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Statement of Historic Contexts 

by  

Lauren W. Ritterbush (Kansas State University) 

Tricia J. Waggoner (Kansas Historical Society) 

 

I. Ancestral Kanza, pre-1700 

 

The depth of time and limitations of the historical, cultural, and archaeological records cloud the 

ancestral origins of the Kanza people (Kaáⁿze níkashiⁿga) (also referred to as Kansa and Kaw).  Beyond 

mythical traditions, the most commonly recounted story of Kanza roots is that their ancestors were members of 

a group of peoples living east of the Mississippi River who split into different tribes as they moved generally 

westward.  These were the ancestral Quapaw, Osage, Kanza, Omaha, and Ponca (e.g., Buffalohead 2004:331-

334, Bushnell 1922:77, Dorsey 1884, 1886:215-218, Fletcher and La Flesche 1992, Howard 1965, McMillan 

2014, Morehouse 1908:5, Ritter 2002, Ritterbush 2012, Unrau 1971:3-17, Vehik 1993, Wedel 1946:4-6).  These 

tribes spoke Dhegihan (Siouan) languages that share linguistic heritage suggesting a common origin (Dorsey 

1885a, Parks and Rankin 2001:100-102).  Oral accounts of early Dhegihan ‘history’ are few in number and 

were not recorded until the late nineteenth century, many centuries after the events occurred.  They suggest the 

original Dhegiha ancestors separated into regional cultural entities as they moved into new lands.  Where 

specifically this ancestral group resided prior to their movement is unclear, but some accounts and 

interpretations refer to the Ohio River region, the Lower Wabash River valley, near the Great Lakes, and even 

southeastern North America (Unrau 1971:15-16).  Although specific place(s) of origin is (are) unknown (Mason 

2006:204-232), modern scholars accept that the Kanza and other Dhegiha speakers originated east of the 

regions in which they were settled when Europeans first recorded encounters with these groups.  Oral traditions 

suggest that the ancestors of the Quapaw parted from the other Dhegiha at the mouth of the Ohio River and 

traveled down the Mississippi River.  The others traveled up the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, splitting into 

tribes along the way.  The ancestors of the Osage established their homes primarily along the lower Missouri 

River and its southern tributaries in what is now Missouri and southeastern Kansas.  The Omaha and related 

Ponca traveled northwest to present-day southern South Dakota, eastern Nebraska, and western Iowa, while the 

Kanza resided along the Missouri River valley below these groups and above the Osage.   

 

 The earliest archaeological remains attributed to ancestral Kanza are in northwestern Missouri and 

northeastern Kansas.  These include the King Hill (23BN1) and Fanning (14DP1) village sites, respectively 

(Figure 1).  (Both are listed on National Register of Historic Places.)  No known primary written documents 

specifically refer to these villages or their occupants, but archaeological clues suggest their association with the 

early Kanza (Blake and Cutler 1982, Feagins 1979, 2006, 2007, Raish 1979, Roper 2012:13-19, Ruppert 1974, 

Shock and Bass 1966, Vradenburg and Hollinger 1994, Wedel 1959:131-171).  The archaeological remains are 

assigned to the Oneota tradition based on distinctive smooth-surface shell-tempered ceramics.  The limited 

number of European trade goods present suggests occupation in the seventeenth century.  This fits generally 

with references to the Kanza on early French maps produced following the Marquette and Jolliet expedition in 

1673-1674 (Marshall 2006:220, Tucker 1942:Plates IV & V, Wedel 1946:8-9, 1959:50-51).  Labels on these 

maps place the ‘Kansa’ some distance west or southwest of a major tributary of the Mississippi River, most 

likely the Missouri River.  Similarly, an unsigned sketch map of a section of the Mississippi River and several 

of its tributaries, including the Missouri River, from about 1699, indicates “300 cabanes” of the “Canscas” or 

“Canseas” along a tributary of the Missouri between downstream and upstream waterways associated with the  
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Osage and Pawnee/Omaha, respectively (Tucker 1942:7, Plate XVIII).  This reflects general knowledge of 

European explorers in the latter part of the seventeenth century of the Kanza on the west side of the Missouri 

River likely in present-day northeastern Kansas.  The lack of direct historical documents pertaining to the 

ancestral Kanza necessitates the reliance on archaeological data to learn about these early historic 

(protohistoric) peoples.  

 

 

II. Missouri River Settlement and Trade, circa 1700-1790 

 

European expansion in North America during the eighteenth century brought the Kanza into direct and 

regular contact with French and, potentially, Spanish traders and government representatives.  This resulted in 

technological and cultural changes in Kanza society and more historical documentation of their whereabouts.  

Based on a report in 1700 by Jesuit missionary Pierre-Gabriel Marest, who was living with the Kaskaskia in 

Illinois country, the Kanza were trading for Spanish horses while they lived along or near the Missouri River 

(Nasatir 1990:6).  Marest’s information, like that of colonial administrator and explorer Pierre Lemoyne 

d’Iberville from two years later, informed Claude and Guillaume Delisle’s maps (see below).  All of the 

information used by these individuals was secondhand since none had visited the Kanza settlements themselves.  

Nonetheless, their comments suggest common knowledge of the Kanza along or near the Missouri River.  

Various references in French documents from the first quarter of the eighteenth century indicate increasing 

French presence along the Missouri River, suggesting more consistent contact between the Kanza and the 

French, as well as possible contact with the Spanish in the American Southwest (Nasatir 1990:6-12).   

 

As suggested by Marest, the Kanza and other tribes along the Missouri River were receiving Spanish 

goods.  The French sought this knowledge since they were in competition with the Spanish for North America 

and its resources.  French relations with Native peoples of the Missouri River region were maintained carefully 

in order to discourage expansion of the Spanish out of the American Southwest into the heart of North America.  

At the same time, certain goods could only be obtained from the Spanish, thus, it was to the advantage of Native 

peoples to interact peacefully with both the French and Spanish.  This is especially true in relation to horses, 

which were introduced to the Americas by the Spanish.  If received through direct interaction with the Spanish, 

this required journeys westward into the Plains and beyond.  As noted below, it was common for the Kanza to 

trek far into the Plains, but travel as far as modern New Mexico, the closest settlements of the Spanish, has not 

been confirmed.  Instead, they may have obtained Spanish horses from other Indigenous groups living in the 

central high plains (e.g., Apache) who had more access to the Spanish or Puebloan peoples with whom the 

Spanish lived.  Down-the-line exchanges of goods and information likely occurred while the Kanza were 

hunting in the plains of present-day Kansas.  Early maps with labels referring to the Kanza alongside east-

flowing streams or rivers west of the Missouri River confirm their presence in the eastern Plains. 

 

The 1703 map of French geographer and historian Claude (not Guillaume) Delisle reflects European 

knowledge of North America around 1700 including much of the Missouri River and some of its tributaries 

(Delanglez 1943:276-279, Tucker 1942:5, Plate XIII, Wood 1984:32).  An account of the sources Delisle used 

for this map suggests that Pierre-Charles Le Sueur, who explored the Mississippi River between 1699 and 1701, 

obtained information pertaining to the Missouri, its tributaries, and groups residing along or near its course 

secondhand from traders, missionaries, and Native peoples (Wood 1984:32).  This must be remembered when 

considering the accuracy of the map, especially its details of the western portions of this map.  Similarities  
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between independent sources (maps and reports) from the eighteenth century suggest at least shared knowledge 

of Kanza association with the Plains west of the Missouri River in what was likely present-day Kansas.  The 

Delisle map of 1703, like the unsigned sketch map from about 1699 (discussed above), illustrates a western 

tributary of the Missouri River upstream from the Osage and downstream from a river affiliated with the 

Pawnee.  It is labeled as ‘Metchigamiki’ and shown as a large east-flowing river.  This may correlate with the 

Kansas River (or one of the smaller tributaries of the Missouri River in this general region).  A symbol that 

appears to refer to a ‘village’ (rather than a camp) is marked on the left bank of this stream a short distance 

above its mouth.  Adjacent to that and between this stream and the next higher Missouri River tributary is the 

word “Cansa” suggesting this was the village and territory of the Kanza people (Wood 1984:32).  Later French 

maps, for example the 1718 map by French cartographer and son of Claude Delisle, Guillaume Delisle, offers 

somewhat different information, but continues to emphasize Kanza association with this region. 

 

The Delisle map of 1718 Carte de la Louisiane et du Cours du Mississipi (Map of Louisiana and 

Mississippi Course) reflects the growing knowledge of North America, although still heavily reliant on 

secondhand information for much of the Missouri River region (Hasier 2004:153, Tucker 1942: 6, Plate XV, 

Wood 1984:33-34).  The presence of the Kanza is indicated on this map along the Missouri River and to the 

west.  A Kanza (les Canfez) village is marked on the right bank of the Petite Riviere des Cansez near its 

confluence with the Missouri River.  Below (south of) this is a much larger tributary Grande Riviere des Canfez 

(Senex 1721, Wood 1984:34).  It is unknown whether the ‘Metchigamiki’ on the 1703 map refers to the former 

or the latter, but the latter appears to correlate with the modern Kansas River.  This river, however, is shown as 

overly long and “distorted” (Wood 1984:33), thus, does not appear to be based on direct or accurate 

information.  This is not surprising since few Europeans were known to have penetrated into this region by 

1718.  Between the branches of the Grande Riviere des Canfez are three hut-like symbols labeled les Canfez 

suggesting residences.  To the west and south are various Padoucas (Apache) settlements or camps and to the 

north 12 villages of les Panis (Pawnee).  Given the distortion of the Grande Riviere des Canfez, it is difficult to 

interpret the specific location and form of this Kanza settlement with any certainty.  (It may refer to a common 

campsite of the Kanza in the Plains, a more permanent settlement, or simply a general association of this region 

with the Kanza, for instance, while hunting bison in the Plains.)  Nonetheless, the multiple references to the 

Kanza suggest they were closely tied to this region by the early eighteenth century and lived not only along the 

Missouri River, but in the broader area around or along the Kansas River.   

 

French military officer and trader Étienne Veniard de Bourgmont produced the first European records 

based on direct knowledge of the Kanza and the lands they inhabited.  After leaving France at the end of the 

seventeenth century, he served as a soldier and officer for the French at Fort Pontchartrain (1706), then deserted 

to become an independent trader.  Between at least 1712 and 1718, Bourgmont was closely tied to the Missouri 

tribe, taking a native woman as his wife.  During an expedition up the Missouri River in 1714, he collected 

detailed geographical information about the river’s course below the mouth of the Platte (Henning 1983:1).  The 

Bourgmont map of 1714 drafted by Guillaume Delisle indicates Bourgmont’s firsthand knowledge of the lower 

Missouri, including the mouth of the Kansas River (“Riv. des Canze”) and the Petite Riviere des Cansez (“pet R 

des Canze”) (Wood 1983:Plate 1).  Bourgmont wrote in his “Exact Description of Louisiana” that the Ecanze 

were associated with a river by that same name (Kansas River).  He described the land in which they lived as 

beautiful prairies with abundant animals (bison and deer or elk) that they hunted with bow and arrow.  By this 

time, they had horses and were described as good horsemen (Giraud 1958:15-16).   
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In 1719 Bourgmont returned to France and the next year was given charge of French trade along the 

Missouri River.  His main task upon his return to North America in 1723 was to build Fort Orleans in present-

day central Missouri (Bray 1980).  He traveled upriver from there the next year (1724) to an active Kanza 

village (Norall 1988).  This was probably the settlement indicated on the Delisle map of 1718 at the mouth of 

the Petite Riviere des Cansez.  Decades after Bourgmont’s visit, Perrin du Lac (based on information of others) 

indicated on his map of 1802 the “2[?] Ancien village des Kances” just above the mouth of a small east-flowing 

stream (Perrin du Lac 1802, Wood 1983:Plate 9).  Lewis and Clark confirmed this location when they passed 

the ruins of an old village of the Kanza at the mouth of a small tributary they named Independence Creek, on 

July 4, 1804 (Moulton 1986:345-352, 1987:371, https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-07-

04#ln04070401).  This is the same location visited by Bourgmont.  Although this village has been largely 

destroyed by the historic town of Doniphan (14DP390) or erosion by the Missouri River, related evidence for 

the Kanza has been identified on the adjacent hills and recorded as the Doniphan archaeological site (14DP2) 

(Figure 1).  In 1937 Smithsonian archaeologist Waldo R. Wedel identified 12 storage or cache pits, 2 possible 

borrow pits, and 11 burials on these hills that he correlated with the Kanza (Stein 2001, Stewart 1959:669-672, 

677-680, Wedel 1959:98-130).  Additional burials were uncovered in 1964 and 1987 (Bass and Nelson 1968, 

Feagins 2000a, 2000b, 2004, Rogers 1988, Stein 2001, Willey and Bass 1969).  One pot from the latest 

excavation confirms an Oneota archaeological affiliation.  Trade materials, such as brass, iron, glass beads, and 

ceramics, from these features indicate use during the early post-contact period.  These upland features indicate a 

burial practice of interring individuals on high points near the tribe’s settlement although not in a communal 

cemetery.  This upland site (14DP2) was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1974 (National 

Park Service 1974). 

