
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 2d 1839 Sir:--Having received the 
appointment of Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the St. Louis Superintendency, I have to 
request that all your official communications will, in accordance with the instructions applicable 
to the subject, be addressed to this office accordingly, and unless special cases occur, rendering a 
direct communication with the Department at Washington, indispensable, all papers relative to 
the business or affairs of your agency, will be addressed to the Superintendent at this place. 
Respectfully &c 
Joshua Pilcher. Supt. Ind. Afs. Addressed severally to Mess. Dougherty, Cummins & Davis 
 
Superintendence of Indian Affairs St. Louis. April 4, 1839 Sir:--You will receive herewith, 
invoices in triplicate, of Annuity goods and agricultural implements for the present year, for the 
Yankton and Santie bands of Sioux, furnished under the treaty of the 15th July 1830. These 
goods and implements you will deliver, in conformity with the regulations bearing on the subject 
to those Indians, with the least possible delay, taking the usual and proper receipts for the same. 
For the faithful and prompt Execution of this duty, you will be allowed three dollars per day 
from this date, until the date of delivery to the Indians named, of the articles specified, which 
will be in full of your services and expenses. 
Respectfully &c 
Joshua Pilcner, S. I. afs. F. E. Choteau Esq. 
Special Agent 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 5, 1839 Sir:--Herewith I transmit a copy of a 
letter from the Comr. of Indian Affairs in relation to your communications of the 12th & 13th 
February in reply to annuity claimed by Delawares (from Canada,) offer of Shawnees to sell, for 
use of Wyandots, a part of their land &c. 
When the funds come to hand, you shall be further advised touching the annuity mentioned. 
Respectfully &c 
Joshua Pilcher, S. I. affs. 
Major R. W. Cummins  
Ind. Agent 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 6, 1839 Sir:—-I enclose herewith a 
commission to yourself as sub-agent for the Osages, which, with the form of a bond and oath of 
office, also herewith, has been received at this office from that of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs at Washington. If the Commission be accepted, you will complete the bond and oath of 
office in the mode pointed out in the 8th paragraph of revised regulations No* 3, and return it to 
this office with the least practicable delay. And it is the wish of the Commissioner, that 
immediately thereafter, you repair to the Sub-agency, and report to Capt. 1m. Armstrong, at the 
Choctaw agency. Major Calloway, temporarily in charge at Osage Sub-agency will be directed to 
turn over the public money and property in his possession, and you will proceed to execute the 
instructions that have been given to Mr. Calloway. For your information I transmit copies of the 
following papers, viz: An act regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes and to 
preserve peace on the frontiers, approved June 30, 1834. 



An act to provide for the organization of the Department of Indian approved June 30, l834. 
Regulations concerning the payment of annuities of July 3, 1834 Revised Regulations Nos 1, 2, 
3, 4  and 5. 
Respectfully &c 
Joshua Pilcher, S. I. affs 
Congreve Jackson Esq.  
Howard Co., Mo. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 6th 1839 Sir:—-I enclose the copy of a letter 
of the 28th Ulto. from the Commr. of Indian Affairs, requiring to be furnished with certain testi-
mony specified, touching an allowance of $300 to the Pottowatamies for damages sustained in 
consequence of their receiving goods in payment of their annuity &c. 
You will be pleased to have this testimony furnished with the least delay practicable. 
Respectfully &c 
Joshua Pilcher 
Major A. L. Davis  
Ind. S. Agent Supt. I. affs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 9, 1839 Sir. Tour nomination of Luther Rice 
to be interpreter for the Osage River sub-agency,  as contained in your letter of the 1st inst. has 
been approved by the Department. 
Respectfully &c 
Major A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher. 
Indn. Sub-agent S. I. Affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St, Louis, April 13, 1839. Sir:—Herewith you will find 
enclosed the copy of a letter from the   Commr. of Indian Affairs,  under date of the 2nd inst. in 
relation to the subject referred to in your letter of the l9th February last. 
You will please obtain the information called for by the Commr. as early as practicable and 
forward the same to this office. 
The contract for agricultural implements required for the Kansas Indians, will be closed in a few 
days, and immediately thereafter, the articles will be forwarded to Chouteau's landing, of which 
you will be duly apprised. 
Respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Agent. Supt. Indn. Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis April 13, 1839. Sir:--A letter from the Commr. of 
Indian Affairs was received at this office yesterday, confirming your nominations of James 
Andreth as striker in the Smith Shop for the Ioway Indians, and that of P. Bomhoneir as 
Interpreter for the Sacs & Foxes of Missouri river. 
Respectfully &c 
Major John Dougherty Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Agent S. I, affs 



 
[Page 4] 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 16, 1839 Sir;—-You will find herewith 
enclosed, a Commission as Sub-agent for the United nation of Ottawas, Chippewas & Pottowatas 
together with a bond which must be completed before you enter upon the Execution of your 
duties. Should you accept the appointment you will please have the enclosed bond completed by 
signing it yourself together -with two securities, whose sufficiency must be certified by the 
District judge or attorney, and when so completed you will forward it with as little delay 
as practicable to this office, when you will be fully instructed in relation to all your duties,  and 
receive a copy of all the laws & regulations having reference to the subject. 
Mr. Stephen Cooper, Respectfully &c 
Lewis Co. Mo. Joshua Pilcher, S. I. affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 16, 1839. Sir:—I have this day received your 
letter, under date of 2nd February making nominations of Smith & Striker for Pottowatamies, 
with the Agreements enclosed therewith, which have been forwarded to the Department. 
Your letters of 1t and 2d inst. with subsistence returns for Indigent & Emigrated Pottowatamies 
are also received. 
Respectfully &c 
Major A. L. Davis. Joshua Pilcher, S.I. affs 
Ind. Sub-agent. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
St. Louis, April 17, 1839 
Sir:--A letter has been received at this office from the Commr. of Indian Affairs, under date of 
the 6th inst. approving your nomination of John Vanhorn as Blacksmith for the Kansas Indians. 
Respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indian agent S. I. affs. 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 17, 1839. Sir;—Below is the copy of a letter 
addressed to you, from this office on the l6th inst. enclosing a Commission as sub-agent which 
was forwarded to Monticello, supposing that to be your Post Office. 
Respectfully &c 
Joshua Pilcher 
Mr. Stephen Cooper S. I. Affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 18, 1839 Sir;—Herewith you will find 
enclosed a copy of the new Regulations, prescribed by the Department for the disbursement of 
appropriations for the Indian Service. You will find also, a bond in the sum of [$20,000] Twenty 
Thousand dollars, -which you will please complete by signing it yourself together with two 
securities, [whose sufficiency must be certified by a district judge or attorney.] and transmit the 
sane to this office with as little delay as practicable. 



Respectfully &c 
Major A. L. Davis. Joshua Pilcher, 
Hid. Sub-agent. S. I. Affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 18, 1839. Sir:—You will find herewith 
enclosed, a copy of new regulations pre-scribed by the Department for the disbursement of 
appropriations for the Indian Service. You will find also, a bond in the sum of [$10,000] Ten 
Thousand Do llars, which you will please complete by signing it yourself, together with two 
securities, [whose sufficiency must be certified by a district judge or attorney.] and transmit the 
same to this office, with as little delay as practicable. 
Respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher, 
Indian agent S. I. Affs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 18, 1839 Sir: Herewith you will find enclosed, 
a copy of the new regulations prescribed by the Department for the disbursement of 
appropriations for the Indian Service. You will find also, a bond in the sum of [$20,000] Twenty 
Thousand Dollars, which you will please complete by signing it yourself together with two 
securities, [whose sufficiency must be certified by a district judge or attorney, ] and transmit the 
same to this office with as little delay as practicable. 
Respectfully &c 
Major John Dougherty, Joshua Pilcher, 
Indian Agent. S. I. Affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis Apl 18, 1839 Sir: Some time since I received 
instructions from the Depart, to ad-vertise for proposals to furnish annuity goods, agricultl 
implements, provisions &c for various tribes of Indians, and among others, for those under your 
superintendence; and was referred to the advertisements and contracts of last years [and to a 
memorandum from you requiring such articles as were furnished last year.] as my guide. And on 
examination, I find that much of the data alluded to never had an existence. This is particularly 
the case in relation to the Sacs & Foxes and Ioways, who, it appears, received no agricultural 
implements last year—at least there is no evidence of it in this office, or that of the former 
disbursing agent. 
I have therefore to request, that you will, immediately on the receipt of this, make out in detail a 
list of such agricultural implements as are required for the Sacs, Foxes and Ioways, for the 
present year, and transmit the same to this office, in order that the articles may be forwarded in 
time to insure the benefit contemplated. 
Respectfully &c 
Major John Dougherty Joshua Pilcher 
Indian agent. S. I. affs. 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 19, 1839. Sir: You will receive under Gov. 
Miller's frank, a packet containing all the laws and regulations referred to in my letter of the l6th 
transmitting your commission as sub-agent. 
In completing your bond you will please not omit to take the oath of office, which must be 
acknowledged before a Judge, attorney or Justice of the Peace. 
Respectfully &c 
Mr. Stephen Cooper Joshua Pilcher S. I. Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 26, 1839 
Sir: Herewith enclosed you will find a copy of the treaty concluded by yourself with the Ioway 
Indians, on the nineteenth of October last. In this treaty they reserve a part of the benefits 
guaranteed by the treaty of 1836, which is indicated by the second clause of the first article; and 
as I have reason to believe that a part of the stipulations referred to, have been fulfilled, and a 
part remains yet to be complied with, I am to request that you will, as early as practicable, inform 
me what portion of the work alluded to, has been done--what part of the live stock has been 
furnished—what work is under contracts unfulfilled—-and what portion, (if any) remains to be 
let out? 
Very Respectfully &c 
Major John Dougherty Joshua Pilcher, 
Indian Agent S. I. affs. 
 
Super intendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, April 26, 1839. Sir:—By the steam boat St. Peters, 
which is expected to leave this port to-morrow, will be shipped and consigned to Mr. Ciprien 
Chouteau, the agricultural implements for the Kansas Indians, which have been furnished on 
your requisition. You will receive herewith an Invoice of the same amounting to Seventeen 
hundred and five dollars and Eighty Eight Cents, together with receipts to me, in duplicate. 
These receipts, after examining the articles, you will please to sign, and forward them to this 
office by return of mail. You will be pleased to make Early arrangements for the transportation 
of the above named articles to their place of  
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destination, and when delivered transmit to this office in duplicate an abstract of the delivery to 
the Indians, together with the necessary receipts. It is presumed that the expenses for 
transportation from the landing to the Kansas village, together with storage, if any should be 
charged, will come out of the contingent fund allotted for your agency. No funds however have 
come to my hands, for that or any other object. Early arrangements will be made after the 
remittences come on, and the funds will be turned over to you in accordance with the new 
regulations. 
Very Respectfully, 
Major R. W. Cummins Yr obt svt 
Indian Agent Joshua Pilcher, S.I. affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indn Affs. St. Louis May 11 1839 Sir: Herewith you will receive in duplicate 
an abstract of agricultural implements for the Pottawatamies, together with an Invoice of the 
same. Xou will also find duplicate receipts to me for the different articles, which you will please 



sign, and at the same time obtain duplicate re-ceipts from a few of the head men. These are also 
made out, and every thing so distinctly marked as to guard against any mistake. 
I send these things to you in the apprehension that Major Dougherty's duties may have called 
him to some other point, and it is important that the Indians should get the articles as soon as 
practicable. Please return all the papers by the boat. Should it so happen that Major Dougherty is 
there, your action in the case will be unnecessary, as I have forwarded all necessary papers to 
him. 
I am sir, 
M. Capt John Gantt Your obt. Svt. 
Pottowatamie village Joshua Pilcher 
S.I.affs  
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, May 11 1839 Sir: Herewith you will find enclosed 
an Invoice of agricultural imple-ments, which have been purchased upon your requisition for the 
Potto-watamies, together with duplicate receipts to me, which you will please sign and forward 
by return of the boat. And so soon as practicable after the delivery of the articles you will please 
forward to this office, in duplicate, and an abstract of the same together with duplicate receipts 
signed by such of the principal men as you may deem necessary. I am Sir 
Major John Dougherty Very Respectfully &c 
Ind. agent Joshua Pilcher S. I. affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, May 13 1839 Sir: I transmit herewith for your 
information the copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian affairs, informing that Jesse 
Nogler and I. C. Mikah have received permission to reside among the Christian Indians who 
emigrated in 1837 from Upper Canada, and if there be any such Indians in the West, I presume 
they are in your agency. 
It may be well to admonish these missionaries, that the source from whence they derived 
permission to reside in the Indian Country, cannot afford impunity to the slightest deviation from 
the laws and regulations which govern all other citizens; and being within your jurisdiction they 
must consider themselves in all respects under your control. 
Very Respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Agent S. I. Affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St.Louis, May l5, 1839 Sir: Your nomination of Jesse King as 
Smith and Andrew Fuller as assist-ant Smith for the Pottawatamies of your sub-agency, has been 
confirmed by the Commissioner—Your nomination of Robt Wilson as blacksmith for the same 
Indians is also confirmed. 
Respectfully &c 
Major A. L. Davis. Ind Sub agent Joshua Pilcher, S. I. afs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affs St, Louis. May l5, 1839. Sir: A letter has been received at this 
office under date of the 4th inst. approving your nomination of Charles Fish as striker for the 
Kansa Indians, provided he has vacated the same situation for the Kickapoos; for which it is 
stated he was nominated by you on the 29th of March 1838, and confirmed by the Commissioner 
on the 23d May following. 
Your obt Svt 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Agent S. I. Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian affs. St. Louis May l5. 1839. Sirs Two letters have been received at 
this office from the Comr. of Indian Affairs—one approving your nomination of John B. Robitye 
as    Striker for the Ioway Indians, and the other approving the nomination of D. Smith as miller 
for the Sacs & Foxes. Stuart L. Reynolds as Blacksmith and Anderson Gilmore as striker for the 
same. 
The letter last referred to grants the indulgence to the contractor for erecting a mill for the Sacs & 
Foxes, which was recommended in your letter of the 18th March last. 
Respectfully &c 
Major John Dougherty Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Agent S. I. Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs. St. Louis, 16th May 1839 Sir: Herewith enclosed you will find a 
copy of the law, which was passed at the last session of our legislature to "suppress intercourse 
with Indians"—which I have received from the Secretary of State, with a request, that I would 
furnish the different agents in this Superintendency with a copy of the same. The law, if 
diligently executed is considered one from which some benefit may result, both to whites and 
Indians. At all events, it may be well to impress upon the Indians, the importance of a 
compliance on their part, as it may be the means of keeping some of them out of difficulty. 
Respectfully &c 
Major John Dougherty Joshua Pilcher, S. I. af 
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Superintendency of Indian Affs 
St. Louis, May l6th 1839 Sirs Herewith enclosed you will find a copy of the law which passed at 
the last session of our Legislature to "suppress intercourse with Indians"—which I have received 
from the Secretary of State, with a request that I would furnish the different agents in this 
Superintend-ency with a copy of the same. The law, if diligently executed, is considered one 
from which some benefit may result, both to Whites & Indians. At all events it may be well to 
impress upon the Indians the importance of a compliance on their part, as it may be the means of 
keeping some of them out of difficulty. 
Respectfully &c 
Major A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Sub agent S. I. affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs. St. Louis, May 16th 1839 Sir: Herewith enclosed you will find a 
copy of the law which passed at the last Session of Oar Legislature, to "Suppress intercourse 



with Indians", which I have received from the Secretary of State, with a request that I would 
furnish the different agents in this Superintend-ency with a copy of the same. The law, if 
diligently executed, is considered one from which some benefit may result, both to whites and 
Indians. At all events it may be well to impress upon the Indians, the importance of a compliance 
on their part, as it may be the means of keeping some of them out of difficulty. 
Respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Agent S. I. affs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, May 19" 1839 Sirs Herewith you will receive a 
book and pamphlet of Indian treaties, a manuscript copy of "Additional regulations for paying 
annuities and executing treaty stipulations, and a printed copy of a law which was passed at the 
last session of the legislature of this state, which I have been requested to distribute among the 
different agents within this Superintendency. It is considered important that the Indians should be 
made acquainted with the provisions of the latter, and impressed with the necessity of a due 
observance of all its requirements. To the Additional regulations I would call your particular 
attention. The business of the tribes placed under your Superintendence, is weighty and 
complicated, and will require constant care and attention particularly as relates to the various 
accounts that will arise in transacting it; and I cannot too strongly impress upon you the 
importance of constant care and attention to that particular branch of the service. Your own 
safety, as -well as a due regard to justice, both to the Indians and the Government, will alike 
admonish you to such a course. The laws and regulations heretofore furnished will be your guide 
in all other matters relating to your public duties. Having reason to believe that great abuses 
exist, I would beg leave to call your attention to the Intercourse law, approved 30" June 1834--
and more especially that part which relates to the introduction and sale of ardent spirits. Your 
attention is also called to the conduct of contractors and their agents and it is expected that the 
strictest attention will be paid to the issuing of provisions—-that speculations by such contractors 
and their agents, in purchasing provisions from the Indians, after they have been issued will be 
strictly prohibited; and that the agent will consider it his duty to see that the Indians derive the 
full benefit contemplated by the Government, in furnishing such issues. Major Dougherty 
temporarily in charge of the post to which you have been appointed, will be instructed to turn 
over all public property, books, papers &c in any way connected with the sub-agency; of which 
you will take charge, together with all persons employed at 
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the post. You will bear always in mind the great object of the Govern-ment to remove the Indians 
under your charge, from their present location and unite them with, or place them in the 
immediate vicinity of their brethern, now under Major Davis. Endeavor to impress upon them the 
present and increasing disadvantages arising from their proximity to the Northern frontier of 
Missouri; but above all, the fatal consequences of an extension of the laws of Ioway over their 
present country. This will inevitably result from an organization of a State government in Ioway; 
and should, of itself, be a sufficient inducement for immediate removal. This will probably take 
place next year. The general government will have no power to prevent it, after the State 



government is once in operation; and the consequence to the Indians will be ruinous. The in-
telligent part of them must see and know, that the great mass have neither the means or capacity 
to fulfill the duties of citizens; and it appears to me, that none but an enemy to their future 
welfare, would advise them to a continuance in a position from whence the laws of a State will 
soon force them, and by possibility, with the loss of all the advantages secured to themselves and 
the rising generation by ex-isting treaties. The foregoing are all the instructions necessary for the 
present occasion; and with them you will proceed to your post with all convenient despatch, and 
enter upon the discharge of your duties. 
Respectfully &c 
Mr. Stephen Cooper Joshua Pilcher 
2nd. Sub Agent S. I. affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, May 19" 1839 Sir; Mr. Stephen Cooper of this state 
has been appointed Sub-agent for the United Nation of Chippewas, Ottawas & Pottawatamies 
recently under your charge. You will please therefore turn over all Books, papers & other 
property belonging to, or in any way connected with the post; (except such vouchers as you may 
find it necessary to retain) and at the same time, notify all persons employed by the Government 
for the service of that sub-agency, and direct that they consider themselves in future 
under his orders. 
Major John Dougherty Respy &c 
Indn. Agent Joshua Pilcher, S. I. afs 
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Supy of Indian affairs 
St. Louis May 23 1839 Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15  
inst. enclosing bond which has been transmitted to the Department, and which no doubt will be 
satisfactory.  
I am sir 
Major A. L. Davis Yr. ob. St. 
Indn. Sub. agent Joshua Pilcher S. I, afs 
  
Superintendency of Indian affs St. Louis May 23" 1839 Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 13th inst. enclosing bond, which has been transmitted to the 
Department, and which no doubt, will be satisfactory. 
I am &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent S. I.  affs 
  
Superintendency of Indn. Affs. St. Louis, May 28, 1839 Sirs By the steamboat Ariel which 
leaves port this evening, will be shipped by the Contractors (Mesr. P. Chouteau Sr & Co.) and 
consigned to you, the provisions due the Sioux of your Agency, for the present year under the 23 
article of the treaty of, Washington, of the 29" Sept. 1837. 
The instructions of the Commissioner were to have those provisions ready for delivery at the 
payment of the annuities: but it is presumed that if circumstances require the delivery at an 
earlier period, there will no objections to it. Of this you will be the judge. 



Respectfully &c 
Major L. Taliaferro Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. agent S. I. affs, 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
St. Louis, May 30" 1839 
Sir: By authority vested in me by the Commr. of Indian Affairs, Dr. J. R. DePrefontaine has been 
appointed for the purpose of vaccinating Indians within your sub-agency. He will report to you, 
and I have to request that you will afford him every facility in your power, in his efforts to effect 
the benevolent objects of the Department. 
Respy &c Major A. L. Davis 
Joshua Pilcher, S. I. affs. Ind Sub-agent 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, May 30" 1839. Sirs By authority vested in me by 
the Commr. of Indian Affairs, Dr. Joseph R. De Prefontaine has been appointed for the purpose 
of vaccinating Indians within your agency. He has been instructed to report to you, and I have to 
request that you will afford him every facility in your power, in his efforts to accomplish the 
benevolent objects of the Department. 
Respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher, 
Indn. agent. S. I affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, May 30" 1839 Sir: By authority vested in me by the 
Commr, of Indian Affairs, Dr. J. R. DePrefontaine has been appointed for the purpose of 
vaccinating Indians within the Grand Nemahaw Sub-agency. He will report to you, and I have to 
request that you will afford him every facility in your power in his efforts to accomplish the 
benevolent objects of the Department. 
Respectfully &c 
Joshua Pilcher Major John Dougherty 
S.I.affs. Indian Agent 
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Superintendency of Indian Affs. St. Louis, June 1st 1839 Sir: Your letter of the 23 ulto. was 
received yesterday together with your bond and a letter from Mr. Boon. The latter is very 
satisfactory to me as it relates to the sufficiency of securities and would no doubt obtain the 
certificate of the District Attorney, if he were here; but as he has just left the city and will be 
absent for some months, it is found necessary to return the bond (which you will find herewith) 
in order that you may get the certificate of Judge Wells, who is, no doubt, acquainted with the 
circumstances of your securities: or if he is not, you will find no difficulty in satisfying him upon 
the subject. Tou will please have this accomplished with all possible despatch. So soon as your 
bond is completed, you will please forward it to this office, and proceed immediately to the 
Osage sub-agency, and report to Major Wm. Armstrong at the Choctaw agency. By a treaty with 
the Osage nation, concluded on the 11" Jany 1839, it is stipulated that they shall receive for 



twenty years an annuity of Twenty Thousand Dollars—Twelve thousand of which is to be paid 
in money and Eight thousand in Stock, provisions, money, or merchandise at the discretion of the 
President. I have been instructed to ascertain through you, how the Indians wish that part of the 
treaty fulfilled. The stock provided for in a different article, is deemed sufficient, and I have to 
request that you will ascertain as soon as practicable whether they wish that amount, ($8,000) 
paid in provisions or merchandise in order that the Department may make the necessary 
provisions for fulfilling that part of the Treaty. 
I am sir &c 
Mr. Congrave Jackson Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. Sub-agent S. I. affs 
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Superintendent of Indian Affairs St. Louis, June 5th 1839 Sirs A. few days ago, the Provisions 
due the Sioux for the present year under the Treaty of Washington concluded in 1837,  were 
consigned to you by my order, and I omitted to transmit the Enclosed duplicate receipts which 
will be necessary in settling my accounts. Be pleased to sign them both & return them by the 
boat. 
Respectfully &c 
Major L. Taliaferro Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. agent S. I. affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs St. Louis,  June 6th 1839 Sir: The allotments for the different 
agencies and sub-agencies within this Superintendency, for the half year ending the 30" of the 
present month, and the remittances for the Indian service for that time have been received, and in 
order that I may make the proper distribution of the funds under the "Additional Regulations" it 
is found necessary to call your immediate attention to the bond required by these regulations, 
which was forwarded to you on the 18" of April last. 
Respectfully &c 
Major John Dougherty Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Agent S. I. Affs 
St. Louis 
  
Superintendency of Indian affs 
St. Louis, June 11th 1839 Sir: Herewith I have the honor to enclose a duplicate of the allotment 
of funds for your agency for the half year ending the 30" of the present month. 
By the first clause of the "Additional Regulations" a copy of which you have received, I am 
authorised to require the presence of one agent or sub-agent, through whom the money is to be 
conveyed to the different agencies., But it is not found practicable to carry out this plan fully for 
the present; and in order to accomplish the object of the Department with as little delay as 
possible, I have concluded to call down Major Davis who lives beyond you and can deliver the 
funds for your agency in passing and at the same time take charge of the funds for his own  
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sub-agency.  In remitting those funds, it will be necessary for me to withhold from the gross 
amount, a sum sufficient to cover such requisitions as you may have drawn since the 
commencement of the year, and I have therefore to request that you will furnish me with a list of 
all requisitions that have been drawn by you—-for what object and in whose favor—in order that 
the necessary funds may be retained to meet such as have not come in. I propose this plan in a 
spirit of accommodation to all concerned, and should it be more agreeable to you to call in any 
requisitions that you may have made, and which are at your Command, you can do so and 
furnish me with a list, only, of such as have passed out of your reach; for the payment of which, 
funds will be retained in my hands, and all the balance will be remitted to you to be disbursed 
under the new Regulations. 
Respectfully 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indian agent S. I. affs. 
  
Superintendency of Indian affs St. Louis, June 11 1839 Sir: Herewith you will find enclosed a 
duplicate of the allotment for your sub-agency for the half year ending the 30" of this month. The 
"additional Regulations", a copy of which you have receiv-ed, make it necessary for me to call 
on one agent or sub-agent to take charge of the funds for distribution among the different agents 
and Sub-agents; but at this time, it is not found practicable to carry this plan fully into operation; 
and as it can be made applicable to only your sub-agency and the Fort Leavenworth agency, it 
becomes necessary, in consequence of your local position, for me to call on you to perform the 
service required by the Regulations so far as it applies to your post and that of Major Cummins.  
You will therefore please to proceed to this place with as little delay as the duties of your post 
will justify, & receive the funds for your sub-agency & the Fort Leavenworth Agency. 
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For the mutual accommodation of all concerned, I will pay out of the allotments for your sub-
agency, all the requisitions that you may have drawn since the commencement of the year, 
retaining from the allotment, funds for that purpose, and in order that no embarrassment may 
arise to the holders, I have to request that you will furnish a list of all requisitions drawn—-in 
whose favor & for what object—Should there be any requisitions of the kind still within your 
reach, you can if you think fit, call them in, & the funds will be turned over to you to be paid out 
according to the new regulations. 
Respectfully 
Major A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Indian agent S. I. affs. 
  
Superintendency of Indian affs St. Louis June 11 1839 Sirs Your note of this days date has been 
received, and after the most mature reflection, it is found that I cannot, consistently with my duty 
and the public interest, comply with your request: and I must again call your attention to the 
subject of your bond. The allotments and remittances for the Indian Service have been received, 
and I am about making the distribution contemplated by the "Additional Regulations", and no 
man can better understand than yourself , the indispensable necessity of immediate action in 
relation to some of the tribes under your charge, particularly the Sacs, Foxes and Ioways of the 
Missouri River. It is for these reasons that I have pressed the subject of your bond, in order that 



you may fulfill at once, the wishes of the Department, or give way to a successor, who will enter 
upon the duties and carry them out. 
I am Sir 
Major John Dougherty Your Ob. St. 
Ind. agent Joshua Pilcher 
S.I.Affs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affs: 
St. Louis, June 22nd 1839. Sir: Herewith will be found enclosed the allotment of funds for your 
Sub-agency, embracing the annuities & several other items for the whole year. It is believed you 
will have no difficulty in understanding it. The expectation of a private conveyance direct to your 
post has induced me to withhold it for some time; but as that opportunity has failed, it is now 
forwarded by mail through the Post office at Fort Leavenworth. The money will be remitted to 
you so soon as practicable. 
Respectfully 
Stephen Cooper Esq Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Sub agt S. I. affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs, St. Louis June 21, 1839 Sir: A letter has been received at this 
office from the Commr. Indian Affairs, authorising an Expenditure of Four hundred dollars for 
the erection of temporary buildings for your use. 
You are therefore authorised to put out a contract for the work, observing that under no 
circumstances, can the sum alluded to, be exceeded. When the funds come on they will be 
remitted to you, or you will be further advised in relation to the manner of making the payment. 
Respectfully 
Joshua Pilcher Stephen Cooper, Esq 
S. I. affs: Ind Sub agent 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis June 29" 1839 Sir: Herewith you will receive the 
copy of an order from the General in chief of the army to officers commanding posts on the 
frontier relative to furnishing the agents with a guard at the payment of annuities; for which you 
are authorised to call, if you think fit. 
Respectfully 
Major Cummins Yr Ob: St 
Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Cooper S. I. affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs 
St. Louis, July 10" 1839 
Sir: I have received your letter of the 24" ulto. together with con-tract with Mr. Edwards and 
regret that there is not a surplus fund on hand to pay it, no remittance having been made for that 
object. Your letter has been forwarded. 



When the Agricultural Implements for the Kanzas were shipped in April last, I had the pleasure 
to enclose receipts in duplicate for your signature to be returned to me as a necessary part of my 
voucher; but have not had the pleasure of receiving them. Will you be pleased to sign and 
forward them? Payment has been made by me, but your receipts for the articles are necessary to 
pass my accounts. 
Major Davis will receive the funds for your Agency and leave St. Louis tomorrow. 1,600 dollars 
of your allotment was placed to the credit of the Kanzas, for agricultural purposes, and as no 
remittance was. made to pay for the agricultural implements, sent up by me, they were charged 
to the tribe, which exceed the $1600 alluded to; but it has occurred to me that you may require 
funds to pay persons employed for the Kanzas as farmers or laborers—if so you can make out 
their accounts and certify them in the ordinary way, and make your requisition upon me, and I 
will try to meet them out of some fund. 
Respectfully 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. agent S. I. affs 
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Superintendency of Indian affs. St. Louis July 11th 1839 Sir: Your letter of the 19" ulto. relating 
to supplies for the Winnebago School has been received] and in answer I am to State that Major 
Hitchcock before his departure for the Upper Mississippi, placed in my hands the first estimate 
alluded to by you in your letter, which was immediately forwarded to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs for his action, and which has not yet received his attention. As you have been 
appointed sub-agent for the Winnebagoes, you will please make an Estimate for the articles 
required and transmit it to this office through your superintendent, who must approve it, and in 
the absence of any other authority, or any other means, I will take the responsibility of 
forwarding the articles immediately. Meantime should any instructions be received from the 
Commissioner, they will meet prompt attention. Your communications to this office on official 
business, must be placed in official form. In the same letter notifying your appointment as Sub-
agent, I am instructed to furnish you with the funds necessary to supply the Indians with 
provisions for the Indians which assembled by the Commissioner to settle the claims of mixed 
blood relatives of the Winnebagoes. For the sum required you will be pleased to make an 
Estimate, and forward the same direct to this offices or Estimate for the quantity of provisions 
necessary, and they will be purchased upon your requisition, and shipped to Prairie Du Chien, 
where you will please be prepared to receive them. 
D. Lowry Esq Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub-agent S. I. affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis July 11th 1839 Sir: By the Steam Boat Malta you 
will receive One hundred and three packages of Indian goods for the Winnebago Indians; and in 
the absence of any instructions upon the subject, I have to request that you will take charge of the 
same, and on receiving them sign the enclosed duplicate receipts, and return them to me by 
return of the boat. 
Your ob. svt. 
Mr. D. Lowry Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. sub-agt S. I. affs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affs 
St. Louis, July 11th 1839 Sir: By the Steam Boat "Malta" you will receive forty six packages of 
Indian goods for the Sioux, and in the absence of any instructions upon the subject, they are 
consigned to you. I have to request that you will on receiving them, sign the duplicate receipts 
which you will find herewith enclosed and send them to me by return of boat. 
Your ob. St. 
Major L. Taliaferro Joshua Pilcher 
Ind: agent. S. I. affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs, 
St, Louis, July 27", 1839 Sir: I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from the Commr. Indian Affs, 
2" under date of 16" inst. allowing Mr. Kinneais pay as teacher for the Kickapoos, during his 
absence, provided it does not exceed sixty days, 
I am &c 
Maj. R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent S. I. Affs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affs, St. Louis, Aug. 1st 1839 Sir: I enclose herewith exact copies of 
your two last requisitions drawn on Major Hitchcock, and will request you to sign them & send 
them by an early apport unity when the others will be returned to you. They are now in the hands 
of Mr. Collier. I have assured payment, & it is not suspended on the ground of their being 
directed to Major H. but as there is ample time to exchange them, I prefer doing so, to 
forwarding vouchers with so many erasures and so much mutilated. Mean time if funds should 
come on, payment will not be delayed. The requisitions will be taken up, and as soon as the 
copies enclosed are returned, the others will be dis-posed of as you may direct. 
I am Sir &c 
Major A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub agt. Supt. I. affs 
 
Superintendency of Indn. affs. 
St. Louis, Augt. 1st 1839. Sir: Tour letter of this day's date has been received, together with three 
sureties, either of which is deemed good for the amount, and their sufficiency has been certified 
by me, and the bond will be transmitted to the Department, together with your letter which, to 
me, as well as your bond, are entirely satisfactory, though somewhat different from what was 
contemplated by the Commissioner. I cannot doubt however but they will be satisfactory to him, 
but it must rest upon his decision. Meantime, I send herewith your Commission, and so much has 
the public service suffered on the Upper Missouri for months past, that it is found necessary to 
order you forthwith to your post, in accordance with the Commr's. instructions. You will please 
proceed immediately to Bellevue, the Agency for Council Bluffs, & receive from Major 
Dougherty, all books papers & other property that he may turn over to you there, and assume 



immediately the duties of your station. The foregoing instructions would be all I should deem 
necessary until the transfer was  
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made, but that my own safety, and the means necessary to settle my own accounts, admonish me 
to guard against the contingency of Major Dougherty not being found at his post. I have 
therefore to request in any event, that you will on your arrival at Bellevue call on Mr. P. A. 
Sarpy, to whom I have been obliged to have them consigned— and for which you will receive 
herewith an order—-and receive from him, the Annuity goods for the Ottoes, Missouries, 
Omahas, & Pawnees, together with the agricultural implements, for the year 1839; and at the 
proper time see that they are delivered to the Indians in the manner prescribed by the "Additional 
Regulations." You will hereafter receive other instructions that will enable you to understand 
more fully, & conduct with ease, the business of your office. Herewith you will receive the 
Allotment for the 1" and 2d quarters. 
I am Sir &c 
Mr. I. V. Hamilton Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. Agt. Supt. I. affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs. St. Louis Augt 5, 1839. Sir 
Mr. Hiram Rich of Clay County is under Contract to supply rations for the last party of 
Chippewas, Ottawas, & Pottowatamies that emigrated to your sub agency in September last. 
Capt. Gantt will inform you the date of their arrival and the issues will continue until one year is 
completed, and no longer. You will draw back rations from the 22d of July ulto, and after that 
issue is made, you will draw no more until the number of days for which they draw back rations 
has expired. After that you will draw for not more than ten days at any one time. until the 
contract expires. 
Respectfully &c 
Mr. Stephen Gooper Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. Sub agt Supt. I. affs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affs St. Louis, Augt 5 1839 Sir: By a letter received this day from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, it appears that you will not be at liberty to expend any part of 
the four hundred dollars.  authorised by my letter of the 21" June. This authority has been 
rescinded in consequence of your having reported the building occupied by Capt. Gantt, as 
public property,  which the Department supposed to be sufficient for all present purposes. 
You will please base no contract upon the authority contained in my letter above referred to. 
Respectfully &c 
Mr. Stephen Cooper Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. Sub agt Supt. I, affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs 
St. Louis, Augt 12 1839 



Sir: I transmit herewith for your information a copy of an order of the 8th Ulto. from the 
Adjutant Generals office, countermanding the interdict of Sutlers from trading with the Indians, 
until the 1" July 1840 - severally to - I am Sir Your obt. svt. 
Majors Cummins, Hamilton Joshua Pilcher  Supt. I. affs 
Davis & Cooper 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs. 
St, Louis, Augt 14, 1839. Sir: Your letter and the contract for supplying a band of Shamiees with 
rations, and your letter on the subject of the murder committeed by the Kickapoo, were duly 
received and forwarded, and the duplicate of that touching the murder, was placed in the hands 
of the acting District At-torney, who will advise you upon the subject. Your letter on the sub-ject 
of provisions for your post and the difficulty of obtaining them from Fort Leavenworth, was 
forwarded; but you may not hear from it for months; for things go on at Washington most tardily 
& much to  
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my embarrasment. Your letters, of the 31" with Abstract of receipts and disburse-ments, and that 
of the 1" touching the subject of Annuities for a part of the Delawares, came to hand this 
morning. The last mentioned will be forwarded to the Commissioner immediately. The increased 
weight of duties assigned to this office, which has been deprived of all aid, with the exception of 
a single clerk, compels me to require that all documents coming through the office, with the 
exception of letters, be forwarded in duplicate—they must be forwarded, and it physically 
impossible to have them recorded here. Duly appreciating your promptness and correct manner 
of transacting your business. 
I remain Sir &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indian agent. Supt. Indn. Affs: 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis August 14, 1839 Sir: Your letter of the 22d ulto. has 
been received, and I regret that  the late period at which the ploughs have been examined, puts it 
out of my power to make the change requested. If your estimate had specified my particular 
description of ploughs, it would have been implicitly at-tended to, but as it did not, the kind was 
selected, which is preferred by all the farmers in this vicinity. It is however my desire to fulfill 
your wishes) and your zeal to furnish articles that will in your judgment, be most useful, is duly 
appreciated. I would therefore, as the time of their usefulness has passed for the present season, 
that you receipt for them, and return them from time to time, as property on hand) and the 
contractor is determined that there shall be no ground of complaint) he will furnish, in the place 
of the ploughs now there, the same number at any time you will indicate next spring, and of any 
kind you will describe-to this effect you will receive a letter from him, and I will see that it is 
attended to. It seems to me that this would be the better plan, but if you should think other-wise, 
you can deliver the ploughs now there. In either event, I have to request that your receipts be 
forwarded as the contractor's bill has been paid, and reported long since) and my accounts must 
remain suspended, until supported by those receipts. 
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If any little item in the Invoice should be lacking, please sign the receipts and report it, and it 
shall be supplied by the first boat. The property has been in store so long, that something may 
have been mislaid. 
I am, Sir, &c 
Major R.W.  Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indian agent Supt Ind.  affs. 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affs: 
St. Louis, Augt 14. 1839.    Sir: I will ask your particular and early attention to this letter. 
A contract has been entered into with Mr. Rich to furnish the last party of Indians that emigrated 
to your Sub agency for the balance of the year, which will expire some time in the fall. You will 
please let me know the exact time the year -will expire, and see that there is not a ration issued to 
any Indian under that contract after that time— of course, it will include the Indigent Indians as 
well as the others— And as there is a party of Ottawas now here on their way to your sub agency 
who must be supported for a year, I see no other way but to embrace them also until the 
Expiration of the time. You will please let me know how many Indigent Indians there will be to 
feed after the term Expires—-I mean the period of twelve months from the arrival of the party 
that came over last fall, and what amount of the Indigent fund allottded to your agency will 
remain unexpended at that time; so that I can assume that and the party now on their way as the 
bases of a new contract. This contract with Mr. Rich, was the offspring of necessity; but 
fortunately for the Government, that necessity will soon cease to Exist. Those Liberty birds have 
feathered their nest, but I shall take measures to check their career. 
Why not send me the receipts of Major Cummins? Your memo-randum receipts would cancel 
them, and thereby keep you off the Treasury Books for that amount. I shall soon begin to make 
up my quarterly accounts; and when once made, cannot be altered.  Please think of it  
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early; and recollect that all documents coming to this office, letters excepted, must come in 
duplicate. 
I am &c 
Major A. L. Davis Esq Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub agent Supt. Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, Augt 14, 1839. Sir: Your requisitions upon me for 
the pay of Teacher for the Kickapoos, for the 1" 7 2d quarters of this year, will be paid provided 
his salary does not exceed four hundred & Eighty dollars. You are also authorised to draw for 
forty dollars -worth of books, and such other articles of stationery as are necessary for the 
support of the school. 
Your requisitions for the pay of the farmer for the Kanza Indians for the 1st & 2d quarters, will 
also be paid, though, I have received no remittance for that purpose. 
I am Sir &c. 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Agent Supt. I. affs, 
 



Superintendency of Indian Affairs St. Louis, Augt 15th 1839 Sir: Your Estimate for Annuity 
goods for the Kanzas was forwarded to the department on the 25" May last, with a 
recommendation that the goods should be bought immediately. Nothing however was heard from 
my letter until this morning and it may well be supposed that in turning over the funds for your 
Agency, I had lost sight of that estimate, and accordingly remitted you the cash. I am now 
instructed to fill your Estimate on a notice of ten days: and hope that you have neither disposed 
of the funds, nor entered into any contract for the goods. If not, I shall purchase the goods here in 
your name; have the voucher completed as though you had bought the goods and in this way no 
confusion will exist, from it in making up our accounts. I will put out conditional advertisements 
in the morning; if you have made arrangements to dispose of the funds, of course I shall not take 
the good; if not, be pleased to hold them subject to the payment of the goods bought here. 
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Let me ask an immediate answer to this letter, and the information necessary to govern me. If I 
buy the goods here, it will be done immediately after you are heard from; and you will have no 
other trouble than to receive the goods and turn over the money there to the Contractor. 
I am &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent. Supt. I. affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian affs. St. Louis, Augt 20" 1839 Sir: Herewith I send you the copy of a 
letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated 12" June 1839, together with the copy of 
the form alluded to, and have to request that you will give the subject implicit attention. It is a 
thing so simple, & will require so little time, as to induce a hope that no officer within this 
superintendence will fail to comply with the Commissioner's instructions, I am Sir, 
Majors R. W. Cummins  
A. L. Davis Your ob: st 
J. V. Hamilton  Joshua Pilcher 
S. Cooper S. I. affs. 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affs: 
St. Louis, Augt 21. 1839. Sir: A letter has been received at this office from the Commr. of Indian 
Affairs, dated the 10" inst approving your nomination of Robert Wilson as Smith for the 
Pottowatamies. 
Respectfully &c 
Major A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub agt S. I. affs: 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
St. Louis, August 21, 1839.  Sir: Your nomination of John Pemeseo, as Assistant Smith for the 
Delawares, contained in your letter of 6" ulto. has been approved. 
I am &c 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 



Indn Agent Supt. Ind. affs: 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs St Louis, August 24,  1839 Sir: Your letter of the 15" inst. 
together with the copy of a note from  Col. Kearney, have been received, and transmitted to the 
department. My anticipations respecting the late incumbent of your office, have been realised. 
You will find herewith the copy of a letter from Mr. Crawford the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, which I conclude refers to the same subject that has induced the movement of Col. 
Kearney. But it is presumed that the Col. will have applied something of a more impressive 
nature, before you receive the letter—nevertheless, the commissioner's instructions must be 
implicitly observed! and the contents of his communication duly and forcibly impressed upon the 
Indians. 
The Annuities for the Mahas, Otoes, Missouries, and Pawnees, you will deliver as heretofore 
instructed. Having been furnished with all the forms necessary, you will find no difficulty in 
making up your accounts. In this however, you cannot be too particular. 
By a letter received from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under date of 25"  July, you are 
authorised to expend $200 in repairs on the Agency buildings at Bellevue: for this amount you 
are authorised to draw a requisition upon me, as soon as the repairs are completed; observ-ing 
the form a copy of which you received from this office. In making your requisition, the date of 
your authority should be referred to, and the nature of the service particularly explained, and as 
your predecessor has not found it convenient to accompany and deliver over to you the public 
property, it will be well for you to make a report upon the condition of the Agency, and every 
thing connected with it. 
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I have to request that you will cause the enclosed letters to Mr. Cooper and Capt Gantt to be 
delivered as early as possible after they reach you. The letter to Capt. Gantt is of great 
importance, and he should receive it early. 
I am Sir &c 
Jos. V. Hamilton Esq. Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. agent Supt. Ind afs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs: St. Louis, Augt 24, 1839 Sir: Your early attention is called to 
the necessity Estimate for the expenses of your Agency, in order that they may reach the 
department at the proper time. These Estimates should embrace Annuities, and all other Treaty 
Stipulations, together with the pay Agent or sub agent Interpreters, contingencies, and all agency 
expenses Whatever. The Allotments of the present year and the treaties with the tribes under 
your charge, will guide you in making the Estimates referred to; though the items for Agency 
expenses, such as provisions, contingencies &c, can be varied, if you think fit, and the 
department will judge of the propriety of conforming to the Estimate. I am, Sir, 
Majors Cummins  
Davis Your Obt. St 
Hamilton, Joshua Pilcher 
& Cooper S. I. affs: 
 



Superintendencys Ind affs August 31st 1839 Sir, Herewith enclosed you will find the Copy of a 
letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, respecting certain property in store at this place, 
which was the subject of our last conversation, when you were in S Louis: This property will be 
shipped in time to be at Chouteaus landing by the l5th of September insuing and unless intirely 
incompatible with your other arrangements, I have to request that will be there about that time  
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to receive the property, and send your receipts for the same, as I shall be glad to embrace it in my 
property return for the 3rd quarter. 
In regard to the looms and spinning wheels, my opinion is in perfect accordance with that of the 
Commissioner, if however you think they are required at this time, you will of course deliver 
them, if not, you can let them remain in store, and report them as property on hand from time to 
time, and at your early convenience you will please give me your opinion in relation to their 
present usefulness. 
I am Sir 
Your Yery Obt. & Hbl. Servt 
Ma jr. A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Ind S. Agent Supt. Ind; Affs 
 
Supt. Intd. Ind Affs 
S Louis 31st Aug 1839 Sir, I have received your letter of the 5th Instant enclosing Majr. 
Cummins 3 Receipts and hasten to return your memorandum of Receipts to me, which you will 
find herewith enclosed— I have also received your letter of the 8th and two communications of 
the 10th all of which will receive attention. 
I am Sir 
Your most obt Servt 
Majr. A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Agent Supt. Ins Affs 
  
Superintendency: Ind: Affs 
S Louis Sept 9th 1839 Sir, On attempting to Ship the property for the Pottowattomies, alluded to 
in my last, which I wished you to be prepaired to receive by the 13th. at Chouteaus landing, its 
condition was found to be such as to render the merchant unable to Ship it to-day by the Kansas, 
the only Boat I think will leave for a week— By the next Boat it will be Shipped, and I think be 
there about the 22d or 25th, at your convenience please receive and receipt for it, when  shipped I 
shall forward the proper receipt for your signature which you Trill please fill and return it to this 
office, it will be found in the hands of Mr. Chouteau. 
I am Sir your obt servt 
Majr A.L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Ind S. Agent Supt. Ind; Affs 
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Superintendency Ind Affs 



S Louis 16th Sept 1839 Sir: A Gentleman called at this office the other day and informed me that 
you had put in his charge on leaving West Port, a packet containing a number of accounts, which 
was stolen from him on board the Steam and I think it well to apprise you of the fact in order that 
you may supply their place by forwarding others should you think it important Not doubting but 
the packet alluded to contained your receipts for the agricultural implements so often referred to 
by me I think it advisable to forward an other sett in Duplicate which I have to request, you will 
sign and forward to me as early as possible. I regret the accident as the want of the receipts 
prevents me from settling my property account at the end of the present year 
I am sir your most 
Obt. Servt 
Major R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Agent Super Ind. Aff 
 
Superintendency Ind Affs 
S Louis Sept 19th 1839 Sir; A letter has been received at this office, from Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, which makes it my duty in addition to the Report estimates and statements 
required in former letters, to call your Attention to the general condition of the tribes within your 
agency, and to request that you report the same to this office at the earliest date possible. The 
Commissioner requires that these reports should be made in time to reach Washington by the 
15th of October, but as his letter comes altogether too late to render that possible, I can only 
request that the reports be made as early as practicable and transmitted by the first safe con-
veyance. These Reports should be full, and embrace not only everything included by the Revised 
Regulations , but it is the wish of this Department that the condition and occupation of each tribe, 
their progress & future prospects be particularly explained, as well as their relations with other 
tribes. 
Their progress in education, and the arts of civilization in general, is a subject to which your 
attention is particularly asked. And you are requested to forward at least two copies of each 
printed book, in the Indian language, with a description of their subject character, and the extent 
to which they are used?--And you will please notify the teachers of each school within  
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your agency; that ample and clear reports, are expected from them upon the subject of their 
Occupation. 
I am Sir 
Your Most obdt Servt 
Majr. R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Ihd Agent — Super Ind; Affs 
Also same to 
Majr. A. L. Davis, Ind S. Agt S  "   Stephen Cooper Ind S. Agt Jos V. Hamilton Ind Agt 
 
Superintendent Ind Affs 
S Louis 25th Sept 1839 Sir, By the Steam Boat Malta, which will leave here in a day or two, I 
will ship the property referred to in my letter of the 31st. August, and have it consigned to Mr. 
Ciprien Chouteau's landing, you will be pleased to proceed to that place as soon as practicable 
and receive the property, for which you will please sign the Duplicate receipts herewith enclosed, 



and forward them to this office. You may rely on it that all the contents of Boxes No 1 & 3 and 
referred to in a note at the bottom of the bill, are among the property shipped—At your leasure, I 
have to request that you will favor me with the opinion asked for in my letter of the 31st Ultimo 
I am Sir your most 
Maj. A. L. Davis Obt & Hbl Servt 
I. S Agent Joshua Pilcher 
Sup.Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendency: Ind. Affrs 
St. Louis 26th Sept. 1839 Sir-- So Soon as you have compleated all payments to the Indians 
within your Agency: made up all your accounts and various estimations, and re-ports alluded to 
in former communications from this office, you will proceed to Fort Leavensworth, where you 
will receive further instructions. It is desirable for several reasons that you should be there by the 
first of November, provided it can be so, without detriment to your post; meantime I will again 
call your attention to the several reports and estimates required, both by the regulations and my 
circular of the  
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19th Inst; — Please inform the Young Physician that went up with you to vacinate Indians within 
your agency that there remains only $700 of the Allotment applicable to that object, so that he 
can regulate his time accordingly. 
I am Sir - Your Most - Obt Servt Jos V. Hamilton Esq 
Joshua Pilcher - Supt. Ind. Affs. 
Ind Agt 
  
Superintendency Ind Affs 
St. Louis 26th Sept 1839 Sir— I have received a letter from Col. Johnson Vice President of the 
United States, in which he expresses a very ardent wish to have some young Indians sent to his 
school in Kentucky. I have therefore to request that you will at your leasure make known to me 
the dispositions of the Indians under your charge upon the subject of sending their children to the 
Chacktaw acadamy, to the end that I may let the Col. know the prospects of having his wishes 
gratified. I am your Hble Srvt 
Joshua Pilcher 
Supt. Ind: Affs 
Majr. Richd W. Cummins Ind Agent 
Also one to 
Majr. A. L. Davis Sub Agt " J. V. Hamilton " "  J. M. Street   " "    Taliafario    " "  Lowrey    " 
 
Supr Intendy Ind, Affs 
S Louis Sept 17 1839 Sir— The following is an Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, to which your attention is called as Early as pracicable 
Mjr R. W. Cummins Ind. Agent 
I am Sir Your 
Most obdt Sevt 
Joshua Pilcher 



Supr Ind Affs 
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Superintendency of Indn Affairs S Louis 21st Oct. 1839 Sir, I have taken up your last 
requisitions in favor of Mr. Rich, mounting altogether, to sight thousand five hundred and 
seventeen dollars, and fifty two cents, though the vouchers were incomplete. The muster rolls, 
and duplicate abstracts of issues duly certified are indispensible to render them complete, and I 
have to request that you will take an early opportunity to forward them, in the apprehension that 
you may not have retained the data, upon which to base them; I forward a correct copy of each 
account. Nothing induced me to pay these requisitions, but the fact of other heavy accounts of 
Mr. Rich being under suspension, and I did not wish to injure him by suspending the whole. The 
great responsibility under which I lay, makes it indispensible to my own safety to pay nothing for 
the sake of accomodation, and in future I can take up no requisition that is not accompanied with 
all the supporting documents 
I am Sir Your Most 
Majr A. L. Davis Obdt Servt 
Indn Sub Agt Joshua Pilcher 
Supt Indn Affs 
 
Superintendency Ind. Affs 
St. Louis Oct. 22nd 1839 Sir, Herewith you will find indorsed the copy of a letter from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, which will be understood by its perusal, and so soon as I am 
satisfied that all the Indians referred to by him have emigrated and settled within your agency, 
arrangement will be made to transfer the funds to your controll for the object specified— 
I have the Honor to be Sir your most Obdt. & Hble Servant 
Maj. R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Sup Ind Affs 
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Superintendency Indn Affs 
St. Louis 21st Oct 1839 Sir, I regret that your indisposition prevented you from imparting the 
information asked in my letter of the 14th August last, as the want of it will compell me to depart 
from the regulations , and enter into a private contract, as in the case of W. Rich's contract for 
feeding the Indians in your Sub-Agency. You will please not fail to conform strictly to the 
instructions contained in that letter, and in the meantime, take an early occasion to furnish the 
information called for, 
I am Sir Yours & 
Majr. A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Indn, Sub Agt Sup, Ind Affs 
 
Superintendency Indn. Affs 
S Louis 22nd Oct. 1839 
Sir On examination of your accounts it is found that you have omitted to forward for file in this 
office the following Documents Abstract of disbursments for current expences; Abstract of 



disbursments for Each tribe & a/c Current. The additional regulations contemplate that a 
complete duplicate should be filed here. I have therefore to request that you will forward them 
for file at your early convenience. Strictly Speaking it was due to myself to retain what you sent 
until they were made complete; but knowing you had been indisposed, and not wishing you to 
appear as a delinquent, I have forwarded the complete sett. I have also to request, that you 
forward immediately an estimate for 1840, and a return for the Bienniel Register. 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr. A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub Agt Super Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendency Indn. Affs 
St. Louis 24th Oct. 1839 Sir, Since writing you on the 21st Inst, I have concluded, as I have not 
been able to advertise for proposals, to  
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furnish the Indians of your sub Agency with provissions; in consequence of not having received 
the information expected from you; that it will be best for you, to make a contract on the best 
terms you can, for supplying the emigrated Otto-ways, from the time Mr. Riche's contract 
expires: as from their late arrival on their lands, they are necessarily destitute. And as much delay 
would arise, if I were to await the information called for from you, and then have to make a 
contract myself; it might produce suffering among the late emigrants. They are to be supplied for 
one year from the date of their arrival, a part of which time has expired; and should you have 
ceased to issue under the Contract of Mr. Rich, before this comes to hand, they will of Course be 
entitled to back rations from the time his contract expired. The Indigent Indians must of course, 
be supplied under your new contract until the fund applicable to your Sub-Agency shall have 
been expended; at which time, Mr. Stinsons services, as issuing agent will be dispensed with.—
—Then you shall have made a contract, you will please forward a copy to this offices to be 
reported to the Commissioner. I wish you to be very particular in stating in your contract, that the 
Agent will be at all times free, to require any such provissions as are specified, in the 
Regulations and authorized to purchase it at the Expence of the Contractor in case of failure on 
his part; and see that the wishes of the Indians are at all times gratified. The last party of 
Ottoways were very particular in their enquiries upon that subject; and were assured by me, that 
their own wishes would always be consulted, and any thing specified in the Regulations 
furnished accordingly. 
I am sir yours &c 
Majr. A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. Sub. Agt. Supt. Ihdn. Affs 
 
Superintendency Indn Affs 
S Louis 25th Oct. 1839     Sir, Herewith you will find duplicate receipts for Five hundred dollars, 
which has been received at this office, and which you will pay to the surviving chiefs of the 
Delawars  
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for whom a life annuity of $100 each was provided by the Treaty of 1818 and 1832. ——— 
These receipts are forwarded, under the expectation, that you can command the specie by a draft 
on me for the amount, which will be paid at sight, provided it be accompanied by the receipts, 
bearing your official signature. 
You will account for the funds under the head of "fullfilling treaties with the Delawares" 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr. R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. Agt. Sup. Ind. Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn. Affs S Louis 28th Ocbr 1839 Sir, Immediately on the receipt of this note 
you will proceed to S Louis, and report at this office. 
Very Respectfully Yours &c 
Jos. V. Hamilton Esq. Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. Agent. Sup, Ind: Affs 
 
Superintendency Indn. Affs S Louis 28th Oct 1839 Sir, Hereto annexed you will find for your 
information and guidiance, the copy of letter from the commissioner of Indian Affairs, to which I 
have to request, you will give the necessary attention, when the time for action arives. 
Majr. R. W. Cummins Bidn Agt 
I am Sir yours &c Joshua Pilcher 
Supr. Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendency Indn Affs 
S Louis 4 Nov. 1839 Sir, Your immediate attention is called to my letters of the 31st August and 
9th & 25th of September last; relative to certain property for the Pottawattama Indians, of your 
Sub Agency. The receipts referred to in my letter of the 9th Sept. were forwarded to you, in that 
of the 25th; and as the Motta did not leave port, at the time anticipated the property was shipped 
on bord the Pizarro, and Mr. Chouteau, being absent, it was taken to the upper  
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landing, and placed in charge of Mr. Smart; who has been instructed to turn it over to you.  As 
the Commissioner is anxious to receive the report alluded to in my letter of the 31st of August| 
and I wish, an immediate settlement of my property account, with the department, I have to 
request that no further delay take place in the arrangement of this business. For the expences of 
Storage up to the time you may receive, and remove the property; you can make a requisition 
upon me, and it will be paid, as also the transportation of the whole or any part, to the place of 
delivery—and should you conclude to leave any part of the property in store, as you most likely 
will; you will make a sepperate arrangement for the Storage, to be paid so soon as the 
Commissioner directs how it shall be disposed of—This he will do, so soon as he gets your 
report. 
In conclusion I will repeat the necessity of your early attention to the subject; as the property has 
been on hand for years, and the Department is anxious to have it disposed of in the manner 
contemplated by the purchase, except such articles as may be deemed unsuited to the present 
condition of the Indians. If it were left to my decission, I should propose to sell the looms & 



spinning wheels at auction, and invest the proceeds in something that might be of immediate use 
to the Indians; but of this the Commissioner will judge, when he gets your report. 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr. A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Ind: Subs Agt. Supt. Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 5th Nov 1839     
Sir,    A desire to close the business of the District by the end of the year, induces me to request 
that any requisitions you may have to make for the present quarter, be made sufficiently in 
advance of the first of January to reach this office, at latest by the twenty fifth of December, if 
not in your judgment entirely incompatible with the public interest, or that of the Indians of 
which you have charge. An issue of twenty days would insure this object. My reason for  
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wishing this is that I shall leave for Washington about the first of January, and think it not 
unlikely that all balances, remaining in my hands, will be transferred to the credit of the Treasury 
at that time. 
I am Sir yours &c Majr Cummins 
Joshua Pilcher Indn Agent, and 
Supt Indt Affs Majr Davis 
Ind Sub Agent 
 
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 7th Nov, 1839   Sir, Herewith you will find enclosed the copy of a letter from the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, under date of the 18th Ultimo, which you will please take measures 
to carry into effect as early as practicable. 
It is not thought likely that the work contemplated, can be completed before the ensuing spring: 
but in order to advance it as much as possible! I think it will be well, to form a contract, with 
some com-petant person this fall, to the end, that the materials may be in preparation for its early 
completion, after the breaking up of winter. In the erection of those buildings; it is but right, that 
the persons who are to occupy them, should be consulted, as to the particular construct-ion of the 
buildings, and their wishes gratified, so far as may be consistant, with the amount allotted for the 
accomplishment of the work. 
When you make a contract, you will not omit, to take the necessary bond, with competant 
security, and forward, either the original or a copy to this office. 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr. A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
In: Sub: Agt. Supt: Indn Affs 
 
Superintendency, Indn. Affs St. Louis 12th November 1839    Sir. By Majr. Hamilton you will 
receive four thousand six hundred and four dollars and twelve cents, applicable to the 
fullfillment of treaties with the Indians of your Agencency and current expences of the same, for 
the last half of the present year. The heads of expenditure are indicated by the allotment which 



you will receive herewith, except five hundred dollars for the Kickapoos which was a former 
remittance. Of corse  
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the requisitions authorized by my letter of the 15th August last for pay of Kickapoo teacher and 
Kanza Farmer, will not be drawn by you, as the funds are now remitted to you for those objects; 
and if allready drawn, they will be returned to you and the holders will be reimbursed, out of the 
funds remitted. 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt. Ind: Affs 
 
Superintendency Ind Aff 
St Louis Nov 13th 1839 Sir, By Majr Hamilton you will receive Seventeen hundred and thirty 
five dollars, applicable to the fullfillment of treaties, with the Indians of your Sub Agency, and 
the current expences of the same. Three hundred dollars of this sum is not embraced in the 
allotment, being a former remittance, for which you will account under the head of 
contingencies, and pay it over to the Pottawattama Indians to remunerate them for the damage of 
certain goods referred to in your letter to me of the first of May last. 
I am Sir 
Your most obdt Servt 
Majr A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub Agent Supt: Indn Affs 
 
Superintendency Ind Affs 
St. Louis 14th Nov. 1839 Sir, With the funds this day placed in your hands, for the Service of the 
Indian Department, you will proceed with all convenient dispatch to the agency of Majr. 
Cummins, and the Sub Agency of Majr. Davis & make the distribution according to the 
memorandum receipt which you have signed, and a cuplicate of which is in your possession, and 
after you shall have completed this you will proceed to make the disbursements in your own 
Agency. 
I regret to state that Mr. Cooper Sub-Agent for the Chippawas Ottowas and Pottawattamies, has 
rendered no accounts since he took charge of that post in June last, and that the funds for the last 
half of the present year for that sub agency cannot be remitted in consequence. 
I am Sir Yours &c 
J.V. Hamilton Esq Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agt.    Supt Ind Affs 
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Superintendence Indn Affs 
St. Louis Nov 16th 1839 
Sir, Herewith you will receive a duplicate of the allotment for your Sub-Agency for the 3rd & 
4th quarter of the present year. The funds will be remitted by Majr. Hamilton who leaves this 



day. When received they will be accounted for by you under the several heads indicated by the 
allotment. 
Very Respectfully yours &c 
Stephen Cooper Esq Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Subs Agt Supt: Ind: Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Affs  
S Louis 18th Nov, 1839 Sir, The party of Chippawa Indians, lately conducted from the State of 
Michigan to your Sub Agency, by Mr. A. I. Smith, of which this office was not apprised until a 
fiew days ago, are to be subsisted for one year from the date of their arrival. You will therefore 
make immediate arrangements for that object, in accordance with the regulations respecting 
emigrant Indians. You can either form a new contract for that Special object, or embrace them in 
the issues under the contract authorized by my letter of 24th Ultimo for furnishing the Ottowa & 
Indigent Indians. Should any issues have been made to the Chippavsras above mentioned; you 
can either embrace them in the first requisitions under the contract you may have concluded 
under the authority given by my letter of the 24th Ultimo, or in the requisitions under such 
special contract as you may make as the case may be 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr. A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Sub Agt. Supt. Ind. Aff. 
 
Superintendency. Indn. Affs St. Louis 18 Nov. 1839 Sir, A party of Stockbridge & Delaware 
Indians arrived here from Wisconsin Territory this morning, on their way as they state to the 
Delaware lands within your agency. 
It appears from documents in the possession of the principle man, that from a late Treaty 
concluded with them; that they were authorized to emigrate at any time they thought fit, and 
Government is bound to defray the expences of removal, and subsist them for one year after they 
reach their destination in the West; but there is no specification as respects the place  
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of their location finally--Meantime, after they reach the Western frontier, they must lives 
Immediately therefore after their arrival within your agency; you will please form a contract for 
their subsistence, for one year in accordance with the regulations for Subsisting other Emigrant 
Indians; taking the necessary security for its fullfillment, and see that it is executed. The 
origional contract & bond, or a copy, you will forward to this office, for the information of the 
Department, and Sanction of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
I am Sir yours &c 
Ma jr. R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. Agent Supt. Ind. Affr. 
Circular To Indian Agents 
 
Superintendency Ind Affs 
St Louis Nov 22nd 1839 Sir. In future all requisitions drawn upon this office, on account of 
provissions issued to Indians must be accompanied by a muster Roll, Abstract of issues and 
provissions Returns in duplicate is furnished. In this, nothing more is asked than what the safety 



of the disbursing agent imperiously requires; and under no circumstances will the rule be 
departed from in future 
Joshua Pilcher To 
Majr. Cummins Supt: Ind: Affs 
Indn Agent & Majr. A. L. Davis 
Ind Sub Agent 
 
Superintendency Indn Aff s 
St Louis 25th Nov, 1839 Sir, Your letter from Booneville is at hand, and I forward herewith a 
check payable to your order for sixty dollars, which makes good the amount referred to by you. 
The allotment for Council Bluffs sub Agency, is Eight hundred and Eighty five dollars for which 
you have receipted to me, but only received Eight hundred & twenty five. 
I am Sir yours &c 
J. V. Hamilton Esq Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt: Indn; Affs 
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Superintendency, Indn Affs 
St Louis 26th Nov 1839 Sir, When about to make the remittance by Mr. Hamilton, a few days 
since, for your agency, it occurred to me, that your requisitions for the amounts and objects 
specified in the enclosed duplicate receipts, had been paid, but on reference to the proper 
accounts I found they were not entered, and at the moment of writing you concluded they had not 
been drawn—-But in arranging my vouchers today; which have been very heavy during the 
present quarter; I found the requisitions which were taken up on presentation. I have therefore to 
request, that you will reimburse me out of the funds remitted by Mr. Hamilton, for these 
objects—If there is an immediate and safe opportunity, you can send me the money, or should 
you not have made the draft on me, for the five hundred dollars, authorized by my letter of the 
25th Ultimo, it can be used for that object. In that case you will please forward the duplicate 
receipts I sent you immediately; making no draft upon me, as a matter of course. If neither of 
these arrangements will suit, you can retain the funds until you make your next requisition in 
favor of the contractor for issues to the Shawnees—pay over that sum ($500) to the contractor, or 
the person who buyes the requisition, and take the receipt of the person who sends down the 
requisition for that sum and let it accompany the abstracts and other vouchers, and the balance 
will be paid at sight—-You will however, not enter the transaction on the requisition—Merely 
send the contractor or other person's receipt for that much money received on account of it from 
me. Please write me immediately on receipt of this, and inform me which of these arrangements 
you will embrace 
Majr R. W. Cummins Very Respectfully yours &c 
Indn. Agent Joshua Pilcher, Supt. Indn Affs. 
 
Superintendency Indn Affs St Louis 6th Decr 1839 Sir, Your letter of the 12th Ult: relative to the 
claims of Rogers and party, has been received, and will be forwarded to the commissioner; And 
you can state to Rogers; that nothing will wanting on my part to forward a claim which seems to 
me to be based upon the principles of Justice. 
Yours & 



Majr R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Agent Supt Indn Affs 
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Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 6th Decr 1839 Sir, I have received your letter of the 20th Ultimo, and am sorry to state 
in answer, that the remittances referred to, in the Commissioners letter of the 23d March last, 
have never been made. It was doubtless an over-sight in the great pressure of business upon the 
office; but you may assure those Indians, that nothing shall be wanting on my part to satisfy their 
claims, as early as possible 
Very Respectfully Sir 
Majr Your most Obdt Servt 
Rich W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt Ind Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St. Louis 9th Decr 1839 
Sir, 
Your letter of the 19th Ultimo was duly received and its contents noted—You will have seen 
from the concluding paragraph of the Commissioners letter, relative to the claims of the party of 
Shawnees al-luded to by you that his requirements are imperitive as respects the con-ditions of 
payment, and however I much regret any suffering on the part of those who have complied with 
the Treaty I do not see how either you or myself can prudently or consistently depart from his 
instructions 
I am Sir 
Majr R. W. Cummins Your obdt Servt 
Indn Agent Joshua Pilcher 
Supt Ind Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Aff s 
St. Louis Decr, 9th 1839 Sir— I have received your letter of the 20th Ultimo , and in answer am 
to state, that the only information I can impart upon the Subject, will be found in the following 
extract——of a letter from the commissioner of Indian Affairs under date of the 17th September 
1839. In that letter he says "a remittance will be made to you immediately, for which you will 
account under the head of "fullfilling Treaties with the Delawares" pr act  
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3rd March 1839, and which you will cause to be paid to the surviving Chiefs of those Indians, for 
whom a life annuity of $100 each was provided by the Treaties of l8l8 & 1832. However 
desirable it may be to fullfill the obligations in the Supplemental treaty of 1829, alluded to in 
your letter, it appears to me, that it will be best to confine the disbursments to the object specified 
by the Commissioner, until he can be consulted which will be done, and a copy of your letter 
forwarded 
I am Sir, yours &c 



Majr R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt Indn Affs 
 
Superintendency Indian Affairs 
St. Louis 10th Decr 1839     Sir, At the request of the Marshall for the district of Missouri I for-
ward the enclosed letter from him, together with a Subpoena for certain Indians of the Kickapoo 
tribe, to be heared in evidence in the case of Rolling Thunder, who stands charged with the 
murder of an American Citizen within your Agency 
You will find also a blank Subpoena to be filled by yourself with the name of any Interpreter the 
Indians may select to accompany them; and I have been requested by the Marshall, to State that 
if there are any other influential Indians that the tribe would like to have present at the trial; that 
you can insert their names in the blank Sub-poena. And in order that the tribe may be fully 
satisfied that the prisioner has had a full and fair investigation; and their immediate Agent would 
be more likely to inspire confidence than any other person, it is deemed Advisable that you 
accompany the party and attend the trial if the Indians request it, and it be consistent with your 
other duties. In that event your necessary expences will be paid as a matter of course. 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn. Agent Supt Indn Affs 
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Superintendency, Indn. Affs 
St Louis 17th Decr 1839 
Sir, 
You will find herewith enclosed, the copy of a letter from the commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
together with the accounts of Messrs. A. L. Papin & Co. and Mr. P. A. Sarpey, to which your 
attentioned is called. Mr. Sarpy was particularly informed by me that he would have to place his 
claim in the form of an account, like any other account and sustain it by the papers enclosed. 
Yours &c 
J.V. Hamilton Esq J. Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt Indn Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Affs 
S Louis 24th Decr 1839    Sir, A letter has been received at this office from the commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, under date of the 10th Instant by which you are authorized to proceed in the 
erection of the buildings contemplated for your accomodation at the Council Bluff Sub Agency; 
and authorized by my letter of the 21st June, last which must not exceed in cost four hundred 
Dollars. In this it is presumed, you will have no difficulty in having the contract alluded to in 
your letter of the 13th of October, carried out, and the work continued to its completion--And 
when done you are authorized to make duplicate requisitions upon me for the sum of four 
hundred dollars which, if in due form, and accompanied with the contract properly certified will 
be paid at sights In making the account, you must state the nature of the service, refer to the 
contract, and its date, and to this letter of Authority then make your requisitions below the 
account, and let them be followed by the receipts of the contractor. 
Your most obdt servt 



Mr Stephen Cooper Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub Agt Supt Ind Affs 
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Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 6 January 1840     
Sir   Herewith I have the honor to forward the copy of a letter this day received from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs which will impart the information asked for, in your 
communication of the 20th Novr 1839. 
Majr R. W. Cummins I am Sir, yours &c 
Indian Agent Joshua Pilcher, Supt Indn Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 3rd January 1840 Sir 
Your letter of the 23rd Decr 1839, is at hand, and in answer I am to say that the issues to the 
Stockbridge and delaware Indians under the contract with Mr. Johnston, must be strictly 
confined to those of both Tribes who were parties to the Treaty under which they emigrated. If 
there be any among them of either Tribe, who are not en- titled to the benefit of the Treaty, and 
are destitute and likely to suffer, please state it at length and I will with great pleasure endeavor 
to have them embraced in the issues. But as I have taken the responsibility of paying the 
expences of removal and subsisting them without any instruct-ions to that effect, or information 
of any kind from the Department, I must at least confine myself to the letter of a Treaty which 
has not yet received the sanction of the Government, 
Respectfully yours &c 
Majr Rich W Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt Indn Affs 
 
Superintendency, Indn Affs 
St Louis January 1839 
Sir, Your letter of the 21st December 1839 has been received; and for the reasons therein stated 
you are authorized to employ Mr. Simpson or some other competent person, at a sallary of not 
more than three dollars per day to superintend the Issues to the Stockbridge Indians. It must be 
understood however that it will be subject to the Sanction of the Comr. of Indn. Affs 
Majr R. W. Cummins lours & c Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt, Indn. Affs 
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Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis, 3rd January 1840 
Sir,  
Your letter of the 24th December 1839, recommending Robert Simmerwell as assistent Smith 
has been received, and he has been recommended to the Commissioner John Libe a 
Pottawattama cannot be recommended until it is shewn how and where the vacancy accurred 
which is recommended by you to fill, the name of the former incumbent &c. 



