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The summer months offer great opportunities to delve 
into Kansas history—whether it’s a visit to the Kansas 
Museum of History or one of our 16 state historic sites, a 
walk on our many nature trails, or a trip to research family 
history at the State Archives & Library. To make the visit 
even more memorable, our museum stores offer a wide 
variety of gifts and books about Kansas to share with 
friends and family.

Jeannie Loyd is the retail coordinator for the Kansas State Historical Society, 
Inc. She blends her love of history with years of experience in retail stores. 
Jeannie’s grandparents settled in Kansas in the late 1800s. Her grandmother’s 
diary, shared with her family, recounted experiences living in a sod house in 
Graham County. The family sold their farm during the Dust Bowl era and moved 
their seven children to southern California. Yet, the family’s connection to  
Kansas was made, and Jeannie was born in Phillipsburg and graduated from  
Fort Hays State University before moving to Topeka. It was through these family 
connections that she gained an appreciation for the state’s history. 

With her background in retail, Jeannie is currently developing new products 
for Kansas 150, the state’s sesquicentennial year, in 2011. 

“I take pleasure in meeting the people who visit our Museum Store including 
school children, foreign visitors, and numerous people from across America,”  
                 Jeannie said. “My goal is for our visitors to remember their trip or to 
                  learn more of our Kansas history through special items they purchase  
                    in the store.”

Jeannie Loyd 
Retail Coordinator
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During his pre-teen and teenage years, Thorpe grieved the 
loss of his twin brother and his mother and father. Each 
time he coped by running away from home and school, 
including Haskell Indian Nations University in Lawrence. 
In 1904 Thorpe began working on a farm, then returned to 
school at Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania, 
where he began his athletic career. 

Thorpe excelled at every sport he played. He competed 
in track and field, football, baseball, lacrosse, hockey, golf, 
swimming, bowling, and wrestling. He even won the 1912 
intercollegiate ballroom dancing championship. 

Thorpe was a running back, defensive back, place kicker, 
and punter for the school’s football team in 1911 when he 
scored all of his team’s points in an 18-15 victory over 
Harvard. The next year Thorpe led Carlisle to a national 
collegiate championship. One of the games that year was a 
victory over Army where Thorpe played against future 
President Dwight Eisenhower. Eisenhower injured his knee 
while trying to tackle Thorpe and he later recalled Thorpe 
in a 1961 speech.

       Here and there, there are some people who are 
supremely endowed. My memory goes back to  
Jim Thorpe. He never practiced in his life, and  
he could do anything better than any other 
football player I ever saw. 

Thorpe was awarded All-American honors in  
1911 and 1912. While football was his favorite sport, 
it was his performance in track and field that made 
him famous.

In 1912 Thorpe represented the U.S. in the Summer 
Olympic Games in Stockholm, Sweden. He competed in 
the long jump and high jump competitions, as well as 
the pentathlon and decathlon, for which he won gold 
medals. When it was later reported that Thorpe had played 
semi-pro baseball prior to the 1912 games, he was stripped 
of his amateur status and ordered to return his medals. 

Thorpe continued to pursue professional baseball and 
football careers. He played for the New York Giants, 
Milwaukee Brewers, Cincinnati Reds, and Boston Braves 
baseball clubs. He played football for the Pine Valley  
Pros football club and the Canton Bulldogs. While  
Thorpe played for the Bulldogs, the team won three 
championships and in 1920 was one of 14 teams to form 
the American Professional Football Association (now 
known as the National Football League). Thorpe was the 
first president of the association. He later played for an  
all-American Indian team in Ohio called the Oorang 
Indians. Thorpe retired from pro football at age 41, having 
played in 52 games for six teams.

The Pro Football Hall of Fame inducted Thorpe in 1963. 
In 1982 the International Olympic Committee approved 
Thorpe’s reinstatement and presented two of his children 
with commemorative Olympic medals. The Associated 
Press poll of sportswriters and broadcasters named Thorpe 
among the top three athletes of the 20th century behind 
Babe Ruth and Michael Jordan.