 

Despite few archaeological remains of the Kanza village along Independence Creek, the written record 

of Bourgmont’s trip in 1724 provides useful information about the settlement, its occupants, and their practice 

of traveling to the Plains to hunt bison.  M. la Renaudiére, a medical officer on the expedition, described the 

village as having 150 houses (Norall 1988:57).  The corresponding population of the Kanza is estimated at 

about 1100 people.  This is based on Renaudiére’s report of who left the village on July 27, 1724, to join 

Bourgmont on a trip to the Plains.  Bourgmont’s goal was to establish peaceful relations with the Padouca 

(Apache) because of their known interaction with the Spanish (Norall 1988, Nasatir 1990:21, Reichart 1979).  

While Bourgmont arranged the trip as part of his assigned duty, the Kanza accompanied him on the first portion 

of his excursion as part of their annual trek westward to hunt bison.  The entire tribe traveled to the Plains.  

When they left the village on July 27, 1724, Renaudiére documented 300 warriors, two head chiefs, 14 war 

chiefs, 300 women, 500 children, and 300 dogs.  The Kanza traded horses to the French party for gunpowder, 

lead balls, strings of beads, and knives.  Although they had horses at the time, the Kanza were also using dogs 

as pack animals (Norall 1988:57).  This important primary document suggests that the Kanza lived in a sizable 

village along the Missouri River in 1724, were familiar with the Apache of the western Plains, had access to 

guns and some horses, but still used numerous dogs as pack animals, and traveled in summer as a tribe or 

village to the Plains to hunt bison.  Milton Reichart’s (1979) analysis of the journal of the expedition to the 

Plains proposed the French trekked to central Kansas, a region with which the Kanza were very familiar based 

on their long-distance bison hunts.  They appear to have traveled often through northeastern Kansas and 

westward by at least the beginning of the eighteenth century. 

 

 

 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-07-04#ln04070401
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-07-04#ln04070401
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Bourgmont abandoned Fort Orleans in 1725 leaving the French without a trade center along the Lower 

Missouri until 1744 when they returned to construct a new post, Fort Cavagnial (Cavagnolle), higher up the 

Missouri River in northeastern Kansas (Hoffhaus 1964, 1984, Johnson 2016:55-70, Nasatir 1990:36-37, 50-52, 

Unrau 1971:66-73).  The Kanza lived near the French during at least a portion of the 20 years the trading post 

was active.  William Clark, John Ordway, Patrick Gass, and Charles Floyd of the Lewis and Clark expedition 

reported camping near the remains of a Kanza settlement associated with Fort Cavagnial.  On July 2, 1804, 

Clark wrote,   

 

we Camped after dark on the S. S. [starboard side] opposit [sic] the 1st old Village of the Kanzas which 

was Situated in a Valley between two points of high land, on the river back of their village commenced 

an extensive Prarie [sic]… a large Island in front which appears to have made on that Side and thrown 

the Current of the river against the place the Village formerly Stood, and washes away the bank in that 

part.  The French formerly had a Fort at this place, to protect the trade of this nation (Moulton 1986:341, 

cf. 336-344, 1987:371, https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-07-02) 

 

Fourteen years later, John Gale, surgeon for the military traveling up the Missouri River in advance of the Long 

expedition, made similar observations. 

 

October 15, 1818-Thursday: … At the distance of 5 miles passed Turkey creek on the South and at the 

distance of two Miles farther Made Bear Medicine Island, on the North, at the extremity of which we 

encamped on the South in a Valley where once Stood the ancient Village of the Kanzas, a Mile in rear of 

which is the remains of a French Fort which was Situated on an eminence near a Spring of fine water. 

The general outlines of the works and the remains of the chimneys only are Visible (Nichols 1969:27-

28). 

 

Historical clues such as these and others (e.g., James 1823:102) indicate this village and French trading post 

were located north of present-day Fort Leavenworth, likely in Salt Creek valley (Figure 1).  Despite many 

searches for remains of these former establishments, their exact locations have not been confirmed (e.g., 

Hawley 2008, Morehouse 1908:15-17, Thompson 2007, Witty and Marshall 1968). 

 

By the mid-eighteenth century French Canadian, British, and Spanish traders competed against the 

French for the pelts and trade of the Kanza and neighboring tribes (Nasatir 1990:65-74).  This competition may 

have stimulated movement of the Kanza between the Missouri and Kansas Rivers.  Occasional references in 

historical documents to trade with the Kanza near the mouth of the Kansas may be a generalized reference to a 

location near Fort Cavagnial or closer to the confluence of these two rivers.  By 1752, the Kanza were said to be 

on the lower reach of the Kansas River (Unrau 1971:67).  Twenty-six years later they are listed as one of the 

tribes trading with Auguste Chouteau at the mouth of the Kansas (Christian 2004:64).  These may be references 

to where the Kanza traveled to meet and trade with European traders rather than the location of their primary 

villages.  At the end of 1785 the Spanish Governor of Louisiana General Esteban Rodriguez Miró stated that 

“The Cances have their villages [sic] about a hundred and forty leagues from the mouth of the Missouri on a 

very high cliff about two “avanzadas” from the shore of that river” (Nasatir 1990:125).  Given that Miro 

reported earlier in this document that the mouth of the Kansas River was 108 leagues above the Missouri 

(Nasatir 1990:123), his testimony places the Kanza settlement(s) an estimated 80-100 (river) miles north of the 

mouth of the Kansas.  One of these villages is indicated on a later map, the Perrin du Lac map of 1802, as the 

“1.[?] Ancien Village des Kances.”  The village is indicated on the western side of the Missouri River below a  

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-07-02
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tributary north of the Kansas River mouth (Perrin du Lac 1802, Wood 1983:Plate 9).  To date, no clearly 

identifiable remains of mid- to late-eighteenth century Kanza sites have been recognized along the Missouri 

River below the Doniphan site, nor along the lower Kansas River. 

 

Despite the lack of archaeological evidence of Kanza settlements dating to the last three-quarters of the 

eighteenth century, we can expect that this was a period characterized by distinctive change in Kanza society.  

Much of this is attributed to the frequent direct contact with the French, especially during the two decades of 

Fort Cavagnial.  The Kanza obtained European trade goods in exchange for desired pelts.  They rapidly 

integrated these into their material culture, commonly at the expense of key Native technologies, such as the 

production of ceramic vessels and chipped stone tools.  Metal pots, knives, arrow points, and other useful non-

native goods were available as gifts or through exchange for hides, furs, and, possibly, food.  Kanza 

involvement in the fur trade also integrated them into economic, social, and political networks that extended 

well beyond their homelands.  This was most readily apparent through specific events that link the Kanza to 

distant people and lands.  For instance, in 1755, Kanza warriors sided with the French during the French and 

Indian Wars and traveled to eastern North America with the intent of participating in rivalries between 

European powers (Unrau 1971:69-70).  Whether interacting with foreigners of European or Native descent 

away from their lands or at their home, intercultural interaction had direct impact on the lives and culture of the 

Kanza.  The presence of male traders and the need to build alliances between previously unrelated populations, 

led to the development of new families and offspring of mixed ancestry in the Kanza villages or at or near the 

trading posts.  Interpreters and cultural brokers developed to mediate social relations.  At the same time, foreign 

diseases took their toll, as did antagonisms with Native groups drawn to the Missouri River from neighboring 

regions.  As reported by French Louisiana Governor Louis Billourat de Kerlerec in December 1758, the number 

of Kanza warriors had been reduced to 250-300 through war with the Pawnee and smallpox (Nasatir 1990:52).  

These factors likely motivated the Kanza to move their primary village from the Missouri River westward along 

the Kansas River, a region with which they were already familiar as part of their hunting grounds (Nasatir 

1990:125, Norall 1988). 

 

 

III. Early Kansas River Settlement, circa 1790-1825 

 

 The primary Kanza settlement prior to the establishment of their first reservation in 1825 was Blue Earth 

village, although other settlements also were occupied for one or more seasons or years.  Several maps based on 

information available in St. Louis during the last decade of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth 

century show this community on the north side of the Kansas River a short distance below the mouth of the 

Blue River.  These include maps by Frenchmen Antoine Pierre Soulard and Victor Collot.  (The Carte du 

Missouri was also produced by Francois Marie Perrin du Lac, although is derived from other sources [Perrin du 

Lac 1802, Wood 1983:Plate 9].)  These men collected information for the French government primarily from 

traders and explorers (Collot 1826:279, Diller 1955, Wood 1996).  Each marks a village of the “Kances” or “N. 

Can” below (or at) the mouth of the “R. e du bleue,” “Blue Water” River, “R. de l’Eau bleu,” or today’s (Big) 

Blue River of eastern Kansas (Figure 2).  This village was occupied by at least 1795 (probably earlier) and 

continued to be used by the Kanza until about 1828 as indicated by historical maps, written documents, and 

archaeological data (Barnes 1938:254-256, [Biddle] 1820, James 1823:110-128, Langham 1826, McDermott 

1945:410-411, Morehouse 1908:20-21, Stackpole 1880, Tomasic 2011a, 2011b, Wedel 1946, 1959, Wilmeth 

1960). 
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Both historical and archaeological sources provide information about Blue Earth village and its 

occupants (Ritterbush 2015, Wedel 1946:13).  When visited in August 1819 by a party of scientists and artists 

affiliated with the Stephen Long expedition, the village included 120 round earthlodges ([Biddle] 1820, 

Ritterbush 2015).  Likewise, surveyor Angus Langham noted “125 dirt lodges” when he visited in October 1826 

(Langham 1826).  An 1880 map of surface features visible roughly 50 years after it had been abandoned also 

suggests at least 120 lodges (Stackpole 1880).  If each lodge was occupied by one or two families or an 

estimated 10 people, the population of the Kanza at Blue Earth village was about 1200-1250 people.  This is a 

bit lower than estimates reported during the period of occupation of 1300 Kanza in 1804, 1565 in 1806, and 

1800 in 1817 (Anonymous 1817, Coues 1965:590-591, Moulton 1987:392-393, 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-1805.winter.part2#lc.jrn.1804-1805.winter.part1.01).  

 

Wedel conducted archaeological excavations at the Blue Earth site (14PO24) in 1937.  He confirmed the 

presence of round earthlodges and described the one house floor he excavated as 28-29 feet in diameter, with a 

central hearth, four main support posts, and an extended entryway (Wedel l959:187-197).  This varies 

somewhat from what artist Samuel Seymour of the Long expedition of 1819 depicted (Seymour 1819-1820).  

His illustration of the interior of the lodge in which the visitors stayed appears larger with eight, rather than four 

primary support posts (Figure 3).  The larger size and slightly different construction may be because the latter 

lodge was one that served the primary leader of the Kanza and as a place for community gatherings or visitors, 

while the former may have been built as the home of a smaller family.  Reminiscences of the earliest Euro-

American settler on this property in the mid-1850s confirm that house size varied.  Amos H. Powers recalled 

lodge depressions ranging from about 8-10 feet in diameter to 25-30 feet in maximum dimension (Powers 

1910). 

 

In addition to uncovering a house floor, Wedel excavated two storage or trash pits within the area of the 

village and found remnants of a disturbed burial.  The latter was located 350-400 yards east of the excavated 

lodge, but it is unclear whether this was within the village or separate from it (Wedel 1959:191-192).  A map 

published in the 1881 Transactions of the Kansas State Historical Society, likely based at least in part on the 

Stackpole map, indicates a separate burial ground a short distance east, as well as burials at the southwestern 

edge of the village (Anonymous 1881:288, Powers 1910).  The latter may correlate with that portion of the site 

where erosion of the Kansas River exposed human remains as early as the mid-1800s and into the 1900s 

(Griffing 1908, Lumb 2006, Powers 1910).  This information suggests that during this period the Kanza 

practiced various forms of burial including interment within or immediately adjacent to the village or in a 

cemetery separate from the main settlement.  Kanza use of burial mounds or cairns has not been documented 

near Blue Earth village, although this is possible as bluff top stone mounds are present along the Kansas and 

Blue River valleys.  Most of these predate the Kanza, however, Cumming (1958:48-56) submits, but cannot 

verify that a potentially intrusive burial in the Sweat Bee mound (14PO14) north of Blue Earth and overlooking 

the Blue River may have been Kanza.  Historic metal artifacts occasionally have been recovered from burial 

mounds in the broader region (Eyman 1966, Ritterbush 1993).  The association of these with the Kanza is only 

one of multiple possible identifications. 

 

Archaeological investigations and collections from the Blue Earth site by Wedel and others show how 

by the beginning of the nineteenth century the Kanza had integrated much European or Euro-American 

technology into their material culture (e.g., Tomasic et al. 2012, Powers 1910, Wedel 1959:187-197).  They had 

replaced chipped stone cutting, piercing, and scraping tools with metal knives, arrow points, axes, and scrapers  

 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-1805.winter.part2#lc.jrn.1804-1805.winter.part1.01


NPS Form 10-900-b          OMB Control No. 1024-0018  

   

United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

 

Kanza People (Kaáⁿze níkashiⁿga) of Kansas         Kansas 
Name of Multiple Property Listing                                  State  

   

Section   E     Page   8   

 

and were using metal pots and buckets in place of native-made ceramic vessels.  They also had iron hoes, steel 

traps, flintlock firearms, bobs, tinklers, woven cloth, beads, and other kinds of ornamentation received from 

French, Spanish, British, and American traders.  In return for these goods, the Kanza provided hides and furs.   

