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Each year, volunteer and professional archeologists 
from throughout the United States participate in the 
Kansas Archeology Training Program field school.  The 
focus this summer is on the historic African-American 
community of Nicodemus.
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Preservation 
in the News

This column summarizes preservation-related stories that have recently 
made the news in Kansas.  For confirmation or more information, the 
media source is credited.  The KSHS staff is not responsible for the content 
of the news items, nor have all the details been independently verified.  If 
you know of other Kansas preservation topics in the news, please contact 
us at cultural_resources@kshs.org or (785) 272-8681 Ext. 225.

The Riley County Courthouse celebrates its 100th anniversary this year.  Construc-
tion began in 1904 by J. B. Betts of Topeka and Clarence Johnson of Manhattan, and 
work was completed in 1907.  Architects J. C. Holland and Frank C. Squires de-
signed the building.  Several programs are planned to commemorate the building’s 
100th year.  The Riley County Courthouse was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2005.

“Courthouse to celebrate 100-year history”
The Manhattan Mercury, January 16, 2007, at themercury.com

One of Chase County’s best known ranches sold at an auction in October for 
$6.9 million.  The Rogler Ranch, which is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places as the Pioneer Bluffs Ranch Historic District, includes a house built in 1859.  
The auction garnered attention from across the country.  The group that purchased 
the Pioneer Bluffs Ranch hopes to restore the property near Matfield Green and 
develop it for tourism. 

“Rogler Ranch brings $6.9 million at auction”
The Emporia Gazette, October 23, 2006, at emporiagazette.com

After lying vacant for more than twenty years, Baden Hall in Winfield may have a 
new use.  The city and a potential developer are still in negotiations about the prop-
erty, and thus details have not been disclosed. Baden Hall is the main building on the 
former St. John’s College campus.  St. John’s closed in 1986.

“Developer giving serious look to Baden Hall”
The Winfield Daily Courier, January 6, 2007, at winfieldcourier.com

Compiled by Kristen Lonard
National Register Historian & State Tax Credit Reviewer
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For sixteen days in June 2006, 180 
volunteers from nine states excavated 
portions of archeological site 14MO403 
as part of the Kansas Archeology Train-
ing Program field school.  

The site is in an agricultural field on 
a terrace adjacent to Rock Creek in south-
east Morris County and covers about 10 
acres.  This location is near a junction 
of the Osage Cuestas and the Flint Hills 
Uplands physiographic regions.  Eigh-
teen other sites with single or multiple 
Archaic, Early Ceramic, or Middle 
Ceramic components are found within a 
10-kilometer radius of 14MO403, giving 
testimony to the prehistoric time depth 
and lush biodiversity of this portion of 
the Neosho River drainage. 

Field school participants excavated 
188 square meters within three areas 
that were defined based on the density of 
surface artifacts.  Before the field school 
began, geophysical testing detected 
irregularities in the density or magnetic 
properties of the soil.  Field school 
excavations focused on these areas to 
see if they were locales of archeological 
interest.  Most of the anomalies turned 
out to be of little interest, although one 
indicated a scatter of burned rock that 
was part of the prehistoric occupation of 
the site.  Although the number and kinds 
of features found were less than hoped 
for, the primary purpose of the exer-
cise—professional training of avocational 
archeologists—was a resounding success.

Volunteer crew members used stan-
dard excavation methods at the site, 
including skimming off the plowed 
ground surface with shovels and screen-
ing the dirt.  After that, they excavated 

in 10-centimeter (about 4-inch) layers.  
While most of this dirt was passed 
through 1/4-inch screen, samples from 
each excavation unit were washed 
through 1/8-inch or 1/16-inch mesh, 
using water to find small artifacts, bones, 
and plant remains.

In addition, workers collected 
soil samples from excavation units for 
processing by flotation.  This process 
dissolves the soil in water, allowing light, 
fragile archeological materials, especially 
charcoal and burned seeds, to float to 
the surface for collection.  Most of the 
flotation samples were processed at the 
field lab in Council Grove.  All fill from 
features was floated.  The three primary 
features discovered were apparently 
hearth remains.  Although no storage pits, 
post molds, or definite house floors were 
discovered, and the cultural deposits were 
relatively shallow, an abundance of arti-
facts was discovered.

Preliminary Assessment of the 
2006 KATP Excavations Near Council Grove

Jim Dougherty was the principal investiga-
tor of the 2006 Kansas Archeology Training 
Program field school.  He is a consulting 
archeologist at Wichita State University. 

Aerial view of 14MO403 looking southeast.  Area 061 is in the left foreground, Area 062 is in the right mid-ground, and Area 063 in 
center background.
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The recovered artifacts confirm earli-
er assumptions that 14MO403 is a multi-
component site with identifiable cultural 
elements from the Archaic and Woodland 
periods.   Highlighting the relative antiq-
uity of the site, the youngest diagnostic 
projectile point excavated was from the 
Late Woodland time period, about A.D. 
1000 to 1500.  Earlier artifacts include 
Middle Archaic (3000 to 1000 B.C.) 
projectile points and Middle Woodland 
(A.D. 1 to 1000) artifacts, such as vari-
ous corner-notched projectile points and 
round-shaped scrapers.

