down that T calculated to go home with along towards
spring, but that plan wil be knocked on the head.  But what troubles me most
is where T am going to get the rest. I have tried to sell a yoke of cattle, but T
cannot do it for money. Then I tried to borrow. One man offered to lend me
$50 and take a mortgage on my place and 20 per cent interest.

1 tell you I am devilish sick of this buying land on tick, and if I ever do it
again, T want you to take your gun and shoot me. My place has cost me nearly
$600 besides the work I have done on it, and if anybody should offer me $500
for it tonight, they would not have to offer but once. Here I am paying 10
per cent for money to huv land with that won’t pay 2 per cent. Almost as good
a bank to put money in as Binghams Mill dam. But if I get out once, see if T
S p ey beter luck,tllfaher he may expect another
begging letter in the course of a weel

As to that grub, if they take a nnlmn to send any, tell them to send it as
Kansas Relief, directed to Gen. H. C. Pomeroy, Agent—Atchison, K. T. Put on
a private mark, and direct a letter to him stating the facts. By this means T
will get it for 12% cents per cwt. freightage. Otherwise it will be $1.25 per cwt.
1 believe Dee has sent for some, and it would be well to have it come together.
‘We did not go to Towa. A man went from Holton and found it didn’t pay.

1 see by the papers that folks are giving money quite hhrnlly in the eastern
cities. I wish they would send some to a poor boy in this neck-o-woods. T got
2 letter from Cullen a few days ago. He talks as though he had to work. 1
want you to get me four bushels of seed wheat, and I will try and get the money
tc pay you before you send it. I will send you the sermon in a day or two.

11 well.
Peren Breat

During early February of 1861 Peter Bryant made a trip from
Holton to some place unknown. This may have been one of his
frequent business trips to one of the Kansas “settlements,” but it
appears that he combined business with social pleasures, and it is
possible that he was on a courting mission at this time. As indicated
by previous letters, the need of a wife to establish a real home on
the Kansas prairies was much on his mind during these days. In
his absence, his friend and farming partner Frank Pomeroy took
care of the farm and looked after Peter's livestock. Frank wrote
to Peter as follows:
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Hovtow [Kaxsas]#0 Feb. 11th, 1861
Dean Peren

Your letter I have neglected to answer until the present time. 1 am at the
old cabin, but there has a decided change come over things here. As they are
for the better, L have no fault to find.Chet, with his better part arrived today.
The “thing was did” one weck ago today. The past week he has been around
among the bretheren. The boys ave followed o Fthflly with theie Band,
but have not succeeded in bringing him out. They are expected here tonight.
1 they come, I suppose Brother Dee will invite them in. If he don't, they swea

( word, T can't spell it)41 him two weeks.

You are undoubtedly having fine times with your litle woman, if the sleigh-
ing is as good there as it is here. It has been fine sleighing for five weeks. Yes-
terday and today has been warmer. If it does not change before tomorrow,
there will not be much snow left. Your money T sent all right the next day.
after T sent the note to Lewis. He refused to take it. I took it to Holton and
got the gold but have not paid him yet. Conscquently I can't send the note
but presume I can next time I write. I have not received any money yet, but
1 presume I shall before long, as the boys have been paid and Eph. Parks has
gone after the money. Gov has not been home, nor will he at present for the
reason that they can't get a furlough. The Blacksmith's bill is paid, and Gordon
says nothing, so T guess there will be no trouble with any bills outstanding.
The school goes along all right.

Dave is almost the best friend I have on the Creek. He will pay his tax

out any fuss now. Your rail maker I have not heard from. He has not
‘made any rails, and I presume will not. Your stock does pretty well, though
1 think it does not do as well as it did last year. The reason, I think, is that
the hay was cut too late. Rachel looks well.” She will not calve before March,
perhaps not before middle of that month. Large Jake had the diarrhea after
you left, which made him very weak, but he recovered and is doing well. The
Test of your stock is all right. I think we will feed them all com before lon;
1 have two weeks longer to teach. Thrashed my wheat today. Had 48 bushels
et says that he has not received his paper yet. He wishes me to tell you to
send for it right away, if you have not. Wite again to me. Tell all the news,
not forgetting the girls.