 

In 1806, Zebulon Pike recorded that the Kanza annually traded about 250 packs of deer hides, 100 packs 

of otter pelts, 15 packs of beaver pelts, and some bear and bison skins.  They traded with merchants out of St. 

Louis who provided about $8000 worth of goods.  Transactions between the Kanza and traders was said to 

occur at the mouth of the Kansas River or at their village (Coues 1965:590-591).  Two years later, the federal 

government established Fort Osage near Independence, Missouri, below the mouth of the Kansas River and 

attempted unsuccessfully to draw the Kanza there permanently, although they did visit and trade at Fort Osage 

regularly (Smith 2003). 

 

Although Blue Earth village continued to be the primary settlement of the Kanza tribe through the first 

quarter of the nineteenth century, there are historical clues that there were other villages along the Kansas River 

prior to or overlapping the general time range for this village.  Lewis and Clark did not travel up the Kansas 

River but collected accounts from other individuals during their expedition up the Missouri River in 1804.  In 

recounting this secondhand information, they reported “the present village of the Kanzas” below the mouth of 

the “Bluewater river” 80 leagues up the Kansas River.  In addition to this, they noted “The old Kanzas village” 

on the north side of the Kansas River 40 leagues above its confluence with the Missouri (Moulton 1987:344, 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-1805.winter.part1#lc.jrn.1804-1805.winter.part1.02).  

This suggests an unidentified village between the mouth of the “Heart River” on the north side of the Kansas 

and the “Full River” entering from the south.  Today, these can be identified as Soldier Creek and Mill Creek, 

respectively (James 1823:108, Ritterbush 2019:12, 16).  This “old Kanzas village” appears to be a pre-1804 

settlement of which little is known (Morehouse 1908:18-19).  It may correlate with “Old Hart village” indicated 

on a map made by Angus L. Langham in 1826-27 after establishment of the first Kanza reservation (Langham 

1826-1827).  This site has not been confirmed archaeologically, but may have been at or near where Fool 

Chief’s village was established around 1829 (Figure 2). 

 

The Kanza used at least one other location along the Kansas River in 1811.  George Sibley, chief factor 

(trader) at Fort Osage, visited this settlement in May of that year.  It was located  

 

in a beautiful prairie of moderate extent, which is encircled very nearly by the main [Kansas] river on 

one side, small creek westerly, the north fork just above and a chain of romantic prairie hills northerly, 

which last give a very pleasing effect to the whole of this beautiful location” (Brooks 1965:174).   

 

Clues in Sibley’s journal indicate that the Kanza were living just below the mouth of the Republican River 

(“north fork” of the Kansas River), farther up the Kansas River than Blue Earth village (Figure 2) (Marshall 

2006:123-125, Ritterbush 2015:13-14, Wedel 1946:13).  At the time of Sibley’s visit, the Kanza women were 

planting gardens, which suggests that this may have been more than a temporary camp.  The Kanza likely 

planned to return to this location after their summer bison hunt in order to harvest their crops.  Unlike at Blue 

Earth, which had permanent round earthlodges, the houses at this 1811 village were long houses formed with 

poles covered with skins, bark, and mats.  As described by Sibley, the covers of these lodges were easily and 

quickly removed to be reused for shelters constructed while on their hunts (Brooks 1965:174). 

 

 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/item/lc.jrn.1804-1805.winter.part1#lc.jrn.1804-1805.winter.part1.02
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While Blue Earth, the 1811 Kanza settlement, and earlier villages on the Kansas and Missouri Rivers 

were the primary residences of the Kanza in the late seventeenth, eighteenth, and early nineteenth centuries, 

these were not occupied year-round.  Instead the Kanza lived there primarily in the spring while gardens were 

planted and during the late summer to fall harvest season.  After their crops were planted and started to grow, 

Kanza families packed up many of their belongings and left the village for their communal bison hunt.  As seen 

by de Bourgmont and reported by his medical officer, Renaudiére, in the summer of 1724, the Kanza, including 

entire families and numerous dogs for transporting goods, left their village to travel westward in pursuit of 

bison.  Almost a century later, the Kanza were continuing this tradition of summer bison hunts away from their 

village.  When visitors from the Long Expedition arrived at Blue Earth village in August 1819, they were told 

that the Kanza had recently returned from their summer hunt in time to harvest produce from their gardens 

([Biddle] 1820:304, James 1823:111).  This tradition was practiced well into the nineteenth century as trader 

Frederick Chouteau recalled for the early reservation era.  He observed that the summer hunt generally started 

in June after crops were planted.  As seen by Say and others, the tribe returned to their villages with bison meat 

and hides in August.  During the fall and winter, the Kanza also often left their village to hunt and trap.  After 

the St. Louis treaty of 1825, annuities were paid in early September.  This is when the Kanza purchased supplies 

from traders on credit, then dispersed to hunt deer and elk and trap furbearing animals.  Dressed and undressed 

hides and pelts were sold to the traders in the winter to repay their debts (Adams 1904:426). 

 

Specific locations of Kanza hunting camps are difficult to identify.  These may have been near villages 

such as Blue Earth in some years (as reported for 1819), but were often farther afield, towards the Republican, 

Solomon, Saline, Smoky Hill, and Arkansas Rivers.  They were unlikely to hunt much above or north of Blue 

Earth village or far up the Republican or Solomon Rivers because of the presence of the Pawnee in those 

directions.  The Kanza and Pawnee often had antagonistic relations (Barry 1972:183, 354, Cummins 1839:502, 

Kelly 2013:331, McCoy 1998:51, 132, 194-195, 250, Nasatir 1990:615, White 1959:34).  While on the hunt, the 

Kanza lived in temporary shelters like those observed by Sibley in 1811.  They probably moved frequently to 

stay near bison herds.  As a result, few remains of hunting sites and camps would be visible, except soon after 

abandonment.  On September 15, 1806, as Pike traveled across the Smoky Hills “between the waters of the 

White [or Cottonwood] river and the Kans [Smoky Hill River]”, his party “passed a very large Kans 

encampment, evacuated, which had been occupied last summer” (Coues 1965:402, Olivia 2006:21).  Others 

mentioned camps along the Arkansas River in central Kansas and its tributaries (Barry 1972:110).  Traveling 

along that river in August 1820, the men on the Long expedition observed an abandoned hunting camp that may 

have been used by the Kanza (or Osage) near the mouth of the Little Arkansas River. 

 

… we saw the appearance of an Indian village, situate [sic] near the confluence of the Little Arkansa 

with the [Arkansas] river.  … it proved to be a large hunting camp, which had probably been occupied 

during the preceding season.  It exhibited a more permanent aspect than three others that occurred on our 

route of the past three days; much bark covered the boweries [lodge or tent frames], and a few pumpkins 

watermelons, and some maize, the seeds of which had fallen from unknown hands, were fortuitously 

growing as well within as without the rude but frail tenements.  Of the maize we collected enough to 

furnish out a very slight but extremely grateful repast, and the watermelons were eaten in their unripe 

state (Benson 1988:355). 

 

Although they found corn, watermelons, and pumpkins at this camp, the mention that both grew outside and 

inside the tents suggests that they were not planted, but rather had germinated from accidentally dropped seeds.  
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By the nineteenth century, the Kanza also left their village during the winter to hunt and trap.  This was 

generally the best time to pursue furbearing animals, whose pelts were in demand by Euro-American traders.  

During this period, the Kanza typically split into families or small groups for at least part of the fall and winter 

to trap otters, beaver, and other furbearing animals, in addition to hunting deer and elk, which were also 

available near Blue Earth village ([Biddle] 1820:307, Dixon 2007:479, Molloy 1993).  This also put them  

closer to trade establishments, such as the American trade ‘factory’ adjacent to Fort Osage (1808-1822) and 

posts of the Chouteau family near the mouth of the Kansas River or along that stream’s lower reach (e.g., the 

“Four Houses” post) (Figure 2) (Adams 1904:425, Barry 1972:88, Smith 2003).  Camps associated with these 

trapping, hunting, and trade activities were probably short-term, leaving minimal archaeological signature.  No 

camps specific to Kanza trapping and hunting have been identified in eastern Kansas, nor any positive 

identifications of trading posts used by the Kanza during this period along the Kansas River. 

 

 

IV. Kansas River Reservation, 1825-1847 

 

By start of the nineteenth century, significant social and political changes were developing as the United 

States expanded westward.  These impacted the Kanza indirectly and directly especially in the second and third 

decades of this century with the first formal attempts by the federal government to exert control over the Kanza 

tribe.  One mechanism of attempted control was the federal factory or trade system which regulated trade and 

prices for furs obtained from tribes (Parks 2014:59-60, Way 1919:223-224).  For the Kanza and their neighbors, 

this was through Fort Osage, which was established in 1808 as a trading (and military) post for the Osage, 

Kanza, and other regional tribes.  The chief factor (trader), George C. Sibley encouraged the Kanza to settle 

permanently near the post as another means of overseeing the tribe, but with no success (Smith 2003).  

Centralizing trade impacted the Kanza in various ways, including drawing other tribes closer to Kanza lands, 

thus, accentuating intertribal antagonisms.   

 

The United States government also exerted power over the Kanza and other groups through treaties.  

The first formal treaty with the Kanza was signed in St. Louis on October 28, 1815.  This was an accord of 

peace and friendship that nullified previous hostilities between the two parties during the War of 1812 and 

acknowledged the authority of the United States in providing “protection” for the Kanza (Kappler 1904:123-

124).  This set the foundation for the more impactful treaty to be signed a decade later.  The expanding Euro-

American population in North America spurred this latter agreement. 

 

European and subsequent Euro-American entry into the eastern Plains was initially spurred by the fur 

trade but eventually drew more permanent residents pursuing other ways of living.  This affected the Kanza 

with increasing activity along the Missouri River in what became Missouri territory and by 1821 the State of 

Missouri.  This amplified interaction and exchange between the Kanza and others.  Early in the century some 

Kanza were traveling as far as St. Louis, thus, were clearly aware of the growing Euro-American population to 

the east.  As traffic increased along the Missouri River, Euro-Americans established farms and businesses along 

the valley and inland.  By 1825 Kawsmouth and the surrounding area, which eventually developed into the 

Town of Kansas (Kansas City), developed into a regional hub for commerce.  In 1827 the federal government 

commissioned Fort Leavenworth upriver (Figure 4).  It served as a center of regional, especially federal, 

activities.  The non-native population grew, especially after a series of treaties in 1825 opened Indigenous lands 

to settlement.  Soon thereafter, other “foreigners” also arrived in eastern Kansas on lands once held by the 
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Kanza.  These were immigrant tribes who were displaced and resettled in “Indian territory” west of the 

Missouri.  These were just some of the factors and processes that led to the most formalized and dramatic 

changes that began for the Kanza in 1825. 

 

On June 3, 1825, representatives of the Kanza nation traveled to St. Louis, invited there to sign a new 

treaty with the United States that would forever alter their lives and those of their descendants (Kappler 

1904:222-225).  Primary provisions of this treaty included: 

 

 The Kanza were forced to cede all rights to land in the State of Missouri to the federal government. 

 Likewise, they were to give up all rights to lands west of Missouri except for a 30 mile wide (north-to 

south) reservation that extended west from a point 20 leagues above the mouth of the Kansas River and 

included “their village on that river” (Blue Earth village) (Figure 5). 

 The federal government was to pay an annuity of $3500 per year for 20 years in money, merchandise, 

provisions, or domestic animals. 

 The federal government was to deliver 300 head of cattle, 300 hogs, 500 domestic fowl, three yoke of 

oxen, two carts, and necessary agricultural implements. 

 The federal government was to provide and support a blacksmith and farmer or “such persons to aid and 

instruct them in their agriculture.” 

 Thirty-six sections of land along the Big Blue River were to be sold to fund local schools for the Kanza. 

 In addition to the reservation, one square mile of land was to be set aside immediately east of the 

reservation on the north side of the Kansas River for each of 27 “half breeds” associated with the tribe.i 

 The federal government was to reimburse American citizens for loss of property stolen or destroyed by 

the Kanza (up to $3000). 

 The federal government took the right to try members of the Kanza nation under United States law, but 

without extending protections of United States citizenship. 

 The federal government agreed to pay $500 to the trader and businessman Francis G. Chouteau to settle 

debts owed by the Kanza. 

 The federal government was to provide up to $2000 in merchandise and horses to the Kanza in 

attendance at the treaty signing in St. Louis and $2000 of merchandise selected at St. Louis to be 

delivered to the Kansas River. 

 The United States asserted their right to freely navigate all water courses within the Kanza reservation. 

 The Kanza were not allowed to ever “sell, relinquish, or in any manner dispose of” the reservation 

without permission of the federal government. 

 

In sum, key impacts of this treaty were that the Kanza were to forever give up any claim to most of the lands 

from which they gained their subsistence and upon which their ancestors lived and died.  Instead, they were to 

be constrained (at least by formal agreement) to a narrow strip of (federally defined) land in Kansas in exchange 

for various payments and services determined by the federal government.  These stipulations laid the foundation 

 
                         
i The federal government applied the term “half breed” in reference to offspring of Kanza women and men of European descent.  This 

designation contributed to efforts by the federal government to extinguish Kanza identity.  We use this terminology here to 

demonstrate those actions.  (In the Kanza language, Kaáⁿze Íe, this might be translated to Ishtághe masíⁿha meaning ‘half French’.) 
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for efforts by the United States to acculturate the Kanza to Euro-American lifeways, values, and beliefs, notably 

their attempt to transform the Kanza into sedentary, property-owning farmers. 