Stone Flakes Dominate 
Artifact Collection

So far, more than 17,000 artifacts 
have been catalogued.  Only twelve 
historic period artifacts were recovered; 
the rest are judged to be prehistoric.  
Stone flakes, the result of stone-tool 
manufacturing, represent by far the larg-
est percentage (84 percent) of the site’s 
artifacts.  The second most frequently 
collected material (7.5 percent) was fire-
cracked rock.

Chipped stone tools comprise only 3 
percent of the assemblage.  The one-to-
one ratio of Archaic points to Early and 
Middle Woodland points, noted in two 
surface collections from the site, appears 
to match the proportion of point styles 
from the field school excavations. 

Although only three pottery rim 
sherds have been identified so far, the 
251 recovered body sherds comprise 1.5 
percent of the artifacts.  These sherds 
and those from 14MO403 surface collec-
tions clearly indicate a Middle Woodland 
component.  Daub, mostly in pencil 
eraser-size pieces, was the sixth most 
frequently found material culture item, 
comprising just less than 1 percent of 
the finds and suggesting the presence of 
a structure, despite the absence of post 
molds and house floors.

Bones, mostly fragments, represent 
about 2 percent of the finds.  So far, one 
human deciduous (“baby”) tooth has been 
recognized, but no human bone.  Interest-
ingly, only one fragment of fresh water 
mussel shell was discovered on this creek 
terrace site.  However, because more 
than 25 percent of the excavated soil 

was water screened or floated and analy-
sis of this material is presently getting 
underway, more bone and shell certainly 
will be found, as well as some botani-
cal remains.  Small quantities of charred 
botanical remains, charcoal, animal teeth, 
hematite, and limonite have been identi-
fied.  Samples of the charcoal from the 
three hearth-like features will be radio-
carbon dated.

Analysis Phase Begins
Detailed analysis of the finds from 

this field school excavation is just 
beginning.  An overview of the planned 
analyses is as follows.  Flaked stone tool 
manufacturing debris and artifacts will be 
assessed from various angles, addressing 
a number of questions.  Flake sizes and 
types will be quantified to allow inter-
pretation of reduction strategies.  Counts 
of flakes of different stone varieties will 
help answer questions about raw material 
sources, whereas the ratio of heat-treated 
to non-heat-treated lithic specimens will 
address issues of stone quality.  All diag-
nostic flaked stone tools will be evaluated 

 (Above)  View of work in 
progress at Area 061.

(Left)  In Area 061 two 
extensive scatters of 
fire-reddened rock may 
represent dispersed hearths.

Based on preliminary analysis of pottery 
sherds from these two surface collections and 
a cursory review of the sherds from the field 
school excavation, clearly Middle Woodland 

period people utilized this site, albeit for 
unknown lengths of time and frequencies. 
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as to time period and compared with the 
two previously mentioned surface collec-
tions from the site.

Based on preliminary analysis of 
pottery sherds from these two surface 
collections and a cursory review of the 
sherds from the field school excavation, 
clearly Middle Woodland period people 
utilized this site, albeit for unknown 
lengths of time and frequencies.  Labora-
tory analyses are being contracted for 
the residues left on some pottery and 
for radiocarbon dating.  Such testing of 
select pottery sherds could shed light 
on what these people were cooking and 
when they were cooking it.  The ceram-
ics found at the site have a relationship 
to nearby Middle Woodland Hopewell 
and/or Cuesta archeological assemblages.   
A comparative analytical strategy is being 
devised to answer the intriguing question 
of associations.  

An osteologist will analyze bones 
recovered from the site.  This study of the 
faunal assemblage should shed light on 
three important issues:  the animal protein 
element of the inhabitants’ diet, interpre-
tation of what animals were eaten and 

when, and environmental reconstruction.
Lab tests are being arranged to 

examine pollen and phytolyth (distinc-
tive opaline silica bodies found in many 
plants) remains from the soil samples, 
in hopes that the results can be used to 
infer the nature of past environments.  
The fact that no storage pits or house 
floors were discovered can be viewed as 
evidence that the site was utilized on a 
seasonal, rather than year-around, basis.  
The site currently is subject to periodic 
warm-season flooding and may have 
experienced such flooding over thousands 
of years; thus, 14MO403 may represent a 
cold-weather campsite, utilized for some 
special purposes that archeologists may 
or may not be able to deduce.

Site formation processes are being 
evaluated by a geoarchaeologist.  His 
cursory assessment of the site, based on 
a deep backhoe trench, indicated that no 
buried soils are present within the first 
2 meters below present ground surface.  
Buried soils have a higher potential to 
hold archeological evidence, as they indi-
cate ancient ground surfaces that were 
stable, rather than actively eroding or 

Pottery sherds like these, found on the surface and in the 
excavations at 14MO403, indicate a Middle Woodland (A.D. 1 
to 1000) component at the site.