All American  
Native American

Born May 28, 1888, in Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), 
Jim Thorpe’s given name suggested that he was destined 

for great things. Raised as a Sac & Fox Indian, he was given 
the name Wa-Tho-Huk, which means, “a path lighted by a 
great flash of lightning” or “Bright Path.” His early life, 
however, was full of tragedy. 

Real People. Real Stories. Jim Thorpe – 1888 -1953

Photo courtesy of Library of Congress

r e A l  P e o P l e .  r e A l  S T o r I e S .



2     kshs.org

From Our Collections 

Race fans watch a sulky race in the 1890s in Clay Center.

Tracks to Fame:  
Harness Racing  
in Kansas

The whirring of sulky wheels and rapid hoof beats on a dirt track thrilled Kansas  
fair-goers in the late 19th century. Harness racing was a highlight at many county  

and state fairs and satisfied the audience’s need for speed. 

In harness racing, horses pull lightweight sulkies, a single 
seat cart with two wire wheels, and compete on a one-mile 
circular dirt track. The driver carries a light whip, for 
which use is restricted by frequency and severity. The 
horses are either trotters or pacers. Trotters move together 
their opposite front and hind legs. Pacers, the faster and 
more popular of the two, move together their front and 
hind legs on the same side. 

Colorful fair posters with illustrations of harness racing 
helped draw spectators to events around the state. With 
the sport’s popularity, several successful race farms 
emerged in Kansas. Horses became well known in their 
own right and drew fans who came to watch them race. 
These superstars went on to produce legions of famous 
and successful offspring.

Jewett Stock Farm in Cheney was one of the more 
successful racing farms in Kansas and home to Patchen 
Wilkes, “a magnificent specimen of a well-bred trotter” 
with “lofty carriage and splendid conformation.” The 
trotter was known for his bad temper, but he produced a 
number of competitive offspring. Breeder Henry C. Jewett 
of Buffalo, New York, operated the farm as an expansion of 
his New York facilities. Jewett sold Patchen Wilkes in 1896 
for $10,025, and all his stock because, he told the New York 
Times “he feared if he reserved any this would cause him 
to continue the fascinating pursuit of breeding.” 

At the 1879 Kansas State Fair, Elmo Pilot and Joe Young 
competed for the title. The Topeka Commonwealth said it 
was close the “first three quarters, but just before reaching 
the homestretch, Joe Young came to the front and led 

2     kshs.org



   

See a sulky, harness, and fair posters in the “Before 
Cars” section of Cars: The Need for Speed, now through 
November. You’ll also see stock cars, dragsters, and 
midget racers. kshs.org/places/museum
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under the wire  
by a  rail length,  
winning the  
heat.” Joe Young is buried in a standing position near his  
hometown in Peabody. He sired Josephine Young,  
who was bred to Patchen Wilkes. Their colt, Joe Patchen, 
and his offspring, Dan Patch, became stars.

Born in 1889 in Peabody, Joe Patchen had extremely 
long legs and was called the “iron race horse of the age.” In 
1899 Topeka Mail and Breeze wrote, “Patchen’s untiring 
courage as a race-horse seems to be without peer.” He 
eventually sold for $22,500 and sired more than one 
hundred foals. Dan Patch, the most famous of his offspring, 
was foaled in 1896 in Oxford, Indiana. 

So popular was Dan Patch that the Kansas State Fair in 
Topeka designated September 14, 1904, in his honor. He 
was to attempt breaking one of his own speed records. 
Unfortunately, he became seriously ill the day before. 
Veterinarians examined him and many doubted he would 
survive. He did recover but not in time to race at the Kansas 
State Fair. The newspaper reported that 15,000 people 
attended the race in hopes of seeing the famous trotter. 
“Thank heaven Dan is now getting well,” said his owner 
Marion Willis Savage, in the Topeka Daily Capital. “The 
surgeons tell me that he is now out of all danger. I think 
that we will leave him here for a while.” The popular 
harness horse continued racing until his death in 1916. 