 

In order to oversee this agreement, a subagent for the United States was assigned to the Kanza.  Initially 

this was Baronet Vasquez, who was appointed in 1825 and moved from St. Louis to Randolph Bluffs near 

Kawsmouth (Figure 4) (Adams 1904:423).  There he was closely associated with the Chouteau family, which 

long held trade licenses for tribes throughout the region including the Kanza.  Soon thereafter, Gabriel Philibert 

was hired as blacksmith, Clement Lessert as interpreter, and Daniel Morgan Boone, son of Daniel Boone, as 

farmer for the tribe (Garraghan 1920:119-121).  After the boundaries of the new reservation and individual 

“half-breed” allotments were surveyed in 1826-27, the subagency was moved west and built on the north bank 

of the Kansas River immediately east of the easternmost allotment (in actuality on land set aside for immigrants 

of the Delaware tribe) (Figure 4) (Barry 1972:138-139, Boone 1879, Morehouse 1908:21-22).  Due to the 

unexpected death of Vasquez in 1828, Marston G. Clark was appointed the new subagent for the Kanza.  The 

Kansas River subagency consisted of about a half-dozen log buildings occupied by the subagent, farmer, 

blacksmith, interpreter, and their families and possibly some part-time laborers.  A stone-lined well provided 

water for the residents, and a blacksmith shop was nearby (Cutler 1883a, McCoy 1998:37, Ralston 2018).  

 

 Other establishments related to the Kanza were built near the subagency resulting in a loosely defined 

community of Euro-Americans, their mixed blood families, and Kanza we refer to as the Eastern Treaty 

Community (Morehouse 1908:21-22, Ralston 2018).  Believing the Kanza would be drawn to the subagency, 

Frederick Chouteau built a trading post across the river near Horseshoe Lake (a Kansas River oxbow now 

reduced in size and called Lakeview Lake) (Adams 1904:425).  Northwest of the subagency, the federal 

government constructed a two-story stone house for White Plume, an Indigenous individual recognized by the 

United States government as a leader of the Kanza tribe (Figure 4) (Ralston and Ritterbush 2019).  Although 

White Plume appears to have preferred to live in a Kanza or Osage lodge next to the house, the stone house 

served as a marker of his status among Euro-Americans and a place for the two groups to visit.  It also put him 

close to the allotments awarded to the children of Kanza women who married traders and other frontiersmen of 

European descent.  At least seven of these individuals were his grandchildren (Ralston and Ritterbush 2019).  

Other Kanza, likely relatives, friends, or followers of White Plume, settled at least temporarily near White 

Plume creating a local community of Kanza, Euro-Americans, and “mixed bloods” (Garraghan 1920:31). 

 

The Eastern Treaty Community began to fall apart within a few years of its founding.  Chouteau moved 

westward in 1832 to be closer to the more populated villages of the Kanza (Western Treaty Community) (Barry 

1972:165-166).  White Plume abandoned his stone house around that time and moved into Fool Chief’s village, 

where he resided until his death in 1838 (Adams 1904:425; Ralston and Ritterbush 2019).  The subagency 

closed in 1834 after the federal government reorganized the Office of Indian Affairs (Barry 1972:271-272).   As 

part of this reorganization, Richard Cummins oversaw federal affairs with the Kanza, as well as the immigrant 

Shawnee and Delaware (Lenape) tribes in eastern Kansas.  Instead of being located among the Kanza, he lived 

and worked at Fort Leavenworth (Ralston 2018).  Although few of the individuals employed by the 

government, such as a blacksmith and a farmer (agriculturalist), stayed on this frontier for more than a year or 

two; the government filled these positions regularly.  Records show that a blacksmith and often a striker or 

blacksmith assistant served the Kanza while they lived along the Kansas River between 1826 and 1834 as part 

of the Eastern Treaty Community and between 1837 and 1845 as part of the Western Treaty Community.  A 

farmer was employed between 1826 and 1832, but the position may have been vacant between 1833 and 1836.  

Various individuals served as agriculturalist until 1846 (Barry 1972; Ralston 2018).   
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Major changes in Kanza settlement and leadership occurred after the 1825 St. Louis Treaty and another 

signed two months later near Sora Kansas Creek (Dry Turkey Creek) (Haucke 1952:38).  The latter cleared the 

way for the Santa Fe Trail through what had been Kanza lands.  In return for rights of passage and a promise to 

not disrupt traffic along the trail, the Kanza were given $300 in merchandise at the signing and $500 in cash or 

merchandise to be distributed at a later date (Barry 1972:122, Kappler 1904:248-250, Parks 2014:16).  The 

Kanza held conflicting views about these treaties, who had authority to sign on behalf of the tribe, and relations 

with the federal government.  While the Kanza had maintained a single identity and village prior to 1825, 

factions within the tribe were accentuated by the treaty, and influential men with differing views became leaders 

of groups or bands within the tribe.  White Plume was one of these (despite being of Osage ancestry).  He 

cultivated close and most friendly ties with Euro-Americans and the federal government.  Over the years he 

linked himself to traders (e.g., Louis Gonville) including through marriage of his daughters and to federal 

officials and visiting or traveling Euro-Americans.  His followers mostly appear to be relatives who lived at the 

subagency or near his stone house.  The majority of the Kanza, however, had more mixed or antagonistic 

feelings about the federal government and chose to establish new villages according to their allegiances.  As a 

result, the Kanza, who had once shared residence at Blue Earth village, split into separate communities.  

 

The division and creation of distinct bands is first evident in 1828.  It appears from a letter written by 

John Dougherty probably in spring 1828 that the Kanza were split into as many as seven camps or villages 

(Kelly 2013:332).  In September that same year Isaac McCoy noted four Kanza settlements as he traveled along 

the upper Kansas River valley (Figure 4).  One was probably Blue Earth, where some of the Kanza still lived, 

but the others were small settlements upstream from Blue Earth (Barnes 1938:254-256, Ritterbush 2015:21, 

Wilmeth 1960:152-157).  These were precursors of the four communities established over the following two 

years on or near the eastern portion of the new reservation.  In addition to the settlement of a diverse group of 

people near White Plume were Kanza villages associated with Fool Chief, American Chief, and Hard Chief. 

 

One of the two largest post-1825 villages was built on the north side of the Kansas River between it and 

Soldier (Heart) Creek (Figures 4-5) (Adams 1904:425, Barry 1972:166-167, Haucke 1952:39, McCoy 1998:35-

37, 85, Morehouse 1908:24-27, Wedel 1946:14, Waggoner 2018).  Fool Chief, a young man in 1825 who had 

gained distinction among the Kanza while growing up in Blue Earth village, was the recognized leader of this 

band.  He was a hereditary leader and signer of the Treaty of St. Louis (Adams 1904:426, Kappler 1904:222-

225).  In September 1830, Isaac McCoy reported 50 houses in Fool Chief’s village in the eastern portion of the 

Kansas River reservation (Barnes 1936:353, Barry 1972:166-167).  John K. Townsend, who was among a 

caravan of settlers destined for Oregon that passed this place nearly four years later (spring 1834), estimated 

about 30 sturdy houses made of wood, a ridge pole, and bark covering (Thwaites 1905:148).  Father Pierre Jean 

de Smet and Nicolas Point, who visited in 1841, suggested through their writings and Point’s sketches that most 

of the houses were covered with grass (“like stacks of wheat”).  The houses were described as round, supported 

with sturdy central support posts around with a central fireplace, and with couches or beds along the walls 

(Figure 6) (de Smet 1843:64-67, Donnelly 1967, Powell 2018:250-254, Waggoner 2018:267-268).  In 1835 and 

thereafter, McCoy (1998:37, 85) observed that in addition to these shelters was a log house built for the 

“principal Chief” by the federal government (Figure 7).  (The reference to “principal Chief” may refer to the 

leader of this village, Fool Chief, or White Plume, who government officials commonly recognized as the 

primary leader of the Kanza tribe and who was living in Fool Chief’s village at this time.  By 1838, McCoy 

[1998:292] noted that “two principle chiefs occupy log dwellings, erected for them by the Government, some 

years since.”)  With McCoy’s estimate of about three families per house, the population of this village  
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may have been as many as 700-800 people (Adams 1904:425, Barry 1972:166, de Smet 1843:65).  The Kanza 

living here appear to have maintained the closest ties to their earlier home along the Blue River; Chouteau 

remembered that they frequently hunted and trapped along the Blue and Republican Rivers (Adams 1904:426).  

Archaeological mitigation of part of the site that was once Fool Chief’s village (14SH305) was conducted in 

2012 in advance of highway construction (Waggoner 2018).  

 

At least two other Kanza settlements were founded in about 1829/1830 west of Fool Chief’s near 

Mission Creek, also called American Chief Creek, a southern tributary of the Kansas River west of present-day 

Topeka (Barry 1972:167, Morehouse 1908:22, Ritterbush 2019:13, Staub 1995:33).  American Chief’s village 

was on the west side of Mission Creek about two miles from its confluence with the Kansas River (Figures 4-5).  

It was small with about 20 earthlodges and an estimated population of about 100.  Chouteau recalls that it was 

occupied until about 1845, but that American Chief did not live many years after the village was established.  

Barry (1972:564), however, suggests that American Chief may not have died until 1845.  The relationship, if 

any, of this village with another Kanza village to the west is unclear.  Four Methodists ministers noted the latter 

near the mouth of Mill Creek in May 1841. It consisted of about 25 bark-covered lodges with E-ya-no-sa its 

leader (Jameson 1925).  This may have been Mánhazolin Tánman village ('village where they dwelt at a yellow 

cliff'), possibly archaeological site 14WB308 (Figure 4) (Ritterbush 2019:17).  Marshall (2000:71) speculates 

based on Barry (1972:537) that “Old American Chief” may have moved his band from Mission to Mill Creek. 

 

The second primary Kanza settlement near Mission Creek was Hard Chief’s village, which consisted of 

at least 50 earthlodges or about 500-600 Kanza (Barry 1972:167, Morehouse 1908:22).  It was situated on a 

bluff upstream from the mouth of Mission Creek overlooking the Kansas River (Figures 4-5).  This site, 

14SH301, which was tested through archaeological excavations in 1987, is listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places and protected in part as a preserve of the Archaeological Conservancy (Anonymous 2007, 

Marshall 2000, National Park Service 2007, Thies 1988).  The more conservative Hard Chief and his followers 

may not have remained at this location long, moving westward to a site along Vermillion Creek in 1834 (Figure 

4).  No doubt this was what explorer John C. Fremont observed on June 18, 1842.  

 

I rode off some miles to the left, attracted by the appearance of a cluster of huts near the mouth of the 

Vermillion.  It was a large but deserted Kansas village, scattered in an open wood along the margin of 

the stream, on a spot chosen with the customary Indian fondness for beauty and scenery.  The Pawnees 

had attacked it in the early spring.  Some of the houses were burnt, and others blackened with smoke, 

and weeds were already getting possession of the cleared places (Jackson and Spence 1970:175-176). 

 

The Kanza were likely on their annual bison hunt when Fremont visited, but they were present again in May 

1845 when an emigrant wagon train including Joel Palmer camped along Little Vermillion Creek (Thwaites 

1906:42).  It is not clear whether Hard Chief or any of his followers returned to their earlier village above the 

Kansas River.  Based on his memory years later, missionary and government-appointed farmer John T. Peery 

suggested that a Kanza village remained on the bluff overlooking the Kansas River near Mission Creek in 1845-

1846 (Adams 1904:425, 428, Barry 1972:167, Marshall 2000, McCoy 1998:36, 85, 176, 291, Peery 1880, 

Wislizenus 1912:32-35).  (Perhaps this was a refuge after the flood of 1844 [discussed below].) 

 

In addition to the Kanza villages near Mission Creek were several Euro-American services established 

for the tribe.  These included a trading post, blacksmith and farmer residences, and mission, which together with 
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the Kanza villages on the reservation make up what we refer to as the Western Treaty Community (WTC).  The 

primary trader was Frederick Chouteau, who moved his trading post in 1832 from Horseshoe Lake to the east 

side of the mouth of Mission Creek (Figure 4) (Adams 1904:425).  A blacksmith was employed by the federal 

government for the Kanza between about 1836/1837 and 1845/1846 (Barry 1972; Ralston 2018).  He appears to 

have set up shop near Fool Chief’s village, although was moved or a second smithy established at some point 

along what became known as Blacksmith Creek, the lowest tributary of Mission Creek (Figure 4).  It is unclear 

where the government farmer lived.  His duty was to prepare and plant fields for the Kanza and instruct them in 

Euro-American farming techniques.  By 1835, he had cultivated 10 and fenced 20 acres near Fool Chief’s 

village.  In addition to the 10 acres previously cultivated, the agency farmer plowed and fenced three additional 

field by 1837 (McCoy 1998:35, 86, 176-177, 292).  Another farm plot was added along Mission Creek close to 

the Methodist mission and school (Barry 1872:301, 366-367, Cone 1880, Peery 1880). 