Relatively large chert projectile points reflect pre-bow-and-
arrow technology in which stone points were hafted to dart 
shafts and thrown with an atlatl (spear thrower).

being built up, and thus would have been 
more desirable land for people to occupy.

All matrix from the three “hearth” 
features has been floated.   Samples of 
the light-fraction—the floating mate-
rial—from these features will be analyzed 
by a paleoethnobotanist.  The expectation 
is that charred plant remains (primarily 
seeds) will be recovered and that infer-
ences about past subsistence strategies 
can be made from such data.  Knowl-
edge of the biodiversity evidenced in the 
features will provide additional clues for 
the reconstruction of the lifeways of the 
peoples who utilized this piece of Kansas 
geography now known as archeological 
site 14MO403.

Although somewhat eroded and short 
on archeological features, 14MO403 is a 
significant site.  Human groups from the 
Middle Archaic up to the Late Woodland 
were drawn to this place.  The conclu-
sions from the comprehensive analyses 
of the archeological remains recovered 
during the 2006 KATP excavations have 
potential to provide new and important 
insights into prehistory of this region of 
Kansas.

Recovered Artifacts
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A very common artifact type found in abundance is the 

clay smoking pipe.  Though smoking is fast becoming  

taboo in our society, it was extremely popular in the 

late nineteenth century.  

Several kinds of clays were used to make the pipes in this 

artifact group.  The most common is the pure white “china 

clay.”  Other types include the buff-colored “domestic ball clay” 

and light gray “English ball clay.”  Something called “common 

clay” exists in red or brown shades.  Occasionally, a stem was 

coated to prevent it from sticking to the lips.

Many pipe fragments are small stem portions, perhaps 

an inch or two in length.  One of the most popular explana-

tions is that as a pipe was passed from man to man, a bit of 

the stem was snapped off for sanitary reasons.  Another more 

White Pipes
obtuse theory claims that pipe stems were broken off to get the 

smoker nearer to the warmth of the burning tobacco in freezing 

weather.  If you have ever smoked a pipe, you might be skepti-

cal of this idea.

The diameter of a pipe’s stem hole is considered one of the 

best indicators for establishing an approximate age.  Basically, 

the smaller the hole, the newer the pipe.  However, by 1800 

stem holes were as small as they could get and still be usable.  

Most of the Fort Hays pipes come from well past that date, so 

this method does not help us.  

Another theory proposes that the thinner the pipe bowl, 

the older the pipe, but this is unproven.  Yet another way of 

ascertaining age is through various markings or initials on the 

stems or bowls.  Again, a problem exists: an initial on a bowl 

Fort Hays in western Kansas existed from 1866 to 1889 with a relatively small number 

of troops stationed there to protect the trail west.  A great deal of material has been 

excavated from the fort and is preserved in the Archeology Laboratory of the Kansas State 

Historical Society.  This article was prepared by Marshall Clark, a KSHS Archeology Lab 

volunteer, and is part of a series of articles focusing on daily life at historic Fort Hays.

These images show details of a 
French “L. Fiolet” pipe.
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probably was incorporated in the original design, and that mark 

stayed the same even if that model was produced for fifty years.  

Consequently, markings or initials are not very useful in accurate 

dating.

European pipes were so popular that they were copied 

in America, and the Fort Hays collection has several examples.  

For instance, a stem inscribed “Peter Dorni,” represents the 

Dutch manufacturer Dorni.  Another stem says, “L. Fiolet…

Omer…depose.”  This indicates an item handmade by a French 

manufacturer that operated from 1768 to 1921.  Not very use-

ful!  One bowl has the name “Catlins” on it.  Several fragments 

bear the initials “T. D.”  My research turned up several possibili-

ties, including a Thomas Dormer (1748-1770) and a Thomas 

Duggin (1805-1832), both English pipe makers.  Then there is 

Thomas Dennis of 

Bristol, who made 

pipes for the Indian 

trade up to about 1850.  Which to choose?  Bear in mind, these 

popular pipes could well have been copies.  The bottom line for 

these ubiquitous relics is that, except for some very specifically 

marked items, their dates are best identified by their association 

with artifacts of known age.  

When looking at these little pieces of the past, the pleasant 

thought comes through that at sometime in the colorful history 

of Fort Hays, soldiers guarding the trail were able to rest for bit 

with their comrades and enjoy a leisurely smoke while swapping 

tall tales, as soldiers at all their lonely outposts have done from 

time immemorial.

Three examples of pipe fragments bearing the “T. D.” markings.
Pipe lid with star-shaped holes.

The bowl of a “Catlins” common clay pipe.
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What is Buckaroo Revival?  
In 1990 when I first started work as a National Register historian, I 

heard the term “Buckaroo Revival” used to denote the not-so-flattering 
remodeling of historic commercial buildings by adding a rough-sawn, 
wood shake awning over the first story storefront, usually obscur-
ing the original transom windows.  While this awning constitutes the 
basic form for the style, other subtypes include the fake wood-shingled 
mansard roof and the board-and-battened storefront, often in combina-
tion with the wood-shingled awning.