Yours,
Fraxk

Hovron, Jacxson Co., Kansas
March 10th 1861
Dean Brorimen [presumably Mancus]

1 received your letter of February 17th several days ago, and T believe 1
had one before that was not answered, although 1 cannot find it now. My
reason for not answering that is that I was so full of business that I could not
find time. While 1 taught school I was at home only a lttle while Sunday,
and then T generally had something clse to attend to. My school is out now,
and nobody is more glad of it than L I am now engaged in the exciting
game of a race for the Presidency; i. e., mauling rails, and you may take my

40, Ahngh nefthe Frank nor Pt takes ot ot in these letcrs Kansas was
o st ek, having becn bt o e Unions on Jamuary 25, 101

Frank probably Intends the word “charivais the old.custom of 4 noley mock sere

12 G 3 SoRn TS wel o e Petes ate meen t i e s 1 20 Tomesents o
Ehet ana'nis ride,
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word for it, it is & “heap” more satisfactory than mavling sense into young
ones’ heads
Judge Oakficld was here to sce me last week. He got here Monday night
He was pretty well fagged out and hungry as a bear.

)
He stayed until Wednesday morning. He could not reconcile
himself to bachelordom and advised me to quit it as soon as possible— His
talk about the apples and cider made me wish I was back home again— He
thinks Emporia is a long ways shead of Holton in every point of view and
wanted I should sell out and go down there. 1 told him that T was far enough
off from civilization now, and didn't care about shaking all the year round.
He however made me promise to come down there on a visit next winter if
I didu't marry before. I do not see as famine makes any alteration in him.
He is the same jolly fellow that he always was.

We are having very fine weather now. Farmers that can get seed are very
busy putting in their wheat. I never saw winter wheat look better than at
present, Our cattle live on the prairie without hay. Some have not fed any
for three wecks. I predict a smashing crop this year, and if you of Suckerdom
are likely to starve, send to us for aid— Perhaps, though, it will be well
enough not to count chickens until they are hatched.

There is considerable excitement just now in regard to who will be our
U. 5. Senators. There are a good many applicants, and it is very hard telling
who is ahead. Jim Lane 42 stock was very high, but it seems to be falling.
Pomeroy, I thiak, is gaining slowly. There is only one reason why I should
like to see him senator. That is that he would work for our interest in regard
to the Pacific R R. —1 believe the old cove is a good deal of a knave. Our
Representative favors Lane and Delehay.#9 I rather prefer Lane and Judge
Ewing# or Col. Phillips$5  —However I have no favorite that I wish to

.

We have just xzcewed 0ld Abe’s inaugural address. Its high tone and firm
resolve smell strong.

Have you seen Thzdenx Hy:ms leuzn to Gov. Andrews, Greeley, Sumner
Conway, and others? 46 They ar pack of lies. Thadeus ought to be put
in jail again, or sent to the Lunanc Asylum. The State is bad enough without
lying about it. The scamp has kept thousands of emigrants from coming in
here this spring.

Ten to one if we have a drouth again in twenty years.

P. Brvat
S e L b e D S S S e iR
E s
L e e T
Thcmas Eving e who wes on he Regublian satotiketas cie fsic.
Mﬂm%mu.m P, vho Cane s Tars i 1055 o cmponden o Grelys
Thaddens Hyat was hend o the Kanas Tretorial Rlf Compitee et v 10 aid
st SR of i T T ST S
oo e T
Diniel Conwiy, Massachusetts Clergyman and caancIDAIORIS
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Hovtow, Jacksox Co., Kansas
‘April 7th, 1861
Dean Brotsen [Macus]

1 received your letter of March 26th yesterday. 1 am not in the habit of
answering letters quite o soon after their arrival, but I got my hand in today
and concluded that T would clean up the whole list, hence it is [remainder
undecipherable]

am just as full of work as I can stick nowadays, and it keeps coming
thicker and faster and more of it all the time. 1 have o idea that I will
ever get through.