 

Promoters of Christian faith visited the Kanza at various times after the treaty of 1825.  Among the 

earliest was Rev. Joseph Anthony Lutz, who arrived at the Kanza subagency in August 1828 with the intent to 

establish a Catholic mission nearby.  However, he was quickly disillusioned and left late the next month (Barry 

1972:150, Garraghan 1920:27-33, Rothensteiner 1920:76-84).  The Baptist missionary Isaac McCoy visited the 

Kanza occasionally between 1828 and 1842, but he associated himself with neighboring eastern immigrant 

tribes serving as an advocate for their resettlement on what was ancestral Kanza lands and as a missionary to the 

immigrant Shawnee and Delaware (Lenape).  McCoy’s interaction with the Kanza was less about religion than 

about establishing homes for other Indigenous groups on lands neighboring the reservation forced upon the 

Kanza in 1825.  He visited certain individuals associated with the tribe (e.g., White Plume) when inspecting the 

region for the immigrant tribes in 1828 and 1829 and as a surveyor of the boundaries of the Kanza and 

Delaware reservations in 1829 and 1830 (Barry 1972:152-153, 164, 176-178, Schultz 1972).  The Kanza also 

met Jesuit missionaries, including Father Pierre Jean de Smet and Nicolas Point, as they passed near Fool 

Chief’s village alongside the wagon trains of explorers and immigrants in the early 1840s (de Smet 1843:64-71, 

Donnelly 1967).  Although visited by Catholics, Baptists, and Jesuits during the early reservation period, the 

Kanza were exposed most frequently and consistently to Methodism during this period. 

 

Rev. William Johnson reached out to the Kanza as early as 1830-1831 and again in 1831-1832 as a 

Methodist missionary and teacher.  His original school, associated primarily with the Eastern Treaty 

Community, had little success.  Nonetheless, he returned with his wife in 1835/1836 to create a more permanent 

mission and school along Mission Creek between American Chief village and Chouteau’s post in the Western 

Treaty Community (Figure 4) (Barry 1972:180, 210, 301-302, McCoy 1998:86).  Here, Johnson and his wife 

lived and worked a farm with a field, garden, and two log cabins that served as living quarters and mission for 

Kanza children.  In his 1838 report on the tribe, McCoy (1998:292) stated that the Johnson’s had convinced a 

“few” of the Kanza to move away from the villages and build log houses on their own parcel of land, perhaps 

near the mission.  At that time three Natives were living with the Johnsons as students.  They maintained their 

mission on the Kansas River reservation until 1842, when William died (Barry 1972:301-302, Cone 1880).  

Chouteau recalls that Mr. Cornetzer maintained the mission for a few years (Adams 1904:428).  Meanwhile, 

Johnson’s wife married John T. Peery in October 1844 at Westport, Missousri (Barry 1972:528, Morehouse 

1908:22, 24).  They returned to Mission Creek in spring 1845 to replace Rev. G. W. Love, who spent a short 

time there.  The Peerys were intent on maintaining a manual labor school while John also served as agency 

farmer.  Meanwhile, Charles Chouteau and Seth Hays managed the trading post downstream from the mission, 

and the agency blacksmith shop was about a mile to the east (on Blacksmith Creek).  The Peerys were  
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transferred to another assignment the next year coinciding with the move of the Kanza to a new reservation near 

Council Grove (Peery 1880).  According to Haucke (1952: 39) a Kanza-Potawatomi couple lived at the mission 

after the Peerys left, but razed the buildings in 1853. 

 

The Kanza faced many difficulties during the first reservation period along the Kansas River.  Increased 

interest by the federal government and more frequent interaction with Euro-American traders, officials, and 

travelers affected social ties within and outside the tribe.  Internal leadership and allegiances changed according 

to different views on and involvement with the United States government.  The 1825 treaties weakened the 

cohesiveness of the Kanza tribe.  Annuity payments and gifts from traders and subagents drew most of the 

Kanza to the eastern portion of the reservation where they had more frequent interaction with federal officials 

and traders, as well as immigrant tribes, travelers on the Oregon and California trails, and missionaries.  

Marriage partners, ideas, and goods, as well as diseases were exchanged (Dixon 2007:488-492).  Although the 

cause is unstated, disease likely played a role in the 180 Kanza deaths reported by missionary Lutz in 1828 for 

the previous year (Barry 1972:146, Rothensteiner 1920:79, 82).  Sickness and death were rampant in 1834, 

1839, 1840 (among the Kanza as well as neighboring Euro-Americans), and 1845 (Anonymous 1845, Barry 

1972:382, 416, 564, Cummins 1839:502, Lee 1916:119, Unrau 1984:6).  Multiple years of high death rates were 

attributed to cholera, smallpox, and other ailments (Dixon 2007:488-492, Unrau 1984).  Illness was worsened at 

times by limited food (Dixon 2007).  Food stocks depended heavily on the success of the annual bison hunt and 

crop production.  Hunting near the villages was also important (Molloy 1993), however, hunting or overhunting 

by the Kanza and the growing number of immigrant tribes, movements of the bison and other game caused by 

natural and cultural factors, and limits on hunting grounds due to antagonistic relations with neighboring tribes 

increasingly affected hunting success (Dixon 2007:482-486).  Natural and cultural dynamics also impacted 

Kanza decisions to plant gardens and the success of their crops (Kelly 2013:329, 332).  As a result, food was in 

short supply at times (Barry 1972:564, Unrau 1971:40-41).  Likewise, poor success with hunting and trapping 

to collect hides and pelts used in trade impacted the livelihood of the Kanza.  Dwindling numbers of furbearing 

animals, increased hunting competition, and price demands of traders made it difficult for the Kanza to obtain 

sufficient hides to exchange for tools necessary for trapping and hunting, as well as other daily needs (e.g., 

clothing, farming implements).  Chouteau often extended credit to the Kanza, but when individuals were unable 

to pay their debt in furs, he claimed compensation from the federal annuity designated for the Kanza (Parks 

2014:13).  This, in turn, reduced federal payments due the Kanza, increasing their precarity.  Alcohol supplied 

by merchants and traders also had detrimental effects on the Kanza during the early (and later) reservation 

era(s).  The consumption of liquor reduced individual health and often strained relations within the tribe, 

including playing a possible ancillary role in the death of two recognized leaders, White Plume in 1838 and 

Fool Chief in 1845 (Barry 1972:357, Parks 2014:99-100).  The Kanza struggled against many odds after the 

treaties of 1825 while on their first reservation.  For many, this was exacerbated by flooding in 1844. 

 

Although the Kansas and other rivers in the central Plains flooded multiple years, the flood of 1844 was 

especially devastating.  Rains that commenced in early spring continued into June and caused many streams and 

rivers to rise to exceptionally high levels as reported by multiple Euro-American immigrants traveling through 

the area (Barry 1972:506-519).  This hindered their movement but was even more devastating for the resident 

Kanza.  Although Kanza villages were typically situated on high terraces above normal flood levels, in June 

1844 waters rose to unusual heights.  The Kanza at Fool Chief’s village, located on a high terrace between the 

Kansas River and Soldier Creek, shared the experience recorded for the immigrant Delaware, Shawnee, and 

Munsee downstream from them.  That summer floodwaters inundated the valley along with the habitations 
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and farms within it (Barry 1972:516-517, Kessler and Potter 2018, Waggoner 2018:14-15).  This left many of 

the Kanza without homes and no hope for garden produce that summer. 

 

With at least one devastated village and associated fields, recent losses of life among the Kanza and their 

horses due to disease, limited agricultural production, the effects of oversettlement of the region by immigrants, 

more frequent travelers and visitors, alcohol, poor hunting success, and other adverse factors, the tribe sought 

new homes away from encroaching Euro-American influence.  This process was underway even before the 

flood of 1844.  In January that year, Hard Chief and Fool Chief sought to sell part of the reservation to the 

federal government to raise funds in support of the tribe (Parks 2014:13).  This, in turn, required that the Kanza 

find land for new homes.  By 1846, the federal government was willing to pursue sale of part of the reservation.  

On January 14, 1846, a new treaty was given to the Kanza at Mission Creek by the federal government that 

removed the eastern portion of the original reservation from the Kanza.  In return, the tribe was promised 

payment of interest on $202,000 for 30 years and a mill on lands they would eventually settle.  Interest would 

also be invested in local education and agricultural training and implements, while part of the original funds 

were set aside to cover treaty expenses and compensate the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church for so-called “improvements” made on the ceded lands (Kappler 1904:552-554).  The intent of the 

agreement was for the Kanza to move to the western portion of the 1825 reservation; however, this was 

problematic.  Federal officials claimed there was insufficient timber available in this area.  Perhaps more of a 

concern for the Kanza was close proximity to their enemies, the increasingly powerful Comanche, Cheyenne, 

and Pawnee (Parks 2014:9-16).   

 

Due to the 1844 flood, lengthy treaty negotiations, and difficulty finding suitable land for the Kanza, 

many in the tribe were largely homeless and with few reliable food sources for several years (Parks 2014:17-

20).  During that time, the displaced Kanza joined others in the remaining villages (e.g., American Chief’s 

village on Mission Creek) or lived in temporary camps near the Fort Leavenworth Agency or on traditional 

hunting grounds.  Some of the latter moved over the divide south of the Kansas River to the upper reaches of 

the Neosho River.  This area was recognized in 1825 as within the traditional lands of the Kanza when the 

federal government negotiated a treaty with the tribe relative to the Santa Fe Trail (Kappler 1904:248-250).  

Several travelers heading to or from Santa Fe noted friendly encounters with the Kanza (e.g., Barry 1972:663, 

Farnham 1843:30-32, Webb 1931:168-169).  It is not surprising, therefore, that a new reservation was 

eventually established in this area near a place that became known as Council Grove (Figure 8) (Parks 2014). 

 

 

V. Upper Neosho Reservation, 1847-1873 

 

By the time the federal government approved the new reservation, traders Seth Hays and Charles 

Chouteau had set up trading postss and store at Council Grove.  Likewise, William H. Mitchell, moved there as 

blacksmith for the federal government and Kanza tribe (Barry 1972:628-629, Parks 2014:22).  Several Kanza 

families were also present, but by 1848 three villages were established southeast of the rapidly growing Euro-

American community.  They settled along the lower reach of tributaries of the Upper Neosho River (Parks 

2014:120).  Pegahoshe was the first leader of band that lived along Big John Creek, followed by his brother 

Ishtalasea (“Speckled Eyes”) and, after his death in 1865, by Watianga.  Fool Chief, the younger, moved his 

band to Rock Creek, while Hard Chief and his band lived along Kahola Creek.  (In the summer when Kahola 

Creek flooded, the Kanza moved to higher ground where it was dry and cooler {[Lewis] 1940}.)  Allegawaho  
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and Nopawia led the Kahola Creek village after Hard Chief was murdered in 1861.  Allegawaho became the 

primary tribal representative in 1866 (Haucke 1952:40, Morehouse 1908:28-31, Parks 2014).  By 1862, the 

federal government had 138 stone houses built for the Kanza along the streams of the diminished reserve, but 

few chose to live in these, preferring their pole frame shelters covered with bark, mats, hides, or cloth ([Lewis] 

1940, Morehouse 1908:30, 33, 34, Parks 2013:122, 127-128, Unrau 1971:196).  In the early 1860s, about 271 

Kanza were living along Big John Creek, 247 at Rock Creek, and 257 at Kahola Creek.  The form of the post-

1847 villages is uncertain (whether tightly clustered and well-defined permanent villages or a more dispersed 

community of homes scattered along a stream valley) (Spencer 1908:373).  Thirty-two Kanza of mixed ancestry 

were not listed with any of these villages but resided elsewhere on the reserve (Parks 2014:121).   

 

The location of Kanza mortuary sites during the reservation periods have not been formally defined, but 

Morehouse (1908:32, cf. Haucke 1952:52) claimed, 

 

Their burying-grounds are scattered along the Neosho valley and on the neighboring slopes.  Cultivation 

has obliterated many graves except where the lands have been used for pasture.  There the scars on the 

earth are still visible, where the piles of stones or flat slabs are mute reminders of the dreadful scourge 

[smallpox] which has so often decimated the tribes of the West.  

 

A traveler who observed the Kahola Creek village in February 1857 found that it had been abandoned a few 

years earlier (probably in 1855) due to smallpox.  (Hard Chief reportedly moved his village downstream near 

the confluence of the Upper Neosho and Cottonwood Rivers [Parks 2014:91-93, Staub 1995:32].)  The observer 

noted that little remained of the deserted village except garbage and graves, which suggests that the dead had 

been buried in or adjacent to the village (Anonymous 1857).  Lewis Henry Morgan gathered information about 

the burial practices of the Kanza through several informants in 1859 and 1860. 

 

The Kaws still bury in a sitting posture facing the west, arms crossed and knees flexed.  A bow and 

arrow on the left side, a little brass or earth kettle between the legs or feet, containing corn or beans or 

dried buffalo meat, and their tobacco pouch and pipe.  The hole in the ground is about one foot deep, the 

body is set up erect, and covered with bark, this is then covered with dirt lightly, after which stones are 

piled up around the body loose so as [to] cover the body fully about one or two feet over their head.  

This is to secure the body against wolves, etc.  In the case of a distinguished man the Kaws saddle a 

horse, lead him up to the grave and shoot him at the grave, and leave him there unburied.  Sometimes 

the saddle is buried in the grave (White 1959:82-83). 