I am Sir yours &c 
Majr A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub Agent Supt of Indn Affs 
 
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 6 January l840 Sir. I have now before me your letter of the 22nd September last on the 
Subject of the ploughs for the Kanza Indians in which you propose to refer the matter to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, By no means:—there is nothing in the case that requires the 
decission or action of that Gentleman? The object of my last letter upon the Subject was to 
transfer the property that had been called for by you, purchased, and forwarded from my charge 
to yours; and thereby enable my self to close my property returns by proper vouchers,--And in as 
much as the property had been at the place of deposit for several months without any report from 
you. I thought and still think the request was reasonable however I duly appreciate the principle 
of not receipting for property which you think would be useless to the Indians, The power to 
reject however under the circumstances, finds its origin in the Agent and not in the Regulations; 
but nevertheless the condemnation meets my unqualified approbation, as it would not be right to 
make the Indians the Victim of an error of Judgment on my part, an omission on yours to 
discribe the articles required or a failure on the part of the contractor to furnish the article equal 
to what was expected. 
The 50 ploughs have been noted in my return as condemned by the Agents and to be replaced by 
others: I have therefore to request that you will at convenience discribe such ploughs as you wish 
in place of those condemned:—and they shall be furnished in the spring as early as possible. It 
may be well to do it early so as to give the contractor ample time. Though not specified in the 
contract,  it was a verbal understanding that the ploughs should have no bolters; thinking as I did 
that they would suit the first effort of the Indians,  better without the boulter and it would seem a 
little hard to require that addition but still if in your Judgment they will answer better with 
boalter, make known your  
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wishes and they shall be fullfilled 
With much respect, Sir yours &c 
Majr R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt Indn Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 10th Jany 1840 Sir, Herewith you will find enclosed the copy of a letter from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to which your particular & Immediate attention is called 
It seems to me that the muster rolls alluded to by the Com-missioner should be attended to first 
without reference to any consultations about the future distribution of the party, and you can 
subse-quently hold the necessary consultations, and make the report required respecting the 
distrubtion of the Delawares to permit the new emigrants to remain where they are—I think it 
will be best to designate all those who were not parties to the Treaty by a sepperate roll, so soon 
as you shall have completed those, you will please forward them to this office. It is difficult for 
me to decide whether it be the intention of the Comr to ration the party from Canada, who are not 
embrased in the Treaty or not. But I have concluded if I err to err on the side of humanity and 



you are therefore at Liberty to issue to them as to the others, with an understanding with the 
contractor that it must be sanctioned by the Commissioner; and in order to prevent confusion, it 
will I think be well, to designate the rations issued to them by a sepperate abstract and 
requisitions 
I am Sir your most obdt Servt 
Majr. Richd W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Superintendent Indn Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St. Louis 10th Jany 1840  Sir Your letter of the 15th Decr 1839 has just been received, and in 
answer to your enquiry respecting the Continuance of Mr. Hardin as farmer, for the Chippawas, 
0ttawas, & Pottawattamas, I am to inform you that no remittances have been made for payment 
of Mr. Hardin nor has a farmer been noticed, in any of the allotments for those tribes from which 
I am to infer that no appropriation was made for that object at the last session of Congress. Under 
these circumstances I do not feel at liberty to say that Mr. Harden will be paid for the  
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present year, nor can any requisition in his favor be paid until funds are remitted for that purpose. 
The commissioner will be informed of Mr. Hardins claims for his services during the last year, 
and if allowed and funds are remitted his claim will be settled, 
I am Sir 
Your obdt Servt 
Stephen Cooper Esq Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub. Agt Supt. Indn Affs 
 
Superintendency Indian Affs 
St. Louis 27th Feby 1840 
Sir, Your nomination of St. Newton as assistent Smith for the Delaware Indians and David 
Bentley as farmer for the Kanzas has received the sanction of the Department 
Very Respectfully Sir 
Majr. R. W. Cummins  I am your most obdt. Servt 
Indn Agent. Joshua Pilcher, Supt Indn Affs 
   
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis Feby 27th 1840 Sir— Herewith will be found the copy of a letter from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to which I am to call your particular attention and if it is found 
that any of the Indians of your Sub-Agency are tresspassing in the manner indicated by the 
Commissioners letter you will use all possible efforts to stop it. 
I am Sir yours &c 
Stephen Cooper Esq Joshua Pilcher 
Sub Indn Agt Supt. Indn Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis Feby 27th 1840 
Sir, 



In forwarding the muster Rolls called for in my letter of the 10th of January last; it is found that 
you omited to transmit a duplicate of the Roll for the Delaware & Munsee Indians. But as the 
Commissioner is anxious to get the Rolls, I have forwarded the one you sent and have to request  
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that you will immediately furnish a duplicate for the use of this office 
I am Sir 
Ma jr. R. W. Cummins Your most obdt Servt 
Indn Agent Joshua Pilcher 
Supt Indn Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 27th February 1840 Sir, Herewith you will find enclosed the copy of a letter from the 
commissioner of Indian Affairs from which I regret to say it will be found that Mr, Simpson can 
only be allowed two dollars and fifty cents per day for his services as issuing Agent 
Xou will reccollect that in my letter, authorizing Mr. Simpson's employment, it was subject to 
the Sanction of the Commissioner and consequently your requisitions for his pay must not 
exceed the amount indicated by the enclosed copy. Should Mr. Simpson be unwilling to continue 
at that price, you will report it immediately to this office, and if he continues be pleased to report 
the date on which his services commenced. 
I am Sir Yours &c 
Majr R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt Indn Affs 
 
Superintendency Indn Affs  St Louis 27th, February 1840 Sir, Herewith you will find enclosed a 
commission, constituting you agent for the Ottos, Missouries, Omahas & Pawnees, for four 
years, you will find also a blank bond which you will please execute with two sureties at least, 
whose sufficiency must be certified by the District Attorney or Judge, You will also take the 
Oath of office, required before some Justice of the peace,  and when thus completed., forward the 
same to this office without delay 
I am Sir yours &c 
Mr. J. V. Hamilton Joshua Pilcher 
Fort Leavenworth Supt Indn Affs 
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Superintendency Indn Affs  
St Louis 27th February 1840 Sir, You will find herewith enclosed, the copy of a letter from the 
Com-missioner of Indian Affairs, to which I must call your immediate and particular attention. 
And should a failure take place in the object contemplated you will as early as practicable report 
the same to this office and state particularly the cause of such failure 
I am Sir, yours &c 
Stephen Cooper Joshua Pilcher 
Indn S Agt Supt. Indn Affs 
 



Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 29th Febry 1840 Sir, Immediately on the receipt of this, you will please furnish this 
office with an estimate, for the funds, necessary to feed such Emigrant Indians as are now under 
contract within your Sub Agency, and before any other requisition is made upon me for 
provisions for Indigent Indians you will please state the amount origionally allowed by Majr 
Hitchcock for your Sub-Agency, and what amount has been drawn for by you this information 
has been repeatedly called for and is now indispensible 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub Agt Supt Indn Af fs 
 
Superintendency Indns Affs 
St Louis 29th Febry 1840 Sir, The changes proposed by the Pottawattamas, and reccommended 
in your letter of the 15th December 1839 relative to the erection of certain buildings, have been 
approved, and you will accordingly expend the amount as proposed by the Indians, dispensing of 
corse with the twelve cabbins, originally, contemplated 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher, 
Indn Sub-Agent Supt Indn Affs 
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Superintendency Indn Affs 
St. Louis 29th Feby 1840 Sir, As there seems to exist some misapprehension about issues to the 
part of Stockbridge, munsee & Delaware Indians that emigrated from Wisconsin last fall, it is 
thought advisable to authorize you to issue to the whole party under the contract with Mr. 
Johnston, provided they do not exceed 174 souls, which if I understand your letter, is the number 
who emigrated. Their conductor reported them to me as 169, but I suppose he made a mistake. 
You will please explain to such as are not embraced in the Treaty that I have taken this 
responsibility, and if it is not sanctioned by the Commissioner I shall have to stop the issues to 
all such as are not entitled to rations by the Treaty 
Very Respectfully 
Majr R. W. Cummins Sir yours &c 
Indn Agent Joshua Pilcher 
Supt Indn Affs 
  
Superintendency Indn Affairs 
St Louis 29th Feby l840 Sir, So soon as practicable after the receipt hereof you will please make 
an estimate for the funds necessary to pay the several contracts for feeding the Indians of your 
Agency. You will please make sepperate estimates for each contract. You will please estimate at 
the same time for the pay of an issuing Agent, provided there be one employed. I am aware that 
you have no other data in making such an estimate but the present number of Indians, and this of 
course you must assume. 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr R. W. Cummins Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt Indn Affs 



  
Washington City, 4th Febry 1840 Sir, Your letter of this date has been received,  and for reasons 
therein stated, your departure from your post is sanctioned and leave of absence for sixty days 
from that date is granted. It must be understood however that under no circumstances can your 
absence for a longer time be sanctioned. 
Very Respectfully Sir yours &c 
Majr. A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Sub Indn Agt Supt. Indn. Affs 
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Superintendency Indian Affs 
St Louis 29th February l840 Sir Herewith you will find the copy of a letter from the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, dated the 18th Instant to which your immediate and particular 
attention is called, and should you fail in the accomplishment the object set fourth in the 
enclosed copy, you will immediately report the same to this office with the reason of the failure. 
I am Sir yours &c 
Majr A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Supt Indn Affs Ihdn Sub Agent 
 
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 14th March 1840 Sir, Your very lengthy communication of the 23d Ult: informing me 
of a wanton murder committed on an American Citizen by a Maha Indian, has just fell in my 
hands 
The laws and regulations point out clearly your duties in cases of this kind—with those you have 
been furnished long since, and you will therefore proceed to their execution without delay and 
see that the Offender is arrested and brought to justice. It will be well to bring such Indian 
testimony as can be procured in order to ensure his conviction, two or three witnesses will be 
sufficient 
I would reccommend that you procure a good interpreter for the Occasion. You may assure the 
Maha Nation, that no part of their annuities will be paid until the offender is delivered up 
I am Sir yours &c 
Jos V. Hamilton Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt Ind Affs 
 
Superintendency Indn Affs 
St Louis 14th March 1840 Sir, Your requisition for expences incurred in the transmition of funds 
to the diferent Agents under orders from this office, has been received and will be paid whenever 
sustained by proper vouchers, Duplicate receipts from the Steam Boat for your passage to & 
from St Louis, and for your charge for expences in St Louis are indispensible, and whenever 
furnished the requisitions will be taken up 
I am Sir, Yours &c 
J. V. Hamilton Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Agent Supt Indn Affs 
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Superintendency Indn Affs      St Louis l6th March 1840 Sir, In your letter of the 31st Decr 1839 
you state that license have been granted to two individuals of Liberty to trade temporarily in your 
Sub Agency until such time as they can obtain a license from this of-fice; and ask if it be 
consistent with your duties to grant such permits. 
The laws and regulations with which you have been furnished and with which you ought to make 
yourself acquainted, point out clearly your duties and powers, and to those you are referred. You 
have not named either of the individuals alluded to in your letter, neither has any application 
been made to me for a license to trade as stated by you. This is the best proof that could be 
furnished of the deception practised upon you, and of the unworthiness of the persons to receive 
the temporary permit you mention; and as no part of the requirements of the law seem to have 
been complied with, you will immediately on the receipt of this, revoke the temporary privilege 
granted by you; and report the names of the individuals to this office. For your information and 
future guidance, I will here state what you should require on granting a license. First—-the 
individual or firm must make a written application to you and state the tribe with which they 
wish to trade, place of trade &c. Then if you are satisfied of thier unworthiness, you will require 
an inventory of their goods, good and sufficient security for their good conduct, and a list of the 
names of all persons they propose to take with them to assist in carrying on the trade. Whereupon 
you will be authorized to grant a license, for one or two years. But it is most obvious that your 
safest plan will be to refer all persons making such application to this office and thereby save 
yourself a labor and trouble in which you will find more embarrasment than you can well 
surmount. The persons you mention have not complied with a single requirment of the laws and I 
will advise you to act in relation to them, with promptitude and decission 
I am Sir yours &c 
Mr. Stephen Cooper Joshua Pilcher 
Indn Sub Agt Supt Indn Affs 
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Office Supnt Ind: Affairs St. Louis March 23rd 1840 Sir: 
In the absence of Major Pilcher Supnt, Ind: Affairs, who started for Little Rock Ark: on official 
business on the 23rd Instant, I have the honor to enclose for your information copies of two 
letters this day received from the Commr of Ind. Affairs of the 12th & 13th Instant: also, of the 
extract referred to in that of the 12th Inst: 
With high respect I remain Sir Major R. W. Cummins 
Yr Ms. Obt Servt U. S. Ind: Agent 
(Signed) John Haverty clk 
 
Office Supnt. Ind: Affairs St. Louis March 27" 1840 
Sir: 
As instructed by Major Pilcher before his departure for Arkansas, I have caused to be printed, & 
herewith forward two quires of blank provision returns agreeably to your request of the 7" 
Instant. When delivered to you, be pleased to sign & return the enclosed duplicate receipts 
therefore. 
Major R. W. Cumins U. S. Ind. Agt. 
West Port, Mo.  



With Great Respect 
I have the honor to be Sir 
Y Mo Obt Srvt 
(Signed) Jno Haverty Clk 
  
Office Supnt Inds Affairs 
Sir: St Louis March 28, 1840 
A letter has been this day received from the Comr. of Inds Affairs on the Subject of your 
Accounts for the 4th Quarter of last year, a Copy of which be pleased to find annexed for your 
information. The Supert. is at this time absent on duty in Arkansas, which will explain the mode 
adopted in making you this Communication. 
Major Stephen Cooper Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Sub Ind: Agent Y Mo. Obt Servt 
Council Bluffs (Signed) Jno. Haverty Clk 
 
Office Supt. Inds Affairs 
Sir: St. Louis April 29, 1840 
I reached here a day or two since from Arkansas, and found your letter of the 28" Ultimo relative 
to the money due the Shawanees under the treaty of 1932, and enclose you herewith a check on 
the Bank of Missouri for Five Hundred dollars payable to your order, for which you can 
doubtless  
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command the species Tou will find also the proper receipts which you will please sign and return 
as early as practicable. In regard to the payment of the money to the Indians, it is submitted to 
your discussion. If you are satified that all those who are entitled to the benefit of the money 
have complied with the treaty, I can see no good reason why it should be withheld any longer; 
but if paid, it must be with that distinct understanding; and that the application of any stragler 
who may chance to fall in hereafter will be disregarded. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major R. W. Cummins Tour obt Servt 
U. S. Ind: Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Point, Mo, Supt Ind; Aff. 
 
Superintendency Ind: Affairs 
Sir: St Louis 29, 1840  
Your letter of the 24th Ultimo informing me of a wish expressed by some of the Kanzas chiefs to 
visit this place has been received, and as I have no funds in my hands applicable to the payment 
of their expenses, and they have no particular business, the request cannot be granted. 
Major R.W. Cummins  I am  Sir 
Ind: Agent Y Mo. Obt Servt. 
West Port,  Mo. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendency Ind: Affairs 



Sir. Saint Louis May 6, 1840 
Enclosed you will find an account made out in favor of steam boat "Malta" predicated upon your 
letter of the first instant; the cer-tificate is made to embrace merely the facts detailed by you: 
Ihen signed and returned to this Office, arrangements will be made for its settlement. You will 
likewise find duplicate receipts for a balance due your sub agency on account of contingencies 
for 1839, as, shown by the books of this Office, and you are accordingly hereby authorized & 
requested to draw on me for the amount at sight, and at the same time to sign & return to me the 
receipts above referred to. With regard to the remittance of $5,800, made to you in November 
last, and to which my attention has been called  
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by your letter of the 21st March Ultimo, I can only inform you that the receipts sent up for your 
signature bore on their face all the information I possessed as to the several heads of swine to 
which it was to be applied. With respect to that part of your letter which refer to the receipts sent 
for your signature on account of contingencies, I would merely remark, that you. will find it a 
safe rule to receive and receipt for any moneys remit-ted to you, and to disburse it under the 
heads of Service specified; — should a mistake be made in the apportionment, it will devolve 
upon the Officer making the remittance to Count it, and not upon the person who receives it. 
With great respect I am Sir 
Dr. D. Lowry Y Mo Obt Svt 
Sub. Ind. Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Prairie du Chien Supert Ind. Aff. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: Saint Louis 6" of May 1840 
The duites in which I have recently been engaged have required much absence from my Office; 
and I recollect in passing through St Louis in the month of March, to have prepared a set of 
receipts for you to sign for the fifty ploughs intended for the Kanzas Indians in place of those 
rejected by you last year; and at the same time, either wrote a letter myself, or instructed Mr. 
Fulkuson, who was then in the Office, to write one (for I was on the point of starting for 
Arkansas) arid forward it with the receipts for your signature at the time the ploughs were 
shipped. 
On examination it is found that no such letter has been recorded, and as the receipts have not 
come to hand, it is presumed that Mr. Fulkuson omitted to forward them, I therefore deem it 
advisable to send another set of receipts which will be found herewith enclosed. It appears that 
the ploughs were shipped on the 30" of March and consigned agreeably to my instructions to Mr. 
Ciprian Chouteau with instructions to deliver them to you when called for. Immediately 
therefore, on the receipt of this letter, if you have not already done so; you will call on Mr. 
Chouteau and take charge of the ploughs without any regard to the time at which you intended to 
deliver them to the Indians, and sign & return the enclosed receipts to this Office; as its 
incumbent cannot consistently with duty to himself, consent to any further delay  
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in the transaction so far as he is concerned. 



Major R. W. Cummins I am Sir, Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Superb. Ind: Aff. 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir. S Louis May 7th 1840 
You are hereby authorized and requested to draw on me at sight for the amount of your 
requisition to meet the contingent expenses of the Winnebajo half breed Commissions and at the 
same time be pleased to sign & return to me the enclosed receipts therefore. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Dr. David Lowry Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Prairie du Chien Supert Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis, May 11, 1840 
Your letter of the 21st March last, enclosing your bond for Ten thousand dollars, was received 
during my absence. On examining the bond I found it to be defective & unsatisfactory, and by no 
means in accordance with my instructions of the 27th Febr Ulto. The regulations require that the 
ability of the Securities should be certified by the District Attorney or Judgei this has not been 
done; in the meantime it has been transmitted to the Commr of Ind. Affairs to be placed on file 
until a new one can be executed to proper form. 
Very respectfully, I am 
Maj. Jn. V. Hamilton Y Mo Obt Servt 
Indian Agent (Signed)  Joshua Pilcher 
Council Bluffs Agency, via Supert Ind: Affs 
Fort Leavenworth 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St. Louis 12 of May 1840 
Herewith you mil find enclosed two requisitions in your favor, one for $240 and the other for 
$50, both having been drawn by Mr. Stephen Cooper, and which have been disallowed by the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
I am Sir 
Y Mo Obt Servt 
Capt John Gantt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supt Ind Affs 
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Superintendency of Ind: Affairs 
Sir: Saint Louis May 14, 1840 
I have this day received your letter of the 5th of April Ulto. enclosing one for Mr. Luce; and 
likewise two others of the 30th of same month, one covering your abstract of disbursements in 
April; and the other, receipts for the Kanzas ploughs and for blank provision returns. The receipt 



of this latter will Supercede so much of mine of the 6" Instant as related to the ploughs.    Very 
respectfully I am Sir 
Major R. W. Cummins Y Mo obt Servt 
Ind: Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind: Affaira 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St. Louis May 16 1840 
Your letter of the 8th Inst: has just been received, and I have advised Mr. Campbell to send back 
the requisitions alluded to and obtain a statement of the case from you to be endorsed on the back 
of each requisition. Meantime I have written to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs upon the 
subject; but feel assured that nothing short of your Certificate of the fact of Mr. Johnson's 
inability to sign his name, and of having made his mark as stated, will justify me in paying the 
accounts. 
The contracts must be carried out by some one of the bounden parties! and it is hoped that no 
difficulty will result from the death of Mir. Johnson; but it will be well to make no further 
requisition on this office until you receive advice through me from the Commissioner with 
regard to the mode of transacting the business in future. This will Occasion no delay, in making 
payments, for the reason that all the information required will have been received long before the 
remittances for the present year are made, and I have no funds at present. 
I am Sir 
Major R. W. Cummins Y  Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Agent        (Signed)   Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supt Ind, Affs 
  
Superintendency of Ind. Affairs 
Sir: St Louis May 20, 1840 
There stands to the credit of the Winnebagoes on the books of this office $414.84 on account of 
Agricultural assistance. This sum was secured from Lieut. M. Kissack last fall, but without 
specification as to the year for which it was due. No remittance  
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having been yet received on account of the current year's appropriations, I am entirely out of 
funds of any kindf but as money may be shortly expected, and instructions with regard to the 
application of the above, I shall lose no time in forwarding the amount directly it comes into my 
hands. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Lt. David Lowry Y  Mo. Obt Servt 
Ind, Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Prairie du Chien Supert Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affs  
Sir. S Louis, May 26, 1840 
The enclosed power of Attorney was left in this office last fall by one of the Stockbridge or 
Munsee Indians, which you will please return to the owner; and say to him, that I cannot 



undertake to settle business of this kind as the parties are all unknown to me. The same 
individual left another paper at the same time relative to some payment to be made by Col: Boyd, 
which has been sent to the Commissioner of Ind: Affairs for his sanction. Whenever it is heard 
from the parties interested will be informed of the result.  I am Sir, 
Major R. W. Cummins Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind Agt (Signed)  Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind Affs 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir Saint Louis May 28 1840 
Under the instructions of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs of the 16" Instant, I have employed 
Doctor Joseph R. De Prefontaine of West Port, to vaccinate such Indians as may stand in need of 
the Operation within your Agency & the Sub Agency of Major Davis. As the sum authorized for 
this purpose is but $200, and cannot be exceeded, the operations of the Doctor must be directed 
so as to produce the greatest amount of service possible for the Sum named. He has been directed 
by letter of the date to report to you for instructions and advice. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Obt Srvt 
Ind. Agt. (Signed) Jos. Pilcher 
West port, Mo. Supert. Ind. Affs 
N.B. A letter of like tenor & date addressed to Major Davis, 
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Supert. of Indian Affairs 
Sir S Louis June 2, 1840 
In the apprehension that you may not have been furnished with a copy by your predecessor, I 
transmit herewith the copy of a circular which was received at this office in April 1839, from the 
Commissioner of Inds Affairs. It is now enclosed for your information and future government. 
Immediately on the receipt of the communication, you will proceed with the Omahas now here, 
to your Agency, observing that the great town Platte has been designated as its southern 
boundary, and that under no circumstances can a departure from its limits be tolerated without a 
written permit or order from this office. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Maj. Jos V. Hamilton Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Present Supert Ind: Affs 
 
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs    
Sir, S. Louis, June 4, 1840 
In the "Argus" of this morning it is stated in the Theatre bill, that the Omaha Indians now here 
will appear at the Theatre tonight. The object of this notice is obviously intended to draw a 
crowd and thereby promote the private interest of the players. 
On no Conditions could I permit Indians visiting this place to be used for such a purposes and the 
peculiar circumstances under which these Indians were brought down render it still more 
improper that they should be so used. 



It is not thought probable that the persons who gave this notice would have done so without your 
authority; be that however as it may, it becomes my duty to instruct you to prevent their 
attendance and for the execution of this order you will be held responsible; Meantime I will take 
this occasion to state, that the Steam Boat "Shawnee" will leave port today for Fort Leavenworth, 
and call your attention to my order of the 2nd Instant. 
I am Sir, very respectfully Maj. Jos V. Hamilton 
Y Mo Obt Servt U. S. Ind: Agt 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher, Supert. Ind: Affs now at S Louis 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir, Saint Louis June 6, 1840 
Your note of this morning has been received, and under the circumstances to which you allude, 
your leaving the post of which you have charge is sanctioned, and a leave of absence for one 
month is granted. Immediately on returning to your Sub Agency, you will report your arrival to 
this office. 
In the apprehension that you have not received it heretofore, I enclose herewith for your 
information and future government, the copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, dated 9" of March 1839, to which your attention is expected and required. 
The land assigned to the limited nation of Chippewas, Ottawas & Pottawatomies may be 
considered the limits of your Sub Agency; to these lands your duties are confined, & the 
absenting yourself in future without permission from this office, cannot be Sanctioned. The 
penalty for so doing is elsewhere indicated by the law, the regulations & the circular alluded to; 
and to these your particular attention is called. 
You will find also enclosed a Copy of my letter of the 24th Dec: last, which from your verbal 
Statement it would seem you never received. 
Respectfully, I am Sir 
Mr. Stephen Cooper Y Mo Obt Sert 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
now at St Louis Supert Ind; Aff 
 
To His Excellency 
Govr Robt Lucas Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Burlington, Ioway Tery S Louis, June 13, 1840 
Sir, Mr. Jno. Beach who has recently recd the appointment of Indian Agent for the Sacs & Foxes 
of Missi to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Genl. Street, having come to the city for 
this purpose of completing his bond, finds himself unable to do so, in consequence of the 
absence of the District Judge & Attorney. The regulations authorize the Superintendent when 
satisfied, of the solvency of the Securities to certify this fact, & from my personal knowledge of 
Jno. F. A. Sanford Esq. & Doctor Beaumont the gentle-men whose names are embraced on the 
bond, I would feel no hesitation in giving the required certificate, were it not that Courtesy 
demands it of me to refer it to you as a matter appertaining to your Superintendency.  
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Of the solvency of the gentlemen named, no doubt can be entertained. 
I have the honor to be Sir, with proper respect Y Mo Obt Sert 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher Supt Ind Aff 
 
His Excellency  
Govt R. Lucas Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Burlington, Ioway Tery St. Louis June 15, 1840 
Sir: 
I enclose herewith the bond of Majr A. J. Bruce Ind. Agent for the Sioux of Missi, which with 
regard to the certificate is in the same situation with that of Major Beach referred to in my letter 
to you of the 13" Instant. From personal knowledge I am satisfied of the Sufficiency of Maj. Jn. 
L. Bean, and as to Mr. McCabe, he's seemed one of the most wealthy & responsible men in 
Washington County. Should you from your own knowledge or these assurances, see proper to 
sign the certificate & transmit the bond so certified to the Commissr of Indian Affairs, it will 
greatly oblige Major Bruce. 
I have the honor to be Sir, with perfect respect Y Mo Obt Servt 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert. Ind. Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Ind. Affairs 
St Louis June 18, 1840 
Sir:  
A letter was yesterday received at this office from the Com-missioner of Indian Affairs, relative 
to certain arrearages of Annuity due to the Christian Indians, with an assurance that the amount 
found due would be placed in my hands for payment, so soon as the accounts of the late Disburs-
ing Agents could be adjusted. As the subject was referred to in my Communi-cation to you of the 
26" Ulto: I herewith enclose a copy of the letter above mentioned for your information & the 
satisfaction of those concerned. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major R. W. Cummins Y Mo Obt Sert 
Ind: Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind Aff 
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Superintendency of Ind: Affairs S Louis June 22, 1840 
Sir: 
Your letter of the 12" Instant has been received. With regard to the family of Stockbridge Indians 
referred to by you, you are authorized to include them in the issues in common with the others 
until the present contract expires, unless otherwise instructed. The Commissioner has been 
written to on this subject, and will, no doubt, sanction the proceeding. I sent on a man and his 
wife of the same band a few days since, who will doubtless have reported to you before now; and 
they may also be included in the issues until the contract expires, but it would not be well to lead 
them to expect subsistence for a longer time, as it seems to me that however just their claims 
may be for one year's subsistence, it is not reasonable to expect these issues to be interminable 



for the purpose of finding some dozen straglers who may think fit to remove at their own will & 
pleasure. Of this however, the Commissioner will decide. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very Respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Agt. Y Mo Ob Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert. Inds Affs 
 
Superintendency of Inds Affairs 
Sir: S Louis June 20th 1840  
I have received your letter of the l6" Instant, and duly noted the contents. The motive in writing 
it is duly appreciated, and I take an early occasion to tender you my thanks. 
The Communications heretofore made from this office in relation to Mr. Johnston's Contract for 
supplying the Stockbridge & Munsee Indians with rations, have been written exclusively with an 
eye to facilitate the parties interested, in obtaining justice at the earliest possible dates but as they 
seem to be incapable of appreciating the motives, the incumbent of this office, knowing; will in 
future, confine himself strictly to the line of his duty. Meantime, you will be pleased to regard 
my former communications as your guide without regard to the unjustifiable complaints or 
insidious remarks of any One: and see that the Indians are regularly supplied with good and 
wholesome rations. 
Major R. W. Cummins. Ind. Agt.     Very respectfully &c 
WestPort Mo. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind. Aff 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis July 9, 1840  
I have this day received from the Treasurer of the United States, a remittance of Seven thousand 
dollars on account of the removal of the Winnebagoes,  under the 4th article of the treaty made 
with them on the 1st of November 1837. 
For this amount you are hereby authorized & requested to draw on me at sight, accompanying 
your letter of advice with the enclosed receipts which are forwarded for your signature. Should 
you not be able to obtain specie or its equivalent for such draft, on hearing from you to that 
effect, other arrangements will be immediately made to remit you the cash, 
Dr. David Lowry Very respectfully I am Sir 
Inds Sub Agent Y Mo Obt Servt 
Prairie du Chien (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Inds Affrs. 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis, July 13th 1840 
The [ ] copy of a letter this day received from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, is furnished 
for your information & that of those concerned. 
Very respectfully 
Major R. W.Cummins I am Sir Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 



West Port, Mo. Supert Inds Affs 
  
Superintendency of Inds Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 21, 1840  
Tour letter by Mr. Alley, dated the 6th Instant, was duly received from which it is obvious that 
you have kept no record of your proceedings heretofore. You deny the receipt of a letter from 
this office under date of the 16" March last, to which I have your answer now before me dated 
the 11" April Ultimo. I regret that it becomes my imperative duty to report you to the 
Department for what I can regard only as a wanton deriliction of duty in failing to make out & 
forward your accounts to this office, for which neglect it is certain you can furnish no 
satisfactory reason. 
Respectfully Mr. Stephen Cooper 
I am Sir Ind. Sub Agt 
Y Mo Obt Sert Council Bluffs 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind. Aff  
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir Saint Louis July 21, 1840 
Herewith you will find enclosed a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under date of 
the 27th of June last to which you will please give the necessary attention. 
Immediately on receipt hereof, you will furnish this office with a muster roll shewing the names, 
ages & tribe of the four boys referred to in your letter of 27" April last, together with a report of 
your proceedings in this case. Several Communications have been received at this Office from 
the Department upon this subject, and the information called for has been delayed for want of the 
report from you, which I had reason to expect long since, and for the withholding of which I am 
unable to perceive a Satisfactory reason. It is expected that no further delay will take place after 
the receipt of this letter. 
Maj. Anth. L. Davis Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Sub Agent Y Mo Obt Sert. 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind. Affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 22, 1840  
Your several letters of the 15" & 30" Une Ultimo, with their enclosures have been this day 
received, and your Accounts for the 2" quarter of this year, after the customary examination in 
this office, transmitted to the Commr. of Indian Affairs. 
The Muster Rolls, abstracts & provision returns for the Ottawas & Chippewas are for the present 
placed on file to await the necessary funds for their liquidation. 
With regard to the requisitions in favor of Mr. Stinson, they will of course be paid directly the 
money is received for that purpose! I am now several thousand dollars in advance on account of 
emigration & indigent Indians; of this the Dept. has been long since notified, and a remittance 
under the proper heads asked fors As the appropriations have been made before this time, I trust 



funds will shortly be forwarded to enable me to cancel at least all outstanding claims. No time 
shall be lost in making the necessary arrangements for Payment after the money comes to hand. 
Allow me before closing, to call your immediate attention to the document required by my letter 
to you of the 21" Instant. 
Respectfully &c 
Major A. L. Davis (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Sub. Agt. Supert Indi Aff 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis July 27, 1840 
Your report of the 25th June last, and muster roll of the four Indian boys conducted by you to the 
Choctaw Academy, have been this day received, copied, and forwarded to the Commissioner of 
Ind. Affs. 
I have also recommended that a remittance be made to meet the expenses incurred by you in the 
performance of that duty. 
Maj. Anth. L. Davis Very respectfully &c 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
(Gap River Sub. Agency Supert. Ind. Aff 
West Port, Mo. 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis, August 1, 1840 
Your letter of the 3rd July Ultimo, informing me that J. H. & J. W. Whitehead are now trading 
within your Sub Agency under a license given by you, has been received. But you have not 
informed me whether those persons complied with the regulations of the Department by first 
furnishing an invoice of their goods, a list of their men, and a bond for the due observance of the 
intercourse law. These conditions should be rigidly insisted upon before granting a license; and it 
was under the apprehension that they might be either misconceived or neglected by you that I 
directed that applicants should be referred to this office. 
The gentlemen above named, have recently applied by letter for a license, which will be granted 
so soon as they shall have complied with the conditions above referred to. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Stephen Cooper Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Bellevue Upper Mo. Supert. Ind: Affs 
 
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs 
Sir, S Louis Augt 4, 1840 
You will find enclosed herewith the copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
under date of 25th Ultimo. 
Immediately on receipt hereof, you will report the circumstances under which the vacancies 
occurred, & the names of the former incumbents. You will at the same time do the same thing in 
relation to Fontinilli the Omaha Interpreter, and observe in future, the principle stated in the 
Commissioners letter  
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as a standing rule. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major J. V. Hamilton Y Mb Ob Sert 
Ind. Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Bellevue U. Mo. Superb Ind: Affs 
  
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs     
Sir: S Louis, August 4, 1840 
Your letter of the 12th Ultimo has been received, and I hasten to inform you that no information 
or instructions have been received at this office relative to the transaction alluded to by you, 
which will justify a compliance with your wishes. 
The regulations point out very clearly my duties in relation to the transmission and payment of 
annuities, which under no circumstances can be departed from, without special instructions from 
the Departments Meantime it is presumed that you will have no difficulty in arranging the matter 
with Dr. Lowry or the Winnebagoes, provided the annuities pass through your hands, as they 
most probably will. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Maj. Jno. Beach Y Mo Obt Sert. 
U. S. Inde Agt for Sacs & Foxes    (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Burlington. I. Tert. Supert. Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs   
Sir: S Louis. August 4, 1840 
I have received a letter from Major Jno. Beach Inds Agent, dated 12" July last, informing me that 
a treaty had been concluded be-tween the Sacs & Foxes & Winnebagoes in which the former 
agree to pay the latter $5,000 out of the present year's annuity, and requesting that said amount 
be retained by me & forwarded to you for that object. My answer to him of this date, of which 
you have herewith a copy enclosed, will explain to you my views upon this subject. I shall 
however feel great pleasure in furnishing every aid in my power consistently with the regulations 
to assist the officers of the Department in the discharge 
of their duties. I am Sir, with great respect 
Dr. David Lowry Y Mo Obt Serb 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Prairie du Chien Superb. Inds Affrs 
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Superintendency of Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis August 5, 1840 
Your letter of the 26" June last, covering your report and Sundry accounts with your requisition 
on me for payment, has been received. As no authority was given to make such requisitions, and 
as the funds for your Sub Agency will be Sent up as soon as received, in order that the claimants 
may be paid by yourself; and lest you may have lost the form heretofore given you, one is now 



enclosed for your guidance. On adjusting your accounts, it is found that you owe the United 
States on account of the pay of Sub Agent, $277.11 & on account of Smiths & Strikers $60. 
These sums must be duly credited & accounted for:--There is due to you for contingencies 
$70.75, which will be forwarded with the other remittances for your station. 
Your requisition in favor of Mr. Whitehead for $400 has been received, and will be paid so soon 
as the funds come to hand, & a remittance has been requested to meet it. As a general rule, 
requisitions should not be made on me, without authority first given. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
S. Cooper Esq Y  Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert.  Ind. Affs. 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affs 
Sir: S Louis Augt 4, 1840 
Yr letter of the 27 June last has been received, together with the enclosures. You state that my 
letter of the 19" Sept. last, requesting a report on the condition of your Sub Agency had just been 
received, & forward the report required. If this be so, how did it happen that you answered that 
letter on the 31" Dec. last wherein you made the required report?—The same question is 
applicable to my letter of the 24 Dec last authorizing the erection of Agency buildings and which 
I regret to say involve discrepencies which cannot be satisfactorily explained. 
S. Cooper Esq I am Sir, Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind; Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind Aff 
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Superintendency of Ind; Affairs    
Sir, S Louis Augt 7, 1840 
All future requisitions on account of Robert Johnson's con-tract for supplying the Stockbridge & 
Munsee Indians, must, by a decision of the Department, be drawn in favor of his administrator 
and be signed by him as such--Accompanying the first set of requisites so drawn, must be 
furnished in duplicate, a copy of the letters of administration duly certified by the clerk of the 
Court. These of course will be furnished at the expense of the administration.  No funds for the 
Indian Service have been yet received here, but it is expected they will be to hand in a few days. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Maj. R. W. Cummins Y Mo Obt Sert 
Ind: Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port. Supert Ind Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis, August 7, 1840 
An account in favor of the St Boat "Pavilion" was yesterday presented at this office, amounting 
to $150, with your requisition on me for its payment. There appears to be some discrepancy 
between the present, and a claim handed in some time ago for the same Service by the Capt. of 
the boat. His bill is herewith enclosed for your examination, and in order that you may fill up the 
accounts now forwarded with the sum that you shall deem correct. Permit me before closing to 



remind you, that when drawing requisitions in future, it is desirable, indeed necessary, that they 
should be made in duplicate. 
Dr. David Lowry Very respectfully I am Sir 
Indian Sub Agt Y Mo. Obt. Sert. 
Prairie du Chien (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind: Aff 
 
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs    
Sir: S Louis, August 7, 1840 
Your letter of the 24:  Ulto: has been received; and I have 
agreeably to your advice therein, paid your drafts in favor of H. L. Dowsman for $2000; E. W. 
Pelton for $1000; L. R. March for $1800, and J. S. Lockwood for $350 making a total of $5150 
as stated in your receipts.  
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As the $7000 remitted to me was for One special object, I would greatly prefer to have it covered 
by one set of receipts, and aecordingly herewith enclose such a set (fearing that those first 
forwarded to you may have been destroyed) which I have to request you to sign & draw for the 
balance at sight. So soon as the Set now enclosed come back, those in my possession shall be 
returned to you. 
Will you do me the favor to sign & return to me the receipts for the annuity goods at your early 
convenience; there can be no diffi-culty in doing this, as should any thing fall shorty it will be 
supplied by the Company's agent at Prairie du Chien. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Dr. David Lowry Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Prairie du Chien Supert Ind: Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs   
Sir: St Louis, August 10, 1840 
A letter has been this day received at this office from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, an 
extract from which is hereto annexed for your information and government. I also enclose a copy 
of the treaty of 3" of September 1839, therein referred to, and have in conclusion to request that 
the muster roll & other information asked for, be furnished at your early convenience. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major R. W. Cummins Y Mo Obt Sert 
U. S. Indian Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port Mo. Superb Inds Aff 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sirs St Louis, August 14, 1840  
Tour several letters of the 31" Ulto, and 1" Instant; the former covering your abstract of 
disbursements for July, & your accounts for the second quarter of this year, were yesterday 
received at this office. Your accounts after the usual examination, have been this day forwarded 
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



No remittance has yet been made to me for the current year, I am consequently without means to 
meet the claim of Mr. Simpson for his services as Issuing Agent. Directly funds are received, the 
necessary instructions shall be given upon this Subject. 
Maj. R. W. Cummins Very respectfully &e 
Ind. Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert. Inds Aff 
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Superintendency of Ind. Affairs S Louis August 17, 1840 
Sir: 
I have to request that you will forward to this office at your first convenience, a certified copy of 
Major Hitchcock's letter of the 10" August 1838, authorizing the employment of Andrew off. 
Stinson as Issuing Agent. As the document above called for may be necessary to vouch the 
accounts still due as well as those already paid to Mr. Stinson, I wish to have it on file here to 
meet any emergency that may arise, 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major A. L. Davis Y Mo Obt Servt 
Inds Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port. Mo. Supert Inds Affs 
 
Superintendency of Inds Affairs    
Sir: S Louis. August 24, 1840 
Your letter of the 16" Instant has been received. There was a large, & very important packet on 
board the S. Boat "Shawnee" for your post, containing among other documents, bills of lading 
for the Annuity goods for the Ottoes, Omahas and Pawnees. These, which you will doubtless 
have received before this, will show who is responsible for the delivery of the property. You ask 
instructions upon this subject, which I will accordingly give. You will proceed to your post 
without any manner of excuse or delay, and when the property shipped on board the "Shawnee" 
shall have been delivered according to the bills of lading, you will receipt for, take charge of, and 
see that the proper disposition be made of it. In conclusion, I will state for your information, that 
no agent under this Superintendency will be excused in future for absenting him-self from his 
post without leave, which will be granted only upon a written application; or for anticipating 
such a leave of absence after having made the application. Any departure from this rule will be 
fol-lowed by a suspension of pay, and an immediate recommendation for the re-moval of the 
officer so offending. The difficulty that will attend the disbursements for the present year make it 
especially necessary that all agents should be at their posts until the remittances for the last half 
of the year shall have reached them; and as your post is somewhat remote, your particular 
attention is called to this subject. The system  
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of anticipating payments to persons employed at the different Agencies or any of them, by 
obtaining the necessary vouchers upon the note or obligation of the Agent to pay them when 
funds are received, is a direct infraction of all the regulations and cannot be tolerated. When 
funds are received by the Agents they will pay them over to the claimants upon proper vouchers. 



The laws & regulations cannot, nor shall not be dispensed with, evaded or superceded for the 
convenience or accommodation of either the Agents or the persons under their contract, 
Maj. Jos. V. Hamilton Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Agent Y Mo Obt Sert 
Fort Leavenworth (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Inds Affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis. August 25, 1840 
A party of men left this city a day or two since for the west, whose object I have casually 
understood to be an excursion of pleasure towards the Arkansas. I learn further; that the party 
consists principally of British Officers from Canada. These gentlemen are unknown to me 
however, and it is presumed are ignorant of the requirements of the law regulating trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes. The 6" Section of the intercourse law imposes a heavy penalty 
upon any foreigner who may go into the Indian Country without a passport. This you or any 
other Agent have the power to grant. To the gratification of the wishes of the party alluded to, 
there exists no objection; but as a Strict observance of the law is required from our own Citizens, 
it is not reasonable that others should be permitted to disregard it. It is therefore proper, if you 
should have an opportunity of doing so, that you call the attention of these individuals to the law. 
Meantime, should they apply for the passport required, you will grant it as a matter of course, 
specifying their object to be recreation or Amusement. 
Very respectfully 
Maj: R. W. Cummins Y Mo Ob Sv 
U. S. Inds Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West port. Mo. Supert Inds Affrs 
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(circular)  
Superintendency of Ind. Affairs 
S Louis August 27, 1840 
Sir: I have to call your attention to the annual reports required by the regulations respecting the 
condition of your agency, and to require that such reports be forwarded to this office with as little 
delay as possible. Nothing is necessary from me on this subject but a reference to my letter of the 
19th September 1839. I will however take this occasion to remark, that all persons within your 
Agency from whom such reports are required, should address them to you, unless the individual 
be under instructions to address them direct to another person. If there be any person employed 
in the Indian Service within your Agency, who is under such instructions, it is not known to this 
office, and if it be so, I wish to be informed upon the Subject. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Y Mo Obt Servt 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind: Affrs 
Major J. V. Hamilton  
Ind. Agt. 
Major H. W. Cummins 



Ind. Agt.  
Major Anth. L. Davis  
Ind Sub Agt. 
Mr. Stephen Cooper  
Ind Sub Agt 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis August 29, 1840 
Herewith enclosed you will find the allotment of funds for your Agency for the current year, and 
also a packet recd, from the Comr. of Indian Affairs to your address. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major J. V. Hamilton Y Mo Obt Sert 
Ind. Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Council Bluffs Agy Supert Ind. Affs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis August 29, 1840 
Herewith enclosed you will find the allotment of funds for your agency for the current year; and 
also a statement of the interest on the Shawnee investment to include the 1" January 1840. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Maj. R. W. Cummins Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port. Mo. Superb Ind: Affairs 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs S Louis August 29, 1840 
Sir: 
Herewith enclosed you will find the allotment of funds for the service of your Sub Agency for 
the current year; and also a packet received from the Comr. of Indian Affairs to your address. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Major Anth. L. Davis Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port. Mo. Supert Ind: Affrs 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis August 29, 1840 
Your letters of the 19" & 20" Inst: with their enclosures have just been received; and as requested 
by yours of the 19th & promised as mine of the 7" Inst: I herewith return your several receipts 
amounting to Seven thousand dollars—The drafts have been all presented & paid. 
I am Sir, very respectfully 
Dr David Lowry Y Mo Obt Sert 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Prairie du Chien Supert Ind Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 



Sir: Saint Louis September 3rd l840 
If convenient, I should be thankful if you would furnish me with a copy of the invoice of goods 
sent out by the Department last year for the Sioux;—I mean the $10,000 worth of goods 
furnished under the Treaty of 1837. It is presumed you will find this invoice among the files left 
by Major Taliaferro. And I would beg leave to suggest the propriety of your making a 
distribution of the funds for the ensuing year yourself, —that is, make a memorandum of the  
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article required, and State the amount you wish to be invested in each article so as to cover the 
ten thousand dollars. This should be forwarded immediately to the Departments and if my 
suggestion be adopted. I should be glad to receive a copy of the: memorandum so that if 
authorized to let out a contract, as was the case this year, I may have data that will insure to the 
Indians the article best suited to their condition & habits. It is only from the Agents who are with 
the Indians and have an opportunity of consulting there wishes, and who are presumed to know 
best their wants, that such data can be obtained.  You will no doubt before this, have received a 
duplicate of the allotment for your Agency for this year, though the funds have not 
yet come to hand. So soon as received, measures will be taken to remit them. Very respectfully I 
am Sir 
Maj; Amos J. Bruce Y Mo Obt Servt 
Indian Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Fort Snelling Supert Ind. Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis September 3rd 1840 
You will doubtless have received a duplicate of the allotment for your Sub Agency, though the 
funds have not yet been received here, nor can I say when they will. From present appearances I 
am led to think the payment will be late; and as the transportation of specie may be attended with 
unusual difficulty, I should like to know if you think the payment could be made in notes (those 
equivalent to the legal currency of the Country) with equal satisfaction to the Indians, and 
without affecting injuriously their interest. 
You will oblige me, if you can without too much trouble, by furnishing me with a Copy of the 
invoice of goods sent out last year by the Department for the Winnebagoes,--I mean the $20,000 
invoice furnished under the Treaty of 1837—-And I would beg leave to suggest the propriety of 
your making as early as practicable a distribution of the fund to be invested next year;—-that is, 
to make a memorandum of the kind of goods that will be required; stating the amount you wish 
to be invested in each article; so as to make up the $20,000. Such memorandum should be 
transmitted to the Department, and if adopted, I would thank you to forward me a Copy, in order 
that if I should be authorized to let out a contract here, as was the case this  
 
[Page 81] 
 
year, I may have data that will enable me to secure to the Indians the articles best suited to their 
wants, condition and habits. 
Dr. David Lowry Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agent Y Mo Obt Sert 



Prairie du Chien (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind; Aff 
 
To his Excellency 
Gov. R. Lucas Superintendency Indian Affairs 
Burlington Iowa Tery St Louis Sept 3rd 1840 
Sir, 
I have taken the liberty of addressing Major A. J. Bruce Indian Agent at St Peter's, upon a 
Subject which makes it proper that my communication should pass through your office; and in 
the event of its meeting your views I will thank you to afford it a speedy conveyance to his 
Agency. 
You have no doubt before this received a duplicate of the allotment for your Superintendency for 
this year, although the funds have not yet come to hand. Directly they are received, you will be 
authorized to draw for the amount, or other means will be taken to remit it. 
I have the honor to be Sir, with great respect Y Mo obt sert  
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher Supert Inds Affs. 
 
To His Excellency  
Gov. H. Dodge Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Mineral Point, W. T.        Saint Louis, Sept 3" 1840 Sir: 
I have taken the liberty of addressing Doctor Lowry upon a subject which makes it proper that 
my Communication should pass through your office: and if it should meet your views, I will 
thank you to give it a speedy conveyance to his Sub agency. 
You have doubtless received a duplicate of the allotment for your Superintendency for the 
current year, though the funds have not yet come to hand. Directly funds are received you will be 
authorized to draw for the amount, or other means will be taken to remit it. 
I have the honor to be Sir 
With great respect I Mo Obt Servt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher Supert Inds Affs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs     
Sir: Saint Louis Sept 9, 1840 
You will find enclosed herewith, the copy of a letter from the Comr of Inds Affairs, under date of 
the 27" Ultimo, together with an ex-tract of a letter from this office to the Comr. dated 27 Febr 
last, enclosing your letter of the 15" Jan. 
To the copy of the Commissioner's letter I beg leave to call your particular attentions, and in 
explaining the subject to the Delawares, you will please make known distinctly that the half 
breed land referred to was reserved by the Kansas Indians & conveyed to these half breeds by a 
Solemn treaty, before the Delawares moved to that country, and that consequently the 
Government had neither the power or the right to deprive them of it without their consent and 
payment. And, that any impressions made upon the minds of the Delawares to the contrary was 
erroneous and improper—But that the Government is now willing to purchase and dispose of it 
in the manner indicated by the Commissioner's letter; provided the plan suggested be sanctioned 
by all parties. 



You will please ascertain the wishes & sentiments of both parties upon the whole subject; and 
report the same to the office at your early Convenience. I am Sir with much respect 
Major R. W. Cummins Y Mo Obt Svt 
Inds Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Supert Ind Affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs   
Sir: Saint Louis Sept 9, 1840 
I have received your letter of the 25" Ulto, enclosing a copy of your Communication of the 27" 
January last, which was recd here during my absence. 
It was referred to me on my return from Washington, and in the hurry of leaving the city on 
official business, Mr. Fulkerson then in the office, was instructed to record & forward that 
together with several other letters, but it seems that he omitted the one in question,, It has this 
day been transmitted to the Comr with such remarks as it seems to require. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Maj. R. W. Cummins Y Mo Obt Servt 
Inds Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port Mo. Supert Inds iff 
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Superintendency of Inds Affairs 
Sir: Saint Louis Sept 9, 1840 
Herewith enclosed you will find two memorials addressed to the Secretary of War & signed by a 
large number of the Pottawatomies of your Sub Agency 
You will be pleased to make an elaborate & impartial report to this office upon the several 
subjects referred to in each memorial. 
There is but one subject alluded to in these memorials which seems to require any remarks from 
me at present; and however little disposed to attach too much weight to the representations of a 
people who in their present condition are but too apt to misconstrue what is said to them, and 
who are frequently misunderstood in their intercourse with whites; I will take this occasion to 
remark that an interference of one gentleman engaged as a missionary with the congregation or 
band committed to the charge of another, would not only be improper but at war with the 
laudable object they all have in view, and that such a course would meet the unqualified 
condemnation of this office, and I doubt not, that of the 
Secretary of War. 
Major Anth. L. Davis Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Ind: Sub Agt Y Mo Obt Servt 
West Port Mo (Signed) Joshua Pilcher - Supert Ind Affs 
  
Superintendency of Inds Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sept 9, 1840 
I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from Mr. James Logan Agent for the Creek Indians within 
the Superintendency of Major Arm-strong. 
I should be glad to receive such information as you may be able to impart upon the subject of the 
departure of the Peankeshaws, to the end that I may know whether the subject is worthy of a 



reference to the Commissioner or not. Certain I am that the principle is a bad one to which 
Congress would give no encouragement whatever. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Maj. Anth L. Davis Y Mo Obt Servt 
Inds Sub Agts (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Porte Supert Inds Aff 
Superintendency of Inds Affairs 
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Sir: S Louis, Sept 9, 1840  
Herewith you will find enclosed a copy of a letter from the Comr of Inds Affairs dated the 29th 
Ulto, to which your particular attention is called; and I think it will be well for you to make a 
report upon the subject. 
When the annuities for this year are remitted, you will receive the necessary instructions 
respecting the mode of payment. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Major Anth. L. Davis Y Mo Obt Sert 
Inds Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert Inds Affrs. 
  
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, Sept 10 l840 
In the license granted to G. W. Dalton as reported in your letter of the 25th of July last, you 
should have requested of him an invoice of his goods or the articles taken into the country for 
trade, and a list of the names of the men employed by him, and reported the same to this office. 
A former letter from me upon that subject as well as the laws & regulations point out clearly 
what is necessary. With these laws & regulations I cannot too strongly recommend that you 
make yourself acquainted, and that in any future permit you may grant that they be implicitly 
complied with.        I am Sir Y Obt Sert 
Mr. S. Cooper (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Sub Agt. Supert. Ind. Affrs. 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sept 10, l840 
In your letter of the 26th of June last you expressed a wish to come down for the purpose of 
making some purchases for your family. For the reasons assigned by you, a leave of absence is 
granted which must not under any circumstances exceed Sixty days. The time of leaving you 
post is left to your own discretion and it is expected that you will be governed in this by a due 
regard to the good of the public service. You will report to this office the time of your departure 
from & return to your post. I am Sir Your Obt Servt 
Mr. Stephen Cooper (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind, Sub Agt. Supert. Ind. Affs. 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sept 10. 1840 
Mr. John Haverty the Clerk of this office visits your Sub Agency for the purpose of making 
annuity payments to the Chippewas, Ottawas & Pottawatomies in which he will be aided by Mr. 
Sire who goes up on other business. 
In the discharge of his duties you will render Mr. Haverty every possible facility, and spare no 
effort in enforcing the intercourse law, and preserving order among the Indians to the end that 
Mr. H. may meet with no embarrassment in the discharge of his duties. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Mr. Stephen Cooper Y Obt Servt 
Ind. Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert. Ind. Affs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir St Louis Sept l5, 1840  
A letter has recently been received at this Office from the Comr of Indian Affairs by which you 
are authorised to expend a sum not exceeding Fifteen hundred dollars for the erection of agency 
Buildings for the Council Bluff Agency. This allowance has been made upon my 
recommendation. 
To the execution of this work you will proceed without delay and have such an establishment 
constructed as will afford the greatest possible comfort to the Agent and his family; having an 
eye always to the sum allowed for that object which cannot be exceeded. If you think it best to 
form a contract with some individual there to perform the whole work, you are at liberty to do so. 
If not you are at liberty to expend the sum allowed under your own superintendence by 
employing a number of workmen for that purpose. In the latter case you must be particular in 
taking duplicate receipts from each individual for the number of days he may be employed, the 
amount allowed per day &c. It has occurred to me that a little establishment can be built with the 
means allowed by the adoption of the latter plan, but it is referd entirely to your own decision. 
Should you adopt the latter plan you will make an estimate for the probable amount of funds 
required this fall to advance the work and so on from time to time until it be completed, in which 
it is expected there will not be  
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an hour of unnecessary delay. Should the site of Belle Vue not be agreeable you are at liberty to 
select any point between the Mouth of the Big River Platte & the Council Bluff, but under no 
circumstances can the buildings be erected below the Mouth of the Platte. The movement of the 
Indians West point to the position above indicated, as one of the most important for an Agency 
on the Upper Missouri, and I shall rely on your Vigilence & promptitude in the execution of the 
work herein authorized. Indeavour to establish the agent comfortably in the first place and we 
will try to get means for the out works hereafter. 
Your Mo Ob Ser 
Jos V Hamilton Esq. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Agent. Sup Ind Aff 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 



Sir, St Louis 15 Sept 1840 
Herewith you will find enclosed a statement & memorandum of some additions which the 
Gentlemen in charge of the Pottawatomies School House or Church lately erected under contract 
authorised by a communication from this office 
As the original contract did not require the whole sum allowed by the department you are 
authorised to form a New Contract for the construction of the additions noted in the 
memorandum provided they do not exceed Three hundred & sixty dollars or for so much of these 
additions as will amount to that sum. You will embrace all that can be done in one contract and 
forward the same immediately to this office so that a remittance may be asked to meet your 
requisitions so soon as the work is done. 
Yr Mo Ob Sv 
Majr A. L. Davis Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Sub Agent Sup Ind Affairs 
 
Superintendency Indian Affairs 
Sir St Louis 7 Oct 1840 
Having received no authority to employ a Special agent for the transmission of funds to the  
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agencies on the Upper Mississippi I have to avail myself of the additional regulations and to 
request that you will (with the approbation of your superintendent) proceed to this place for the 
purpose of receiving the funds for annuity payments and other objects within your sub agency 
for the Year 1840. 
Should you be here by the 20th it will be early enough. At the same time should circumstances 
require it you can take charge of the funds for Major Bruce's Agency 
I am Sir 
Yr mo Ob Svt 
Dr David Lowry Sd Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Sub agent Supt Ind Affairs 
 
Superintendency Indian Affairs 
Sir, St Louis 7th Oct 1840 
Herewith I have the honor to enclose a letter for Mr. Lowry to which your sanction is requested I 
will ask you moreover to forward the letter to Mr. Lowry with the requisite: instructions 
With great respect 
I have the honor to be 
His Excellency Yr Mo Ob Sr 
Henry Dodge Sd Joshua Pilcher 
  
Sup Ind Aff 
Superintendency Indian Affairs 
Sir St Louis 7th Oct 1840         
I have the honor to enclose herewith in duplicate a receipt for Five Hundred Dollars being the 
amount allowed for the Current expences of your superintendency for first half of the year 1840.  



Your draft on me at sight for that sum (being accompanied by these duplicates bearing your 
signature) will be paid in Specie 
I am Sir 
His Excellency Henry Dodge 
Very Respectfully 
Y Mo Ob Svt Sd Joshua Pilcher Supt Ind Affairs 
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Superintendency Indian Affairs 
Sir St Louis 7th Oct 1840 
I have the honor to enclose herewith in duplicate a receipt for Six Hundred & eighty two dollars 
and fifty cents being the amount allotted for the current expences of your superintendency for the 
first half of the year l840. 
Your draft on me at sight for that sum (being accompanied) by these duplicates bearing your 
signature, will be paid in specie. 
I am Sir 
Very Respy 
His Excellency Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Robt Lucas Sd Joshua Pilcher 
Super Ind Aff 
  
Superintendent Indian Affairs     
Sir S Louis 7 Oct 1840 
Many reports have reached me during the past summer relative to a party of Pottowatomies that 
were about emigrating to your sub agency from Indiana but until very lately I have received no 
information that made it certain nor am I now in possession of anything official upon the subject. 
But as I have  
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received information from private sources that leaves no doubt but there are from three to four 
hundred now on their way or have already arrived It is deemed advisable to make prompt 
provision for their subsistence if they are entitled to that benefit of this you must satisfy yourself 
before you act and should it so appear you will immediately invite proposals in the most public 
manner possible say at Independence & West Port, giving at least ten days notice and let out a 
contract to the lowest bidder to subsist them in the manner presented by the laws & regulations 
meantime they can be subsisted under and former contract until such time as a new one can be 
made. 
You will be very particular in writing the contract binding the individual in a penalty sufficiently 
great to insure its accomplishment and satisfy yourself well with regard to the sufficiency of the 
security leaving the number of days for which rations shall be issued from time to time 
discretionary with this affair and leaving the proportion of each Article to be issued discretionary 
with the Indians and let it be distincly understood that payments are to be made from time to time 
only as remittances are received for that purpose. The first step however necessary to be taken by 



you preparitory finding the Indians will be to take a complete muster roll of the party and 
transmit the same at your early convenience to this office. 
I send you confidentially two letters received by me upon the subject in question of course you 
must not use them to the prejudice of either of the individuals who wrote them—they are sent to 
you to guard against a combination among bidders and I have to request that you will return 
them to me after the contract is made 
I am sir 
Very Respectfully 
Major A. L. Davis Y Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub agent. Sd Joshua Pilcher 
Sup Ind Aff 
 
Superintendeney Indian Affairs 
Sir S Louis 13 Oct 184O 
I transmit herewith the Copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs which was 
received at this  
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office during your absence on leave some time ago. I need add nothing more upon the subject 
than to request you to have it fully explained to the Indians and if three boys can be obtained 
with the free will and consent of the parents, you are at liberty to expend a small amount to 
clothe them for the trip, and employ some competent person to come down with and take them 
on to the Academy. In this you must act with an eye of economy and incur no expense which is 
not indispensable to accomplish the object.  If after hearing the reitterated wishes of the 
Commissioner the Indians still decline sending their children to Col. Johnstons School you will 
make known briefly to this office their final decision observing always that nothing like force or 
coertion is to be threatend or attempted 
I am Sir You Mo Ob Svt 
Mr. Stephen Cooper Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Sub Agent Sup Indian Affairs 
 
Superintendency Indian Affairs 
Sir S Louis 13th Octr 1840 
Your letter of the 11th Ulto which reached here during my absence on official duty is now before 
me. Before I can report the band of Kickapoos from Red River referred to in your letter it is 
proper that you should inform me where they went from to Red River and whether they are not 
apart of the same band that emmigrated to the Missouri in 1832 and located near fort 
Leavenworth and who were supplied with provisions for one year after their arrival at that place 
I am Sir 
Very Respectfully 
Majr Rich W Cummins Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Indian Agent Joshua Pilcher 
Supt Ihd Affairs 
 
Superintendency Indian Affairs       



Sir St Louis 13 Oct 1840 
Mr Geo Hunt has applied for a licence to trade with the Indians within your sub agency and 
complied with all the regulations, but there is not time to issue a licence before the bearer Mr 
Howard starts who comes in  
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charge of Mr Hunts business. The Licence will issue in a day or two and be forwarded by Mail to 
Mr. Howard You will please consider him under a licence 
Y Mo Ob Svt 
Mr Stephen Cooper Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Sub Agent. Sup Indian Affairs 
 
Superintendency Indian Affairs 
Sir St Louis 13 Oct: 1840 
I have received a letter from Maj Cummins in which Swanae and other Delawares complain of 
the Ottoes for killing two Delawares last Winter was a year and request that the Secretary of 
War, may be made ac-quainted with the fact. 
Major Cummins letter has been forwarded to the department and I would recommend to the 
Ottoes to endeavour to settle the Matter amicably in the Course of the Winter. 
Very Respy Sir 
Maj. J. V. Hamilton Y Mo Ob Svt 
Indian Agent Joshua Pilcher 
Sup Ind Affairs 
 
Superintendency Indian Affairs 
Sir, St Louis 21 Oct 1840  
Your letter under date of the 10 inst has been received. 
Herewith you will find enclosed the copy of a communication received at this office on the 15  
June last from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and I regret to infer from the tenor of your 
letter that the notice alluded to by the Commissioner was never forwarded or if so that you never 
received his Communication. Accompanying his letter to me was a blank bond together with the 
Commission referred to. This bond you will find herewith enclosed and so soon as com-pleted & 
filed in this office with satisfactory evidence of the two sure-ties required you will receive your 
Commission with such information and instructions as will enable you to enter upon the duties of 
your office. Please observe that your own signature to the bond together with those of the two 
sureties must be attested to by two witnesses and the oath must be taken by you before a justice 
of the Peace. All this can be accomplished by the ordinary course  
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of mail but still I would recommend to you to report at this office 
I am Sir Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Mr Congrave Jackson Joshua Pilcher 
Supt Indian Affrs 
 



Superintendency Indian Affairs 
Sir  Saint Louis 21 Oct 1840 
Tour letter of 1st July reached me only a few days since. 
By reference to the Invoices of Goods sent up those purchased by the department inclusive you 
will find the amount required by the Treaty. The Smiths work may have misled you as it may 
have been taken for agricultural implements. 
This work was doubtless unnecessary considering the large sum allowed your Indians for 
Agricultural implements and assistance, and the abuse can only be corrected by a spirited 
remonstrance from you against investing the annuity fund in any manner contrary to your own 
memorandum which I hope you will have furnished ere this. 
By the Steam Boat Chippewae you will receive amunition & Tobac-co to the whole amount of 
the Annuity due your Indians under the treaty of July 1830. In this I assumed your letter as my 
guide and exercised my best judgement. Please see & sign the receipts and return them as well as 
all others endorsed for signature by the boat. 
You will receive in Specie by Captain W. P. Gorman Fifteen thousand dollars in Boxes Bank 
County which you may rely on, You will also receive in Missouri Bank Paper by the Captain Six 
thousand four hundred & sixty five Dollars carefully sealed in a packet making an ag-gregate of 
Twenty one thousand four hundred & sixty five dollars. The object of the remittance will be 
indicated by the two setts of duplicates which you will please fail not to sign and return by the 
boat. Should you wish any part of the funds invested here which will most likely be the case, it 
will be done and the articles bought & forwarded by first boat in the Spring provided you furnish 
this office with a Memorandum. Of course the bills will be paid by you out of the funds. 
I am Sir     Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Col A. J. Bruce Joshua Pilcher 
Indian Agent Supt Ind Affairs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis 26 Oct 1840 
Herewith you will find enclosed the copy of a letter from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, received yesterday at this office, to which your particular and 
immediate attention is called. 
Mr Stephen Cooper I am Sir Yr Obt Servt 
Ind. Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Council Bluffs Sub Agency Supert Ind: Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs 
Sir: St Louis 26" October 1840 
Mr. McCoy has informed me that the arrangements he has made for supplying temporarily the 
party of Pottawatomies lately immigrated to your Sub Agency will enable him to feed them until 
the first of January, and that he would be at a considerable loss if a new contract took effect 
before that time. As a matter of course Mr. McCoy will be entitled to the issues under the 
arrangement indicated by your letter of the 6th Instant, which is sanctioned until such time as the 
new contractor whoever he may be, can make the necessary preparations and have a supply of 
provisions on the spot. 



In the new contract it should be expressly stipulated that in case of failure on the part of the 
contractor to furnish the rations required with regularity, that the agent will be at liberty to 
purchase them at his expense cost what they may. You will please furnish this office with an 
abstract, of all the bids offered, and should any be rejected, with your reasons for so doing. 
I am Sir Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Major A. L. Davis (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Sub.Agt. Superb Ind: Affairs 
Osage River Sub Agency 
 
Superintendency of Indn Affairs 
Sir: St Louis, 28 Oct, 1840 
Your letter of the 30th Ulto, asking a leave of absence for Sixty days has been received. 
Your request is granted; but under no circumstances must you leave your post until after the 
reception and disbursement of the funds for your Agency for the last half of this year; and in this 
you will assume as your guide my letter of the 24th of August last. Remittances are expected  
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soon, and the funds will be remitted for your post imme-diately after the reception of your last 
quarterly returns. 
I am Sir Y Obt Sert Joseph V. Hamilton Esq      (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Agent Superb Ind:  Affairs 
Council Bluffs Agency 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis 30 Oct, 1840 
Herewith enclosed you will find a copy of the contract with Mr. Whitehead for the erection of 
buildings at your post, with a certi-ficate on the back of the copy for your signature. You will 
please sign the certificate on the back of the contract, draw a draft on me at sight in favor of Mr. 
Whitehead and hand it over to him together with the contract thus certified. Such draft 
accompanied by this certified contract; will be paid at this office in Specie in presentation, the 
same being endorsed by Mr. Whitehead. 
This will be in full of the requisition drawn by you in his favor for the erection of the buildings, 
which requisition is now on file in this office.  
I am Sir Y Obt Sert 
Mr. Stephen Cooper (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Sub Agt Supert Ind: Aff s 
Council Bluffs S. Agency 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis Nov 1, 1840 
By Major Cummins who leaves here tomorrow, you will receive the annuities due the several 
tribes in your Sub Agency for 1840, to-gether with the other funds required for fulfilling treaties, 
current expenses &cc. For these several sums Major Cummins has been furnished with duplicate 
receipts which you will please to sign on the receipt of the funds, and proceed to disburse the 
same in the manner pointed out in the regulations. In the payment of Annuities, it is proper that 



each band should be paid separately, and the whole band should be paid at the same time & 
place, for the reason that it will facilitate you in making up your ac counts with regularity, and 
enable you to ascertain correctly the wishes of a majority of the Indians in any One band with 
regard to the manner 
 
[Page 95] 
 
of payment. It is proper that their wishes should be ascertained by a vote, and that if a majority of 
the band should decide in favoring payment by heads of families the payment should be so made 
upon such rules as are prescribed by the regulations. If otherwise, the money will of course be 
paid over to the Chiefs upon their receipts—-Many reasons induce a wish that you should be 
very particular in the observance of these rules at the present payment. 
Major A. L. Davis I am Sir, Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Osage River Sub Agency Supert Ind Affs 
 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Nov 2, 1840 
Immediately on the receipt of this you will proceed to the station of Major Cummins, and receive 
from him and receipt for the funds for your Sub Agency, in order that he may be released from 
the responsibility of keeping them, and proceed to distribute the funds due in his own Agency. 
Major A. L. Davis I am Sir Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Osage River Sub Agency Supert Ind Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs 
Sirs S Louis, Novr 6, 1840 
Enclosed herewith you will find two sets of receipts, and the first of a sett of exchange drawn in 
your favour on H. H. Sibley, Esq. for Five thousand Six hundred & Ninety five dollars ($5695) 
the amount thereof. As the bill of exchange will be accepted & paid at maturity, let me request of 
you to sign & return the receipts to me at your first convenience. The Second of the set of 
exchange willbe remitted in a few days. Very respectfully Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Major Amos J. Bruce        (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Agt. Supert Ind. Affairs 
Fort Snelling 
 
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Novr 6, 1840 
Enclosed herewith you will find three sets of receipts, and the first of a set of exchange drawn in 
your favor on  
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H. L. Dusman Esq for Nine thousand Six hundred & thirty dollars ($9630) the amount thereof; 
As the bill of exchange will, no doubt, be accepted & paid at maturity. I have to ask of you to 
sign and return the receipts to me at your first convenience. 