Prairie Dell Farm of Topeka, owned by Robert Ives Lee, 
was another of Kansas’ well-known race farms. Lee kept up 
to 25 stallions and 150 mares and operated a half-mile 
racetrack on the 320-acre farm. Robert McGregor, an 
impressive chestnut stallion, was called “Monarch of the 
Home Stretch.” He sired Creceus, the one stallion that held 
the world’s trotting record. Lee helped improve the quality 
of trotting horses in Kansas and organized the first horse 
fair in Kansas. He closed the farm and sold the horses in 
1908. In 1973 the Kansas Historical Society acquired the  
80 acres, where its headquarters are now located.

VISIT | KANSAS muSeum oF HISTory

Find gifts and books with a racing theme when you 
shop the Museum Store in Topeka and online.  Our 
selection of toys includes vintage metal racecars and 
also features children’s books on cars. kshs.org/store 

SHoP | muSeum STore

Tracks to Fame:  
Harness Racing  
in Kansas

See samples of our outstanding collection of fair 
posters, and view photographs of harness and horse 
racing in our online  
digital archives.  
kansasmemory.org 

browSe | KANSAS memory

This poster promotes 
a sulky race at the 
Cowley County Fair.



Robert Quinn Rohde Endowment Fund

S A V e  o u r  H I S T o r y  |  S u C C e S S

S A V e  o u r  H I S T o r y  |  N e e d
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Digitize Civil War Collections
As part of the commemoration of the 150th anniversary of 
the Civil War, which begins in 2011, the Kansas Historical 
Society will digitize its vast Civil War collections—letters, 
diaries, government records, photographs, artifacts, and rare 
print materials—for kansasmemory.org. 

This project also creates lesson plans for teaching about 
the Civil War in the West. “Bleeding Kansas” conflicts 
between Kansas and Missouri continued throughout the 
war, influencing national opinion. Lesson plans will meet 
national history standards related to the Civil War, with  
specific emphasis on the war on the Kansas-Missouri border. 
This project will provide a valuable and lasting legacy for 
schools and students of history across the nation. 

More than one million users have visited  
kansasmemory.org since its beginning in 2004. The  
digital archives now contains more than 13,000 unique 
items and more than 100,000 images.  

A gift of $50,000 is needed to begin the digitization 
process. The goal is to raise $250,000 for work to continue 
throughout a two-year period. If you know an individual, 
foundation, or corporation that would be a good match for 
this project, please contact Vicky Henley at 785-272-8681, 
ext. 201; vhenley@kshs.org.

Robert Quinn Rohde combined a passion for the arts and a  
fascination with objects from the past. Born in 1918, he grew up in  
Neodesha and received a bachelor of arts degree in English from the  
University of Kansas. Rohde was a member of the Kansas Historical  
Society and served on the boards of a number of cultural  
organizations. As an antique dealer, he gained an appreciation for  
Kansas and its history. After his death in 2003, the Rohde Trust  
donated $92,000 to the Kansas Historical Society to be used for  
programming and promotion at its 16 state-owned sites.

The gift will establish the Robert Quinn Rohde  
Endowment Fund for the advancement of Kansas history education. One portion of  
the fund will be dedicated to developing online videos for use in the classroom that  
teach Kansas history and government. The videos will be made available to the  
general public at kshs.org. The fund also will help to support the special programs 
at the Historical Society and the promotion of Kansas Historical Society sites.  
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Grinter 
Place

Moses Grinter operated a ferry that crossed the Kansas River in Wyandotte County. The ferry  
was used by troops traveling between Fort Leavenworth and Fort Scott along the Permanent 

Military Indian Frontier. Moses lived with his wife, Anna, a Lenape (Delaware) who had been relocated 
to present-day Wyandotte County under the administration of the Fort Leavenworth Indian Agency. 
In 1857 the Grinters completed construction on a two-story brick home that is preserved today as the 
oldest residence in Wyandotte County.