We are having fine spring we w. Tt was quite dry until about a
e e e e i et T A e
My wheat is up and looks first-rate. I got two bushels of Club wheat and
sowed it last week. I think it was the handsomest wheat that I ever saw.
There is any amount of wheat in the country now; every farmer has some. 1
think Kansas will be fully tested this year in regard to her wheat-raising quali-
ties. 1am going to put in ten acres of com and some potatoes.

B . w1 by et o e feiar ey, Ve

a Company breaking team as heretofore, but will probably break mostly for
ourselves. We have contracted for about fifty acres—don't get any cash—and
Ere should happen to come full of dollars, the prospect is rather

e o o ymem, that T left Princeton to o to Pikes Peak
and have not got there yet, but for the past month I have had the greatest
notion in the world of going; but driving team 17 is a dog’s life, and God knows
1 have lnwd hard enough as it is. 1f I could only st the pay, T would be
perfectly satisfied to let them go to Satan with the
ol e BAOASAF Nt Wo elctio ol . U.S, Sesnton Fs T
was ahead, and old tub-of-guts Pomeroy followed, as T was afraid he would.
T don't know of any way except to grin and bear it, but there is one consola-
tion: that is that Jackson County did ot help elect him. The old cove hired
a big house in Topeka and fitted it up in grand style and lived like a king,
and those representatives who voted for him went there and boarded free
gratis for nothing without paying a cent until election was over. Then
S.C.(amp) vamosed and left the unfortunate reps to hunt other lodgins
There has been a change in our post office "um;, :md it is said that we
will get our mail directly from Atchison after st o
1t s Fuvored that there 1 & wild e 1 thi nelghtirhood. Those who
th kers

met
scratch gravel as though they were running for a wager. The other day a
couple of girls were out in a ﬁeld driving up some cows. The chap saw them
and made a break and caught one, and in a scuffle she bit off one of his fingers.
The nec ey e gty father bosted all ey fox tho fellow wifhout ucsems.

7., My the Atcison and St. Josoh uflond was Sihed, n 1900, the £
e, ffom Achiso (8" Stenmost Dl o ritona conections wih the
dcﬂmlwboqm o towe v doved with he sacempents

g b
"I Gvetind Frad T e AT
2 inga” Timtorial Ko, . 150, By
i e Do ey s wose o iy e

238670
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He don’t wear any clothes except a coat. This is the yam. and it is current

here. However, y0 lieving i
Now in regard t Chet's “gal.”  Well, in the first
place, she is a Methodist snd chock full of Jesus fust like himself, far com-
th a good deal, dresses pretty neat, tolerably
d ankle, higher, deponent knoweth not.
P. Bryaxt

‘plexion, mediu size, shows her te
good looking, and b

Hovro, Jacksox Couny, Kaxsas.
April Tth 1861
Dear Broren [CurLex]

1 have not had a Iczm from you for a long time, but that matters not

h'\ve got time to w day, and the devil only knows when I will have again.

am chock full of \vork now, and every day it comes thicker and faster and
‘more wf it. Ihad an idea when I was @ boy that after I got to be twenty-one
I wouldn't work so devxluh ‘hard as I did at that time, but I find that I was sadly
‘mistaken, 1 bl t 1 have done more work since 1 left home than I ever
did all put mgelhcx on Cym.\\ farm, and yet when I look around I can hardly
see where I have made a mark. If a fellow comes here without anything and
expects to make a farm without doing a good deal of hard work, he slips up
on it like thunder.