What was the desired effect?
Apparently, the Buckaroo Revival style adornments were intended 

to replicate our rough-and-tumble pioneer heritage.  Most Buckaroo 
Revival remodelings appear to have occurred in the 1970s and early 
1980s, though undoubtedly there are more recent examples.  A 1996 
article in CRM magazine provides one explanation of the emergence 
of Buckaroo Revival.  The article, addressing the impact of legalized 
gaming on historic preservation in Deadwood, South Dakota, stated 
that Deadwood’s historic commercial district had been altered by plac-
ing weathered pine boards over Victorian-era stone buildings to “evoke 
the roaring days of the 1876 gold rush.”  The article noted, “This 
architectural style, termed by some as ‘Buckaroo Revival’ gave the city 
a cheap tourist-trap appearance.”  Since Buckaroo Revival is found 
nationwide, it is possible that the impetus was provided by the fanfare 
for the bicentennial celebration of 1976.

Whatever the origins, the Buckaroo Revival style fad was unfor-
tunately popular, and examples of the style can be seen in practically 
every commercial downtown in Kansas.  In addition, most remodelings 
seem to have been inflicted on the best historic building stock.  Instead 
of wood shingled awnings, historically these buildings typically 
featured canvas or simple metal awnings, if they had an awning at all.  
Instead of board-and-batten, most historic storefronts featured decora-
tive cast iron columns or pilasters and paneled wood bulkheads with 
large plate-glass windows.  

What can be done about Buckaroo Revival?
In general, historic alterations to buildings must be carefully 

evaluated to determine whether these changes have achieved signifi-
cance in their own right.  Since the Buckaroo Revival period is not 
yet fifty years old, these features can be removed and the building 
façade restored to its original appearance.  A word of caution: while 
some simple wood shingled awnings can be easily removed without 
damaging the historic building, other alterations may have involved the 
removal of historic fabric, such as cornices and decorative trim.  

An owner wishing to restore a Buckaroo Revival building should 
consult with Cultural Resources Division staff to determine the proper 
course of action and ensure that the restoration is in accordance with 
the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.   Rehabilitation 
tax credits may be available for buildings that are listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places or the Register of Historic Kansas Places, or 
that contribute to a listed historic district.  In all cases, historic photo-
graphs of the building are an invaluable aid to the restoration process.

Patrick Zollner
Cultural Resources Division Director

An Unfortunate 
Architectural Phenomenon

Reference
Ackerman, William V.  “Financing Historic 
Preservation in Rural Communities,” CRM 
Magazine [now CRM: The Journal of Heritage 
Stewardship], Volume 19, Number 4, 1996.

Buckaroo Revival
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An Unfortunate 
Architectural Phenomenon

Found in nearly every 
commercial downtown in 
the state, the Buckaroo 
Revival style was likely 
intended to replicate 
our pioneer heritage.  
These examples show 
the typical rough-sawn, 
wood shake awnings 
and board-and-battened 
storefronts.

Buckaroo Revival

Historically, metal was frequently the material of choice for commercial building awnings. Note the 
chamfered wood posts supporting the awnings on the buildings in the left photograph. No rough-sawn 
lumber in these historic images from Dorrance, Kansas.  Photos from the L. W. Halbe Collection, courtesy of 
the Kansas State Historical Society archives.



During my doctoral research, I appreciated the Stranger 
Creek valley as the only major tributary of the lower 
Kansas River whose sites had not been inundated by 
a major reservoir.  However, there are other ways to 

“inundate” a valley, and expanding development is one of them.  
For Stranger Creek basin–and the sites that hold evidence of its 
poorly understood prehistoric cultures–it soon will be high water 
time.

Since 1979, two series of projects explored the archeology 
of Stranger Creek, the last major tributary of the Kansas River 
before its confluence with the Missouri River at Kansas City.  
Both projects were supported by grants from the Historic Pres-
ervation Fund, a federal program of the National Park Service 
administered by the Cultural Resources Division of the Kansas 
State Historical Society. 

 The purpose of the first series, undertaken by the Museum 
of Anthropology at the University of Kansas from 1979 to 1983, 
was to inventory the cultural resources of the watershed, an area 
of about 530 square miles.  Because of those surveys, 108 sites 
were recorded, and information about them was integrated with 
data from 55 other previously documented sites.  Test excava-
tions were done at three sites.  

During that time, I was a doctoral student in anthropology 
at the University of Kansas and served as project director of the 
Stranger Creek surveys under Principal Investigators Alfred E. 
Johnson, Paul E. Brockington, and Alan H. Simmons.  I complet-
ed three reports detailing the project results (Logan 1981, 1983, 

1984) and synthesized the findings from a culture historical and 
environmental perspective in my dissertation and subsequent 
publication (Logan 1985, 1988).  That research spurred my long-
term interest in the lower Missouri River region.  I am particu-
larly interested in how its inhabitants adapted over a long period 
of time to a dynamic environment that was transitional from 
eastern woodlands to western prairies, and how the inhabitants 
interacted with other populations in those areas.