 

This description suggests that graves of this period would have appeared as stone-covered mounds, sometimes 

with horse bones or paraphernalia.  An earlier visitor (1845) saw something similar stating that the Kanza 

buried their “dead on the top of the ground – only laying a few sod or loose stone on the top” (Anonymous 

1845).  Remembrances of early twentieth century Kanza indicate that at least some burials were atop hills and 

sometimes laid out in extended form in deeper pits with their head to the east (Dixon 2007:492-493, Parks 

2014:91, 219-222, Skinner 1915:772-773, Spencer 1908:378).  Given the disruption of daily life and long-held 

cultural practices during the reservation periods, it is possible that burial traditions changed as a means of 

adapting to new lands and increased (sometimes rapid) mortality.  Stone-topped or mound burials served as 

markers of “home” for those buried there, as well as later individuals.  A reported belief during (at least) the late 

nineteenth century was that the spirit of the dead traveled to the tribe or band’s former place of residence (Park 

2014:152).  Burial markers, thus, could guide spirits of the dead and existing Kanza to ancestral homes.   
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After several years away from the tribe, the Methodist Episcopal Church built a mission and school for 

the Kanza in Council Grove in 1850 with financial support of the federal government.  Thomas Huffaker was 

assigned to this station, moving from Shawnee Mission in eastern Kansas.  Orphan and other Kanza boys were 

sent to the school for basic education in English (reading, writing) and mathematics, while they provided labor 

for the farm.  The mission was poorly staffed, provided minimal training, was expensive to manage, and had 

limited impact on the students, forcing its closure in 1854 after only three years of operation (Barry 1972:962-

963, Morehouse 1908:31-32).  The primary stone structure of this mission still stands, is owned and maintained 

as a State Historic Site, and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1971 (14MO368) (Haucke 

1952:41-42, Pankratz No date, Waggoner 2021). 

 

Despite closure of the Methodist Mission, some formal education was offered to the Kanza along with 

agency services.  According to an affidavit by W. E. Hardy, a former trader married to a woman of Kanza and 

Euro-American ancestry who lived on the reservation, he taught at a government school (perhaps for the 

children of mixed descent) between 1858 and 1860, although this is unconfirmed (Unrau 1989:130-131).  A 

contract to build a manual labor school for the Kanza was issued in the early 1860s.  The Quakers (or Friends) 

filled the need for teachers and missionaries.  Mahlon Stubbs who arrived from Indiana in 1863 opened a 

mission and school located in two buildings southeast of the agency.  The first year 32 boys and 3 girls enrolled 

(Parks 2014:129, 205, 224, Unrau 1971:196-197, 214).  Other Quakers also moved to the area.  Thomas 

Stanley, who had previously served the Shawnee, moved to the Americus area south of the Kanza settlements.  

Although not living among them, Stanley made friends with the Kanza and assisted when needed.  In 1866 he 

relocated to the reservation to teach at the mission; however, the school closed later that year due to disinterest 

by the tribe.  Stubbs fought to reopen it and was able to do so by the end of 1869 with Nathan Pinson serving as 

director.  Roughly four dozen students, including increasing numbers of girls attended between 1869 and 1873 

as some Kanza realized the potential for educating their youth in practical skills and ways of living in the 

United States (Anonymous 1871, Jackson 1944:52 ft.18, Morehouse 1908:34, Parks 2014:224-226, Stubbs 

2012, Unrau 1989:70-71).   

 

Several agents served those living along Little John Creek above its confluence with Big John Creek.  

The first agency building in 1858 served as a home and office, but expanded over the years, especially after 

1861 following implementation of the Treaty of 1859.  Included in the agency complex was a council house for 

meetings between the Kanza and government officials and various outbuildings that served the agent, as well as 

the agency farm nearby (Haucke 1952:43, Morehouse 1908:34, Parks 2014:128).  Among the federal employees 

who lived here was Stubbs and his family, the Quaker missionary who earlier had also served as superintendent 

to the government school for the Kanza.  He was appointed agent in 1869, continued to work with the Kanza 

through 1873 and briefly after their removal to Oklahoma four years later (Haucke 1952:46-47, Parks 2014, 

Unrau 1971, 1989).  Remnants of a foundation and standing stone walls of one of the agency buildings are the 

only structural remains visible at the site (14MO330).  (This structure was likely designed as housing for the 

interpreter and his family, but may have never been used as such [Parks 2019].)  These and surrounding 

archaeological remains, three small stone houses erected for the Kanza, adjacent lands along Little John Creek, 

and a twentieth century monument to an unknown individual are listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places as part of the ‘Little John Creek Reserve’ (Durkee 2001).  The Kaw Nation of Oklahoma owns and 

manages this property as Allegawaho Memorial Heritage Park.  

 

Despite efforts by the Kanza to negotiate the Euro-American system in which they were enmeshed, 

hardships continued on the Upper Neosho reservation (Parks 2014).  Instead of moving away from Euro- 



NPS Form 10-900-b          OMB Control No. 1024-0018  

   

United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 

 

Kanza People (Kaáⁿze níkashiⁿga) of Kansas         Kansas 
Name of Multiple Property Listing                                  State  

   

Section   E     Page   20   

 

Americans and immigrant tribes, their new settlements were adjacent to a growing Euro-American community 

(Figure 8).  Council Grove transformed rapidly from a trading post and stopover point along the Santa Fe Trail 

to a bustling commercial center occupied by traders and merchants, soldiers, federal employees, and 

missionaries, the latter two associated with the Kanza.  Settlers were drawn to the area often squatting on 

whatever land they perceived as unoccupied, including lands of the Kanza.  Tribal members continued to face 

difficulties in hunting and raising crops, the effects of alcohol, and disease.  Cholera and an ensuing smallpox 

epidemic in 1855 were especially virulent, killing more than 400 or about 30% of the Kanza in one season 

(Morehouse 1908:32, Unrau 1984:7).  Diseases and other factors greatly reduced the Kanza population.  While 

living on the Upper Neosho reservation, the tribe’s population declined from 1600 in 1847 to 533 full-bloods 

and a few dozen mixed-bloods in 1873 (Parks 2014, Unrau 1984:7-8, 1989).  The rapidly declining population 

brought about dramatic loss of cultural knowledge and identity that could not be completely regained.  

 

By the late 1850s the Kanza again were in debt to wily traders, increasingly vulnerable to Native 

enemies, struggling to find sufficient food, drawn to alcohol, progressively dependent on the federal 

government and annuity payments, and taken advantage of by Euro-American travelers, towns folk, squatters, 

and others.  The Kanza, therefore, took measures to strengthen the tribe.  This included signing the Treaty of 

1859.  Although this reduced the Upper Neosho reservation, Kanza leaders hoped this agreement would help 

overcome some of their troubles by obtaining promises from the federal government to abolish unwelcome non-

native settlement on Kanza lands; provide aid in the form of housing, agricultural assistance, and other services; 

and pay Kanza debts based on sale of surplus land (Kappler 1904:800-803, Parks 2014:9-82).  In return, the 

overall size of the reserve was “diminished” with each tribal member assigned a 40-acre parcel in the 

southwestern portion of the original Upper Neosho reservation (Figure 8) (Haucke 1952:40, Parks 2014:120).  

Through allotment, individual ownership was encouraged (in contrast to the communal value of land in Kanza 

culture).  The imposition of land title was part of the efforts of the federal government to acculturate the Kanza 

to Euro-American values and ways of living, while the Kanza used this contract as an attempt to surmount 

problems plaguing the tribe (Parks 2014, Unrau 1971).   

 

The Treaty of 1859, allotment, the school and mission, the agency farm, and other agreements, policies, 

and services did little to stop the decline in population and incursions on the Kanza and their lands by squatters 

and others uninterested in the survival of the tribe.  In 1869, yet another treaty was proposed that would 

decrease their diminished reserve further through sale of lands to the Union Pacific Railway, Southern Branch 

(UPRSB).  Although not ratified, construction of the railroad across the reserve commenced after Kanza leaders 

signed a contract with the UPRSB that provided right-of-way for the railroad and access to timber in return for 

financial compensation, which ultimately totaled just over $20,000.  Cutting local timber for ties strained the 

limited wood resources of the tribe (Haucke 1952, Parks 2014:201-207, Unrau 1971:203-205).  Euro-American 

squatters, who had expected the Kanza to be removed from the Upper Neosho valley, continued to create 

problems through their occupation of reservation lands.  Meanwhile, federal lawmakers in Washington, D.C., 

besieged by political in-fighting, failed to develop effective policies to deal with the myriad of problems 

afflicting the Kanza.  With serial postponements of the sale of the tribe’s unallotted reservation lands as 

stipulated in the Treaty of 1859, the financial well-being of the tribe deteriorated further.  Kanza leaders saw no 

choice but to agree to removal to Indian Territory.  On May 8, 1872, an act of Congress made provision for the 

sale of Kanza lands and the purchase of a reservation from the Osage in what is now referred to as Oklahoma 

(USDI BIA 1872:32).  In June 1873 the tribe (533 full-blood members) packed up their belongings and bade 

farewell to their homelands of Kansas.  They continued to face privations and depopulation through the next  
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chapter of their tribal history as it commenced in what is now northern Oklahoma (Haucke 1952:50-60, 

Morehouse 1908:44, Parks 2014:230-246).   

 

 

VI. Oklahoma Reservation, post-1873 

 

The Kanza removed to their new reservation in northern Oklahoma in 1873 with many of the same 

forces that adversely impacted their ancestors on earlier reservations continuing to plague the tribe.  The 

population continued to decline.  In 1923, only 77 full-blood individuals were recorded among the 420 Kanza 

then living on the Oklahoma reservation (Chapman 1947:350).  Charles Curtis, descendent of White Plume, 

United States Representative and Senator for Kansas, and Vice President of the United States between 1929 

and1933, facilitated dissolution of the reservation at the start of the twentieth century.  This was accomplished 

through allotment of tribal lands once again and weakening of tribal government (Chapman 1947, Finney 

1957).  For much of the first half of the twentieth century, the tribe lack strong or formally recognized 

leadership, an exception being between 1922 and 1928 when Lucy Tayiah Eads served as chief and persistent 

advocate for the tribe (Finney 1957:422-423, Kansas Historical Society 2018).  It was not until 1959 that the 

federal government again recognized the tribe as it reorganized.  Soon thereafter, new federal intervention came 

through inundation of reservation lands by Kaw Reservoir, constructed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

between 1966 and 1976.  Alongside these many factors impacting Kanza society and culture, Kaáⁿze Íe the 

Kanza language) was replaced with English.  The last native speakers perished in the early 1980s.  Population 

increased, however, in the latter part of the twentieth century, in part due to extensive intermarriage with other 

natives and non-natives.  A new tribal constitution and court were established in 1990 and 1992, respectively, 

providing internal leadership.  Tribal headquarters of the federally designated Kaw Nation presently are located 

in Kaw City in northern Oklahoma.  More than 3500 Kanza are enrolled with the tribe and live nearby and 

throughout the United States (http://kawnation.com/).  

 

This Multiple Properties Documentation Form is specific to the Kanza while associated most directly 

with (living in) the state of Kansas.  Thus, few properties in Kansas are considered under this historic context.  

As a tribe, the Kanza lost their lands in Kansas in 1872 and moved to Oklahoma in 1873.  Some individuals, 

especially descendants of Kanza women married to Europeans or Euro-Americans while living in Kansas 

(including those assigned allotments along the Kansas River as part of the St. Louis Treaty of 1825), continued 

to live in the state.  Others have returned over the nearly 150 years since the tribe moved to Oklahoma.  One 

who remained much of his life in Kansas was Charles Curtis.  Born in Topeka in 1860, he was raised while 

young by his maternal grandparents on the Upper Neosho Reservation, then lived in Topeka.  He became a 

lawyer and later represented the State of Kansas in the United States House of Representatives and Senate.  He 

also served as Vice President with Herbert Hoover between 1929 and 1933 (Seitz 1928, Unrau 1989).  His 

house in Topeka is listed on the National Register (Pankratz 1972).  At the beginning of the twenty-first 

century, the Kaw Nation purchased 168 acres of land along Little John Creek in Morris County, Kansas, and 

established Allegawaho Memorial Heritage Park.  Through this purchase, the Kaw Nation reclaimed some of 

the property on which their ancestors lived as part of the Upper Neosho Reservation.  This is listed on the 

National Register as the Little John Creek Reserve (Durkee 2001). 

  

http://kawnation.com/
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Associated Property Types 

 

Following are descriptions of Kanza site types, their significance, and registration requirements for nomination 

to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Also given are examples of known or potential examples 

of each site type.  (These lists are incomplete; most examples are postulated based on historical research.  The 

location of many have not been confirmed through archaeological, geophysical, or detailed historical research.  

If already listed on the NRHP, this is noted.) 