The Second of the sett of exchange will be remitted in a few days. Very respectfully Yr Obt Svt 
David Lowry Esq (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Sub Agt Supert Ind: Affrs 
Prairie du Chien 
  
His Excellency Superintendency of Ind: Affairs 
Govr R. Lucas S Louis, Novr 6" 1840 
Burlington, I. T. 
Sir        I have respectfully to request of you to draw on me at sight for the Amount ($482.50) of 
the enclosed receipt, and at the same time to sign & return to this office the receipts referred to. 
Your draft shall be paid in specie on presentation. 
I am Sir, with great regard 
Y Mo Obt Sert (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind: Affairs. 
 
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs      
Sir: S Louis, Nor 7th 1840 
The advanced period of the year, & the probability that the present is the only opportunity that 
will offer of remitting funds to your station before next spring induce me so far to depart from 
the regulations of the Department as to send the funds for the second half of this year, not 
withstanding that your Accounts for the last quarter have not yet been received. Provided your 
accounts shall have been transmitted on the arrival of Mr. Roy at Bellevue, he will hand you a 
packet containing $2540 in Missouri Bank bills & $15 in Specie, for which you will please sign 
and return to me without delay, the four sets of duplicate receipts also enclosed in said packet. A 
copy of the allotment for the present half year is likewise forwarded from it you will perceive 
that only so much of the funds as is required for actual disbursement is remitted; the sum on hand 
on the 30" June last, for pay of Interpreters will not only be sufficient to close the year, but will 
leave a balance in your hands of $67.50 applicable to the first quarter of next year. 
I trust that you will have taken measures before this time, 
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to carry into effect the instructions contained in my letter of the 15" Sept Ultimo, forwarded to 
you by Mr. Halsey; and that you will on no account transcend the Fifteen hundred dollars 
authorized for the erection of the Agency buildings therein referred to. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Major Jos. V. Hamilton Y mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Council Bluffs Agency Supert. Ind. Affs 
 
Superintendeney of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis, Nov 9, 1840 
Herewith you will find enclosed a duplicate of the allotment for your agency for the 3 & 4 
quarters of l840, amounting to $2985. For this sum you are authorized to draw a draft on me at 
Sight, which will be paid in Specie provided it be accompanied with the five sets of duplicate 



receipts duly signed by you, which will be formed herewith;--and provided moreover, that such a 
bill can be cashed with you in specie or its equivalent. 
Major R. W. Cummins I am Sir Yr Mo Obt Servt 
Inds Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert. Ind: Affairs 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs     
Sir: St Louis November 9, 1840 
Herewith you will find enclosed the duplicate of the allotment for your Sub Agency for the 3" & 
4th quarters of the year l840, amounting to $l525. For this sum you are authorized to draw a draft 
on me which will be paid at sight in Specie, provided it be accompanied with the two sets of 
duplicates duly signed by you which will be formed herewith; — and provided moreover that 
such a bill can be cashed with you in specie or its equivalent. 
Major A. L. Davis I am Sir, Yr Mo. Obt Servt 
Inds Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert. Ind. Affs. 
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Superintendency of Inds Affairs    
Sir, St Louis November 10, 1840 
Herewith you will find enclosed duplicate receipts for the amount (3615) allotted for current 
expenses & treaty stipulations for the service of your agency for the 3 & 4  quarters of this years 
on receiving which, & the funds which I send by Mr. Phelps, be pleased to sign & return the two 
sets of receipts to this office as early as practicable. Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Major Jno. Beach Yr Mo Obt Servt 
 
U.S. Inds Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Sac & Fox Agency Supert. Inds Affairs 
Note - In Bills of Bank of Missouri $3610.00 
In Specie - - -  5.00 $3615.00 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis, Nov 10, l840 
Herewith you will find enclosed two sets of duplicate receipts for the amount ($3,6l5) allotted for 
the current expenses and Treaty Stipulations of your agency for the 3 & 4 quarters of this year; 
you will also find herewith $3,310 in Missouri Bank bills & your order in favor of Jno. F. 
Hanford Esq for $300, which with $5.00 in Specie which will be handed to you by Mr. Phelps 
who takes charge of this packet, make up the above amounts on receipt of the funds, do me the 
favor to sign & return the receipts above referred to. 
Yery respectfully I am Sir 
Major Jno. Beach Yr Mo Obt Servt 
U. S. Ind. Agt        (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Sac & Fox Agency Superb Ind. Affrs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 



Sir: Saint Louis, November 11, 1840 
A party of Pottawatomies, consisting of about four hundred and twenty persons are now 
emigrating from Indiana and Michigan under the direction of Major Forsyth & Mr. Kerchival, 
and are encamped about 20 miles from this place, awaiting the necessary arrangements for their 
transportation, and will proceed on to your station in the course of a day or two. Having been 
apprised unofficially some time since, of the movement of this party; it was my intention to have 
had them fed under the contract authorized by my letter of the 7" Ultimo, supposing that they did 
not consist of more than 
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from l50 to 200 persons. But finding their numbers much greater than was anticipated it has been 
determined to let out a separate contract for their subsistence. As early therefore as possible after 
their arrival, you will ascertain correctly the number of the party, and make arrangements to 
subsist them temporarily under any existing contract until such time as a special one can be 
made. You will than immediately invite proposals in the most public manner possible. Say at 
Independence and West Port, giving ten days notice, and let out a con-tract to the lowest bidder, 
assuming as your guide in the formation of the contract, my letter of the 7,! Ultimo relative to the 
contract there-in authorized; and assuming also that part of my letter of the 26" Ulto. which 
relates to a failure on the part of the contractor to furnish regular supplies: and furnish this office 
with an Abstract of all bids offered, as directed in my letter of the 26" Ulto. respecting the 
contract authorized by letter of the 7th Ultimo. 
Before the contract herein authorized is let, you will receive instructions relative to the aid that 
may be required in making the issues to these two parties. 
I am Sir, very respectfully 
Major A. L. Davis Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ossge River S. Agt. Supert Ind Affairs 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: Saint Louis, Novr 14, 1850 
Herewith you will receive a commission constituting you Sub Agent for the Great Nemaha Sub 
Agency, together with copies of the only existing treaties with the Ioways & Sacs & Foxes of 
Mo. these being the only Indians residing in that Sub Agency, & whose affairs are committed to 
your charge. 
You will receive also herewith, a Copy of all the laws & regulations relating to Indian Affairs, 
with which it is presumed you have become sufficiently acquainted, as the service you have 
already seen must have afforded ample opportunities for you to have become so. You will 
receive also, a copy of a Circular from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated the 9" of 
March 1839. This, together with the law for the organization of the Indian Department approved 
30" June l834, you will assume as a rule of Action for your duties, together with such 
instructions as you may receive from time to time from this Office. To the end that you may 
experience no embarrassment. 
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I have prepared & deliver herewith a set of forms from which you will be enabled to make up 
your accounts at the end of the quarter. To this subject your particular attention is called. The 
timely and regular transmission of your quarterly accounts is one of the most important duties 
imposed on you by the regulations; and it is a subject which should be kept constantly in view. 
For the present I have no other instructions to communicate, other than to proceed to your post, 
take charge of all public property that you may find, & report to this office as soon as practicable 
after you arrived, the condition of the sub agency & whatever may be required for your future 
comfort & convenience; observing always that to be useful, you must make it your permanent 
home. 
I am sir respectfully 
Congrave Jackson Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agent (signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind: Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Nov 15, 1840  
On your arrival at the Great Nemaha Sub Agency you will examine care-fully the buildings 
erected by the Presbyterian board of Missions (if their be any such buildings within the sub 
agency) and report as early as practicable to this office, the present value & probable cost of said 
buildings. 
I am Sir, Y Obt Svt 
Congrave Jackson Esq (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Sub Agent Supert Ind. Affrs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs   
Sir: S Louis November l4, 1840 
When I forwarded the draft on Mr Sebley payable to your order for the current expenses of the 
Second half of this year, it was done on the supposition that the annuities for your Agency would 
have long since reached their destination, and that Mr. S. would consequently be in funds to meet 
the draft. As the matter stands, it is hoped that no inconvenience from the course will arise, for 
there is no doubt that Mr. S. will be able to cash it directly the annuity payment is made. 
From recent information I am led to conclude that both goods & money will have to go up on the 
ice; should this be the case it will be attended with an expense far exceeding your contingent  
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allotment; indeed no matter what means of transportation are employed either by ice or land, the 
expense will be considerable to meet this, you will for the present use any money on your hands, 
not immediately required for other objects, & in the mean-time draw on me at sight for the 
amount disbursed for the transportation of both specie & goods, accompanying your letter of 
advice with duplicate receipts therefore after the enclosed form. 
I am Sir respectfully Yr Obt Svt 
Major A. J. Bruce (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Agt. Supert Ind. Affrs 
S Peters 
 



Superintendency of Indian Affairs     
Sir: S Louis 16th Novr 1840 
You will find herewith enclosed the copy of a letter from the Comr of Indian Affairs, to which 
your particular attention is recommended. 
The conversation held with you in my office a short time since upon the subject of the payment 
to the Shawnees referred to by the Commissioner, was very satisfactory to me: showing as it did 
conclusively that all the Indians who were entitled to the money had complied with the Treaty; 
and I would recommend that you assume that strong position in your letter of explanation. 
Major R. W. Cummins I am Sir respectfully Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind. Aff 
 
Superintendentcy of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis 16th Novr 1840 
Your nomination of Jackson Putman for Asst. Smith for the Shawnee Indians in place of 
Benjamin Rogers, has been sanctioned by the Comr of Indian Affairs. 
You will please make & forward to this office the usual contract as early as may be convenient. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully Sir Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert. Ind: Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis 16th Novr 1840 
Tour letter of the 2nd Instant relative to a requisition in favor of Mr. Stinson has been received. 
Two requisitions of a similar nature have been presented  
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at this office for services said to have been rendered by Mr. Stinson since his time expired as 
Issuing agent for the Indigent Indians under authority from Major Hitchcock; and payment 
refused on the ground that there was no authority for his employment. The amount I do not 
recollect. You must be aware that I cannot take the responsibility of paying such accounts when 
there exists no authority for incurring the expenses; particularly when the circumstances have 
never been reported. But I shall nevertheless take great pleasure in recommending payment, 
provided you will take the trouble to put the subject in a proper form. To this end, I will 
recommend, that when the requisitions are returned to you, as they no doubt will be; that you 
make them out at the rate of $2.50 per day; this I am certain being the extent that will be allowed 
by the Commissioner. And then write a brief letter, explaining clearly the necessity of the 
service, and transmit the whole to me, and I mil either transmit, or take the papers to the 
Commissioner in person, and feel no doubt but I shall receive his authority to take up the 
requisitions. 
Major A. L Davis I am Sir Ir Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Moe Supert Indj Affs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs     



Sir S Louis, 16th Novr I840 
The two parties of Indians that have lately emigrated to your Sub-Agency, and the different 
contracts authorized for their subsistence will, it is not doubted, render the employment of an 
assistant necessary to superintend the issues to one of these bands. 
If therefore you find it inconvenient to superintend the issues to both parties, and attend to the 
other duties of your Sub agency, which are known to be arduous j you are at liberty to employ a 
competent assistant as issuing Agent to either of the bands at a Compensation not exceeding two 
dollars and fifty cents per dayj with the understanding that it will be subject to the sanction of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to whom this authority will be immediately communicated* And 
as this is the most busy season, the annuity payments being now in progress, it may be that you 
have been compelled since the arrival of the first party of emigrants this fall, to resort to such a 
measure; if so, you will let the compensation of  
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the person employed commence at the time he entered upon the duties. You will please 
communicate your proceedings in this case, as early as practicable to this office. 
Major A. L. Davis I am Sir, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port,  Mo. Supert Ind: Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis 16th Novr 1840  
The two parties of Indians that have lately emigrated to your sub agency, and the different 
contracts authorized for their subsistence will, it is not doubted, render the employment of an 
assistant necessary to superintend the issues to one of these bands. 
If therefore you find it inconvenient to Superintend the issues to both parties; and attend to the 
other duties of your Sub Agency, which are known to be arduous; you are at liberty to employ a 
competent assist-ant as issuing Agent to either of the bands at a Compensation not exceed-ing 
two dollars and fifty cents per day; with the understanding that it will be subject to the sanction 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to whom this authority will be immediately 
communicated. And as this is the most busy season, the annuity payments being now in progress, 
it may be that you have been compelled since the arrival of the first pary of emigrants this fall to 
resort to such a measure; if so, you will let the compensation of the person employed commence 
at the time he entered upon the duties. You will please communicate ypur proceedings in this 
case, as early as practicable to this office. 
Major A.. L. Davis I am Sir, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind: Affairs 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis 17th Novr 1840 
Your letter of the 11th of August was received some time ago and would have been answered 
immediately, but it was deemed advisable first to transmit a copy to Major Davis the sub agent 
for the Piankeshaws and ascertain the circumstances under which they left their country. 



A communication has this day been received from him upon the subject, which places the matter 
pretty much in the position I had expected:—that is, that the Indians you allude to are a restless 
band of straglers, who have left the land assigned to them by the Government, in common with 
the Weas, and who have thought fit to leave their own possessions, go off, and join a different 
tribe, in the expectation that the Government would gratify their whims. 
So essentially at variance with the settled (and as I conceive judic-ious policy of the Government 
is the application of these Indians, that it is deemed unnecessary to embarrass the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs with a reference of the subject to him; fully persuaded as I am, that he would 
not entertain it for a moment, and I am equally certain that Congress would never appropriate a 
dollar for any such purpose, even if the party alluded to were the exclusive owners of the land 
they have left. If however you should view it in a different light, you will of course feel at liberty 
to lay the subject before the Commissioner, with a copy of the Correspondence. His opinion may 
differ from mine, but i am inclined to think not. 
Be pleased to explain this communication to the Indians and say to them that whenever they 
think fit to return and occupy their land they shall be equal sharers in all the benefits guaranteed 
by the Treaty under which they originally removed. 
Maj. James Logan Greek Agent 
I am Sir 
Y Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind. Affrs. 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs S Louis, Novr 17, 1840 
Herewith I have the honor to enclose a letter for Mr. Logan, one of your agents which you will 
oblige me by transmitting at your early convenience. 
Major William Armstrong I am Sir 
U. S. Supert Ind. Affrs Very respectfully, Y Mo Obt Sert 
Weston Tery (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
via Fort Smith, Ark, Supert Ind: Aff. 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: Saint. Louis Nov 17 1840 
Your letter of the 20th Ultimo has been received. 
The funds for the payment of the Sac & Fox Annuities are in my hands and will be turned over to 
you upon the proper receipts, in Specie, whenever you think proper to call for them. As it will 
neither be convenient or agreeable to me to visit your post again this fall for the purpose of 
making the payments: this time, propriety and practicability of doing so, is left to you as the 
resident Agent for these tribes; observing, that so soon as the funds pass into your hands you will 
become accountable to the Treasury Department for the same; and will of course be a competent 
judge of the manner of disposing of, and accounting for them. 
I am Sir respectfully 
Major Jno. Beach Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Sac & Fox Agency Supert Inds Affrs 



 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, November 21, 1840 
So soon as practicable after the contracts for the subsistence of the emigrant Pottawatomies shall 
have been made, I have to request that you will make out & transmit to this office in duplicate, 
an estimate for the funds necessary to subsist them one year. 
The estimate should embrace all temporary issues to these Indians as well as the funds required 
to meet the new contract. 
I am Sir, very respectfully 
Major A. L. Davis  Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind. Affrs. 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis 28" November 1840 
Herewith you will find enclosed your receipt for $53,425; the receipt of Major Davis for that 
amount having been received. 
I am sir, etc., Joshua Pilcher 
Major R. W. Cummins  
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Dec 2, 1840 
Enclosed herewith please find second of the set of exchange for $9630, drawn in your favor on 
H. L. Dousman Esq.  as advised by my letter of the 6th Ultimo. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
D. Lowry Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Prairie du Chien Supert Ind. Affrs 
  
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 2, 1840 
Enclosed herewith please find second of the set of exchange for drawn in your favor on H.H. 
Sibley Esq. as advised by my letter of 6th Ultimo. 
Very respectfully,  I am Sir 
Major A. J. Bruce Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Care of H. L. Dousman Esq Supert Ind Affrs 
Prairie du Chien 
   
Superintendency of Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis, December 3rd 1840 
Should you hereafter draw requisitions on me for the payment of the buildings now under 
Contract. I wish to apprize you in advance, that it will be necessary before payment can be made, 
to have your certificate endorsed on the contract stating that their conditions have been fully 



complied with on the part of the claimants. With this qualification, payment will be promptly 
made in your requisition. 
Major A. L. Davis Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port,  Mo. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Superts Ind: Aff 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir S Louis,  Decr 4, 1840  
Herewith you will find enclosed a letter from Mr. Nabb upon a sub-ject of which I think we 
conversed when you were down. I advised Mr. Nabb about that time to address you a letter on 
the subject, in order that you might mention it to the father of the prisoner at the annuity 
payments; believing that to be the best, and perhaps the only time at which he would be likely to 
obtain payment. This is a matter in which neither you nor myself can interfere so far as to coerce 
payment; but still, I think it well to admonish the father of the prisoner, of the propriety of 
computing with any engagement he may have made with Mr. Nabb upon the subject. I was 
absent at the time, but have no doubt but the fees alluded to by Mr. Nabb, were promised with a 
full understanding on the part of the chief who promised them. 
I am Sir, Y  Mo Obt Svt 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Agt Supert. Ind. Af frs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
S Louis, December 12, 1840 
Your letters of the 25th Ultimo have been received. 
The contract to which you refer has been taken at an unusually low price, and after duly 
considering your letter, it is deemed advisable to rescind my instructions of the 11" Ultimo, in 
relation to a special or separate contract for subsisting the party of Pottawatomies that imi-grated 
under Major Forsyth &  Mr Kircheval, and supply both parties under the contract you made for 
subsisting the first; with the distinct understanding however, that no subsequent party will be 
embraced in it without special instruction from this office or from the Department direct, unless 
it be some straglers that may come in hereafter, and belong to the bands lately emigrated from 
Michigan or Indiana and who may have remained behind. If any such should arrive hereafter, 
they can be subsisted, and will of course be taken up in the muster rolls. 
For the temporary subsistence of the first party that arrived up to the time the new contractor 
commenced his issues , you are authorized to make a requisition upon me, and let it be 
accompanied with a muster roll and abstract of issues and I will endeavor to take it up.  Under 
the new contract it will be well to make no requisitions  
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until the end of the first quarter of next year, as the necessary funds to meet it must depend upon 
the action of Congress and for this you have no doubt provided in the Contract. Should both 
parties draw rations at the same place, it is presumed that the services of the Issuing Agent 



authorized to be employed by my letter of the 16th Ultimo, can be dispensed with, and you will 
accordingly do so. But if on the contrary the issues are made at different points. such a person 
can be employed (or if employed continued) in the manner pointed out in my letter of the 16" 
Ulto. Apart from the obligations of the Government to see that strict justice is done to the 
Indians, the mass of discordant materials now concentrated in your Sub Agency, renders it still 
more important that every pains should be taken to satisfy the emigrants, by an implicit 
compliance with all the obligations imposed by the contract; and this important duty is confided 
to you, in the full confidence that it will never be lost sight of. 
I am Sir 
Major A. L. Davis Very respectfully, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port Mo Supert.Ind. Affrs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis December 15, 1840 
I have just discovered in examining my accounts & your receipts of the 16" Novr last, that a 
mistake has been made in sending you the money ($775) for the salt & tobacco; as these articles 
had been purchased and forwarded to you in the 2nd quarter of the year, & paid for by me. This 
mistake has no doubt grown out of preparing the receipts from the allotment, & copying all the 
items of the latter. I have now to request that you will receive only $8,855 of the draft on Mr. 
Dousman, to whom I have this day written on the Subject, and who will hand you my receipts for 
the $775, which will cancel these items in your accounts, & leave the receipts recently sent up 
for your signature unaffected. Should you however have already received the amount of the 
drafts you can refund the above to Mr. D. in lieu of my receipts. Your prompt attention to this 
matter will much oblige, Sir 
David Lowry Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Prairie du Chien        Supert. Ind. Affrs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs   
Sir: S Louis, Decr 2l, 1840 
The bearer of this is of the Stockbridge tribe and comes to join his people in your Agency; I have 
given him some clothing, & money to bear his expenses. I am Sir respectfully 
Major Yr Mo Obt Svt 
R. W. Cummins (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind Agt       Supert. Ind: Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis 21 Dec 1840 
Herewith you will find enclosed the copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to 
me, under date of the 27" June lasts The subject referred to had formed the basis of a former 
letter as you will see from the enclosed copy; but as there was no agent for the Ioways, Sacs & 
Foxes, at the time these letters were received, of course there was no opportunity of attempting to 
fulfil the wishes of the Department in relation to those tribes. I saw White Cloud here shortly 



after the receipt of the first letter, and explained the subject to him, but he expressed an 
unwillingness to send children away from his village, alledging that they had a teacher among 
them; and I have seen him again since the receipt of the letter now enclosed, and explained fully 
itS' contents to him, but it did not seem to remove the objections first expressed. He said 
however that he would mention the subject to his people. The last interview was but a short time 
before you received your Commission from this office. The difficulties heretofore existing for 
want of an officer at that post are now happily removed by your appointment; and you have 
doubtless arrived and taken charge of the post before this time, I deem it proper to send you a 
copy of the Commissioner's views, and have to request that you will take an early opportunity to 
explain them to the principal men of both tribes, and use all the influence of which you are 
master to induce a compliance with his views and the wishes of Colonel Johnson. If they still 
persist in refusing, you will make a selection yourself in the man-ner pointed out by the 
Commissioners and use all means to induce the Indians to send the number required from your 
Sub Agency, except force, which you will see is prohibited by the Commissioner. Should you 
succeed you can take charge of the boys yourself with Dervin the Ioway Interpreter, and bring 
them to this place as early as possible in the Spring, keeping a minute account of  
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all expenses attending it; and measures will be taken to send them immediately on to the 
Academy. But if on the contrary, it is found impracticalbe to accomplish the object, you will as 
early as practi-cable make a report of the same to this office, showing in a satisfactory manner 
the cause of the failure. 
Very respectfully. Sir 
Congrave Jackson Esq Y Mo Obt Svt 
Inds Sub Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Inds  Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis 22nd Decr 1840 
Your letter of the 21" Ultimo has been received and the contents duly observed. 
It is thought likely that my letter of the 14" Ultimo may have pro-duced some change in your 
plans; if however, it should not, you will please advise me fully upon the subject after the receipt 
of this. The failure is much regretted, and has resulted unavoidably from late remittances. It is 
proper that I should inform you that the annuities under the Treaty of 15th July 1830 expire this 
year; but it is presumed that the allowance for agricultural implements and Blacksmith will be 
continued, and I have accordingly estimated for funds for these objects next year. When Mr. 
Sebley shall have paid the draft enclosed in my letter of the 6" Ultimo, you will have in your 
hands the amount due for Agricultural implements this year. This I will invest here as you may 
direct, & forward the articles by the first boat in the spring; but I apprehend the fund for next 
year will be invested in the east. I mention this now, thinking, that as the fund for two years, or 
rather the articles, will come at the same time, it may induce a wish on your part to make some 
change in the memorandum for One year, that you have furnished my office. Please give me 
early information on this subject and all other matters relative to your Post. 
Col. Amos, J. Bruce I am Sir Yr Obt Servt 
Ind Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 



Supert. Ind. Affrs. 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Deer 22, 1840 
The enclosed account has this day been received at this office from the Comr. of Ind: Affairs, 
coupled with the information that the amount had already been admitted to your credit in 
settlement of your acts, lot therefore requiring any furhter action on my part, they are 
accordingly returned. Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major A. L. Davis Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind: Affrs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Deer 26th l840 
Your letter of the 15th Ulto enclosing your accounts for the 3rd quarter of this year, was received 
on the 20th Instant; and two days after a letter was received from the Commissioner of Ind: 
Affairs requiring an explanation of the delinquency in not forwarding them at the proper time; 
which delay it became necessary for me to report. 
Tour letter will supercede the necessity of further explanation upon that point at present; but 
there is one item in your account which will require prompt & Satisfactory explanation,and 
which is earnestly recommended to your immediate attention;—that is, the balance remaining in 
your hands for the pay of Interpreters and farmer, which were received by you more than a year 
ago; and from your accounts it appears it is still withheld from these persons. I should be pleased 
moreover to hear from you in relation to my instructions of the 15" September last, and to know 
what progress has been made in the buildings therein authorized; the mode adopted by you in the 
execution of the instructions, and the amount of money (if any) required this winter for the 
progress of the work. Expecting to hear from you on return of Major Stewart, who will hand you 
this, I am Sir, very respectfully 
Y Mo Obt Svt 
Major Jos V. Hamilton (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Agt. Supert ind. Affairs 
P. S. Since this letter was recorded & enclosed, I have learned that Major Stewart will not leave 
for several days, & consequently deem it advisable to forward it by mail. (singed) J.P. Supt. 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 31, 1840 
Since my letter to you of the 17th Ultimo, a communication has been received from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs enclosing the copy of a letter from him to Govr. Lucas, of the 
19th Ulto, prescribing the manner of making the payment to the Sacs & Foxes of your agency. 
Upon this subject you have doubtless been advised long ere this; but as the season is now far 
advanced,—-the Indians scattered on hunting excursions,—and the navigation of the Mississippi 
closed, I conclude that you have determined not to risk the transportation of such a large amount 



of specie over land, and hazard its exposure at your post until the return of the Indians, but that 
you have concluded to wait until they can be assembled in the Spring; this inference I draw from 
the fact that you have not come dowm for the money. The funds however are in my hands, and 
ready to be paid over to you, as you have been already advised, whenever you call and fill the 
necessary receipts. The $5000 for the Winnebagoes has been remitted to Doctor Lowry.  
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major Jno. Beach Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Sac & Fox Agency, Iowa Tery      (Signed) Joshua Pilcher via Swat Home, Lewis Co. Mo. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis Dec 30, 1840 
There is a considerable amount of funds in my hands, applicable to agricultural purposes for the 
benefit of the Sacs & Foxes of your Sub Agency, which you can command at any time it may be 
required. It is desirable that these funds should be applied in a manner best calculated to promote 
the interest and comfort of the Indians for whose benefit it has been appropriated. Heretofore 
there being no resident agent, and the Indians having been under the influence of persons whose 
interest it was to induce them to object to the application of the money in the manner 
contemplated by the Treaty; it has been deemed advisable to withhold these funds until such tine 
as a person was appointed, who would be likely to give them a proper direction,-indeed it has 
been necessary to do so; as the Indians objected to permit farmers, blacksmiths &cc to reside 
among them. This difficulty having been removed by your appointment, it is expected that you 
will take the necessary steps  
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to expend the funds for agricultural purposes in the most judicious manner possible. I would 
recommend that you employ immediately an industrious judicious farmer by the year at a salary 
not exceeding Six hundred dollars; and at such time as may seem best in the Spring, you may 
employ one, two, or three assistants for five or six months at salaries of twenty or twenty five 
dollars per month. You can purchase as many horses and oxen as may be necessary to carry on 
the farm. You will, no doubt, require an ox cart and some ploughs, which you can purchase 
there, or they will be sent to you from this place in the spring, and delivered to you at Liberty, 
Fort Leavenworth or Weston as you may direct. If required to be sent from this place, you will at 
your early convenience describe the articles you may want to carry on the farm, and they will be 
purchased and sent to you. And whatever amount of funds may be required to commence this 
work, will be remitted so soon as you make out & forward your estimate; this it is desirable you 
should do as soon as possible, to the end that there may be no delay in the Spring. 
Expecting soon to receive a report from you respecting the condition in which you found the Sub 
Agency, I will suspend any further instructions respecting the Sacs & Foxes until such report is 
received. The Ioways have requested that a part of their annuity may be applied to the 
employment of a farmer, and you are authorized to engage one for them, if in your judgment he 
can be beneficial to them, & they still continue to wish it. 
I am Sir 
Mr. Congrave Jackson Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Subo Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Superb. Ind. Affrs 



 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sir Saint Louis Janr 7, 1841 
In the absence of the Superintendent, I have the honor to inform you that your letter of the 17" 
Dec. Ulto: acknowledging the receipt of the Second of exchange on H. L. Dousman Esq for 
$9630 has been received at this office. 
With regard to your inquiry about Major Hitchcock, I have not been able to ascertain his present 
positions but a letter addressed to him to the care of the office of the Q. Master's Dept. at Tampa 
Bay, would be certain to reach him by the express  
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riders of that Department. Be pleased to present my humble respects to Mrs. L and the family, & 
believe me to be with sincerity and esteem. 
Dr. D. Lowry Yr Mb Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) Jno. Haverty 
Prairie du Chien Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supt. Ind. Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Janr 7, 1841  
A receipt for salt issued by you to the Indians on the 7th of October, and an account current for 
the 3" quarter of last year were received at this office without letter of advice or other document, 
and transmitted to the Comr of Ind: Affairs on the 21 Novr last. 
I very much regret that you did not make & forward duplicate of the accounts I prepared for you 
when at the Bluffs, had you even sent the set I made, with their vouchers, it would have obviated 
all difficulty, and the funds due your Sub Agency could have been long since in your hands for 
disbursement. As the matter now stands, your accounts for the l" & 2" quarters of 1840 are still 
in arrear, and you must be aware that by the 3" section of "Additional Regulations" of 23" of 
March 1839; "no Second quarter's payment (can) be turned over to Agents by Superintendents, 
until an account of each preceding quarter's disbursement is rendered." You will therefore see the 
necessity of forwarding the accounts for the quarters indicated, as will as that for the last quarter 
of the past year, now due. Arrangements have been made, and funds prepared in your vicinity to 
be turned over to you, so soon as a compliance with the regulations on your part will justify it. 
Directly your accounts come to hand, the necessary receipts for funds will be prepared & 
forwarded for your signature, and authority given to draw for their amounts the person in whose 
favor you will be authorized to draw, will be prepared to cash your draft at sight. 
The temporary absence of the Superintendent, and his instructions be-fore his departure, devolve 
on me the duty of making you this communication, & requesting your earliest attention to its 
subject matter. 
With great respect, etc. John Haverty Stephen Cooper Esq 
Jamestown, Mo. Clk Ind 0ffice 
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Office Supert Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 13, 1841 



A letter has been this day received from the Commissioner of Ind; Affairs relative to funds to 
meet the expenses attending the payment of the Winnebago annuity of last years, a copy of 
which is annexed for your in-formation. Will you be pleased to make out an estimate of the 
amount re-quired for that purpose; and embrace it in the set of receipts herewith enclosed for 
your signature. On the return of the receipt with the esti-mate, your draft on the Supert will be 
paid at sight. Major Pilcher is at present absent and will be for Some weeks; but arrangements 
were made before his departure,  which will obviate any inconvenience that might be supposed 
to arise therefrom, and under which, the ordinary business of the office can be carried on until 
his return. 
Dr. D. Lowry I have the honor to be Sir 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Prairie du Chien (Signed) John Havery 
Clk. Ind: Office 
 
Office Supert Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 21, 1841  
Your several letters of the 31" Decr last were yesterday received at this office, and your accounts 
and vouchers are this day transmitted to Major Pilcher Supert Inds Affairs, who is at present in 
Washington City. On examining your accounts some slight errors were discovered in your 
abstract and a/c current; these I have corrected in red ink, in order to prevent any objection to 
their passage at the Treasury, and I herewith enclose copies of each as they should have been 
made out, which may serve as a guide to you in future. You have omitted to furnish a property 
re-turn and abstract of the presents issued to the Indians by you--these should be made out 
agreeable to forms 7 & 8 of revised regulations no. 3 and forwarded as early as convenient. On 
the 30" Decr Ulto: two days before Major Pilcher left for Washington, he wrote to you relative to 
Sundry matters appertaining to your Sub Agency; as it is likely that this letter may not have yet 
reached you, I have deemed it proper to inform you that it was addressed to you at Blacksnake 
Hills, in order that you may take measures to obtain it, as its subject matter is of great importance 
to the Indians confided to your charge. 
Congrave Jackson Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind. Sub. Agt. (Signed) Jno. Haverty 
Thorp's Mills, Post Office      Clk.  Ind. Office Buck. Co. Mo. 
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Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S. Louis  January 21, l84l 
I have the honor to inform you that your letter of the 1st Inst. and your accounts for the 4th  
quarter of last year, were yesterday received at this office, and that the duplicates have this day 
been transmitted to the Supert of Inds Affairs, who is at present at Washington City. Two 
accounts were handed to me a few evenings ago by Mr Tilman, for disbursement made on 
account of the Indian prisoners last summer, and the Spanish boys, duplicates of which likewise 
have been forwarded for the decision and instructions of the Supert; should he direct their 
payment,  the amount will be handed to Mr. T. who informs me that he is authorized by you to 
receive it. On looking over your estimate of funds, it is perceived that you have included the item 
of $2500 for the Omaha Annuityi by the terms of the Treaty that annuity expired with the last 



year, and the Comr. of Inds Affairs in his letter to this office of the 20" Sept last, places the 
Omahas among those tribes whose annuities would expire by limitation at the close of the Year  
1840, observing at the same time that the allowance for Blacksmiths would be continued during 
the discretion of the President. I enclose herewith the documents requested from Mr, Sarpy by 
your letter of the 21st Ulto. and am with great respect 
Major Jos 7. HamiltonYr Mo Obt Servt 
Inds Agent (Signed) John Haverty 
Bellevue Clk. Inds Office 
 
Office Supert Inds Affairs    
Sir: S Louis January 26, 1841 
Your letter of the 31 Dec Ultos covering your abstract of disbursements in that month; and your 
letter of the 5" Instant accompanied by Sundry contracts, together with your accounts for the 4th 
quarter of last year, were yesterday received at this offices, the latter on this day transmitted to 
the Supert of Inds Affairs who is at present at Washington City5 and the Contracts will be 
forwarded directly they are recorded. 
Major Chouteau late agent for the Osages, yesterday called here with a letter from the present 
Sub Agent of that tribe, in which he complains of an outrage said to have been committed by the 
Delawares of your Agency; I have by his permission taken a copy of the letter, & herewith 
enclose it for your information. 
Major R. W. Cummins I have the honor to be Sir &c 
Ind Agt. (signed) John Havery 
West Port. Mo. Clk Ind: Aff 
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Office Supert of Indian Affairs     
Sir: S Louis February 1, 1841 
1 have the honor to inform you that your several letters of the 21" 25" & 31 Dec Ultimo, with 
their enclosures have been duly received at the office;—that your draft in favor of Mr. Joseph 
Clymer was honored at sight; after having been recorded; was transmitted to the Supert of Ind; 
Affairs who is at present in Washington City. An account in favor of Swing Clymer & Co. 
accompanied by the contract certified by you, was presented here on the 30" Ulto and 
immediately taken up for Settlement; and on the 28th of the same month an account was 
presented by Mr, Geo Hunt in favor of Jos. Clymer Jr for completing the Pottawatomie Church, 
which although unaccompanied by the contract, was paid in order to prevent what would 
otherwise have been a great embarrassment to the holder. Will you be so kind as to certify & 
send down the contract in this latter case in conformity with the Superintendent's letter of the 3" 
Decr Ulto: Your compliance will much oblige Sir 
Major A. L. Davis Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Inds Sub Agt (Signed) John Havery 
West Port, Mo. Clk. Ind. Office 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs  
Sir: S Louis February 4, 1841 



Your letters of the 15" 16" & 18" Ulto; and your accounts for the 4" quarter of, last year have 
been this day received at this office and the duplicates of the latter immediately put up & 
forwarded to the Supert of Inds Affairs now at Washington City. 
One of the accounts referred to in your letter of the 18th Ulto: in favor of Mr. Stinson, was 
presented here a short time ago, and taken away by the holder, to whom I read the copy of the 
Supert's letter to you of the 16th Novr last. This account was for $117 at $300/day. I have the 
honor to be Sir,  with great respct. 
Major A. L. Davis Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Jno. Havery 
West port Mo Clk. Ind. Office 
 
Office Supert Inds Affairs         
Sir: S Louis February 5, 1841 
I have the honor herewith to enclose the receipt for the $775, re-mitted to you last year thru 
mistake on account of Salt & Tobacco; the money I understand has been sent down by Mr. 
Dousman  
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and is now in the hands of Mr. Chouteau by whom it will be deposited to the credit of Major 
Pilcher. 
A letter was received at this office on the 3" Inst: from Govr Dodge requesting that the $2500 
said to be due the Winnebagoes for last year under the head of "interest on investment," & the 
$300 for "medical services," be remitted to yous a copy was enclosed forthwith to the Supert. 
and his instructions asked by return mail. 
Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Dr. David Lowry Y Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Jno. Haverty 
Prairie du Chien Clk. Ind. Office 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs       
Sirs S Louis , Febr 12 , l840 
The Revt. Mr. Ketchum on his return from your sub agency last month, called at this office and 
stated that certain chiefs of the last party of emigrants, had started with a view to visit 
Washington City, and expected on their arrival here to be supplied with transportation or the 
means to enable them to prosecute their journey; I moreover understood him to say that this 
movement was undertaken without consultation with you, and as I inferred, without your 
sanction. There being no funds here applicable to such an object, I deemed it advisable to lay the 
matter before the Superintendent, and have this moment received his answer, a copy of which by 
his instructions, I have the honor herewith to enclose, which will give the view in which he and 
the Dept. regard the matter. 
Major A.L. Davis With great respect I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Y Mo Obt Svt 
West Port Mo Clk Ind. Office 
 
Washington City, February 1841 



Sir, The continued anxiety of Col. Johnson, and ardent desire of the Com-missioner to fulfil his 
wishes; induce me again to address you on the subject; and to require your immediate and 
implicit attention to my letter of the 21" of December last in relation to ten boys to be sent to the 
Choetau Academy from your Sub Agency. 
In that letter, and the copy of one from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to me, his views were 
so fully explained as to require nothing more upon the subject from me but to request a report of 
your proceedings in the case; which, should you not have succeeded, it is confidently expected 
will meet me on my arrival at Saint Louis. 
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But I am not without strong hopes that you will have succeeded and have the boys ready by the 
time I get to St Louis. Mr. Congrave Jackson 
Ind Sub Agent I am Sir, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Thorps Mills Post Office        (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Buchannan Co. Mo. Supert Ind: Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs     St Louis March 1, l841 
Sir, 
I received by yesterday's mail an answer from the Superintendent on the subject of GOVR 
Dodge's letter referred to in mine to you of the 5th Ultimo. By it I am instructed to make out and 
transmit duplicate receipts for your signature, and to quthorize you in his name to draw for the 
amount at sight, provided I should find any such balance as the Governor stated, to the credit of 
the Winnebagoes in the books of this office. I have the honor accordingly to enclose herewith 
receipts for $2500 for the objects therein detailed, and to beg that you will return them and draw 
for the above sum at your first convenience. The want of precision in the Auditor's letters of 
advice made it difficult at times to understand the particular objects to which some remittances 
were intended to be applied; this was the case in the present instance, and is the sole cause why 
this money was not sent to you at an earlier period. 
Dr. David Lowry Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Prairie du Chien John Haverty 
Clk Ind. Office 
 
Washington 19 February l841 
Sir, You were instructed some time since (and the same instructions were recently repeated) to 
obtain and send on ten boys from your sub agency to Col. Johnson's school in Kentucky. 
By a memorandum this day recd from Mr. Kurtz, one of the clerks of the Indian Office, it 
appears that the means applicable to the object above stated will not admit of more than two boys 
being sent from your post. If therefore my former instructions have not been carried out, you on 
receipt of this will consider them revoked and consider yourself authorized to obtain only two 
boys instead of ten. If you can obtain two (which is not doubted) you will place them in the 
charge of Mr. Robidoux; and request him to send them to me in St Louis by the first trading boat 
in the Spring. 
I am, etc. Joshua Pilcher 
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Mr. Congrave Jackson  
Supert Ind. Affairs 
Thorps Post Office. Buck. Co. Mo. 
Sir Washington 19 Febr, 1841  
You have heretofore been instructed to try & get three boys, from among the Indians of your Sub 
Agency to be sent to Cols Johnson's school in Kentucky. In addition to that number you are now 
requested to obtain two others; making in all five; and if they can be obtained, send them down 
by the first trading boats in the Spring, and consign them to me at St. Louis. You will find 
herewith a letter to Billy Caldwell which you will cause to be delivered without delay. 
Very Respectfully 
Mr. Stephen Cooper Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Council Bluffs Sub Agency       Supert Ind. Affairs 
 
Washington City 19th Febr 1841 
Sir: By a memorandum this day received from Mr. Kurtz of the Ind. Office who is charged with 
the management of the funds for the support of the Choctaw Academy, I am instructed to select 
or cause to be selected from among the Pottawatomies of your Sub Agency, twelve boys in 
addition to those now at the school, to be sent in as early as possible. You will please therefore 
make such selection from any of the bands or families and use every persuasion, and all the 
influence of which you are master to induce the parents or guardians to send them to the school. 
Each boy may be furnished with an outfit of clothing &c to the amount of $40 and then 
necessary travelling expenses will be paid as a matter of courses in this however as well as 
everything connected with the operation a strict regard must be had to economy, and every item 
of expenses roust be sustained by proper vouchers in duplicate. A conductor may be employed to 
take on the 12 boys to the school; provided one can be obtained for $150. which will be in full of 
his services as well as all personal expenses going & returning. If it be agreeable and you can so 
arrange your affairs as to leave home, there can be no objection to your going on in charge of the 
boys, and I doubt not it would be an additional inducement to the Indians to send them. The 
whole expense attending this however, must always fall within the sum allowed, that is One 
hundred and fifty dollars. Please immediately on receipt of this let me hear from you,  
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and give me your opinion as to the prospects of success, as Col. Johnson will be anxious to 
know. 
Major A. L. Davis I am Sir Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind: Sub Agent. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind. Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs  
Sir: St Louis, April 6" 1841 
I have made arrangements with the Master of the Steam Boat "Chippewa" should circumstances 
justify him to proceed to the St. Peter's to carry up and deliver to you the annuity goods & specie 



left at Prairie du Chien last fall, I have made out anew, receipts for each, which you will find 
herewith, and which, on delivery of the articles, I have to request that you will sign and return to 
me, as likewise the bills of lading which will be forwarded to you by Mr. Dousman. Your letter 
of the 15th February last is now before me, and in reply to the 2nd paragraph thereof,  I have 
merely to say that the whole of the interest on the investment for 1840, has been sent up, as 
expressed in the receipts,  in conformity with the allotment received from the Commr's office; 
ten thousand dollars of which is payable in Specie to the Indians under the first clause of the 2" 
article of treaty of 29  Sepr 1837, and the other five thousand dollars to be applied in such 
manner as the President may direct. With regard to the particular objects to vrhich he wishes the 
latter to be applied, I am without any information, and consequently can give no instructions on 
the subject. Your requisition in favor of the Rev. Mr. Kavanaugh has not yet been presented. 
Major Amos J. Bruce Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Servt 
St. Peters (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Superb Ind; Affrs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs  
Sir; S Louis April 7, 1841  
Your letter of the 1st Ultimo informing me of an outrage committed by a party of Kanzas on a 
band of Pawnees, has been received and transmitted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs with 
what is considered a proper recommendation, 
You will please make out an account of the articles purchased for the prisoners in detail, and 
make a requisition upon me in the ordinary form, which will be paid if allowed by the 
Department, of which there is no doubt, as the allowance has been recommended in my 
communication. 
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I would recommend that you retain an abstract of the articles issued, as it will facilitate the 
settlement of your accounts. 
Major R. W. Cummins very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agent Yr Mo Obt Servt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind; Affairs 
 
Washington City 7 March 1841  
Sir: The leave of absence wider which you left your post has long since expired, and as you are 
here contrary to a kind admonition, and indeed to a positive verbal order received from me about 
the 20th Ultimo, and in violation of all the regulations of the Department; it becomes my duty 
thus formally to order you to your post. 
You will therefore proceed to St. Louis without delay, and from thence to your Agency at 
Bellevue on the upper Missouri, and report to me at St. Louis the date of your arrival at that post. 
Major Jos V. Hamilton Very respectfully. 
Inds Agent Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher Supert ind. Affrs. 
  



Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 7, 1841 
I found on my arrival here from Washington City, a letter from Major Cummins informing me of 
a most wanton outrage committed by a party of Kanzas on the Pawnees some time last winter. 
The Major states that the Kanzas took eleven prisoners in the affair alluded to, and that measures 
had been taken by Col. Kearny to restore them to their people, which it is presumed will have 
been done ere this reaches you. 
You will take early measures to inform the Pawnees that the circumstance will be communicated 
to the Government with a recommendation to finish this outrage in a proper manner, provided 
they remain quiet and take no steps to revenge it themselves. 
Maj.Jos. V. Hamilton I am Sir 
Ind. Agt: Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Bellevue Upper Mo. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Superb. Ind: Affrs. 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis April 13, 1841 
Mr. Ketchum arrived here this morning from Washington in charge of four Pottawatomie 
Indians, and turned them over to me according to instructions. A passage was immediately 
procured for them on board the Steamboat "Col. Woods", and they will be landed at West Port 
from whence they will proceed to their homes without difficulty. 
Respectfully I am Sir 
Yr Mo  Obt Svt 
Major A. L. Davis (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Sub Agt Supert Ind: Affrs. 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St. Louis April 13, 1841 
Your letter (written in my office and dated April 3" 1841) I found on my arrival from 
Washington, together with your account current for the passed quarter which Mr. Haverty the 
Clerk of my office, had the kindness to make out for you, but which I decline to forward for the 
reason that it may place upon me the burthen of explanations with which I am not disposed to be 
taxed hereafter. They are herewith returned with a recommendation that you make out, or cause 
to be made out a new set of accounts & transmit the same to this office by the first opportunity, 
and at the same time, report the date of your arrival at your post as required by my order dated at 
Washington City, the 7th Ultimo. 
J. V. Hamilton Esq. Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Council Bluffs Agency (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind: Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir, St Louis April 13, l841  
I send you herewith a letter from the Second Comptroller which comes directed to my care. 



Very respectfully I am Sir 
Yr Mo Obt Servt 
Mr. Stephen Cooper (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir, St Louis May l5, 1841  
Herewith enclosed you will find the copy of a letter addressed to me by the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs on the 27th January last, relative to depredations complained of by the Charge 
d'Affairs of Texas, as committed by the Comanche & other Indians on the frontier of that 
Republic. 
I am aware that no Indians within your immediate controul have been concerned in these 
outrages, and of the zeal heretofore manifested on your part to keep the tribes assigned to you 
within the limits prescribed. The object therefore of sending you the enclosed communication is 
only to apprise you of the desire still felt by our Government to prevent as far as prac-ticable any 
encroachments upon the Texian territory by Indians in any way under the controul or influence 
of the United States. You will be pleased to make known to the tribes within your Agency-the 
feelings entertained by our Government upon this subject, and endeavour to impress upon them 
the regret and displeasure that would result from any departure or then part from the wishes 
heretofore expressed, & referred to in the enclosed communication. 
Major R.W. Cummins Very respectfully I am Sir 
Indian Agent Y Mo Obt Svt 
Major A. L. Davis (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Sub Agent Superb Ind. Affs 
West Port, Mo. 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis April 13, 1841 
You will find herewith enclosed a letter from the Second Comptroller of the Treasury, which 
Comes to my care. 
Congrave Jackson Esq Yr Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Indn Affairs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis April l6, l841 
The Revd Bishop Kemper head of the Episcopal Church in this country, has expressed a wish to 
establish a mission & school among some of the Indians on the frontier, and asked my opinion as 
to the best locationi and I have recommended your agency as a position most agreeable and 
likely to afford ultimate success in such an undertaking. It has occurred to me that the 
Stockbridges and Munsees would be pleased to have a school among them, and I should be glad 
to learn through you their sentiments upon the subject, as I am certain from the advances they 
have already made in the arts of civilization, a residence among them would be more pleasant to 
the gentleman charged with the Superintendence of the Schools, and be attended with more 



immediate success, than among any other tribe on the Western border, please give me your 
views upon the subject, or in relation to any other tribe in your Agency. 
I am Sir respectfully 
Maj R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Obt Servt 
Ind Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind, Affairs 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs    
Sir: St Louis, April 17, 1841 
Your letter of the 31 March covering a single abstract of articles issued by you in the 4"  quarter 
of l840, and an abstract of articles purchased, have been received. 
These documents will not be transmitted to the Department until the duplicates are filed in this 
office. This you will take measures to do without delay, and so soon as received one set will be 
sent to the Commissioner. Tou will also furnish without delay a copy of each voucher embraced 
in the abstract of disbursements for the 4th quarter of l840, which should have accompanied the 
originals;---and in future all your abstracts and accounts current must be furnished  
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in duplicate with duplicate vouchers to sustain the several entries on the abstract; one set of 
which will be transmitted to the Commissioner, & the other filed in this office. 
To these instructions your implicit attention is expected & required. In conclusion I will observe 
that the article of Beef noted in your ab-stract of presents is not likely to be allowed under that 
head. 
Very respectfully 
Congrave Jackson Esq Yr Mb Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Superb Ind: Affrs 
  
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis April 19, 1841 
Your letter from Fort Leavenworth (dated Council Bluffs Agency 1 April 1841) with its 
enclosures, has been received. 
The abstracts signed by Mr. Sarpy are herewith returned. So soon as the account current enclosed 
in my letter to you of the 13th Instant, come to hand in the form required, they, together with 
your property return will be transmitted to the Department. Joseph V. Hamilton, Esq.         
I am Sir 
Ind. Agent I Mo Obt Servt 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher Supert Inds Affrs. 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs   
Sir, S Louis April 23, l841 
Having been charged with the settlement of John Newcom's account as Conductor of the late 
emigrant Stockbridges and other expenses attending their removal; I send you herewith a copy of 
the statement which accompanied the Commissioner's letter upon the subject. The account 
transmitted to me last year by Mr. Newcom is also enclosed. 



I have to request that you will aid these people in putting the accounts in a form that will enable 
me to make the payment so soon as funds are received for that purpose. Let Newcom make out 
his account again in dup-licate and charge for his services as conductor as stated in the original --
then let him charge the amount paid labourers, but he must obtain from each individual a 
duplicate receipt for the amount of his services--the amount charged per cent etc. Let the receipts 
be made to Newcom and upon them the charge for labourers must be based, the whole amount 
can be set down in a single entry as in the original account, but nothing can be  
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paid which is not sustained by the sub vouchers alluded to. He can then charge the sum stated in 
the original account for subsisting the party, ($98) and if possible furnish bills of purchase as sub 
vouchers; but as it may be impracticable for him to do so in all cases, he must sustain that entry 
by a certificate stating the difficulty and impracticability of obtaining bills under the 
circumstances—in this you will be able to aid him. The account thus made out in duplicate, with 
the proper receipts attached, will be paid by me when funds are received; but it will be well for 
him not to cash the voucher there; but to send it down, lest there should be some informality. The 
certificate about the two boats and provisions, may be dispensed with, as it is presumed he did 
not pay for them. Upon that subject however, I should be pleased to receive such information as 
you may be able to in part. For the provisions furnished by Doctor Lowry, & the transportation 
on board the Steam Boat "Illinois." I shall settle here upon the proper vouchers. 
Major R. W. Cummins I am Sir 
Ind: Agent Yr Mo Obt Servt 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher Supert Ind; Affrs. 
 
Circular Superintendence of Indian Affairs 
Sir St Louis, April 24, 1841 
Herewith you will receive (Major Cummins l5, Hamilton 12, Davis 13, Jackson 4 & Cooper 4)  
copies of the circular from the Secretary of War, dated 23" Ultimo; and you are hereby required 
to address & deliver one copy to each and every person employed by the Federal Government, in 
any capacity whatever, under your controul. Should the number now sent not be sufficient, you 
will report, the fact forthwith to this office, when a further supply will be transmitted. 
Major R. W. Cummins, Ind Agt     I am Sir respectfully "   Jos V. Hamilton "       Yr Mo Obt Svt 
"   A. L. Davis     "       (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Congrave Jackson Esq   " Supert Ind. Affrs 
Stephen Cooper Esq    " 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs    
Sirs S Louis April 26, l84l 
The several articles of agricultural implements specified in the enclosed invoices, have been this 
day shipped by me per steam boat "Shawnee" for Chouteau's Landing, to be held there subject to 
your orderf when re-ceived, be pleased to sign & return the enclosed duplicate receipts. They 
have been purchased in conformity with special instructions from the Comr of Ind: Affairs, and 
are intended solely for the last emigrated band of Chippewas, Ottawas & Pottawatomies; you 



will therefore take measures to have them removed to your Sub Agency, and placed in 
possession of the Indians with as little delay as possible. For the expenses attending their storage 
and transportation over land, you will make out the usual account for reimbursement, and draw 
your requisition on me for the amount; taking care however to accompany the account with the 
receipts of the per-sons who performed the service, to be used as Sub vouchers. 
As the season is rapidly advancing, it is desirable that the farming operations should be 
commenced as early as practicable in order that the Indians may not be destitute when the 
contract for their year's subsistence shall have expired. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Major A. L. Davis (Signed) Joshua Pileher 
Ind. Sub Agent Supert Ind. Affrs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs    
Sirs St Louis April 30, 1841 
I enclose herewith the copy of a letter this day received from the Comr. Ind. Affairs. advising 
that a remittance of $21,14.79 will be made to me to liquidate certain expenses contracted at your 
Sub Agency. I also enclose a form of account which I beg you will adopt when making your 
requisitions on me for any part of the above sumo in favor of claimants; and that you will, when 
stating the accounts,  be particularly careful to refer to the nature and date of the contract or 
agreements under which the services charged for accrued. 
Dr. David Lowry Yery respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Prairie du Chien Sub Agt        (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind; Affrs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis, May 3" l84l 
I herewith enclose an account made out in the name of Mr. D. Hardin against the United States 
for services rendered as fanner to the Indians of your Sub agency during the year 1839— As it is 
presumed from the certificates heretofore given him that you are satisfied of the fact that the 
services therein charged for have been actually rendered, it is believed that you will have no 
hesitation in signing the certificates & requisitions to the ones now transmitted; when this is 
done, and the accounts returned, proper measures will be taken to place them in train for early 
settlement. The set of accounts certified by you last fall are herewith returned—inasmuch as they 
include three quarters of last year, and inasmuch as the Indians did within the last year object to 
the further employment of Mr. H, they cannot be taken of for settlement. It may be well 
moreover to inform you that none of the accounts heretofore forwarded on behalf of Mr* Hardin 
have been paid; the present set is therefore intended to supercede them, and are made to embrace 
the whole of the year 1839- The enclosed packet you will be so kind as to hand to Mr. H. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Stephen Cooper Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Council Bluffs, Sub Ag Supert Ind: Affrs. 



 
Superintendency of Inds Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 6, 1841 
Your letters of the 23" & 24”  Ultimo are this day to hand, and with regard to the latter, I have to 
inform you that the Comr. was specially written to by me on the 4th." of last month relative to 
the claim of Charles Fish, and a mode suggested to him whereby I supposed he could probably 
be paid. I will take this occasion to inform you that the Commr. has made a provisional contract 
for goods to pay the Kickapoo annuity for this year instead of money; and to request of you to 
give me your views on the subject at your earliest convenience. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind: Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert. Ind. Affrs 
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Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir, St Louis, May 7, 1841 
On paying sundry accounts for Indian Subsistence to Mr. McCoy in April of last year, he omitted 
by some mistake to sign the receipts to one set (indigent Pottawatomies) which was not 
discovered until my accounts were taken up for settlement this spring. On becoming aware of the 
fact, my clerk forwarded the office duplicate & a correct copy addressed to you can for Mr. 
McCoy's signature. The duplicate he signed & returned, but not the copy, altho requested to sign 
& return it likewise; you will readily understand the reason for this request; - namely, that as the 
duplicate when perfected would be required for transmission, it was deemed important to have a 
copy with his signature to the receipt on file here. Mr. McCoy's reason for not complying with so 
simple a request I know not* I have however this moment received the defective duplicate from 
the 2nd auditor's office, which I presume he can have no objection to sign; it is herewith 
enclosed to your care for that purpose; after which be pleased to return it to me at your first 
convenience. 
Your attention to this matter will much oblige Sir. 
Major R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Obt Servt 
Ind.  Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port,  Mo. Supert Ind: Affrs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sirs St Louis May 13, 1841 
Since the date of my letter to you of the 6th Instant, a communication has been received from the 
Comr. of Indian Affairs relative to the claim of Charles Fish, by which it appears that you not 
only have funds on hand applicable to that object, but also, authority to pay the claimo A copy of 
the Commissioner's letter mill be found annexed. 
I am Sir, very respectfully 
Major R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Obt Servt 
Ind. Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Supert. Ind. Aff 
 



Superintendency of Indian Affairs St Louis. May 13, 1841 
To His Excellency GOVT J Chambers Burlington Iowa Tery Sir, 
As the annuities due the Sac & Fox Indians of Iowa Territory for the year 1840 remain unpaid in 
consequence of a misunderstanding sup-posed to exist among the Indians;  
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and as the subject will no doubt command your early attention; it is deemed advisable to enclose 
for your information copies of all communications from this office upon the subject, in order that 
you may understand correctly its action in reporting your views to the Secretary of War, which 
report it is presumed he will await before ordering the money to be paid over. These copies will 
be found herewith enclosed numbered from 1 to 9  including two letters from Captain Beach; and 
are furnished in accordance with my suggestion in our brief interview on board the "Malta." a 
few days ago, and which it is hoped will be properly appreciated. 
It may be well to state by way of illustration, that my visit to the Agency to make the payment 
last fall, resulted from a special order from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and was 
somewhat at variance -with the existing regulations respecting annuity payments, which devolve 
that duty upon the resident agents, but which can be dispensed with in special cases. In 
conclusion I will state, that the funds for the payment in question are in my hands, where they 
have remained since last fall; and that they will be paid over in specie at any time and in any 
manner the Secretary of War may direct, in which he will doubtless be governed mainly by your 
opinions upon the subject; and that any measures you may be pleased to suggest for the purpose 
of terminating a misunderstanding which has always presented itself to me as one by no means 
difficult to settle, will meet my prompt and cordial co-operation. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Yr Mo Obt Servt 
(Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind Affrs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir: St Louis May l5, 1841  
Herewith enclosed you mil find the copy of a letter addressed to me by the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs on the 27th January last, relative to depredations complained of by the Charge d' 
Affairs of Texas, as committed by the Comanche & other Indians on the frontier of that 
Republic. 
I am aware that no Indians within your immediate controul have been concerned in these 
outrages, and of the zeal heretofore manifested on your part to keep the tribes assigned to you 
within the limits prescribed. The object therefore of sending you the enclosed communication is 
only to apprise you of the  
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desire still felt by our Government to prevent as far as practicable any encroachments upon the 
Texian territory by Indians in any way under the controul or influence of the United States. You 
will be pleased to make known to the tribes within your Agency- the feelings entertained by our 
Government upon this subject, and endeavor to impress upon them the regret and displeasure 



that would result from any departure or then part from the wishes heretofore expressed, & 
referred to in the enclosed communication. 
Major R.W. Cummins: Very respectfully I am Sir 
Indian Agent Y Mo Obt Svt 
Major A. L. Davis (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Ind. Sub Agent Supert. Ind. Affs 
West Port, Mo. 
  
Superintenciency of Indian Affairs     
Sir: S Louis May 17, 1841. 
Your letter of the 23rd Ulto. the receipt of which was acknowledged in mine of the 6" Instant, is 
now before me; with regard to the request of the Delawares to be presented with a supply of 
Wampum for their contemplated grand council. I have to inform you that I have no funds for 
such a purposes—heretofore $4OO were annually allotted to this office under the head of 
"presents for Indians," and disbursed by me for that object, yet strange to say, by a nice 
construction of law, such disbursements have been suspended on settlement of my accounts; I 
am consequently compelled to decline making any purchases as presents for Indians. Should the 
Allotments for the current year (which are not yet received) contain any provisions to warrant 
such a purchase, I will be happy to comply with their request. Should it be otherwise, you can 
yourself procure the article out of your allowance for presents, as your Agency happens to be 
within the degrees of N. latitude contemplated by the law authorizing presents to Indians. 
Major R.W. Cummins Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert Ind: Affrs 
 
Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
Sir S Louis May 19, 1841 
Under date of the 19" February last, you were written to by me from Washington City, and 
instructed to try and obtain twelve boys from your Sub Agency, from the Pottawatomie tribe to 
be sent to  
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the Choctaw Academy in Kentucky; and to write to me immediately on the receipt of that letter 
as to the prospect of getting the boys. 
It is matter of regret that nothing official has been heard from you, as Colonel Johnson has 
repeatedly written to me upon the subject. I have several times learned from unofficial sources 
that you were trying to get the boys and have consequently declined writing you again; but it 
now becomes necessary that I should know something official from you upon the subject. 
Immediately therefore on receipt of this, you will be pleased to write me and state what the 
prospects are, and if unsuccessful, you will please state briefly the reasons. I am aware of an 
influence that may be brought to bear, which may pre-vent the Indians from sending their 
children, but it now becomes proper & necessary that it should be promptly decided. Please 
fonmrd your communication to some post office without delay. 
Very respectfully 



Major A. L. Davis Y Mo Ob Sv 
Ind. Sub Agent (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
Supert. Ind: Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs    
Sir, S Louis June 16" 1841 
Your several letters of the 22, 29 & 30 May Ulto. and 1" Instant, were with their enclosures 
yesterday recd at this office. Those of the 29 & 30" after having been recorded, are this day 
transmitted with the thru claims & the school report, to Washington City. Major Pilcher closed 
his a/cs to include the 10" Inst: & started for Washington on the morning of the 11th leaving me 
in charge of the office until his return; which circumstances procures me the honor of making 
you this communication. 
Major Richd. W. Cummins With great respect I am Sir 
Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert. of Indian Affairs     
Sir, St Louis, June 19, l841 
Tour letter of the 5" Instant, covering a contract with J. Tolman for repairing the Sac & Fox mills 
on Soap Creek, and advising that you had drawn a requisition in his favor on the Supert, of Ind. 
Affairs for $1075 was yesterday received at this office. 
Before this comes to hand, you will no doubt have been advised through other sources of the 
removal of Major Pilcher from office, the  
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appointment of Chas. Keemle Esqr of this city as his successor, and of the latter Gentleman's 
having declined to accept the appointment. Major Pilcher closed his disbursements to: include 
the 10" Instant, and on the morning of the 11" started for Washington with a view to the final 
settlement of his accounts, leaving in charge of the undersigned, the office with its Books,  
papers & public property. In this position of affairs your requisition cannot of course be paid 
here, until some officer be invested with the duties of Disbursing Agent. I considered it advisable 
then to apprise you of the facts in the case, in order that you may be able to explain to Mr. 
Tolman the reason why his claim has not been paid. 
I have the honor to be Sir, very respectfully 
Major Jno. Beach Yr Mo Ob Svt 
U. S. Ind: Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Sac & Fox Agency Clk Ind: Office 
 
Office Supert. Ind.  Affairs  
Sir, S Louis July 17, 1841 
All your accounts and vouchers for the 3" & 4" quarters of last year have been returned to this 
office by the Comr of Ind: Affrs with a request to have them restated & corrected in such a 
manner as to render them intelligible in order that they may be transmitted to the Treasury for 
settlement. I found on examining the vouchers that you have omitted to send on the one for the 



payment of the $60 to Jno: Lafranborss. These papers came to hand the day after your departure, 
and I have this day made them out, anew & forwarded them to the Comr. I with you on receipt of 
this, to examine your voucher, & send me ulthout delay the one above referred to, so as to enable 
the Department to adjust your accounts. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Mr S Cooper Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Council Bluffs S. Agency Clk: Inds Office. 
 
Office Supert Ind: Affairs 
Sir, S Louis July 21, 1841 
Your letter of the 30" June Ulto. covering your accounts for disbursements &c made in the 2" 
quarter of this year, has been this day received. 
On assorting the accounts current, abstracts &c, with a view to their transmission to the Comr. 
Ind.  Affrs. it is discovered that you have omitted to forward the voucher to your abstract of 
Treaty Stipulations (Ewing & Clymer for corn & steel $182.15). 
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As it would answer no purpose to transmit the accounts without the vouchers in question, they 
are placed on file for the present until you can be heard from. 
The absence of Major Pilcher, who is now at Washington (no new appt. of Supert. having yet 
been made) procures me the honor of making you this communication. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major A. L. Davis Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. S. Agt (Signed) Jno. Haverty 
Osage river S. Agy Clk. Ind. Office 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs      
Sir: S Louis July 21, 1841 
Your letter of the 6" Instant relative to your claim for expenses incurred on account of the 
emigration of certain Stockbridge Indians, has been this day received. On the 30" of last January 
the Comr. of Ind. Affrs placed in the hands of the Supert. a list of sundry claims growing out of 
the movement of those Indians (your own among the number) with in-structions to take 
immediate measures for their settlement, and the assur-ance that the necessary funds would be 
remitted in due time for that pur-pose. Up to the moment no funds have been received; which 
omission will, I trust, satisfactorily account to you for what might otherwise appear to you a 
culpable delay on the part of the officer in adjusting your claims. The absence of Major Pilcher, 
who is at present in Washington, (no new appt. of Supert. having yet been made) procures me the 
pleasure of making you this communication, & of assuring you with what high respect & regard 
I have the honor to be Sir 
Revd D. Lowry Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. S.  Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Winnebago S. Agency Clk Ind: Office 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs     



Sir, S Louis July 28, l84l 
The enclosed packet was yesterday received from the Department, and is now forwarded to you 
to the care of Major Hamilton per S Boat "Malta" 
I wrote to you on the 17" Inst. by way of Whitehall; but fearing that the letter may not have yet 
reached you, I send you a copy thereof on the next page, and request that you will without delay 
send down the voucher therein referred to,--namely, Jno; Lafranborss's for the $60 paid to him 
by you. Major Pilcher is still at Washington, No news of any new appt. of Supert. yet. 
Very respectfully, 
S. Cooper Esqr Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) John Haverty, Clk Ind Affrs. 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs      
Sir: S Louis August 5, l84l 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22" Ulto. covering a 
communication on the business of the Kickapoos, and also your account for the second quarter of 
the year. The letter has been recorded, and it, together with the account referred to are this day 
forwarded to the Comr. of Indian Affairs. 
Major R. W. Cummins With great respect I am Sir 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Westport, Mo. (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk. Ind: Office. 
 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs  
Sir: S Louis August 18, 1841 
Tour two letters of the 4th Instant covering your abstract of dis-bursements for July, and the 
accounts & vouchers in favor of John W. Newcom have been this day received at this office, and 
are filed for the future action, of the Supert. of Ind: Affairs. With regard to the account, I deem it 
right to inform you that although the instructions of the Commissioner of the 30" of January last 
corrected its settlement as well as that of Sundry other claims growing out of the movement of 
the party of Stockbridges from Prairie du Chien, yet up to this hour no remittance for that 
purpose has been made. 
You will perceive from this letter that we are still without a Supert. Mr. Mitchell's nomination 
has not yet been confirmed, & Major Pilcher is still detained at Washington. 
Major R. W. Cummins I am Sir with great respect 
Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk. Ind. Office 
 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sir, S Louis August 24, 1841 
Your letter of the 9" Instant covering voucher no. 1 to your abstract of Treaty Stipulations for the 
2" quarter of this year has been this day received and it, together with your abstracts, a/c current 
&c for said quarter will be transmitted by tomorrow's mail to the Gomr. of Indian Affairs. 



Major Pilcher is still in Washington, & the appointment of D. D. Mitchell Esq. who was 
nominated to the Senate on the 21" Ultimo, has not, as far as we know here, been yet confirmed. 
Major A. L. Davis (Signed) Jno Haverty. 
Ind S Agt Clk Ind Off. 
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Sir, Washington 30 August 1841 
Some time before I left St Louis I wrote you on the subject of Newcom's claim against the 
Government for services in the removal of the Stock-bridge Indians of your agency, and took 
great pains to state an account in such a manner as appeared to me to be the easiest and surest 
way to secure to each individual the amount which might appear due for his services. The mode 
was clearly pointed out in my letter; and as it if as the intention to pass the money through your 
hands,  of course each individual would have received strict justice as the money was paid over 
to Newcom you doubtless saw that the object of my plan was to avoid the multiplication of 
accounts I regret much to see that Thomas Hendricks and Henry Keckell have written a letter to 
the Department protesting against the plan pointed out by my letter though they do not mention 
it. It was never contemplated as they seem to suppose, to pay any portion of the claims out of the 
proceeds of their land, it was an effort on my part (having been instructed to try and settle that 
difficult account) to obtain compensation for every one having a just claim against the 
Government on account of the removal of the Stockbridges; and I adopted the plan which to me 
appeared most likely to reach that object at once; any such claims would have been paid by the 
Government. But as the authors of the letter referred to, have taken the business in their own 
hands; Newcom and others who may be kept out of their just rights will be indebted to them for 
any future delay. I am soon going out of office, and am very certain that it will be a long time 
before my successor can make himself sufficiently master of the subject to enable him to take 
any action in the case that will relieve the claimants. Please read this to the tribe and express to 
them my regret at the folly of writing such a letter as the one I have referred to. 
Major Rich. W. Cummins I am Sir, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) Joshua Pilcher 
West Port, Mo. Superb Ind: Affrs. 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs , 
Sir: S Louis October 6th l84l 
I had been officially informed of your appointment previous to the receipt of your letter. 
In answer to your inquiries, I have only to state, that Major Cummins has been charged with the 
disbursements of all funds belonging to your Sub Agency, and will doubtless attend to it 
promptly. I have not as yet entered fully upon my official duties, consequently have no 
instructions to give at presents any that may from time to time be deemed necessary will be 
forwarded as early as practicable. 
James W. Deadrick Esq. Respectfully Yr Obt Svt 
Ind. Sub Agt. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell  
Checks Cross Roads, Ten.  Supert Ind. Affrs  



P. S. There will be no difficulty in getting up to your station, any time between this and the first 
of November, You will find a comfortable house ready for your reception, (Signed) D. D. M. 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
 
Sirs S Louis October 7th 1841.  
A letter was this day received from James M. Hughes of Liberty Mo. calling my attention to a 
claim of Mr. George Wallis for cattle said to have been killed by the Ioways &. Sacs & Foxes of 
Mo. during the time the said Wallis was a contractor for the supplying of them with subsistence 
in 1837-8. He states the number of cattle killed by said Indians to be 150 head, and the loss 
sustained in consequence, to be $5700. You will take immediate measures to investigate the 
correctness of these charges, & report the result and your opinion there on to this office at your 
early convenience. 
W. P. Richardson, Esq. Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Ind. Sub Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
For Ioways & Sacs of Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind: Affs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis October 12, 1841 
Enclosed you will please find my duplicate receipts for Three hundred ninety nine dollars & 
Seventy eight cents on account of Agricultural implements for the Ottoes & Missourias, and for 
which I have received your check payable to my order, on the Bank of Missouri. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Inds Affrs 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs  
Sir, S Louis Novr 5th 1841 
An account certified by you in favor of Moses. H. Scott, for services rendered transporting 
agricultural implements to your Sub Agency, and amount-ing to$71.25, was yesterday presented 
at this office for payment. On ex-amining the account it was perceived that the receipts were not 
signed, but that in lieu thereof, the claimant's name was endorsed on the back of each of the 
duplicates. This is a very irregular and objectionable way of signing vouchers, and I have to 
request that hereafter you will please to instruct claimants (when their accounts are transmitted to 
this office for payment) where to sign their names. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major A. L. Davis Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind; Affrs 
Office Superintendency Indian Affs  
(Circular) S Louis Novr 5, 1841 



The annexed copy of circular from the Department of War is furnished for your information, and 
you are hereby specially directed to comply punctually with its requirements. Major R. W.  
Cummins, Ind. Agt.  Very respectfully 
Fort Leavenworth Agency I am Sir 
Maj. A. L. Davis Ind. S. Agt.    Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Osage River Sub Agency      (Signed) D. D. Mitchell Wm. P. Richardson Esq. Ind. S. Agt.     
Supert Ind; Affrs. 
Great Nemaha Sub Agency Indian Agent Council Bluffs Agency 
Ind. Sub Agent Council Bluffs Sub Agency 
  
(Circular) Department of War    
Sir, October 8, 1841  
You will please require of the disbursing officers connected with your branch of the service, the 
greatest punctuality in transmitting to your office the monthly statements required by the 
regulations of the 11" July I838, of the moneys received, disbursed and remaining in their hands. 
They will also be required to report at the same time, where the balance in their hands is 
deposited or kept, and of what  
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description of funds it consists. 
On the 15th of each month, you will please furnish the Secy of War a condensed abstract of all 
the above statements received up to that period; and after the lapse of a sufficient time for 
receiving the rest, you will furnish a like abstract of them, on which will be notice the names and 
stations of the officers who have failed to furnish the statements together with such reasons 
justifying the omission as may be known to you. 
Very respectfully 
Yr Mo Obt Svt 
The Commissioner (Signed) Albert M Lea 
of Indian Affairs Acg Secy of War. 
  
