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You can visit Kaw
Mission State Historic
Site where 30 Kaw
Indian boys lived and
studied from 1851 to
1854. Exhibits feature
the history and culture
of the people who
gave the state its
name.  Kaw Mission
is located at 500 North Mission, Council Grove. For summer
and winter hours and admission information visit
www.kshs.org/places/kaw/, or contact 620-767-5410, or
kawmission@kshs.org.    

Hard’s Chief Village is one
of the properties on the
National Register of Historic
Places.  Administered in
Kansas by the Kansas
Historical Society, the
National Register program
helps to identify, evaluate,
and protect our historic and
archeological resources.  Funding programs, such as tax
credits and grants, are available to listed properties. To be
eligible for the National Register, a property must be at least 50
years old and retain its historic appearance.  For more informa-
tion visit www.kshs.org/resource/national_register/ or call
785-272-8681, ext. 240.

Wah-Shun-Gah (right) followed Allegawaho as primary
chief.

or reeds; at the top, in the middle, an opening is left for
light and smoke.”

The villages were abandoned in 1848 after another
treaty agreement.  The remaining Kaw residents were
removed to the Council Grove area. Hard Chief himself
died sometime in the 1860s. Allegawaho was chief to
the Kaw people when the last of their land in Kansas
was relinquished in 1872.  The 194 remaining Kaw
were removed to Indian Territory, present-day
Oklahoma, where today the 2,861 members of the Kaw
Nation live.

The 1987 excavation of Hard Chief’s Village
discovered at least 15 possible houses and revealed that
the Kaw were dependent on trade goods.  Items discov-
ered include iron axes, an adze, a drawknife, a metal
bracelet, projectile points of brass and iron, glass beads,
glass bottle fragments, and clay pipe fragments.
Animal remains include a horse, deer, dog, bison,
turtle, and mussel shell. 

Because Hard Chief’s Village offers a rare combi-
nation of written records and archeological resources,
we have a better understanding of this Kansa village.
Kansans today have the opportunity to learn valuable
insights about the people after whom the state is named. 

Fourth graders will be learning
“Why Is the State
Called Kansas?” with
the Read Kansas!
card series.  Students
learn about the Kansa
and their traditions.
Created to teach
students to analyze and
interpret primary source
materials, the cards meet
state standards in Kansas
history, reading, and writing. Further information is available
online at www.kshs.org/teachers/, or at 785-272-8681, ext. 419,
or education@kshs.org. 
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Join us for a special
150th anniversary
celebration of the
Pony Express, August
26 in Hanover!  This
full day of fun
features pioneer

demonstrations, 1860s historic clothing, and a reenact-
ment of the arrival of an Oregon Trail wagon train, all
at the Hollenberg Pony Express Station State Historic
Site. More at www.kshs.org/places/hollenberg/.

Shop for books on Wilt Chamberlain, the Kansas City
Monarchs, Wichita’s first professional baseball team,
former Royals’ player Denny Matthews, and sports
alphabets at the Museum Store.  The Store features
numerous sports-related gifts and books for all ages
related to the special exhibit Game Faces: Kansans in
Sports. Check online for a more complete selection at
www.kshs.org/store/.

Celebrate your Independence
Day at Fort Hays State
Historic Site in Hays!  This
fun-filled patriotic event
begins with a free picnic
featuring hot dogs, chips, and
iced tea followed by folk
songs and stories of Kansas.
The Hays City Summer Band concert  is followed by a
huge, free fireworks show. More at
www.kshs.org/places/forthays/.

Enjoy free screenings under the stars on four consecu-
tive Friday nights at the Kansas Historical Society in
Topeka. Movies are projected on a wall at the west end
of the grassy plaza. Concessions include hot dogs,
popcorn, candy, and drinks.  The sports-related movies
are July 13–Knute Rockne: All American, July 20–
Hoosiers, July 27–Brian's Song, and August 3–A
League of Their Own.

This window into Kansas history is one example of the
images that will be available when Kansas Memory
makes its debut in September. This new online resource
will bring thousands of Historical Society  photo-
graphs, diaries, maps, and artifacts to the Internet.
You’ll also find materials to complement state history
standards.  More at www.kshs.org.

Join the many individuals, organizations, institutions,
and corporate members of the Kansas State Historical
Society, Inc. This not-for-profit organization invites
people to join together in support of
Kansas history. Members receive
free admission to KSHS sites,
discounts at the Museum Stores,
invitations to special events, and two
quarterly publications!  More at
www.kshs.org/joinkshs/.



June 22 – 23
Territorial Days
Constitution Hall State Historic
Site, Lecompton

June 28
2007 Border War Forum
Prairie Village, co-presented by
Shawnee Indian Mission State
Historic Site, Fairway

June 28
Readings on the Porch
William Allen White House State
Historic Site, Emporia

July 4
Independence Day
Fort Hays State Historic Site, Hays

July 5, 12, 19, & 26
Summer Storytime
Thursday mornings
Kansas Historical Society, Topeka

July 13, 20, 27, & August 3
Sundown Film Festival
Kansas Historical Society, Topeka
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Correction:
Reflections, Spring 2007
The 11th Kansas Cavalry was not an
African American unit.
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August 19, 2007
Band Concert & Ice Cream
Social
Kaw Mission State Historic Site,
Council Grove

August 23 & September 27
Kaw Councils
“Our Fabulous Flint Hills” 
Kaw Mission State Historic Site,
Council Grove

August 26
150th Anniversary Pony Express
Festival
Hollenberg Pony Express Station
State Historic Site, Hanover

September 7 – 9
Applefest & Cowboy Hoedown
Grinter Place State Historic Site,
Kansas City

September 21 – 22
Historic Fort Hays Days
Fort Hays State Historic Site, Hays
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