 

A. Village 

 

The primary settlements of the Kanza tribe or a band thereof is referred as a village.  These consisted of 

a cluster of lodges, homes, or shelters typically adjacent to or near gardens or fields.  They were occupied 

commonly (but not exclusively) over a period of years during the spring planting and late summer-early fall 

harvest seasons.  They also may have been occupied at other times of the year (e.g., parts of the winter or 

summer when the Kanza were not hunting, trapping, trading, or visiting).  Most of the known Kanza 

villages were located along major river or stream valleys, including the Missouri and Kansas Rivers and the 

lower reaches of tributary streams (e.g., Wolf River, Mission Creek) in northeastern Kansas and tributaries 

of the Upper Neosho River in present-day Morris County.  They were often located on terraces in the valley 

or on hill or bluff tops overlooking valleys where potable water, arable land, trees, and other riparian 

resources were available.  Prairie resources were also close by. 

 

Prior to the St. Louis Treaty of 1825 (historic contexts I, II, III), the tribe lived in a single village 

although the location of this settlement varied some years.  By 1828, the tribe had fissioned and thereafter 

(historic contexts IV & V) recognized three to four communities under separate leadership within the 

present bounds of the state of Kansas.  Although each village was associated with a band of the tribe, the 

Kanza continued to maintain strong ties between communities.  When it became more difficult to hunt bison 

on the western Plains during the final Kansas reservation period (historic context V), the villages probably 

were occupied more continuously through the year.  During this period, especially after allotments were 

assigned, settlements were less compact with band members scattered more widely.   

 

As the primary or more recognizable locations of Kanza occupation, villages are significant to past and 

modern Kanza, as well as archaeologists and others researching the history and culture of the Kanza.  As 

reported in the late-nineteenth century, spirits of the dead traveled to “spirit villages,” which were located in 

the settlements of their ancestors (Parks 2014:152).  Thus, Kanza villages are spiritually imbued places well 

after they have been abandoned.  These sites reflect the greatest variety of activities undertaken by the 

Kanza tribe or one of its bands.  For this reason and because they were occupied the most intensely, village 

sites are expected to be the most archaeologically rich.  Although standing structures rarely remain at these 

sites, they can be archaeologically visible, especially if they included substantial houses, such as earthlodges 

or log or stone houses, and have not been damaged or disguised by later construction, cultivation, flooding, 

or other natural and cultural processes.  Village sites hold great potential for gaining a deeper understanding 

of Kanza life and culture.  A range of research questions (too numerous to itemize here) can be addressed 

through archaeological (and, in some cases, historical) research.  Thus, sites with intact archaeological 

remains are significant under Criterion D.  The significance of these sites is amplified by the limited 

numbers of villages; only one primary village being occupied for years or decades during the period prior to 

1825 (historic contexts I, II, III) and only three or four during the shorter reservation periods (historic  
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contexts IV & V).  Even when more than one village was occupied, they varied in leadership, size, 

composition, and house form so do not duplicate one another.  Comparative analysis of two or more villages 

during the reservation periods in Kansas (historic contexts IV & V) is essential for understanding social and 

other variability between bands.  Thus, each village site is significant if sufficient archaeological integrity 

exists to provide information about the activities or organization of the Kanza during any one of the periods 

of Kanza occupation of Kansas (historic contexts I, II, III, IV, V).   

 

To be eligible for registration on the NRHP, archaeological or historic evidence must fit the description 

for a ‘village,’ be shown to be occupied by the Kanza during one of the periods outlined in the historic 

contexts, and demonstrate site integrity.  Carefully planned professional archaeological investigations 

(survey, geophysical prospecting, excavation, geomorphic study, and analysis) following a clear research 

design informed by detailed historical research (for historic contexts II, III, IV, V) and prior archaeological 

studies (e.g., Waggoner 2018, Wedel 1959:98-130, 131-171, 187-197) are required to evaluate site integrity 

and research potential (Criterion D).  The goal of these investigations will be not only to address a wide 

range of research questions about the lifeways or culture of the Kanza, but also to assess site integrity.  

Intact features (e.g., hearths, postmolds, pits) and in situ material remains signal archaeological integrity.  

Historical documentation of Kanza activities as an identified village site also may support National Register 

registration (e.g., see Ritterbush 2015 for an example for Blue Earth village). 

 

Following is a list of those villages for which their general or specific location is known or suspected 

from archaeological remains or primary historical documents.  Other villages (especially those used only 

one or a few years) may have existed.  Those not already nominated for the NRHP require evaluation 

through more intensive historical and archaeological research. 

 

1. Fanning site (14DP1) [Doniphan County] 

a. Listed on the NRHP  

2. Doniphan site (14DP390) [Doniphan County] 

[Outlying features likely associated with the village are recorded as 14DP2 and are listed on the 

NRHP, but intact evidence of the village proper has not been identified clearly within the historic 

Euro-American townsite of Doniphan (14DP390).] 

3. Salt Creek/Cavagnial village [Leavenworth County] 

4. Old Heart village [Shawnee County] 

5. Blue Earth village (14PO24) [Pottawatomie County] 

6. Village of 1811 [Geary County] 

7. Kansas River villages of 1827-1828 [Geary & Pottawatomie Counties] 

i. No name (Barnes 1938, Wilmeth 1960) 

ii. No name (Barnes 1938, Wilmeth 1960) 

iii. No name (Barnes 1938, Wilmeth 1960) 

iv. Possibly Blue Earth Village (Barnes 1938, Wilmeth 1960) 

8. Hard Chief’s Kansas River village (14SH301) [Shawnee County] 

a. On the NRHP 

9. Hard Chief’s Vermillion River village [Pottawatomie County] 

10. American Chief’s Mission Creek village [Shawnee County] 

11. E-ya-no-sa’s village of 1841 (Jameson 1925) (14WB308) [Wabaunsee County] 

12. Fool Chief’s Soldier Creek village (14SH305) [Shawnee County] 
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13. White Plume’s stone house and community (14JF391) [Jefferson County] 

[Historical documentation exists for the house built by the federal government for Kanza leader 

White Plume.  Brief historical reference is also given to sixteen families, including that of White 

Plume, living within two miles of the Kanza subagency (Garraghan 1920:31).  It is unclear whether 

these families lived in a village or on individual farmsteads or camps.]  

14. Little John Creek Reserve (14MO331, 14MO332, 14MO362) [Morris County] 

a. On the NRHP (Durkee 2001); Owned by the Kaw Nation 

[The form of settlement defined by this reserve is unclear.  There may have been a Kanza village 

here, but the sites listed are individual structures.  More research is needed to identify the settlement 

pattern reflected by these cultural remains. (See Farmsteads below)] 

15. Big John Creek village (14MO364, 14MO7) [Morris County] 

16. Rock Creek village [Morris County] 

17. Kahola Creek village (14MO366, 14MO412) [Morris County] 

18. 102 Steel Point site (14MO414) [Morris County] 

 

 

B. Farmstead  

 

The term ‘farmstead’ is used here to refer to a relatively permanent home or residence of an individual 

household that cannot be categorized as a village or shared residence of the tribe or band.  These would 

consist primarily of one or a couple domestic structures, presumably a garden, and possibly associated 

outbuildings or features (e.g., well).  Preliminary historic research suggests these would be expected during 

the first reservation period (historic context IV), especially for families of mixed ancestry, and during the 

latter part of the Upper Neosho reservation period (historic context V) when individual stone houses were 

built for the Kanza by the federal government.  Individual farmsteads may also have been present at other 

times but are believed to coincide with the reservation periods (historic contexts IV, V, & VI).   

 

The significance of this site type is that it reflects the choice of an individual household to live apart 

from the remainder of the tribe or their band suggesting a choice for independent living.  This reflects 

change in Kanza settlement patterns and, for the most part, influence of Euro-American practices and 

values, often as promoted by actions of the federal government.  Early examples (historic context IV) may 

include farmsteads or homes on allotments set aside for offspring of Kanza and Euro-American unions east 

of the first Kanza reservation along the Kansas River.  Little is known about the culture and connections of 

these families relative to the primary Kanza populations, thus, these hold great potential for new information 

about the development of diverse cultures in the region we refer to today as Kansas.  Later examples 

(historic context V) include the stone houses (and surrounding property) that were built and assigned to 

individual Kanza on the Upper Neosho reservation, especially on the diminished reserve.  Study of the use 

of these structures and surrounding property will expand knowledge of the adjustment of Kanza families 

during the difficult Upper Neosho reservation era to acculturation efforts of the federal government.  

Farmstead sites are significant under Criterion D but may also be eligible under Criterion B if associated 

with a noteworthy individual (e.g., Kanza leader or ‘chief’) or Criterion C if a standing structure remains at 

the site.  The latter may apply if the property or structure reflects a distinctive form of construction, such as 

frontier vernacular architecture utilizing local construction materials (e.g., limestone, local timber) or was 

conceived, designed, or built in a particular form specific to use by the Kanza (e.g., federally designed and 

built stone houses for the Kanza on the Upper Neosho reservation). 
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In order to be registered as a Kanza farmstead evidence must exist that the site served domestic purposes 

of one or a small number of households (nuclear or extended family or cohabitating households).  

Nominators must provide plausible evidence that the head of household or primary family members were 

Kanza, Kanza mixed-blood, or identified themselves as Kanza.  If standing structures remain, these must 

occupy the original location on which they were built.  Moved or reconstructed farmstead structures would 

not be deemed eligible except in unusual circumstances such as being the only known example of that kind 

of structure or according to Criteria Considerations B and E (National Park Service 1997).  Farmstead sites 

may be relatively small and, if occupied for only one or couple years, may not include many physical 

remains.  Nonetheless, if historical and archaeological evidence (e.g., intact features and other materials 

remains) is sufficient to identify a site as a Kanza farmstead, it should be considered eligible for NRHP 

listing because of the expected rarity of these sites and their significance in understanding individual Kanza 

and mixed households and documenting change in settlement patterns, social organization, and external 

influences. 

 

Following is a list of possible Kanza farmsteads referenced in historical documents or known through 

archaeological evidence.  Others certainly existed.  These examples are poorly studied, thus, require 

research specifically to define whether referenced structures (e.g., White Plume’s house, Kick-a-poo’s hut) 

were individual farmsteads or part of a village.  This is essential to not only defining site type, but, 

importantly, to measure culture change and the effects of Euro-American influences on the Kanza during 

different periods of occupation of what is now the state of Kansas. 

 

1. White Plume’s stone house [Jefferson County] 

[Historical documentation exists for the house built by the federal government for White Plume.  

Brief historical reference is also given to sixteen families, including that of White Plume, living 

within two miles of the Kansas River Kanza subagency (Garraghan 1920:31).  It is unclear whether 

these families lived together in a village or were living on individual farmsteads or camps, for 

example, when Father Lutz visited in August 1828.]  

2. Half-blood allotments following the 1825 St. Louis Treaty [Jefferson County] 

3. Mission Creek farmsteads [Shawnee County] 

[Isaac McCoy (1998:292) reported that Methodist missionary William Johnson had convinced a 

“few” of the Kanza to move away from the villages and build log houses on their own parcel of land. 

14SH367 should be investigated as a possible Kanza farmstead.] 

4. Upper Neosho reservation stone houses 

[14MO343 and possible stone house locations established by the federal government should be 

investigated as possible Kanza farmsteads.] 

5. Little John Creek Reserve (14MO331, 14MO332, 14MO362) [Morris County] 

a. On the NRHP (Durkee 2001); Owned by the Kaw Nation 

[The form of settlement defined by this reserve is unclear.  There may have been a Kanza village 

here, but the sites listed are individual stone structures built in early 1862 for the Kanza.  

Specifically, these have been attributed to Ke-La-Lah-Heo, Kick-a-Poo, and Wah-Sko-Mi-A and 

may reflect individual farmsteads.  More research is needed to identify the settlement pattern 

reflected by these cultural remains.] 
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C. Campsite 

 

Campsites are places associated with short-term or temporary shelter (e.g., a hunting camp).  At any one 

time the Kanza had one to four villages that were considered their primary residence(s) near their gardens, 

however, they spent much of the year away from those to hunt, trap, trade, raid, visit, and participate in 

other activities.  During their travels, they established communal or individual camps with temporary 

shelters.  The latter were made of poles covered with hides, mats, or bark (Brooks 1965:174, Parks 2014: 

210).  These were used during all periods of Kanza occupation of Kansas (historic contexts I, II, III, IV, V). 

 

Campsites are significant historical resources because they reflect actions of the Kanza during much of 

the year when they were away from their villages.  Little historical documentation is available about these 

camps emphasizing the need to conduct archaeological study.  If identified, these provide specific 

information about where and what different activities occurred away from the villages.  Through study, we 

also may be able to confirm or better understand group size and composition while away from their primary 

settlements.  For example, relatively large camps in central to western Kansas may provide information 

about activities associated with communal bison hunting as briefly noted in various historical documents.  

An example of the latter is a bison hunting camp of about 300 Kanza Captain Samuel D. Sturgis and his 

Cavalry unit encountered in July 1860 several miles from the mouth of Cow Creek (Staub 1995:36-38).  

Camps in northeastern Kansas might reflect shelters used by individuals or individual families while hunting 

and trapping.  The analysis and comparison of multiple campsites with each other and other site types (e.g., 

villages) is essential to understanding broad cultural landscapes and the geographic range and variety of 

activities pursued by the Kanza.  These studies will help address questions raised through preliminary 

historical research.  For example, as reported above, a party of men associated with the Long expedition in 

1820 found remnants of a camp (potentially Kanza) where corn (maize), pumpkins, and watermelon were 

growing (Benson 1988:355).  This raises the question of whether the Kanza planted gardens at locations 

away from their villages.  Appropriately designed archaeological investigations are necessary to address this 

and other research questions. 