After several years of absence from Stranger Creek, when 
research took me to other parts of the central Great Plains and 
to Europe, I was drawn back by Scott DeMaranville, an amateur 
archeologist and lifelong resident of the watershed.  In 1979, 
I examined Scott’s artifact collection.  By chance, the first site 
I recorded in Kansas was on his grandfather’s property, which 
overlooks the Stranger Creek valley.  In 1999, Scott contacted 
me about a series of sites in the valley that he had been inves-
tigating, and with him I visited and recorded them.  We did not 
know then that we had walked right by the site that would bring 
me back to my old study area for the second series of investiga-
tions, one that continues today.  

In June 2001, a severe flood—at that time the worst on 
record in the valley—peeled away the plowzone that had shield-
ed this site less than 100 meters from one we had visited two 
years before.  Shortly after the flood, Scott walked the corner of 
the field that we had traversed without discovery and saw that 
flood scouring had exposed many pieces of pottery, chipped 
stone tools, and pieces of charcoal.  He immediately informed 

9

HPF Grants Support Studies of Threatened 
Archeology in Stranger Creek Valley

Volunteers of the Kansas Anthropological Association, University of Kansas, Kansas State University, 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers excavate the Scott house (14LV1082) in October 2001.
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Dr. Brad Logan is Research Associate Professor at 
Kansas State University.  He prepared the National 
Register nominations for several archeological 
sites in the Stranger Creek Basin and his interest 
continues today. 

me about the site, which I named in his honor.  This led to 
excavation of the Scott site house, the only completely exca-
vated habitation of the Steed-Kisker culture (A.D. 900-1450) in 
Kansas.  Some aspects of this culture show influence from popu-
lations near modern St. Louis that had attained a chiefdom level 
of social organization and that archeologists assign to the Missis-
sippian tradition (Hoard 2001).  The excavation brought together 
people from several institutions and organizations and other 
interested individuals who wanted to salvage a site suddenly 
vulnerable to flooding and plowing (Logan 2001, 2002).

After excavation of the Scott house, I wanted to return 
for more exploration not only to that site but also to others 
nearby.  We are indebted to Scott DeMaranville for discover-
ing and informing me about these 
sites, to farmers Henry Caenen and 
Mike McGraw, and to owners John 
and Robert Evans, who agreed to 
the subsequent work that resulted 
in placement of these sites on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  
They exemplify the critical role of 
amateur archeologists, tenants, and 
landowners in the discovery, inves-
tigation, and preservation of prehis-
toric cultural resources.

Thus, in 2003 I initiated a new 
series of HPF-supported projects 
in the Stranger Creek basin.  It has 
entailed National Register evalua-
tion of five prehistoric sites occu-
pied during the Middle Archaic (ca. 
5000-3000 B.C.), Late Archaic (ca. 
3000-500 B.C.), Woodland (ca. 500 
B.C.-A.D. 1000), and Late Prehistor-
ic (ca. A.D. 900-1500) periods.  Four 
of these, all in the Evans locality, are 
now on the National Register under 
the multiple property listing “Prehis-
toric Sites in Stranger Creek Basin, 
Northeastern Kansas” (Logan 2003, 
2004, 2005).  It is my hope that this 
list will eventually include a variety 
of sites that represent the diverse 
ways in which prehistoric peoples 
adapted to the region’s prairie-wood-
land environment.  Surveys are underway to discover more sites 
that warrant National Register evaluation (Logan 2006).

Archeological research in Stranger Creek is critical now 
because the area is experiencing rapid urban, commercial, and 
residential growth that threatens sites.  When I began my research 
in the area, two of its communities, Tonganoxie and Basehor, 
were small towns with little evidence of expansion.  Today both 
are growing because of developments along the Highway 24/40 
corridor between Lawrence and Kansas City.  Residential expan-
sion from Leavenworth and Lansing is also evident.  Whereas 
twenty-five years ago I saw extensive fields of crops, there now 
are houses and new subdivisions for more.  What once was a 
quiet, rural setting before long will be a bustling, urban one.  

The author, Brad Logan, during a June 2006 visit to 
the Stranger Creek area.
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Nicodemus once held so much promise.  It offered a new 
start for freed slaves and was established as a beacon on 

the Kansas prairie.  Hundreds of African-Americans came to this 
“promised land,” but after seventy-six years it was a virtual 
ghost town.  Yet, Nicodemus roars back to life every year on 
the last weekend of July for the Emancipation/Homecoming 
Day celebration, drawing hundreds from throughout the 
country, including descendants of the town’s original settlers.

For two weeks this June, Nicodemus will draw in a different 
crowd:  professional and avocational archeologists will try 
to uncover lost details of the community’s settlement–and 
perhaps even earlier.

(Above)  Nicodemus as it was 
seen ca. 1885 in this view of 
Washington Avenue.  KSHS 
photo.

