Bypaths of Kansas History

ZIP 1x A Post OFFicE oF 1886

From The Daily Sun, Parsons, March 10, 1886.

Postmaster Frye attempted to clean out the stovepipe in the postoffice
yesterday with a three-ounce charge of gunpowder. The powder was rolled
in a lot of paper, thrown in on the coals and the stove door quickly shut. He
intended that it should shoot up through the chimney, but it didn’t do that
way. It tore the stove and pipe down, and nearly frightened the postmaster
and clerks out of their wits. Fortunately there was but little fire in the stove
and the damage resulting was only trifling

Soaxme It Up

From the Free Press, Hays, January 2, 1897
Two tramps in a neighboring town hit upon a novel plan to get some
i They went into a saloon with a gallon jug and had it flled with
Jiquor ma offered a dolar in payment. Of course the bartender refused the
money and emptied the liquor back into the barrel and the tramps took the
jug and dcpuncd Later they were scen to break the jug over a stone and
squeeze out over a pint of liquor from the sponges which they had placed on

the inside of the jug.

A KANsAs MUNCHAUSEN
From the Hoisington Dispatch, October 12, 1899,
B

a good many remarkable characters besides Mrs.

v Sen. William A.] Peffer and [Cong. ‘Sockless’ Jerry]
Simpson,” said the Club Philosopher. “I have reason to think the Kansas
Prevaricator can give points to Count Esterhazy and win ont. 1 met him
during a recent railway journey from St. Louis. He was reading a newspaper
and.threw it down Tmpatianl, remacking hat tho Igaorance of e o
spondents was vast. “They speak of a fitful blow in the south as like a Kansas
R e of B e e
These are better represented by the man who had been for a

month there and who said, when asked how he spent his time, that for three
of the four weeks he chased his hat. These winds are more tiresome and per-
sistent than violnt.  That's why Peffrs long sun-Kissed wmmh are only
frayed at the ends. There are occasional cyclones which spare nothing in
thir path, except infants, which they deposit in a tree top miles away without
swakeing them, but they are forgoten n th long roks of pucoaing wince®
then spoke of the Interstate Hat Commission as though
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nothing of it. He said it was a commission recently appointed by the gov-
ors of Kansas and Nebraska to meet at Topeka next wee

T i 35 e v v douts s & 1 of v,
sometimes in scattered small groups or singly. Soon or late it is
ry man in Kansas to have his hat blown away, always to the ne
St 4o the north
o the winkr, of course, the biting Arctic winds sweep down from the
They are not less constant, and not less powerful than the hot winds
¢ summes. Tho people of Nebraska then suffr the experience of the Kansans
The hats and capsgo huring down ino and all ovr Kanss, The experienced
inhabitant of Nebraska never buys a summer hat, knowing he can depend on
L i e o o i s s et
air the winds shift, and the Kansas man stands bareheaded and with his ey
searching the northern sky for a headpiece from Nebraska. Year after year
the citizens of the two states have wrangled over the matter. It is natural
that in such windy communities they should often come to blows. Two years
ago the legislatures of the two states took up the controversy, and the outcome
is the appointment of the joint commission (o cffet an amicable setlement.
e question at issue is the relative value of the hats blown into th
states. Nebraskans maintain that as the hats from Kansas are summer wear,
they are mostly of straw and thercfore of less value. The Kansas people reply
that the Nebraska man doesn't venture out of doors when he can he
winter, hence the number of hats that come into Kansas is much smaller.
that a large proportion is of the home made coonskin variety. It is a knotty
pmhlcm e R shall give money to boot.
“However, there is a chance that trouble may be avoided in the future;
that there will be o frther Jos of hata,  The govermor of Knnsas bas st a
ommittce which includes a hatter, to interview the Long Tsland boomerang
Srower whose feats have boen Gescribed in the newspapers. It is his hope
that it will be possible to construct a hat rim on the principle of the boomerang,
5o that when the hat is lifted from a western head by the wind and carried
toward a neighboring state it will turn after the usual gyrations of the stick
and fall at the feet of i =

'WoNDERS OF THE ELECTRICAL AG

From the Parsons Daily Sun, September 7, 1915,

OskaLoosa, Kaxs., Sept. 7.—This town s noted for the fact that the men
here go to church, but, like the apt saying that originated in Batle Creek,
there’s a reason. The preachers must cut their talks short or leave the music
off the program. The electric light plant is not operated on Sunday, but for
the accommodation of the churches where there are pipe organs that are
operated by electricity, the current is turned on an hour, from 11 to 12, The
choirs must hurry up their music, ad the prescers st cot their sermons short
o get through within the hour. Churches which wish to increase the male
attendance might try the short service plan and it would undoubtedly work
in other towns as well as it does here.