In regard to my matrimonial prospects, they are not half as bright as they
were three years ago. Gods! I thought then that I should certainly have some
‘bark long ere this, but as Bumns says, “The best laid plans of mice and men,
g at sgly” Ao now | don't know s I shall have any for three years to
come. By the bye, 'tis just two years ago today since we bid each other
good-1 by n! Bill Bony Grove.#8 It seems to me as though it was but yesterday.
Stil, when I look back, what a h-1 of a mess I have waded through; some
of the toughest times and hardest grub that ever I saw- v in &
Bear I is the fim I deal with, and I woulda't flunk out and go home a poor
devil as I am now, if Cyrus would give me his whole farm.

We are going to run our breaking team again this year and farm it a little.
T have got in four acres of wheat and shall put in 10 or 12 of com. The other
boys each about the same as myself. The weather has been quite dry until a

Since then it has rained nearly every day. The grass is not as
year.

The senatorial contest is ended, and our two pompous ‘Generals’ Lane and

roy have been chosen, It is said there was any amount of wireworking

e s Tatl o e

rlzunk mansion and boarded free grat a :\].l the representatives that voted for
Whether he fed them on “Aid” 49 or not, deponent knoweth ne

\\lrnl do you think of Old Abe’s phn of evacuating Forts Sumter and
Pickens? % I don't like it at all. T can’t endorse it in him any more than 1

48, Bulbona Grove, i the western part of Bureau county, Tlinois.
xial Rlif, Committe (see Foot:
o o fundh ot o the commites o et
breiiens Duchepan bad o v s sl o what to do abon the Atlanic

Cone fort:the Ureture of which had been demanded by the Souier et Afer con
aiing Wit iy Sl he caine, Lincin b apparenty dcidd, by Mareh 16,

Tt the forts e e ms, i b E S of
mofichl samouncements made by iy e Wara Lamon, ere
ad been deinitly decided, upon. . Peter no doubt T

s Gl o Yo hat by o dake o this Jeir Lincln had changed i mind nd b
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could in Old Buck. It seems to me that they might be reinforced. If he has
not got the power, let him take the responsibility, the whole North will back
him. When it comes to getting down and licking spittle for the d----d hounds,
1 am gty apposed to it d be to “coerce” them and hang
ever traitor if T had to clean out

Tudge Oakield was here to seo me ot long si e said that a few
days before that Peter Sweet, while starting out of G
was kicked by a horse and had his leg broken. He had been living pretty
high . . . and had got his blood in @ bad state, and his leg began to
‘mortify, and they didn’t know but it would have to be amputated. Chet is
chock full of Jesus and is running a Methodist gil pretty hard.

P. Bavant

Houton, Jackson Counts, Kansas
April 21st 1861
Dax Famnzn

1 received your letter of March Slst several d:

We are having very fine weather now although n(hzr ‘warm for hard work.
The grass grows very fast and our cattle got fat as hogs. —In that respect
I think we have the advantage over Northern Illinois, for we feed our cattle
a little com during winter and tum them out and get them fat on grass and
get them into market before you get done feeding h:

We have ot planed any com el 1n fat,we are rather behind hand with
our farm work in consequence of having so much fence to build. We are
going to put in about 10 acres each. I have got nearly four acres of as hand-
some wheat as I ever saw.

‘We put in our garden stuff some time ago and have got com, onions, peas,
potatoes, and melons up and nicely growing. My cow has got well and quite
fat. She gives about eight quarts of milk per day. I think you do her great
injustice in calling her an “old cow,” for she is but very little over two years
old.