His Excellency Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Govr Doty S Louis, Novr 11, 1841 
Madison W. Tery 
Sir: I have respectfully to request that you will draw on me at sight for the sum of Eight hundred 
dollars, to meet the current expenses of your superintendency for the 3" & 4"  quarters of this 
year, and at the same time, sign & return to this office the duplicate receipts therefore, which you 
will find herewith enclosed. Your draft will be paid in specie on presentation. 
I have the honor to be Sir I Mo Obt Sv 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Superb. Ind. Affrs 
 
His Excellency 
Govr J. Chambers Office Supert of Indian Affairs 
Burlington, Iowa S Louis Novr 11, 1841 
Sir: I have respectfully to request that you will draw on me at sight for the sum of Four hundred 
& eighty two dollars and. fifty cents, to meet the current expenses of your Superintendency for 



the 3 & 4 quarters of this year; and at the same time, sign and return to this office the duplicate 
receipts therefore, which you will find herewith enclosed,, Tour draft will be paid in specie on 
presentations 
I have the honor to be Sir Yr mo Obt Servt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert. Ind. Affairs. 
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Office Supert Ind. Affairs     
Sir: S Louis Novr 12, 1841 
You are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for seven thousand ,One 
hundred and thirty dollars, that being the amount allotted to meet the current expenses & treaty 
stipulations of your sub-agency for the 3" & 4" Quarters of this year. You will at the same time, 
please sign & transmit to this office the two sets of duplicate receipts herewith enclosed. Your 
draft will be paid in Specie on presentations 
Revd David Lowry Very respectfully 
Ind. Sub Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Prairie du Chien (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind: Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis Novr 12, 1841 
You are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for Five thousand Six hundred 
and ninety five dollars; that being the amount allotted to meet the current expenses and treaty 
stipulations of your agency for the 3" & 4" quarters of this year. You will at the same time please 
sign & transmit to this office the two sets of duplicate receipts herewith enclosed. Your draft will 
be paid in Specie on presentation. 
Maj. Amos J. Bruce Very respectfully 
Ind. Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
S Peter's (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Novr 12, 1841 
You are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for Two thousand nine 
hundred and eighty five dollars; that being the amount allotted to meet the current expenses & 
treaty stipulations of your Agency for the 3" & 4" quarters of 1841. You will at the same time 
please to sign & transmit to this office, the five sets of duplicate receipts herewith enclosed. Your 
draft for the above named sum will be paid in specie on presentation. Very respectfully 
Major R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Indian Agt. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind. Affrs. 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs 



Sir, S Louis November 12, l84l 
You are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for Fifteen hundred and 
twenty five dollars, that being the amount allotted to meet the current expenses & treaty 
stipulations of your sub agency for the 3" & 4"  quarters of 1841. You will please at the same 
time, to sign and transmit to this office the two sets of duplicate receipts therefor, which you will 
find herewith enclosed. Your draft for the above sum will be paid in specie on presentation. 
Major A. L, Davis Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Sub Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Osage River Sub Agency (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind. Affairs 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis,  November 12, 1841 
Xou are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for Six hundred and ninety 
dollars, on account of the current expenses of your Sub agency for the 3" & 4" quarters of this 
year; and at the same time, to sign and transmit to this office the duplicate receipts therefore,  
which you will find herewith enclosed. Your draft for the above amount will be paid in Specie on 
presentation. 
Wm. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Bad. Sub Agt. Yr Mo Obt Sv 
Great Nemaha S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Novr 12, 1841 
On examining the papers received at this office under cover of your letter of the 30th Sept. Ulto. 
it is perceived that your abstract in the column of total is over-added four hundred rations--
making 89,978 instead of 89,578. Although the error might not affect the correctness of the 
account (which has not yet been presented for payment) stilly it is desirable that it should be 
corrected, and a duplicate of the abstract is herewith returned to you for that purpose. Do me the 
favor to give your attention to this matter at your early convenience. 
Major A. L. Davis Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind.  Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Osage River Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind. Affd. 
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Office Supt. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis, Decr 3" 1841  
Three Indian boys from the Choctaw Academy in Kentucky, left here this morning on their way 
home| One Ioway, one Potawatomie & the other a Quapaw. I have made such arrangements as I 
hope will enable them to reach West Port after which they will have to rely upon you to forward 
them on. The Quapaw will have to remain on the Missouri until such time as an opportunity 
offers for him to join his people in Arkansas . 
Major R. W. Cummins I am Sir respectfully 



Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert. Ind: Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs       
Sir, S Louis Decr 8, 1841 
I have just received a commission with accompanying documents, constituting you Indian Agent 
for the Council Bluffs, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the removal of J. V. Hamilton. It will be 
necessary for you to take immediate steps to execute the bond which is herewith transmitted: the 
responsibility of the sureties will have to be certified to by a District Judge or District Attorney, 
So soon as this is done you will report yourself personally to this office (with as little delay as 
possible) for the purpose of receiving such funds and instructions as will be necessary for your 
Agency. 
You will perceive by referring to the letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs (a copy of -
which is herewith enclosed) that no part of your expenses will be allowed by the Department, 
while travelling to, and returning from S Louis, in the execution of this first order. 
Daniel Miller Esq I am Sir respectfully 
Neosho Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Newton County, Mo, (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind: Affrs 
 
Office Superb. Ind. Affairs  
Sir S Louis Decr 17, l84l 
I received on the 15th Inst., your several letters of the 12" 17" & 26 November Ultimo, together 
with their enclosures. The contracts made by you with the several persons therein named, and 
also, that between S. M. Irvin and the Ioway Chiefs, have been refused to the Comr. of Indian 
Affairs, with such remarks as I considered called for in each  
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ease. You have omitted an essential preliminary in the matter of these contract; that is, to 
nominate the persons for the previous sanction of the Department of War. See paragraph 9, 10 & 
24 Revised regulations No. 3. A letter of nomination should, in each case, have been written to 
this office briefly stating that "you take leave to nominate A. B. as Blacksmith or farmer (as the 
case may be) for the Sacs of Mo. and request that it may be forwarded to the Comr. Ind. affairs 
for his approval." A similar omission has been made in the case of the person whom you have 
employed as interpreter in lieu of Jeffer-son Dervin. Be pleased to attend to this in future. Your 
request in behalf of the Sac & Ioway Chiefs, for permission to visit St Louis in the Spring cannot 
be complied with; anything the Sacs may wish to say to me, can be as well communicated thro' 
you their authorized agent, as tho' they were here in person; and with regard to the pretext of the 
Ioways, that they wish to purchase goods to be paid for out of their annuity, it is plainly at 
variance with the decision in Council, for there they stated that they wished their next year's 
annuity to be paid in Specie. Should they really desire to have a portion of their annuity invested 
in goods, it can be done by communicating their wishes to that effect to this office, and stating 
the kinds of goods they want and the sum they wish to be invested] but such goods must be 
furnished in the usual way—-on contract. I have asked for a remittance of four hundred dollars to 
build you an Agency house, and also for a small remittance under the head of "provisions for 



Indians"--You will find it in future a safe rule to make no purchase not previously authorized, or 
for which funds have not been remitted to you, and under no circumstances to transcend the 
amount placed in your hands for any specific objects; a contrary course will conflict with the 
circular of the War Dept. of 8 October last (a copy of which has been sent to you) and very much 
embarrass the settlement of your accounts. Your course with regard to Jeffery Dervin has my 
approbation, and I doubt not, will receive that of the Comr. Ind, Affrs, to whom I have trans-
mitted your letters; and your efforts to protect the Indians against the frauds of the white man, 
and to prevent the introductions of whiskey amongst them, merit the highest commendation. I 
have caused a set of accounts to be made out, which you will find herewith enclosed, that I think 
will assist you in comprehending the mode in which you are expected to render your accounts at 
the close of each quarter. The receipt rolls received under cover of your letter of the 12" Ultimo, 
are herewith returned to you, in order that they may  
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be embraced in your abstract of disbursements on account of Treaty Stipulations, agreeably to 
form 3. Revised regulations no 3. On looking over the receipt roll of the Sacs & Foxes,  it is 
perceived that only the sum of $3,871 is directly receipted for; the sum of $360 paid to the 
Chiefs should have been receipted for by them; and the further sum of $269  to the Kickapoo 
Chief should have his receipt therefor appended to the roll; a failure in either of these particulars 
will most certainly cause a suspension of your accounts at the Treasury. Moreover, your 
Interpreter does not appear to have made his mark, nor is his signature witnessed; and I need 
hardly tell you that when a signer cannot write his name, it is absolutely necessary that his mark 
should be witnessed. 
On the 12th Ultimo, I enclosed a set of receipts for your signature, with authority to draw at sight 
for the amount ($690) to meet the current expenses of your Sub Agency for the 3" & 4"  quarters 
of this year; the packet was addressed to you at Thorp's Mills Post Office, but hereafter agreeably 
to your desire, communications shall be forwarded to your address at Fort Leavenworth. Very 
respectfully I am Sir 
W. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Great Nemaha Sub Agy Supert. Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs        
Sir: S Louis Decr 20, 1841 
Your letter of the 17th Novr last has this day been received, and in reply, I have to inform you 
that the only guns in my possession are six boxes for the Kickapoos, being a part of their annuity 
for 1840 which they refused to receive. The guns that came in this year were forwarded under the 
special supervision of the Comr of Inds Affairs himself who was then at this place, and which 
occurred before I took charge of the Superintendency. 
Your letter and the certificate enclosed therein will be forwarded on tomorrow to the Comr. who 
perhaps may be able to account for the missing box. Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major Amos J. Bruce Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt       (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Fort Snelling Supert. Ind. Affrs 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs      
Sir, S Louis Decr 24, 1841 
I have received your letters of the 13" & 15" Instant, and this for-ward Shabchney's request 
relative to his reservation and Mr. Richardson!s receipt to the Comr. of Indian Affairs, whose 
attention I have also called to the necessity of a remittance to reimburse you in the amount 
disbursed for transportation &c. It were to be wished that you had adopted the plan proposed by 
the Commissioner when here--namely—to make out and certify the accounts,-—have them 
signed by the claimant or give them to him to be signed when paid, and to draw upon Mr. 
Chouteau for the amount; as the case now stands, it will be sometime before a remittance can be 
made, the more especially as you have omitted to state the sum disbursed by you on that account. 
On the 12" November Ulto. I forwarded to you five sets of receipts for your signature, 
amounting to $2,985  and authorized you to draw for that sum at sight; I forwarded Major Davis 
at the same time similar authority which he has long since availed himself of and I believe found 
no difficulty in making the negotiation. If however, you cannot sell a draft on me, on hearing 
from you to that effect, other means shall be resorted to, to place funds in your hands. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully I am Sir 
Indn Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sir, S Louis Dec 28, 1841 
A letter has been this day received at this office from the 2"   Auditor of the Treasury covering a 
statement of your accounts for the 2" 3" & 4" quarters 1840, & 1" & 2" quarters of 1841, which 
are herewith enclosed for your information. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major A . L. Davis Ir Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sirs S Louis January 4, 1842 
The enclosed copy of Regulation of the ll" July 1838 is furnished for your information and 
government, as being that referred to in the circular of the Department of War of the 8" October 
Ulto. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully, I am 
Ind. Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
[contd] 
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Major A. L. Davis 
Ind. S. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Danl. Miller Esq Supert.Ind Affrs 
Ind. Agt. 



J. W. Deadrick Esq Ind Sub. Agt 
W. P. Richardson Esq Ind Sub Agt 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs      
Sirs S Louis January 4, 1842 
Your several letters of the 15, 16, 17, 21 & 25" Dec Ultimo, together with their enclosures, have 
been this day received at this office. 
Your accounts for the 3rd quarter of last year, and your abstracts for September, October and 
November, after undergoing the usual examination, will be transmitted by tomorrow's mail to the 
Comr of Indian Affairs; whose attention will at the same time be called to your estimate for the 
rebuilding of the Delaware Smith's Shop. 
The accounts of Messrs Lawless & Nabb, together with your letter of explanation, have been 
sent to these gentlemen, in order that they may take such further measures in the affair as they 
may deem proper.  With regard to the annuity goods for the Kickapoos, it is not in my power to 
comply with your request by sending you a copy of your receipts, as One has been forwarded to 
Washington, and the duplicate is in the possession of Major Pilcher who is at present absent from 
this city; I have however, at the request of Mr. Haverty, as well as in order to satisfy myself of 
the true state of the case, examined the copy of Major Pilcher's last property return made on the 
2" November last, in which the amount of your receipts are entered, and I there find that you are 
charged with Six bales of blankets for the Osages, $757.40 four bales for the Pawness, $405.70, 
and five bales for the Kickapoos $579.l5 the latter corresponding precisely Tirith the amount 
indicated in your letter, from which you may rest satisfied that your receipts contain no more 
than is embraced in the invoices furnished to you. But you appear to have forgotten that four 
boxes of Squaw axes, hatchets amounting to $249.00 were sent on for the Kickapoos at the same 
time with the blankets, and are now in Store here, you having, as I am informed, refused to 
receive them on the ground that you believed the Kickapoos would reject them; consequently 
these Indians have yet a balance due them of last year's annuity, as well as the $450.25 for 1840 
in lieu of the guns still remaining in Store here. 
In a communication made to the Comr of Indian Affairs several weeks ago, I especially invited 
his attention to the subject of these balances, but have up to this time received no reply. 
Respcty I am Sir, 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, S.I.A. 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis January 6, 1842 
The enclosed accounts in your favor, for cash paid for repairing agency buildings & the erection, 
and the erection of a Smith's shop & dwelling house, were turned over to me by my predecessor, 
and by me sub-mitted on the 9th of Novr last for the decision of the Department. They have been 
this day returned with instructions to pay them provided that you certify the new set of accounts 
herewith, which are prepared expressly to meet the wishes of the Department; you will please 
also, on the face of the account, to state the nature and extent of the repairs done on the Agency 
buildings, and to accompany the accounts on their return to this office, with the receipts of 
Messrs Caton & Burnss for the sums paid them, to be used as Sub vouchers, on complying with 
these conditions you are authorized to draw on me for their amount, as I am advised that a 



remittance will be made to me for that purpose, While on the subject of accounts, I would call 
your attention to those in favor of A. H. Stinson as Issuing Agent. As it is presumable that you 
made a contract with Mr. S. for his services as such, it is very important that it should find its 
way to this office as soon as possible, in order to sustain the accounts in his favor lately paid by 
me on your requisition. 
Major A. L. Davis Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Ind S, Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo, (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind: Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 19, 1842  
Your letter of the 30" Sept and 31 Decr l841, covering your accounts for the quarters ending on 
those dates, were yesterday received; and the duplicates after the usual examination, are this day 
forwarded to the Comr of Indian Affairs, 
In the course of the examination above referred to, sundry omissions have been noted, to which it 
is considered advisable to call your attention; —The certificate of the chiefs to each of the pay 
rolls are unattested; as a general rule, whenever a signer cannot write his name, his mark (X) 
should be certified by some person present; vouchers 11, 12 & 13 of your abstract of treaty 
stipulations are unaccompanied by either contract or abstract of issues, and the same remark, 
apart, applies to vouchers 8, ° & 10 of your abstract of current expenses; it is true, no 10, is 
accompanied by an abstract, but the certificate to it is defective—-it should have been signed by 
the person or persons who  
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witnessed the issues—see form 7. revised regulations no. 3--vouchers 6 & 7 for postage are also 
defective the certificate should set forth not only "that the account is just & true" but likewise, 
"that the letters & packets for which postage "is therein charged were received by you on public 
service" --vouchers 7 & 18 for storage are objectionable, for the reason that neither the period, 
rate per package per month, or necessity for the service charged for, is stated. By receiving [?] to 
the 2" Auditor's statement of your accounts for the three last quarters of 1840 & two first quarters 
of 1841, which were forwarded to you from this office on the 28" Decr last, you will perceive 
that objections similar to the foregoing, have, in several instances been made by him to the 
voucher rendered for those quarters. It is therefore highly desirable that in future such 
precautions should be taken as will obviate the necessity of remarks in this office, as well as 
suspensions at the Treasury Department.        Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Anth: L. Davis Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Osage River Sub Agency Supert Ind; Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs     
Sir, St Louis January 24, 1842 
The public service requires, that you should proceed immediately to take charge of your post—
"the Council Bluffs Sub Agency." 



On your arrival, Mr. Cooper, the late Sub Agent, will turn over to you all public funds, property, 
books, papers &c that may be in his possessions and you will receipt to him for the same, in due 
form, in order that his accounts may be closed. 
You will find, herewith enclosed, all the regulations, circulars, orders &c that are necessary to 
enable you to understand the nature of your official duties; and a strict and faithful compliance 
therewith will on all occasions be required. 
Information having been received at this office, that the present Interpreter, Claude LaFromborse 
has, for several years been engaged in illicit traffic with the Indians; and also, that the nation 
refuse to recognize, or use him as Interpreter; it will be your duty to discharge him, so soon as 
one more suitable can be obtained. 
Reports from various sources, all concur in representing the relations between Indians and 
whites, within the limits of your Sub Agency, as in the most deplorable conditions and so far as I 
can learn, the cause of all difficulties may be traced to the introduction and sale of ardent spirits. 
It will be your duty on all occasions to use every possible  
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execution to suppress this illegal trade. The circular recently issued from the War Dept. on this 
subject, will govern you in proceeding against individuals suspected of a violation of the "trade 
and intercourse laws." Any special instructions that may be found necessary, will be 
communicated from time to time. 
J. W. Dedrick Esq I am Sir respectfully 
Ind Sub Agent        .        Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Present (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind. Affrs 
P. S. Be pleased to report the date of your arrival at your station to this office. D. D. M. 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir; S Louis January 24, 1842 
In the early part of last fall an estimate was received at this office, for certain agricultural 
implements, supposed to be made by the late Billy Caldwell Chief of the Potawatomies, but upon 
which, in consequence of not coming thro' the regular official channel, no action was taken. 
I have to request that as soon after your arrival at your station as practicable, you will endeavour 
to ascertain the wants and wishes of the Indians on this subject, and communicate the result to 
this office with as little delay as possible, in order that the necessary arrangements may be made 
to forward such articles as may be deemed meet for them on the opening of the spring 
navigation. Ploughs, hoes & axes will, I presume, constitute the most useful of these articles. 
J. W. Deadrick Esq Very respectfully 
Ind S. Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Present (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Aff 
 
Sir:                   Office Supert. Indian Affairs  S Louis, January 26, 1842 
Your letter of the 1st Inst: covering your accounts for the 4" quarter of last year, has been this 
day received, and on examination are placed on file to await several important vouchers which 
you have not yet forwarded.  On the 17 Decr last, I returned under cover of a letter of 



instructions of that date, your receipt rolls for the Ioways & Sac & Fox annuities, in order that 
several omissions therein might be supplied, and that they might then be included in your 
accounts for the last quarter; this not having been done, I infer that they did not reach you in 
time.  
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With regard to your present accounts, I find that not only Mr. Jackson's receipt, but also that of 
Peter Cadeu for $27.50 is still want-ing. You likewise charge $3.00 for postage, for which you 
have rendered no voucher, and with respect to the $20 which you say you have enclosed, no such 
money has been found and consequently Mr. Chouteau's account re-mains unpaid & unsigned. In 
addition to the foregoing, I have noted several irregularities to which I would call your attention. 
1. You charge a boX of candles for office use, which is clearly inadmissible, as all the writing 
appertaining to your duties can be done in day light. 2. You charge for traveling expenses to St 
Louis & back $26. without any specification of items, in addition to your charges for horse hire. 
Hotel expenses & Steam Boat transportation. You have made Sundry purchases of iron, steel, 
agricultural implements &c without appending the contract under which they were furnished;--if 
not made under contract, but privately it is clearly in contravention of the regulations. And 4.    
You have omit-ted to render an account current according to form 4. of Revised Regulations no 
3. With these defects , to forward your accounts to the Com-missioner would answer no good 
purpose, as it is next to a certainty that they would be returned this will explain the course 
pursued in placing them on file until I can hear from you. Your request for a month's leave of 
absence is granted, to take effect at the time you indicate; and I would by all means advise you 
when avail-ing yourself of this leave, to take S Louis in your route, in order that you may receive 
such instructions as will hereafter enable you to render your accounts correctly, this suggestion 
however, is not to be construed into an order to come here, or as entitling you to any allowance 
in the shape of travelling expenses. 
P. S.Your receipts for $690 have been this day handed to me & their amount paid to the bearer .  
I am Very respectfully 
Yr Mo Obt Svt 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Sub Agt Supert. Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis, January 27, 1842 
In reference to that part of your letter of the 1st Instant, in which you say that it will be necessary 
for you to remove to Andrew county of this state, should a suitable building not be provided at 
your Sub agency, I have to inform you, that on the 17th December last I called the special 
attention of the Comr. to the necessity of such a building and requested a remittance therefor, and 
that on the 1st Instant I forwarded to him a letter- from Mr. Foreman in relation to the ten houses 
for the  
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Ioways; to neither of these communications I have as yet received a reply, which 



I can only attribute to the present exhausted condition of the Treasury Department. Directly I 
receive instructions on these subjects you shall be promptly advised thereof.      
I am Sir very respectfully 
W. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert. Ind; Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind; Affairs        
Sir; S Louis January 28, 1842 
On the 8th Decr Ultimo, your commission accompanied with a letter from this office, was 
forwarded to Neosho Post Office. As the letter contained an order for you to report personally at 
this office, "with as little delay as possible"; I am induced to believe, from the length of time 
which has elapsed, that the order has never been received if so, immediately on the receipt of 
this, you will repair to St Louis, for the purpose of receiving such funds and instructions as will 
enable you to enter upon the discharge of your official duties. 
D. Miller Esq Respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Council Bluffs Signed D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Aff 
N.B. You will as a matter of course, first send to Neosho, and obtain from the Post Master there, 
the communication & papers above referred to. 
(Signed) D. D. M. 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs     
Sir: S Louis January 28. l842 
Tour letter of the 8" Instant accompanied by your accounts & vouchers for the 4" quarter of 
1841, has been this day received and the latter, after undergoing the usual examination* 
transmitted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
In the course of this examination, I have noted a few particulars to which I would call your 
attentions-—in the first place. I find Sundry pur-chases charged on account of treaty stipulations 
with the Indians in your Agency, which do not appear to have been procured on contract, or if so, 
the contracts for which have not been furnished, by the construction of the Treasury Offices, all 
supplies under treaty stipulations should be obtained on contract. In the second place, Jno: 
Lafromboise's signature (X) is not witnessed, and in the third place, it is believed that both Mr. 
Hamilton & Cooper should have certified the correctness of the  
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accounts of the several persons employed in the Council Bluffs Agency and Sub Agency, as 
from the nature of the case, you could not be presumed to know whether the services charged for 
were rendered or not. The three contracts with Charles Fish, William Donalson and Mab Frank-
lin, after being recorded, have likewise been forwarded with your accounts. It has been my 
uniform practice since I took charge of the Superintendency, first to record, and immediately 
thereafter to forward all contracts received from agents and sub agents; and by an inspection of 
the books of this office. I am satisfied that the same course was observed by my immediate 
predecessor. 



I am in the receipt of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs of the 18" Instant, in 
which he informs me that it will be impossible for him to make a remittance to reimburse you on 
account of the transportation of annuities &c, until he shall have received a detailed estimate of 
the amount required; let me invite your early attention to this matter. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully I am Sir 
Indian Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert. Ind. Affrs 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis January 31, 1842 
On the 5" Instant I wrote to the Comr of Indian Affairs, agreeably to your desire, on the subject 
of the smith's shop for the Delawares, and have been favored this morning with his reply, in 
which he informs me, that you were authorized and instructed by letter of the 30 Sept 1841, to 
have the shop rebuilt & furnished, and to make out an account or estimate of the expenses 
incurred, which when received, a remittance would be made to meet it.  
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major R.W. Cummins Yr Mo. Obt Svt 
Indian Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Washington City Superb. Ind.  Aff 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, February 2, 1842 
Yours of the 17th Ulto: reached me by this day's mail. The commence-ment of hostilities 
between the Delawares and Sioux's much to be regretted as a whole age will hardly suffice to 
produce a thorough reconciliation. It has always been the policy of the Government to use every 
possible effort to maintain peace and harmony among the border tribes;  
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and Commissioners in making treaties, have frequently gone so far as to say— "that a single 
hostile blow, struck upon any one of the neighboring tribes, would be promptly and severely 
punished by the troops of the United States." 
This threat however, has never been carried into execution, and the Indians generally look upon 
it as a mere figure of speech. You will be required to do all in your power to stop War parties; 
but I would recommend that only persuasive means should be used, accompanied with a hint that 
their annuities might by appropriated for the payment of any scalps that were taken. The great 
distance between the Delawares, and Sioux, is of itself sufficient to prevent any frequent 
collision. Even if Col. Kearney should feel disposed to interpose the military force under his 
command War parties could easily elude him if they were determined to undertake a campaign. 
Should war parties however, be organized at any time, for the avowed purpose of marching 
against the Sioux., it would be well to notify Col. Kearny of this fact, trusting everything to his 
own descretion. He is a man of sound judgment and well acquainted with our border tribes. 
Your letter together with a copy of my own, will be forwarded to the Department; and should the 
Government deem it necessary to adopt more energetic measures than those I have 
recommended, they will at once be communicated to you. 



I am Sir, respectfully, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind. Sub Agt Supert. Ind. Affrs 
Great Nemaha S. Agt. 
 
Office Supert Ind: Affairs 
Sir: St Louis Febr 15" 1842 
Having executed your bond, and received the funds allotted for your agency for the 3" & 4"  
quarters of last year, you will proceed to your Station with as little delay as practicable. Xou will 
take Springfield and West Port, Mo. in your route, for the purpose of cashing a Treasury draft on 
the Receiver of public moneys at the former place, and of receiving from Major Cummins Indian 
Agent, at the latter, the balance of the funds in his hands belonging to your Agency for the 1" 
&2" quarters 1841, and for which you will give him the usual receipts. On your arrival at your 
station, you will receive from Jos V. Hamilton, the late Agent, such public property, books, 
papers &cc as may be in his possession, for which you will give him the necessary receipts; and 
out of the funds now placed in your hands, you will pay him his salary for the quarter ending on 
the 30" September 1841, first  
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deducting ninety eight dollars and forty cents ($98.40) shown to be due from him to the United 
States in his account current rendered for that quarter. The best course to pursue in this matter 
will be, to take Mr. Hamilton's receipt for the $275 and to give your own receipts for the $98.40 
on account of contingencies, which sum you will carry to the credit of the U. States in your a/c 
current for the present quarter. It will be your first duty on taking charge of your Agency to make 
yourself acquainted with the condition of the smith's shop, the schools, farms &c so as to enable 
you at an early day to make a detailed report to this office on these subjects; you will also 
minutely inspect the Agency house recently erected at Bellevue and state its exact condition, 
dimensions &c in your report. As fears have been for some time past entertained that many of the 
Missourie tribes contemplated a hostile expedition against the Sioux, you will use all your 
influence to dissuade those committed to your charge from embarking in any such ruinous 
enterprise; it will likewise form an important part of your duty, to prevent by all means in your 
power, the introduction of Spirituous liquors within your agency, and to cause legal proceedings 
to be instituted against all who may violate the law in the particular, without respect to persons. 
You will receive herewith a complete set of imaginary a/cs carried out through all the forms, 
which, it is believed, will sufficiently explain to you the mode in which your own are expected to 
be rendered at the close of each quarter.    I shall at all times feel pleased to afford you any 
information in my power with regard to your duties; and for that purpose request you to 
communicate freely & frequently with this office. 
Wishing you a safe and pleasant trip, I am Sir, 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully, I Mo Obt Svt 
Ind: Agent (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Present. Supt. Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feb, 11, 1842 



Your letter of the 20" Ulto: has been this day received. I regret to say that there are no funds in 
my hands belonging to Mr. Jackson; and as he is no longer in the employment of the 
Government, I see no prospect of recovering the money without proceeding against Mr. Jackson 
& his securities. I am Sir, very respectfully &c 
Major Wm. Armstrong, Ag. [?] I. Aff    (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Choctaw Agency Supert. Ind. Affrs. 
 
[Page 154] 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis February 18, 1842 
A communication was received yesterday at this office from the Comr. of Indian affairs in 
relation to the contracts made by you last fall, a copy of which you will find herewith, together 
with an extract from my letter of the l6" December last; to which this of the Commissioner is in 
answer. I perceive by your abstract for the 4"  quarter of last year, that you have paid the 
Teacher, Blacksmith & farmers &c without writing for the approval of the Department but I 
cannot perceive what real services the farmers could have rendered during that quarter, nor 
indeed what adequate services they can render before the opening of spring; you will therefore 
be expected on receipt of this, to satisfactorily account for the manner in which they have been 
employed, so that the Department may be enabled to judge how far you were justified in making 
these payments, and you will hereafter be expected to conform rigidly to the instructions & 
views of the Comr. above referred to. With regard to Mr. Irvin, you will report the amount of 
services (if any) that have been rendered as farmer by himself or his agent for the Ioways; and 
you will, with their approbation as to salary &c enter into a regular contract with some suitable 
person to perform that duty. By the way, is not this the same Mr. Irvin that you have recently 
nominated for the office of Interpreter to the Ioways? If so, his employment in a twofold capacity 
cannot be tolerated much less sanctioned. 
Tour communications of the 1" 3" & 31 January Ulto: with their enclosures have been received; 
and such matters therein as were deemed of importance submitted to the Department, and among 
others, the request of the Ioways to be supplied with a small amount of goods as a part of the 
current year's annuity. You did well to suspend all action on this request of theirs, as a private 
contract would not be approved: the Dept. will, no doubt, in due season give the necessary 
instructions for gratifying their wishes; in the meantime I think it well to apprise you, that I 
cannot with you adopt the opinion, that goods can be obtained on a credit, nor indeed for cash, as 
cheap at your Agency as they can be here. 
Trusting to hear from you shortly on the several subjects embraced 
in the foregoing, I am Sir, respectfully,  Yr Ob Svt 
Wm. R. Richardson (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Sub Agt Supt. Ind: Affairs 
Great Nemaha S. Agy 
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P.S. I have paid Mr. Chouteau the $20 & herewith also enclose the duplicate of his receipt, the 
other being filed with your accounts. You still owe him on this voucher $1.30.  
(Signed) D. D. M. 



 
(Circular) Office Superb. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis February 21, 1842 
You will receive herewith a copy of a letter from, the Comr of Indian Affairs, dated the 10" 
instant, which is communicated for your information and Government. Very respectfully, 
Yr Mo Obt Svt Cummins, Miller, Richardson,     (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Davis, Deadrick Supert Ind. Aff. 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Febr 23rd 1842  
I enclose you a communication this day received, and numerously signed by the Indians of your 
Sub Agency. 
The petition is informal, but at the same time, considered worthy of attention. I have therefore to 
request, that you will inform yourself fully on the subject, and make a report to this office. 
As various other letters have been written, all of the same tenors and some of which I understand 
have been forwarded to the Department, you will perceive the necessity of prompt attention to 
the above request. 
A. L. Davis Esq I am Sir, respectfully Yr Ob Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind. Aff 
P. S. The memorial will be returned with your report. 
(Signed) D. D. M.   S. Ind. Affrs. 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Febr 24, 1842  
Your letter of the 8th Instant reporting your arrival at the Council Bluffs Sub Agency was 
yesterday received at this offices & agreeably to your request, a furlough is hereby granted you 
for sixty days, to commence on the 31st of March next, at the expiration of which, you will be 
expected to be at your post. 
You will prepare your accounts &cc, agreeably to the forms furnished you, so as to be enabled to 
render them here on your arrival. 
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The information contained in the first paragraph of your letter will be immediately 
communicated to the Comr of Inds Affairs. 
Jos. W. Deadrick Esq Very respectfully Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Savannah,  Andrew Co, Mo.        Supert. Inds Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Inds Affairs 
Sir; S Louis Feby 25, 1842  
You are hereby authorized and requested to draw on me at sight for Three Hundred & thirty 
eight dollars, on account of the current expenses of the Sac & Fox Agency, as follows, 
for pay of Agent $125 for $338 and to sign & return the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. 
Jno. Beach Esq Very respectfully 



Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt 
Fairfield Jeffr Co (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Iowa Tery Sup Ind. Aff 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 1, 1842 
You are hereby authorized and instructed to draw on me at sight for Sixty three/75 dollars, to be 
applied to the payment of Mr. Woods for repairing Sac & Fox mill on Soap Creeks for which be 
pleased to sign & re-turn to me the enclosed duplicate receipts. 
[cont'd] 
   
Jno. Beach Esq With great respect I am Sir 
Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Fairfield, Jeff. Co. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Iowa Tery Superb Ind: Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis March 8, l842 
I have this day been advised that the nominations made in your letter of the 29th January Ulto. 
have received the approbation of the proper Department  
Very respectfully Yr Mo Obt 
Maj R. W. Cummins (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Agt.                    Supert Ind; Affrs 
 
[Page 157] 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs   
Sir; S Louis, March 16, 1842 
Your letter of the 28" Ulto: advising me of your pursuit after cer-tain horse thieves &c has been 
received] and in reply, I have to request that you will report to this office all suits that you may 
have already commenced, or shall hereafter commence, the names of the parties, a brief of the 
case, and the District Attorney charged with their prosecution. 
With regard to the expenses you have incurred, I have further to request that you will without 
delay furnish me with a statement of items, in order that the matter may be at once submitted for 
the decision and instructions of the proper Department. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Great Nemaha S. Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff P. S. I forwarded a circular to you a few days ago, addressed to the Savannah Post 
office, Andrew Co. Mo.; but lest it should not reach you in time, I herewith enclose a copy for 
your information and Special government. 
(Signed) D. D. M. 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis March 17, l842 



Your letter of the 4th Instant, containing your application for a fur-lough, and covering your 
contract with Mr. Stinson, has been this day re-ceived at this office, Your application should be 
unhesitatingly complied with on my part, were it not that three officers of the Superintendency 
have already received furloughs to take effect at the close of the month; and I feel unwilling to 
increase the number until some of these shall have returned. Not being able to judge correctly of 
the degree of necessity that exists for your journey to Washington, I have referred the whole 
matter to the Comr of Ind. Affairs, & will lose no time in apprising you of the result. 
A. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo. Supert Ind Affrs 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis March 31, 1841        
Your letter of the 20" January, together with one enclosed therein from Charles Fish, in relation 
to his claim as Blacksmith for the Kicka-poos, were submitted by me on the 4" Ulto: for the 
decision of the Comr. of Indian Affairs. They have been returned by that officer with the 
information, that there are no funds within his controul out of which it could be paid. 
The letter of C. Fish you will find herewith, and also, a copy of the Commissioner's 
communication on the subject. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Indian Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs     
Sir, S Louis March 31" 1842 
You will receive herewith a copy of a communication from the Comr of Indian Affairs, from 
which you will perceive that eighteen boys are re-quired for the Choctaw Academy from the 
Potawatomies of your Sub Agency. I have therefore to request that you will without delay 
endeavour to carry into effect the views of the Secy of War on this subject and report the result 
to this office as early as practicable. 
Should you succeed, be pleased to consign the boys to me, and on their arrival proper measures 
will be taken to forward them on to their destination. 
P. S.    A muster roll of their names ages & tribe must accompany them 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
A. L. DaviS Esq., I.S.A. Supert.  Ind. Affairs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sir: St Louis March 31 1842 
You will receive herewith a copy of a communication from the Comr of Inds Affairs, from 
which you will perceive that four boys are required for the Choctaw Academy, Ky, under the 
treaty of Prairie du Chien: your proportion of these will be two from the Ioways. I have therefore 



to request that you will without delay endeavour to carry into effect the views of the Secy of War 
on this subject, and report the result to this office as early as  
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practicable. Should you succeed, be pleased to consign the boys to me, and on their arrival 
proper measures will be taken to forward them on to their destination. 
P. S. You must not send down. Hughes, nor any of those boys that were there before. A muster 
roll of their names & ages must be forwarded. 
W.P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. S. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Great Nemaha S. Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs  
Sir, S Louis March 31" 1842 
You will receive herewith a copy of a communication from the Comr of Indian Affairs, from 
which you will perceive that four Indian boys are required for the Choctaw Academy, Ky. under 
the treaty of Prairie du Chien: your proportion of these, will be two from the Omahas, as the 
Pawnees and Ottoes have a provision for education among themselves. I have therefore to 
request that you will without delay, endeavour to carry into effect the views of the Secy of War 
on this subject, and report the result to this office as early as practicable. 
Should you succeed, be pleased to consign the boys to me, and on their arrival proper measures 
will be taken to forward them to their destination. A muster roll of their names and ages must 
accompany them. 
Danl. Miller Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Council Bluffs Agency (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert. Ind. Affrs 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis March 21st 1842 
You will receive herewith a copy of a communication from the Comr of Indian Affairs, from 
which you will perceive that twelve boys are required for the Choctaw Academy from the 
Indians of your Sub Agency. I have there-fore to request, that you will without delay endeavour 
to carry into effect the views of the Secry of War on this subject, and report to this office as early 
as practicable. Should you succeed, be pleased to consign the boys to me, and on their arrival 
proper measures will be taken to forward them on to their destination. A muster role of their 
names & ages must accompany them. 
Jas. W. Deadrick Esq. Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind. Affrs. 
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Circular Office Supert. Indian Affairs 



Sirs St Louis March 31" l842  
Very respectfully 
I am Sir Yr Mo Obt Sv (Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affairs 
 
I am directed by the Gomr. of Indian Affairs, thus early to call your attention to the 12, 13, l4 18 
& 19" paragraphs of revised regulations no. 3. in order that there may be no excuse on your part 
for withholding the reports, statements &c required thereby. They must be made up to the close 
of the 3" quarter, (30 Sept) and transmitted as soon thereafter as practicable.  It is expected that 
these reports &c will be as full as possible, and that no point upon which information is desirable 
will be overlooked. 
R.W. Cummins Esq., Ind Agt 
Danl Miller, Esq. 
A. L. Davis Esq   Ind S Agt 
James W Deadrick Esq  
W. P. Richardson Esq   
  
Office Supert, Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis March 31st l842 
Enclosed herewith, you will find a copy of a letter from the Comr, of Indian Affairs to this 
office, dated the 15" Inst, together with a copy of his reply to the memorial of a delegation of the 
St Joseph and Prairie bands of Potawatomies, dated the 25" of December last; to both of which 
your particular attention is requested. 
You will as early after the receipt of this, as your duties will permit invite proposals, and enter 
into written contracts, (subject to the approval of the Department) for the erection of two good 
horse or ox mills on suitable sites, for the use of these Indians; and at the same time furnish this 
office with a list of such work oxen, other live stock and agricultural implements, as will in your 
judgment be advantageous to them; but in order to know correctly what proportion of the interest 
on the $15,000 set apart under the treaty of Ghicago for the above purposes, they Tfill be entitled 
to, you are furhter required to ascertain & report to this Office, the total number of the St Joseph 
& Prairie bands; and also the number that has emigrated from the Council Bluffs to your Sub 
Agency. 
You will see that the memorialists among other things complain, that a portion of their annuity 
for 1838 & 1839 was impropertly applied to the liquidation of the debts of the Wabash or 
Logansport Potawatomies, which amount they claim to have refunded to them.  
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It will therefore be necessary in the first place, to arrive at the amount so paid) and in the next, to 
ascertain from the Logansport people if they are willing that it should be refunded; and if not, the 
reasons in detail for their refusal; the total number of these Indians must also be furnished. With 
regard to the limited annuity of $2,000 under the Supplement to the treaty of Chicago, and which 
the St Joseph & Prairie bands claim as their due, I have this day written to the Council Bluffs sub 
Agent on the Subject, with instructions to lay the matter immediately before his Indians, and to 
inform me of the result of their deliberation. He has also been directed to prepare and forward to 
me a statement under his charge, in order that the division of the interest on the $150,000 
aforesaid may be made as equitably as possible. 



Anth. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Osage River Sub Agency (Signed) D, D. Mitchell 
Supt. Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs   
Sir, S Louis March 31st l842 
I herewith enclose for your information an extract of a letter from the Comr of Ind: Affairs to this 
office, dated the l5th Inst: and a copy of his reply to the memorial of a delegation of the St. 
Joseph & Prairie bands of Potawatomies, dated the 25" Dec l841. From these you will per-ceive 
that the Indians above named set up a claim to the $2,000 heretofore paid to the Indians of your 
Sub Agency under the 2" article of the Supple-mental treaty of Chicago; on the ground that the 
land for which this was the consideration, was:: relinquished by them, and that they, by an under-
standing among themselves, are the parties entitled to receive it. You will therefore take 
immediate measures to lay the matter before your people, ascertain their views; and if they 
dissent, their reasons therefor. You will also note their further allegation—-that a number of 
Indians from your Sub Agency (they say 273) have from time to time emigrated to that of Major 
Davis; and that they have not since their emigration received any portion of the annuity sent for 
their common benefit. You will likewise endeavour to ascertain the facts in this case, and the 
total number of such emigrants. With a view to the proper distribution among the parties entitled 
thereto, of the interest on the $150,000 set apart by the  
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treaty of Chicago of 1833, for agricultural and other purposes, you will as early as practicable, 
ascertain the total number of Chippewas, Ottawas & Potawatomes now in your charge, in order 
to form a basis (in part) for the distribution referred to. Allow me to ask your particular attention 
to these several matters, and to favor me with a detailed report with as much expedition as the 
nature of the case will admits. 
Jos. W. Deadrick Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Council Bluffs S Agcy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind; Affairs       
Sir, S Louis April 2" 1842 
I have been informed that no corn will be required during the present season for the subsistence 
of the Sioux within your Agency, and that a small quantity of lard would be preferred to tallow. 
Being anxious to ascertain the wants & wishes of the Indians on this subject (previous to giving 
out of the contracts) I would thank you to furnish the information as soon as possible. 
Amos J. Bruce Esq Respectfully Ir Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Fort Snelling Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis April 2" 1842 



I have been informed that the Winnebago Indians have on hand, and will raise during the ensuing 
season, as much corn as will be wanting for their use. Also, that they would prefer lard, in place 
of tallow. 
Being anxious to furnish such provisions as will be best adapted to their wants & wishes, you 
will please inform me on the subject some time during the present month if possible. 
David Lowry Esq Respectfully Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Prairie du Chien Superb Ind: Affrs 
 
[Page 163] 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs  
Sir: S Louis April 5, l842 
Your letter of the 4"   Ulto covering the receipt of Sub Agent Callaway for Osage annuity goods, 
has been this day received; and also, yours of the 15th & 16th Ultimo, enclosing your estimate 
for the Delaware Smith's shop, & the transportation of Annuity goods & specie. Both receipts & 
estimates will be forwarded by tomorrow's mail to the Gomr of Ind: Affairs with a request that 
the former may be filed in lieu of those given by you last fall; and that a remittance to meet the 
latter may be made as early as practicable, 
Rich W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Aff 
  
Circular Office Supert. Indian Affairs     
Sirs S Louis April 6, 1842 
The annexed copy of regulation of the War Department dated the 23" March l842, authorizing 
the employment of Army Surgeons for Indian tribes in the vicinity of military posts, is furnished 
for your information and government. A. L. Davis Esq        W. P. Richardson   Very respectfully 
Ind S Agt I. S. A, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Osage River Sub Agy     J. W. Deadrick     (Signed) D. D. Mitchell R. W. Cummins, Ind. Agt  
Ind S. Agt        Supt. Ind. Affairs D. Miller    
 
Cicrular Office Supert. Indian Affairs       
Sir, S Louis April 8, 1842 
You will find herewith enclosed a copy of a letter from the Comr of Indian Affairs; the object of 
which is sufficiently explained by the document itself. 
It will be your duty, as soon as practicable, to call a council of the Indians comprising your 
agency, and submit the regulation for their consideration and decision: as soon as this is known, 
you will make a full report on the subject to this office. 
Danl Miller Esq. Ind. Agt       I am Sir respectfully 
R. W. Cummins Esq  Yr Mo Ob Sv 
W. P. Richardson Esq Ind S Agt    (Signed) D. D. Mitchell A. L. Davis Esq          Supert Ind Affr 
Jos W. Deadrick Esq     
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Office Supert Ind. Affairs      
Sir: S Louis April 12, l842 
An answer to my letter of the 17" Ultimo, covering your application for a furlough was yesterday 
received from the Comr of Indian Affairs, of which the following is an extracts: "I do not see that 
there exists any necessity for Major Davis personal attention to the adjustment of his accounts, 
which can be done equally well by the accounting officers without him. The request of Major D. 
cannot therefore be granted. 
A.L. Davis Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind: Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs     
Sir: S Louis April 14, 1842 
Your several communications of the 15" Ulto: & 4"  Inst: with their enclosures, were yesterday 
received by the hands of Mr. Stinson, and the amount of the two accounts for Agency buildings 
& Smith's shop $305 paid to him agreeably to your request. As no funds have been placed in my 
hands to meet the expenses of transportation of annuity funds for your Sub Agency last fall, I 
have this day referred the account to the Comr. of Ind: Affrs & requested a remittance for its 
liquidation, on receipt of which you will be authorized to draw as heretofore. In order however to 
obviate all diffi-culty, you will be pleased to transmit to this office, a certified copy of the 
Commissioner's letter under the authority of which you came to this place last fall & received the 
annuity funds, as this will be necessary to vouch a. few of the first items in your account. 
A. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind: Affrs 
 
Circular    Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 18, 1842 
The annexed circular of the 8" Inst: from the office of the Comr Ind Affrs is communicated for 
your information and government and you are hereby injoined to strictly observe its instructions. 
R. W. Cummins, Ind. Agt.        Very respectfully 
Danl Miller, Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
W. P. Richardson, Ind. S. Agt.    (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
A.L.  Davis, Ind. S. Agt        Supt Ind. Affr 
J. W. Deadrick 
 
[Page 165] 
 
Office Supert Ind: Affairs   
Sir, S Louis April 21, 1842 
I am directed by the Comr of Indian Affairs under instructions from the Secretary of War, to 
inform you, that the reports of schools, and res-pecting the education of Indian youth, must be 
made out distinct and kept by themselves, in order that when received at this office through you, 



ab-stracts may be made of them at the close of the fiscal year,--say up to the 30th September, 
You will inform the Teachers that these reports must "embrace all information relative to the 
progress of the school during the year that has passed, together with a tabular statement showing 
the tribe the names of teachers, number of scholars, their age, sex & advancement, whether in 
spelling, reading, writing &c. Value of property, how paid for, annual allowance & the fund out 
of which it is received, as well as any additional information which it may be possible to 
communicate. 
You will therefore not fail to have these reports transmitted to this office immediately after the 
30th September of each year, as no excuse will be admitted for a non-compliance with this order, 
and for the purpose of facilitating your labors, a form of report is herewith enclosed. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Ind Ag        Very respectfully 
Danl Miller Esq   Yr Mo Obt Svt 
A. L. Davis Esq Ind Sub Agt      (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
W. P. Richardson   Supt Ind Affrs 
Jos W. Deadrick Esq  
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis April 21, l842 
A letter was this day received at this office from Mr. J. T. V. Thompson of Liberty Mo, in which 
he sets up a claim for certain oxen, which he says were killed by the Ioways & Sacs of your sub 
agency some time in 1838, while he was employed in breaking up & fencing land for those 
Indians. 
I have directed him to collect such evidence as he can, touching the fact , and to send it to you; 
on receipt of which you will be pleased to investigate the matter, and make a report of the result, 
accompanied by the evidence, to me at your first convenience. 
W.P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind: Affrs 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs  
Sirs S Louis April 25, 1842 
I herewith enclose for your information, a copy of a letter this morning received from the Comr 
of Ind Affairs in reply to mine of the 5 March last, on the subject of Mr. Edson's claim for his 
services as Ottoe School Teacher. 
From this you will perceive that he is to be allowed pay from the 1st of May l84l to 1st Sept 
following, the time himself & family were taken sick; and for such further period as he was 
employed in the performance of his duties, after he recovered his health & resumed his duties; of 
the extent of this latter period you must be the judge. It will be proper for you to attach the copy 
herewith, to the duplicate of the voucher for payment to be transmitted to the office for the 
Department, in order to show the basis authorized for the settlement. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Council Bluffs Agency (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert. Ind. Affrs. 



 
Office Supert. Ind. Affrs     
Sir: S Louis April 26, 1842 
Your letters of the 31" Ulto & 5" Instant, covering your abstract of disbursements & cash 
accounts for the 1" quarter of this year, have been this day received, examined, and the 
duplicates forwarded to the Comr of Ind: Affairs. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Superts Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 26, 1842 
Your letters of the 31" Ulto; covering your statements, abstracts of issues and cash accounts for 
the 1" quarter of this year, have been this day received, and after the usual examination, the 
duplicates transmitted to the Comr of Ind: Affairs. Very respectfully 
Anth. L. Davis Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo. Supt. Ind. Affrs. 
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Office. Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 27, 1842 
Your several communications of the 3" 4" 5, 7, 9, & 22" Instants, together with sundry contracts, 
estimates, and your cash accounts for the 1" Qr of this year, have been this day received at this 
office. On examining the latter; I regretted to find that you had omitted to sign the account 
current; & abstracts, and to receipt the two accounts for your travelling expenses! in all other 
respects they appear to be correctly made out. As a general rule, you should sign officially all 
returns, a/cs current, abstracts and other documents intended for the Treasury Department, office 
of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or this office; for to transmit these papers in their present 
condition would answer no purpose; they are accordingly herewith returned for your signature, 
after which be pleased to send them on to me without delay, in order that they may be 
transmitted with your vouchers to the Commissioner's office. You will likewise further observe, 
that in all accounts for expenses incurred in the discharge of your official duties, as well as in 
those for your salary, you must sign receipts for the amount as received from yourself, after the 
manner of the two accounts now enclosed! and you will moreover particularly notice that in 
future your a/c current, abstracts and returns must be made out & forwarded in duplicate, 
inasmuch as one set is required for the files of this office, & the other, for transmission to 
Washington City. With regard to Mr. Gilman's claim for his services as Otto Blacksmith, you 
must be governed by the best evidence you can obtain concerning its correctness as to the time 
charged for & services rendered; and should it in your opinion be correct, you can certify 
accordingly & pay him the amount he is entitled to; but he cannot be allowed for absent time. He 
was never reported to this office on furlough, and I do not think it was within the meaning of the 
regulations to grant any such indulgence to the hired mechanics farmers or Interpreters. As to the 
claims set up by the farmers Rennick and Case, I am of opinion that it has not the slightest 
foundation in equity; for it is clear from the report of Mr. Edson heretofore made, as well as from 



your own recent one, that they have already received a great deal more than they gave a fair 
equivalent for. The matter will however, be submitted for the decision of the Department; and at 
the same time, the wish of the Ottoes to change the location of their farm. 
I am glad to find from your report, that you have taken a proper stand with the traders on the 
subject of whiskey, and that they evince a disposition to come into your measures: I sincerely 
hope that your efforts to abate the use of ardent spirits among your Indians will be crowned with 
success.  
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Your application for a furlough is hereby granted to take effect on receipt of this letter, for sixty 
days, for the purpose of removing your family, at the expiration of which time, it is expected you 
will be at your post, and asmuch sooner as possible. You will please to report the dates of your 
return to your station to this office. 
Daniel Miller Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs  
Sir, S Louis May 4, 1842 
A letter has been just received from Major Cummins Ind Agent, dated the 18th Ulto: (of which I 
enclose you a copy) in which he complains of an atrocious onset made by a large party of Sioux 
and Winnebagoes on a small hunting party of Delawares some time last fall or winter, which 
resulted in the destruction of some sixteen of the latter. Will you do me the kindness to make the 
inquiries suggested by the Delaware Chiefs as to the reasons that induced their old friends the 
Winnebagoes so to act; and what they have done with the arms, horses &c of their victims. 
Should their exist any mistake with regard to the participation of the Winnebagoes in the outrage 
complained of, it will be all important to have it explained as early as possible, in order to 
prevent the bitter revenge that will otherwise be taken by the Delawares as soon as an 
opportunity presents itself. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
David Lowry Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Prairie du Chien S agy Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Superb. Indian Affairs 
Sir; St Louis May 7, 1842 
I herewith enclose you a copy of a letter this day recd from the War Department, and directed to 
Daniel Miller Esq Indian Agent at the Council Bluffs. 
The instructions contained in this letter are so fully and clearly expressed, as; to put you at once 
in possession of the wishes and intentions of the Governments It happens very unfortunately at 
this critical period, that Sub Agent Deadrick is absent on furlough, which leaves no immediate 
means of communicating with his Indians; and still more unfortunate, that Mr. Miller, to whom 
this duty was assigned, is also absent for the purpose of removing his family. 
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Under these circumstances, I am compelled to require of you to see that the orders of the 
Department are fully and promptly executed. It would be advisable that you should see as many 
of the Indians as possiblej and make known to them in person, the measures which have been 
adopted by their Great father for their safety and protection. In all cases where this cannot be 
done personally, I would recommend that an interpreter, or half breed of character and 
intelligence be immediately dispatched with such a talk, and such advice and assurances as will 
induce them to remain quiets and rely confidently on the protection of the Government,. This 
protection will, I presume, be delayed for a while in consequence of the absence of the Dragoons 
from Fort Leavenworth. Mr. Miller will no doubt be at his post by the time the troops reach the 
Council Bluffs: and his presence will in a great measure relieve you from further trouble or 
responsibility in the matter. Until that time however, I would urge upon you the necessity of 
being prompt, regular & energetic. 
When all the necessary steps have been taken to insure tranquility amongst the various tribes, 
and to fully carry out the instructions and views of the Department, I would thank you to make a 
full report to this office. I am Sir respectfully 
Major R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Indian Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo. Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert.  Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis, May 7th 1842 
I herewith transmit a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to which your immediate 
attention is required. 
The Commissioner's letter so fully explains the nature and extent of the duties required from you 
on this occasion, that nothing more remains to be said. As is more than probable that you will be 
absent on furlough, and consequently have no opportunity of giving the necessary information to 
the Indians, I have instructed Major Cummins to see that the measures recommended by the 
Department are fully carried out. 
Danl Miller I am Sir respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Obt Svt 
Council Bluffs Agcy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs   
Sir, S Louis, May 7, 1842 
Your letter of the 31 March last, covering your monthly statement of funds, and of the 24"  
Ultimo,  covering the claims of Mr. Joseph Clymer for depredations said to have been committed 
on his property, by the Wabash Potawatomies, together with sundry affidavits in support of the 
same, have been duly received; and the latter, as requested by you, transmitted to the office of 
the Comr of Ind Affrs, You shall receive early information of his decision on this subject directly 
it comes to hand. 
Anth. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully. 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 



Osage River Sub Agency (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind: Affrs 
  
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis May 9, l842 
Your letter of the 23th April Ulto: is just received, in which you inform me of the loss of the 
saddle bags & three letters contained therein, and your request to be supplied with duplicates. 
Presuming that those lost are mine of the 6" 8" & 18" April last, covering circulars & regulations 
of the Department copies of these are herewith enclosed to you. 
In order to ascertain whether the above are the ones actually lost, I subjoin the dates of the 
several letters written to you from 16 March to 21 April 1842 —they are— 
16 March - calling for a statement of your expenses while in pursuit of horse thieves. 21 March - 
Certain reports to be furnished on the 30" September of each year without fail. 6 April - 
Enclosing a regulation authorizing the employment of Army Surgeons for Indians in the vicinity 
of Military posts. 8 April - Enclosing a plan for preventing depredations amongst Indians. 18 
April - Enclosing a circular directing that the wishes of the Indians in all matters of minor 
importance be attended to. 21 April - Stating that Mr. Thompson of Liberty had set up a claim 
for oxen said to have been killed by the Ioways & Sacs in 1838 and re-questing a report of the 
facts in the case.  
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Should you find, on comparing the foregoing with the letters in your possession, that I have 
mistaken the ones lost; on your indicating with more precision the right ones, copies shall be 
made out & forwarded to yous but if they should unfortunately happen to have been from the 
office at Washington, I have no means of supplying the loss, 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supert Ind: Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs     
Sirs S Louis May 11, 1842 
You will find herewith enclosed a copy of the letter requiring you to furnish your quota of Indian 
boys. 
I would wish to have the boys sent down as soon as possible; and it would be very desirable to 
have those from Mr. Miller's Agency sent at the same time. Respectfully, 
Wm. P. Richardson Esq Yr Obt Svb 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert.  Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis May 11, 1842 
I have this day received from the Treasurer of the United States, the sum of $227.25 to pay the 
expenses incurred by you last fall, under the instructions of the Comr of Indian Affairs, in 
transporting Indian annuities; for which sum you are hereby authorized & requested to draw 
upon me at sight. When you draw, be pleased to forward to me the copy of your instructions 



from the Comr. Ind Affairs, requested by my letter of the 14" Ultimo, as it will be needed to 
accompany the account to the Treasury, 
Anth. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully 
Ind. Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Osage River Sub Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Superto Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 17, 1842 
Tour several letters of the 5" 26 27 29 & 30" Ulto: and 5" Inst: with their enclosures, and 
likewise your letters of nomination & contracts with Messrs. Allen, Gaston, Woodcock, Saidlaw, 
Remont, the two Mathers and R. Hildreth, have all been duly received, and the nominations  
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and contracts this day forwarded to the office of the Comr of Indian Affairs; whose attention has 
at the same time been called to such of the subjects of your communications as I deemed it of 
importance to obtain his decision or instructions upon. 
You ask whether it be consistent with the regulations to invest other persons in the public service 
besides Agents and Sub Agents; with power to destroy spirituous liquor &e. I answer, yes; you 
will find the authority in full in the 20" Section of the intercourse law, to which I beg to refer 
you. With regard to your proposition to turn over your oxen at a valuation for the service of the 
Pawnees; it would,  it seems to me, be unmeet,  and might lead to misconstruction to have you in 
the same transaction stand in the relation of buyer and seller;  if purchased at all, the account 
should not be made in your own name. Although not coming directly under it, the case would 
appear to be glanced at in the 14th Section of the law for the organization of the Indian 
Department, approved 30" June 1834. As to your request to have the postage paid here on letters 
forwarded to you from this office, I have to state, that the sum allowed to me under the head of 
contingenicies is very insufficient for that object, & would by no means warrant any additional 
burthen; besides, the Post Masters of the small offices would justly complain of such a course as 
diminishing their per centage emoluments. 
I shall make the seizure of Sarpy & Papins goods the subject of a special communication in a few 
days. 
Very respectfully,  I am Sir 
Dan'l Miller Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Indian Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo., care of Major Cummins.      Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sir, S Louis May 19, 1842 
Herewith you will receive a copy of a contract made by me on the 4th Instant with Capt. Geo. W. 
Atchison of this city, for the delivery of certain provisions to you as a part of the Winnebago 
annuity for the current year, together with invoices and cuplicate receipts for same; the latter of 
which be pleased to sign & return to me, after you shall have inspected and received the stores. I 
also inclose a copy of a letter from the Comr. Ind. Affairs dated 17 March Ultimo, directing that 
certain surplus provisions on hand at Forts Crawford and Winnebago, be received for the  
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use of the Indian Department, and an order from Col. J. P. Taylor C. S. on the Asst. Comr at Fort 
Crawford to turn them over to you. These stores are to be taken at the prices stipulated in the 
contract above referred to, namely 
370 barrels of flour et $4.48 / Barrel      $1,657.60 
360 barrels pork, at $5.75 / Barrel 2,070.00 
$3,727.60 which with those delivered on contract will make the $10,000. - - I make these 
observations in order that you may note these prices and amounts in the receipts you will give to 
the subsistence officer, and that you may carry the amount through your accounts. 
You will perceive that I have attended to your opinion as communicated in your letter of the 23" 
Ultimo, as well as to the suggestion of your son when here a short time ago, by excluding corn 
and substituting lard for tallow; on the whole, I think I am justified in saying that this is the best 
contract that has yet been made for the Winnebagoes. 
The present embarrassed condition of the Treasury makes it desirable that no unnecessary 
obstacles or objections be opposed to the arrangement for taking the surplus stores of the Sub 
Dept. for the use of the Indians; and it is no doubt the duty of every public officer to lend his aid 
in diminishing, as far as it can be done without injury to others, the burthen 
now pressing on the Treasury. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agy Yr Mo Ob Sv 
Prairie du Chien S Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs   
Sir, S Louis May 19, 1842 
Herewith you will receive a copy of a contract made by me on the 4" Instant with Capt, Geo. W. 
Atchison of the city for the delivery of certain provisions to you as a part of the Sioux annuity for 
the current year., together with invoices and duplicate receipts for the same, the latter of which 
be pleased to sign and return to me, after you shall have inspected and received the stores. I have 
been informed by the Comr of Indian Affairs under date of the 17" March last, that the 
Subsistence Department have on hand a larger amount of provisions (flour & pork) than is 
required for Army use; that it is desirable that these Stores should be taken for the use of the 
Indians where it can be done; and to make my contracts with reference to this arrangement: I 
accordingly herewith enclose  
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an order from Col. Jos P. Taylor C. S. on the Asst. Comr at Fort Snelling to turn over to you for 
the Sioux one hundred barrels of flour. This flour will be taken at the price stipulated in the 
contract above referred to 
Say 100 barrels at $4.75 / Bbl . . . . . . . .$475.00 
which with the stores to be delivered under contract will make up the $5,500. 
In the present embarrassed condition of the Treasury it becomes the duty of public officers to 
save from sacrifice every species of public property, and to lend their aid where it can be done 



without injury to others, in diminishing the burthens now pressing on the Governments I trust 
therefore that you will see the propriety of acting in accordance with the views of the Department 
on this subject. 
You will perceive that I have attended to the suggestions contained in your letter of the 3" 
Instant, by reducing the quantity of corn & supplying tea & sugar in its stead; and by substituting 
lard for tallow; on the whole, I think I am justified in saying that this is the best contract which 
has yet been made for the Indians of your Agency. 
Amos J. Bruce Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Indian Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt. Ind: Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs     
Sir;  S Louis May 21, 1842 
Your letter of the 30" Ulto: covering your a/c current, and a list of iron, tools &c for the Sac 
Smith's Shop, has been received, and the former this day transmitted to the Comd of Ind: Affairs. 
I herewith re-turn the list of articles which you say can be purchased from Mr. Gilmore, in order 
that you may enter into a contract for their delivery, provided that they are in good, serviceable 
condition, of which you must be the judge. The residue ot the articles will be procured on 
contract here, & forwarded the first opportunity. For the articles to be obtained of Mr. Gilmore 
you will make out the a/c & pay it with the funds in your hands. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully 
Ind S Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt. Ind. Affrs 
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Office Supert: Indian Affairs 
Sir;    S Louis, May 23" l842 
Your report of the 22" Ulto: in relation to the seizure and destruction of spirituous liquors found 
in the possession of Messrs P. A. Sarpy & Co. also your letter of the 29" on the same subject, 
have been received. 
The prompt, energetic, and judicious manner in which you have dis-charged your duty on this 
occasion merits my unqualified approbation; and I doubt not will be readily approved by the 
Department. Had the same course been adopted by your predecessor, this baneful trafic would 
long since have been suppressed in your neighbourhood. 
After a creful examination of this perplexing case, I concluded to relieve Messrs Sarpy & Go 
from the extreme penalties of the law, & restore all their licensed privileges. The only 
punishment, which under "the miti-gating circumstances," I felt justified in inflicting upon these 
traders, was a fine of three hundred dollars. As no evidence was produced going to show that 
they either sold, or gave whiskey to the Indians; I am of opinion that their case is provided for in 
the 20" Section of the law approved 30th June 1834. 
These traders having promptly, and voluntarily produced their keg of whiskey goes conclusivley 
to show that they felt guiltless of any violation of law; especially as the introduction of spirituous 
liquors had evidently been permitted by your indiscreet predecessor. The fair character which 
these traders have uniformly borne, together with the solemn, and I think serious assurances of 
never being again guilty of a similar offense were considerations entitled to great weight. I would 



however wish you to bear in mind, and also to impress it upon the minds of the traders, that no 
ex-cuses , or "mitigating circumstances" will again shield an offender. 
The whole subject will be laid before the Department, and the opinion of the higher authorities 
communicated to you, whenever it is received at this office. Very respectfully 
Dan'L Miller Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Agent (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert, Indian Affairs     
Sir: S Louis May 23rd 1842 
I herewith enclose for your information copies of two letters this day received from the Gomr of 
Indian Affairs under date of the 12th Instant, by which you will perceive that the claim to pay set 
up by the late Otto farmers. Case and Rinick, for the lst quarter of this year, 
 
[Page 176] 
 
is disallowed as also that of Mr. Gilman for compensation while absent on furlough, and a 
corroboration of the opinion I gave you on this point in my letter of the 27" Ultimo — that the 
granting of furloughs to hired mechanics, farmers, teachers, &c was not within the meaning of 
the regulations. You will likewise see that the services of the Ottoe school master are to cease on 
the 1" September next; and are not to be resumed until after a sufficient amount of the school 
fund shall have accumulated to defray the expenses of building a school house. This meets my 
hearty concurrence, and you will act accordingly. You will likewise take measures in proper 
season to have a suitable house erected on an eligible site and inform this office, after you shall 
have made the necessary arrangements of the estimated expense thereof. Very respectfully 
Danl Miller Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind. Agent (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs  
Sirs S Louis May 31 l842 
The enclosed extract of a letter this day received from the Comr of Ind: Affairs; contains all the 
instructions that are necessary for your guidance in the matter to which it refers. 
As there are no Indians within your Agency who are in the habit of receiving their annuities in 
money, it will be unnecessary to speak to them on the subject; but as Sub Agent Deadrick is now 
absent from his post. I have to request that you will call his Indians together in Council, and 
make known the views and wishes of their Great father. 
As great advantages would inure to them by the adoption of the proposed arrangement, you will 
use such arguments as are best calculated to convince them of their true interests. The season 
being now far advanced you will report to this office with as little delay as possible. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Circular Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, May 31, 1842 



The enclosed extract of a letter this day received from the Comr of Indian Affairs, dated the 20" 
Instant, contains all the instructions that are necessary for your guidance in the  
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matter to which it refers. As the season is now far advanced, it will be necessary, immediately on 
the receipt of this, to call the Indians together and explain the views and wishes of their great 
father. You will also, do all in your power to induce them to adopt the proposition, & report the 
result to this office without delay. Very respectfully I am Sir 
R. W. Cummins, Esq Ind. Agt      Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Anth. L. Davis   Ind. S. Agt    (Signed) D. D.  Mitchell 
W. P. Richardson      " Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs  
Sir, S Louis June 1st 1842 
Understanding that the Dragoons who were ordered to the Bluffs have arrived at that post; and 
hoping that you will be at your Agency in time to cooperate with them; we have reason to 
believe that a better order of things will be speedily established. 
In the absence of Sub Agent Deadrick, you will be required to exercise a Supervisory controul 
over the affairs of his Sub Agency, where I am told scenes of drunken debauchery are of daily 
occurrence. In order to prevent this effectually, it will be necessary to inform the half breeds 
(who have always claimed to be exempt from the operation of the law) that they will be placed 
precisely on the same footing with the whites; and punished in the same manner whenever they 
attempt to introduce or sell whiskey. And all spirituous liquors found in the possession of an 
Indian should be at once seized and destroyed. A moment's reflection will convince you of the 
necessity of adopting this course. If the half breeds and Indians were permitted to traffic in 
whiskey, they would be employed as the Agents of the whites, and the laudable efforts of the 
Government be rendered wholly abortive. In pursuing the course, you will be fully sustained by 
the law, the provisions of which include all persons. 
The officer commanding the troops will cheerfully render you any assistance that may be 
required.       Very respectfully 
Danl Miller Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Council Bluffs Agency Supt Ind. Affrs 
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Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis June 6, l842 
Agreeable to your requisition, on the 23" of May Ulto, I entered into a general contract with P. 
Chouteau Jr & Co for the iron steel & agricultural implements required for your Agency under 
treaty stipulations: --they are now in readiness for shipment & will be sent on at as early a day as 
practicable. Accounts have been prepared on behalf of this Co. & the receipts taken in your 
name, you having the money in your hands. These accounts with a set of invoices for your 
property return, will be forwarded by Mr. Sarpy, to whom the contractors wish you to pay the 



amount. You will find attached to each a/c a certificate for your signature, made in conformity 
with the facts in the case.    Very respectfully 
Danl Miller Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt  
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs    
Sir; S Louis June 9, 1842 
Your letter of the 18" Ulto covering the agreement of the Ioways & Sacs of Mo, in relation to the 
regulation proposed by the Department for the suppression of depredations among the tribes, has 
been received; and will, with its enclosures be forthwith transmitted to the Comr of Indian 
Affairs. 
With regard to your complaint that several of your communications remain unanswered, I have 
to state to you again as I did before verbally, that the several matters referred to in these 
communications, have been duly-submitted for the decision of the Depart. and that up to this 
time no answer has been received from the Comr of Indian Affairs, Directly his decisions are 
received, they will be made known to you. 
Your requisition for stationary &c for the Sac School is placed on file, and will shortly be acted 
upon,   Very respectfully 
W. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Blacksnake Hills P.0. Supt Ind. Affrs 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs     
Sir, S Louis June 10, l842 
A copy of your letter of the 18" April last, was on the 4th Ultimo. forwarded to Mr, Lowry Ind 
Sub Agent, with instructions to ascertain and report without delay, how far the Winnebagoes are 
implicated in the late outrage said to have been committed by the Sioux & themselves on a party 
of Delawares. I have just received his answer, which you will find here with, by which you will 
perceive that the Winnebagoes deny all participation in the outrage complained of, I feel 
gratified that the cases so, and hope you will as early as convenient inform the Delawares of their 
mistake. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt. Ind. Affrs. 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs   
Sir: S Louis June 14, l842 
Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter this day received from the Comr. of Indian Affairs, 
approving your contract with Mr. Hildreth, and authorizing the payment of the $140, therein 
promised, out of any funds in my hands for such purposes; it happens however, that I have no 
such funds on hand, & consequently cannot pay it until a special remittance be made for this 
object.  You will likewise see that the Department is invested with no power to make any 
allowance for the opening of a farm for the use of your Agency. 