Visit the site!
Grinter Place State Historic Site • 1420 South 78th Street • Exit 414 on I-70 • 913-299-0373 • kshs.org/places/grinter

Admission: $3 adults, $1 students; KSHS, Inc., members and children five and under admitted free

Visitor hours: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Wednesday – Saturday

F e at u r e d  S tat e  H i S t o r i c  S i t e

In addition to operating the ferry, Moses owned a trading 
post that sold more than 160 types of goods to the  
Delawares in exchange for cash and furs. The Grinters also 
farmed, raised poultry and livestock, and planted an apple 
orchard on their farmstead. Moses died in 1878 and Anna 
died in 1905. Their son-in-law and daughter lived in the 
home awhile. Moses and Annie’s later descendants then 
sold it to a family who operated it as chicken dinner 
restaurant until the mid 1960s. Through the assistance of 

the Junior League of Kansas City, Kansas, and the Grinter 
Place Friends, the state of Kansas acquired the site in 1971 
and now administers the former Grinter residence as a 
state historic site.

Visitors to the site can explore rooms decorated with 
period furnishings, the Grinter family bibles and photos, 
and a quilt made by Anna Grinter.  Popular annual events 
at this site include Applefest (September) and the Grinter 
Place Quilt Show (May). 
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The Kansas Historical Society’s State Archives & Library  
has thousands of hours of archival footage on film and 
videotape. Kansans featured in these films include Senator 
Arthur Capper, “goat gland doctor” John R. Brinkley, 
freestater Isaac Goodnow, and actor Reb Russell. Films also 
depict Ellsworth High School, Fort Hays State Historic Site 
in Hays, Independent Salt Mine in Kanopolis, the Salina 
Burial Pit, Washburn University, and the communities  
Canton, Fairview, Gridley, Lawrence, Medicine Lodge, 
Topeka, and Tuttle Creek.

Political researchers can find interviews with former 
governors and Governor John Carlin’s campaign  
commercials. Films also include Governor William  
Avery’s Christmas message for 1965 and Governor Alfred 
Landon’s reflections on his presidential campaign. 

Government agencies from the federal down to local 
levels have used film to document their programs and 
solicit support for their work. The Kansas Emergency Relief 
Committee (KERC) used film as a medium to report on its 
accomplishments. This agency provided assistance to 
Kansans during the Great Depression and Dust Bowl. 
KERC projects included emergency education, transient 
relief, rural rehabilitation, drought relief, and a slew of 
public works projects including the construction of farm 
ponds and lakes and the renovation and construction of 
public buildings, roads, and quarries. These films, made in 
1936 now provide an archival record of KERC projects and 
can be found on kansasmemory.org. One chapter of the 
KERC film documents transient relief, including a men’s 
camp that created Lake Wabaunsee. Another chapter 

Films Not Just for Entertainment

6     kshs.org

Thomas Edison, credited with developing the motion picture camera, predicted 
“Books will soon be obsolete in the schools. . . . It is possible to teach every branch  

of human knowledge with the motion picture.” Although many films made over the 
past 100 years have been intended to entertain, others were designed to teach, inform, 
inspire, and persuade. 

Left to right, a 1936 film by the Kansas Emergency Relief Committee featured workers a leather coat factory in Kansas City; the 1961 Centron 
Production Star 34 was created for the state's centennial and features a young couple's tour of Kansas, including the John Steuart Curry mural 
Tragic Prelude at the Kansas State Capitol; many of Centron’s films were shot on location in the Lawrence area, including this 1952 film The 
Bully, which includes scenes set at local parks.
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features women’s projects, such as a sewing room in 
Pittsburg that provided clothing for needy Kansans.  
The KERC’s response to natural threats, such as 
jackrabbit overruns, dust storms, and floods, are shown  
in other chapters. 