(Right)  1953 aerial photo of 
Nicodemus.  Photo by Bernice 
Bates, courtesy of the Library 
of Congress, Historic American 
Buildings Survey.
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KATP Heads for the Promised Land
The 2007 Kansas Archeology Train-

ing Program field school has the potential 
to produce new and valuable information 
about the everyday lives and extraordi-
nary struggles of a post-Civil War African 
American settlement and will enhance 
the public interpretation of the significant 
history of Nicodemus, Kansas.

The Promised Land
In 1877, a group of five African 

American men from Kentucky, headed 
by Reverend W. H. Smith, enlisted the 
help of W. R. Hill, a white land promoter 
in northwest Kansas.  Together, they 
claimed a 160-acre town site along the 
Solomon River.  They began recruit-
ing in churches around Lexington and 
Georgetown in north-central Kentucky, 
and by fall the first group of 350 people 
left for Kansas—what they surely hoped 
would be the “promised land.”  They 
took the railroad to Ellis, Kansas, and 

then traveled overland the last 30 miles 
to Nicodemus.  Early settlers constructed 
dugouts until more substantial homes and 
businesses could be built.

By 1885, the population had grown 
to around 700 residents, overwhelmingly 
black.  Boom times ended in 1888 when 
the railroad built its line through another 
town, and many businesses moved out.  
With several severe droughts in the 
region and later the effects of the Depres-
sion, many families lost their farms.  In 
addition, children left Nicodemus to 
attend college or look for employment.  
By the 1950s, the town of Nicodemus 
appeared much as it does today.  Howev-
er, a large number of descendants return 
each year on the last weekend of July for 
the Emancipation Celebration/Homecom-
ing, held annually since 1878.

The National Historic Landmark 
District, established in 1976, encom-
passes the entire town site, and a dugout 
located about 12 miles east of town.  The 

more developed portion of the town 
occupies only the northwest corner of the 
platted town site.  Scattered farms and 
at least two satellite communities were 
located in the surrounding townships.  

Designated by Congress in 1996, 
Nicodemus National Historic Site is 
composed of five historic properties:  the 
First Baptist Church, the A.M.E. Church, 
the Nicodemus District No. 1 School-
house, the Nicodemus Township Hall 
(which is now the National Park Service 
visitor center), and the former St. Francis 
Hotel.  For a tour of Nicodemus National 

Jeff Spencer exposes the top of a limestone wall of a dugout house feature near Nicodemus during the May 2006 testing by a Washburn 
University archeological field school.

 Nicodemus
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Historic Site, see nps.gov/
features/nicodemus/cover.

Nicodemus is the first 
and the only remaining 
western town established by 
and for African Americans 
at the end of the post-Civil 
War Reconstruction Period.  
It is the only National Park 
Service unit that illustrates 
how African Americans 
were involved in the west-
ward migration and settle-
ment of the Great Plains.   

Field School 
Preparations 
Underway

The field school 
involves a partnership 
among the Kansas State 
Historical Society (KSHS), 
Kansas Anthropological 
Association (KAA), Nico-
demus National Historic 
Site, Midwest Archeological 
Center, Nicodemus Histori-
cal Society, and Washburn 
University.  

The project will exca-
vate and document settle-
ment-period dugout ruins at Nicodemus 
in order to assess their integrity, function, 
and occupation date.  Later construction 
within the developed portion of town has 
encroached on some dugouts there, but 
areas on the edge of town contain undis-
turbed dugout sites.  

One that will be the initial focus 
of the KATP excavation is the Thomas 
Johnson/Henry Williams dugout site 
(14GH103) about 2.5 miles north of 
Nicodemus.  Oral history tells that Emma 
Johnson Williams was pregnant when she 
arrived in Nicodemus from Kentucky, 
and the settlers banded together to help 
the Williams family build its dugout so 
that they would have a home when the 
baby arrived.

Washburn University students 
under the direction of Dr. Margaret 
Wood carried out preliminary research at 
14GH102 during a three-week archeolog-
ical field school in May-June 2006.  This 
was the first phase of a broader multiyear 
project designed to explore the settlement 
of Nicodemus through excavation of 
early dugout structures.  Dr. Wood’s anal-
ysis of excavated material and produc-
tion of a final report will guide plans for 
future excavations.  The Washburn field 
school will return to Nicodemus in May 
2007 to test the Nicodemus District No. 1 
Schoolhouse site (14GH103).  A summa-

ry of the 2006 Washburn University field 
school project is posted at nps.gov/nico/
parknews/index.

Dr. Flordeliz T. Bugarin of Arlington, 
Virginia, is the principal investigator for 
the 2007 KATP field school.  Dr. Bugarin 
received her B.A. in anthropology from 
the University of California at Berke-
ley and her M.A. and Ph.D. from the 
University of Florida, where she had an 
interdisciplinary major in anthropology 
and history and a minor in African stud-
ies.  Since 2005, she has been an assis-
tant professor at Howard University in 
Washington, D.C.  Her primary research 
interest is African and African diasporan 
studies, and her primary focus is race 
and ethnicity, poverty and marginalized 
societies.  She joins KSHS staff in devel-
oping the research design and directing 
the fieldwork.  Following the field school, 
she will carry out the artifact analysis 
and produce both popular and technical 
reports.