P. S. Directly funds are received for the above, I will notify you thereof & authorize you to draw. 
Danl Miller Esq 
Ind Agt 
very respectfully I am Sir Y Mo Obt Svt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sir, S Louis June l5, l842 
Mr Stephen Cooper has made application for a license to trade with the "United tribes of 
Chippewas, Ottawas & Potawatomies at Council Bluffs, within one mile of the Agency,  or at 
any other point of trade. 
Mr. C, has executed a bond, but not being prepared to furnish an in voice of goods intended for 
the trade.  I have thought proper to decline granting his request. Should he furnish you with a 
correct invoice of goods suitable for carrying on a legitimate trade with those  
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Indians, you are authorized to grant him a licensee But should it appear to your satisfaction that 
his object is merely to acquire the right of remaining on the Indian lands, no license for such a 
purpose can be granted. You will exercise your own judgment and discretion in this matter. 
Danl Miller Esq I am Sir respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs   
Sirs S Louis June 17" 1842 
The copy of a letter from the Commssioner which is herewith enclosed, will show you the 
propriety of making all communications to the Depart-ment thro this office. 
Your brief letter from West Port has been received; and in reply to your remarks have only to 
say—that I never intended to carry the idea that Blacksmithss Teachers &c were vested with the 
same power and authority as the Agents, to search for spirituous liquors,  but that they were fully 
authorized to seize and destroy it whenever found in the Indian country. 
I am Sir respectfully 
Danl Miller Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D, D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert.  Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, June 23, 1842 
I have received your letter of the 11" Instant & agreeably to your desire, you are hereby 
authorized & requested to draw on me at sight for Two hundred dollars on account of the Sac & 
Fox "mileaue" for which be pleased to sign & return the endorsed duplicate receipts. 
Maj. Jno Beach Very respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Fairfield Jeff Co (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Iowa Tery Supt Ind: Affrs 
 



Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir; S Louis June 27, 1842 
I herewith forward a letter from the Comr of Indn Affairs enclosing your commission as Indian 
Agent for four years, commencing on the 3" of July [?] also a bond for the due performance of  
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your duties, which be pleased to execute and return through this office. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully 
Ind. Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Fort Leavenworth Agency (signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs   
Sir, S Louis June 28th 1842 
The invoices referred to in my letter of the 20" Instant covering bills of lading of articles shipped 
to your address on that date, have been to day received from the Comr of Indn Affairs, copies of 
which will be found herewith, I also enclose duplicate receipts to correspond, which be pleased 
to sign & return to this office. 
Amos J. Bruce, Ind. Agt Very respectfully I am Sir 
David Lowry Ind. S. Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Robt A. Callaway Ind S. Agt      (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs   
Sir, S Louis July 6th l842 
I herewith enclose sundry claims against the Stockbridge & Munsee Indians, amounting to 
$2630.57 which have been this day received from the Commissioner's office, & likewise a copy 
of his letter, which will give you all needful instructions as to the disposition he wishes made of 
them. Be pleased to let me know as early as possible the decision of the Indians referred to, on 
these claims, 
P. S. Be pleased to return the papers with your report. Very respectfully I am Sir 
R. W. Cummins Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo. Supert. Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs     
Sir: S Louis July 8, l842 
I have received your letter of the 20" Ulto: and in reply have to inform you that the only moneys 
in my hands applicable to your Sub Agency, are the balances of the $21,479 remitted to my 
prececessor in April 1841, namely— for Buildings for Schools &c       $800.00 
Blacksmith's Shops 400.00 
opening, clearing & fencing land    .60 
$1200.60  
 
[Page 182] 



 
no part of which would seem to be available for the purpose mentioned by you. 
David Lowry Esq 
Ind Sub Agent Prairie du Chien 
Very respectfully Yr Mo Obt Svt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Superb. Ind; Affairs      
Sir, S Louis July 8, l842 
Tour letter of the 30 June Ulto: covering your accounts for the 2" quarter of the year, together 
with contracts & bonds in support of vouchers 7, 10 & 13, abstract (2) treaty stipulations of your 
accounts for the 4" quarter of last year, have been this day received, and after the usual 
examination have been transmitted to the office of the Comr of Indian Affairs.  You state in your 
a/c current that the balance due the United States is made up of $24.97 for pay of farmers &c & 
$71.17 for pay of Teachers, expense of school &c. These two sums would make $96.14, whereas 
you carry out but $91.75. The truth is, you have paid out $4.39 more than the funds in your 
hands on account of Blacksmiths, as is evident from your abstract, & hence you carry out only 
the next balance after [?] this sum. By refer-ring to the 3" paragraph of my letter to you of 17 
Dec last, you will find that I then specially cautioned you against exceeding the funds in your 
hands in making either purchases or payments, as being in direct contravention of existing 
regulations. 
The receipts of Messrs Gilmore & Richardson for the property placed in their hands have 
likewise been received & forwarded; & here let me re-mark, that the articles acquired by 
purchase should have been taken up on your property return (a form of which was heretofore 
furnished you) and these receipts used as vouchers to offset them. I must also before closing call 
your attention to a very important omission on your part,—namely—the not having furnished 
duplicates of your a/c current, abstract & vouchers; for you are aware that one set must be 
forwarded to the Comr. Ind. Affr & that the other is required for the files of this office. I trust 
that this is the last occasion you will afford me for any similar remarks. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs   
Sir; S Louis July 11, l842 
There are several traveling expeditions that leave this place in the course of a few days, distance 
for the Arkansas & River Platte, It is uncertain at what point they will leave the Missouri; but it 
is very certain they will pass thro the county comprised within the limits of your Agency. The 
object of this communication is, to request that you will use the utmost vigilance in ascertaining 
the times and plans when a thorough examination of their equipment can be made to most 
advantage. You will pay no attention to them while in the State, but so soon as they get beyond 
its jurisdiction, you will visit each of the caravans, and make a complete examination of each 
bale, box or package. If spirituous liquors are found, the "trade & intercourse laws" clearly point 
out the course which it becomes your duty to pursue. The Government is now determined to use 
every possible exertion to Suppress this illegal, pernicious traffic, and no agent will be held guilt 



less who fails to exert himself in the cause. Should liquors be found, the necessary steps will of 
course be taken in the matter, and all the circumstances immediately reported to this office. 
Maj. R. W. Cummins I am Sir respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supt. Ind. Affairs     
Sir, S Louis July 13, 1842 
Your letter of the 23" June last, relative to the $4,000 said to be due the Kickapoos under their 
treaty of 24 Oct 1832, has been this day received, & by me transmitted to the Comr of Ind, Affrs 
with a request for his decision on its subject matter. 
Your letter of the 22nd July 1841, which you refer to, was, I find by the records, duly forwarded 
to the Comr on the 5" of August last: I more over discover that this very sum was embraced on a 
"statement of balances due to the India tribes of this Superintendence" by my predecessor, and 
which was forwarded to Mr. Crawford on the 9" of April l841; so that as far as this office was 
concerned, all due attention has been paid to the subject, Should the Comr favor me with a reply, 
you shall be immediately informed of its nature. Very respectfully 
Rich W Cummins Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind, Affrs. 
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Office Supert Ind: Affairs   
Sirs S Louis July 18, l842 
You will receive herewith, an extract from a letter of the Comr Ind Affairs of the 15"  March 
last; & copies of two others from the same gentleman under date of the 18" May Ultimo. As 
these communications embrace many subjects of great interest, and the information therein [?] is 
quite indispensable, you will lose no time in giving them your first attention. Tou will, when you 
next assemble the Indians of your Sub Agency, ascertain from them if they will not agree to 
receive a portion of their next & suc-ceeding annuities in goods; this is deemed advisable 
measure by the Dept. and you will therefore endeavour to impress upon the Indians the 
advantage of receiving goods at certain prices, free of transportation in lieu of their present 
system of purchasing on a credit at exorbitant rates. You will report their decision on this point, 
& their reasons therefore. 
On the 31 March last, a request was made on you for twelve Indian boys to be sent to the 
Choctaw Academy in Ky:-- your absence has pre-vented hitherto any action thereon:--you will 
on your return to your Agency try to carry into effect the views of the Dept. on this subject, & 
report the result to this office. 
As great exertions are now being made to prevent the introduction and sale of whiskey among 
the Indian tribes, you will be expected to co-operate cordially with Mr. Miller & the troops now 
stationed in your sub agency to do away that nefarious traffic; and you will be particularly 
careful in your arrival to satisfy yourself that no whiskey has been smuggled in board the boat on 
which you go a passenger. 
Jos W. Deadrick Esq Very respectfully, Yr Mo Obt Svt. 
Ind Sub Agt, Present (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind. Affrs 
 



Office Supt. Ind. Affr 
Sir, S Louis July 18, l842 
Your predecessor, Mr. Cooper, sometime during your absence, made application at this office for 
a license to trade with the Indians comprised within your Sub Agency. 
As Mr Cooper was not prepared to furnish an invoice of goods intended for the trade, the license 
could not be granted. He also expressed a wish to retain possession of the Agency house, on 
condition that one of equal value should be built at his own expense for the use of the 
Government. I am of opinion that no such arrangement would be approved by the 
Dept. Kespy &c 
J. W. Deadrick Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind S Ag Supt Idn Affrs 
 
[Page 185] 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis July 18, 1842 
The Steam Boat Huntsville will leave here tomorrow morning freighted with Indian goods 
intended for the trade on the upper Missouri. 
The Onega will leave about the same time, destined for the Council Bluffs. To an Agent so 
zealous and vigilant as yourself it is deemed unnecessary to give any special instructions as to a 
search for whiskey; I would however suggest the propriety of taking such steps as to prevent 
spirituous liquors from being shipped on board the boats or boats at any point above your 
agency. This has been often done, and may be again attempted. 
D. Miller Esq Very respectfully, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs    
Sir, S Louis July 19, 1842 
I have received your letter of the 9" Instant, together with its enclosures, and have today 
transmitted to the Comr of Ind; Affairs, your contract & bond with Major Chouteau Jr & Co. in 
order that they may be filed in support of your accounts for the 4"  quarter of last year. The 
statement rebutting the charges which you say have been made against you, are placed on file, to 
be used hereafter of necessary up to the time however no charges of any kind have been 
preferred against you here, not even by Mr. Robidoux. I enclose herewith a packet for your 
predecessor Mr. Congrave Jackson, which I have to request you will forward to his address; I 
have no knowledge of his residence, & this packet containing the official statement of his a/c 
from the Treasury, it is highly desirable that he should have them as soon as possible.  
Very respectfully 
W. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affrs   
Sir, S Louis July 20, l842 



You will find herewith enclosed, a copy of a letter from the Commis-sioner of Indian Affairs, 
notifying me of your dismissal from the service, & the appointment of Mr. Luce as your 
successors 
This arrangement was to me unexpected, and is much regretted. In re-porting you absent without 
leave, I was only performing an imperative duty 
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It will be necessary for you to remain at your post until the arrival of Mr. Luce, to whom you will 
turn over all books, papers & public property of every description; taking such vouchers as will 
enable you to make a final settlement of your accounts.    I am Sir, respectfully 
J. W. Deadrick Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Council Bluffs (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind. Affrs 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis July 20. 1842 
On the 31" of March last I enclosed you a copy of a letter from the Comr. of Indian Affairs, 
requiring Eighteen Indian boys to be sent from your Sub agency to the Choctaw Academy Ky; 
you were at the same time instructed by me, should you succeed in obtaining the boys, to send 
them here to my address, where proper measures would be taken to forward them to their 
destination,, You long silence on this subject leads me to believe that my letter may have 
miscarried) if so, you will be pleased to give the matter your immediate attention; if otherwise, 
the reasons for having withheld the report required by my letter. 
Your cash accounts for this second quarter of this year have been this day recd and after the 
usual examination, transmitted to the Comr of Inds Affairs, together with your statement of 
public moneys for the last month. Very respectfully 
Anth. L. Davis Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Osage River Sub Agy Supt. Ind, Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs    
Sir: S Louis, July 20 1842 
Your cash accounts for the second quarter of the current year have been this day received, and 
after the usual examination, transmitted to the Comr of Ind. Affairs together with your return of 
articles purchased, abstract of issues and statement of public moneys for the last month. Your 
two reports of the l" & 2" Inst. were recd on yesterday, and transmitted as above, together with 
the document signed by the Christian Indians. 
Richd W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
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Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis July 22" 1842 



Herewith you will find a copy of a letter of the 6" Inst: from the Comr of Ind. Affairs, by which 
you are instructed to pay the claims of the Revd. S. F. Denton therein referred to, out of the 
$5,000 interest money in your hands. The accounts have been this day returned to the claimant 
with corrections to present them to you for payment. 
Maj. A. J.  Bruce Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agt Yr MO Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supert Ind. Affrs 
  
Office Supert Ind. Affairs   
Sir, S Louis July 26, 1842 
A letter, of which the enclosed is a copy,-- has been this day received from the Comr of Indian 
Affairs, returning two accounts in favor of Horace W. Morgan for services rendered as 
Blacksmith to the Ioways Indians in the 1 & 2 quarters of 1839,  with instructions to have them 
fully and fairly presented to the Indians concerned, when next assembled for their annuity 
payments. 
That the claimant was in service during the time charged for, there can be doubt as that fact is 
certified by the late Agt Major Dougherty; and the holder of these claims, Mr Rich of Liberty 
states that Morgan continued in service during the subsequent, or three quarter of that year and 
received pay therefore, and that he was consequently equally entitled to payment for the two 
prior quarters. As this is not the first time these accounts were presented to, and rejected by the 
Ioways, you will please lay the matter fairly & candidly before them, agreeably to the views 
stated above & in the Comr's letter, and I trust the result will be final & satisfactory. It appears 
that Mr. Rich actually paid the money to Morgan on the faith of having the accounts paid in S 
Louis. Very respectfully 
Wm P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Ind. Affrs 
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Office Supert.Ind. Affairs    
Sir:     S Louis July 25, 1842 
On the 18" Instant, I received a remittance of One hundred and fifty dollars from the Treasury 
Department, to pay for the chimneys to the Agency house at Council Bluffs, agreeably to your 
contract with Mr. Hildreth of the 2nd of May last. 
As requested by your letter of the 9" April Ulto, I have purchased a bill of stationery from S.W.  
Much for you, the account and receipt for which, amounting to $26.63 you will find herewith; 
and I have placed in the hands of Mr. Sarpy to be delivered to you, $133.37 malcing the $140. 
for which latter sum be pleased to sign and return the duplicate receipts you will find herewith. 
The stationery account you will of course charge in your abstract of current expenses, under the 
head of contingencies. 
With your quantity of papers, I recd a voucher for the transpn of Indian goods receipted by Jos A 
Sire, and a set of accounts to correspond, I suppose with the intention to have them signed by the 
Company heres this has been done & you will find them enclosed:--they should be charged also 
under the head of contingencies.      Very respectfully 
Danl Miller Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 



Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Council Bluffs Agy Supt Ind. Affrs. 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs S Louis July 25, 1842     
Sir, Your letters of the 24" & 30" June Ulto, and of the l" & :2" lasts came safely to hand with 
their enclosures; and your cash accs  for the second quarter of this year, after undergoing the 
usual examination in this office were transmitted on the 22nd Inst to the Comr of Ind. Affairs, to 
whom will also be referred several of the above named communications for his instructions 
thereon. I am well aware of the great evil inflicted upon the Indians amongst whom half breeds 
& straglers reside, and I am determined to use my utmost endeavours to abate the nuisance, and 
to that end shall directly communicate with the Department on the subject. 
Danl Miller Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs  
Sirs S Louis July 25th 1842 
I have received a letter of the 5th Insts from the Comr. Ind Affrs acknowledging the receipt of 
one of mine of the 16" Ulto. covering the special report of Mr. Edson in relation to the Ottoe 
School. The Comr regrets that any thing should have occured that by possibility might separate 
Mr. E. from these Indians, but without more specific information, he cannot determine upon the 
best course to be adopted. He advises me, that should it be deemed advisable to re-establish the 
school, and that it can be made useful to the Indians—the $500 will be remitted, but this same is 
to be in full for everything. If reestablished, one half of the number of pupils should be female; 
and in that event, frequent reports of its actual condition & progress will be expected. 
Being on the spot, you can best say how far its reestablishment at this time is expedient; from the 
report of Mr. E. as well as from information derived from other sources, I am led to believe that 
the prospects at are not very flattering; I will expect at your leisure, to hear from you on this 
subject. Very respectfully 
Danl Miller Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Superb Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs    
Sir, S Louis July 25, 1842 
As you were advised by my letter of the 23rd May Ulto: I laid your two letters and their 
enclosures relative to the surgeon & destruction of the whiskey found in the possession of Mr. 
Sarpy, before the Comrs and I have the gratification to find that your course & that affair has 
called forth the approbation of the Department, as you will see by the copy of the commissioner's 
letter of the 14" Inst: herewith enclosed. 
Should any future occurrances of a similar kind take place, you must be governed strictly by the 
provisions of the 20,  23 & 24 sections of the intercourse law, by causing the offenders to be 
brought to trial before the proper judicial tribunals. It is true, as you state, that this, process will 



be attended with trouble and expense f nevertheless the law must take its course, as there is no 
discretion left with me to change its provisions and you are aware that any expenses necessarily 
incurred in the discharge of your duties form a proper charge on the contingent fund of the 
Department, I see no cause to change my former instructions with regard to Mr. Edson-the 
decision of the Department in his case, was based upon  
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his own record and its admissions; the matter of his letter shall however, be submitted to the 
Comr. and if he decide that Mr. E. shall be paid for the time lost by sickness, you shall be 
instructed accordingly. 
Danl. Miller Esq Very respectfully 
Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supert Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs     
Sir, S Louis July 28, 1842 
Many complaints, coming from the Indians and traders within your Sub Agency, have reached 
this office, in relation to the great number of whites residing in the Indian country, without 
license or permission of any kind from the proper authorities. 
These men are generally worthless characters, whose society and habits are calculated to have a 
demoralizing effect on all Indians with whom they reside. The Government was long since aware 
of this, and consequently the necessary laws have been enacted to prevent all such persons from 
passing into, or residing in the Indian Country. On account of the recent complaints in this 
subject, I have deemed it advisable to direct your attention to it. I am Sir respectfully 
Council Bluffs                Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Sub Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert Ind: Affairs 
Sir, S Louis July 29, 1842 
I regret to learn from your letter of the 8th Inst. that a discrepancy of one bale of blankets exists, 
between the number acd by you and the number specified on my bill of lading of the 24" of June 
last. Mr. Chouteau Jr & Co. being the contractors for this years annuity goods, received the 
goods on their arrival here, and assured me that the packages corresponded with the bills of 
lading—hence my bills were made out from the Pittsburgh ones. Since then, I recd an unofficial 
packing list, a copy of which is herewith, by which you will perceive that only 71 bales are set 
down—you will also observe that the aggregate contents of the packages on the list correspond 
in number of pairs of blankets with the invoice & receipts forwarded to you under cover of my 
letter of 28" Ulto. Should you find on contrary, that the contents of the 71 bales agree with the 
invoices  
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and packing list. Itrust that you will not hesitate to certify & return the bills of ladings so as to 
enable the carriers to receive the amount of their transportation. 



David Lowry Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Aff        
Sir, S Louis July 29, l842 
Your letter of the 20th Instant has just come to hand, and in reply thereto, I can do little more 
than recapitulate the information contained in mine of the 8" Instant on this subject. 
Major Pilcher turned over to me $1800 on account of Agency buildings, repairs & school houses 
$5225.60 for breaking up & fencing land; $79 for boundary line, and $4OO for Smith's Shops; 
—of these sums, I paid out on your requisition, $1000 of the first item; $5225 of the second; & 
all of the third; thus leaving on hand $800 under the first headf 60/100 under the second. & $400 
under the fourth, as heretofore stated to you. You will see thus that no funds have come into my 
hands for the specific object you mention—enclosing & fencing yard & garden, unless a portion 
of the $800 was extended to be so applied, but of this I can find no advice in this office. If 
however you consider yourself safe under your instructions, in applying the money in the manner 
you indicate, you are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for Two hundred 
dollars on account of "Agency buildings,  repairs, & school houses" for which be pleased to sign 
& return the enclosed duplicate receipts when you draw. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind S Agt      Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Prairie du Chien (Signed) D.D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 30. 1842 
The remittances asked for to meet your estimates for the Delaware smith's shop & tools* and for 
the expenses incurred by you last fall on account of the transportation of annuity goods & funds, 
have at length been received, and for which you will find herewith enclosed two sets of receipts 
for your signature amounting to Nine hundred & Seventeen 16/100 dollars. As it has become 
necessary to use a portion of the funds in your hands on account of the Council Bluffs Sub 
Agency for the last year,  
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in order to simplify the transfer, I herewith enclose my duplicate receipts (two sets) for Four 
hundred and ninety five dollars, and hereby authorize and request of you to draw on me at Sight 
for Four hundred twenty two dollars & sixteen cents, which, with my receipts, will make the 
amount of your estimates; be pleased to fill up the dates to correspond with your receipts so as 
that I may credit the sums accordingly. 
I expect in a short time to be able to give you instructions relative to the remaining One thousand 
dollars (Caldwell's life annuity for the last year). Do me the favor to make the negotiation at your 
first convenience. 
Richd W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 



(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis August 1, 1842 
Agreeably to advice from the Comr of Indian Affairs, under date of 15" July Ulto: I have this day 
received a remittance of $1763.83 from the Treasurer U.S. for the service of your Agency,  and 
for which you are hereby authorized and requested to draw on me at sight. You will find 
herewith duplicate receipts (two sets) corresponding in amount with the above sum, which be 
pleased to sign & return to this office when you draw. 
You will be pleased when drawing, to recollect your former draft on me in favor of P. Chouteau 
Jr & Co for $10477.07 which will be paid directly your receipts come to hand. I authorized you 
to draw on me for Two hundred dollars under date of the 23rd June lasts—have you received this 
letter? 
Jno. Beach Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Fairfield, Jeffr Co (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Iowa Tery Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs     
Sir, S Louis August 3, 1842 
Two accounts were presented to me for payment on the 7" Ulto: with your requisition; the one 
for $168.64 on account of the storage of certain looms &c. & the other, for $106.40 on account 
of the transportation of the same from the banks of the Missouri to the Sub Agency; these, at the 
time, I was constrained to decline paying, in consequence of having no funds on hand for that 
purpose.   
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On my representation however, a remittance for these specific objects has since been made, and 
the account for the $168.64 was yesterday paid to Messrs Blain, Tompkins & Barret (the 
holders) of this city;—the other will be paid on presentation—in whose hands it is at present I 
have not been able to discover. 
Anth. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind S Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Inds Affairs 
Sir, S Louis, August 3, 1842 
The claim of Messrs Ewing & Clymer for depredations charged to have been committed by the 
Wabash Potawatomies, which was received under cover of your letter of the 31 March last, was, 
as you have already been advised, forwarded on the 7" May, with its accompanying disposition 
for the decision of the proper department. This decision has recently been received, a copy of 
which you will find herewith, which is communicated for your information and that of the 
claimants. 



With regard to the discretion left with me touching the revocation of the license of these traders, 
I will not for the present take any action in the premises; but should the misunderstandings 
between themselves and the Indians continue, it may become necessary hereafter to adopt that 
course. In the meantime, while the rights of those citizens who are legally in the Indian country 
should impartially protected, those of the Indians committed to your charge, should be not less 
carefully guarded; and in view of this, any trespass on the timber, lands & c of the Indians by 
traders or others should be, and I trust will be hereafter promptly put down. The traders should 
be made to understand, that the granting them a license gives them no right to destroy the timber 
or appropriate to themselves for cultivation, the lands of the Indians, without the consent of the 
latter. 
Anth L. Davis Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
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Office Supert. Ind. Affairs     
Sir, S Louis August 4, 1842 
The funds for the payment of the current expenses and treaty stipu-lations of the Indian 
Department, for this & the Iowa Superintendency, hav-ing arrived; you will be pleased on receipt 
hereof, to repair to this city with as little delay as possible, in order to receive the amount allotted 
to your agency. 
As it is desirable that the disbursements should be made mthin the limits of the quarter, your 
prompt attention to be above, will be relied upon. Very respectfully 
Amos J. Bruce Esq Yr So Obt Svt 
Ind. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
S Peters Agency Supt Ind. Affrs 
  
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis August 5th 1842 
The funds for the fulfilling of treaty Stipulations & current expenses of the Indian Department in 
this Superintendency having been received, it becomes necessary that you should repair 
immediately to this place, for the purpose of receiving the amount of money allotted to your 
Agency. The interest and convenience of the Indians requiring that their annuities should be paid 
as early in the season as practicable, I have to request that no time be lost in complying with this 
order. 
Maj. R. W. Cummins Respectfully Yr Obt Svt 
Ind Agent (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis August 5" 1842 
The funds for the payment of the current expenses of the Wiskansan Superintendence having 
arrived, you are authorized and requested to draw on me at sight for $682.50 the amount allotted 
for your superintendency for the 1" & 2" quarter of this year. 



P. S. Be pleased when you draw   I have the honor to be respectfully to sign & return the 
enclosed duplicate receipts     
Yr Ob Svt 
(Signed) D.D. Mitchell 
Honbl J. D. Doty Supt Inds Affrs 
Wisconsin 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis August 5, 1842 
The funds for the current expenses of the Iowa Superintendency for the first half of this year, 
having arrived, I have to request that you will please to draw on me at sight for the amount 
$582.50 and at the same time to date, sign & return to this office the enclosed set of receipts 
therefore. 
His Excellency Very respectfully I am Sir 
Govr Jno Chambers Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Burlington Iowa T. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Inds Affrs 
  
Office Supt. Inds Affairs 
Sir, S Louis August 6, 1842 
The necessary funds for the fulfilling "treaty stipulations," and paying current expenses within 
the Iowa Superintendeney, having been received; I have to request that you will repair 
immediately to this place, for the purpose of receiving the amount allotted to your Agency. 
Very respectfully 
Major Jno. Beach Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind. Agent (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sirs S Louis August 6, 1842 
The necessary funds for fulfilling "treaty stipulations" & paying the current expenses of this 
superintendency, having arrived. I have to request that you will repair immediately to this place 
for the purpose of receiving the amount allotted to your Agency. 
As the Council Bluffs Sub Agent cannot be very well spared from his post at this time, and his 
coming down would only create unnecessary expense. I have concluded to send up by you the 
funds intended for the Sub Agency. This, you will please communicate to him; and also to the 
Indians the time when they will probably be paid. 
Danl Miller Esq Respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
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His Excellency Office Supert. Indian Affairs 



Govr Jno Chambers S Louis August 8, 1842 
Burlington, I.T. 
Sir:     I have the honor herewith to enclose a statement of the amount allotted to your 
Superintendency on account of "current expenses", for the 1" & 2" quarters of this year, which 
was received at this office under cover of a letter of the Comr of Ind; Affairs of the 26" Ultimo. 
Very respectfully I am Sir Yr Mo Obt Svt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supert Ind Aff 
 
His Excellency Office Supert Ind: Affairs  
Govr J.  D. Doty S Louis August 8, l842 
Madison, W.T. 
Sir,     I have the honor herewith to enclose a statement of the amount allotted to your 
Superintendency on account of "current expenses" for the 1" & 2" quarters of this year,  which 
was received at this office under cover of letter from the Com Ind Affairs of the 26" Ultimo. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Yr Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs     
Sir, St Louis, August 8, 1842 
I shall leave this evening for the purpose of collecting a Govt. draft on Jackson, Mo:---As you 
will probably reach St Louis previous to my return, I have to request that you will remain in the 
city for the present, as I shall perhaps be under the necessity of sending you on special business. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Respectfully Yr Ob Sv 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affrs 
Sir, S Louis August 12, l842 
In accordance with the note appended to the Kanzas allotment for this year, you will be pleased 
to consult those Indians with regard to their views & wishes touching the horse-mill requested 
for their use by the Revd Mr Johnsons should they consent and deserve it, you are authorized to 
expend for  
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that object the sum of Four hundred dollars out of the $l600 remitted for agricultural assistance. 
R.W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Circular Office Supert.  Ind.  Affairs  
Sir, S Louis, August 18, l842 
Agreeably to instructions from the Comr of Ind. Affrs of the 9" Inst: 
I have to require that you will prepare & forward to this office, a census of the several tribes 
within your agcy, with as little delay as practicable, as the period for paying the annuities has 



now arrived, you will have the less difficulty in executing this order, inasmuch as the census can 
be taken when the Indians are assembled for payment. "Ihe roll must embrace the names of each 
head of a family, the number of each family, distinguishing the male from the female — number 
-under ten years old, number over ten and less than forty, and the number over forty years; the 
whole to be carried out in an aggregate to show the number in each tribe respectively." 
You will bear in mind that the roll or census now required must be completed & forwarded in 
time, if possible, to be embraced in the annual statement to Congress. Very respectfully 
R. W. Cummins Esq Ind Agt       Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Danl Miller  "   "  (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
A. L. Davis   " S Agt Sup Ind Affrs 
W. P. Richardson   "  " Jno B Luce    "   " 
 
Office Supt Ind. Affrs 
Sir: S Louis August 22 1842 
The funds having arrived for the payment of the current year's annuity &c, you will, without loss 
of time repair to the place and receive the amount allotted for your Sub Agency. 
Anth. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Osage River S. Agency (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affr 
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Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis Sept 6, 1842 
I have to request that you will, with as little delay as practicable after this communication, repair 
to this place, and receive the annuities and other allotments intended for your Sub Agency for the 
current year. 
The necessary receipts are all prepared for signature so that your detention here need not exceed 
one day. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Prairie du Chien S Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs     
Sir, S Louis Sept 13, 1842 
In turning over to you the annuities &c for your Sub agency for this year, I find it necessary to 
place in your hands for collection, a Treasury Draft, no 1122, on the Receiver of Public Moneys 
at Dixon Ill. for $34,000. As this will cause you to deflect but a few miles from your direct route, 
it is hoped that it will not cause you much inconvenience. The arrange-ment however, by doing 
away with the necessity of hauling the money down here, will effect a considerable saving to the 
Dept. which it is all im-portant to observe in the present low state of the Treasury. 
I also place in your charge the funds for the St Peters Agency which you will please turn over to 
Amos J. Bruce Esq the Ind Agent who will come down to Prairie du Chien for that purpose; on 
the return of his receipts to this office they will be substituted in lieu of those now passed by you 



for this money. Wishing you a pleasant & safe trip. 
Revd D. Lowry I am Sir; very respectfully 
Ind S Ag Yr Mo Obt Svt 
now at S Louis (Signed) D. D.Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sep 13, l842 
I have this day placed the funds for your Agency in the hands of Mr Lowry Ind Sub Agt who will 
turn them over to you at Prairie du Chien, & for which you will please to sign the two sets of 
receipts herewith en-closed, which when received at this office will substitute those this day 
passed to me by Mr. L. You will accordingly proceed to Prairie du Chien on  
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receipt of this, for the above purpose,  with as little delay as possible. In compliance with your 
request, I have placed $10,000 to your credit in the Bank of Mo. for which you will receive the 
usual certificate; the residue in money, Mr. L. will deliver to you as above advised. 
Amos J. Bruce Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt 
St Peters (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis September 20, 1842 
I have this long delayed a reply to your letter of the 2" Inst. rela-tive to the claims of Messrs: 
Johnson and Alvins, in order that such an ex-amination of the files of this office might be made 
as would enable me to answer satisfactorily the enquiries of your communication. The result is, 
that no trace can be found of the papers of Manuel Alvins either in the claim books or letter files; 
and that the depositions in favor of the claims of Mr. Johnson and Deveroux, received under 
cover of your letter of 19 Oct: 1839, to my predecessor, are here, and subject either to your order 
or that of the claimants. By referring to the correspondence of this office, I find that Major 
Pilcher wrote to you on this subject under date of Novr 1839, informing you that the claims did 
not appear to be well founded, & that no furhter action would be taken on the matter by him 
unless specially required by the parties. I have given the depositions a cursory examination, & 
concur in opinion with him, that they do not (unless by implication) bring home the thefts 
complained of to the Kanzas. Very respectfully 
R. W. Cummins, Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir, S Louis Sept 26, 1842 
I have this day granted permission to the Catholic Missionaries residing within your Sub Agency 
to introduce such wine as may be necessary for their church purposes, under the belief that such 
permission is not in contravention of the spirit of the law or regulations. As the wine thus 



permitted is neither intended for traffic or distribution among the Indians, but solely for religious 
purposes, there can be no valid objection to its introduction.  
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Very respectfully 
Arth. L. Davis Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Osage River S. Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Sep 28, 1842  
The several reports, estimates &c forwarded with your letter of the 
17" Instant, have been this day received, & the duplicates forwarded to the Comr of Indian 
Affairs.      Very respectfully 
R. W. Cummins Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo. Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs     
Sir; S Louis October 1, l842 
Having received the annuity for the Chip Ottoes & Potawatomies and the funds for the current 
expenses and treaty stipulations for your own & the Council Bluffs Sub Agency, you will 
proceed with as little delay as possible to your post, and on your arrival commence your 
arrangements for the pay-ment of the above named Indians. Should their own Sub agent, Mr. 
Luce, not have entered on his duties before you reach there, you will turn over the funds to him 
and take his duplicate receipts therefor in the usual manner. 
On reaching Fort Leavenworth, you will apply to the Commg officer of that post for an escort 
sufficient to protect the public funds in your charge from thence to the Council Bluffsf and on 
assembling the Potawatomies for payment, it will be necessary to explain to them that their 
limited annuity of 1821, having expired last year, the sum for distribution is $5,000 less this 
year; that the $2,000 in litigation between themselves & the Wabash Potawatomies, are retained 
here until the decision of their Great Father can be had in the case, and that directly such decision 
is received, no time shall be lost in carrying it into effect. On your arrival at Savannah, Mo. on 
your route up, you will call for & receive from the Post Office there, all public letters bearing the 
address of Mr.James W. Deadrick the late sub agent. These you will open, examine their 
contents, and be governed by the instructions you may find therein. 
Herewith you will find a copy of a letter from the Commr of Indian Affairs relative to the 
annuity of the late Billy Caldwell  
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for the last year, which I will thank you to read & have explained to his widow. Michael 
Robideaux & any thus concerned, in order that they may adopt the measures therein 
recommended. 
Wishing you a safe & pleasant journey to your Agency, I am Sir respy 



Danl. Miller Esq Yr Mo Ob Sv 
Ind. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Present Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis October 4, l842 
Your three reports of the 19" & 20" Ulto namely your annual report, report of schools & report 
of your failure to obtain the boys required for the choctaw academy, was received at this office 
on the 2md Instant,  and have been this day transmitted together with Revd. Mr. Verreydts report 
to the Comr Ind. Affairs. Very respectfully 
Anth L. Davis Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port, Mo. Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs      
Sir, S Louis, Oct 6, l842. 
I herewith transmit a letter this day received from the Department, addressed to the 
Potawatomies of Sugar Creek. I have to request that you will hand them this letter, and at the 
same time say to them, that I will be at your sub agency some time during the month of 
November, for the purpose of enquiring into, and settling the various difficulties complained of. 
Respectfully Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Major A. L. Davis (Signed) D. D.Mitchell 
Ind S Agt Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis, October 6, 1842 
You are already informed of your appointment of Indian Agent on the 
Upper Missouri, and instructed in general terms as to the nature of your peculiar duties by a letter 
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. It is much to be regretted that the commission was not 
sooner received) and also, that no troops were furnished to enforce, if necessary, a strict 
observance of the intercourse law, but this only makes it the more necessary for prompt and 
energetic action  
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on your part. You will therefore proceed as rapidly and quietly as possible, to Fort Pierre (near 
the mouth, of the Teton river) — this is the principal depot for all goods intended for the trade in 
the Sioux Country. Here it will be necessary to make an immediate and thorough search for 
whiskey, taking care to avail yourself of all the information that can be obtained, both from free 
whites, and well disposed Indians, When nothing remains to be done at this pointy it would be 
well to push across the country to Laramies fork of the river Platte, taking the small trading 
houses that are generally established along the Black Hills, in your way. On the Platte, you will 
in all probability find quantities of liquor brought in from Santa Fe. With these violators of all 
law—who have neither the privileges of, licence or citizenship, I would deal in a very summary 
and severe manner; and if physical force is necessary, I doubt not but that it will be cheerfully 
furnished by the American traders-— When the whole of the Sioux country has been well 



scoured, your next move should be to Fort Clark at the landan villages. The trade in this region 
being confined to the Arrickera and Gros ventre villages, (all within a few miles of each other) a 
few days will suffice to find out and destroy liquor, should there be any. The routes which have 
been thus briefly sketched out, will consume the greater portion, perhaps the whole of the winter 
season; but early in the spring, say in the month of march, I would proceed on to Fort Union at 
the mouth of the Yellow Stone river; you will arrive at the very period when the principal trade is 
being made; and from thence a pleasant journey, thro' a highly picturesque country will bring 
you to the Blackfeet post, near the mouth of Maria river. Whiskey has been extensively 
introduced amongst the black feet during the last few years, and if one obstructive blow could be 
struck in this remote region, traders would be very cautious about running the risk, and incurring 
the great expense of renewing the supply. All this I think may be accomplished in time for you to 
descend the Missouri in a skiff, or cannoe, at the opening of navigation. If so you will be able to 
meet the trading boats some where between the Council Bluffs and the mouth of Teton river, 
which you will regard as your head quarters, and, where your accounts and reports will be made 
out & forwarded to this office. It is unnecessary to remind you of the impor-tance of having the 
trading boats thoroughly overhauled on their way up. The house which I am authorized to have 
erected for you at the mouth of the Teton river. I have thought it best to postpone during the 
present season. It is altogether impracticable to build  
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in that country during the winter. while the discharge of your arduous duties would leave you no 
time to occupy it for the present. Again, the Department having authorized the employment of no 
one except an interpretor, the house would be necessarily left vacant, and burnt down during 
your absence. I regard your present expedition merely in the light of an experiment, and should 
the result justify it, arrangements for your greater comfort can be made hereafter. To one so well 
acquainted as yourself with the situation of the country where you are required to act, it may be 
deemed superfluous for me to offer any thing like advice. I would nevertheless suggest to you 
the propriety of never being a guest of traders, where it can possibly be avoided. Shut up in their 
trading Forts, you have little or no Opportunity of knowing what is done outside. Besides, you 
would feel as if some indulgence were due to them for their hospitality! this would conflict 
painfully with your sense of duty; It would also create feelings of jealousy and suspicion in the 
minds of rival traders, such as would be a source of annoyance to you, and perhaps in a great 
measure defeat the object for which you are sent. An old voyager like you or myself, can always 
make ourselves comfortable in an Indian lodge; and as the Commissioner correctly remarks" —
you should associate with the Indians as much as possible" — There is another matter mentioned 
in your general instructions from the Department, to which it may be well to direct your 
attention, -viz-the conditional authority to promise presents to the Indians for services which 
prove to be valuable. My opinion is, that an estimate should be made out (to accompany your 
report) for such goods as will be required to fulfil such promises; and that these goods should be 
purchased by contract in this place and sent up the next season. Should they be purchased on 
credit from the traders in the country, the enormous prices at which goods are sold on the Upper 
Missouri, would create a large expenditure without any adequate return. 
Wishing you health & happiness, and success in your great undertaking, 
Major A. Drips I am Sir, respectfully 
U. S. Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 



Present (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
[Page 204] 
 
Office Supert.  Ind  Affairs  
Sir: S Louis Oct 7, l842 
In the winter of 1836 it appears that a licensed trader by the name of Promeau, was killed by the 
Yanctonies band of Sioux on the Missouri, some forty or fifty miles below the Mandan village. It 
also appears that goods amounting to $776.90 together with two horses, were stolen or destroyed 
by said Indians. A claim for this depredation has been submitted to the De-partment , & rejected 
for several reasons, set forth in a letter from the Comr of Indn Affairs;—amongst others was this-
—that no demand had been made upon the Indians for payment. In order to remove this 
objection, you will (should opportunity offer) make the required demand, & report to this office. 
A. Drips Esq Respectfully Yr Obt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supr Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sirs S Louis October 7, 1842 
I have this day received a letter from the Comr. of Ind. Affrs approving your nominations of 
James & Carolan Mathers as farmers for the Pawnees; you will therefore, as soon as convenient, 
make the necessary contracts with these persons & forward them to this office. The contracts will 
of course commence at the date of their entering on their duties,, 
Daniel Miller Esq Very respectfully 
Indn Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs       
Sir; S Louis October 12, 1842 
Your annual report, cash accounts for the 3rd quarter of this year, and the several other 
documents forwarded with your letters of the 30th Ulto: were received at this office on the 9" 
Inst: and the report, accounts, census & vouchers for the expenses incurred by you in the 
prosecution of the horse thieves, have been this day forwarded to the Comr of Indian Affairs. On 
examining your accounts, I find that notwithstanding the very ample instructions heretofore 
given you, both written & oral, several of your vouchers are imperfect for the want of a 
certificate; this you know is required to every account you pay. Voucher no. 4, to your abstract of 
current expenses, is merely a petty abstract  
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of receipts for moneys paid, each one of which should properly have constituted a distinct 
voucher, I hope you will endeavour to avoid these errors in future. I can find no trace of your 
property return among the papers received; this you know should have accompanied your 
accounts. On the 26th July Ulto: I enclosed you a copy of a letter from the Comr of Ind: Affairs, 
& two claims of H. W. Morgan against the Ioways, for his services as Blacksmith, with 



instructions to lay them before the Indians at their annuity payment. Has this been done? and if 
so, what has been the result? With your other papers, I received your receipts for the articles for-
warded by me on the 20 June last; but not the bills of lading; these latter should have been 
certified and returned as requested by my letter, as with-out them the transportation cannot be 
paid; let them be certified and for-warded immediately. No report has been received from Mr. 
Hamilton of the condition of the Sac School under his charge—he should have made such a 
report, & if made5 it should have been forwarded. The vouchers for the transportation of the 
annuity funds are retained here for the present; they will however, be returned to you with funds 
for their payment, in order that they may be taken up by you in your accounts for the 4th quarter 
of this year. The claims in favor of Robt Harding and Will 0wen, are placed on file subject to the 
order of the claimants. I concur in opinion with you, that they are vague and unsupported by such 
direct testimony as would make them a valid charge upon the Indians;if however the parties 
deserve it, they shall be forwarded for the decision of the Comr of Ind.Affairs, with such remarks 
as I may deem proper to accompany them. 
Wm. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully 
Ind S Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Aff P. S. Since writing the above your property return has come to hand, and after the 
usual examination, will be forwarded to the Comr. Office.  P. S. You have omitted forwarding 
your annual statement or list of persons employed within your Agency, and also, your general 
abstract of disbursements for the last year, as required by regulations. For the last, see form no. 
10. Revised regulations no. 3. 
 
Office Supt. Ind. Affrs 
October 13, l842 
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Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis October 13, 1842 
The claims of Charles Fish is at length allowed: I have this day received a remittance to pay him 
for the 3 & 4 quarters of 1838. You are accordingly hereby authorized and requested to draw on 
me at sight, for One hundred and twenty dollars, for that purpose, and at the same time to sign & 
return the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. 
R. W. Cummins, Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs  
Sirs S Louis, October 14, l842 
I am instructed by a letter from the Comr of Ind. Affairs under date of the 28" Ulto: to turn over 
to you the money now in my hands belonging to Catherine Myotte & Ah ho pu na kah, two 
Winnebago half breeds. You are accordingly hereby authorized and requested to draw on me at 
sight for Two thousand dollars in that account, and at the same time to sign and return the 
enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. 



David Lowry Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Ind. Affrs. 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir, S Louis October 17, 1842 
Your cash accounts & vouchers for the 3rd quarter of this year, general abstract, and abstract of 
receipts & disbursements for the last months, were yesterday received; and after the usual 
examination have been this day transmitted to the office of the Comr of Ind Affairs. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully 
Ind. Agt. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supt Ind Affairs       
Sirs St Louis Novr 7, 1842 
Your letter of the 28th Ulto: covering the census of five of the tribes within your Agency, has 
been received, and the latter have been this day forwarded to the office of the Comr of Indn 
Affairs. 
Major R. W. Cummins Respy 
(Signed) John Haverty 
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Office Supt. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, St Louis November 11th 1842       
On the 9" Instant Major Brace's receipts were received at this office for the funds placed in your 
hands for delivery to him on the 13" September last—nameley— $1150, on account of current 
expenses, and $20,465 on account of treaty stipulations. I have this day forwarded duplicates of 
the above to the Comr Indn Affairs, with a request to have them filed in lieu of the receipts 
passed by you which accompanied my accounts for the 3" quarter of this year.  
Very respectfully 
David Lowry Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Prairie du Chien S Agy Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs     
Sir, S Louis Novr 12, 1842 
Under instructions from the Comr of Indian Affairs of the 2nd Inst: I am directed to furnish you, 
under the head of "presents to Indians" twenty five hundred dollars worth of goods for the Sioux 
Indians of the Lacque Parle and vicinity, in order if possible, to prevent the calamity which 
according to your opinion expressed to Govr. Chambers, must otherwise befall these Indians. It 
is intended by the above instructions that the above named sum shall be apportioned as follows, 
viz:--$1500 to be invested in 3, 2 1/2 & 2 point Blankets 600 in Hubert Guns and 400 in powder 
and lead. As the advanced state of the season puts it out of my pwer to purchase the articles here 



& forward them in time to be of any avail, I have made an arrangement with Mr. Chouteau Jr & 
Co. whereby they have agreed to have the articles delivered to you at St Peter's by Mr. Sibley out 
of the stock he has on hand, at the following rates, including cost, transportation and insurance, 
viz:— 
3 point white Blankets $10 pair 
2-l/2  " " 8 " 
2     " " 6 " 
Nubert Guns  $10 ea. 
Bar lead  9 cents 
Gun powder  50 cents 
Mr. Sibley will furnish you with a detailed invoice in duplicate of the articles (which on no 
account must exceed the sums apportioned) which you will be pleased to receipt & forward to 
this office to serve as a basis for a settlement with the company here, 
You will take the necessary measures to have the articles placed  
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in the hands of the Indians for whose service they are intended, with all practicable dispatch & 
take their receipts in the usual way. I infer from the Commissioner's letter, that instructions from 
his office must in this, have reached you on the subject. 
Major Amos J. Bruce Very respectfully I am Sir 
Indn Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
S Peter's (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Nov 14, l842 
I am instructed by the Comr of Indian Affairs to advertise for proposals to furnish the 
Subsistence stores that will be required under treaty stipulations with the Winnebago; Indians for 
the next year. To enable me to do so under standingly, I have to request that you will, on receipt 
of this, furnish me with your views with regard to the kind of provisions that will be most 
serviceable to those of your Sub Agency, Your early attention to this matter will much oblige Sir 
Dr David Lowry Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D D Mitchell 
Supert Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert Indn Affairs    
Sir: S Louis November 15, 1842 
Your letters of the 12" & 31" Ultimo were received here during my absence on an official visit to 
the Osage Sub Agency, which will account for them not having been acknowledged at an earlier 
period. Immediately on my return, I forwarded the abstract contained in the former to the Gomr 
of Indian affairs, with a request for a remittance to cover your disbursements on account of 
transportation. For the copy of the treaty with the Sacs & Foxes enclosed in the latter, be pleased 
to accept my thanks. 
Directly the remittance above referred to comes to hand, I will forward the necessary receipts for 
your signature, with authority to draw for the amount. Very respectfully I am Sir 



Major Jno. Beach Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Indn Agent (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
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Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 5, 1842 
Your several letters of the 31 Augt 30" Sept and 10" Ultimo, with their enclosures, were 
yesterday received at this offices—Your statements of funds and census of Indian tribes have 
been this day forwarded to the Gomr Ind affairs. 
Your accounts for the 3" quarter have not yet been received. They should, you are aware, have 
been long since at this Department. 
A. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully 
Ind S. Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell - Supt Ind Affrs. 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 5" 1842 
I have just received a letter from the Commissioner of Ind Affairs in relation to your last return 
of property, a copy of which you will find herewith enclosed. 
From the forms heretofore prepared and furnished for your guidance, and the verbal instructions 
given to you when you were last here. I felt myself wrarranted in concluding that you would in 
future find no difficulty in rendering your accs in the manner prescribed by the regulations. The 
fact however appears to be otherwise. You might probably have supposed (and the request to that 
effect in one of your letters sustains the supposition) that any inaccuracies discovered in your 
accounts would be corrected in this office, this is a mistake:—As I do not feel authorized to 
make any changes in an officer's accounts when received here duly signed. A slight attention to 
the regulations, and the forms prepared for you, would, it seems to me, enable a person of less 
capacity fully to comprehend, and correctly to render accounts such as yours, by no means 
complicated in their nature, I trust that your attention to this subject will in future prevent the 
necessity for such unpleasant animadversion. 
fm P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Superb Ind Affairs S Louis Dec 5, 1842 
Sir: 
The enclosed letter relative to certain horses said to have been stolen from some of the Sacs of 
your Agency, was received a day  
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or two ago from Sub Agent Richardson, and is forwarded for such actions as you may deem 
proper to take upon it.  Very respectfully 
Major Jno Beach Yr Mo Obt Svt 



Indn Agent (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs     
Sir: S Louis Decr 6, 1842 
The funds for the two last quarters of this year being now on hand, you are hereby authorized & 
requested to draw on me at sight for Two thousand nine hundred and eighty five dollars, on 
account of current expenses & treaty stipulations, and at the same time, to sign & return to this 
office, the enclosed five sets of duplicate receipts therefor. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully, Yr Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir; S Louis Decr 6, 1842  
The funds for the two last quarters of this year being now on hand, you are hereby authorized 
and requested to draw upon me at sight for Three thousand seven hundred & forty seven dollars,  
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on account of current expenses and treaty stipulations, and at the same time, to sign and return to 
this office the enclosed four sets of duplicate receipts therefor.  You will also find herewith a 
memorandum of articles said to have been taken by force by the Pawnees from Mr. Fitzpatrick 
on his return from the Columbia river, some time in Sept. last. You will be pleased, as soon as 
convenient to ascertain from the Pawnees the facts in this case, and to report to this office their 
concurrence or non-concurrence in the correctness of the claim. Very respectfully &c 
Danl Miller Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Agt                 Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Dec 6, 1842 
The funds for the two last quarters of this year being now on hand, as soon as you shall have 
rendered your accounts for the 3" quarter (long since due) you are hereby authorized and 
requested to draw upon me at sight, for Fifteen hundred and twenty five dollars, on account of 
current expenses & treaty stipulations, and at the same time, to sign and return to this office, the 
enclosed two sets of duplicate receipts therefor. 
You are, no doubt, aware, that under the 3" paragraph of the regulation of 23rd March 1839, no 
second quarter's funds can be turned over to agent by the Supert. until an account for the 
preceeding quarter's disbursements is rendered. Very respectfully &c 
A. L. Davis Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs    
Sir, S Louis Decr 6, 1842 
The funds for the two last quarters of this year being now on hand, you are hereby authorized 
and requested to draw upon me at sight for seven hundred & forty dollars, on account of the 



current expenses  of your Sub Agency, and at the same time, to sign & return to this office, the 
enclosed duplicate receipts therefor.     Very respectfully &c 
Wm P. Richardson Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supt Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Dec 6, l842 
The funds for the two last quarters of this year being now on handj, you are  hereby authorized 
and requested to draw upon me at sight for Mine hundred and ten dollars, on account of current 
expenses and treaty stipulations, and at the same time, to sign and return to this office the 
enclosed two sets of duplicate receipts therefore. 
Your application for an order to repair to the Neosho Sub Agency for the purpose of settling your 
accounts, has been referred to the Comr of Ind Affairs, whose decision on the subject, will be 
made known to you directly it comes to hand. Very respectfully &cc 
Jno B. Luce Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind S Agt Supt Ind Affr 
 
His Excellency Office Supert. Ind Affairs     
Govr Jno Chambers S Louis Decr 6, 1842 
Sirs    The funds for the two last quarters of this year being now on hand, you are respectfully 
requested to draw on me at sight for Four hundred & eighty two 50/l00 on account of the current 
expenses of your Superinty and at the same time, to sign & return to this office the enclosed 
duplicate receipts therefor. I have the honor to be respectfully &c 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind. Affrs 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs   
Sir; S Louis Decr 6, 1842 
The funds for the two last quarters of this year being now on hand, you are hereby authorized 
and requested to draw upon me at sight for Two thousand Six hundred and fifteen dollars, on 
account of current expenses and treaty stipulations, and at the same time, to sign & return to this 
office, the enclosed two sets of duplicate receipts therefore 
Major Jno. Beach Very respectfully &cc 
Indn Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Indn Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis Dec 6,  1842 
The funds for the two last quarters of this year being now on hand, you are hereby authorized 
and requested to draw upon me at sight, for Five thousand Six hundred & twenty one 30/100 
dollars, on account of the current expenses & treaty stipulations of your Agency, and at the same 
time to sign & return to this office, the enclosed two sets of duplicate receipts therefor.  
Very respectfully &c 
Amos J. Bruce Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Agy Supert Ind. Affrs 



 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Dec 6, l842 
The funds for the two last quarters of this year being now on hand, you are hereby authorized 
and requested to draw upon me at sight for Eight thousand four hundred and Sixty two 12/100 
dollars, on account of current expenses & treaty stipulations, and at the same time to sign and 
return to this office, the enclosed two sets of duplicate receipts therefor. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Affrs P. S. Be pleased also to draw on me for the $39 said to be deficent in one of the 
boxes of Specie recd here. 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs    
Sir: S Louis Decr 7, 1842 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16" Ultos "suggesting the 
propriety of purchasing the goods referred to from Mr. Chouteau & Co. at St Peters". 
The letter from the Department authorizing me to purchase 
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the goods was received on the 11th November — too late for the transportation of goods to St 
Peters. On the 12" I made a contract with the company to furnish the amount specified out of 
their stores at that post, the necessary instructions were immediately forwarded to Major Bruce 
& the Agent-of the Company. If no accident happens to retard the transit of the letters, the goods 
will be furnished in time to carry out the numerous views of the Govt. money never was, in my 
opinion, more judiciously applied, and none was ever disbursed by me with so much satisfaction. 
His Excellency I am Sir respectfully &c 
Jno. Chambers (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supt Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 12, l842 
The enclosed copy of a letter this day received from the Department contains instructions 
sufficiently explicit for your guidances As both the Dept. & Cols Johnson are exceedingly 
anxious to keep up the institution for two years more, and as this cannot probably be done 
without the requested number of boys, I hope you will use every possible exertion to procure 
them. It is not considered practicable to send them during the winters, but try to have them in 
readiness to take advantage of the earliest navigation in the Spring. It will be well to impress 
upon the minds of the Indians the fact, that the boys will only be absent two years; After which it 
is highly probable a permanent system of education will be established in the Indian country. The 
boys will be consigned to me, with assurances to their parents, that 
every possible attention will be paid to their comfort and safety. 
J. D. Luce Esq Respectfully Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt. (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
  



Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 12, 1842 
The enclosed copy of a letter this day recd from the Dept. will serve as a sufficient guidance for 
you on the subject to which it refers. 
I trust that you will use every reasonable exertion to comply with the requisition. If the boy or 
boys can be had, consign them to me as early as possible in the Spring. I am inclined to think that 
the complaints about the interference and influence of Missionaries was intended principally for 
your Sub Agency. You will take special care to inform yourself on the subject, and be governed 
by the instructions contained in the  
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letter of the Commissioner. A full report at your earliest convenience is required. 
Maj. A. L. Davis Respectfully, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Indn Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 15, 1842 
Your several communications of Novr 3" & Decr I have been received. 
The plan which you suggest for the removal of the disaffected band of Ioways amongst their 
friends the Ottoes. I consider a good one, and as such, have recommended it to the Department. 
A decision, I presume mil be communicated to you, in time to have them removed early in the 
spring. I am gratified to learn that you have seized the goods belonging to Rice and Provencal, or 
to whomelse them may belong.  If you had reason to believe they were attempting to evade or 
violate the trade and intercourse laws, the penalties of these laws should be rigidly inforced, 
Jno B. Luce Esq Respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt. 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs P. S. You would do well to keep a sharp eye on both 
Pearson and Cooper, as neither of them stand very high as law abiding men, 
(Signed) D. D. M. Supt &cc. 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Dec 16, l842 
Your letter of the 1st Instant has been recd. I concur with you in opinion, that it would be much 
to the advantage of the Indians to have their annuities paid in goods; and the Department is very 
anxious to effect such an arrangement; but this can only be done by the general consent of the 
Indians expressed in full council. As it appears from your letter that their consent was not so 
obtained, no charge in the payment can at present be made. Should the Indians at any time be 
governed by wiser councils, and express a wish to have goods instead of money, measures for 
that purpose will be immediately taken. 
I see no reasonable objection that could be made to the appropriation of One hundred dollars of 
the Ioway Annuities for the agricultural purposes which you recommend;and you are therefore  
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authorized to expend that sum in what manner you may deem most advantageous. 
Wm. P. Richardson Esq Respectfully Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 17, 1842 
Your letters of the 15" & 28 Nov Ulto: with their enclosures, have been received, and your 
accounts for the 3" quarter of this year together with your statement of persons employed, & 
statement of public moneys recvd & disbursed for Sept & October, after the usual examination, 
have been transmitted to the Comr of Indn Affairs. 
On examining your accounts, I regretted to find that the bill of lading filed in support of the 
voucher for the transportation of the four packages of Pawnee Annuity foods, was neither signed 
by Capt Sire the Master of the boat; certified by yourself, nor even the rate of freight inserted. 
You evidently mistook the $2.50 charges,  for the rate per hundred, and filled the account 
accordingly. As matters stand, nothing remained but to forward the bill, as it could not be 
perfected here. If you have a complete bill of lading with your office copies, it had better be sent 
down, that it may be forwarded; for otherwise the account will, no doubt, be suspended. I have 
called the attention of the Comr of Ind Affairs to the condition of the Ottoes & to your request to 
have a small portion of their next year's annuity applied to the purchase of corn; and in 
anticipation of his approbation you are hereby authorized to contract in the usual way for Two 
hun-dred dollars' worth, to be paid for when their annuity shall have come to hand. 
I have likewise requested that Ten yoke of Oxen may be furnished for the Pawnees in the 
Spring;—a few rifles, and funds to pay their farmers. Directly I receive his decision on these 
matters, you shall be advised thereof. Respectfully I am Sir 
Danl Miller Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supert Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Decr 19, l842 
The Comr of Indian Affairs, under date of the 8" Inst: informs me that in consequence of an 
omission in his office, the cost of the packing boxes containing the Sioux guns, was not 
embraced  
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in the invoices sent on to me, and from which those forwarded to you were coperd; thereby 
making a difference of $99  which stands charged as he informs me, to my account, and will so 
remain until your receipts be received— I herewith accordingly, enclose invoices and receipts to 
correspond the latter of which be pleased to sign & return to me. Very respectfully 
Major Amos J. Bruce Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Indian Agent (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 



Sir: S Louis Decr 21, 1842 
I have this day received a remittance on account of the contingent expenses of the Indian 
Department, out of which I am directed to remit to you Five hundred and Sixteen 98/l00 dollars. 
Yon are accordingly hereby authorised and requested to draw on me at sight for that amount, and 
at the same time, to sign and return to this office, the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. Very 
respectfully I am Sir 
Major Jno Beach               Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D D Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 24, 1842 
The two accounts with your requisition, in favor of P. A. Sarpy for provisions furnished to the 
Pawnees at their annuity payment, & to the Pawnees & Ottoes at their peace council, were 
submitted to me on the 17th Ulto. for the decision of the Comr of Ind. Affairs. They were 
returned on the 19th Inst. with advice that a remittance would be made for their payment. 
The Commissioner has at the same time directed me to inform you, that you will be required to 
account for the due issue of these provisions to the Indians named in the accounts. You will 
therefore, as early as convenient, prepare & forward to this office, an abstract of issues agreeably 
to form no. 7 of Revised regulations no. 3 authenticiated by the signatures of the persons who 
witnessed the issues.  Very respectfully I am Sir 
Danl, Miller Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Indn Affrs 
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Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 26" 1842  
Your letter of the 7" Inst; has been duly received & its contents noted. With regard to that portion 
of it having reference to the next year's annuity for the Indians of your Sub Agency. I must refer 
you to my communication of the 16" of the current month The Department has, no doubt, before 
this, determined how it will proceed upon the subject. 
The plan you propose for obviating the inconvenience and loss of time resulting from the present 
custom pursued by the hired men in boarding them-selves, by establishing yourself, a boarding 
house for their accommodation cannot receive my sanction. It is highly desirable that agents and 
sub agents should studiously abstain from placing themselves in positions that would render their 
conduct liable to misconstructions, or invidious remarks; and I cannot help being of the opinion, 
that the plan referred to, would produce these consequences. You can, it appears to me, be at no 
loss to hit upon a plan less objectionable, and at the same time equally as well calculated to attain 
the end in view. 
Very respectfully 
W. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 



Sir: S Louis Decr 26, 1842 
I advised you under date of the 6" Inst: that your application to be ordered to the Neosho Sub 
Agency for the purpose of settling your accounts had been submitted for the decision of the 
Dept; and that the result when received, should be made known to you' I have this day received a 
letter in reply from the Comr. Indn Affairs, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, by which you 
will perceive that the Secy of War has refused to grant your request.  
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Jno B. Luce Esq yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Indn Aff 
  
Office Supert Ind Affr 
Sirs S Louis Decr 31, 1842 
At the request of James Pool I herewith enclose his relinquishment of all claim on account of the 
Seneca Mill dam, except the fifty three dollars which you concede are still due to him. Be 
pleased agreeably to the tenor of the enclosed, to forward to this office the necessary certificates. 
J. B. Luce Esq. Ind. Agt        (Respy) Signed D. D. Mitchell 
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Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, January 3" 1842 
Agreeably to the reiterated request of the Stockbridge & Munsee Indians, that the whole amount 
due them from the United States should be placed at their disposal in order to enable them to pay 
their debts, a remittance was received by me for that object in the 1st Instant of $6574.51 for 
those of your agency, being their proportion of the entire sum of $13,083.55 from which 
however, is to be deducted $108.78 payable to Messrs W. T. Eustes & Co. of Boston, leaving the 
nett balance of $6465.78 for distribution agreeably to the schedule herewith enclosed. For this 
latter sum you are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight, and at the same 
time to sign & return the enclosed receipts therefor. I am directed by the Comr. Ind, Affairs to 
say to you, and to request that you will so inform the Stockbridges, that the greatest pains were 
taken by him to adjust on equitable terms the matter in dispute between themselves & their 
brother in Wiskonsini that the investigation was of an exceedingly- troublesome nature, & 
required the consumption of much time; and that he trusts that in his award, he has meted out 
equal justice to the claimants. He is now desirous that the payment should be made at as early a 
day as practicable .  
Very respectfully Yr Mo Obt 
R. W. Cummins Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Agt Supert Indn Affrs 
P. S. Should you find it impossible to negotiate a draft, it will be necessary for you to repair to 
this place for the purpose of receiving the money. (Signed) D. D. M. 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Gent S Louis Jany 5, l843 



The bearer, Major F. C. McCalla has been appointed as the special agent of Col. R. M. Johnson 
for the purpose of visiting the Indian country, and aiding the agents and Sub Agents to procure 
the specified number of Indian boys for the Choctaw Academy. 
This arrangement is made conformable to an understanding between Col. Johnson and the 
President of the United States. As much anxiety is expressed on the subject, both by the 
Department and Col. Johnson, I hope that the agents of the Government will cheerfully co-
operate with Major McCalla, and use every possible exertion to effect the object so much 
desired. I am respectfully 
Agents & Sub Agents            Y Mo Obt Svt 
S Louis Supery (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert. Indn Affairs     
Sir: S Louis Jany 10, 1843 
A letter was received on the 3rd Inst from the Comr Indn Affairs, (of which a copy is herewith 
enclosed) covering an account of Saml Smith for repairs done on the Sac & Fox mill, with advice 
that a remittance would be made for its settlement to be paid upon your requisition. The 
remittance in question was received on yesterday ($647.73) and will be held subject to your draft 
on the Supert. accompanied by the usual receipts, should you prefer that mode; or to your 
requisition, as indicated in the letter above referred to. 
Mr. Mitchell started on yesterday morning for Washington City, which again procures me the 
honor of addressing you. Arrangements have been made for meeting all authorized drafts on him 
during his absence, as well as  the one in the present case.        I am Sir with Great Respect 
Major Jno Beach Yr Mo Ob Sv 
U.S. Ind, Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 13, 1843 
Your cash accounts and property return for the 4th quarter of last year, were yesterday reeeived, 
and after the usual examination, have been this day transmitted to the Comr of Indn Affairs: your 
several letters of the 25 & 31" Ulto: were likewise received those concerning the murdered 
french-man, 7 that nominating Jeffry Dervin, I have forwarded to the Supert, who left here on the 
9"  Inst: for Washington City.  Your receipts for the $740 have also come to hand, & your draft 
in favor of Jos. Robidoux will be paid at sight. 
With regard to the several inquiries in one of your letters of the 31" Ulto; I will state for your 
satisfaction, that a return of property is required at the close of each quarter, this return should 
first show the property remaining on hand at the end of the preceding quarter;--the articles you 
may have received whether by purchase or from the Supert. during the quarter, which added 
together will make the amount to be accounted for. You next charge as offsets, the amount of the 
receipts of these persons to whom you have issued or delivered any property! and if you have 
expended any articles or worn them out under your own direction, your certificate setting forth 
the articles expended & the objects of the expenditure will be entered as a voucher and added 
together with the receipts, making the amount issued & expended, which after subtraction from 



the amount to be accounted for, will leave the balance on hand to be taken up & accounted for in 
the next quarter. What you issue or expend in one quarter will not  
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of course be again noticed by you. When you acquire articles by purchase, it is not intended or 
required that you should accompany your return with any of your triplicate receipts, but merely 
to insert the date, the name of the person you purchased of, the amount, & then the articles. Some 
make a copy of the cash voucher of purchase & file it with the return, which I think is a very 
good plan—-I do so. The customary course is to take the receipts of the Blacksmiths, farmers 
&cc for the tools, com, steel &cc and enter them on the return as vouchers; but it is, in my 
opinion, a much better course for the Agent to bear the articles on hand until they are either 
expended or worn out, and at the close of each quarter to embrace in the certificate before 
mentioned the amount thus expended & worn out. Your present return appears to be correct;—
you should have forwarded a duplicate. 
Mr. Mitchell is not expeeted back before the first of March. 
P. S. I annex a copy or form of   Very respectfully 
certificate to suit the case. Yr Mo Obt Svt 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agt Clk Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs   
Sirs S Louis Jany 14, 1843 
By an oversight in directing the letters intended for you and the 2" Auditor on the 21 Ulto: that 
for you went to Mr. Lewis & was yesterday returned, it is herewith enclosed. As it is probable 
that the one designed for him went to you, you will do me a favor by returning it if such be the 
case. Be pleased to draw on the Supert. for the amount authorized in the enclosed, and at the 
same time, to sign & return your duplicate receipts therefor. I regret that this mistake should have 
occurred, as it keeps you out of the funds longer than could be wished. 
Major Ind Beach Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind, Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) John Haverty Clk Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 14, 1843 
A letter was received on yesterday from the Comr of Ind Affairs, covering the obligation of the 
principal chief-'-of the Weas to Jno. Ewing of Indiana for $500; with instructions that it should 
be forwarded to you to be laid before the Indians & their consent be obtained to its payment/ A 
copy of the letter referred to, herewith  
 
[Page 221] 
 
enclosed, (together with the obligation) will more fully explain to you the views of the Comr on 
this subject. Will you be pleased, at your first convenience to report the result to the Supert. of 
Ind. Affairs—he is now absent at Washington but will be back in the course of the next months 
Major A. L. Davis Very respectfully 



Ind Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Officer 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs      
Sir: S Louis January 16, 1843 
Your several communications of the 27" 28" & 29 Ulto; together with your cash accounts & 
property return for the 4"  quarter of last year, were received here on the 11th Instant, and the 
latter, after the usual examina-tion transmitted to the Comr of Indn Affairs. Mr, Mitchell, the 
Supert, is now absent on his way to Washington City, and will not, in all probability be back 
before the latter end of February; on his return, your letters shall be laid before him for such 
action as the cause may appear to him to require. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully 
Indn Agt Y Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) Jno Haverty Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs    
Sir: S Louis January 19, 1843 
Your several communications of the 10" 30 & 31" Ulto, and 7" Inst. together with your cash 
accounts for the 4"  quarter of last year, were received by yesterday's mail, and the latter 
forwarded direct to the Comr. of Indian Affairs. 
Your letters nominating L. Ouilmeter;—in relation to D. Hardin's claim;--and advising that you 
had set out for the Neosho sub agency, have been forwarded to the Supert of Ind' Affairs, who 
started for Washington on the 9"  Inst: Very respectfully 
John B. Luce Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
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Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 27, 1843 
Tour cash accounts for the 3" & 4" quarters of last year have been this day received, together 
with your statements of public moneys for the months of October, November and Decr. Ultos 
and after having been asserted, the duplicates transmitted to the Comr of Indn Affairs. The 
Superintendent left on the 9" Inst: for Washington City, and is not expected here before 
the close of next month. With great respect I am Sir 
Major A. L. Davis Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Iff 
  
Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feby 13, 1843 
The enclosed copy of a communication addressed to you at Neosho, by the Comr of Indian 
Affairs on the 2" Instant, has been this day received at this office, under cover of a letter from the 



Superintendent (-who is now at Washington City) with instructions to forward it to you 
immediately; which I have the honor herewith to do accordingly. 
J. B. Luce Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Y Mo Obt Svt 
Council Bluffs S Agency Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs     
Sir; S Louis February 25th, 1843 
Your nomination of Louis Ouilmet as Interpreter for the Chippewas, Ottawas & Potawatomies, 
in place of Claude Lafranbork, has been approved by the Department; you will therefore as early 
as practicable enter into a written agreement or contract with him, and transmit a triplicate 
thereof to the Comr of Indian Affairs thro this office. 
John B. Luce Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Council Bluffs S Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Af f 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sirs; S Louis Feby 25" 1843  
The nomination of Jeffery Dorian as Interpreter for the Ioways, in place of S. M. Irvin, has been 
approved by the Departmenti you will therefore enter into the usual written agreement with him, 
and forward  
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a triplicate thro' this office, to the Comr of Indian affairs, as early as practicable. Very 
respectfully 
Wm. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs      
Sir: S Louis Feby 15, 1843 
Your draft in favor of the Revd Mr Berryman for Six Thousand Four Hundred & Sixty Five 
77/100 dollars, on account of the Stockbridge treaty of September 1839 was yesterday presented 
& paid at this office. Your former draft in favor of Mr. Chouteau Jr & Co. for Two thousand nine 
hundred & eighty five dollars, on account of Crt. expenses & Treaty stipulations of your Agency 
for the 3 & 4" Qr of  last year, was presented & paid on the 9" of January Ulto: I fear if you have 
sent down your a/cs for the 4" quarter of last year that they have miscarried, as they have not yet 
reached this office; I mention this fact, inasmuch as the a/cs of the other agents & sub agents in 
the Missouri district were all received in the course of the last month. The Supert. has been 
absent (at Washington) since the early part of January, but is expected back in the course of this 
week. 
Maj. R. W. Cummins Very respectfully I am Sir 
Indn Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) John Haverty 