State agencies whose films are in the Historical Society’s 
collections include the Kansas Department of Health  
and Environment, Kansas Wheat Commission, Kansas 
Department of Agriculture, Kansas Fish and Game  
Commission, Kansas Department of Education, and Kansas 
Department of Transportation. The Kansas Industrial 
Development Commission film Star 34 is a look at early 
1960s Kansas through the eyes of a couple who have Kansas 
roots but live elsewhere. They travel the state, discovering 
Kansas’ landscapes, historic sites, events, industry, and 
recreational opportunities. By the end of this short film, the 
couple decides to move to Kansas.  

Star 34 and many of the other state agency films were 
produced by Centron Films, a Lawrence-based company. 
Centron was also famous for its mental hygiene films. 
Childhood friends Russell Mosser and Arthur Wolf grew up 
in Topeka and attended the University of Kansas in the 
1940s with ambitions of becoming filmmakers. Their first 
film, produced in 1947, was called Sewing Simple Seams and 
was a one-reel lesson on sewing. It was shot on a shoestring 
budget in a Lawrence home. It was purchased by Young 
America, an instructional film company. Demand for these 
kinds of films increased, and Centron became a national 
competitor in the field of educational  
and industrial film production.

Centron’s films were intended to 
correct the perceived evils plaguing  
American youth and were played in  
classrooms across the country. Titles  
included The Bully, Cindy Goes to a Party,  
and What About Drinking?  
Centron took advantage of 
locations and talent. It hired  
local residents to write scripts,  
act, and work on the crew.  
Centron won hundreds of awards  
for its educational films.   

   lISTeN | Cool THINgS PodCAST

You can hear more about the Centron Corporation 
and the 16mm movie camera on which many of its 
films were shot when you listen  
to our Cool Things podcasts.  
The camera is now part of our  
Cool Things collections. 
kshs.org/cool/centroncamera

Browse films and other audio/visual materials, such 
as John Carlin’s 1978 gubernatorial campaign  
commercials, on Kansas Memory. kansasmemory.org
  

Visit the Museum Store to explore how modern 
filmmakers use video to tell stories, such as this DVD 
documentary, Lost Nation: The Ioway. kshs.org/store

SHoP |  muSeum STore

browSe | KANSASmemory.org

Cool Things
P O D C A S T

Cool Things
P O D C A S T

The Centron Corporation used this 16mm motion  
picture camera to shoot some of the most recognizable  
educational films of the era. 



8     kshs.org

Countdown to Statehood: 
Seward Speaks Out for Kansas

In 2011 Kansas will celebrate its statehood sesquicentennial. “Countdown to Statehood”  is a series of articles depicting key 
events from Kansas’ territorial days and related commemoration events sponsored by the Kansas Historical Society. 

New York Senator William Henry Seward was a longtime 
champion of the free-state cause in Kansas. In 1856 he 

made an impassioned speech in favor of Kansas’ immediate 
admission to the Union. It was highly critical of President 
Pierce’s administration:

           At this day, Kansas is becoming, more distinctly 
than before, the scene of a conflict of irreconcilable 
opinions, to be determined by brute force. No immigrant 
goes there unarmed, no citizen dwells there in safety 
unarmed; armed masses of men are proceeding into 
the Territory, from various parts of the United States,  
to complete the work of invasion and tyranny which  
he has thus begun, under circumstances of fraud  
and perfidy unworthy of the character of a ruler of  
a free people.

In 1860 Seward toured the West, speaking in support of 
presidential candidate Abraham Lincoln. Seward spoke in 
Lawrence to a crowd of nearly 6,000, many of whom were 
undoubtedly Republican. Just a few months before Kansas 
had strongly supported Seward over Lincoln at the  
nominating convention in Chicago.