Secession is the all-absorbing topic here, and the capture of Ft. Sumter
produces a good deal of sensation. We have organized a military company in
Tioltm, and 1 1 sc hoes aeo about f be two more oxgunized a the Comnty,
Every man that is capable of lugging a musket is itching for a fight. We
have two or three secessionists among us, but they have to keep pretty still or
they would get their walking papers. The troops have all withdrawn from the
frontier, and the Kiowas range within a hundred miles of us. There is no
telling what day they may be in here. Besides that, we are somewhat sus-
‘picious of the loyalty of Missouri, There are three secession military companies
at St. Jo and several others along down the river. They threaten to tear
up the H. & St. Jo R. RSL to prevent the troops from Ft. Keamey from going
to Washington. In case Missouri should go with the South, Ft. Leavenworth
i e A e e R S e e
there except the quartermaster and a few laborers who have charge of about
sent the fllfated expedition under David D. Porter 10 reinforce Sumter and Pickens. Sumte
m‘w..m‘:?'“ T o rendered Ao D e o Lintln o s pary e
i 1857 s up to 1860, “the
monognoly.on the carying of goods
St o the Missonrt an'the way {0 the Far Stes—Robert Edgar Riegel,
i Story of the Western Ralroads (New York. 19360). p. $76.
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thirty pieces of artillery and a thousand stand of small arms. Last Thursday
up to Leavenworth with the secession flag flying at the masthead.
“This roused the ire of the Union boys, and they sent to the captain a desire
that he should take it down. He refused. They then got out the “Kickapoo
Baby,” planted it on the leve, and loaded it, and told the captain that “if he
't haul hat d-—d thing down and ru up the stars and stries in los
than ten minuts, they wonld blow him to hel” This was argument enough.

ap. improved. i time, and in lss than three miutes T Unkots flog s
ahuled and foated proudly in the breeze, und such o hurrsh as burst from
thot coowed nevr groeiod the vile ratlemake, —Hopiag wo may sooa have
a fight, I am

Yours affectionately
Breaxt
G, Jacksox Co., Kaxsas
May oth 1861
Dean Bromuen [Corcen]

T received your letter of Apr. 7th about a week ago. Today wi
a rainy day, and 1 am squaring up my correspondence, and this letter
part of the proceeds.

e b , but things are apt to be carried to extremes; this

rakng th weather was deligiful, by and warm; about the midall of the
forenoo a Tt cloud shout as big as your hand made s appearance in the
northwest, and in less than an hour it rained and hailed and poured down
water which ran on the prairies in streamlets large enough to tum a small
mill. It would have made us grin to have scen the like last summer. 1 do
not anticipate any trouble by drouth this season, but if we are not drowned
out we will be fortunate.

‘There is nothing talked about here except war, and the boys of 56 fairly
itch for a fight, They have got a grudge against Missouri and the South that
they will never forget until it is wiped out in We have organized a
Volunteer Rifle Company in Holton and are awaiting orders from Gov. Robi
s It a tha th Precklet s 3 roquistion 1o i o two egiments
If that is the case, I should ot be surprised if we had to march

Our Capt. 5 Wan, F. Creits a captain in the troubles of ‘50 and. the
prince of devils in a fight and of good fellows in a frolic, and as much of an
abolionst as Lovejoy or John Brown dar be, Your dear brother hus the

g first licutenant, a Hckdish place in time of & charge
et e A e TN e
T T e T T S o o

Dr. Charles Robinson, of Fichburg, Mass, who became governor when the state
cotered e Ualon S 180 5 o
il company, shortly aftrward

s, .,.A..,d s el ooy soppie o ,\mm
. s Gechnent had

Eratulted by Goneral Ostetausy
s it s wounded af the Batle of
Siviens, ks on Joy 4, 1883, He wat mosered oot Augik 11, 1854 ot Lesveamwor
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X don' want you to feel bad in the least because | e lieutenancy
before you have, but you must remember that I a

Do you think the Cadets have a chance to see any active sorvice? What
do you suppose \mh" would say if both of her boys should become fighting
cocks? Have you seen the Princeton [1lL] papers? I tell you old Bureau
[county] shelled out the volunteers with a vengeance. _She raised seven com-
panies, and 1 presume some of them are in Washington before now. I have
not seen the muster rolls and don’t know who has gone. 1 hardly know what
to think of M. [Misso In]‘ whttes she will secede or not. They are or-
ganizing and arming a great many companies just across the river, and you
may bet we are not behind them n that respect. 1 will wager my bat that

[Missouri river] wouldn't stop us this time. Are any of the Southern Cadets
in the Academy [West Point] now? Father writes me that he is going east this
summer. He will probably give you a call. T am devilishly in hopes that our
company will be sent east. 1 would manage to stop at Princeton an hour or two.