Volunteers Welcome:  
No Experience Necessary

The junior high school in Damar, a 
community about six miles southeast of 

Continued on back cover

Washburn University student Jackie Blaesi-Freed sprays the 
subsoil in a dugout house feature in May 2006.  Clearly 
seen are the stairs and a limestone wall.
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The Civil War ends.

Seven men—six of whom are black—
form the Nicodemus Town Company.

The first settlers arrive. 

Z.T. Fletcher founds Nicodemus’ first 
business, a general store.   The first 
school is conducted by Mrs. Fletcher in 
their dugout home with forty-five stu-
dents attending.

A group of nearly 300 freedmen from 
Kentucky arrives. September 17 is cele-
brated as the founding of Nicodemus.

A second large group of settlers (about 
150) arrives from Kentucky.

School District #1 is established.

Conflicting census reports place coun-
ty’s black population at 500 and 700. 

Statistics for Nicodemus Township show 
275 blacks, 83 whites, and 35 residential 
and commercial structures.

Emancipation Day (August 1) is first 
observed in Nicodemus.  This annual 
celebration continues to the present.

The first schoolhouse is erected.  The 
town boasts four general stores, a 
grocery, two druggists, three land com-
panies, a lawyer, two hotels, two livery 
stables, a blacksmith shop, harness and 
boot repair, and an ice cream parlor. It 
has a baseball team, literary and benefit 
societies, a band, and a music teacher.

Nicodemus Township promotes a sec-
ond offer of “$16,000 to the first rail-
road that will come through our town.” 
None come.  

The black population of the county 
reaches its peak of 595.

Nicodemus is reduced to sixteen inhab-
itants—necessities of life are purchased 
in nearby Bogue.

The post office closes. Nicodemus com-
pletes its existence in seventy-six years.

Nicodemus is designated a National 
Historic Landmark.

Congress establishes the Nicodemus 
National Historic Site.

The Rise and Demise 
of Nicodemus

Information summarized from a 
detailed chronology of Nicodemus 

on the National Park Service web site at
 nps.gov/archive/nico/Timeline/timeline_politics.
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The field school offers a variety of formal 
classes that can be taken to earn college 
credit through Emporia State University 
or simply to learn more about a particu-
lar topic.

Archeological Fieldwork
Instructor:  KSHS Archeology Office staff
Description:  In this field/laboratory course 
students receive on-the-job training in site 
survey/excavation and artifact processing.  
Instruction includes survey techniques, exca-
vation methods (including use of hand tools, 
removal and preservation of archeological 
materials, and record keeping), and laboratory 
procedures.  A total of 40 hours of work is 
necessary to complete the course; up to 20 of 
these hours can be spent in the field labora-
tory.  To allow for possible rain days, students 
are wise to start work on the first day of the 
project and continue until they have complet-
ed 40 hours.

Basic Archeological Excavation
8 a.m.-12 noon
June 4-8
Instructor:  Tim Weston, State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) Archeologist
This class uses lectures and fieldwork to focus 
on the techniques, principles, and theories of 
archeological site excavation, record keeping, 
and materials preservation.  Students learn 
proper techniques for preparing and conduct-
ing an archeological excavation.  Instruction 
is also given on the identification and inter-
pretation of artifacts, structural remains, and 
environmental data.  This class fulfills one 
requirement of the Basic Archeological Crew 
Member certification category. 

Kansas Cemeteries and Gravemarkers 
1-5 p.m.
June 4-8
Instructor:  Randy Thies, 
KSHS Archeology Office
Cemeteries and gravemarkers in Kansas share 
many obvious similarities, but there are also 
many distinctive and unique differences.  This 
class illustrates those characteristics through 
a combination of classroom discussions 
and visits to local cemeteries.  Major topics 
include the physical arrangement and histori-
cal development of various kinds of cemeter-

Request a Registration Packet

To request a registration packet, mail this coupon to the 
address below or contact  Public Archeologist Virginia Wul-
fkuhle at (785) 272-8681 Ext. 266 or vwulfkuhle@kshs.org.  

Registration packets will be available in hard copy and post-
ed at kshs.org/resource/katpcurrent around March 1, 2007.  
Packets contain:

KAA and/or KSHS, Inc. membership forms; 
registration, scheduling, and medical information 

forms;
options for lodging, camping, and food; 
a map of pertinent project locations; 
a list of recommended equipment; 
instructions for enrollment in formal classes;
details about the KAA certification program; 
and a schedule of accompanying activities.

Registration forms submitted by May 4 qualify for a partici-
pation fee of $20 for KAA and KSHS, Inc. members and $80 
for nonmembers.  After May 4, the participation fee is $30 
for members and $90 for nonmembers.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Please send me a registration packet for the Kansas Archeol-
ogy Training Program field school, June 2-17 in Nicodemus.

Name  ______________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Telephone number  ____________________________________

E-mail address  ________________________________________

Number of individuals in party  __________________________

ies, the stylistic characteristics and types of 
materials used in the making of gravemark-
ers, as well as the meaning of epitaphs and 
symbols.   