Clk Ind Off 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs     
Sirs S Louis February 20, 1843 
Tour several communications of the 3" & 8" Instt together with your cash accounts for the 4"  
quarter of last year, and the census of the Kanzas Indians, were yesterday received at this offices 
the two latter have been this day forwarded to the Com of Indian Affairs, and likewise your letter 
stating that the Kansas had refused to accede to the regulation of 28 March l842 
A part of the subject matter of your letter of the 8" Inst: must nec-essarily remain unanswered 
until the return of the Supert: who is hourly expected. With regard to the Stockbridges from 
whom the last deductions have been made; agreeably to their request I herewith enclose copies 
of the several orders and assignments, with the exception of that of Betsy Bennett for $13.50 
which has not yet been presented^ & consequently has not yet been paid. The amount of the 
other three was remitted to W. T. Eustes & Co of Boston on the 5" of last month, & their 
acknowledgment of its receipt since received. The payment has been made, as I believe you have 
heretofore been informed, under the express authority of the Comr of Indian Affairs. The original  
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orders are filed as vouchers & will have to be used as such. I trust that the Stockbridges named 
will recognize their acts, and be satisfied of the correctness of the course pursued. 
Richd W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
U. S. Indn Agt Yr Mo Ob Sv 
West Port, Mo. (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Indn Office 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sirs S Louis, February 28, 1843 
Your letter of the 6" Ultos enclosing your receipts for funds on account of current expenses & 
Treaty Stipulations of your Agency for the 3" & 4"  quarters of last year, amounting to $3747 has 
been received, and agreeably to your request. I herewith transmit the certificate of the Cashier of 
the State Bank of Mo at this place therefor. It will be necessary whenever you want these funds, 
to return the certificate, as from the nature of the case they are not otherwise subject to your 
check. With regard to the credit of the Bank, I can only say that the Government, and its officers 
here, still continue it as their depository. Your other communications shall be taken up and 
answered in a few days. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agt Y Mo Ob Sert 
Council Bluffs Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Feby 28, 1843 
I am instructed by the Comr of Indian Affairs under date of the 4" Instant, to direct that you will 
take immediate measures for the arrest and safe custody of the Ioway Indian or Indians 



concerned in the late murder of the frenchman Ducate, in order that the perpetrators may be 
brought to trial before the proper tribunal. 
It may be well to have them delivered to the Coming. Officer at Fort Leavenworth with a view to 
have them securely kept until the next term of court. You will report your proceedings in the 
premises to this office as early as convenient. Very respectfully 
W. P. Richardson Esq Y Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) DD Mitchell - Supt Ind Aff 
P. S. Your other communications will receive attention in a few days. 
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Circular 
Office Supert Indn Affairs S Louis Feb 28, 1843\ 
Sir, 
From information received at the Department it appears that the Agents, and Sub Agents have 
been in the habit of granting permits or temporary licenses to almost any person who applied. 
This kind of traffic is considered injurious to the Indians, and contrary to the spirit and intention 
of the "trade and intercourse laws." Under instructions from the War Department of January 23" 
I am required to take such steps as will prevent the recurrence of the practice complained of. In 
order that these views may be fully carried out, I have to request that you will give no permit or 
temporary license to any person to trade with the Indians in your Agency. Only the regularly 
licensed traders, who are permanently established, can legally or properly be permitted to trade. 
A strict observance of these instructions will be required. 
R W Cummins, Ind Agt I am sir Respectfully 
Danl. Miller  " Y Mo Obt Sv 
Jno B Luce Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
W. P. Richardson " Supt Ind Aff 
S. L. Davis 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs    
Sir S Louis March 3rd 1843 
I have this day received a letter from the Comr of Ind Affairs, by which I am instructed again to 
impress upon you, the necessity of your making renewed exertions to obtain for the Choctaw 
Academy, with the consent of the Chiefs in Council, five Potawatomie & eight Chippewa, 
Ottawa & Pota-watomie boys. It is expected that an Agent will shortly visit the Indian country, 
who will be in charge of some youths of the two former tribes who are preparing to return to 
their homes. Should he arrive in time, the boys you may obtain can be committed to his care| but 
if not, you are hereby authorized to employ a special agent to take them on to Kentucky, to 
whom the sum of $150 will be paid as a full compensation for his services & travelling expenses 
going and returning; if however you can find no person to undertake the service on these terms, 
let the boys be forwarded to me at this place. Inasmuch as the Wabash band has a school already 
in successful operation among themselves, it will be advisable to obtain the boys from the 
Indiana, Prairie & St Joseph's bands, and those of the United band of Chips, Otts & Pots among 
whom, from your report, it appears there are no schools. 
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The Department expects your prompt and effective attention to this requisition with as little 
delay as practicable. 
Anth. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully & am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs. 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs    
Sir: S Louis March 3" 1843. 
I have this day received a letter from the Comr of Ind Affairs, by which I am instructed again to 
urge you to use your utmost influence to obtain for the Choctaw Academy, will the consent of 
the Chiefs in council, eight boys from the United band of Chippewas, Ottawas and Potawatomies 
of your Sub Agency. I wrote to you on this matter on the 12" Decr. last, and at the same time 
enclosed you a copy of the Commissioner's letter on the subject.  It is probable that a special 
agent will shortly arrive at your place in charge of some youths who are about to return home 
from the Academy! should he arrive in time, the boys you may obtain can be committed to his 
care; but if not, let them be forwarded direct to me at this place by the earliest conveyance. The 
Department expects your prompt and efficient attention to the requisition with as little delay as 
practicable. 
P. S. An abstract of their names, ages.   Very respectfully I am Sir 
& tribes should accompany the boys       Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Jno B Luce Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 3" 1843 
Enclosed herewith, you will find a copy of a letter of this date, addressed to Sub Agent Luce, in 
which he is required to procure, with the consent of the Chiefs in Council, eight boys from the 
United band of Chip-pewas, Ottawas & Potawatomies of his Sub Agency for the Choctaw 
Academy in Kentucky. Should Mr. Luce be absent when this reaches you, you will consider the 
instructions as addressed to yourself;--proceed to carry them into effect, and report the result to 
this office as early as practicable. 
 You can assure the chiefs that every attention will be paid to the health and improvement of the 
boys; that they will be absent but two years; that no future requisition of this kind will be made 
on them; and that at the expiration of the two years, it is no contemplation  
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a permanent system of education among themselves. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Dan'l Miller Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis March 4, 1843 



Agreeably to my last communication of the 28" Ultos I have now to reply to your several letters 
of the 29" Decr & 4 & 30" Jan Ulto:—With regard to Mr.Lasley's ease. I thinks that under all the 
circumstances, it will be best to excuse him for what appears to have been an unusual, and a 
somewhat unintentional offence; with the full understanding that a second offence of the same 
character will not be overlooked. 
As to the time your pay should commence, I supposed that matter was settled when you were 
here, the date having been fixed on the 15" February 1842, and the Commissioner was so 
advised accordingly. With respect to the inquiry "Whether Indians are considered as included in 
the 20" Section of the revised regulations"; in my opinion they are not, but as the question is one 
I deem of importance, I will refer it for the decision of the Department, and notify you of the 
result when received. I have no objection to the leave of absence solicited by Mr. Woodcock, 
provided his services can be dispensed with, of which you are the best judge; but it must be 
clearly understood that he is not to be paid for the time he may be absent. With regard to 
employing him as an Agent to select or purchase cattle, it will be time enough to make such 
arrangements when funds are received for the purpose. I am advised that a remittance of $1,000 
will be made on account of the purchase of oxen for thePawnees, & the sum of $500 for the pay 
of the farmers, but when it may come into my hands I cannot say:—When it does, you shall be 
promptly advised thereof. Very respectfully I am Sir 
Danl Miller Esq Y Mo Ob Sv 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sirs S Louis, March 6" 1843 
Your letter of the 8" Ulto: has been received and duly considered. The amount of funds due to 
the four Stockbridges, "who have died since their emigration to your Agency", is so very small 
as to make it  
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inexpedient for any one to administer on their estate; believing as you state that the expenses will 
"consume a large portion of the amount"—I therefore think that the better plan would be, to pay 
over the several amounts to the nearest relatives, according to "Indian custom", and to obviate 
any legal, or rather technical objections, require these relatives to sign the names of 
the parties mentioned in the allotment. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Respectfully Yr Ob Svt 
Ind. Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
West Port Mo. Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 10, 1843 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th Instant. The measures 
adopted by Capt. Beach, and the military (under his direction) were no doubt judicious, and such 
as the circumstances required. If the parties, trading under the authority of licenses granted from 
this office, have transcended the limits designated, they must suffer the consequences. In 
designating the "Racoon fork of the Des Moine," as one of the points at which they were 



permitted to trade, the head waters of that fork were intended. If I understand the geography of 
the country, this fork heads in the section of country owned by the Potawatomies of the Council 
Bluffs, where a portion of these Indians were in the habit of making their winter hunts and where 
their traders usually furnished them with their necessary supplies. If, as you state, Mr. Miller has 
in any way altered, or amended the license given out from this office, I will see that no such 
improper interference is again repeated. The "reprimand" which you mention as having been 
received by Doctor Lowry, I consider well merited, as I happened to be in Washington at the 
time, and informed of all the circumstancesj but there is no analogy between the case to which 
you refer; and the one which called forth your friendly "suggestion." In conclusion, I have only 
to state, that I do not feel at liberty to take any steps in regard to the matter, feeling fully 
confident that your own correct judgment will enable you to do what is right. 
His Excellency I am Sir respectfully 
Jnos Chambers Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Burlington, I T (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 15, 1843 
I received, a few days ago, a communication from his Excellency Jno: Chambers Governor of 
Iowa Tery under date of the 4th Instant, in which he informs me that a quantity of goods found in 
possession of two persons within the limits of the Sac & Fox Agency, was recently seized under 
the orders of Agent Beach| that the men refused to acknowledge to whom the goods belonged 
that a person calling himself Capt. Gault had since applied for the goods on behalf of Messrs. 
Papin & Robidoux, stating that they were the owners, & that these two persons were trading on 
their account under a license from this office. The Governor further states that, on examining the 
license referred to, he found the names of these persons added in a different hand writing, and 
the addition signed "Danl Miller Ind. Agent." Now, altho' it is clearly within the scope of your 
powers as an Agent, to grant licenses to such persons as may apply therefor, on their complying 
with the requisitions of the regulations, and to permit them to take such citizens as assistants as 
they may name to you, provided they be clear of any valid objection! still there is no power 
vested in you to alter or modify any official document granted from this office; the adding of the 
names in the case stated, was therefore improper, and must not be repeated; Should a trader 
require more hands than those named in his license, you can grant him a separate permission to 
employ such, if you deem it expedient. 
You will take immediate measures on receipt of this, to inform those persons now trading under 
license from this office within the Council Bluffs Sub Agency, that they must not, under any 
pretence or construction of their licenses, go beyond the limits of the Potawatomie lands, and 
that any intrusion on the Sac & Fox lands will be regarded as an infraction of the intercourse law 
& punished accordingly. 
By the "racoon forks of the Des Moin" (inserted in the licenses of P. A. Sarpy and Papin & 
Robidoux) was understood by these persons and myself, Big Foot's village, believed to be 
situated on or near the head waters of that run, & within the Potawatomie boundaryi and as they 
could not for a moment suppose that I would have licensed them to establish a trading post on 
lands within another Superintendency over which I do not wish to exercise any controul, they 



must bear the consequences of their departure from the true meaning and spirit of the license 
granted them from this office. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind. Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir. S Louis March 15, 1843 
I received on yesterday from the Treasury Department $1500 on account of treaty stipulations 
with the Pawnees, that is to say, $500 for the pay of farmers, & $1000 for the purchase of work 
oxen. I herewith enclose receipts for that amount, which if you will sign and return, the money 
shall be placed to your credit in Bank & the Cashier's certificate forwarded to you therefor; or be 
held subject to your draft on me at sight, as you may desire. You will, as soon as your public 
duties will permit, (the time however to be selected by yourself) proceed to the settlements and 
make your arrangements for the purchase referred to. Perhaps it will be the best course to 
advertise for proposals to deliver them at Bellevue, as in that case the expenses of the journey 
would be put on the oxen, and any accident that might occur on the trip would be at the expense 
of the contractor; as this however is only a suggestion, you will take such measures in the matter, 
as in your judgment will, in the best & cheapest manner accomplish the end in view. Your own 
expenses going and returning, will, of course, be charged to your contingent account.       
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Danl Miller Esq  - zy Mo Ob Svt 
Agt Ind Affr (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind Affrs 
Duplicate forwarded to Savannah Andrew Co. Mo. on 23 March 1843 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs     
Sir: S Louis, March 20, 1843 
I have this day received a communication signed by a member of your most respectable 
neighbours, informing me, that a band of lawless white men were making preparations to 
intercept & rob the Santa Fe traders. 
In order to prevent the accomplishment of this disgraceful design, I have to request that you will 
keep a vigilant watch over the movement of the frontier settlers, and request the Indians within 
your Agency to do the same. Should any movement into the Indian country be attempted, you 
will immediately notify the commanding officers at Fort Leavenworth and also at Fort Scott.  
You will also notify Major Davis, and thro him the Indians within his Sub Ageney; requiring 
them to give immediate information, should any party or parties of whites be discovered passing 
into the Indian country. 
Major R. W. Cummins Respectfully, Y Mo Ob Sv 
Indn Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 24, 1843 



Your letter of the 10th Instant covering your receipts for $8562.19 on account of current 
expenses and treaty stipulations of your Sub Agency for the 3" & 4" Quarters of last year, has 
been this day received. You two drafts in favor of H. L. Dousman, for $7276.59 and for $39.00 
will be paid in presentation. 
Agreeably to your request I herewith enclose my triplicate receipts for $1285.58—the proceeds 
sales of public buildings & Stockbridge boots 
David Lowry Esq     & am Sir Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Sup Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 17, 1843 
Your several letters of the 31" Ultos & the 4" & 5" Instant, were re-ceived on yesterday, and 
your accounts this day transmitted to the Comr of Indian Affairs. I have also forwarded to him 
your communications in relation to the Delaware school fund, and the amount claimed by the 
Kickapoos under treaty stipulations of 1832. I will here take occasion to state that, these subjects 
have been more than once laid before the Department, by both my predecessor and myself, so 
that the neglect is by no means attributable to this office. 
In order that the Department may be duly advised on the matter, I have also transmitted your 
letter of the 4th Instant, reporting the arrival of the Dragoons for the suppression of the 
Desperadoes recently assembled on your frontier. Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis April 18, 1843  
Your several communications of the 18" March & 5" & 6" Instant, have been duly received, & 
your accounts for the first quarter of the year transmitted to the Department. 
I have this day deposited the amount of your receipts $1500. to your credit in the Bank of Mo. 
upon which you can check at pleasure this, you will find to be a better plan for the facilitating of 
your money transactions, than to send you a certificate of deposit which would have to be 
returned before you could draw for the amount. 
Dan'l Miller Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Ag 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs   
Sir, S Louis, April 19,1843 
The bearer, Mr. Audubon, the distinguished naturalist, goes into the Indian country, with the 
approbation of the Government, and all officers and citizens are requested to afford him every 
facility in travelling, and all the aid in their power towards accomplishing the objects of his 
journey. 
You will find Mr. A. an agreeable gentleman whose acquaintance and and friendship you cannot 
fail to prize very highly. Any attention or assistance which you may be able to extend towards 
him will be considered as a personal favor to myself.    I am Sir respectfully 



Major A. Drips Yr Obt Svt 
U. S. Ind. Agent (Signed) D. D. Mitchell. Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs   
Sir: S Louis April 19, 1843 
This will be handed you by Mr. Audubon, the distinguished ornithologist, who visits the upper 
Missouri for scientific purposes. His visit is approved and encouraged by the Government! and 
all officers & citizens are requested to afford him every civility and assistance in their power. 
A personal acquaintance with Mr. A. Cannot fail to be agreeable to you, and any acts of kindness 
towards him will be duly appreciated by me. 
Major D. Miller Respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supert Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs     
Sirs S Louis April 19, 1843 
The bearer J. J. Audubon Esqr who visits the Indian Country for scientific purposes, will 
probably pass your agency in going or returning; if so, I will be pleased to have you afford him 
every civility in your power, and aid him as far as possible in the accomplishment of his great 
objects. 
You cannot but be pleased with his society, and I feel well assured that you will be highly 
gratified if you can contribute any thing towards his comfort or interest. Our Govt feel interested 
in his success. 
Major R. W. Cummins I am Sir Respy &ec 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis April 20, 1843 
Herewith enclosed you will find an account for your services as Indian agent, commencing with 
the date of your official bond and ending on the 31" Ultos which I will thank you to sign and 
return, and to draw on me at sight for the amount. I also forward to you, a copy of the annual 
report of the Comr of Indn Affairs to Congress for the last year. 
Your report of your proceedings in the Upper Country, dated the 2nd January, was duly received 
& forwarded to the Department on the 27th of February last. I regret that your efforts to suppress 
the whiskey traffic have not been successful. From the reports brought down this spring, it would 
seem that there is no lack of whiskey in the country. I still hope however, that by vigilance and 
assiduity on your part, the pernicious traffic will be either suppressed or greatly abated. 
Andrew Drips Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
U. S. Ind. Agt Y Mo Ob Svt 
Upper Missouri (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Ind. Aff 
  
Office Superb. Indn Affairs    



S Louis April 21, 1843 
The bearer, J. J. Audubon Esqr who visits the Indian Country for Scientific purposes,  is hereby 
authorized to take with him as much spirituous liquors as he may deem necessary for the 
preservation of animals. 
To Indian Agents (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
and Sub Agents Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sirs S Louis April 26, 1843  
I have this day received your letter of the 12" Instant, enclosing ten dollars on account of the 
Sales of Stockbridge boats; and also, my receipts for $1785.58 forwarded to you on the 24" Ulto: 
These latter I am compelled again to re-enclose to you, as the amount was credited at the time to 
the United States, & passed thro my accounts rendered for the 1" quarter of this year. You will 
find herewith, my triplicate receipts for the sum now received, which it is presumed will be 
satisfactory & close the affair. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agy Y Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt. Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind. Affairs  S Louis April 28, 1843  
The bearer, Sir William D. Stewart Bart: who visits the Indian Country on a tour of pleasure, is 
hereby authorized to take with him as much spirituous liquors as he may deem necessary for the 
use of himself & party. To the Indn Agents and other officers  
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt. Ind. Affairs 
  
Office Supert Indn Affs 
Sirs S Louis, April 29, 1843 
I have assumed obligations recently on account of a Stoekbridge woman named D. Doxteter, 
who left here on yesterday for West Port. The whole amt thus incurred is $18 vix say $6.00 from 
Gelena to this place, and $12 (including her board here) from this place to Westport. I have 
accordingly to request that you will deduct & send me the above sum from the money now in 
your hands belonging to her. She will of course acquiese in this arrangement & allow the amount 
to be included in her account or receipts to you. 
Major H. W. Cummins Very respectfully 
Indn Agent Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs    
Sirs S Louis May 3, 1843 
Tour several letters of the 31 June 28 Febr & 21 March and 6" April Ulto: together with their 
enclosures have been this day recd; and your cash A/cs for the l" quarter of this year, after the 
usual examinations transmitted to the Comr of Indn Affairs. 
Anth. L. Davis Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 



Ind S Agt          Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 5, 1843  
Your nomination of Joseph Parks coloured boy as Asst. Smith for the Shawnees, has, after some 
demur on the part of the Comr of Indian Affairs, been sanctioned, provided it meet the wishes of 
the Shawnees themselves. 
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You will therefore, as early as convenient enter into the usual written 
agreement with Mr. Parks, forward a triplicate to this office. 
Major R. W. Cummins, Very respectfully 
Indn Agt Yr Mo Ob St 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supert Indn Aff 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 9" 1843  
1 am advised by the Comr of Indn Affairs, under date of the 29" Ulto: that a remittance will 
shortly be made to me for the service of the Wabash Potawatomies under the act of 2" March 
1833, & that measures must be immediately taken to have a mill erected for them, to purchase 
oxen &cc. 
Having received in the early part of April last a communication from this band, in which they 
state that they were about to enter into a contract with a mill-wright for the erection of a mill, and 
with Mr. Gereand for some twenty yoke of oxen; I wish you to lose no time in ascertaining 
whether they have made these arrangements, and if they have not, to dissuade them from making 
any such, as under my instructions, the building to be erected & the articles to be furnished must 
be on contracts predicated on bids in the usual manner. They must be made distinctly to 
understand that I cannot recognize any contracts made by them as in any way obligatory on me, 
or forming any claim upon the funds that may be remitted for the purposes above stated. Should 
they not have procured the oxen, you are hereby authorized to advertise for proposals to furnish 
such to the amount of $2,500: cows including a bull, to the amount of $1,000 and breeding hogs 
to the amount of $150. As I intend to visit your Sub agency during the present months if 
possible, I shall postpone until then what I would otherwise say concerning the mill. Should 
however, anything occur to prevent my visit, ample instructions shall be furnished to you on the 
subject. 
Major A. L. Davis Very respectfully 
Ind S Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
[Page 236] 
 
Office Supert Ind Affr 
Sir: S Louis May 12, 1843 



Your cash accounts & property return for the l" quarter of this year, have been returned by the 
Comr of Indian Affairs to this office, accompanied by a letter pointing out sundry informalities, a 
copy of which you will find enclosed, together with the documents above referred to. 
The letter being so ample in its details of what is required by the Dept. any remarks of mine 
would be unnecessary & out of place. I have therefore little more to say that to request that you 
will forthwith take up the regulations, examine the forms indicated by the Comr;—endeavour to 
conform your a/cs and return thereto, and when so completed, forward them to this office with as 
little delay as practicable. I will however, observe that when property has been purchased & not 
paid for, a bill of purchase signed by the vender, should accompany the return, and where 
property have been made to Indians, an abstract thereof agreeably to the prescribed form and 
duly authenticated, should be made a voucher to your return. 
I regret exceedingly that it should become necessary to send back your [XXXX]; it will however 
show you the necessity of carefully studying the regulations & forms in order to obviate any 
future recurrence to so unpleasant a course. Very respectfully I Mo Obt Sv 
P. S.   R. L. Elliott Esq who goes up to replace Mr. Luce as Sub Agent will hand you this             
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
Danl Miller Esq, Ind Agt 
 
Office Supert Ind Affrs   
Sir: S Louis May 13, 1843 
Your letters of the 5" April Ulto. together with their enclosures, have been received, & your draft 
in favor of Mr. Pearson for $400 paid on presentation; the other two drafts of which you advise 
me, will be paid whenever presented. 
I am led in infer, from your silence on the subject, that the package from the Comr of Ind. 
Affairs, forwarded to you in the early part of March last, notifying you of your removal from 
office, had not been received when you wrote:— I was officially advised of the fact under date of 
6th of March Ulto: & that a Doctor Brainard had been appointed in your stead: by another letter 
dated the 27th March, I  
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was informed that Doctor B. had declined, & that Mr. Richard S. Elliott was appointed in his 
place. Mr. Elliott (the bearer of this communication) yesterday reported in person to this office, 
& will proceed immediately to the Bluffs to enter upon the duties of his office, to whom you will 
please to turn over such public funds & property as may be in your possession, for which he will 
of course render you the usual vouchers. 
Jno B. Luce Esq Very respectfully 
Council Bluffs S. Agy Yr Mo Ob St 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 18, 1843 
You will, on receipt hereof, take immediate measures for the arrest of the Messers who are 
charged with the murder of certain Ioways; agreeably to instructions from the Department which 



you will find in the enclosed copy of letter from the Comr. of Indn Affairs, dated the 9" instant, 
& report the result of your proceedings to this office as early thereafter as practicable.  
Very respectfully 
W. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert, Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis June 15, 1843 
Tour several communications of the 31" Ulto: have been duly received. Agreeably to your 
desire, I have made out, & herewith enclose to you the accounts of Mr Chouteau Jr & Co. 
amounting to $36.38 the balance of the $4O they have placed to your credit. 
I also' enclose the statement of your a/cs by the 2" Auditor,, which you were pleased to send me, 
& have this day forwarded your letter of explanation to Mr. Lewis. I have offered such remarks 
myself as will Intrust enable the Auditor to pass the heavy items suspended; in order to effect 
this, I deemed it advisable to accompany my remarks with the extract from my letter to the Comr 
of Ind, Affrs & the copy of his reply. 
To obviate any objection to the accounts herewith, I have stated on their face, that the articles are 
included in my general contract, with P. Chouteau Jr & Co, Very respectfully, Yr Mo Obt Svt 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind S Agt Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sirs S Louis June 16" 1843  
Tour duplicate receipts for the Winnebago provisions for this year, were handed to me a few 
days ago by Mr. J. B. Sarpy of this city, to whom they would appear to have been sent by Mr. 
Dousman—Whey they were not forwarded by you direct to this office, together with the bills of 
lading, as requested by my letter to you of the 18" April Ultos I am unable to conjecture. I have 
now to ask, that you will certify & forward the bills of lading to this office, immediately after the 
receipt of this communication. You must be aware that the detention of the bills of lading puts it 
out of my power to settle with the contractors for transportation. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully 
Ind S Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Prairie Du Chien (Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs   
Sir; S Louis June 21, 1843 
Your letter of the 17th Inst: detailing the nature of the difficulties which had arisen between Mr. 
Cooper, and yourself, concerning the Sub Agency house & premises, has been received. You 
were clearly right in contending for the ownership of the property, on behalf of the United States; 
and as I have heard many complaints against Mr. Cooper, I highly approve of the course which 
you propose to adopt, viz: —his removal from the Indian Country so soon as his existing permit 
shall have expired; or even sooner, should his future conduct make it necessary to resort to such 
a measure.     I am Sir respectfully 



R. S. Elliott Esq Yr Mo Ob Sv 
U. S. Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs     
Sir. S Louis, June 21, 1843 
Your several letters of the 5" & 17" Inst: have been received. The various subjects upon which 
you ask information and instructions, will be promptly attended to: as some of the matters 
however will have to be submitted to the Comr of Ind. Affr some time will necessarily elapse 
before satisfactory answers can be furnished from this office. 
R. S. Elliott Esq Very respectfully &c 
U. S. S. Ind Agy (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Sup Ind Aff 
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Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis June 29, l843 
I have this day received your two communications of the 6" of May Ulto & 9" June Instant. With 
regard to the first, which contains a list of articles for the Sac farm & Smith's shop, I consider 
that it has been superceded by the list made out by you when last here, apart of the articles 
embraced in which, you have already received, & the balance are put up, & will be forwarded by 
the Companys boat. 
As to the Indian said to be crippled by Mr. Cockran, it was, according to your shewing, a mere 
accident, and moreover the Indian was in a place where he had no right to be under the existing 
laws of this  
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state. And as it respects the half breed Sacs who are said to have sold their lands &cc they had a 
clear right to do so, under the authority of an act of Congress bearing upon that special 
reservation; I therefore consider it a private matter between the parties concerned, & one with 
which the Dept. has no concern hence I can see no necessity for your visiting Burlington for the 
purpose you state. Very respectfully 
W. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs. 
Sir: S Louis July 1, 1843 
Mr George Simpson, a citizen of this place applied at this office a few days since, for a license to 
trade with the Arrapahos and other Indians on the Arkansas river. 
The license was made out, & the bond furnished, but it appears he took away the bond from the 
office, and never called for the license. I have since understood that he has already started with 
out any authority whatever to trade in the Indian country. If such is the ease, it is fair to presume 
that he intends to violate the intercourse law, & wishes to avoid the penalties of the bond. He will 



no doubt pass out in the Santa Fe trade, & consequently go near your Agency; if so I have to 
request that you will keep a sharp lookout for him & his party, and proceed against them as the 
law directs. Respectfully Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind. Agt. Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis July 5th 1843 
It appears, that on the 21st November last, your predecessor seized a quantity of goods belonging 
to Pearson & Cooper; under the belief that they were about being sold, or had been sold to 
persons who intended to sell them to the Potawatomies without authority, or license to trade. 
The suspicion, I do not consider sufficient to justify the seizure, When the trade and intercourse 
act is violated it is time enough to enforce its penalties; I have therefore to request that you will 
deliver, or cause to be delivered the goods that were thus seized, holding them responsible for the 
manner in which they are traded. 
Richd S. Elliott Esq Respectfully Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff  
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 6" 1843 
By a letter, this day received from the Comr of Indn Affairs, I am notified that the Osage Sub 
Agency has been transferred to the S Louis Super-intendency. 
All your official business will, hereafter be transacted through this office. Such instructions as 
may be deemed necessary will be furnished in due time. Respectfully Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Robt A. Callaway Esq (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Sub Agt Supb Ind Aff 
Osage Sub Agency 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs   
Sirs S Louis July 13" 1843 
By the steam boat "Anega" I send up an Indian woman, supposed to be a Potawatomie belonging 
to the Council Bluffs, 
This woman was picked up by some of our troops in Florida, and the circumstances reported to 
the War Dept. I was ordered to ascertain (if possible) her place of residence, & send her home. It 
may be that I am wrong in sending her to the Bluffs; if so, I have to request that you will 
endeavour to ascertain the tribe to which she belongs, and have her sent home at the expense of 
the Govt. I would also thank you to learn her history, how she came to be in Florida &cc. & 
report all the facts to this office. 
Richd S Elliott Esq - Respectfully Yr Ob S 
Ind S Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Indn Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 



Sir: S Louis July 15, 1843 
I have received your letter of the 30th Ulto: covering your statement of funds for June, and an 
account in favor of Mr. John A. Hardin for services and horse hire during your late excursion for 
the purpose of removing trespassers from the Potawatomie lands. 
You inform me in the letter referred to; that you have drawn upon me for the amount of Mr. 
Hardins account) on this subject I am glad to have the opportunity this early to advise you, that 
drafts in this office will in no instance be honoured, unless previously authorized; a contrary 
course could only result in embarrassing myself and the holder, as it might frequently happen 
that I would be drawn upon under heads of service for which no funds were at my command. 
Whenever drafts are authorized by this office, receipts in due form are made out for the  
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amount, which are expected to be signed & returned when the drafts are negotiated. 
As the contingent funds for the last half year will shortly be placed in your hands, you can then 
take the usual voucher from Mr. H. & charge it in your regular accounts; the account of Mr. 
Hardin is accordingly herewith returned. I expect to send up the whole of the funds for your Sub 
Agency on the next trip of the "Onega", together with the corn, steel tools, salt &cc.  
Very respectfully 
Richd. S. Elliott, Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt   (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind S Agt Supt Ind. Affrs 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 15, 1843 
Your several letters of the 18" & 25" Ulto: together with your cash accounts & property return 
for the 2" quarter of this year, were on yester-day received at this office.  Your accounts & 
return, after the usual examination have been this day transmitted to the office of the Comr of 
Indian Affairs. I have strongly recommended that, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, 
the Dept. sanction vouchers 13 & 14, of Abstract 2 being the purchase of oxen & waggon of 
yourself for the Pawnees, but I must in candour say to you, that I have some doubts on the 
subject. 
I perceive from no. 4 of your abstract of current expenses, that you have applied a portion of 
your contingent fund to the purchase of tobacco as presents for the Omahas; this cannot be 
sanctioned, and will, no doubt, be disallowed; and here I will take occasion once for all to 
caution you, on no account hereafter, to divert or apply a part of funds remitted for a specific 
object, to any other purposes, however well intentioned, than those for which the remittance was 
made. Any departure from the course will only result in embarrassing your accounts, and perhaps 
drawing upon you the censure of the Departments       Vevy respectfully I am Sir 
Danl Miller Esq Y Mo Ob Sv 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert.Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 22, 1843 



By a letter this day received from the Comr of Indian Affairs., I am informed that you have 
neglected to file the bond required by the Department for the faithful disbursement of all public 
moneys 
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that may be placed in your hands. I have to request that you will immediately explain the cause 
of this omission, and if a bond has not been executed, you will have it done without delay in the 
sum of Ten thousand dollars &  transmitted to this office. 
Robt. A. Callaway Esq Very respy 
Ind. Sub. Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell, Sup Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs         
Sir: S Louis July 24, 1843 
I am informed that Sundry persons in the employment of Sibille and Adams (or the Company to 
which they belong) have left this place with a number of pack mules; and that the object is to 
leave the Missouri at Fort Osage with whiskey to be traded in the Indian Country; probably in 
the river Platte. I have to request that you will keep a vigilant look out for them; and if found 
engaged in any such nefarious attempt, have them prosecuted to the extent of the law. You have 
already done yourself much credit by your strict, & prompt attention to business, and I trust that 
in this, and all other occasions you will give increased evidence of your zeal in the public cause. 
Very respectfully 
R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs     
Sir: S Louis July 25th l843 
Understanding that Mr. Laidlaw would leave some where about the l" of August* I have 
concluded that this will be the most favourable opportunity for you to proceed to your Agency, 
and resume your important duties. As you are intimately acquainted with the whole vast range of 
country, comprised within the Upper Missouri Agency, it is deemed unnecessary to direct, or 
recommend the route best to pursue—The great object in reestablishing the Upper Missouri 
Agency (as you are well aware) was the suppression of the Whiskey trade; and wherever you can 
hear of its being traded, concealed, or suspected of being in the neighbourhood, there will be the 
place where your presence will be required. After making diligent inquiries amongst the traders* 
and others from the Upper Missouri. I am pleased to learn that much has been done towards the 
attainment of the  
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humane object which the Department had in views at the same time I am free to confess, that in 
my opinion still more might have been accomplished. You state positively that there was 
whiskey traded in the country at several different points. Now it occurs to me that you might, and 
ought to have obtained positive proof of the fact; such as would have justified a revocation of the 



offenders license, a confiscation of his goods, together with his expulsion from the country.  
Evidence which you may be able to obtain of an [?] character will not be deemed worthy of 
consideration Get such proof as cannot be questioned* & then proceed promptly, and fearlessly 
to discharge your duty by enforcing all the penalties of the intercourse law; this, the Department 
expected when the appointment was made. You will be allowed Six hundred dollars this year to 
be expended in the purchase of tobacco, ammunition, knives &cc. as presents to the Indians.  
This sum tho' small, if judiciously disposed of, will enable you to do much goods and great care 
should be taken to apply it in the most efficient manner; & to cover of course those things 
already had. During the present season the Sioux have committed many depredations 
of a serious character upon our frontier tribes, Omahas, Pawnees &cc. I would wish you to 
endeavour to impress it upon them, that the Indians on the frontier are under the special care & 
protection of the United States Government, that their Great father has by his word guaranteed to 
protect them against their enemies, and that a blow struck upon them is felt by their Great father 
as much as if his white children were struck. You will embrace every opportunity that may occur 
to keep this office informed of your movements, and all matters of importance that may from 
time to time transpire in the Country.       Very respectfully 
Major A Drips Yr Mo Ob Sv 
U. S. Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind. Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind, Affairs     
Sir, S Louis July 29, 1843 
I have placed in charge of F. Steel Esqr on board the wGenl. Brook" Twenty one thousand two 
hundred and eighty five 30/100 dollars. --namely--$15,005.30--in specie and $6,280--in bills of 
the Bank of Missouri, on ac-count of annuities, current expenses & treaty stipulations at your 
Agency for the current year, corresponding with the two sets of duplicate receipts herewith 
enclosed, which you will do me the favor to sign and return on the delivery of the funds. I have 
adopted this course in order  
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to lessen expenses, & avoid the necessity of ordering you down here. 
With regard to the $4,500 deposited to your credit in the Bank of Mo. and for which you say you 
have not recd the Cashier's certificate, I have to inform you that by a recent arrangement they do 
not give any, but simply credit the amount to the person in whose favor the deposite is made, 
subject to his check. Could it be obtained, it would have been sent in the first instance. 
Be pleased to certify & return to me, the enclosed bills of lading for the funds.  
Very respectfully 
Major Amos J. Bruce Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff Since writing the above the money has been placed in the hands of Capt. 
Throckmorton. Up to this time no further instructions have been reed relative to the distribution 
of the goods. 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs      
Sirs S Louis, July 29, 1843 



The funds being now ready for the annuities for the current year, & the current expenses & treaty 
stipulations of the half year ending 30th Ultos I have to request that you will repair to this place 
as soon after the receipt of this communication as practicable, in order to receive the funds for 
your Sub Agency. As the money is all deposited in the Bank of Missouri, you will have no 
difficulty about drafts this time. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully, Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sirs S Louis August 1" 1843  
The necessary funds for the payment of the present year!s annuities, and current expenses, 
having been received. I have to request that you will repair to S Louis with as little delay as 
practicable for the purpose of receiving the money applicable to your Agency. The funds being 
all deposited in the Bank of Missouri, you will meet with none of the trouble or delay which 
agents have been so often subjected to. Very respectfully, Yr Mo Ob Sv 
Major John Beach (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Agent Supt Ind. Aff 
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Office Supert. Indn Affairs      
Sirs S Louis August 1, 1843 
Enclosed you will find a letter for Agent Beach5 requiring him to repair to S Louis, for the 
purpose of receiving the Sac & Fox annuity funds— which I will thank you to have forwarded to 
him by the earliest opportunity. 
By the Steamer "Genl Brooke" which left here a few days since, I forwarded the necessary funds 
for the S Peter's Agency; and by the same conveyance I instructed Sub Agt Lowry to come down 
and receive the Winnebago annuities in this place.    Very respectfully 
Gov John Chambers Y Mo Ob Sv 
Iowa Tery (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. Indn Affairs      
Sir: S Louis August 1, 1843 
Enclosed herewith, be pleased to find blank duplicate receipts for $582,563 the amount allowed 
for the current expenses of your superintendency for the first half of this year, for which, do me 
the favor to draw on me at sights & at the same time return the receipts above mentioned with 
your official signature. Very respectfully I am Sir 
Govr Jnos Chambers Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Burlington (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Iowa Tery Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, August 1, 1843  



The funds for the parent of Indian Annuities & current expenses having been recd for the present 
year; you are authorized to draw on me at sight for $682.50 Six hundred & eighty two 50/lOO 
dollars. 
Please sign the enclosed blank receipts, and return them as soon as convenient to this office.      
Very respectfully 
His Excellency Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Gov. J. D. Doty (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Madison W. T. Supt. Ind. iff 
  
[Page 247] 
 
Sir, 
Office Supert.  Indian Affairs S Louis August 2, 1843 
I received/this morning's mail three contracts made by Major Davis with Jno. Cummins & Mr. 
David W. Smilser for the furnishing and delivery of certain stock for the Wabash Potawatomies, 
in which I find it specified that they shall be delivered within forty two days from the date of the 
contracts (3 July Ulto:) Now. As Major Davis has been removed & his successor not yet heard 
from, the contractors may experience great inconvenience, & perhaps loss, unless some person 
be appointed to act in the premises, I have accordingly to direct that you proceed to the Sugar 
Creek Settlement as soon after this reaches you as may be practicable then receive the Stock 
referred to, provided they be in all respects conformable to the terms of the contract; grant to the 
contractors the necessary certificates, & issue the stock to the Indians taking therefor the usual 
duplicate receipts. Major Davis will of course furnish you with duplicates of the contracts, on 
which it may be well to endorse the certificates referred to. I regret that the urgency of the case 
makes it necessary for me to impose this additional duty upon you. Very respectfully 
Maj R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind. Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Sup Ind. Aff 
P. S. The money to pay the contractors is in my hands. 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir; S Louis August 3, 1843 
I take this opportunity to inform you that I leave St Louis on the 10" insts for the Council Bluffs. 
In order to save expenses to the Govern-ment, and to facilitate the payment of the present year's 
annuities, I have determined to take up most of the funds required for the Missouris those for the 
Fort Leavenworth Agency will be included. 
I expect to be at Chouteau's landing about the l4" or 15" of the present months at which time and 
place I have to request that you will meet me for the purpose of receiving the money intended for 
your disbursements. 
Maj. R. W. Cummins Very respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Ob Sv 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Aff 
 
Circular 
Sir, 



The enclosed copy of a communication yesterday received from the Comr of Indn Affairs, is 
furnished for your information & governments and I trust that the several reports called for by 
the paragraph of the regulations referred to, will be promptly furnished by you at the period 
indicated. You will please to make known its import to the several Teachers & Missionaries 
within your Sub Agency, in order that they also may comply with its requests. 
R. W. Cummins, Agt 
Danl Miller   " 
W. P. Richardson, Sub Agt 
R. S. Elliott      " 
Jno. Zugenfus      " 
Robt A. Calloway   "  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs S Louis August 4,  l843 
Very respectfully Yr Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Affrs 
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Circular Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sirs S Louis August 4,  l843  
By a letter from the Comr of Indn Affairs, dated the 25" Ultimo, I am directed to require, that 
when the Indians of your Agency shall be assembled to receive their present year's annuity, you 
will propose to, and urge upon them, the expediency of having their annuity for 1844 paid in 
goods suitable in kind & quality to their wants & condition. By such an arrangement they will 
receive goods of a better quality, and at prices incomparably lower than those they pay at 
present. To use the words of the Comr in the letter above referred to, The Agent "must not stop at 
a case refusal, but use argument & persuasion to the last, regardless of any extraneous influence 
that may be attempted to be used against the measure. The Department is fully impressed with 
the belief that it is in most instances in the power of the Agent to accomplish this end, if he use 
the proper exertions to do so." 
You will be careful to ascertain the particular kind of goods the Indians desire, & transmit a list 
of the same with your report. 
R. W. Cummins Agent Very respectfully 
Danl. Miller  " Yr Mo Obt Svt 
W. P. Richardson Sub Agt        (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
R. S. Elliott     " Supt Ind Aff 
Jno Zugenfus      " Robt A. Callaway   " 
  
Circular Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir, S Louis, August 4, 1843 
For the purpose of obtaining the necessary data for the publication of the biennial register 
required by law, you will furnish  
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thro' this office, on the 30 Sept. proxos a statement agreeably to the annoted diagram, of all 
persons employed within your Agency,  specifying the names, off ice, place of birth, where 
stationed, and Salary. 
No excuse will be admitted for a non compliance with this requisition. 
R. W. Cummins Agent Very respectfully 
Danl Miller   " Yr Mo Obt Svt 
W. Pe Richardson Sub Agt        (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
R. S. Elliott     " Supt Ind Affr 
Jno. Zugenfus    " Robt A. Callaway   " 
Diagram above referred to — Statement of persons employed with the Agency on 30" Sept 1843: 
Place of Birth 
Name Office    Where Stationed  Dollars Cts   per annum 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis August 4, 1843 
The enclosed circular is forwarded for your information and government,  and that of the 
Teachers & Missionaries within you Agency, to whom you will be pleased to make known its 
contents. 
R. W. Cummins Agt Very respectfully 
Danl Miller   " Yr Mo Ob Sv 
W. P. Richardson Sub Agt        (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
R. S. Elliott    " Supt Ind. Aff 
Jno Zugenfuss    " 
Robt A. Callaway  " 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir, S Louis , August 17, 1843 
On the 24"  Ulto: the Superintendent wrote to the Department concerning the instructions 
relative to the distribution of this year's Annuity goods, which were promised in the 
Commissioner's letter of 17" June last. A let-ter has been this moment received in reply, from 
which I extract the con-cluding paragraph to relieve your anxiety on this subject. 
Extract. War Department 
 
Office Indian Affairs 
Sir: August 8, 1843 
"With regard to the instructions promised in my letter of 17" June last, relative to the distribution 
of the annuity goods, it was only my intention to give them should any be necessary,  
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but I do not see that anything of the kind is required beyond what is pointed out by the 
regulations and former instructions." 
D. D. Mitchell Esq (Signed T. Hartly Crawford 
The temporary absence of the Supert. on official duty procures me the honor of making you this 
communication. 
Amos J. Bruce, Ind. Agt Very respectfully Yr Mo Ob Sv 



Danl Miller    " (Signed) John Haverty 
W. P. Richardson Ind S Agt Clk Ind Office 
Robt A. Callaway   " 
 
Office Supert Inds Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sept 1, 1843 
The absence of the Supert of Ind. Affairs on official duty, devolves upon me the honor of 
enclosing herewith copies of two communications this day received from the Comr of Indn 
Affairs, having reference to an apprehended conspiracy between the Mamon propht Jos Smithy 
and certain Potawat-omie Chiefs. 
I also enclose a copy of the Commissioner's letter to the Supert. which it is presumed, will supply 
the place of the instructions the latter has been directed to give you on the subject. As a 
knowledge of the fact may tend to gratify the Indians of your Sub Agency. I have to inform you, 
that a letter was/yesterday received from the Comr of Indian Affairs, advising that a remittance 
of three thousand dollars will be immediately made to reimburse them for the payment made on 
account of their Mill out of their last year's annuity. 
Richd S Elliott Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Sert 
Council Bluffs S Agy (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind. Office 
  
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sir S Louis Sepr 1, l843 
A letter has been just received from the Comr of Indian Affairs covering copies of 
communication from Gov. Chambers & Genl H. King of Iowa Tery. in relation to an 
apprehended conspiracy between the Mamons & certain Pota-watomie Chiefs, and directing that 
copies be prepared & forwarded to you, together with special instructions on the subject. As the 
Supert is now absent on duty, I enclose for your government, a copy of the Commissioner's 
letter, which it is presumed, will serve in lieu of the Instructions the the Superb has been directed 
to give you. 
Jno Zugenfus Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind S Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Aff 
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Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sepr 1, 1843 
A letter has been this day received from the Comr of Ind: Affairs covering copies of 
communications from GOVR Chambers & Genl H. King of Iowa Tery in relation to an 
apprehended conspiracy between the Mamons & certain Potawatomie Chiefs, & directing one set 
to be sent to Sub agent Elliott at the Council Bluffs & another to be prepared & forwarded to Mr. 
Zugenfus the Osage River Sub Agent. These directions have been complied with, but having 
reason to believe that Mr. Z. has not yet reached his sub agency, I have also deemed it prudent to 
furnish you with a set, which you will be pleased to find enclosed, as your proximity to these 



Indians will enable you to see to their movements, & to ascertain the probable truth or false hood 
of the alleged conspiracy. 
Will you be kind enough to show the enclosed to Major Mitchell should he come across you 
either when going to or returning from the Osage River Sub Agency.  
With great respect I am Sir 
Major R. W. Cummins Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sept 4, 1843 
A letter was received at this office on yesterday, disapproving your nomination of, & returning 
your contract with, Mr. L. W. Platt, a copy of which you will find herewith enclosed, together 
with the contract therein referred to. 
Your nomination of Mr. Jno Varnhorn, as Blacksmith for the Omahas has been approved. 
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Danl Miller Esq Yr Mo Ob Sert 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Council Bluffs Agy Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs       
Sir: S Louis, Sept 9, 1843 
I enclose herewith, a copy of a letter this day received from the Comr of Ind, Affairs, in answer 
to the application of the Teachers of the Christian & Munsee Indians, for a portion of the 
civilization fund to and in the erection of their school house. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agent Yr Mo Ob Sv  
(Signed) Jno Havery 
Clk Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sep 22, 1843 
Your letter of the 8th Inst. has just been received, and agreeably to your request, I herewith 
enclose copies of their account paid to Jno Hinkle on your requisition, and of one paid to Capt. 
Griffiths of S. Bert Chippewa. 
If any other payments have been made to Mr. Hinkle, they must have been made by Major 
Pilcher, none of whose vouchers remain in the files of this office. The Supert. has not yet 
returned, nor do I expect him before the end of the month. Very respectfully Yr Mo Ob Svt 
David Lowry Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind S Ag Clk Ind Off 
Prairie du Chien 
  
Office Supert. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis October 3" 1843 



I forward to you by Mr. Picotte, four medals, one of which you will give to the Chief who 
surrendered his British one; the other three you will exchange with the most influential of the 
chiefs in lieu of the British ones said to be in their possession. You will, by the first opportunity, 
forward to this office these that shall be surrendered, in order that, agreeably to the instructions 
of the Department, they may be sent to Washington. 
Major Andrew Drips Very respectfully 
U. S. Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Upper Missouri Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, October 6" 1843 
I have reason to believe that the person appointed to the Osage River Sub Agency, will not enter 
upon the discharge of his duties. It is also, very uncertain when his successor will be appointed: 
in the mean time the winter season is fast approaching, and the Indians of that Sub Agency 
remain unpaid. 
After much reflection upon the subject, I have able to adopt no better plan than that of requiring 
you to make the payment. I hope the payments within your own Agency will all be made by the 
time this reaches you, so that you will be prepared to leave immediately for this place, to receive 
the necessary funds for that purpose; and should an opportunity occur, it would be well to notify 
the Indians as to the time when the payments could probably be made.  
Very respectfully Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Ind Agent Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis. October 11, 1843 
Your letters of the 26 & 28" Sept Ulto: were yesterday received at this office, together with your 
cash accounts & property returns for the 3" quarter of this year; the latter, after the usual 
examination here, have been transmitted to the office of the Comr of Indn Affairs. I would not be 
surprised however, should your property return be sent back, inasmuch as you have gone aside 
from the letter of the regulations, by omitting to insert the several articles of property as therein 
required. See form no 8. Revised regulations no.  
I have likewise forwarded to the 2" audr the certificate of the delivery of the articles to the Ottoes 
& Pawnees' purchased from Mr. Sarpy last fall (having first inserted the articles & prices) 
together with Lunt Carlton's letter on the subject. The leave of absence requested by your letter 
of the 28" Ulto: for forty days, is hereby granted to you, to commence on the 25" of the current 
month under present circumstances it is expedient that your absence should be as brief as 
possible, should you therefore be able to dispatch your business at an earlier period, you will 
return to your post without waiting the expiration of this leave. - You will please report your 
return to this office, & at the same time inform me to what post office letters for you shall in 
future be directed. Very respectfully I am Sir 
Daniel Miller Esq Yr Mo Ob Servt 
Ind Agt (Signed) D. D. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Aff 



  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Oct 20, 1843 
By a letter this day recd from the Gomr of Indn Affr the Supert is directed to advertise for 
proposals for the next year's supply of provisions for the Winnebagoes & Sioux. 
In the absence of the Supert: I have to request that you will please to furnish this office with a 
statement of the amt, you may deem it expedient to have invested in flour, pork, corn &ec, as it 
is upon such data only an advertisement can be properly based. It is desirable that this 
information be furnished as early as practicable.  
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) John Haverty Clk Ind Office 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs  
Sir: S Louis October 23, 1843 
Your letter of the 11th Inst. has been just received: the Supt is at present absent, but before his 
departure, he made the necessary arrangements to honor your draft for the funds you refer to, 
should it be presented, Xou will be pleased accordingly to sign & return to this office the 
enclosed duplicate receipt for $3956.63, and to draw on him at the same time, at sight, for the 
amount. 
The money has been on hand here since the 7" of last month, awaiting your requisition, 
agreeably to the letter of instructions addressed by the Comr of Ind. Affr to Gov Chambers on 
the 22 August last, an extract from which I subjoin— 
 
Extract War Dept; Office of Ind Affr 
Sir: Aug 22, 1843 
Accordingly the sum of $3956.62 being the amount of Mr. Lowry's esti-mate for arrearage of 
1841 & 1842, transmitted under date of 12" April last, will forthwith be remitted to Mr. Mitchell 
Supt Ind Affrs at S Louis; and you will please so to inform the Sub Agent & Mr. Bass, and that 
the former's requisition on the Supt, will be duly honoured." His Excelly Jno Chambers        
(Signed) T. Hartly Crawford 
Were it not for the foregoing instructions, you would have been long since written to on the 
subject from this office. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Turkey River Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Off 
 
Office Supt Ind Affairs       
Sir; S Louis, Nov 8, 1843 
A letter has been this day received at this office from the Acting Comr of Ind Affairs in relation 
to certain vouchers in your three quarters ac-counts which are said to require your certificate of 
which letter, as there-in instructed I have the honor herewith to enclose you a copy. If you have 



not triplicates of the vouchers referred to, the duplicates- on file here can be sent to you, if 
required. 
When paying the Ottawas their annuity, I will thank you to inform No-tin-no, their chief, that his 
letter of the 4"  Ultimo was received here on the 5" Instant, and that it shall be laid before the 
Supert directly he takes charge of the office. No-tin-no, like the Kickapoos in your own case, 
thinks that his business has been neglected by his sub agent and the superintendent; but in this he 
does both Major Davis D Mitchell great injustice; for to my knowledge the Department has been 
written to repeatedly both by Major Pilcher & Mr. Mitchell on the subject of the ploughs claimed 
by the Ottawas, but without producing any other result than an assurance that the matter would in 
due time be investigated. 
Major R. W. Cummins Respecy &c 
(Signed) John Haverty, Clk Ind Off 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis Nov 10, 1843 
Your nominating, and contract with, Jas W. Cleghorn as Pawnee Interpreter have been approved 
by the Comr of Indn Affairs, under date of the 21st October Ulto.  
Very respectfully I am Sir 
Daniel Miller Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Plattsburgh, Mo, Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Novr 22, 1843 
I have the honour herewith to enclose to you, copies of two communications this day received 
from the Comr of Indn Affairs, the one to the secretary of War with a copy of his endorsement 
thereon, & the other to the undersigned; from the tenor of which it would appear to be the wish 
of the Department that the late Supert Major Mitchell should continue to discharge the duties of 
the office until the 1" of January next. I hasten to make this communication, in the hope that it 
may reach you in time to prevent any inconvenience to yourself.     
With great respect I am Sir 
Thomas H. Harvey Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Waverly Saline Co. (Signed) John Haverty 
Mo. Clk Ind Off 
  
Office Supert Ind, Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 9, 1843 
The Commissioner of Indian Affairs under date of the 28" Ultimo, has approved your 
nomination of Mr. Abram Hays as Asst. Smith for the Pawnees. 
Danl Miller Esqr Very respectfully, Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Agent             (Signed) John Haverty, Clk: Ind Office 
  
Office Supert Ind Affrs 
Sir: S Louis January 2nd 1843 



Your several communications relating to the discovery of ardent spirits in the possession of 
Traders on the River Platte have been received. As the trade and intercourse laws on that subject 
furnish you well all the authority which has been deemed necessary for the Suppression of the 
illegal traffic in the Indian Country, it only remains for you to see that these laws are rigidly 
enforced; in this, and all other cases of a similar character. I have thought however that the Dept. 
might consider some special orders necessary in 
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this case, and have accordingly submitted the matter for the consideration & action of the War 
Department. 
Major A. Drips Very respectfully 
U. S. Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Servt 
(Signed) D. D. Mitchell Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 18" 1844. 
Joshua Carpenter Esqr having been appointed sub agent for the Osages, and having gone on to 
enter upon the discharge of his duties as such; you will turn over to him as your successor in 
office, all public moneys property, books, papers &cc. in your possession, & take from him the 
necessary receipts therefor. You will as early as practicable, make up, & forward your accounts 
through this office for final settlement. 
Robt A. Callaway Esq Very respectfully 
late Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) Tho H. Harvey Supt Ind Aff 
  
Circular 
Sir: 
You are hereby notified that I have entered upon the discharge of my duties as Supert. of Indn 
Affairs at this placei and you are accordingly required to address all you official correspondence,  
reports, returns &c to me as such. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Ind Agt Danl Miller       " W. P. Richardson Sub Agt Jonathan Philips " 
Joshua Carpenter  " Richd S Elliott   " 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs S Louis Jany 4, 1844 
Very respectfully Yr Mo Ob Svt (Signed) Thos H Harvey Sup Ind Affrs 
  
[Page 257] 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs    
Sirs S Louis January 22, 1844 
The enclosed circular is communicated for your information, and I have to request that in your 
future correspondence with the Department you will observe its instructions.        
Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Osage Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H Harvey 
Supt Ind Affr 



 
Office Supert Indn Affairs      
Sirs S Louis January 22, 1844 
The enclosed circular is communicated for your information: and I have to request that in your 
future correspondence with the Department, you will observe its instructions.        
Very respectfully 
Jonathan Phillips Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
West Port, Mo. Ind Sub Agt 
  
Office Supert. Indn Affairs 
Sirs S Louis January 22, 1844 
I have this day received a letter from your predecessor, Mr. Callaway, dated the 24" Ulto: in 
which he reports to me that he has revoked the license granted by him to P. Chouteau Jr & Co. to 
trade within the Osage Sub Agency, on the grounds that their Agents Messrs Papin & Girand had 
improperly interfered with his duties, and that they had violated the conditions of their license by 
trading at a point not therein designated. 
I have also received a letter from Major Graham, the officer Comg Fort Scott. enclosing one 
addressed to him by the Osage chiefs,, in which they complain that Mr. Callaway had removed 
their smiths and reinstated in their stead an obnoxious person named Mathews, contrary to their 
wishes and consent. Having recently issued a license to the above named company to trade for 
one year at two points therein specified, before I was made aware of the difficulties existing 
between their agents and Mr. Callaway, and wishing to act under standingly in these matters, I 
have to request that you will, as early as practicable, make yourself acquainted with all the 
circumstances in both cases, and report the result to this office. 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Very respectfully I am Sir, Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Ag, Osage Sub Agency     (Signed) Thos H. Harvey, Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 22, l844 
I have received your letter dated S Louis 31. Dec 43  in which you inform me of your 
appointment as Sub Agent for the Osages, and that you should if necessary draw upon me for a 
quarter's salary; with regard to the latter matter, it is proper to set you right at the outset by 
informing you that Agents and Sub Agents are strictly forbidden to draw either on this office or 
that at Washington unless previously authorized to do so;--a contrary practice could not fail to 
produce great embarrassment, as it might so happen that funds under the proper heads would not 
be in my hands to answer such drafts. 
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You will be pleased to state to me on receipt hereof, at what time it will be most desirable for the 
Osages to receive the balance of their last year's annuity,—how much will be required for the 
pay of Blacksmiths & strikers, and Millers and their assistants for the Half year ending 31 Dec 
last and how much for the purchase of agricultural implonents and Stock. I should also wish to 
be informed how much money could be procured within your Sub Agency by authorized drafts 
on me at Sight. 



Joshua Carpenter Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agent Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) Thos H. Harvey Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Superb Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 23, 1844 
As requested by your letter of the 29 Ultimo. I have caused the books of this office to be 
examined, and have found contracts recorded with the following named individuals as 
Blacksmiths and Strikers for the Potawatomies of the Osage River Sub Agency,  viz: 
June 1 1840 Robert Simmerwell   as Blacksmith 
Do John Leib as Asst. Do. 
June 1, 1839        Robert Wilson       as Smith 
June 1, " Andrew Fuller       as Asst. 
"  1," Jesse King as Smith 
Whether any of the foregoing persons were employed during the last year, I have no means of 
ascertaining from any thing on file here. I would however observe that from Major Davis' 
abstract 4th Qr l842 it appears that Robt Simmerwell and Robert Wilson were paid by him as 
Blacksmiths, and William A. Simmerwell and Michael Nedeau as Asst Smiths; but with the two 
last named, there are no contracts of record. 
With regard to a Sub Agent for the Potawatomies, it seems from the Commissioner's letter of 24" 
of October last to my predecessor, that a Mr. Lewis Howell of Maryland recd the appointments 
but whether he accepted or note I have no means of knowing.  Very respectfully 
Major Richd W. Cummins Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Agy (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Sup Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis January 25, 1844 
I yesterday received a letter from the Comr of Indian Affairs, in which he states that a mistake 
was made in his letter of the 5" Inst, to me, in assigning you to the Osage Sub Agency; it appears 
that you  
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are appointed for the Osage River Sub agency, and Hector Bill Esqr for that of the Osages. You 
will accordingly consider my letter to you of the 27" Inst as cancelled; I will thank you however 
to hand it to Mr. Bell; as a part of his instructions should he call on you on his way to his sub 
agency. 
The funds for the 3" & 4" quarters of last year are now in my hands; those due to your Sub 
agency will be forwarded as early as the necessary arrangement can be made for that purpose. 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Ag Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Osage River Sub Agy (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs 



Sir: S Louiw June 25, 1844 
I am informed by a letter yesterday received from the Comr of Indian Affairs, that a mistake was 
made in his letter to me of the 5" Inst: in "stating" that Mr. Carpenter was the person appointed to 
succeed you in office; he, it appears, has been assigned to the Osage River Sub Agency, and 
Hector Bell Esq to the Osage Sub Agency. To the last named Gentleman on his arrival you will 
turn over the public funds, property book & papers in your possession & forward your final 
accounts thro this office for settlement. Your letters of the 24th & 31 Decr Ulto: have been duly 
received, and your [XXXX], together with your revocation of the license of P. Chouteau Jr 
& Co. forwarded for the action of the proper Department. 
Robt A. Callaway Esq Very respectfully- 
late Ind S Agt Yr Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) Tho H Harvey Supt Ind Affr 
 
His Excellency Office Superb. Ind Affairs 
Govr Jno Chambers S Louis January 27, 1844 
Burlington, I. T. 
Sir:    The funds for the current expenses of your Superintendency having recently been received 
for the 3" & 4" quarters of 1843, do me the favor to draw upon me at Sight for their amount 
($482.50) and at the same time to sign and return to this office the enclosed duplicate receipts 
therefor. The suspension of the navigation puts it out of my power to forward the funds to you 
direct.  I have the honor to be Sir 
Yr Mo Ob Svt (Signed) Tho H Harvey 
Supt Indn Affrs 
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Office Supert. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 30, 1844. 
The funds for the current expenses & fulfilment of treaty stipulations 
of your Agency for the 3" & 4" quarter of last year, having arrived; and also the remittance to 
meet your estimate in account of the transportation of Indian annuities for last year; you are 
hereby authorized to draw upon me at sight for their amt. ($2754.42) and at the same time to sign 
& re-turn to this office the three sets of duplicate receipts therefor, which you will find herewith 
enclosed. 
A portion of the remittance for the last half year, has been made in Treasury notes of the new 
issue, bearing only a nominal interest, & receivable in payment of all dues to the Treasury; 
Would not the public creditors within your Agency desire to receive a part of such? if so, please 
to inform me, and they can be accommodated. 
Major Jno. Beach Yery respectfully &cc 
Ind Agt. (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis January 30, 1844 
The funds for the current expenses and fulfilment of Treaty stipulations of your Sub Agency, for 
the 3" & 4" quarters of last year, having arrivedj and also, the remittance to meet your estimate 



on account of the transportation of last year's annuities for the Winnebagoes; you are hereby 
authorized & requested to draw upon me at sight for their amount ($11,613.98) and  
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at the same time to sign and return to this office the three sets of duplicate receipts which you 
will find herewith enclosed. 
You will perceive that I have included the forty cents remaining on the books of this office, of a 
former remittance; this sum you will apply to the contingent expenses of your Sub Agency. A 
portion of the remittance for the last half year, has been made in Treasury notes of the new issue, 
bearing only a nominal interest, & receivable in payment of all dues to the Treasury; Would not 
some of the public creditors within your Sub Agency desire to receive a part of such? If so, 
please to inform me and they can be accommodated. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Turkey River Sub Agy (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs   
Sir: S Louis, January 30, 1844 
The funds for the current expenses and fulfilment of Treaty Stipulations of your Agency, for the 
3" & 4" quarters of l843, having been received, you are hereby authorized to draw upon me at 
sight for their amount ($5,545) and at the same time, to sign and return to this office, the 
enclosed duplicate receipts therefor; or should you so prefer, on the return of the receipts the 
amount will be placed to your credit in the Bank of Missouri at this place. 
A portion of the remittance for the last half year, has been made in treasury notes of the new 
issue, bearing only a nominal interest, and receivable in payment of all public dues to the 
Treasury:—Would not some of the public creditors within your Agency desire to receive a part 
of them? 
If so, please inform me, and they can be accommodated. 
Major Amos J. Bruce Yery respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
S Peters Agency (Signed) Thos H Harvey 
Sup Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. Indian Aff 
Sirs S Louis January 30, 1844 
The funds for the current expenses & fulfilment of Treaty Stipulations of your Agency having 
arrived, you are hereby authorized & requested to draw upon me at sight for their amount 
($3535.) and at the same time to sign & return to this office the four sets of duplicate receipts 
therefor, which you will find herewith enclosed. 
A portion of the remittance for the last half year has been made in Treasury notes of the new 
issue, bearing only a nominal interest, & receivable in payment of all dues at the Treasury:--
Would not the public creditors within your Agency desire to receive a part of them? If so, please 
to inform me, and they 
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can be accommodated. 
Richd W. Cummins Very respectfully 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Fort Leavenworth Agency (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Superb Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 30, 1844 
The funds for the current expenses and fulfilment of treaty stipulations of your agency for the 3 
& 4"  quarters of l843, having arrived, you are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me 
at sight for the sum of Three thousand four hundred and forty five dollars ($3545) and at the 
same time, to sign and return to this office the four sets of duplicate receipts therefor, which you 
will find herewith enclosed, or, should you so prefer, the amount will be placed to your credit in 
the Bank of Missouri at this place. 
A portion of the remittance for the last half year, has been made in Treasury notes of the new 
issue, bearing only a nominal interest, and receivable in payment of all dues to the Treasury: 
Would not some of the public creditors within your Agency desire to receive a part of them? If 
so, please to inform me, and they can be accommodated. Danl Miller Esq. Ind Agt        Very 
respectfully &c Council Bluffs Agency        (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind; Affairs 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis January 30, 1844 
The funds for the current expenses & fulfilment of treaty stipulations of your sub agency having 
arrived you are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for their amount 
($910) for the 3" & 4" quarters of l843, and at the same time, to sign and return to this office the 
two sets of duplicate receipts therefor, which you Yfill find herewith enclosed. A portion of the 
remittance for the last half years has been made in Treasury notes of the new issue, bearing only 
a nominal interest & receivable in. payment of all public dues at the Treasury:—Would not the 
public creditors within your Sub Agency desire to receive a part of them? If so, please to inform 
me, and they can be accommodated, As you only claim two month's pay to include the 31 Dec 
Ulto: the balance under the head of "pay of Sub Agent" will remain in your hands, applicable to 
the four first months of this year:—you will also of course, only pay the Blacksmith & Asst for 
the time they actually rendered their services, reserving the balance for this year. The accounts 
you sent to me for your owm pay, & the stationery purchased by you, are herewith returned, to 
be paid out of the sum now authorized. While on the subject I will here remark, that you are 
strictly prohibited from drawing upon this office or that at Washington, under any circumstances, 
unless previously authorized to do so, as in the present case, A contrary practice would produce 
great inconvenience to the Department. 
Your letter of the 17" Inst; after having been recorded, was forwarded to the Comr of Indn 
Affairs for his decision upon the various matters embraced therein: his reply, when received, 
shall be promptly communicated to you. Very respectfully 
Jonathan Phillips Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 



Wyandot Sub Agy Sup Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 30, 1844 
The funds for the current expenses of your Sub Agency for the 3" & 4" quarters of 1843, having 
arrived, you are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for their amount 
($740)  and at the same time, to sign & return to this office the enclosed duplicate receipts 
therefor. A portion of the remittance for the last half year, has been made  
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in Treasury notes of the new issue, bearing only a nominal interest, and receivable in paynent of 
all dues to the Treasury:-—Would--not the public creditors within your Sub Agency desire to 
receive a part of them? If so, please to inform me, and they can be accommodated. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Sv 
Great Nemaha Sub Agy (Signed) Thos H. Harvey, Sup Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 30, 1844 
Tour nomination of, and contracts with Benjamin Stewart & E. P. Dorion as Blacksmith & 
Assistant, & with Saml, M. Irwin as Interpreter for the Ioways, have been approved, as I am 
informed by the Commissioner's letter of the 19th Inst.  
Very respectfully &cc 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) Thos EL Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt  Sup Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs    
Sir S Louis January 30th l844 
The remittance for the current expenses, & fulfilment of treaty stipulations within the Osage 
River sub agency having arrived for the 3" & 4” quarters of 1843, you are hereby authorized and 
requested to draw upon me for their amount ($1525) and at the same time to sign and return to 
this office the two sets of duplicate receipts therefor, which you will find herewith enclosed. 
A portion of the remittance has been made in Treasury notes of the new issues bearing only a 
nominal interest, & receivable at the Treasury in payment of all public dues:--Would not the 
public creditors within your Sub Agency desire to receive a part of such? If so, please to inform 
me and they can be accommodated. As the remittance under the head of "pay of Sub agent" will 
not be required for the purposes intended, in consequence of their having been no Sub Agent at 
your station during the 3" & 4"  quarters of last year, the amount will be applied by you as your 
own salary for the first half of the present year. Very respectfully 
Joshua Carpenter EsqrYr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Thos H Harvey 
Osage River Sub Agy Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feby 1, 1844 



A claim has been recently received at this office under cover of a letter from the Ioway Sub 
Agent I. P, Richardson, in favor of Mr. [?] Robidoux  
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against the Cherokees for horses said to have been stolen from him by some of their people on 
their return from Santa Fe in the fall of 1842. I send you herewith all the papers in the case, in 
order that you may give the necessary instructions to the Cherokee Agent to inquire into the 
merits of the claims in question. 
Major William Armstrong I have the honor to be Sir 
U. S. Supert. Ind. Affr        Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Choctaw Agency (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
via Forth Smith. Ark. Tery Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Febr 2, 1844 
I herewith enclose to you a copy of a communication yesterday received from the Comr of Ind: 
Affairs, in relation to the claim of Jos Robidoux against the Sacs of Mo. You will inform Mr. R. 
of its contents, & request him to prepare his claim without delay in the manner therein indicated; 
after which, you will forward it to this office with any remarks that you may deem necessary. It 
will be well also to ascertain., whether. in addition to the $500 which Mr. Robidoux 
acknowledges to have received, he did not also receive a portion of the Sac annuity goods in the 
fall of 1840, in part payment of his claim. 
Your letter of the 22" Nov last, in relation to the request of the Onger emigrants for permission to 
rendezvous in the Sac landsf & your own, to accompany them a part of the way on their route, 
has been submitted for the decision of the Department, which when received shall be 
immediately made known to you. Yery respectfully &c 
W. P. Richardson Esq (signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Ind S Agt Sup Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir; S Louis Feby 2, 1844 
Your letter of the 18" Ulto: addressed to my predecessor asking per-mission for a delegation of 
the Sacs of your Sub Agency to visit St Louis, is now before me, and in reply, I wish you to say 
to them, that I know of no useful purpose that could be answered by such a visit; my letter to you 
of this date, enclosing one from the Comr of Ind. Affairs of the 19" Ulto; will show that the 
matter of their back annuity & the claim of Mr. Robidoux are now placed in a proper train for 
final adjustment! and that there is no other; business of theirs as far as I am aware, that requires 
or could at all justify such a visit. I am accordingly constrained to deny their request. 
I have it in contemplation to visit each of the Agencies, & Sub agencies of this Superintendency 
during the ensuing summer, when I shall of course be  
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happy to see the Sacs, to hear what they may have to say, and to redress whatever may seem 
amiss, as far as it may be in my power. 