Our crops look first-rate, but I don't know as they will do us any good,
for all three of us are “stuck.”

P. Brvaxt
Houtox, Jackson Co,, Kansas
Sept. Ist 1861
Dean Broraen [Cutes]

T received a letter from you a good while ago dated June 17th, but I've been

so busy ever since that I have not answered it. Perhaps you would like to
hat I find to do. There is enough to do if a fellow has a mind to take
hold of it.

1 didn’t go into the army as you probably expected, and as I expected to
one while. Tl tell you why. When we first organized a company here, we
offered our services to the Goveror, and he wouldn't have us. Then our
Captain got authority to raise recruits for the 3rd regiment, and two days before
we were to report at headquarters, it was changed into a cavalry company, and
1 was too d-—-d poor to buy a horse, so I was out again. There was about
30 went from here. Dlave] Rackley went with them. I was as mad as h-1
because I couldn't go, but perhaps it is all for the best. The fellows have to
stick to it devilish close, and there is no dodging off to run home to see the

suppose you've heard of “Jayhawkers,” haven't you? (The secesh in
ises.” 1 t

. Itis nice to make them whistle so they do cut the bark.  Again
it affords infinite pleasure to be straddle of something that will get over ground
Bke h-1 greased if the Texas devils are after you at the ratio of 200 to 25. But
the best of all is for about fifty of said “Jay-hawkers” to get after three or four
B e e
is fun, t0o, to stampede a big drove of horses for some jolly old “Secesh.”
a good idea, too, once in a while to get one or two of “Butlers contr
Vente you can get good. The two latter come under the head of “press-
Negro slaves, Gen. Benjamin Franklin Butler reasoned that since slaves were

.
e B S R PR N Vi
escaped from their owners to Union lines e
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O course, we don't “press” much, but then we calculate to make the

institution support itself. I hardly el extensively as it

has heretofore. Our General (Jennison) 55 has received a colonelcy in the
o0d many of the boys will go nto his regiment.

command of any brigadier.
directly from Fremont50 His regiment are all mounted, called

Rangers. He finds horses (1000 that were pressed) and equipment. It is a
d—d good place if a fellow wants to fight. He is always ready for a skirmish,
and I never saw anyane so careful about losing X

has given the boys for being so reckless. No, say I, they will all get to hell
a d—d sight sooner than they want to.

You think we don't know anything about dsill. T don't suppose we could vie
with you West Point boys, but by G-d we can shoot. —What d---d asses they
made of themselves at Bull Run.57 1 swear "tis a shame to our cause.
thisk the North had s0 many d-—d cowards. 1 like McClellan. T thnk he
is grit. Sigel is bully, but he made a h--1 of a mistake at Springfel

am at home cutting hay now and attending to my fences. Dnn'l Know
whather I shall go back again o not. When you write, send to Holton as usual.
1 may get it sometime if some “Secesh” don't force me to take passage in Old
Charon’s dugout to the Shades.
Peren
Hovox, Jackson Co., Kansas
Oct. 15th, 1861
Dean Brotsen [Curex]

T have just received your letter of Sep. 22nd. I am sorry that you sl\mlld
suppose that I would be “going up the spout” at this interesting time. 1 in-
tend no such thing, but mean to live and sce the thing through if passlble
You say that I was ambiguous in my last letter. I was not aware of it,
though T swear I've forgotten what I did write.