           You will perhaps be surprised when I tell you that the 
secret of all the interest I have felt in you has been 
merely this: That you occupy a pivotal position in the 
republic of the United States, with regard to slavery and 
freedom. . . . If freedom was to triumph in this contest, 
there was no point where she could expect to meet the 
enemy except on the very place she has met it—here.

Seward went on to become a member of Lincoln’s cabinet. 
On the night Lincoln was assassinated, conspirators also tried 
to kill Seward, but he survived the attack. At the time of the 
attack, Seward was Lincoln’s secretary of state, a position he 
continued to hold through Andrew Johnson’s presidency. 
Seward died in 1872.

Left, Senator William Henry Seward; far left, 
Territorial Governor Charles Robinson’s speech 
welcoming Senator Seward can be found online  
at kansasmemory.org.



New Products Commemorate  
Kansas Sesquicentennial 
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Souvenirs such as magnets, key chains, and lapel pins 
featuring the KS150 logo are available now to both retail 
and wholesale buyers. A special 150th anniversary coin 
will be available in August, as will other select products 
such as t-shirts, ornaments, and gift items. 

The 30-year tradition of the official Kansas ornament 
continues this year with a design that honors the  
sesquicentennial. Since 1981 Topekan Anita Wolgast has 
accepted the invitation to design an ornament to decorate 
the Kansas tree lit by the president of the United States 
during The Pageant of Peace ceremony every December in 
Washington, D.C.

This year’s collectible ornament features the Great Seal 
of the state of Kansas. Thirty-four stars in the constellation 
signify Kansas as the 34th state admitted to the Union. 
The rising sun represents the east, while a river and 
steamboat symbolize the promise of nascent commerce. 

American Indians, bison, and ox-driven wagons suggest 
the advance of the frontier, and the plowed fields before a 
log cabin signify the importance of agriculture. Ornaments 
may be purchased online at store.kshs.org and will be 
available to ship in mid to late August.

Many new Kansas-made items, including foods, pottery, 
jewelry, and gifts, as well as new book titles, have been 
added this summer to the product mix at the Museum 
Store in the Kansas Museum of History, the Capitol Store, 
and eight other shops at state historic sites. The goal of the 
Historical Society’s retail program is to extend the mission 
of the organization by allowing visitors to take home a 
memento of their trip and to provide opportunities for 
patrons to learn more, thereby fostering a greater  
appreciation of the real people and real stories of Kansas.

For more information about products or the retail 
program, visit store.kshs.org or call 785-272-8681, ext. 413.

K  ansas commemorates its 150th anniversary of statehood in 
2011. The 10 retail stores operated by the Kansas State  

Historical Society, Inc., will mark this event by offering a  
variety of special sesquicentennial, or Kansas 150, products  
beginning this summer. 

become a member
Membership support enables the Historical Society’s programs to continue. The cost of membership remains 
only $40 annually. Members receive free admission to the museum and all state historic sites, a discount  
at KSHS stores and on online purchases, as well as quarterly issues of Reflections and the award-winning  
Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains. More information available at kshs.org/joinkshs, by calling  
785-272-8681, ext. 209; or membership@kshs.org
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There are four distinct bands of Pawnee people, which 
correspond to their relative locations: Kitkahahki  
(Republican, west), Chaui (Grand, middle), Petahauirata 
(Tappage, east), and Skidi (Wolf, north). These bands lived 
apart, hunting separately and fighting separate battles. 
They share kinship with the Arikara and the Wichita.

Pawnee life was influenced by cosmology. They studied 
the movement of stars and developed star charts to set 
their calendar. The stars helped to guide the class structure, 
social groups, and religious rituals.

Numbering as many as 20,000 in the early 19th  
century, the Pawnees lived in villages featuring 

dome- shaped earth covered lodges. As large as 25 to 60 
feet in diameter, the entrances to the lodges faced east. 
Extended families lived together in these structures that 
housed as many as 30 to 50 people. Each earth lodge had a 
center pit dug three to four feet in diameter that served as 
a fireplace. 