Introduction to Historic Preservation 
8 a.m.-12 noon
June 11-15
Instructor:  Kansas SHPO staff
This course examines the history of historic 
preservation in the United States and Kansas, 
provides an overview of historic architec-
tural styles and trends, and highlights Kansas 
properties listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  Participants will gain experi-
ence in documenting historic properties and 
learn about recent preservation projects in 
Kansas.

Kansas Prehistory
1-5 p.m.
June 11-15
Instructor:  Bob Hoard, 
State Archeologist
Kansas Prehistory presents evidence from the 
archeological record of Kansas and related 
regions used to construct the Kansas cultural 
sequence.  The geologic, geographical, and 
ecological factors that affect cultural develop-
ment are reviewed.  The scope and history 
of Kansas archeology, site types, rock art, 
burial sites, and legal aspects are also covered.  
Kansas Prehistory also examines lifeways 
and cultures from each of the major time 
periods in Kansas prehistory.  The class fulfills 
a requirement of several KAA Certification 
categories:  Basic Archeological Surveyor, 
Basic Archeological Crew Member, and Basic 
Archeological Laboratory Technician.

Attend the Field School and Earn College Credit

The historic Township Hall serves as the 
National Park Service visitor center.

Return form to Public Archeologist Virginia Wulfkuhle, 
Kansas State Historical Society, 6425 S. W. Sixth Avenue, Topeka, KS 66615-1099.
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11th Annual Bleeding Kansas 
Program Series
Through February 25, 2007
Constitution Hall
319 Elmore
Lecompton, KS
A series of talks and dramatic interpret-
ations on the violent conflict over slavery 
in Kansas Territory 1854 through 1861.  
For specific dates and events, visit kshs.
org.calendar or contact (785) 887-6520 
or consthall@kshs.org.

Zebulon Pike Exhibit
Through February 28, 2007
Pawnee Indian Museum
480 Pawnee Trail
Republic, KS
Call (785) 361-2255 for information.

Kansas Historic Sites Board of 
Review Quarterly Meeting
February 17, 2007
9 a.m.
Kansas Museum of History Classroom

Kansas Anthropological Association 
Lithic Technology Seminar
February 17-18, 2007
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Lindquist Hall, Bethany College
Lindsborg, KS

Heritage Trust Fund Grant 
Application Deadline
March 1, 2007

Game Faces: Kansans in Sports
March 16, 2007 - November 11, 2007
Kansas Museum of History
6425 S.W. Sixth Avenue
Topeka, KS
Community and collegiate sports as well 
as professional play will be covered in 

this special display on how sports creates 
community among disparate individuals. 
Among the games to be covered are 
baseball, basketball, and football.

Kansas Archaeology Month
April 2007

Kansas Anthropological Association 
Annual Meeting
April 14, 2007
Kansas State Historical Society
Topeka, KS

KSHS Artifact Identification and Lab 
Tour Day
April 21, 2007
Kansas State Historical Society
Topeka, KS

History and Environmental Fair
April 26, 2007
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Kansas History Museum and Library
Join us for an exciting outside adventure, 
rain or shine! Learn how our natural 
resources helped to shape the lives of 
Kansans and how we have, in turn, affected 
the land and wildlife.  For reservations and 
teacher booklets, contact (785) 272-8681 
Ext. 414 or education@kshs.org.

State Preservation Conference
May 10-12, 2007
Dodge City, KS
Watch for more information in the coming 
months!

Kansas Archeology Training Program 
Field School
June 2-17, 2007
Nicodemus, KS
See pages 11-16.

Nicodemus, is the project headquarters 
for registration, classes, artifact-process-
ing lab, indoor and outdoor camping, and 
perhaps some evening programs.  Details 
will be included in the registration 
packet, which will be available in hard 
copy and posted on the KSHS web site 
at kshs.org/resource/katpcurrent around 
March 1.  The packet will contain forms 
for KAA and/or KSHS, Inc. membership; 
registration, scheduling, and medical 
information forms; options for lodging, 
camping, and food; a map of pertinent 
project locations; a list of recommended 
equipment; instructions for enrollment 
in formal classes; details about the KAA 
certification program; and a schedule of 
accompanying activities.

Registration forms submitted by May 
4 qualify for a participation fee of $20 for 
KAA and KSHS, Inc. members and $80 
for nonmembers.  After May 4, the partic-
ipation fee increases to $30 for members 
and $90 for nonmembers.

Although field and laboratory 
activities continue throughout the 16-day 
period, volunteers may participate for a 
single day or the entire time.  Participants 
must be at least 10 years of age, and 
those younger than 14 must work with 
a parent or other sponsoring adult at all 
times.  A legally responsible adult must 
accompany participants between 14 and 
18 years of age.  The sponsoring organi-
zations do not discriminate on the basis 
of disability in admission to, access to, or 
operation of their programs; please make 
prior arrangements to accommodate indi-
viduals with disabilities or special needs 
with the KSHS Public Archeologist at 
(785) 272-8681 Ext. 266.

Continued from 13
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