Perhaps I didn't tell you that T had been o Missouri to see the country

&e.; that my old gun had made rebels bite the dust; that I didn't get killed,
and maybe other things; but I believe I hinted at them pretty d-
‘That's all I'm going to do. Suppose I should be brought to trial here or here-
after for shooting a man, and you should come in as witness with papers stat-
ing over my sgature that 1 G shook him. Woulds't I be i d—d prety
mess! But T'll try and be plain this

oL = e T S obihenta) comidion s L T
of Jackson County Union Guards. In July our Captain raised a company
and went into the army, and I mustered about 50 men and went into Missouri
All the difrence between us [s) he favhawked under cover of Undlo Sum

from Govemor Rlobinson]. I marched when I
3ilonsed 1, whea b was tald b 1 ket sty plomdr.(F Tichosa) o

55,  Charles . Jemnison, a guerrilla leader, beoame colonel of the Seventh Kansas volun-
teer regimen

5. Gen Jobo C. Feemont,sace Ty commade of the Depurtment of the Wes.

7. The Union defeat at the it battle of Bull Run, July 31, 1861,

55, The Batle of Wiken's G <k, near Springfeld, Mo., 6a Augut 10, 1901, P
refers to Usion: Maj. Gon
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didn't. T took my pay as T went along; he, when he could get it. I bave
dishanded my squad; he has got to stick her tll war is over.
‘Jou Missouri has a d-rd desolate look. Now settlers south of the
river are very scarce, We cleancd out one side, and old Price 5 the other.
s about 15,000 that nn,.mlzod expressly for plunder.
dnd cowards. My boys have whipped the
outnumbered us two to one. I never ran but once.
with 25 men and ran into an ambush of 200 Texans. Then spurs came into
Four of my men went under and seven or eight were wounded
but got away. It is a wonder that we were not annihilated. They fired a
Volley of more than a hundred shots, and we were within 5 rods of them.
Their horses were in a ravine nbnut zo rods back, else T probably would not
be writing now. But I've got
1 suppose youd like to ow what I thak of wer, 1 think it s & d—d
hard way to make a living, and if a fellow has not got a constitution of iron,
‘pecuniary matters, I didn't bring home a d—d red.
Well, I didn't go to make money. I went to fight. When we disbanded, I
gave up all that T had except a mule and pony to the Goverment boys.
When T got to Leavenworth, I was out of money and hungry as the devil,
and I had my mule put up and sold at auction. He brought $17.50. I
expected to get a hundred dollars for him when I took him, but jayhawkers
were oo plety.
been home nearly a week now. I am going to Illinois in a fortnight
f T oan get maney to tako mo there. I nover saw money 5o i
a1 e 2ot vt home since July, and they don't know where T
If you write to any of them, don't say anything about my coming.
ik 1 shall go with the army afterward if 1 can get into a cavalry company
that suits me.
T dow't like what you say about Fremont. Influential paties at Washington
bave ried theis 4 dest to cripple him and have well nigh succeeded.
it fow arms and litle monsy, what could the e do that he has not?
Then to take away. 0 of his bost Togiments, to goard Washington when they
ety T 0000 ot i A st T\ s o
well to look to the Capital a little before you condemn Fremont.%0 As to
Lexington, T know tis bad, but if Mulligan wanted reinforcements he should
not have sent word to Fremont that he could hold it against all hell#1 The

Mai Gen. St Pris (1600-1867) ofthe Confedeatofoce. Price s goemmr
o e &2 sie of Missugt 18531867, wes ommander of the Missouri fard Ty
' V. 10, p. 274

L
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troops have not lost their confidence in the man yet [i. ., Fremont]. When T
Lf,trswes il of i g rnovd, et cxsd gret exament, and
they swore if he was tumed out they would disband and go home.
administration wants to see this thing go on, for God's sake let them h.(p him
Jittle. Don't write again until you hear from me.
Peren Bryaxt

(The Concluding Installment, Including Letters of 1862-1906, Will
Appear in the Winter, 1961, Issue.)