Wm. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) Thos H. Harvey Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Superb Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feb 2, 1844 
I herewith enclose a copy of the decision of the Department on the claims of Major Morgan & 
Lock. and of Catchamo, the Sac Indian, which will serve as a reply to your letter of the 15"  Ulto: 
The papers transmitted by you in support of these cases, are  also herewith enclosed to you. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Sert 
(Signed) Tho. H. Harvey Sup Ind. Affairs 
 
Circular Office Superb. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, February 5" 1844 
Information having been received by me, that efforts are now being made by white men to 
induce some individuals of the different Indian tribes to accompany them, with a collection of 
Buffaloes for the purpose of ex-hibiting in the states with a view no doubt of adding to the 
interest of the exhibition. Deeming the introduction of Indians into the States for such purpose, 
not only deleterious to the individuals themselves, but also, exceedingly pernicious to these 
people, when these stragglers return; I have to request that you will not only discountenance, but 
prohibit any of the Indians of your Agency from accompanying such adventurers. 
R. W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Danl Miller   " Yr Mo Obt Servt 
W. P. Richardson " Thos H. Harvey 
Richd A. Elliott ' Supt Ind Affrs 
Jonathan Phillips" Joshua Carpenter & the Osage Sub Agent 
 
Office Supert.  Ind. Affairs     
Sirs S Louis Feby 5, 1844 
The Sum of One hundred dollars having been this day recd from the Treasurer of the United 
States, to be applied to the current expenses of your Sub Agency under the head of "buildings at 
Agencies;" you  
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are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for that amount, and at the same 
time, to sign & return to this office, the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor.  
Very respectfully 
David Lowry Esq               Y Mo Ob Sv 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Turkey River Sub Agency Supt. Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir; S Louis Feb 8, 1844 



Tour letter of the 27" Ulto: in relation to blanks and an Agency house, has been received, and I 
have this day written to the Gomr of Ind. Affairs, reconmiending the allowance of a suitable sum 
for the erection of a comfortable building. His reply when received, shall be made known to you. 
With regard to the blanks, it is the practice of the Agents & sub-agent of this Superintendency, to 
rule their own abstracts, a/cs current & other forms, agreeably to those annexed to Revised 
regulations no. 3 of which you have been doubtless, furnished with a copy. I shall however, as 
soon as an opportunity offers, send you some blanks for common accounts, licenses & bonds, 
which will answer your purpose by crossing out the name in print, & inserting your own. 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Very respectfully 
Ind. Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) Tho H. Harvey Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis February 9, 1844 
The enclosed papers were received here on yesterday from some Dela-wares of your Agency; 
they, as you will perceive, make a strong complaint of the injustice which they think their people 
have sustained in the mode of paying out their annuities; stating that the matter has been 
controulled by a few interested chiefs for their own selfish purposes. In order to enable me to act 
understandingly in the matter, you will please at your earliest convenience, to make a report on 
the merits of the case, and to return therewith, to this office, the papers now enclosed. 
Major Richd W. Cummins Very respectfully 
Indian Agent Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) Thomas H. Harvey Supt Ind Affr 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feby 9, 1844 
Your several communications of the 23 & 29 Decr & 9" & 20" Ulto: together with your accounts 
for the 4"  quarter of last year, have been received; and the latter, after the usual examination, 
transmitted to the Comr of Indian Affairs. I have likewise forwarded to the Department such of 
your letters as seemed to require a reference, with a request that they be promptly acted upon; I 
have also advised that permission be given to you to purchase a small supply of provisions to 
meet the wants of the Ottoes, to be paid for out of their present year's annuity. You shall be duly 
notified of such decision as the Commissioner may come to upon the several matters referred. 
Daniel Miller Esq Very respectfully 
Ind. Agent Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) Tho H. Harvey Supt Ind. Affairs 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sirs S Louis Feb 17, l844. 
I enclose herewith an extract of a letter this day reed from the Comr of Ind, Affairs, on the 
subjects of the matters embraced in your letter of the 17" Ulto: by which you will see that the 
Wyandots not being entitled to agricultural implements under their treaty, cannot be furnished 
with such by the Dept. 



You will immediately invite proposals, & let out a contract for the erection of a Smith's shop at a 
suitable place, with the understanding that the cost shall in no event exceed the sum named by 
the Commissioner—$200. 
My own opinion is that a good building for that purpose can be put up for a great deal less. If you 
cannot procure the necessary tools on fair terms at Westport or Independence, you will make out 
a list of those required & forward it to me, when they will be purchased and sent up to you by the 
first boat. You will be careful also to forward to this office, a duplicate of your contract for the 
Smith's Shop. 
Jonathan Phillips Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agy Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Wyandot S. Agy (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feby 17, 1844 
Herewith you will find enclosed a copy of a letter from the Comr of Ind Affrs of the 8" Inst: 
approving your nominations of Chs Graham as Blacksmith, and John W. Armstrong as 
Interpreter for the Wyandots. You will particularly notice that their compensation is only to 
commence  
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from the day they actually entered upon their respective duties. 
Jonathan Phillips Esq Very respy Yr Mo Ob Sv 
Ind Sub Agy (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Wyandot Sub Agt Sup Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert. Indn Affairs    
Sir: S Louis, February 20, 1844 
I received yesterday from the Treasurer of the United States, the sum of Five hundred and 
Seventy two dollars on account of the current expenses of your Agencyi for which amount you 
are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight,  and at the same time, to sign & 
return the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. 
I extract from the Commissioner's letter of the 6" Inst: — "These sums you will be pleased to 
turn over to Captain John Beach Agent for the Sac & Fox Indians, who will pay it to the 
Contractors upon satisfactory evidence being furnished to him that the work is completed in 
conformity with the contracts." 
Capt. Jno. Beach Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs    
Sir: S Louis Feb 20, 1844 
Your several letters of the 26" & 31" January Ulto: have been received, and those which required 
the special action of the Department, this day forwarded to the Comr of Ind. Affairs.  Agreeably 
to your request, I caused an inquiry to be made at the Bank of Missouri and find standing to your 



credit there $4161.20 to which if you add the amount of the certificate of deposit forwarded to 
you by my predecessor on the 28 Feb 1843 for $3747 it will give the sum reported in your 
official statement for last month, say $7,908.20, the cash in your hands making up the 
balance.Very respectfully 
Daniel Miller Esq (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis Feb 21 1844 
As requested in your letter of the 11" Inst: I have with great difficulty succeeded in obtaining a 
small supply of vaccine matter, which you will find herewith enclosed. 
I have to request that you will take measures to save a sufficient number of the scabs from those 
you vaccinate, in order to have a supply on hand, and if necessary, to disseminate it among the 
other tribes. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respy &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Indn Affairs     
Sir: S Louis, February 24, 1844 
Your letter of the 31" Jany last, addressed to D. D. Mitchell Esq, my predecessor in office, 
stating the steps you had taken against the Agent of P. Chouteau Jr & Co. for what you conceive 
to have been a violation of the intercourse law; has been received together with the copies of 
your letters addressed to the District Attorney of Ark, and to Major Graham, and also the Major's 
reply—-these several documents under cover of a letter from this office, were on yesterday 
transmitted to the Comr of Ind, Affairs, for his decision. Immediately on my entering upon the 
duties of this office, and before I was made aware of the difficulties existing between yourself 
and the Agents above referred to, application was made to me in due form by P. Chouteau Jr & 
Co. for a license to trade within the Osage Sub Agency; the application was granted, and a 
license issued in accordance therewith on the 20" of Januarys —-You notified the Supert. of your 
having revoked the license granted to this company by yourself, with your reasons for so doing. 
This letter was also immediately forwarded to Mr. Crawford the Comr of Indian Affairs, for such 
action & instructions therein as he might deem necessary. I considered it proper to make you this 
statement, in order that you may know the circumstances under which the license was granted, 
and to show you that your several reports in the matters in controversey have been duly- 
forwarded to the proper Department. The Commissioner's decision, when received, shall be 
promptly communicated to all the parties concerned. 
Robt A Callaway Esq I am Sir Respectfully 
Late Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) Thos H. Harvey Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs      
Sir: S Louis Feb 28, 1844 



Your several letters of the 10" Ulto & 10" & l5" Instant have been receiveds—the 
communications directed to the Secy of War, & Comr of Ind Affrs have been forwarded 
agreeably to your request together with your nomination of Jos, Napoleon Bourassa as 
Interpreter for your Sub Agency. I have likewise called the attention of the Comr. to your letter 
in relation to the Stock, agricultural implements &cc claimed cby the S Joseph & Prairie Band of 
Potawatomies. His answer, when received, shall be duly communicated to you.  
Very respectfully 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Ag (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff. 
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Office Supert. Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis Feb 28, 1844 
I have this day received a letter from the Comr of Indian Affairs, dated the 17" Instant, in 
relation to the claim of William Sharer for the erection of Agency buildings under his contract 
with you. The Commissioner concurs in opinion both with you and myself, that the claim set up 
by the contractor is extravagently high, and cannot be allowed—he is however induced upon 
your recommendation, to allow the sum of Two thousand dollars as a full compensation, and a 
full discharge of all obligations on the part of the United States to Mr, Sharer; and he advises that 
a remittance will be made accordingly to liquidate the claim. You will please to make known this 
decision to Mr. S. and if he concurs in the arrangement, make out an account in his favor for the 
services rendered, & for the amount above specified to be paid by me at this places this account 
must be accompanied by the original contract, to which must be appended your certificate that 
its conditions have been duly fulfilled by the contractor. These papers will be placed in the hands 
of Mr. Sharer in order that they may be presented by him here as vouchers.       Very respectfully 
Robt A. Callaway Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
late Ind S Agt (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Fort Scott Sup Ind Aff 
  
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, March 4, 1844 
Your several letters of the 21, 22 & 23 Feby Ulto: together with their enclosures have been 
received. The complaint of the Delawares on the sub-ject of their annuity, accompanied by your 
report, will be forwarded imme-diately to the Department, with a recommendation of such a 
modification of the law as will put it in the power of the Agent to make the annuity payment 
hereafter to the heads of families, which I am induced to consider the only equitable mode. 
Your accounts for the 4th quarter of last year were duly received and forwarded to the Comr of 
Indian Affairs on the 20" of January last. Your draft for $3535 in favor of Duke M. Simpson was 
duly honoured on presentation by that Gentleman. Yery respectfully &c 
Richd W. Cummins Esq (Signed) Thos EL Harvey 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 



Sir: S Louis March 4, 1844 
Your three communications of the 20" Ultos have been received, and the attention of the 
Department called to your request for an Agency house,  
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and the employment of Millers both at Potawatomie and Sugar Creeks, Your letter of the 24"  
Ulto: covering your receipts for $1525 has also been received* Your not having drawn on me for 
the amount as requested by my letter of the 30" Jany last, will put it out of my power to use the 
receipts until you do so. Your predecessor, as I am informed, never found any difficulty in 
negotiating drafts in this office in similar cases. Agent Cummins & Sub Agent Phillips sold their 
drafts at Westport, which were promptly paid in presentation. It is out of my power to send you 
the money, as no safe mode of conveyance presents itself at this time, and to send bills by mail, 
would be running a risk that I am unwilling to take. Should you find an opportunity of selling a 
draft on me, you will please to deduct the amount you have already drawn for $59.12 in favor of 
Dewit G. Balleau. Very respectfully &c 
Joshua Carpenter Esq (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Ind S. Agt Supt Ind Affrs 
Osage River Sub Agency 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis March 6" 1844 
Agreeably to your request, as expressed in your letter of the 12 of Sepr last to my predecessor, I 
have to inform you that the bid of Mr. Jno. Atchison of Galina has been accepted for furnishing 
the supplies for the Sioux of S Peters for the present year:--the quantities & prices under his bid 
are— 
568 Barels of flour at $4.40 per barl   $2,499.20 
194 barels pork at $7.75 per barl l503.50 
8333-2/3 lb lard (in kegs) at 6 c lb 500.00 
993 1/4 Bushel corn (in sacks) at 40c bu 397.30 
4285.5/7 lb Sugar at 7c lb 300.00 
3333-1/3 lb Coffee at 9c 300.00 $5,500 
90 Kegs Powder at $5.00 keg 450.00 
9615.1/2 lb Lead at $3.12/l00c 300,00 
2777.7/9 lb Tobacco at 9c 250.00 $1,000 
The contracts are all prepared,and only await the arrival of Mr. A. to be executed. When 
perfected, a certified copy shall be forwarded to you. The delivery is to take place between the 1" 
Inst: & the 30 June next. It is barely possible that Mr. Atchison may back out; should he do so, 
the above quantities would not be a correct guide for the distribution you contemplate; in such an 
event however, you shall receive due notice from this office. Very respectfully 
Major Amos J. Bruce Yr Mo 0b Sv 
Indian Agent (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert, Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 7, 1844 
Your letter of the 26 Feb Ulto, requesting me to deposit the amount of your receipts $1525 to 
your credit in the Bank of Missouri at this place, has been received. On examining the receipts 
referred to, I find that you have omitted to sign the duplicates; this you must be aware is 
necessary, in order that one may be filed here, & the other transmitted to Washington with my 
accounts. I accordingly herewith re-enclose the duplicates for your signature. On their return, the 
balance of $1465.88 (deducting your draft in favor of Mr,, Balleau for $59.12) will be placed to 
your credit as you desired. I beg that you will lose no time in completing and forwarding these 
duplicates, in order that they may be embraced in my present quarter's accounts.  
Very respectfully 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind; Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis March 12, 1844 
I herewith enclose for your information and government a copy of a contract made by me in the 
1" Inst: with P. Chouteau Jr & Co, of this city for the furnishing and delivering of the provisions 
due the Winnebagoes for the current year under treaty stipulations. I also enclose the usual 
invoices & receipts, the latter to be signed and returned to this office after the stores shall have 
been inspected and received, by you; the certificate of inspection will have to accompany the 
receipts before payment can be made. 
You will perceive that your wishes have been attended to, & that the provisions are to be 
delivered at your Sub Agency by the contractors, free of all expense other than the prices 
stipulated in their agreement. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind S Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Turkey River Sub Agy (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff  
  
Office Superb Indian Affairs      
Sir: S Louis March l4, 1844 
I herewith enclose all the papers in support of the claim of J. T. Y. Thompson against the Ioways 
& Sacs of Mo. for depredations which he states were committed by them on his property; the 
Comr of Ind Affairs directs that on the receipt of these papers you inform the claimant that you 
are ready to receive any additional testimony he may have to offer.  
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That you may be in possession of all the information received here on the subject, I also enclose 
a copy of the Comrs letter of the 4th Inst: which accompanied the papers referred to. The 
temporary absence of the Supert. Maj. Harvey, procures me the pleasure of making you this 
communication. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully &c. 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 



Great Nemaha S Agt Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: St Louis March 15, 1844 
I enclose herewith a copy of a letter of the 6" Inst: from the Comr of Ind. Affairs, which will 
sufficiently explain to you the views of the Department with regard to the request of the Ottoes 
in relation to the hostage from their tribe who was shot by the sentinel at Fort Leavenworth last 
year. You will perceive that you are to communicate the decision of the Department to the 
parties interested. 
The temporary absence of the Supert, devolves upon me the duty of making you this 
communication.      Very respectfully I am Sir, Yr Mo Ob Sv Danl Miller Esq, Ind Agt        
(Signed) John Havery, Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 16" 1814; 
The temporary absence of Major Harvey the Supert of Indian Affairs, procures me the pleasure 
of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 2" Inst: covering your four sets of duplicate 
receipts; which amount in the aggregate to $11,713.98. This sum has been this day deposited to 
your credit in the bank of the State of Missouri at this place, as you will see by the Cashier's 
statement below. 
As the deposit is made to the credit of D. Lowry Ind Sub Agent, it will be necessary before 
checking therein, to send to the Cashier your official signature to be filed in the bank as a 
criterion by which to test the genuineness of your checks. I said you enclosed a blank check to be 
used as a model. 
Had I taken a certificate of deposit as you directed, it would preclude you from checking, as such 
certificate could only be negotiated by your endorsement; and if lost on its way to you, it might 
produce serious embarassment, as the Bank would require its production and surrender before 
making payment. I trust this arrangement will meet your approval. 
D Lowry Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind S. Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) John Haverty Clk Ind. Aff 
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D Lowry Esq The Bank of the State of Missouri 
Sir: S Louis March 16, 1844 
I take this method of confirming Mr. H's statement of deposit to your 
credit Eleven thousand Seven hundred & thirteen dollars & ninety eight 
cents. ($11,713.98) in this Bank, subject to your check as upon a common 
bank book entry. (Signed) H. Shuilds Cashr 
 
Office Superb. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 19, 1844 
In the temporary absence of the Supert. of Inds Affairs, I have to inform you that a letter dated 
the 8" Instant, has been this day received from the Comr of Indian Affairs, in which he deems it 
inexpedient to sanction the purchase of any provisions for the Ottoes to be paid out of their 



annuity, as was recommended in a letter from this office dated the 9" Ulto. In another letter of 
the same date, he advises that a remittance of $2400 will be made for the payment of the Pawnee 
farmers for 1843, and that the guns due under treaty stipulations will be forwarded with the 
annuity goods.  The swivels or large guns for the Pawnee village will not be granted. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind. Office 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affairs   
Sir: S Louis, March 20, 1844 
A remittance founded on your estimate, has been this day received at this office of $475.14 on 
account of the transportation of the agricultural implements, and annuity funds, for the Osage 
River Sub Agency, which accrued last fall; for which sum I have to request that you will draw 
upon the Supert at sights and at the same time sign & return the enclosed duplicate receipts 
therefor. 
The Superintendent is at present absent, but will be back in a few days, 
Major R. W. Cummins Respectfully &c - 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty Clk Ind Off 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 23, 1844 
I hasten to lay before you a copy of a letter this day received from the Comr of Indian Affairs, on 
the subject of the permission asked by you for a party of Oregon emigrants to rendezvous on the 
Sac lands, and for yourself to accompany them as a guide. You will perceive that neither request 
has been granted.      Very respectfully &c 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agt Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs  
Sirs S Louis, March 23, 1844 
I have the honor herewith to enclose for your information, a copy of a letter this day recd from 
the Comr of Indian Affairs, in reply to one of yours on the subject of revoking & granting 
licenses within your Sub Agency, which was transmitted from this office on the 28" Ultimo. 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office. 
  
Office Supert Indian Affairs     
Sir; S Louis, March 26" l844 
The remittance of $2400 for the pay of the Pawnee farmers for last year, of which you were 
advised by a letter from this office of the 19th Inst. has been recd. If you will be pleased to sign 
and return the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor, you can either draw for the amount on the 
Supert at Sights or have it deposited to your credit in Bank, as you may choose. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully &c 



Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind: Office 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 26, 1844 
Your several letters from 9th Febr to the 12th Inst. together with your receipts four sets of 
accounts, were on yesterday recd at this office; the amount of the latter, ($3,545) has been this 
day deposited to your credit, agreeably to your request, in the Bank of the State of Missouri at 
this place, as you will see by the Statement below of the Cashier H. Shuilds Esqr. The Supert is 
expected here in three or four days; on his return your letters above referred to, shall be laid 
before him. 
Daniel Miller Esqr Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Off 
 
[Page 276] 
 
I take pleasure in confirming Mr. Haverty's statement as regards the deposit of Thirty five 
hundred and forty five dollars, above stated, subject to your check as upon a common bank book 
entry. 
S Louis Mar 26, 1844 (Signed) H. Shuilds 
Cashr. of Bank of the State of Mo. 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 27, 1844 
I herewith enclose copies of two communications this day reed from the Comr of Ind. Affairs--
one approving of your special report on the complaints of certain Delawares with regard to their 
annuity payments;-—and the other, your nomination of Richd Simpson & D. W. Simpson, as 
asst smiths for the Shawnees and Delawares. The usual contracts can now of course, be made 
with each of these persons. Very respectfully Yr Mo Ob Svt (Signed) John Haverty Clk Ind 
Office 
Major R. W. Cummins Ind Agt 
P. S. Your letter with regard to hoes for the Kanzas shall be laid before the Supt. on his return.  
 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 2, 1844 
Mr. John Atchison having at length executed his contract for furnishing & delivering the 
provisions, powder, lead & tobacco for the Sioux of your Agency. I herewith enclose for your 
information and government, a copy thereof. I also enclose the usual invoices & receipts, the 
latter of which I will thank you to sign and return to this office, after the stores shall have been 
inspected and received by you. The certificate of inspection will have to accompany the receipts, 
otherwise payment cannot be made. 
Major Amos J. Bruce Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
S Peter's Agency (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 



  
Circular Office Superb. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis, April 3" 1844 
On the 20" February last, I deemed it incumbent upon me to represent to the Department the 
great impropriety of permitting traders to give medals to Indians, whether as presents or in 
traffic; and to request that an order might be given prohibiting the practice; the following extract 
from the Commissioner's answer contains the order solicited. 
Extract War Department 
 
Office Indian Affairs 
Sir: March 22, 1844 
“The practice is calculated to do much harm, and I have deemed it of  
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sufficient importance to be submitted to the Secretary of War which I have done as follows. 
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War, I recommend that an order be issued immediately 
prohibiting the giving or delivering medals to Indians or Indian tribes by any one except a 
Government Agent, and if it be done by Indian traders after notice of such order, that they forfeit 
their licenses to trade. This recommendation was approved by the Secretary of War. "I will thank 
you therefore to furnish Mr. Miller with a copy of this decision, as well as all other agents and 
Sub Agents within your Superintendency, and instruct them to carry out its requisitions without 
respect to persons." Respectfully Yr Ob Sv 
Tho H. Harvey Esq (Signed) T. Hartly Crawford 
S Louis Mo. 
You will make known the above order to the traders with in your Agency and see that it be 
strictly complied with.  
R. W. Cummins, Ind Agt Danl Miller     " Andrew Drips    " Richd S. Elliott Sub Agt W. P. 
Richardson  M Jonathan Phillips " Joshua Carpenter  " Sub Agent Edwards 
Very respectfully I am Yr Mo Ob Svt (Signed) Thos H. Harvey Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sirs S Louis April 3, 1844. 
I am instructed by the Comr of Ind Affairs, under date of the l5" March Ulto; to appropriate out 
of the moneys in my hands, the sum of Two hundred dollars for repairing the old buildings 
referred to in your letter which was forwarded from the office in the 4th Ulto: You will 
accordingly enter into a written agreement for the repairing of the buildings in question; but the 
expenses must not under any circumstances, exdeed the sum above named $200. A triplicate of 
the agreement should be forwarded to this office. When the buildings are completed, a 
remittance will either be made to you, or you authorized to draw for the above amount. 
As the Wabash Potawatomie mills, placed under contract by your predecessor, will be shortly 
finished, you will be careful to have the work duly inspected agreeably to the provisions of the 
contracts you will also be required to certify on the contract that its conditions have been fully 
complied with on the part of the builder, before you make a requisition on this office in his favor 
for payment, 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Very respectfully, &c 



Ind S. Agt (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis April 4, 1844 
Your letter of the 17 & 25" Ulto. have just come to hand, the latter covering the duplicate of your 
receipts for $l525. Agreeably to your request, I have this day deposited to your credit in the Bank 
of the State of Missouri at this place, the sum of Fourteen hundred. Sixty five 88/l00ths dollars, 
being the balance running after paying your draft in favor of Mr. Balloux [?] It will be necessary 
before you check on this deposit, that you send to the Cashier of the Bank your official signature, 
in order that it may be placed on file as a criterion by which to judge of the genuiness of any 
check purporting to be signed by you. 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Very respectfully I am Sir &c 
Ind. S. Agt (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind. Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind Agent 
Sir: S Louis April 3" 1844 
The two claims in favor of Robt B. Mitchell, which were submitted by me for the decision of the 
Department on the 1" of February last, have been returned by the Comr of Ind Affairs, under date 
of the 23" Ulto, as disallowed. They are herewith enclosed to you, in order that you may return 
them to the claimant. Very respectfully &c 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Ind S Agt Supt Ind Af f 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, April 3, 1844 
I have just received the Commissioner's acknowledgement of the receipt of my letter of the 2" 
Feby last, covering one from yourself, and another from Dr. Lauri on the subject of a manual 
labor school within your Sub Agency. 
Mr. Crawford says "There will be no objection to aid in the establishment in question', but it 
cannot be done without the concurrence and even wishes of the Indians themselves—the Sub 
Agent will therefore take the first opportunity when the Indians are together to mention the 
subject to them, and endeavour to impress upon their minds the advantages that will result to 
their youth by receiving the knowledge that will be imparted to them." You will report to this 
office the result of your interview with the Indians of your Sub Agency, and what amount, if any, 
they are willing to appropriate for that purpose out of their interest money. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert. Indn Affairs      



Sir: S Louis April 4, 1844 
Your letter of the 20th Ultos asking for permission to pay for the erection of the Smith's shop out 
of the funds remitted for the salary of the smith and striker for the 3 & 4th quarters of last years 
this can under no circumstances be authorized;—and if you should make the payment out of any 
other funds than those specially appropriated for the purpose, you will be unable to obtain a 
credit therefor at the Treasury. 
I wrote on yesterday to the Comr of Ind Affairs and requested him at his early convenience to 
cause a remittance of $197.50 to be made to me for the shop in question: directly the money 
comes to hands, you shall receive due notice thereof.  
Very respectfully &cc 
Jonathan Phillips Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs    
Sir S Louis April 4, 1844 
As requested by your letter of the 6th Ulto. I have made a contract in your name with C. C. 
Norris & Co. of this city for the Hoes required for the Kanzas Indians. I have also taken the 
receipts in triplicate of the contractors which you will find herewith together with the contracts. 
As the articles are put at the lowest prices, I hope you will be able to settle with Mr. Norris on 
their delivery at West port landing—he will probably draw upon you for the amount. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 4, 1844 
Hecter Bell Esq having failed to file his official bond, John Hill Edwards Esq has been appointed 
as Sub Agent for the Osage Indians, To the latter named gentleman on his arrival you will be 
pleased to turn over all public moneys, property, books, papers &cc in your possession, taking 
the used receipts therefor; after which you will prepare your final accounts & forward them 
through this office for Settlement. Mr. Edwards takes with him the funds for the last year, & will 
be able to settle your accounts & those of the Interpreter & blacksmith. 
Robt. A. Callaway Esq Very respectfully 
late Ind S Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
(Signed) Thos H. Harvey Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert. Ind Affrs 
Sir: S Louis April 4, 1844 
You will this day receive funds for the current expenses & treaty stipulations of the Osage Sub 
Agency, for the last year, which you will take measures to disburse on your arrival at your 
station.  You will proceed with as little delay as possible to your Sub Agency, and receive from 
your predecessor all public funds, property, books, papers &cc in his possession, & receipt to 
him for the same. 



You will cautiously abstain from becoming in any way a party in the dispute of the traders, & 
endeavour to observe a strictly neutral course towards them; and you will, from time to time, as 
circumstances may seem to require communicate freely with this office on the affairs of your 
Sub Agency. Very respectfully &c 
Jno H. Edwards Esq (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Af f 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, April 5, 1844 
Your letters of the 6" & 7" Ultimo, are now before me. Your efforts to exclude persons of bad 
character & intemperate habits from your Agency, meet my cordial approval) and I trust that you 
will continue your exertions to keep out all such from the Indian country. On the other subjects 
touched on by your letters, I would observe, that the licenses issued from this office uniformly 
state the names of the persons to be employed by the Traders. I should doubt the propriety of 
others being employed without the permission of the Agent. As to the Interpreter, he is employed 
and paid by the Government, and should in no case be employed by a trader; but I cannot see any 
application of the 4th Section applicable to the case suggested—namely for assisting a trader. 
Neither do I think the 14" Section applicable to the case, and should the Interpreter casually 
interpret for any trader or other person who might be by chance present. I should not deem the 
14th section violated thereby. But as before remarked, the Interpreter should not be habitually 
used by any trader. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully &c 
 Ind Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Indn Affairs  
Sirs S Louis April 5, 1844 
In reply to your letter of the 18" February last, relative to the responsibility of Traders for the 
observance of the laws on the part of Indians or half breeds in their employ, I have to remark, 
that in every instance where a trader through a half Breed or Indian, introduces  
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spirituous liquors directly or indirectly into the Indian Country, he should be dealt with as though 
he had introduced it himself at least so far as to revoke his license. 
Tour letter together with a copy of this communication, shall be immediately forwarded to the 
Comr of Indn Affairs, for such further instructions as he may see proper to give in the Subject, 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Agt (Signed) Thos EL Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis April 5, 1844 
In reply to your letter of the 12" Ulto: I have to state, that neither the Supert. Agent nor Sub 
Agent has any legal authority for adjusting difficulties among the traders. Should serious 
difficulties occur however, the proper, and indeed the only remedty would be the revocation of 



their licenses; but it is very desirable that the Agent should interpose his friendly advice for the 
purpose of maintaining harmony and good feeling among those concerned in trade within his 
Agency. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey - Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sirs S Louis April 5, 1844 
I have recently received,a letter from Agent Miller of the 5th of March Ulto: in which he informs 
me that the Indians of your Sub Agency have at length determined to put a stop to the illicit 
introduction of whiskey among their people; and for that purpose, they have actually organized 
companies of light horse to scour the country and arrest all smugglers: it appears too, from his 
communication, that they have lately made some seizures, and either detained the teams or 
imposed fines on the delinquents. 
This information is to me truly gratifying, & I have to request that you will take an early 
opportunity of expressing to the Chiefs and braves concerned, how highly their conduct in the 
premises meets my approbation. Tour temporary absence, as well as the uncertainty of your 
return to your post, fully justifies agent Miller in making the communication referred to.  
Very respectfully I am sir 
Richard S. Elliott Esq Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) Tho H Harvey 
Supt Indn Affr 
 
[Page 282] 
 
Office Supert, Indn Affairs      
Sir; S Louis April 6, 1844 
Tour letter of the 15" Ulto: on the subject of the Blacksmith was handed to me by Neamonia 
from which I learn that the time of the present incumbent will not expire until the 15" Sep next.  
Mr. David Monactes, the man so highly spoken of by the Ioways as a Gunsmith, called here to 
day to know the result of the application in his favor. Your letter was accordingly read to him. 
He is very willing to go up if sure of employment; perhaps as your present Smith is unwilling to 
remain longer than his year, he might have no objection to vacate in favor of this person. Be 
pleased, to inform me on receipt of this, what would be Mr. Monactes chance of employment 
should he go up.         
Very respectfully &c 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) Tho EL Harvey 
Ind S Agt Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert Ind, Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 10, 1844 
Your letter of the first Inst: covering your cash a/cs for the first quarter of this year, and your 
statement of funds recd & disbursed for March Ulto. have been recd & after the usual 
examination transmitted to the Comr of Ind Affs. Very respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Affr 



   
Office Supert. Indian Affairs   
Sirs S Louis April 10, 1844 
I have this day received instructions from the Comr of Indn Affairs, to purchase a quantity of 
Agricultural implements consisting of ploughs, hoes, axes, saws, augers &cc; for the S Joseph's 
band of Potawatomies of your Sub Agency. I shall proceed forthwith to carry these instructions 
into effect; and shall, directly the articles are purchased, forward them to Westport landing, from 
whence you will make the necessary arrangements to have them transported to the band above 
mentioned. The usual invoices & receipts for your signature will accompany the articles. 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agy (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affrs 
P. S. I will thank you to make known the above to the S Joseph's band, in order that they may be 
making the necessary preparations to avail themselves of the implements on their arrival. And 
also, that I have instructions to purchase for them twenty yoke of work oxen. 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 10, 1844 
I have but this day recd from the Comr of Ind Affairs an acknowledgement of my letter of the 6" 
Feby Ultos covering your estimate of agricultural implements for the Indians of your Sub 
Agencys-- he at the same time advises me that a remittance of $510 will be immediately made 
for that object. I shall proceed forthwith to purchase the articles, & forward them by the first 
opportunity. I wish you to make known this communication to the Indians, in order that they may 
in the meantime be making the necessary preparations to avail themselves of the implements on 
their arrival. 
Richd S. Elliott Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affr 
  
Office Superb Ind. Affrs 
Sir: S Louis, April 16, l844 
Your letter of the l5th Inst: is before me, requesting a furlough for Sixty days for the purposes 
therein stated; Your request is granted, and a furlough for Sixty days, dating from this day, is 
hereby given to you, at the expiration of which, it is expected you will be at your Sub Agency. 
You will please to report the date of your arrival there to this office. 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Very respectfully I am Sir & c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff  
 
Circular Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis April 17, 1844 
Instances have occurred when applications to Agents and sub Agents for license to trade with 
Indians have been refused., that the application has been subsequently made to the 
Superintendent by the individual or others for him, presuming, it is supposed, in his ignorance of 



the refusal and its causes to obviate any advantages that such an application might otherwise 
have at this office, you will, in all instances hereafter, communicate to this office the name of 
any individual whose application you have refused with the causes of the refusal. I have learned 
that in many instances where traders are licensed by the Superintendent; that they are disposed to 
act independently of the Agent or Sub Agent, from the fact that he has not the power to revoke a 
license not issued by himself; being desirous that the authority of the Agents & Sub agents shall 
be respected, you will, in all instances where a trader has violated the law to regulate trade and 
intercourse with Indian tribes, and the revised regulations for carrying into effect the said law, 
promptly communicate the facts to this office, in order that measures may be taken to sustain you 
in the discharge  
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of your official duties, and to bring to immediate accountability the offenders. You will be 
careful to bear in mind, that you are strictly forbidden to grant a license under any circumstances 
for a shorter time than one year; and that temporary permits to trade during the annuity payment, 
can not be tolerated. Very respectfully I am 
Richd W Cummins Esq Ind Agt      Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Danl Miller       " (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Andrew Drips       " Supt Ind Aff 
Joshua Carpenter Ind S Agt 
Jonathan Phillips   " 
W. P. Richardson   " 
Richd L. Elliott    "  
Jno H. Edwards     " 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 20, 1844 
Your several letters of the 18" Ulto & 1" & 3" Inst: with their enclosures have been received, and 
I have, after the usual examination, this day transmitted your cash a/c for the first quarter of this 
year to the Comr of Indian Affairs, together with your nomination of, & contract with E. Pow as 
Blacksmith. I have likewise transmitted your letter of the 18" of March as you desired, together 
with that of the Indians praying the reestablishment of a military post at the Bluffs, which 
measures I have taken the acasion strongly to recommends Your letter on the subject of Mr. 
Hardins claim has been also forwarded. 
Richd -S. Elliott Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind. Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis April 20,1844 
Your several letters of the 31" Ulto, covering your nominations of, & contracts with Messrs. 
Wright and Deraseiz a Blacksmith and Asst for the Omahas; and your cash accounts & property 
return for the first qr of this year, have been received, and after the usual examination, 
transmitted to the Comr of Ind. Affrs.       Very respectfully &c 
Daniel Miller Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 



Ind Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs       
Sir: S Louis April 20, 1844 
Your cash accounts & property return for the first quarter of this 
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year were received at this office on the 18" Inst: and after the usual examination transmitted to 
the Comr of Indn Affairs. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 24, 1844 
Your cash accounts for the first quarter of this year, have just been received, and after the usual 
examination, transmitted to the Office of the Comr of Ind Affr. Very respectfully 
Jonathan Phillips Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 27, 1844 
Herewith, you will find enclosed, a copy of a letter this day received from the Comr of Ind 
Affairs, by which you will perceive that the Department has neither the authority nor the 
inclination to purchase any part of the Omaha lands; this you will make known to them the first 
seasonable opportunity. I have also received another letter from Mr. Crawford by this day's mail, 
approving of my answer to your letter of the 8" March last, in reference to the responsibility of 
Traders for the due observance of the law by their engagees. Very respectfully &cc. 
Daniel Miller Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Inds Agt Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis May 7, 1844 
I herewith enclose, for your information, copies of documents recd at this office from the Comr 
of Ind: Affairs, having relation to the contract recently made by the Revd Mr. Berryman & the 
Delaware Chiefs for the education of the children of their nation at the Shawnee Manual labor 
school. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs 



Sir: S Louis May 10, 1844 
A letter was received here on yesterday, from the Comr of Ind, Affrs dated the 30" Ulto, in 
which he directs (with the consent of the contractors) such an extension of the contract for the 
Winnebago provisions, as will give them a quantity of flour and pork sufficient to indeminify 
them in the cost of transportation of the articles embraced in the contract of the first of March 
last) taking 75c/100" as the basis of calculation. P. Chouteau Jr & Co. the contractors, have 
agreed to the proposed extension; and I herewith enclose a triplicate of their agreement to that 
effect, together with duplicate receipts for the articles to be signed and returned after the delivery 
shall have been made. 
The Supert is at present absent on a tour of inspection thro the Agencies & Sub Agencies of this 
Superintendency; on his return, the usual invoices shall be made out & forwarded to you. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully, Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty, Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs  
Sir: S Louis May 10, 1844 
Your nominations of, and contracts with Jno W. & H. W. Foreman as farmer & Asst. for the 
Sacs of Mo. have been acknowledged and approved by the Comr of Ind Affairs.  
Very respectfully 
W. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind S Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 10, l844 
Your nominations of, & contracts with Stephen A Wright, and Michael Deraseiz, as Blacksmith 
& Asst for the Omahas, have been acknolwedged and approved by the Comr of Ind Affairs. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt    (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 10,  1844 
Your nomination of, & contract with Edwd Parr as Blacksmith for the 
Chips Otts & Pots have been acknowledged & approved by the Comr of Ind. 
Affairs. Very respectfully &c 
Richd S Elliott Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind S Agt Clk Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs    
Sirs S Louis, May 11th 1844 
A letter was received here on the 9" Inst: from the Commissioner of Ind affairs, dated the 30" 
Ulto in which he directs (with the consent of the contractors) such an extension of the contract 
for the Winnebago provisions, as will give them a quantity of flour and pork sufficient to 



indemnify them for the cost of transportation of the articles delivered under the contract of the 
first of March last. The gross weight of these articles is found to be 261,600, and the basis 
assumed for calculation is 5-c/100th, which gives $1,308 to be invested. Mr. Atchison, the 
contractor, has agreed to the proposed extension, and I herewith enclose a triplicate of his 
agreement to that effect, together with duplicate receipts for the articles, to be signed and 
returned, by you after the delivery shall have been made. You are aware that the Supert. is at 
present absent on a tour of inspection: on his return, the usual invoices shall be made out & 
forwarded to you. Very respectfully &cc 
Major Amos J. Bruce (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind. Agent Clk Ind Office 
P. S. Agreeably to your note, I prepared an advertisement for the beef cattle, which Mr. Mcintosh 
had inserted in the Reporter & Republican, and at my suggestion, to prevent hard feelings, in the 
Administrator paper, the 0. S. Democrat, a copy of which you will find attached. I very much 
fear that the time allowed is too short to produce an extensive competition. 
  
Office Supert Indian Office 
Sir; S Louis May 25, 1844 
I herewith enclose a copy of the Commissioner of Ind. Affairs letter of the 11" Inst: this day reed 
here, in reply to your letter of the 11 April Ulto: relative to the selection of land made by the 
Wyandot Chiefs, with their request to have them surveyed and confirmed. 
Be pleased, in conformity with the 4"  par: of said letter, to ascertain the views of the Wyandots, 
as to -whether they will remain in the Delaware lands, or go to such other land as may be allotted 
to them,---and report the result as early as convenient, to this office. 
You are probably aware that the Supert. is now absent on a tour of inspection through the 
Agencies & Sub Agencies of this Superintendencys—this circumstance procures me the pleasure 
of making you this communication. 
Jonathan Phillips Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob S 
(Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Off 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 25, l844 
I herewith enclose you a copy of a letter this day received from the Comr of Ind Affairs, & dated 
the 13" Inst: in reply to your letter of the 11" April Ulto: in relation to the claim set up by the 
Munsees & Delawares under the treaty made at Fort Industry on the 4"  July 1805, the contents 
of which be pleased to make known to these Indians 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agent (Signed) John Haverty, Clk. Ind. Office 
  
Office Supert. Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis May 27,  1844 



The Comr of Indian Affairs considers it "inexpedient to sanction the employment of Peter 
Harness" as Blacksmith for the Chips Otts & Pots of your Sub Agency and has accordingly 
returned your contract, which you will find herewith enclosed. Very respectfully I am Sir 
Richd S. Elliott Esq Tr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty, Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs        
Sir: S Louis, June 6, 1844 
Since my letter to you of the 10" Ulto: a communication has been received from the Comr of 
Indian Affairs, dated the 24" of last month, in which he directs that the additional supply of 
provisions to be furnished for the Winnebagoes in lieu of transportation, be still further 
increased—say 78 barrels of flour and thirty five barrels of pork, making the total quantity to be 
delivered as per new agreement of P. Chouteau Jr & Co. herewith—3-24 Barrels of flour, and 
133 Barrels of pork. I enclose here with duplicate receipts for these latter quantities, which I will 
thank you to sign and return when the delivery shall have been made. The receipts now sent, will 
of course supercede those enclosed in my letter above referred to. The usual invoices shall be 
forwarded directly the Supert of Indian Affairs returns from his tour of inspection. 
David Lowry Esq Very respectfully I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Obt Svt 
Turkey River Sub Agy (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
  
[Page 289] 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis June 8, 1844 
You will see by the enclosed copies of the decision of the Secretary of War, and letter of the 
Comr of Indian Affairs, of the 29" & 30 Ultimo. that Doctor Johnston Lykins has been appointed 
Physician for the Potawatomies of your Sub Agency, at a Salary of $600 per annum, to 
commence on the first of the current month. With great respect I am Sir &c 
Joshua Carpenter Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agt Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis June 10, 1844 
The proposals for furnishing one hundred head of Beef cattle agree-ably to the advertisement 
inserted by your authority were opened here in person of Mr. Jos [?] Glasgow on the 1" Instant, 
& Fulton & Cyrus Turner of Harvard Co. Mo. found to be the lowest & best bidders, with whom 
contracts were immediately drawn in your name & forwarded to them to be executed. The 
contracts came back here this morning, but having been found slightly infoxmal--one of the 
brothers having omitted to sign the contract, & one of the names to the bond not having been 
witnessed, I have sent them back to have these omissions corrected. One their return they shall 
be forwarded to you without delay. I enclose herewith the original bids (having returned copies) 
together with an abstract of same, as it is usual to forward this latter with the contract &. bond 
intended for the office of the Comr of Indian Affairs. I also enclose a copy of the contract, which 
I should like to have signed by you & returned to this office. Owing to the extremely high water 



& the consequent loss of great numbers of cattle in Illinois, I was apprehensive that the bids 
would be very high; I am gratified however that the case is otherwise. Turner's bid being 
considered here too low—as Beef Cattle meet a ready sale in this market at $3.50/100 100 
pounds.                          Very respectfully &c 
Major Amos J.Bruce (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Agent Clk Ind Office 
 
Sugar Greek, Osage River Sub Agency 
Sir: May 25th 1844  
It having been represented to me that there is a scarcity of pro-visions in the Sugar Creek & 
Potawatomie Creek settlements, and that the interest of the Indians would be materially advanced 
by granting permits to individuals to bring in provisions to said settlements, you are hereby 
authorized to grant permits to such persons as you may deem prudent to bring into said 
settlements, meats & bread stuffs to seel to the Indians, until the next annuity payment;  
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holding such persons strictly accountable under the law regulating intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, I would suggest to you the propriety of not issuing license to irresponsible persons. I have 
the honor to be, very respectfully &c 
Col. Joshua Carpenter (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agent Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, June 13, 1844 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6" Inst: covering your contracts 
for the Agency buildings, & your receipts for their amount, Two hundred dollars. Your draft in 
favor of Mr. Jos M. Hunter for that sum was presented to day & honoured at sight. 
Notwithstanding some little irregularity (which I will hereafter point out) I chose to take the 
responsibility of paying the draft rather than it should be protested for non-payment. To make the 
voucher full, under the instructions of the Department, it is necessary that you should certify that 
the contract was fully complied with on the part of Mr. Polk. I will observe moreover, that 
neither your own signature nor that of Mr. Polk has been witnessed as is required in all such 
instruments. I accordingly herewith return one of the contracts in order that you may have it 
witnessed, and sign the certificate which I have appended thereto. Will you do me the favor to 
have this done as soon as possible & then to return it to this office, as it will be required to 
accompany the voucher at the close of this quarter, 
Col. Joshua Carpenter  Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Off 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs     
Sirs S Louis, June 17, 1844 
You will see by the enclosed copy of a letter just received from the Comr of Ind. Affairs, dated 
the 6" Inst: that you are required immediately to furnish through this office,  the contracts which 
it is supposed you made with Tho N. Stinson and Samuel Bertrard as Asst Blacksmiths. 



Col. Joshua Carpenter Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty, Clk Ind Off 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs   
Sir: S Louis June 19, 1844 
I have the honor herewith to enclose the contract of T. & C. Turner in triplicate, & their bond in 
duplicate, for the furnishing and delivering of the hundred head of beef cattle called for by the 
advertisement of the 6" Ultimo, which I think you will find to be all duly executed, and now only 
require your own signature. Will you please to sign & send down the trip-licate without the bond, 
in order that I may forward it to the contractors. 
It is well the contract was concluded so early, as it could not at this time be taken for any thing 
near so low. The contractors wish me to state to you that it is possible, in consequence of the 
extraordinary rains and high water, they may not be able to get all the cattle at S Peter's by the 1" 
of August, and that in such an events they request that you will not exact with too much rigor a 
literal compliance as to that precise date. The whole country here is overflowed, and you may 
judge of the hight of the water in this city when I assure you that it is now two feet on the first 
floor of J. & E. Walshes store on the river bank. The lower stores are all deserted, the only 
landing now being at the cross streets. 
The Department having decided that the Sioux are entitled to a still furhter supply of Stores in 
lieu of transportation, a new agreement has been made to that effect with Mr. Atchison, the 
particulars of which, together with the necessary invoices, receipts &cc. will be communicated to 
you in a few days, I would send them by the present conveyance, but that by a letter yesterday 
recd from Major Harvey, I expect him to return here either this or the next week. 
P. S. The three papers in which your advertisement appeared, have sent in their bills--$2.50 
each—total $7.50.    Will you send down the money & I will take the voucher in your name. 
Major Amos J. Bruce With great respect I am Sir 
Ind Agt Yr Mo Ob Svt 
S Peter's Agency (Signed)  John Haverty 
Clk Ind Off N. B.    Since writing the above, I have concluded to hold back one contract & bond, 
& send them by a separate conveyance in order to guard against accident. (Signed) J. H. 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis June 21, 1844 
I avail myself of the politeness of the Clerk of the S Boat "Mendota" to forward herewith, the 
remaining contract & bond of T. & C. Turner, referred to in the poast script of my letter of the 
19th Inst. 
Major A. J. Brucem Ind Agt       Very resp &c 
S Peters (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
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Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis June 25, 1844 



Your communication of May the 3" was duly received. My absence from the city to the upper 
country will explain why it has not been earlier answered.  I regret exceedingly the difficulties at 
your Agency with the traders and I equally regret that you should have given so much 
importance to Mr. Pearson's statements as to make them a subject of communication, from their 
tenor I am sure they must have been made unguardedly, they are of such a character as precludes 
me from noticing them. The intercourse law and the regulations give you sufficient power to 
protect yourself and your Agency against the indiscretion and violence of traders! if 
circumstances justify or require it why not resort to it, and bring the matter at once before the 
Department at Washington. Mr. Pearson is the only person who has communicated with me 
except yourself, and all that he communicated was a desire that I would not act in the case until 
he could be heard, he said not one word as to the difficulty. The Traders must be confined within 
their legitimate spheres. I am in hopes I shall be able to visit your agency in a few weeks. 
Daniel Miller Esq I am Sir very respectfully 
Agt at Council Bluffs (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Sup Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs       
Sir: S Louis June 24, 1844 
During my absence a communication has been made to you on the subject of the appointment of 
Dr. Lykins as Physician to the Potawatomies. Dr. Lykins wishes to be present when the subject is 
laid before the Indians, he expects to be in the Indian Country in a few days; if not inconsistent 
with your duty I should be glad you would delay action for a reasonable time. 
Joshua Carpenter Respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt, Osage River S Agy    (Signed) Tho H. Harvey, Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. of Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis June 25, 1844 
Your communication of April 27" is before me, in relation to the repairs of your house (Agency) 
I know of no authority for using the contingent fund or any other fund, for that purpose, without 
the express permission of the Department at Washington. I would suggest to you to make a 
statement of the condition of the house, what is necessary to put it in  
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comfortable order, and an estimate of the cost & forward it to Mr. Craw-ford with a request to 
make an allowance for the purpose. 
Your letter of May 4" is also before me, and in answer to that portion of it relating to Jo. Donor 
keeping a dram shop, I would refer you to former communications from this office on the subject 
of selling whiskey in the Indian Country: if you are not able yourself to break up the 
establishment and it were practicable, you should call upon the military for aid. 
Daniel Miller I am Sir very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt at Council Bluffs        (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Superb. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis June 26th 1844 



Tour letter of the 7" of May last is before me, it would have been promptly answered but for my 
absence from the city in a visit to the Indian Country. 
In answer to your 1st inquiry, I will quote from the latter part of the 2" section of the act to 
regulate trade &cc with Indian tribes. "And no trade with said tribes shall be carried on within 
their boundary, except at certain suitable and convenient places, to be designated from time to 
time by the Superintendent, agents & sub Agents, and to be inserted in the license. In answer to 
your 2" inquiry I would state that the Government is opposed to permits to sell at the annuity 
payment, it would be equally opposed to granting license for twelve months where it was 
intended to evade the regulations, you will therefore have to act upon your discretion, and when 
you are satisfied it is the intention of the applicant to evade the instructions by trading only at the 
payment you will refuse the application. 
From the objections set forth in your letter above referred to, no license will be issued at this 
office to the Messrs Dicksons. 
I am pleased at the expression of your feelings in relation to the improvements of the Indians—it 
will afford me great pleasure to co-operate with you & the Missionaries, and all others in 
effecting so important & desirable an object. 
I am in hopes I shall have it in my power to visit you before long, in the mean time accept my 
thanks for your kind offer of conveyance from your place to the Bluffs.         
I am Sir, very respectfully &c 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt, Great Nemaha S Agy   Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis June 27, 1844 
I herewith enclose the invoices of the provisions delivered by Mr. Jno Atchison under his 
agreement of the 11" Ulto: together with his new agreement of the 17" of which you were 
advised by a letter from this office of the 17" Instant. You will find also enclosed invoices & 
receipts in conformity with this new arrangement, the latter of which be pleased to sign an return 
on the delivery of the stores. 
Major Amos J. Bruce With great respect &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert Ind Affrs 
Sir: S Louis June 27, 1844 
I herewith enclose duplicate invoices, corresponding with the agreement of P. Chouteau Jr &. Co 
for an extension of the Subsistence Stores for the Winnebagoes, conformably to the letter of 
advice addressed to you from this office on the 6" Instant. 
You will see by referring to the agreement of Messr Chouteau, that your request of the 31 Ulto: 
has been anticipated, as the Stores have to be delivered at your Station, both by the original 
contract & subsequent agreement. Very respectfully &c 
David Lowry Esq (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Sup Ind Aff 
  



Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sirs St Louis April 30, 1844 
Captain Sire of the Steamer Nimrod, bound for the mouth of the Yellow Stone5 has be consent to 
take with him for his own use and that of some French gentlemen, about eighteen gallons of 
spirits consisting of brandy and whiskey, irhich you will please permit him to take past your 
Agency without considering it a violation of the law on the subject of intercourse with the Indian 
tribes. He has also some claret wine which cannot be considered within the purview of the law. 
Daniel Miller Esq I am Sir respectfully &c 
Indian Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Council Bluffs Supt Ind Affr 
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Sir: West Port, Mo June 4, 1844 
You will take measures to have the mill at Potawatomie Creek removed to high and eligible 
ground as early as practicable, having a strict regard to economy; I think the place called the 
"Old issue house" an eligible point. 
You will also cause the mill lately built at Sugar Greek to be put in operation by a careful hand,, 
and purchase such teams as may be necessary for the purpose, you will have it distinctly 
understood by the Indians that if the Government does not pay the expense under the above 
instructions, that it will be deducted from their annuities. 
You will without delay purchase thirty yoke of oxen for the S Joseph's and Prairie band of 
Potawatomie Indians; it is expected the oxen can be bought for twenty five to Twenty eight 
dollars per yoke, including yoke, ring, staples and bows; and communicate to the Superintendent 
at S Louis, promptly your action in reference to the foregoing instructions. You will also afford 
the Indians at Sugar Creek all the aid in your power in recovering their oxen that have escaped 
from them, and are now believed to be in the state of Missouri.    Very respectfully &e 
Col. Carpenter (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 2, 1844 
I send you herewith, copies of two letters of the 22 & 23 Ultimo, yesterday reed here from the 
Comr of Ind: Affairs;—the one insisting upon your compliance with his former instructions in 
relation to a new bond and securities; & the other returning the deed of conveyance executed by 
Joseph Lafromboise to the Messr Ewing with the reasons therefor. As therein directed 
the deed referred to is herewith returned to you. 
Rich S. Elliott Esq Very respectfully 
Ind Sub Agt Yr Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs   
Sirs S Louis July 2, 1844. 



Your nominations of Tho Stewart as Asst, Smith for Ioways, & of Andrew Meyer as Asst. Smith 
for the Sacs of Mo. submitted under cover of letter from this office of the 10" Ulto: have been 
approved by the Department. Very respectfully &c 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agent Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind Aff 
Sir: S Louis July 2, 1844  
I herewith enclose a copy of a communication this day recd from the Comr of Indian Affairs, of 
the 25" Ulto: in reply to a letter from yourself covering the remonstrance of the Chippewas of 
your Sub Agency against the payment of any part of their annuity to their brethren list which was 
trans-mitted to the Department under cover of a letter from this office of the 14" of last month. 
I will thank you to make known to Ash ton quit and the others concerned the views of the 
Department on the subject. 
Joshua Carpenter Esq Yery respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis, July 9th 1844 
A remittance has been recently received here from the Treasurer of the United States, of 
$2637.19/100 which, although ostensibly for the purpose of carrying into effect treaties' with the 
Osages & Kanzas, is to be expended for the benefit of the Shawnees, and as it would seem, from 
the tenor of the letter of the Comr of Indian Affairs of the 17th May 1844, (a copy of which is 
herewith) for the purchase of stocky agricultural implements and provisions, You are 
accordingly hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me for the above amount,  and at the 
same time, to sign and return to this office the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. 
Major Richd W. Cummins With great respect I am Sir 
Ind Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 10 1844  
Your letter of the 1" Inst; together with your cash accounts for the second quarter of this year, 
have been this day received, and after the usual examination, transmitted to the Gomr of Indian 
Affairs. The amt of your draft for $366 in favor of Lt Mccrate, referred to in your letter, was paid 
to him on presentation. 
You will, perceive by the enclosed copy of a letter from the Comr of Indian affairs of the 27" 
Ulto. that the Department insists upon the renewal of your bond with adequate security; and you 
are also aware from a former communication, that under existing instructions,  
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I am forbidden to place any funds in your hands until it be done. 



Richd S. Elliott Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Thos H Harvey 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir; S Louis, July 10, 1844  
Tour several letters of the 13 14 17 & 29 June & 1" Inst, have been this day received, together 
with your cash accounts & property returns for the 2" quarter of this year; the latter, after the 
usual examination, have been transmitted to the Comr of Indian Affairs. 
In making the examination, it is perceived that you have purchased from Mr. Sarpy, two carts for 
the Pawnees, and that you have omitted to take them upon your your property return, or 
otherwise to account for; moreover you charge them on the voucher at $20 each, but carry out 
the amount $50. These matters are called to your attention in order that you may make the 
necessary corrections in your a/cs & return for the current quarter. 
Your receipts for the $2400 for the Pawnee farmers are to hand, and the amount has been placed 
to your credit in the Bank of Mo, as you have requested. Very respectfully &c 
Danl Miller Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 10, 1844 
I have this day received your letters of the 29" May and 16" of June Ulto:—the former covering 
your receipt rolls for annuity payments; and the latter, a list of iron, steel &cc. required for the 
Smith's Shops of your Sub Agency, together with two documents in relation to the boys hereto 
fore employed as Asst. Smiths. 
I regret to find that you have misconceived the instructions given to you when here, as well as 
the forms furnished to you for the rendition of your accounts; every voucher for money disbursed 
by you must be carried through its proper abstract, and in the present case the receipt rolls for the 
annuity payment should have been entered in the abstract no. 2 of Treaty Stipulations, together 
with any payments made to the Blacksmiths, and the whole amount of said abstract charged on 
the debit side of your account current. Separate vouchers will not be received at the Treasury for 
settlement. The receipt rolls are accordingly herewith returned to you in order that you  
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may insert them in the abstract as above indicated. Tou must be aware that you have to render 
your accounts at the close of each quarter, and yours should have been made up to the 30" June 
last. 
Jno Hill Edwards Esq Very respectfully &cc. 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office of Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis July 11, 1844 
I learn from the effects of the overwhelming flood on the Kanzas that the Kanzas Indians that are 
not out hunting are in a starving condition, and without relief must suffer. I presume I scarecely 



need suggest to you that every exertion must be made to prevent their suffering for food. As is 
the custom with Indians I suppose their annuities are pledged for debts already incurred, but 
when men are starving, or likely to starve for food, it will not do to hesitate about the 
employment of any means in reach, or to hesitate for fear creditors should be disappointedo Your 
experience and good judgment will no doubt suggest the best mode of relief. My remarks in 
relation to the Kanzas Indians are intended to apply to all in your Agency.  
I am Sir very respectfully & 
Richd W Cummins Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agent Supt Ind Aff 
near West port 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs       
Sirs S Louis July 12, 1844 
Your letter of the 2" Inst: enclosing your receipt for $870. on ac-count of interest on investment 
for the St Joseph's band of Potawatomies has been received,  and your draft in favor of Mr. Jno.  
C. McCoy for $411 paid at sight on the 8th Inst. The balance of $459 has been this day deposited 
to your credit in the Bank of Mo. at this place agreeable to your desire. Very respectfully &c 
Joshua Carpenter Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supt Ind Affairs 
Sirs S Louis July 12, 1844 
Your appointment of Joseph Swift as Interpreter, and contracts with Joseph Captain & Francis 
Michell as Asst Smiths for the Osages, have been received and approved by the Dept. 
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John Hill Edwards Esq Very respy &ccc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert.  Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 12, 1844 
Your nominations of, and contracts with, Louis Sanscource as Otto Interpreter, and Peter Namess 
as Pawnee Blacksmith, have been recd & approved by the Department. Very respectfully &c 
Danl Miller Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Aff  
 
To the Agents & Sub Agents of    Office Supert Indian Affairs 
the S Louis Superintendency     S Louis July 15, 1844  
Gentlemen, Mr. Cutting, a licensed Indian trader, has my permission to take with him into the 
Indian country, Eighteen gallons of spirits for his awn use, on the express condition that no part 
of it shall be either given or traded to Indians. You will accordingly allow it to pas your posts. 
(Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 



Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis July 24, 1844 
The Comr of Indian Affairs has again decided adversely upon the claims of James Case & Saml 
F. Rennick for services alleged to have been rendered as farmers for the Ottoes in the first 
quarter of 1842, as you will perceive by the enclosed copy of his letter of the 8 Inst: herewith. 
Should the claimants again resolve to press the matter, it must be done through some other 
channel of communication than this office. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 24, 1844 
As requested by your letter of the first inst: I am of opinion that the annuity funds will be here 
about the 1" of next month; you are accordingly at liberty to repair to St Louis on receipt of this, 
for the purpose stated in your letter, and in order that you may be at hand to receive the funds 
intended for your Sub Agency. You will clearly understand however, that no unnecessary charge 
will be admitted  
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while engaged here on your own private business. Very respectfully 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind S. Agt Supt Ind Aff 
Great Nemaha S Agy 
 
To the Agents & Sub Agents       Office Supert Ind Affairs 
of the S Louis Supery St Louis July 27, 1844 
Gentlemen: 
Messrs Pratte & Gabarie, licensed traders have my permission to take with them into the Indian 
Country. Ten gallons of spirits for their own use, on the express condition that no part of it shall 
be either given or traded to Indians. 
You will accordingly allow it to pass your post. 
Very respy Yr Ob S (Signed) Tho H. Harvey Supt Ind Aff 
 
To the Agents & Sub Agents of    Office Supert Ind Affairs  
the S Louis Superintendency      S Louis July 29, 1844 Gentlemen: 
Captain Lynn of the Steam Boat Frolic now about to start for the Upper Missouri, has my 
permission to take with him into the Indian Country, Ten gallons of spirits for the use of himself 
and crew, on the express condition that no part of it shall be either given or traded to Indians. 
You will accordingly allow it to pass your posts. 
Very respectfully &c (Signed) Tho H. Harvey Supt Indn Affr 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis July 29, 1844 



Your letter of the 12th Inst covering your final account for disbursements on account of the 
Indian Dept. has just been received) and the latter after the usual examination, forwarded to the 
Comr of Ind. Affairs. 
Robt A. Callaway Esq Very respectfully, I am Sir 
Neosho Newton Co. Mo (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affr 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis August 2, 1844  
Your letter of the 17" Ulto is before me, in reference to your request for a furlough for Sixty days 
in account of the indisposition of your family, I would say that I hope the situation of your 
family will be such as to enable you without violence to your feelings to be here in time to 
enable you to arrive at your Sub Agency with the annuities by the first of September at the 
furthest. Very respectfully &c 
Jonathan Phillips Esq, Ind S Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey, Supt Ind Aff Columbus, Franklin Co. 
Ohio 
 
Office Supert. Indn Affr  
Sir: S Louis August 5, 1844 
I have the honor herewith to enclose invoices and receipts for the Sioux [?] &cc forwarded to 
you on the 25th Ulto. the latter of which I will thank you to sign and return to this office.     
Very respectfully I am Sir & 
Major Amos J. Bruce (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agent Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis August 12, 1844 
The funds for the payment of the current expenses and Treaty stipulations of your Sub Agency 
having at length arrived, you will please to repair to this place as early as possible, for the 
purpose of receiving & receipt ing for the same. Very respectfully &c 
James McGregor Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt Sup Ind Aff 
Turkey River Sub Agy 
P. S. I have a letter here to your address, from the Dept. acknowledging the receipt of your 
official Bond. 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis August 12, 1844 
The funds for the payment of the current expenses & Treaty Stipulations of your Agency having 
at length arrived, you will oblige me by repairing to thi place as early as possible, for the purpose 
of receiving & receipting  for same. Very respectfully &c 
Major Jno. Beach (Signed) Thos H Harvey 
Wapello County, Iowa T. Supt Ind Aff 
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His Excellency Office Supert Ind Aff 
Gov Jno Chambers               S Louis August 12 1844 
Burlington Iowa T 
Sir:   I have this day received from the Treasurer of the United States, the funds required for the 
current expenses & Treaty stipulations of the Ind Department for the present year. I have 
accordingly made out, and herewith enclose a set of receipts for the amount destined for your 
Supert, for the 1 & 2. qr of this year, which I will thank you to sign, and at the same time to draw 
upon me at sight for their amount, ($582.50) 
I have the honor to be Sir &cc (Signed) Tho H. Harvey Supt Ind Aff P. S. With a view to 
expedite, I have written to Messrs Bruce, Beach and McGregor, advising them that the funds are 
received, and requesting their presence here to receive their respective amounts. (Signed) T.H.H. 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis August 12, 1844 
The funds for the payment of the current expenses & Treaty Stips of your Sub Agency having at 
length arrived, you will please to repair to this place as early as possible, for the purpose of 
receiving and receipting for the same. In order to facilitate your Operations, I have made 
arrangements for furnishing the authorized quantity of provisions for the Osages at their annuity 
payments. Very respectfully &cc 
John Hill Edwards Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agy Supert Ind Aff 
Osage Sub Agy 
  
Office Supert. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis August 12, 1844 
The funds for the payment of the current expenses and Treaty Stipulations of your Sub Agency 
having at length arrived; you will please to repair to this place as early as possible, for the 
purpose of receiving and receipting for the same.        Very respectfully &cc 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Affairs. 
West Port, Mo. 
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Steamer Nimrod  
Sir:                     Fort Leavenworth August 17, 1844 
There being no Sub Agent in the Osage River Sub Agency, and it being important from the 
destitute condition of the Indians in the Sub Agency that they should receive their annuities as 
early as practicable, you will on your visit to S Louis for the Osage River Sub Agency and 
disburse the same as early as practicable.     I am Sir very respy &c 
Richard W. Cummins Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Agt Fort Leavenworth Agy Supt Ind Affrs 
  
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 



Sirs S Louis Sept 2, 1844 
It appears from a letter received here since the departure of Major Harvey, from the Comr of Ind. 
Affairs, that a very gross error was made by one of the Clerks in his office in making out the 
invoices of the Pawnee guns it seems that 100 of these guns are intended for the Pawnee farmers 
under the 12" arts of the Treaty of 9 Oct 1833; and that the remaining 235, together with the 4O 
rifles, belong to the annuity goods—these 40 rifles by the way, were not inserted at all in the first 
invoices received from Mr. Crawford, In order therefor to correct this error before it be carried 
thro your accounts or those of this office, I have made out and herewith enclose duplicate 
receipts for each class which I will thank you to sign & return as early as possible. The receipts 
for the guns already signed by you will be cancelled & those now enclosed be used in their 
places I also enclose invoices of each which will answer for your office; but on the return of the 
Supert: regular ones will be made out, signed & forwarded to you. It is well that they discovered 
the error this early, as otherwise it might produce great confusion in our accounts. 
Danl Miller Esqr With great respect &c 
Ind Agent (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office P. S. I enclose a letter to your address from the 2" Audr, & also for Mr, Elliott 
which I will thank you to send to him. 
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Office Supert Indn Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sept 3, 1844 
I herewith have the honor to deliver to you, the claim of Jos Robi-doux Sr against the Sacs & 
Foxes with its accompanying papers, and the claims of J. McCullah against the Ioways, together 
with copies of the instructions of the Comr of Ind Affr of the 16" & 21 March last in relation to 
each. Also, the claim of F. W. Risque Esq against the Sacs & Foxes for services rendered them in 
1837- while making their treaty with the United States; you will find herewith a copy of his 
contract with said Indians, & copies of letters from the Secy of War & Comr of Indian Affairs of 
the 3" Ulto, by which you will see the great desire manifested to have this claim settled out of 
their present annuity, as its justness is conceived to be evident by the Secretary. You will also see 
the necessity of using every exertion to induce the Sacs to settle with the claimant, and the 
importance of delaying the payment, if it can be done without injury to the public service, until 
the arrival of Mr. Risque, in order that he may have an opportunity of pressing his claim in 
person. For the purpose of throwing some additional light on this matter, I enclose a copy of Mr. 
Crawford's letter of 22 Augt 1843 to Mr. Risque, received under cover of letter to this office of 
24. of same month. 
I likewise enclose copies of three letters from the Comr of Indian Affairs—of the 17" 20" & 22 
August Ulto—the first in relation to the Manual labor school; the second, to the claim of the 
Presbyterian board of Foreign Missions; & the third, the authority for deducting $3000 from the 
Ioways and Sacs of Mo, to be paid to Geo. Willis, per act of last session of Congress. With this 
you will also receive a copy of the Allotment of funds for your Sub Agency, on which you will 
find the deductions above to properly noted. Very respectfully I am Sir 
W. P. Richardson Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Present Clk Ind Office 
 



Office Supert. Ind. Affairs      
Sir; S Louis Sep 7, 1844 
I hasten to enclose you a copy of a letter this day received from the Dept. by which you will 
perceive that the request of the Shawnees respecting the $2637.19/100 is granted. 
I am informed by another letter that the Sub Agt for the Potawatomies, Mr. Vaughan, lies 
dangerously ill, and that it is altogether uncertain when he will be able to enter upon his duties. 
The Supert is accordingly directed to make immediate arrangements for the payment of the 
Indians in that Sub Agency, by sending some one to perform  
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that duty. So you see that the arrangement made was the very thing needed. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis Sept 9, 1844 
Your nomination of Calvin Perkins as Blacksmith for the Shawnees, has been approved by the 
Department, and I am very respy Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Agt Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Sept 20, 1844 
I have just received a letter from the Supert. Ind. Affairs dated the11th Inst: at the Osage River 
Sub Agency, in which he informs me that he will be here before the close of this month, and 
directs me to say to you that he will, he thinks, be able to start from this place on the 2"  October 
next for your Sub Agency for the purpose of making the contemplated treaty with the 
Winnebagoes. From this you will be able to calculate with sufficient precision, the time when it 
will be necessary to have the Indians assembled. Will you favor me by sending down  the 
receipts for the annuity goods at your earliest convenience. 
James McGregor Esq With great respect &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs       
Sir; S Louis Oct 5, 1844 
You will perceive by the enclosed copy of letter from the Comr of Ind Affairs of the 26" Ulto: 
that he has rescended his former decision in relation to the pay of James Case, and that he is to 
be paid for his services as Ottoe farmer to include the 29 of March, 1842. 
Danl Miller Esq With great respect I am Sir &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office P. S.  As you have no funds on hand under the head of "Ottoe Farmers", you can 
draw on the Supert of Ind. Affairs for the amt required, & at the same time forward to this office 
your duplicate receipts therefor.  J. H. 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis October 12, 1844  
Several communications were recd from you last evening, (up to the 18 Sepr) covering accounts 
&cc. I am now about to start for the Mississippi to meet the Winnebagoes (in a few hours). 
Immediately on my return they shall be attended to. I am in hopes to be at your place from the 
10" to the 20" of November, for the purpose as I informed you on a former occasion to [?] with 
the Potawatomies. The assembling them I leave to your discretion as to place, & whether they 
should be assembled before I arrive or not, as the particular time is by no means certain. 
Richd S.  Elliott Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agy (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Sir: Saline County, Mo. Sept 28, 1844 
As soon as your engagements in your own Agency will admit of it, you will, in the event the Sub 
Agent for the Osage River Sub Agency has not arrived, contract for twenty five yoke of oxen npt 
less than four years old nor more than seven, with good yokes, rings and staples, to be delivered 
in the Osage Sub Agency for the St Joseph's & Prairie bands of Potawatomies; it should be 
specially provided that the oxen should be unyoked and re-yoked in the presence of the Indians 
in an open space. You will draw on me for the amount. You will also contract for the delivery of 
corn on the Osage River Sub Agency to the amount of the balance of the funds in your hands for 
the purchase of provisions at the annuity payment. It is desirable that the oxen should be 
furnished as soon as possible—brashy cattle are very in convenient for the Indians; it would be 
well to provide against such. 
R. W. Cummins Esq I have the honor to be sir &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Oct 10, 1844 
On arriving at your Sub Agency, you will enter into a written contract as early as may be 
convenient with Mr. Grover as miller at the Sugar Creek mills; the terms of the contract you will 
find in a letter from me to Mr. Grover in his possession. You had better make four copies all 
signed by the parties—two to be forwarded to this office, one to be retained in your office, and 
another by Mr. Grover. 
You will also ascertain what the mill at Potawatomie creek  
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can be moved upon higher ground (say near the old issue house) and put up in good order for. On 
Mr. Carpenter's paying you the amount for the provisioning Indians, after deducting $410.15 you 
will procure corn for the balance to be delivered to all the Indians in your Sub Agency in such 
manner as you may think best. The $410.15 is for beef already advanced these Indians and paid 
for at this office—the amount will be needed here. The Potawatomies of your Sub Agency lost a 



number of yoke of oxen last fall and winter, which had been purchased in the adjoining counties) 
it is very desirable you should afford them all the aid in your power in obtaining them 
You will at a convenient time contract for two larger Prairie ploughs for the Ottawa Indians, and 
draw on  me for the amount. 
Alfred J. Vaughan Esq I have the honor to be sir &cc. 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Osage River Sub Agcy Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Oct 18, 1844 
Your cash accounts for the third quarter of this year received with your letter of the 30" Ulto: 
after the usual examination, have been this day transmitted to the office of the Comr of Indn 
Affairs. 
On looking over the vouchers, a slight irregularity has been perceived in two of them—the 8" & 
10 "current expenses: the receipts to each are informal;—they should fully state the date of 
payment, from whom received, and the amount, as in your other vouchers--"Recd payment in 
full is a form, of receipt that has heretofore been objected to by the Treasury officers.  
With great respect &cc 
Jonathan Phillips Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agt. Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Oct 18, 1844 
I am directed by the Supert of Indian Affairs to inform you that when at the Osage Sub Agency, 
a few weeks ago, he paid Charles Mongrain for his services as Interpreter $98.63 on the 
certificate of Mr. Callaway, the former Sub Agent, from 1 June to 29 of April last; he 
subsequently paid to Mr. Edwards to reimburse him for the amount paid to Joseph Swiss, the 
present Interpreter $58.35/100 mailing together $156.98 being an excess of $6.98 over the half 
year's salary. It appears from the record of the agreement on file in this office, that Joseph Swiss 
was employed on the 20" of April and only received  
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what he was entitled to, to include the 30" of June last. Hence it is manifest that G. Mongrain has 
been overpaid $6.98/100. You will be pleased to obtain this sum from him & credit it to the 
Supert. in order that it may be included in the receipts that will be prepared hereafter & 
forwarded for your signature for the 3" & 4"  quarters of this year. Have the goodness to inform 
this office when you shall have collected the above. 
I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from the Department in relation to the repairs of the house of 
Chinga Wassa, which will give you all the information that is necessary on the subject. Wishing 
you a safe and pleasant trip, I have the honor to be Sir &c 
Joel Crittenden Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agent Clk Ind Off 
  