One example of a Pawnee village was located in what is 
today Republic County. During at least two settlement 
periods in the late 18th and early 19th centuries the 
Pawnee people occupied the village before returning north 
to the Loup River, which translates to “wolf,” in what is 
today Nebraska. Their relocation may have been the result 
of conflicts with tribal enemies.

In the spring women planted gardens, producing corn, 
squash, pumpkins, and beans. During hunting seasons in 

People of the Republican River Valley

The Republican River in Kansas is named for one band of Pawnees who occupied this place for 
hundreds of years.  The Republican band (or Kitkahahkis, which translates “on a hill”) lived 

in what is north central Kansas and southern Nebraska. 

10     kshs.org10     kshs.org

I know that robes, leggings, moccasins, bear claws, and so on are of 

little value to you, but we wish you have them and to preserve them in 

some conspicuous part of your lodge, so that when we are gone and the 

sod turned over our bones, if our children should visit this place, as we 

do now, they may see and recognize with pleasure the things of their 

fathers, and reflect on the times that are past.

                      —  Comments of Sharitarish, Pawnee principal chief, in presenting  
gifts to President Monroe, 1822, in the White House Red Room.

An illustration of a Pawnee Council, circa 1823.

From Our Collections 



summer and winter, nearly all members of the village 
traveled west to follow bison herds, covering as many as 500 
miles a year. They used portable housing, pulled on a travois 
by dog or horse, and camped near grazing areas. The men 
were expert hunters and followed a chain of command in 
targeting, chasing, flanking, and attacking cows or young 
bulls.  Women processed the kill, drying the meat in  
preparation for storage, and cleaning the skins to be used in 
clothing, housing, and supplies. They returned to their 
villages in autumn when it was time for harvest and in 
spring at planting time. The vegetables would be preserved 
in carefully organized storage pits that could be accessed 
throughout the year.

The Pawnee gained a reputation for their courage and 
endurance. They dressed similarly to other Plains Indians, 
but the men’s hairstyle was unique. Their head was shaven 
except for a scalp lock, combed erect and curved backward.

The Pawnees participated in several tribal delegations to 
Washington, D. C., to attempt negotiations. In November 
1821 Pawnee, Omaha, Kansa, Otoe, and Missouri leaders 
met there with President James Monroe. Sharitarish, the 
leader of the Grand band of Pawnee, was a member of that 
delegation.  Colonel Thomas L. McKenney escorted the 
delegation to the White House. He said that Sharitarish was 
six feet tall and recalled, “when mounted on the fiery steed 
of the prairie, was a graceful and very imposing personage. 
His people looked upon him as a great brave, and the 
young men especially regarded him as a person who was 
designed to great distinction.” 

Western expansion took its toll on the Pawnee people. 
Smallpox and cholera, introduced by European explorers, 
ravaged them. Conflicts erupted as American settlers began 
to occupy lands the Pawnees considered hunting grounds. 
Clashes increased with the Sioux to the north, whose 
people were being pushed by settlement. The Pawnee  
lands diminished in negotiations with the U.S. government 
in 1833, 1848, 1857, and 1872.  They relunctantly agreed 
to cede their lands in 1875 and move to what is now 
Pawnee County, Oklahoma.  The once numerous Pawnee 
people were eventually reduced by 1900 to a population 
of about 600. 

Today there are more than 3,000 members of the Pawnee 
Nation of Oklahoma.  A federally recognized government, 
their headquarters in Pawnee operates a tribal government, 
two casinos, and a number of businesses.
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This site helps provide an understanding of these  
early Pawnee people. Gaze across the excavated  
Pawnee earth lodge and feel the spirits of the past.  
You’ll see a rare sacred bundle that hangs above the altar.  
kshs.org/places/pawneeindian  

This online digital archives includes numerous images  
of Pawnee people and their lodging. Also included are 
documents that reference American interactions with  
the Pawnee people during the 19th century.  
kansasmemory.org 