Office Supert Ind Aff 
Sir: S Louis Oct 21, 1844 



In  my letter to you of the 18" Inst: I forgot to mention another matter to which the Supert wished 
me to call your attention. 
On the 6" of August last, the annuity goods and a quantity of iron & steel were forwarded to your 
predecessor for the service of the Osage Indians; the receipts for the annuity goods have been 
received, but not those for the iron and steels Mr* Edwards informed me, when here, that he 
turned over the latter articles to the Blacksmith, took his receipts there for, and left them with his 
other papers in the care of Mr. Chouteau at the Sub Agency, from whom they could be obtained. 
Tou will confer a favor on the Supert. by getting them & forwarding them to this office as early 
as practicable, as they are required to close the property return of the last quarter.  
With great respect I am Sir &c 
Joel Cruttenden, Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agy Clk Ind Office 
Fort Scott, Mo. 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Oct 22, 1844 
Your nomination of and contract with Charles Chapdelaine as Asst Smith for the Pawnees have 
been approved by the Department under date of the 11th Instant.  
Very respectfully &c 
Danl Miller Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Agt Clk Ind Office 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Oct 24, 1844 
Your communications of the 5th & 6th Inst, accompanied by your cash a/cs & property return for 
the 3" quarter of this year—your annual report, & the reports &cc of your farmers & Teachers, 
were reed at this office by this morning's mail. 
Your accounts have been transmitted to the Comr of Ind. Affairs; and your reports &cc will be 
forwarded likewise, as soon as they are recorded. 
On looking over your accounts, permit me to remark, that you have omitted to give a distinct 
space to "provisions" for Indians, in your abstract with your contingencies: they should have 
been kept separate. 
W. P. Richardson Esq With great respect &cc 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) John Haverty 
Great Nemaha S Agt Clk Ind, Aff 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Oct 26, 1844 
Your official bond was forwarded from this office on the 2" Instant, and its receipt and approval 
acknowledged by the Comr of Ind Affairs in a letter dated the 14" Inst: and this day received 
here. 
Major Amos J. Bruce Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agent (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 



 
Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis Oct 30, 1844 
Your letter of the 31" Inst: accompanied by your cash a/c for the 3" quarter of this year, 
statement of disbursement for Sep 1 statement of persons employed; your annual report & those 
of the Shawnee & Delaware Manual labor schools have been this day received, and after the 
usual examination and record, been forwarded to the Department at Washington City. Major R. 
W. Cummins, Ind Agt     Very respectfully &cc (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs         
Sir: S Louis Novr 8th 1844 
Your several letters of the 17" 18" 27" & 30 Sep Ulto: together with your cash accounts & 
property returns for the 3" quarter of this year, were received here by yesterday's mail, & the 
latter, after the usual examination, forwarded to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.   
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You are correct with regard to the amount to be deposited to your credit in Bank here; and 
$5275.67 has accordingly been placed to your credit. The money for the iron and steel for the 
Omaha & Ottoe Smiths' ships ($220 for cash) has been returned here, as it was deemed 
unnecessary to encumber you with it until required for use. With regard to the Pawnee Shops, it 
appears from the schedule of the Comr of Ind. Affairs, that the allowance has expired. You now 
have in your hands the only funds applicable to those shops. Carolan Mathers arrived here on the 
5" Inst; & presented your letter & check for $700 payable to the order of Major Harvey; in the 
absence of the Major, I went with him to the Bank & made arrangements whereby he obtained 
the money. He says that he has still a balance due to him for his services as farmer; if so, and that 
you send on the necessary certificate he can be paid here when the funds arrive. Major Harvey is 
now absent among the Winnebagoes endeavouring to effect a treaty with them. 
Danl. Miller Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs       
Sirs S Louis Nov 8, 1844 
Your letters of the 20" & 25" Inst: with your report on the Presbyterian Mission buildings, were 
received cm yesterdays your report will be forwarded by tomorrow's mail to the Comr of Indian 
Affairs. 
Major Harvey is at present absent, endeavouring to effect a treaty with the Winnebagoes; I look 
for his return in a few days, when your application for a leave of absence will be laid before him. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs  
Sir: S Louis Nov 9, 1844 



I have at length a little respite from my usual drudgery, & I cheer-fully employ it in redeeming 
my promise to you at your departure. 
You will find enclosed a set of imaginary accounts, which I trust are sufficiently plain to aid you 
as forms in the making up of your accounts for this quarter. I have included in each abstract all 
the heads which you are likely to have any occasion for, and you will readily understand the 
class of vouchers that belong to each. The a/c current embraces on the Cr. side, all moneys 
received by you in the quarter, together with any balance that may be due the U. S. from the 
preceding quarter; and on the Dr side, the amount disbursed as shown by the two abstracts of 
current expenses and treaty stipulations;  
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should the Dr side not close of itself by showing a total disbursement of all received, it must be 
closed By the balance due the U. S. under the several heads to which it is applicable. The 
abstracts are too plain to need illustration--they of course must be sustained by their proper 
vouchers numbered in the order in which they are entered. You will also find enclosed a form of 
a common account or voucher. The Property return should embrace in the first division., under 
the head of "From whom received," all property of every description that may have come into 
your hands during the quarter, whether by purchase, or recd from officers of the Department, the 
second division embraces the receipts of those to whom the property has been delivered, under 
the head of "To whom issued", & should be supported by their receipts as vouchers. The monthly 
Statement should be forwarded in duplicate to this office at the close of each month, and is 
intended to exhibit the sums remaining in your hands under each head of service—no vouchers 
are required to accompany this. All your vouchers should be taken in triplicate, as you will have 
to render two complete sets of accounts to this office at the end of each quarter-one to be 
forwarded to Washington, and the other to be retained on file here. 
Before I close, permit me to inquire whether the four ox waggons, Two two-horse waggons and 
two sets of harness heretofore forwarded to your predecessor, have been turned over to you? if 
so, your duplicate receipts for them should be sent here as early as possible. I would also like to 
know whether Mr. Carpenter has turned over to you the $607 due from him to the U. S. on 
account of provisions, as a portion of it is required to pay for the articles already purchased & 
delivered to those Indians by the Superto Major Harvey is still absent among the Winnebagoes, 
but I look for him daily. Wishing you success in the discharge of your duties. 
Alfred J. Vaughan Esq I am Sir with great resepct &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis Nov 11, 1844 
I enclose herewith, a copy of a letter recd from the Comr of Indn Affairs, by which you are 
authorized to comply with the request of the Shawnee Indians by paying them in cash the last 
remittance of $2062. Tou have been heretofore authorized, under former instructions, to pay 
them in cash also, the 2637.19/100 first remitted. 
Tour nomination of Powhatan Phifer as Asst. Smith for these Indians has been approved.  
Very respectfully &c 
Major R. W.  Cummins (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 



Ind Agent Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs        
Sir:        S Louis Nov 11, 1844 
I enclose herewith, a copy of a letter of the 31" Ulto: from the Comr of Ind Affairs, by which you 
will be informed that the resignation of Mr. Irvin as Ioway Interpreter, has been accepted, & the 
nomination of J. B. Roy as his successor approved. 
You will also perceive that the payment of the Wallis claim was by no means the act of the 
Department, but that of the last session of Congress, which you will be pleased to impress upon 
the Indians. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Novr 12, l844 
Various reports having been received at the Department of Indian Affrs of irregularities, if not 
frauds, that are said to have taken place in certain of the payments made by the late Osage Sub 
Agent Callaway to the Osage Reservees; you are hereby specially directed to investigate 
minutely the allegations and to report the result as early as convenient to this office. To enable 
you to go fully into the matter, you will receive herewith a copy of the Commissioner's letter of 
the 13" Ulto: the report of the second auditor &cc. and Sundry original vouchers; of these latter 
great care should be taken, as they will be required to be returned to the Treasury files after the 
investigation is closed. You will have them carefully returned to this office. It is supposed that 
the resident traders and their clerks will be able to give you important information upon the 
subjects presented for investigation;—they should be strictly interrogated as well as the 
claimants, and such other persons as may be likely to shed any light on the matters in issue. Be 
pleased to acknowledge the receipt of the package directly it comes to your hands.  
Very respectfully &c 
Joel Cruttenden Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt Supb Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind; Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, Novr 12, l844 
I enclose you a letter from the Comr of Indian Affairs, dated Oct 31, l844, authorizing contracts 
to be made for the building of twenty one houses for certain Osage chiefs and principal men 
under the treaty of 1839, 5" Article. You will observe from the Commissioner's letter that the  
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sites are to be fixed by the Sub Agent after consulting with the individuals for whom they are 
intended. You will of course see the necessity of consulting the feelings & prejudices of the 
persons for whom the houses are to be built, but at the same time I think it desirable that their 
houses should be lo-cated on healthy sites; North of streams and in the prairie is found in our 



country to be healthiest. When you differ with the person for whom the location is intended you 
should take great pains to convince him that your views are intended for his interest. 
Your notice for proposals should be ample, and in such manner as to invite the fullest 
competition. You should enter into triplicate contracts, two of which will be forwarded to this 
office, & the other returned by your-self. 
I hope that the work will be done in such manner as to merit the confidence of the Indians in the 
Government & from my observation I feel very confident that where it is merited it will not be 
withheld. 
The Indians will return from their fall hunt sometime in December when it will be a favorable 
time to make selections for their houses. 
Joel Cruttenden Esq I have the honor to be Sir &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs       
Sir: S Louis Novr 13, 1844 
The enclosed communication has been received at this office; you will observe that it is signed 
by Mr. Allis and six others in the employment of the Government; the charges are of too serious 
a character to pas unnoticed. I deem it proper that you should visit the Mission at the earliest 
practicable day and examine the persons who have made the charges & others that you may 
deem necessary on oath, the evidence you -will cause to be written and signed by the witnesses 
& forwarded to this office with such remarks as you may deem proper. You will return the 
communication of Mr. Allis & others, after taking a copy. I send by Mr. Elliott this 
communication, & from a press of business have not time to copy it. The Department has 
approved of my instructions in relation to substituting labourers for three of the farmers, but 
insists on the continuance of the Teacher. You will please to cause the enclosed letter to Mr. 
Allis to be delivered to him. Very respectfully &c 
Danl Miller Esq (Signed) Tho H Harvey 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Nov 12, 1844 
On Saturday last nine Kanzas Indians arrived here under charge of Genl Growther on their way 
east. I have prevailed on them to return and send them up by the "Genl. Brooke." I presume these 
Indians are in a suffering condition for food; from what I can learn from Mr. Crawford the 
Government will not let them suffer. I hope you will adopt such a course as will provide against 
their suffering. They should have corn furnished them and I presume some meat when it is 
necessary, everything however is left to your better opportunity of judging I would be pleased to 
hear from you as to the best mode of providing for them. Very respectfully & c 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) Thos H. Harvey 
Ind Agent Supt Ind Aff 
Fort Leavenworth Agency 
  
Office Supert, Ind Affairs 



Sir: S Louis Novr 20, 1844 
You will find on the next page a copy of the decision of the Department on the claim of S. E. 
Weeks, which was submitted under cover of a letter from this office on the 23" Ulto: 
Richd S Elliott Esq Very respectfully 
Ind S Agt Yr Mo Ob Sv 
(Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Superte Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Novr 22, l844 
I enclose herewith, a copy of a letter of the 13th Inst; and this day received, from the Comr of 
Indian Affairs, in relation to your late visit to this city, and am With great respect &cc 
Richd S. Elliott Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agent Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Superb, Ind: Affairs 
Sirs S Louis Novr 22 , 1844 
A letter has been this day received from the Comr of Ind. Affairs, 
dated the 13" Inst: approving your contract with Preston Richardson as 
farmer for the Ioways. Very respectfully &cc 
Wo P. Richardson Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agent Clk Ind Off 
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Office Supert. Indian Affairs     
Sir; S Louis, Decr 12, 1844 
Tour several communications of the 22" & 25 Ulto; & 1" Inst: with their enclosures have been 
received at this office. I regret that I had not seen at an earlier day your application for a 
furlough; if however you have not received the benefit you expected at Fort Leavenworth, and 
still desire to visit S Louis for the purpose of having an operation performed on your eye, you 
have permission to do so. 
You will see by the enclosed copy of a letter from the Comr of Indian Affairs of the 14"  Ulto: 
that the request of the Ioways and Sacs of Mo. has been granted; I accordingly forward for your 
signature two sets of receipts namely $3000 for the Ioways, and $2000 for the Sacs, on account 
of their next year's annuity, for which amounts you will be pleased to draw upon me at sight and 
also receive, attached to the letter of the Commissioner, an explanation of the $4,700, retained 
out of the Sac Annuity for 1838, a large portion of which constituted no doubt, the balance 
reported to be due to this tribe, and of which $3,496.50 have recently been paid to F. W. Risque 
Esqr at their request. 
The remittance for the 3" & 4" quarters of this year have not yet been received, consequently 
your drafts on that account cannot be paid until it does, nor then, until your regular receipts for 
your current expenses shall have been received. Directly the remittance comes to hand, the usual 
receipts for your signature shall be forwarded to you, & authority be given to draw for the 
amount.  With regard to Treasury notes, I have now none on hand. Very respectfully &cc 
W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 



Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs     
Sir: S Louis Dec 13, 1844 
I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from the Comr of Inds Affairs, dated 25"  Ulto: authorizing 
the payment of the accounts of L. R. Darling & H. Watts out of the contingent fund of this office; 
I also enclose the accounts themselves and their accompanying papers in order that they may be 
paid by you; and to enable you to do so, you are hereby authorized to draw upon me at sight for 
their amount ($38.69) and at the same time to sign & return to this office the enclosed duplicate 
receipts therefor. 
You will also find herewith, a set of accounts made out in your name, which was received under 
cover of your letter of the 4" October, for cer-tain buildings said to have been purchased of Peter 
A Sarpy.  
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It must be apparent to you that if the purchase were made as stated, the account should have been 
in the name of Mr. Sarpy, certified by you and receipted by him; as it is, they are wholly 
irregular. No previous authority hav-ing been given for the draft, it of course has not been paid. 
Your letter above referred to however, together with the certificate which accompanied it, have 
been referred for the decision of the Gomr of Ind Affairs; should he concur3 proper accounts 
shall in due time be forwarded for Mr. Sarpy's signature and authority given to draw for the 
amount.  The funds for the second half of this year have not yet been received. 
Richd S. Elliott Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind S Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Council Bluffs S. Agency Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert Ind: Affairs     
Sir: S Louis Decr 13, 1844 
I herewith enclose the account of P. A, Sarpy for Tobacco, furnished to you as presents for 
Indians; and also, a copy of the letters of the Comr of Ind. Affairs of the 27 Ulto: authorizing its 
payment out of the contingent funds of your Agency.  Very respectfully &c 
Danl Miller Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 26" 1844 
I have received your letter of the 30" Ulto: covering your accounts for expenses incurred in 
coming to S Louis and returning thence to your Sub Agency, and a statement of your 
disbursements for the month of November. 
The first, I have this day forwarded to the Department for its de-cision, but without 
recommending its allowance, as the journey was unauthorized, just uncalled for; the second is 
herewith returned. The object of the monthly statement being to exhibit the sums received, and 
the balance on hand applicable to the succeeding month, as well as the disbursements, you will 
be pleased to so model your future statements as to embrace these three essentials. Very 
respectfully &c 



Richd S. Elliott Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind S. Agt Supt Ind Affr 
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Office Supert Ind: Affairs        
Sir: S Louis Decr 28th l844 
I have the honor herewith to enclose, for your information & government, a copy of a letter of 
the 18" Inst: yesterday recd here from the Comr of Ind. Affr containing instructions with regard 
to the permanent location of the Stockbridges and Munsees, now residing on the Delaware lands 
within your Agency. 
I also forward a packet by this day's mail to your care for the Supert. of Ind. Affairs, containing 
another copy of these instructions, which I will thank you to hand to him, should you receive it 
before he arrives. He left here by the stage on yesterday morning for Westport on matters of 
official duty.        Very respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Agt Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert, Ind; Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 26, l844 
I have your communication (without date) informing me that you had arrived at Fort Pierce on 
the 11" of October last, and enclosing your agreement with Mr. Cern as your interpreter. Both 
have been submitted to the Department with an earnest request to grant the petition of the 
Yancton Sioux, with regard to the investment of the money due them under treaty stipulations. 
On the subject of presents for your Agency, the sum of $600 has been remitted for the current 
year, and is now on hand for that purpose. As statements have been received here, accusing you 
of partiality towards the American Pur Company in the discharge of your official duties, I would 
call your attention in an especial manner to the instructions of my predecessor of _the 6" of 
October 1842, relative to the caution you should observe in accepting of the hospitality of any 
one class of traders to the exclusion of others;  your course should be such as to place you above 
suspicion, and to defy complaint. I am glad that you have changed Jewett for your present 
interpreter, as the employment of the former seemed to furnish some ground for the 
dissatisfaction expressed in that part of some of the traders. Very respectfully I am Sir 
A. Drips Esq Yr Mo Ob Svt 
Ind Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Upper Mo Agency Supt Ind Aff 
P. S. I enclose, for your satisfaction & information, a copy of the reply of the Comr of Ind, 
Affairs, relative to the complaint made against you by Mr. Cutting, one of the Upper Mo. 
Traders. 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Decr 28, 1844 
The vSupert having gone to Westport on official business, it becomes my duty to forward for 
your information, a copy of a letter yesterday received from the Comr of Indn Affairs, which you 



will find herewith relative to an irregularity in rendering your accounts for disbursements under 
treaty stipulations for the Ioways & Sacs & Foxes. You will perceive that separate abstracts are 
required. 
It may not be out of place here, to call your attention to another matter that may draw on you the 
censure of the Department, namely, the making out your accounts & other official documents on 
large paper. You are aware (for you have been furnished with a copy) that there is a regulation 
which directs that the paper shall be of uniform size with that used by the office at Washington, 
and with which the sheet on which I now write exactly corresponds.       Very respectfully &c 
W. P. Richardson Esqr (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind S. Agt Clk Ind Office 
  
His Excellency Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Gov Jno Chambers S Louis January 2" 1845 
Burlington I T 
Sir    The remittances for the service of the Ind. Dept. for the 3" & 4"  quarters of 1844,  having 
been this day received from the Treasurer of the United States, you are respectfully requested to 
draw upon me at sight for the amount ($482.50/100ths) allotted for your Super-intendency and at 
the same time to sign and return the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. I enclose herewith a 
copy of the allotment. 
I have the honor to be sir &cc (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supert Ind Affr 
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Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, January 2, 1845 
The funds for the service of the Department withinnthis Superintendency having arrived, I am 
directed to inform you, that you are authorized and requested to draw upon the Supert. at sight 
for 1210, and at the same time to sign & return therefor, the two sets of duplicate receipts 
herewith enclosed. A duplicate of the allotment is enclosed also. The Supert. is at present absent, 
attending to the investigation of charges preferred by the Wyandotts against their Sub Agent. 
Richd S. Elliott Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) John Haverty Clk Ind Off 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis January 2, 1845 
The funds for the service of the Indian Department within this Super-intendency having arrived, 
I am directed to inform you that you are author-ized and requested to draw upon the Supert at 
Sight for $2045 and at the same time to sign & return therefor, the three sets of duplicate receipts 
herewith enclosed. 
No remittance has been made for the Pawnees under any head, and the only funds here to their 
credit are $1744.50/lOO on account of agricultural implements; I think it necessary to give you 
this information, in order that you may not commit yourself beyond your means with the farmers 
& Blacksmiths. The Supert. is absent on official duty. I enclose a duplicate of the allotment for 
your Agency.       Very respectfully &c 
Danl Miller Esq (Signed) John Haverty 



Ind Agt Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 3, 1845 
The funds for the service of your Agency for the 3" & 4"  Quarters, of the last year, having been 
received at this office, I am directed to inform you that you are authorized and requested to draw 
upon the Supert at Sight for $2115 and at the same time to sign & return the enclosed duplicate 
receipts therefor. You will find enclosed a duplicate of the allotment. The Superintendent's 
absence on official duty procures me the honor of making you this communication. 
Major John Beach Very respectfully I am Sir &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Sac & Fox Agy Wapello Co. I.T.        Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir:    S Louis January 3rd 1845 
The funds for the service of your Agency for the 3" & 4"quarters of the last year, having been 
received at this office; I am directed to inform you that you are authorized and requested to draw 
upon the Superb, at sight for $5,545 and at the same time to sign & return therefor, the two sets 
of duplicate receipts herewith enclosed.  You will also find enclosed a duplicate of the allotment. 
The absence of the Superintendent on official duty, procures me the honor of making you this 
communication. 
Major Amos J. Bruce Very respy &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty, Clk Ind Off 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis January 3, 1845 
The funds for the service of your Sub Agency for the 3" & 4" quarters of the last year, having 
been received at this office; I am directed to inform you, that you are authorized and requested to 
draw upon the Supert. at sight, for their amount--namely--$6770. and at the same time to sign 
and return therefor, the two sets of duplicate receipts herewith enclosed. You will also find 
enclosed a duplicate of this allotment. The Superintendent's absence on official duty, procures 
me the honor of making you this communication. Very respectfully I am sir 
James McGregor Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs    
Sir: S Louis January 3, 1845 
The funds for the current expenses of your Sub Agency, for the 3" and 
4" quarters of the last year having been received at this office; I am directed to inform you that 
you are authorized and requested to draw upon the Supert. at sight for their amount--namely--
$740. and at the same time to sign and return therefor, the duplicate receipts herewith enclosed. 
You will also find enclosed a duplicate of the allotment. In drawing, you had better make a 
reservation for your draft of $200 in favor of Mr. January which will be paid on the return of 
your receipt. 



The Superintendent's absence on official duty procures me the honor of making you this 
communication. Very respectfully &c 
Wm. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind S Agt Clk Ind Office 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs    
 
Sirs S Louis Jany 3, 1845 
The funds for the service of your Agency for the 3" & 4" quarters of last year, having been 
received at this office, I am instructed to inform you that you are authorized and requested to 
draw upon the Supert at sight for their amount--namely--$3115. and at the same time to sign & 
return therefor, the four sets of duplicate receipts herewith enclosed. You will also find enclosed 
a duplicate of the allotment, from which you will per-ceive that only one shop for the Shawnees 
is provided for. 
The absence of the Supert on official duty in your section of country, procures me the pleasure of 
making you this communication. 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Agent Clk Ind Office 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 3, 1845 
The funds for the service of your Sub Agency for the 3" & 4" quarters of the last year, having 
been received at this office; I am instructed by the Supert. of Ind affairs (who is now in your 
section of the country) to inform you that you are authorized and requested to draw upon him at 
Sight for their amount—namely—$910 and at the same time to sign and return therefor: the two 
sets of duplicate receipts herewith enclosed. I also enclose a duplicate of the allotment, and am 
Jonathan Phillips Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
West port, Mo. Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 4, 1845 
The funds for the service of your Sub Agency for the 3 & 4 quarters of the last year, having been 
received at this office, I am instructed by the Supert of Ind. Affairs (who is now absent on 
official duty in your section of country) to inform you, that you are authorized and instructed to 
draw upon him for their amount at sight—namely—$1345 and at the same time to sign and 
return therefor, the two sets of duplicate receipts herewith enclosed, I also enclose a duplicate of 
the allotment of funds, from which you will perceive that no remittance has been, made for the 
pay of labourers. 
Alfred J. Vaughn Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 4, 1845 



The funds for the service of your Sub Agency for the 3" & 4" quarters of the last year, having 
been received at this office, I am instructed to inform you that you are authorized and requested 
to draw upon the Supert. at sight for $l575 and at the same time, to sign & return therefor, the 
two sets of duplicate receipts herewith enclosed. You will also find enclosed a duplicate of the 
allotment; you will perceive that the amount remitted for the Miller & Asst has been returned 
here. 
Should Charles Mongrain have refunded to you the $6.98/100 over paid him, you will of course 
deduct that sum from the amount of your draft. The absence of the Supert. on official duty, 
procures me the honor of making you this communication.    Very respectfully I am Sir &c 
Joel Cruttenden Esq (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agent Clk Ind Office 
Osage Sub Agency 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 13, l845 
Your nominations of, and contracts with James Mathers as principal farmer, & G. W. Gaston & 
L. W. Platt as asst farmers for the Pawnees; & of Johnston Hayler & Benj. Groove as Blacksmith 
& asst. for the same Indians have received the approval of the Comr of Ind: Affairs—-the three 
first named, on the 26" Dec Ulto, & the two last on the 2nd Inst. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Council Bluffs Agy Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 13, 1845       
Your cash accounts, property returns &cc for the 4th qr of last year, together with your letters of 
the 31" Ulto: were received here on yesterday: today, after being properly assorted & filed, one 
set has been forwarded to the office of the Comr of Ind. Affairs. Your application for a leave of 
absence shall be laid before the Supert. directly he returns from Westport, where he now is on 
official duty. 
Alfred J. Vaughan Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Osage River Sub Agency Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Superb Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 15, 1845 
Your letter of the 5" Instant, accompanied by your cash a/cs for the 4th quarter of 1844, & your 
monthly statement for Decr Ulto, have been this day received, and the duplicates forwarded to 
the Comr of Ind Affr. 
Major R. W. Cummins Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Westport Mo. Clk Ind Office 
 
Sir: Independence Mo. Jany 9, 1844 



Through Mr. Boon of Westport I have purchased of Mr. Rice for the Kansas 3000 bushels of 
corn, for the Delaware 342 for the Shawnees 480, for the Munsees 178, making four thousand 
bushels at 40 cents. From the high price that corn would cost delivered to the Kanzas I would 
submit to you if it would not be better as they have an abundance of horses and suitable sacks for 
them to take the corn from Mr. Rice's, Mr. Rice will have the corn shelled, you should 
accompany them to Mr. R's, and compel the interpreter to continue with  
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them until they passed through Shawnee County. I presume that the other Indians, as it is not far, 
could also take the corn from Mr. R's. In view of the Kanzas moving their corn I have 
determined to give them 500 bushels more than was at first contemplated. Understanding that the 
Kanzas are about returning from their hunt I would suggest that you send out the Interpreter 
immediately for the purpose of enforcing upon them not to come in until they are authorized by 
you to come for corn. Would not a mandatory message to them from you associating the Supert 
in the message, with a statement of what the Government is doing for them, have an effect upon 
their habits for the present. 
Receipts will be forwarded to you, when received at this office in St Louis, your order for 
Sixteen hundred dollars will be paid the amount of the corn purchased of Mr Rice.    I am Sir 
very respectfully &c 
Rich W. Cummins Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Aff 
Westport. Mo. 
 
Sir: Westport, Jany 7, l845 
The Government has determined to furnish the Potawatomies of the Osage, the Peorias, Weas & 
Piankishaws with four thousand bushels of corn, the Ottawas with Seven hundred and Sixty 
Bushels & the Chippewas with eighty Bushels. 
I deem it best to purchase it in the open market you will therefore procure for the Potawatomies 
&cc four thousand bushels to be delivered at such time and place as you may deem best—the 
corn is intended as a relief to the distressed Indians, you will therefore take care that the destitute 
alone receive it. 
The seven hundred and Sixty bushels for the Ottawas & the eighty bushels for the Chippewas 
may be delivered to the natives in bulk as soon as convenient, as they are all destitute no 
exceptions need by made. 
You will of course see the necessity of rigid economy, and a careful attention to the 
measurement which should be no less than fifty pounds to the bushel--also the manner of 
distribution. 
Much discretion will be necessary to give effect to the humane object of the Government. 
It is expected that the corn will not cost over 60 cents per Bushel. 
A. S.Vaughan Esq Respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Osage River Sub Agy Supt Ind Aff 
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Sir: Westport, Mo. January 7, 1845 
The Government has determined in consequence of the scarcity of bread stuffs among the 
Osages, to furnish them with 5,000 bushels of corn. 
I have come to the conclusion that it can be purchased in the market from farmers or others on 
better terms than by advertising for proposals— the result of observation in relation to 
advertising for purposes is that it often produces collusion on the part of bidders at the expense 
of the Government: you will contract for the delivery of 2,000 bushels of corn by the first day of 
March, 2000 by the 1" of April, and 1000 by the first of May to be delivered in sacks at the 
Agency buildings, (Missouri measure, or fifty pounds to the Bushel. The money will be paid by 
you on delivery of the corn or in S Louis. You will of course observe rigid economy in the 
purchase, and it is hoped it will not cost over fifty cents per Bushel. 
Joel Cruttenden Esq I have the honor to be &c 
Osage Sub Agency (Signed) Tho H Harvey 
Fort Scott, Mo. Supt Ind Aff 
 
Sir: Independence Mo Jany 9, 1845  
The Comr of Indian Affairs having authorized the furnishing of the destitute Indians in your 
Agency with 4,000 bushels of corn, you will purchase in open market that quantity; it is expected 
you will proceed to the Upper counties of Mo, and procure at the lowest price possible delivered 
at Such place or places as you may deem advisable, you will not consider the requiring you to go 
to the state to interdict you from purchasing at the spot, if you can do so on advantageous terms. 
The corn should be delivered shelled & in sacks fifty pounds to the bushel, it is expected you 
will use every economy in the purchase, and all possible discretion in delivering it to the Indians. 
Receipts will be forwarded to you for $2000, on receipt of which at the office in S Louis that 
amount will be paid to your order. It is not intended to limit you at fifty cents the bushel. 
Daniel Miller Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt. Council Bluffs (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
High Bridge Creek, Holt Co. Mo        Supt Ind Aff 
  
Sir: West Port Mo Jany 7, l845 
The Government has it in contemplation of establishing schools in the Osages country, it will 
become necessary to make a selection for its location. The Osage half breeds, of the Osages 
concur, have it in contemplation of making a settlement in their country, it is deemed  
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desirable that the location should be made in the vicinity of the half breeds settlement; if the half 
breeds have not made a settlement or selection, and they should determine to make it, you will 
accompany them and aid them in making a suitable one: if they should make such a selection as 
you would recommend for the school, I will adopt it, the schools' are intended to be manual 
laboring —a good situation for a large farm will be necessary, timber, good water and a healthy 
situation will be indispensable. 
It is desirable that the school should be put in operation at the earliest practicable time, you will 
therefore give the subject your earliest practicable attention, and report to me at St Louis detailed 
results of your action, the location, its advantages & disadvantages. Should the half breeds not 
make a suitable selection, you will proceed not withstanding to make a selection for the schools. 



Joel Cruttenden Esq Very respectfully &c 
Osage Ind S Agy (Signed) Thos H Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Sirs West Port, Jany 9, 1845 
In accordance to the suggestion in your letter of the 15" Nov 1844, that the provision fund for 
feeding the Wyandots at their annuity payment which was not expended at the payment be now 
laid out in provisions in con-sequence of their destitution of provisions occasioned by the [?] of 
the last season, you will purchase for them thirty five dollars in corn meal—the balance in flour, 
taking care to make the most judicious purchases in your power. I have the honor to be &c 
Jonathan Phillips Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Wyandot Sub Agent Supt Ind Affr 
Present 
 
Office Superb. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis January 22, 1845 
I herewith enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter from the Comr of Ind Affairs of the 
11" Instant by which you will perceive that your a/c for expenses incurred in travelling to St 
Louis & back to your post is disallowed. The a/c also, you will find herewith enclosed. 
Richd S. Elliott Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Council Bluffs S Agy Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis Jany 22, 1845 
Your communication of Decr 2" would have been acknowledged sooner but for my absence to 
the Wyandot country; I am pleased with your views in relation to the improvement of the 
Osages, I wrote some time since to the half breeds urging them to settle in their own country & 
that the Govern-ment would afford them all the protection in its power, I trust you will exert 
yourself to induce them to return to their nation, &  give them all the facility in your power,  by 
advising as to location &cc. 
Your views in relation to the location of the Agency buildings &cc are correct. I am pleased that 
you are about to occupy them. I agree with you that it is very important that the smiths should be 
near the agent. I have strong reasons to fear that their Department of the service in the Osage 
Sub Agency has been much neglected. I trust you will see that all abuses are corrected—no smith 
should absent himself without leave,  and leave should not be granted except under the most 
imperious circumstances; the salary will command good men, good & industrious workmen. 
Joel Cruttenden Esq I am Sir, most respectfully &c 
Osage Sub Ind Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 23, 1845 



To enable you to carry into effect my instructions of the 7" Instant relative to the purchase of the 
5000 bushels of corn for the use of the Osage Indians, you are hereby authorized and requested 
to draw upon me at sight for $2,500 and at the same time to sign and return therefor, the enclosed 
duplicate receipts. I shall be glad to learn as early as possible, what arrangement you have made 
touching the time of delivery, price &cc in order that authority may be given for more money,  if 
necessary. 
Joel Cruttenden Esq. Very respectfully &c 
Osage Sub Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affr 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 23, 1845 
In your letter of the 10" Decr acknowledging the receipt of my letter on the Subject of the Osage 
Chief's houses, it appears that I recommended the north side of rivers as the most healthy, it was 
an accidental error, I have always been of the opinion that the South Side of water courses in this 
country when the winds  
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prevail almost without variation from the South, to be decidedly healthiest. I am Sir respectfully 
&c. 
Joel Cruttenden Esq I am Sir respectfully &c. 
Osage Sub Agy (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind: Affairs    
Sirs S Louis January 23, l845 
To enable you to carry into effect my instructions of the 7" Inst; relative to the purchase of corn 
for the indigent Indians of your Sub Agency, you are hereby authorized & requested to draw 
upon me at sight for the sum of $2000 and at the same time to sign and return therefor, the 
enclosed duplicate receipts. I shall be glad to be informed of the arr-angements you have made 
relative to the times of delivery, made at your earliest convenience, 
I also enclose duplicate receipts for the waggons & harness delivered by you to the St Joseph 
Potawatomies, which I will thank you to sign and return to this office, as they are needed to 
entitle me to a credit at the Treasury. 
Do me the favor to hand the enclosed packet to Topenebee and at the same time, to explain to 
him its contents. 
Albert J. Vaughan Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Osage River Sub Agency Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 23, 1845 
I herewith enclose a copy of a letter from the Comr of Ind Affairs of the 30" Ulto: by which you 
will perceive that you are authorized to expend the whole of the $400 remitted for the purchase 



of tobacco, corn & steel for the Potawatomies of your Sub Agency, in the purchase of the first 
named of these articles for their use. 
Albert J. Vaughan Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agy (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert, Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Jany 23, 1845 
To enable you to carry into effect my instructions of the 9" Instant, relative to the purchase of 
corn for the indigent Indians of your Agency, you are hereby authorized and requested to draw 
upon me at sight for $1600 and at the same time to sign  
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and return therefor, the enclosed duplicate receipts. Very respectfully I am Sir 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agent Supt Ind Aff 
West Port, Mo. 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs        
Sirs S Louis Jany 23,1845 
To enable you to carry into effect my instructions of the 9th Instant (forwarded to you from 
Independence) relative to the purchase of 4000 bushels of corn for the indigent Indians of your 
Agency, you are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at Sight for $2,000 and at the 
same time, to sign and return therefor, the enclosed duplicate receipts, 
Danl Miller Esqr Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs  
Sir: S Louis Jany 23, 1845 
Your cash accounts for the 4th quarter of last year, were received at this office on the 20" Instant 
and after the usual examination, transmitted to the Comr of Ind. Affairs.     Very respectfully &c 
Jonathan Phillips Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Aff 
Wyandot Sub Agy 
   
Office Supert. Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis Jany 24, 1845 
Your letter of the 1" Inst, covering your statement of funds for Deer and your cash acs for the 4”  
quarter of 1844,  have been this day reed and the latter after the usual examination, transmitted to 
the Comr Ind Aff. 
The rule of this office requires, that agents & sub agents make out their accounts in triplicate,—
one set for the Comr of Ind Affairs; — a duplicate set for this office, to be kept on file for 
reference; and a triplicate set to be retained by the Agent or Sub Agent for his own security: 
hence you will see the necessity of taking your vouchers hereafter in trip-licate. You should also 



furnish duplicates of your monthly statement of funds—one to be forwarded and the other to be 
retained here. 
It is expected that you will hereafter observe these instructions. 
Joel Cruttenden Esq Very respy &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Osage Sub Agt Supert Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs    
Sir: S Louis January 25, 1845 
Your contracts with John Bergen & Daniel Neal as Blacksmith and Asst for the Ottoes & 
Missouries, have been received & approved by the Comr of Indian affairs, as I am informed by 
his letter of the 16" Instant. 
Daniel Miller Esq Very respectfully &c. 
Ind Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Council Bluffs Agency Supt Ind Affs 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis Jany 27, 1845 
I have recd your letter of the 7" Inst: together with your accounts &c for the 4th quarter of 1844; 
which, after the usual examination, have been forwarded to the Comr of Indian Affairs. I have 
likewise received your receipts for the current expenses of the last half year5 and this day paid 
your draft in favor of Jos. Robidioux for $715: your other drafts in favor of Blaine, Tompks & 
Barrett for $25.—D. A. January for $200 & Mr. Cosly for $4,800, will be paid whenever 
presented. Your minutes of the Council with the Ioways resulting in the annual appropriation by 
them of $770 for the manual labor school, will be for-warded to the Department, with a 
recommendation however, to make its con-tinuance subject to the controul of the Department, in 
place of being, as it now stands in the document, unlimited. I send you back the two abstracts of 
disbursements on acct. of con-tingencies (transportation) in order that they may be embraced in 
your a/cs for the current quarter, as I find they have not been entered on your a/c current 
evidently for the want of funds—to forward them now to Washing-ton would be to subject them 
to be mislaid. You report on hand on account of contingencies $34.50/lOO to this add $65 
recently recd for the two last quarters, & the sum is $99.50/l00, which deducted from the amount 
of your abstracts now returned ($140.25/100) leaves $40.75/100 still deficient. I shall this day 
request a remittance of the latter amount to enable you to close your accounts, which when 
received, you will be authorized to draw for without delay. 
Your papers in relation to Mr. Thompson's claim have been received I regret that he should have 
misunderstood me — I never gave him any reasons that I had no authority to do so. His claim is 
now before the Department for its decision. Very respectfully &c 
W. P. Richardson Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agent Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs      



Sir: S Louis Jany 27, 1845 
I have received your letters of the 16" & 19" Instant, together with your receipts (two sets) for 
$910. The former, containing copies of your correspondence with the Wyandot Blacksmith, Chas 
Graham, I have forwarded to the Comr of Ind Affairs with a request that it may be filed with the 
minutes & report of the investigation in your case. 
I re-enclose a duplicate of one of the receipts for $360 which you will perceive you omitted to 
sign. With regard to the Treasury notes which you request. I have no funds of that kind in my 
possession & the expense of navigation puts it out of my power to send funds by Steam Boat 
conveyance. I supposed the authority given you to draw on me at sight would have enabled you 
at once to procure the funds in your draft either at Westport or Independence: the other agents 
seem to experience no difficulty on that head. Your receipts howeverwill not be used until the 
money passes out of my hands. Very respectfully &c 
Jonathan Phillips Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir; S Louis Jany 27, 1845 
The Department having under the circumstances stated by you, approved your purchase of the 
trading houses, from P. A. Sarpy Esqr as agency buildings at your station. I herewith enclose 
duplicate receipts for the amount (400) for your signature:—on their return to this office, your 
draft in favor of Mr. Sarpy (now in the hands of the American Fur Company here) will be paid. I 
am directed by the Comr of Ind. Affairs to inform you, that notwith standing his sanction of the 
purchase, your course in the matter was irregular, inasmuch as you neglected to obtain the 
previous approbation of the Department. Very respectfully &c 
Richd S. Elliott Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind S Agt Supt Ind Aff 
P. S. Be pleased to send me the receipt I gave the Potaws for the money for the Delawares, as 
you have the receipt of the latter or of Major Cummins which of course cancels the one given by 
me. 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs     
Sir: S Louis January 30, 1845 
You will perceive by the enclosed copy of a letter this day recd from the Comr of Ind: Affairs, 
that the claim of Saml F. Rennick for his services as Ottoe farmer in the 1" quarter of 1842 is 
allowed. As the funds for these farmers are in my hands, you are authorized to draw on me for 
the amount required, and at the same time forward therefor, your duplicate receipts to this office. 
Very respectfully &c 
Danl Miller Esq (signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feby 3, 1845 
Herewith you will receive your a/cs for expenses heretofore incurred by you in the pursuit of a 
certain horse thief, accompanied by a copy of the Commissioner's letter of the 16" Ulto: allowing 



the same. You will also receive the papers forwarded by my predecessor in relation to the 
buildings erected for the farmer, smith & interpreter of the Sacs of your Sub Agency;-- the two 
former to be paid out of the appro for farmers & smiths whenever it can be done without 
inconvenience! and the latter, amounting to $l50, which is allowed & will be paid as hereinafter 
specified. I send you likewise a copy of the Commissioner's letter in relation to these latter. You 
will find enclosed, duplicate receipts for $298.23 the amount of the first & last items,  for which 
you are hereby authorized & requested to draw upon me at sight,  & at the same time to sign & 
return the receipts above referred to. I am advised by a letter this day recd from the Department, 
that a remittance will be authorized to remit to you, on receiving satisfactory evidence of the 
actual value of the buildings, provided the sum does not exceed $400. I have recd from Mr. 
Crawford the certificate signed by your brother & Mr. Gilmore, but it is advisable that further 
evidence of their value should be given by persons having as little connection as possible with 
your Sub Agency, and that they should go into detail as to the size &cc of the buildings; I trust 
you will lose no time in furnishing this additional evidence. 
The $298.23 will of course be carried through your accounts in the usual manner, & accounted 
for by the proper vouchers. 
W.P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agy (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Great Nemaha S Agt Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feb 10 1845 
Your monthly statement for January Ulto: has been this day received & forwarded to the office 
of the Comr of Ind Affairs. I have to request that hereafter you will furnish a duplicate for this 
office; as it is a document that it is sometimes necessary to refer to. 
Rich W. Cummins Esq Very respectfully &c. 
Ind Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feb 14, l845 
I herewith enclose, for your government & instruction,  a copy of a letter of the 5" Inst; this day 
received from the Comr of Indian Affairs, by which it appears that you are to pay out the 
education money of the Sacs & Foxes of Mo. in your hands, on the orders of Walter Lowry Esq 
Secy of the Presby Bd of Missions, towards the support of the Manual labor school about to be 
established in your Sub Agency. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind S Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Great Nemaha S Agy Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feb 14" 1842 
I am informed by a letter this day received from the Comr of Ind. Affairs, that a remittance of 
$1200 will be immediately made for the pay of the Pawnee farmers for the 3 & 4 qr of last year; 



and of $2000 for the Support of their Smith's establishments. Directly the money comes to hand, 
the necessary receipts will be forwarded for your signature, and instructions given you to draw 
for their amount. 
Daniel Miller Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Council Bluffs Agy Supt Ind Off 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feb 15, 1845 . 
Your several letters of the 11 18 27 & 28 Ulto: have been this day received—the latter covering 
your receipts for $1210. One hundred and One 25/100 dollars have been invested in a draft of 
$100 in favor of James Peacock Esqr of Harrisburg Pa. for the use of Mrs. Elliott. The draft was 
procured by Mr. Haverty from E. W. Clark & Brothers, agreeably  
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to your request to him. For the residue, your drafts will of course be paid as soon as presented. 
The subjects of your other letters shall receive due attention. Very respectfully &c 
Richd S. Elliott Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind S Agt Supt. Ind Affr 
Council Bluffs S Agt 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feb 15, 1845 
I have received your several letters of the 23 25 & 27 Ulto: together with your receipts for $2045 
which amount agreeably to your request, has been this day deposited to your credit in the Bank 
of the State of Mo. at this place. 
With regard to the two sacks of salt said to be missing, it is unfortunate that you did not make the 
discovery at the time you receipted the bills of lading & signed the receipts, as if a mistake 
existed it could then have been easily rectified now it is impossible, as Mr. Landby is no longer 
in business. Very respectfully &c 
Daniel Miller Esq    (Signed)  Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir:        S Louis Feb 19, 1845 
To enable you fully to carry into effect my instructions of the 7" & 25 Ulto: relative to the 
purchase of corn for the Indians of your Sub Agency you are hereby authorized and requested to 
draw upon me at sight for such further sum as will be necessary for that purpose, in addition to 
the $2,000 already in your hands. Be pleased at the same time to fill up the blanks with the 
amount, and to sign and return the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. 
With regard to the manner in which these funds are to be accounted for, you will please to note, 
that the cash received will be credited in your account current in the usual way; and the 
purchases made, be entered on your abstract of current expenses in a column to be ruled for that 
purpose and headed "Corn for indigent Indians". The whole amount in number of bushels 
purchased will be also credited in your property return, and ac-counted for by the receipts of the 



tribes to whom issued. I send you enclosed a form of an abstract of issues (See form no 7. 
Revised Rego no 3) concerning which you will observe that the certificate must be signed by two 
disinterested persons cognizant of the facts set forth. Before closing permit me to set you right 
with regard to the $13.45 referred to in your letter of the 27th January—these funds were  
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for the 3 & 4 quarters of 1844,  and not, as you seem to suppose, for the 4th qr 1844 & 1st 
quarter of 1845. No funds for this year have yet been received. I enclose a letter recd here some 
time since from Mr. Winslow in relation to the alarm of the Peoria Chief Wap sha Ka na against 
the Osages, in order that you may take measures with the Sub Agent to have it acted upon at the 
next annuity payment. Very respectfully &c 
Alfred J. Vaughan Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agent Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs       
Sir: S Louis Feb 19, 1845 
To enable you fully to carry into effect my instructions of the 7" and 23" Ulto: relative to the 
purchase of corn for the Indigent Osages, you are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon 
me at sight for such further sum in addition to the $2500 heretofore authorized, as will be needed 
for that purpose. Be pleased at the same time to fill up the blanks, & sign & return to the office 
the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. 
Joel Cruttenden Esqr Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir-. S Louis Feb 19, l845 
Your communications of the 27 Jany & 7 Feby are received, I am grat-ified at the progress you 
have made in the purchase of corn. 
As you suggest,  you may procure the breaking of fifty acres at Potawa-tomie creek, and One 
hundred acres at Sugar Creek; these quantities may be increased if necessary; two dollars an acre 
in cash is the; price paid in the state—the Indian Department pays cash, and it should get 
everything at the lowest prices, I wish to see the most rigid system of economy adopted in this 
Superintendency, especially in reference to the funds for the improvement of the Indians: if the 
land is broke early and the Indians will harrow it with a heavy harrow twice,  they may expect 
good crops this year. 
Every effort on my part has been made and will be continued for the advancement of the female 
school at Sugar Creek, I am extremely anxious to see the ladies at that place have an opportunity 
of giving more effect to their labors—if you have an opportunity be pleased to assure them that 
no exertion on my part shall be wanting to procure a liberal appropriation for their school; you 
will also say to Doctor  
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Lykins that I have written to Mr. Crawford urging pecuniary aid for his schools,  but the Doctor 
has no doubt seen from the Departments report that the Choctaw Academy absorbed of the 



Potawatomie fund last year $8875. You will procure as many work oxen and milch cows as are 
necessary for the S Joseph's & Prairie bands; if it is probable that they would be taken care of, it 
would be well to procure some stock hogs. Your purchases of the above articles must not exceed 
fifteen hundred dollars. I wish you to make the Indians distinctly understand that for all 
depredations made upon each others stock and other property they shall pay double the value out 
of their annuity. If it is practicable I do not wish those Indians who are reckless and intemperate 
in their habits to receive any of the stock &cc 
Arrangements will be made without delay for the payment of the Miller at Sugar Creek, If it is 
not done, you should enter into triplicate contracts for the removing of the mill—-two of which 
should be forwarded to this office. 
Jou are authorized to contract for the improvement & erection of buildings &cc for your Sub 
Agency at a cost not to exceed $300. 
I wish you to communicate frequently and especially in relation to the moral conduct and 
industry of the Indians under your charge as well as all other matters connected with your Sub 
Agency that would be of interest to this office. I am sir very respectfully &c 
Alfred J. Vaughan. Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feby 20, 1845 
Your letter of the 3" Inst, covering your monthly statement for January, & a statement of moneys 
claimed to be due to you, has been just My letter of the 3" Inst: has, no doubt, before this, 
informed you of the arrangements made for the reimbursement of your expenses in pursuing 
horse thieves;  and the conditions under which your claim for the Agency buildings will be paid. 
With regard to the $45 for provisions, it is to be regretted that you did not take measures to have 
it paid at an earlier period; as it is however, if you will send me the vouchers & the receipts of 
the Indians , or in lieu thereof (should you not have taken any) the certificates of the persons who 
saw the issues made, I will endeavour to put them in train 
for settlements if practicable.   Very respectfully &c 
W. P. Richardson Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind S Agy Supt Ind Aff 
 
[Page 336] 
 
Office Supert, Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feby 20, 1845  
I have this day recd advice from the Comr of Ind. Affairs that my application for a remittance of 
$40.75 to enable you to close your contingent accounts has been grantedj you are accordingly 
hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for that amount, and at the same time 
to sign & return to this office the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor. This sum with the funds in 
your hands will enable you to enter in your current quarter's accounts the abstracts returned to 
you under cover of my letter of the 27" Ultimo. 
W. P. Richardson Esqr Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 



Office Supert. Ind Affairs      
Sirs S Louis Feby 20, l845 
I have this day received a communication from the Comr of Ind Affairs, stating that "by some 
means, accidental", Congress omitted to make an appropriation for the Second Shawnee Smith 
for last year;-—that you are authorized to pay him notwithstanding, out of the money now in 
your hands under the head of Smiths; and that the amount so paid will be reimbursed when the 
appropriation for that object shall be made by the present Congress, should it be necessary. 
Very respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agent Supt Ind Affr 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feby 20, 1845 
I have this day received from the Treasury Department a remittance for the pay of the Pawnee 
farmers & support of their Smiths f establishment for the last year. You are accordingly hereby 
authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for $2975 and at the same time to sign and 
return therefor the enclosed duplicate receipts. Should you prefer it, on the return of the receipts 
the amount can be placed to your credit in Bank here. Yery respectfully I am Sir &c 
Daniel Miller Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agent Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis Feby 21, l845 
I herewith enclose for your information and government, a copy of a letter from the Comr of Ind. 
Affairs of the 11" Instant, on the subject of the claim of Susan Larimer a half breed Osage 
reservee, referred to in your letter of 10 Decr last. From which you will perceive that the money 
($1280) is at present in your hands, being a part of that turned over to you by your late 
predecessor Mr. Edwards. I also enclose the power of Attorney given by Mary Etses, the 
guardian of Susan's Son, to William Waldo Esqr. Under the instructions of the Commissr. in his 
letter above referred to, it will be necessary first, that Mary Etses should revoke this power; 
secondly, that she prove his identity as the son of Susan Larine; & thirdly, that he is her sole 
surviving legitimate heir. I will also give you as my opinion, that before paying over the money 
to the guardian, she should be required to file her bond with sufficient security for the due 
performance of the trust. I will add, that the power of Attorney now enclosed, together with the 
revocation, should be filed with and accompany your accounts to the Treasury Department, in 
order to prevent any future litigation. 
Very respectfully &c 
(Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
P. S. The amount of the bond should be at least equal to the sum to be paid over.  
Joel Cruttenden Esqr ind Sub Agt 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs       
Sir: S Louis Feby 24, 1845 



I have this day received a communication signed by a portion of the Chiefs of your Sub Agency, 
a copy of which is herewith enclosed, with a copy of a settlement of the accounts of the will 
signed by you 
Richd S Elliott Esqr I have the honor to be Sir, &cc 
Ind S Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
  
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis Feb 26, 1845 
Your several communications of the 31 Ulto: 3" 6" & 10" Inst: have been received, and their 
contents noted for such action as may be deemed necessary. 
Your drafts in favor of P. Chouteau Jr & Co P. A. Sarpy, Mo Wilmot & William Russell, 
amounting to $l83.62/100 have been presented and paid. 
Richd S. Elliott Esq Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Indn Affrs 
 
[Page 338] 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs    
Sirs S Louis Feb 26, 1845 
I have received your several letters of the 30 Jany 4" 6" 8" & 10", Inst, with their enclosures. The 
amount of the certificate of deposite for $2747, shall be placed in the hands of Capt. Sire, as you 
desire, when he starts from this place in the springs your request with regard to the factory 
shirting, drilling & calico shall be attended to at the same time; as I have no funds for such 
purposes, the purchase will be made in your name and the necessary vouchers forwarded to you. 
With regard to the corn, you must be aware from the tenor of my former communication on the 
Subject, that it was intended by the Government solely to prevent the Indians of your Agency 
from suffering by hunger, or plunder-ing the citizens of the upper part of this state, and not by 
any means for the purpose of agriculture; but under no circumstances can any commutation be 
allowed by the purchase of powder & lead. You are in error in supposing that $5000 have been 
apportioned for your agency;—-4000 bushels of corn have been authorized at an estimation of 
87-l/2c/bushel, which would only require $3,500. 
You seem to intimate that the amount already purchased by you will be sufficient to prevent the 
Indians from suffering by hunger; if so, the object of the Department is accomplished, and there 
is no need for any further outlay—but if on reflection you think they will need more, write me 
immediately and I will invest the residue of the money in corn here, and ship it to you in the 
Springe    Very respectfully &c, 
Daniel Miller Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Agent Supt Ind Aff 
Council Bluffs Agy 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis Feby 26th l845 
I herewith return the vouchers for the payment made by you to James Case for his services as 
Ottoe firmer—by referring to my instructions on that subject, you will find that you were 



authorized to draw upon me for the amount required for his Salary, and at the Same time to 
forward therefor your receipts in the usual manner. These vouchers could be of no use to me, as 
the receipts are taken in your name, I enclose a set of duplicate receipts for the sum stated 
(147.63/l00) which when signed and returned to this office, your draft for that amount in favor of 
Saml B Wiggins will be paid. 
Danl Miller Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey - Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir:      S Louis March 25, 1845  
I herewith enclose a copy of a letter of the 18" Ulto: received at this office from the Comr of Ind: 
affairs, in reply to your communication of the 4th January last, by which you will perceive that 
he abides by his former decision on the claim of F. E. Weeks for depredations said to have been 
committed by the Poncas.    Very respectfully &c 
Richd S Elliott Esqr (Signed) Tho H Harvey 
Ind Sub Agent Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 26" 1845      
I herewith enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter recd from the Comr of Ind. Affairs, 
dated the l5" Instant, approving of the appropriation of the $770, made by the Ioways for their 
manual labor school. Subject to the limitation therein stated. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Superb Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 26, 1845  
Your letter of the l5" Instant is received] I regret you have not succeeded in making 
arrangements by which you could have received the funds before this in my hands for your Sub 
Agency. I cannot take the responsibility of forwarding money through the mail. 
None of the Agents or Sub Agents have heretofore had much difficulty in cashing an order on 
this office. Merchants coming to S Louis generally prefer such orders to the money: if you could 
not raise the money in West-port I presume you could in Independence. I regret any difficulty or 
embarrassment in which you may consider yourself placed by not having received the funds due 
your office for the 3" & 4" quarters of 1844-- immediately on their receipt at this office you were 
advised of the fact & receipts were forwarded to you for your signature, & you were advised that 
as soon as they were executed and received at this office your order for the amount would be 
paid. This course has been here before used with all offices connected with the Superintendency 
without difficulty or embarrassment to any, as I am advised. If there is fault anywhere this office 
cannot participate in it. The funds are subject to your order. Very respectfully &c 
Jonathan Phillips Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind Sub Agent Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 26, 1845 
Enclosed you will receive a copy of instructions recd from the Comr of Ind affairs, the object of 
which is to employ a farmer for the Kanzas Indians, which I hope you will be able to do without 
delay, & such a one as will be acceptable to you & profitable to the Indians. The views of the 
Commissioner I find are in accordance with your own upon the subject. In employing a farmer I 
hope you will have him to understand that he will be continued no longer than his duties are 
promptly, energetically, and efficiently discharged; I am sure you will employ no one whose 
moral character is not above suspicion. I am Sir, respectfully &c 
Richd W. Cummins Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Indian Agent Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert. Indian Affairs 
Sir:  S Louis March 26, 1845 
I have the honor to enclose to you .instructions recd from the Comr of Indian Affairs in reference 
to establishing a mission and manual labor school among the Kanzas Indians: from the deep 
interest which I am persuaded you take in the Kanzas & their improvement, I need not impress 
upon you the necessity of bringing the Subject before them immediately. 
Your Knowledge of the Kanzas and Mr. Berryman's success in improving the Indians will enable 
you, no doubt, to press the subject upon them successfully I have the honor to be &cc  
Richd W. Cummins Esqr (Signed) Tho Ho Harvey 
Ind Agent Supert Ind Affrs 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 26, 1845 
Your letter of the 8" of February is received, in reference to the claim of William Kline as Asst 
Blacksmith, you are better informed of the facts than I can be, and as you have paid the Smith 
under similar circumstances which has been allowed as you say by the accounting officer at 
Washington I can see no objection to your paying the assistant, taking such evidence as is 
satisfactory to yourself & would be likely to be so to the Department. In reference to the Smith & 
School, I think it unnecessary to trouble the Department on the subject by writing, as both 
subjects have been urged by me. I shall go to Washington in a few days while there I will 
personally press the Subject, upon Mr. Crawford. 
Richd S Elliott Esqur Very respectfully &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs     
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Sir: S Louis, March 27, 1845 
You are hereby authorized and requested to draw upon me at sight for the sum of Four hundred 
dollars on account of Agency Buildings at your Sub Agency, and at the same time to sign & 
return to this office the enclosed duplicate receipts therefor.     Very respectfully &c 



W. P. Richardson Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Ind S. Agt Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis March 27, 1845 
I am gratified to learn that you have succeeded in contracting for the corn you were instructed to 
purchase for your Sub Agency. I hope you will persist in your determination to issue: it Mth 
great care & caution giving none directly to those whom you believe would barter it off for 
whiskey. The ploughs are for the St Joseph's band of Potawatomies. I am induced to believe that 
neither you nor myself will have the opportunity of the Issuing Agent for the Miamis. You will 
inform me of the cost of the corn, receipts will be forwarded for the amount, you will be 
authorized to draw for the balance. 
A. J. Vaughan Esq Very respectfully &c 
- Ind S Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir; S Louis March 29, 1845 
Your letters of the l" & 3" Inst: together with your Statement of funds for February, were 
received here on yesterday. 
Your report in relation to the difficulties at the Pawnee Mission—the affidavits in support 
thereof, and the several letters referred to in your communication of the 3" Inst; were all duly 
received and noted. As I intend to start in a few days for Washington City, I shall when there 
bring several of the subjects embraced in these & former letters of yours to the consideration of 
the Comr of Ind Affairs; and if possible, endeavour to obtain the adoption of a rule with regard to 
which persons in the Indian Country. 
Should you be of opinion that a further supply of corn will be required to feed the Indians & 
assist them in putting in their crops, you had best at once proceed to the Settlements & make the 
purchase, as the low water will in all liklihood prevent any from going from that place. I think 
the price already paid by you very high, as Mr. Cooper assures me that he would contract to 
deliver it, at, I think, 70 cents a bushel; I trust that in your  
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future arrangements you will study to keep economy strictly in view. 
Daniel Miller Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind. Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs      
Sir: S Louis March 29, 1845 
Agreeably to the desire expressed in your letter to Mr. Haverty of the 18" Ulto: I have this day 
turned over to him (to be transmitted to Mr. Elliott ( $173.75/100) making with the former sum 
sent him $107.25/100—$275, and leaving still due of your salary $100, which I trust you will 
draw for as soon as convenient.   Very respectfully &c 
Richd S Elliott Esq (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 



Ind S Agt Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs    
Sir: S Louis, March 31 1845 
I have recd your letter of the 17" Inst: and noted its contents. 
I approve of the arrangements you have made for the breaking up of the Prairie lands, and of the 
manner in which you have carried out my instructions with regard to the corn. As to the receipts 
of the Chiefs for the corn, it appears to me immaterial whether you take them for each particular 
issue or for the whole quantity,—either will suffice to close your property return. When you 
draw in favor of Messrs. Hunter & Simpson for the $1300 be sure to forward at the same time 
your duplicate receipts to this office, made out in the same manner as your former ones-—
namely-—on account of "the Contingencies of the Indian Department, being for the purchase of 
corn for Indigent Indians." With regard to the complaint of the Weas & Peorias on the subject of 
the Smith's tools, you will, as early as convenient, communicate with their former Sub Agent 
Maj. Davis on the subject, and report the result to this office. 
As I shall start for Washington in a day or two, their claim for an Interpreter shall be brought to 
the notice of the Comr of Indian Affairs. 
You will as early as practicable ascertain the amount due the Miller at Potawatomie Creek for his 
services up to this date, & report the sum so due to this office. 
You will engage the services of a suitable person as Miller for the Potawatomies of Potawa 
Creek, in the best terms you can, but at a Salary not to exceed Three hundred dollars per annum. 
Alfred J. Yaughan Esq Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) Tho Ho Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 7, 1845 
The absence of the Supert who left here a week ago for Washington City, procures me the 
pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of your letters of the 15" & 22" of March Ulto: which 
came to hand on yesterday. Many of the topics embraced in these communications will 
necessarily have to remain unacted upon until his return, which will be about the 4" or 5" of next 
month. I have been informed to day that you have drawn on the Superto thro' the Bank at 
Springfield in favor of the Bank here for the amount authorized for the purchase of the Osage 
corn; should this be so, & that you have omitted to forward your receipts to cover the drafts, it 
will produce embarrassment. By referring to the Superts letters of 23" June and 19 Feby last, 
giving the authority to draw, you will perceive that you were at the same time directed to forward 
your duplicate receipts for the amount. By a rule of the office the receipts should either precede 
or accompany the drafts. Should the latter be presented before the receipts be received, it will be 
out of my power to meet them. With regard to the apprehensions of the Osages that the amount 
of the corn is to come out of their annuity money, I think their fears are unfounded—at least if 
such be the intention of the Department we have no knowledge of it here. The Superintendent 
viewed it as a gratuity on the part of the Government to aid those who suffered by the 
highwaters. 
Joel Cruttenden Esqr With great respect, I am Sir &c 



Ind S/ Agent (Signed) John Haverty 
Osage Sub Agency Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 7, 1845 
The absence of the Superto who left here a week ago for Washington City, procures me the 
pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 25th Ulto:— Your draft in favor of 
Simpson & Hunter accompanied by your receipts for its amount—$1300 was presented here for 
payment this morning—unfortunately they neglected to endorse it, which put it out of my power 
to pay the holder here; it will of course be promptly honored as soon as it comes back endorsed. I 
enclose for your Signature a set of receipts for the $285.50/l00 required for the plough; on their 
return to this office, your draft for the amount on the Supert. will be paid at Sight, With regard to 
the $1500 which you require for Cows, hogs &cc. I think the Major will be back in time to attend 
to it himself, as I look for his return on the 4" or 5" of the next month. 
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The tales which you have heard about his removal are all unfounded. I think there is not the 
slightest reason to apprehend any such event. 
Alfred J. Vaughan Esqr With assurance of respect & esteem I am Sir 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) John Haverty) 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, April 10, 1845      
In order to remove any anxiety which my letter of the 7" Inst, may have occasioned you I hasten 
to inform you that your letter of the 29" Ulto: covering your receipts for $1000 was recd here on 
yesterday, and that I have this day taken up & paid your draft in favor of Mr. Dansforth at the 
Bank of Mo. Your draft was received by the Bank here on the 6" Inst: but Thro the courtesy of 
the Cashier was not presented for payment until I notified him that I had received your receipts. 
Joel Cruttenden Esqr With great respect I am sir &c 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert Ind Affairs    
Sir: S Louis April 14, 1845 
In the absence of the Supert who is now at Washington City, I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 17" Ulto: covering your two sets of duplicate receipts for $6,770, 
which amount has been this day deposited to your credit in the Bank of the State of Missouri at 
this place, as you will see by the Cashier's Statement below. As the deposite is made to the credit 
of James McGregor Jr., Ind Sub Agent, it will be necessary before checking thereon to send to 
the Cashier your official signature to be filed in the Bank as a criterion by which to test the 
genuineness of your checks—-I send you enclosed a blank check to be used as a form. Had I 
taken the certificate of deposite as you directed,, it would preclude you from checking, as such 
certificate could only be negotiated by your endorsement; and if lost on the way to you, it would 
produce serious embarrassment, as the Bank would require its production & surrender before 



payment could be mades By the present arrangement you can check at such times and for such 
amounts as may suit your convenience. 
James McGregor Jr Esqr Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Turkey River Sub Agy Clk Ind Office 
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Bank of the State of Missouri S Louis April 14, 1845 Mr Haverty, as stated above, has this day 
deposited Sixty Seven hundred and Seventy dollars to the credit of James McGregor Ind S Agt as 
stated, sub-ject to his check at pleasure.    (Signed) H. Shuilds 
Cashr 
 
Office Superb Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 18, 1845 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3" Inst: covering your cash 
accounts for the first quarter of this year| your statement of funds for last month, and sundry 
contracts with individuals. The duplicates of your accounts have been this day forwarded to the 
Comr of Indian Affairs. 
With regard to the contract with Mr. Barrow as Interpreter, permit me to observe, that both the 
regulations and usage of the Department require that a letter of nomination should have 
accompanied it, stating the reasons for the change—whether by the resignation of the former 
incumbent, incapacity or neglect of duty on his part, as the case may be. As the matter now 
stands, I very much fear that the Department may take exceptions to the contract in question-—
they have done so in other similar cases. 
Alfred J. Vaughan Esqr Very respectfully I am Sir &c 
Ind S Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office 
 
Office Supert Ind. Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 18,1845 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5" Inst: covering your cash a/cs 
for the first quarter of this year; and to inform you that the duplicates have been this day 
forwarded to the Comr of Ind. Affairs. Very respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Agent Clk Ind Office 
  
Office Supert Indian Affairs 
Sir: S Louis April 24, 1845 
Tour several letters of the 27" Ulto: together with your cash accounts & property return for the 
first quarter of this year, have been duly recd; your accounts, after the usual examination, have 
been transmitted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
Agreeably to your request, the sum of Two thousand Nine hundred  
 
[Page 346] 
 



and Seventy five dollars ($2975) has been this day placed to your credit in the Bank of the State 
of Mo. at this place, as you will see by the Cashier's Statement below. The amount of your 
receipts for $147.63/100 will be paid to S. B. Wiggins directly he calls at this office. 
Danl Miller Ssqr Very respectfully &cc 
Ind Agent (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind Office  
(Signed) J. H. (Signed) H. Shuilds Cashr 
P. S. I have just paid Mr. Wiggins the $l47.63/100. The above Statement of Mr. Haverty of the 
deposite stated is correct. 
 
Office Supert. Ind. Affairs    
Sir: S Louis, April 24, 1845 
Tour several communications of the 30" Ulto; and 1" & 4"  Inst: to-gether with your cash 
accounts & property return for the first quarter of this year, have been duly received by the hands 
of Mr. Irvin, and the latter, after the usual examination, transmitted to the Comr of Indian 
Affairs.  Your vouchers for the provisions issued in l841, have been placed on file to be laid 
before the Superintendent on his return from Washington City; he will probably be here on the 
4" or 5" of next month. 
W. P. Richardson Esq Very respectfully I am Sir &c 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) John Haverty 
Clk Ind: Office 
  
Office Supert Ind; Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, April 25, 1845 
Your letter of the 1" Inst: covering your cash accounts for the first quarter of this year, and your 
contract with Messrs. Arnett & Brown for the building of the Osage houses has been this day 
received, and the accounts and contracts in question forwarded to the Department. 
I perceive that you have not forwarded a duplicate set of accounts for the files of this office, as is 
customary. 
The several matters embraced in your letter shall be brought to the notice of the Supert. on his 
return from Washington. 
Joel Cruttenden Esqr Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agt (Signed) John Haverty 
Osage Sub Agency Clk Ind Office 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs        
Sir: S Louis April 30, 1845 
Your letter of the 31st Ulto. covering your cash accounts for the first quarter of this year, has 
been this day received, and the latter, after the usual examination, transmitted to the Comr of Ind. 
Affairs. On looking over your vouchers, I observe that the signature of Tall Chinks [?] and 
Francis Drive to nos. 6 & 10 of your abstract of current expenses are not witnessed: where 
persons are not able to write, & make their marks (X) to a receipt, their signature should be 
witnessed by a third person, in their present condition these vouchers will not pass the 
Treasury Officers. Very respectfully &c 



Jonathan Phillips Esqr (Signed) John Haverty 
Ind Sub Agt Clk Ind Office 
N. B. I re-enclose the vouchers above referred to, to be witnessed. 
 
Washington City 
Sir: April 22, 1845 
Your suggestion in relation to using the balance of money stipulated for building houses for the 
Osage Chiefs which remains after making the contracts is approved, you will therefore as early 
as practicable make ar-rangements for having such improvements made in breaking prairies and 
fenc-ing as you may deem advisable keeping your expenditures within the balance which is 
within a fraction of One thousand dollars. 
Col. Vaughan has obtained the breaking of prairie at $2.00 per acre if the prairie can be broke 
early, a crop of corn can be made this season. 
Joel Cruttenden Esqr Very respectfully &c 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Osage Sub Agency Supt Ind Aff 
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Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 2, 1845  
Your contract with Caleb Lawns as Asst Smith for the Ottoes, and with William Cline as Asst 
farmer for the Pawnees have been approved by the Department. Very respectfully &cc 
Daniel Miller Esqr (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Aff 
 
Office Supert. Ind: Affairs 
Sir: S Louis, May 2, 1845. 
Herewith you will receive an account made out in favor of Lawrence J. Bertrand, a Potawatomie 
of your Sub Agency, for the expenses incurred by the emigration of himself and family to their 
present residence, together with a copy of the Commissioner's letter of the 14" Ulto: stating the 
reasons why the claim as it at present stands, cannot be paid, as well as the course to be taken by 
the claimant to obviate the objections. 
As Major Davis was the Sub Agent at that time, and who, as it appears by the certificate, is 
intimate with the circumstances, Mr. Bertrand will have again to apply to him for such 
explanation as he may have it in his power to give. 
The account when remodelled, and sustained by the explanations required, should be forwarded 
to this office. 
Alfred J. Vaughan Esqr Very respectfully &cc. 
Ind Sub Agent (Signed) Tho H. Harvey 
Supt Ind Affr 
 
Office Supert Ind Affairs 
Sir: S Louis May 2, 1845 



I enclose herewith, a copy of the decision of the Comr, Indian Affairs, on the claim of Cornelius 
Chemankeem, a Stockbridge Indian, which was forwarded from this office on the 13" of 
February last: which I will thank you to communicate to him as early as convenient. 
The copy of Mr. Gallups letter, referred to by the Commissioner has not been received.  
Very respectfully &c 
Major R. W. Cummins (Signed) Tho H Harvey 
Ind Agent Supt Ind Affrs 
— Finis — 
  
 