Find books and gift items related to the Pawnee and 
other Plains tribes when you shop at Pawnee Indian 
Museum, the Museum Store in Topeka, and online.  
kshs.org/store  

VISIT | PAwNee INdIAN muSeum

SHoP | muSeum STore

browSe | KANSAS memory

These Pawnee Indian men and children stand in front of an 
earth lodge at their Loup Fork village in Nebraska, taken  
between 1868 and 1875.
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Sundays on the Porch, William Allen White House 
State Historic Site, Emporia
Join us 2 p.m. Sundays September 12 – October 3 for 
presentations relating to the White family. This fall’s 
programs include the White family’s link to the greatest 
bond scandal in Kansas history, a sesquicentennial look at 
state history, a new book about Mary White, and readings 
by local poets. kshs.org/places/white  

Bald Eagle Rendezvous, Constitution Hall State Historic 
Site, Lecompton 
Join us September 23-25 when history reenactors  
portraying a mountain man, plainsman, and traders 
conduct skill demonstrations while living in period lodges 
and tents. Demonstrations include campfire cooking, hide 
tanning, flint and steel fire starting, beadwork, scrimshaw, 
gunsmithing, and tomahawk and knife throwing. This free 
event is perfect for the whole family.  
kshs.org/places/constitution

Official Meeting and Election Notification
We invite you to join us for the KSHS, Inc., Annual  

Meeting, November 5, 2010, at the Kansas Historical 

Society in Topeka. This meeting includes the election 

of board members. You can find the slate of nominees 

and register for the meeting online after September 15 

at kshs.org/joinkshs. If you wish to receive a  

registration or slate of nominees by mail, please  

call Elizabeth Page, 785-272-8681, ext. 209.

The Power of One: Elizabeth Johnson, Pawnee Indian 
Museum State Historic Site, Republic
 Join us for this special exhibit, September 1 – October 31, 
where we explore the story of  Elizabeth Johnson, who 
saved from the plow in the late 1890s what would later 
become Pawnee Indian Museum State Historic Site.  
kshs.org/places/pawnee
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C A l e N d A r  o F  e V e N T S

Through November 28, 2010 
Cars: The Need for Speed • Exhibit at the Kansas Museum 
of History, Topeka

July 1 – August 31, 2010 
Edward S. Curtis: Portraits of Native Americans • Exhibit at 
Pawnee Indian Museum State Historic Site, Republic

August 4, 2010 
Aromatherapy Make-It-Yourself Creations • Program at 
Shawnee Indian Mission State Historic Site, Fairway

August 15, 2010 
Community Band Concert • Kaw Mission State Historic Site, 
Council Grove

August 29, 2010 
Pony Express Festival  • Event at Hollenberg Pony Express 
Station State Historic Site, Hanover

September 1 – October 31, 2010 
The Power of One: Elizabeth Johnson • Exhibit at Pawnee  
Indian Museum State Historic Site, Republic 

September 18, 2010 
Indian Summer Craft Fair • Event at Shawnee Indian  
Mission State Historic Site, Fairway

September 23-25, 2010 
Bald Eagle Rendezvous • Event at Constitution Hall State 
Historic Site, Lecompton

September 24-25, 2010 
Applefest • Event at Grinter Place State Historic Site,  
Kansas City

October 9-10, 2010 
Fall Festival • Event at Shawnee Indian Mission State  
Historic Site, Fairway

October 16, 2010 
Autumn Storytelling • Event at Grinter Place State Historic 
Site, Kansas City

October 24, 2010 
Fall Program • Event at Pawnee Indian Museum State  
Historic Site, Republic

October 30, 2010 
Graveside Conversations • Event at Fort Hays State Historic 
Site, Hays

reflections@kshs.org
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Kansas Memory

Summertime reminds us of kids, matinees, and ice cream. This image, taken 
in Topeka in 1933, has all three! You can browse this and other images at 
kansasmemory.org