 

Locating Kanza campsites is difficult.  This is due to a range of factors including very limited historical 

documentation of specifically where the Kanza camped, for instance, while on their communal bison hunts, 

traveling, or trapping.  Few documents trace the pathways and campsites of the Kanza during their various 

travels or report exactly where they camped.  When they do, precise locations rarely are recorded.  Some 

examples include Renaudiére’s journal of the Bourgmont expedition with the Kanza from their village on 

the Missouri River to the Plains in 1724, James R. Mead’s note that the Kanza hunted (and, presumably, 

camped) near the Saline and bend of the Smoky Hill Rivers in late 1859, 1860, and 1861, various references 

in the 1850s to the Kanza camping on Lyon Creek south of Fort Riley, and notation on a 1860 GLO map of 

a “Kaw Indian Camp” along the Little Arkansas River in Harvey County (14HV301) (Giraud 1958, Jones 

1986:104, Norall 1988, Reichart 1970, Staub 1995, Stucky 2019).  Passing references to occupied or 

abandoned Kanza camps are given in some Euro-American journals and other historical documents (e.g., 

Barry 1972:110, Coues 1965:402, Parks 2014:168-170).  These need to be analyzed closely for locational 

information, followed by archaeological survey and possible testing.  Even if campsites can be documented 

through historical records, few remains may be present to confirm or inform archaeologists about the 

activities that were conducted there.  This especially is expected for short-term campsites occupied by only 

a few people as they are unlikely to have modified the landscape in any substantial way and to have left 
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much behind.  Likewise, past campsites close to streams or in other situations that have experienced 

flooding or other natural processes over the past centuries will be difficult to find due to erosion or 

deposition and burial.  In some cases, later occupations at the same location may have destroyed or obscured 

evidence of earlier Kanza camps (such as the abandoned camp encountered by the Long Expedition in 1820 

near the mouth of the Little Arkansas River, which is now the site of the modern city of Wichita).  

Nonetheless, some campsites may be discernable based on their archaeological remains.  An example of this 

might be a bison hunting camp occupied repeatedly or for some length of time by the entire tribe.  Possible 

structural remains, such as tipi rings, hearths, and artifacts provide archaeological clues to site activities and 

potentially the period during which the Kanza camped at a site.  A difficulty, however, will be identifying 

cultural affiliation.  Temporal information combined with documentary clues and possibly certain artifact 

analyses may aid identification of tribal identity.   

 

In order to be registered as a Kanza campsite, evidentiary clues must be presented of probable Kanza 

affiliation and intact archaeological features or other remains to add to our limited understanding of Kanza 

short-term activities away from their villages.  Such properties may be nominated under Criteria A or D.  

Criterion A applies if the site was associated with a noteworthy event (e.g., treaty signing) or representative 

of a pattern of events or activities significant in history, such as western bison hunting camps that reflect the 

repeated and essential subsistence practices of the Kanza over at least two centuries of occupation of the 

central Plains.  Criterion D applies because campsites may yield significant information about Kanza 

activities at different times of the year.  (Note that campsites for which cultural affiliation cannot be 

suggested can also be significant but would not be considered under this Multiple Properties document.) 

 

 

D. Special Activity Site 

 

Special activity sites are locations where one or a limited range of specific activities was conducted by, 

for, or with the Kanza typically away from domestic or other sites defined herein.  These should be expected 

during all periods of Kanza use of the area now called Kansas (historic contexts I-VI).  They can be highly 

variable in terms of function and associations.  Examples of special activity sites include kill or trapping 

sites, landscapes or natural features where certain resources were collected, social or more formal meeting 

places, or locations of significant councils or treaties (e.g., Sora Kansas Creek Treaty site of 1825).   

 

These sites are significant because they provide specific details about undertakings essential to the 

Kanza but conducted away from other properties, such as villages, campsites, trading posts, agencies, 

missions or schools, and often served very specific functions.  As such, these round out the range of 

activities and events that characterize Kanza culture and history.  Some mark a significant event or series of 

events or cultural tradition of the Kanza (Criterion A).  In other cases, significance is assessed through 

Criterion D, holding the potential to add valuable information about Kanza culture and history. 

 

Registration requirements include historical or archaeological data that allow interpretation of the 

specific location, the activity conducted there, and association with the Kanza.  Nominators must also 

demonstrate that the property maintains integrity, typically as standing structures at their original location, 

intact archaeological features and associated artifacts and other remains, or a setting reflective of the people 

and activities associated therewith. 
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One example of a significant special activity site is the Sora Kansas Creek treaty site.  Representatives 

of the Kanza and federal government negotiated and signed a treaty here on August 15-16, 1825.  The 

United States government’s intent was to gain assurance from “intervening tribes” that those surveying and 

traveling on the Santa Fe Trail were assured safe passage (Barry 1972:122, Kappler 1904:248-250, Parks 

2014:16).  This was a noteworthy event for the Kanza and the federal government as it acknowledged use of 

the area through which the trail passed by the Kanza (although a reservation away from this land had 

recently been defined for the tribe), yet controlled their relations with others through a legal agreement.  The 

general location of this meeting between representatives of the Kanza and the United States government has 

been identified as south of present-day McPherson along Dry Turkey Creek, likely along or near the Santa 

Fe Trail in McPherson County.  The Daughters of the American Revolution and the Kansas Historical 

Society and Kansas Highway Commission recognize the general location with markers.  Clear physical 

remains of the treaty signing are not expected; nonetheless, the property should be considered eligible for 

listing on the National Register according to Criterion A.  The site of Sora Kansas Creek treaty signing 

reflects a significant event in Kanza, regional, and national history and illustrates an important theme of 

treaty negotiations and Kanza-United States relations at the start of the early reservation period (historic 

context IV).  

 

Other special activity sites may reflect more routine, but potentially significant events or cultural 

traditions (Criterion A).  Intact sites may hold evidence otherwise unavailable for interpreting traditional 

practices such as specific location and details of how, when, by whom, and results of those activities that 

typified the life of the Kanza (Criterion D).  Examples of this include those locations at which the Kanza 

extracted salt for trade or daily use, collected stone for tools or building, or harvested wild foods, such as 

prairie turnips or prairie potatoes.  The tubers of these plants were an essential food for the Kanza.  In early 

June 1843 John C. Fremont observed "on the heights above [a ford of Otter or Shunganunga Creek] were 

five or six Kansas women, engaged in digging prairie potatoes" (Jackson and Spence 1970:430).  Although 

Kanza women would have collected these tubers throughout much of the region, specific information like 

this may lead to the recognition of properties that exemplify an essential subsistence or other activity of the 

Kanza.  Another example is Horseshoe Lake northwest of Lawrence where Kanza women harvested the 

fruits of American lotus as described in Sara Robinson’s diary (Parks 2019).  Non-subsistence activities also 

were pursued repeatedly at certain locations, such as horse racing on the Upper Neosho reservation (historic 

context V) in Four Mile Creek valley south of Council Grove (Nicholson 1934:295; Parks 2019).  Specific 

resource extraction and other special activity sites should be identified and evaluated, especially as they 

reflect the use of past landscapes by the Kanza.   

 

 

E. Mortuary site 

 

Mortuary sites are properties where deceased Kanza were prepared for burial or were interred or 

otherwise treated with funerary rites.  It appears that the form of Kanza burials varied.  They may have been 

individual extended or flexed burials interred atop hills or in or adjacent to villages.  In some cases, the 

burials were covered with earth and stones to form low mounds.  It is possible that the Kanza sometimes 

interred the dead in existing earlier (prehistoric, non-Kanza) mounds (thus, intrusive or later features).  A 

post-occupation map of the early nineteenth century Blue Earth site and surrounding area, along with 

recollections of later individuals suggest that the Kanza may have created communal cemeteries or burial 

grounds away from the primary settlement. 
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Mortuary sites are significant as they mark the respect shown to individuals upon their death and, for at 

least the late-nineteenth century Kanza, that place from which the spirit of the dead was sent forward to 

‘spirit villages’ (Parks 2014:152).  These are special places recognizing not just individuals or family 

affiliation, but collective or ethnic identity.  Beyond possible stones placed atop some interments, these are 

unmarked burials, which are protected by the Unmarked Burial Sites Preservation Act (State of Kansas 

1989).  For reasons listed in the National Register of Historic Places Guidelines for Evaluating and 

Registering Cemeteries and Burial Places bulletin (National Park Service 1997), burial sites are not 

automatically considered eligible for the Register.  However, they hold great cultural value that may be 

considered significant based under any of the four standard criteria for evaluation and Criteria Consideration 

D (National Park Service 1997:34-36, Potter and Bolland 1992).  For example, communal or individual 

Kanza mortuary sites may be NRHP eligible under Criterion B based on their association with specific 

individuals (e.g., named Kanza ‘chiefs’ or leaders) or with the Kanza as a group due to their exceptional 

importance to the Kaw Nation and the State of Kansas (for whom the Kansas River and state were named).  

This can be further supported by Criterion D if sufficient integrity remains that these sites have or have the 

potential to yield important information about the Kanza, their cultural practices, impacts of disease and 

warfare, culture change, and more.  Additionally, cemeteries that derive their primary importance from age 

are considered worthy of listing under Criteria Consideration D (National Park Service 1997:34-36). 

 

Registration requirements include historical or archaeological evidence that identify a specific location 

with the preparation or burial of a deceased Kanza or individual(s) with close ties to the Kanza during one 

of the periods of occupation of Kansas (historic contexts I, II, III, IV, & V).  If this interpretation is unclear 

based solely on historical research, archaeological excavations and analyses may be necessary to address the 

registration requirements.  Out of respect for the dead and their descendants and because of the protection 

afforded mortuary sites under the Unmarked Burial Sites Preservation Act, invasive archaeological 

investigations should not be undertaken unless essential.  The Unmarked Burial Sites review board of the 

State of Kansas must review any excavation requests and may grant permission for archaeological 

investigations if warranted.  This may be allowed to determine the function of a site, mitigate accidental or 

unavoidable damage, or gain information not available elsewhere.  Many aspects of ancestral Kanza culture 

and history can only be addressed fully through careful recovery of mortuary data.  These include, among 

others, understanding burial practices and changes over time and due to specific circumstances (e.g., 

epidemic disease), dietary patterns, migration (through isotopic analyses); impacts of warfare, violence, or 

disease (demographics); kin relations (through genetic studies), social differentiation, and more.   

 

Following are a few known or possible examples of Kanza mortuary or burial sites that have or should 

be evaluated for the NRHP in addition to others. 

 

1. Doniphan site (14DP2) [Doniphan County] 

a. On the NRHP 

[14DP2 refers to the upland area of the Doniphan site that contains at least a dozen Kanza burials.] 

2. Possible Kanza burial (potentially related to Fort Cavagnial village) (14LV330) [Leavenworth County] 

3. Possible Kanza burials above Mission Creek (14SH339) [Shawnee County] 

4. Possible Kanza burials near Shorey, North Topeka [Shawnee County] (Haucke 1952:39) 

5. Blue Earth site cemetery [Pottawatomie County] 

6. Kahola Creek village and burials [Morris County] 

7. Possible Kanza burial ground (14MO333 [see site form on file with KSHS]) [Morris County] 
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F. Sacred Site or Traditional Cultural Property 

 

Over time, the Kanza have and continue to recognize various places and landscapes as having special 

meaning, value, or significance that extend beyond the satisfaction of basic needs for food, water, and 

shelter.  Sacred sites are places defined as inspiring awe, holiness, or respect.  Traditional Cultural 

Properties (TCPs) are sites, structures, objects, districts, or natural features or areas that are identified by 

cultural groups as important to maintaining cultural identity.  These have recognized meaning by 

individuals, clans or other social groups within the tribe, or by all Kanza at a particular time or over 

generations and may take many forms, such as an entire landscape, a past living or mortuary site, a natural 

physical feature or landform, the location of a past unique event, or others.   

 

The significance of these sites is measured by the meaning they have for past or present Kanza (as a 

group).  TCPs are typically evaluated under Criteria A due to their association with events that reflect broad 

patterns in a group’s culture history.  Sacred sites also may qualify as religious properties of historical and 

cultural importance under National Register Criteria Consideration A (National Park Service 1997:26-27).  

In this case, such sites are significant not because of an association with a religious group or specific 

religion, but due to the properties’ association with traditional cultural values (Parker and King 1998).   

 

Although historical and archaeological research may aid in the identification and evaluation of sacred 

sites and TCPs, ethnographic sources and consultation with tribal members are essential to documenting 

cultural and historical value.  Consult the National Park Service’s Guidelines for Evaluating and 

Documenting Traditional Cultural Properties (Parker and King 1998).   

 

1. Iⁿ ‘zhúje ‘waxóbe (Big Red Rock) object and sacred site [Shawnee or Douglas County] 

[As referenced by Dorsey (1885b:676), the Kanza revered a large red stone boulder (and others) that 

once was located at the mouth of Shunganunga Creek (near present-day Tecumseh, Kansas).  The 

stone, however, was removed from its original location to Lawrence.  The removal of this sacred 

object from its original context recently was recognized by the City of Lawrence, which, as of early 

2021, agreed to return Iⁿ ‘zhúje ‘waxóbe to the Kaw Nation 

(https://www.robinsonpark1929.com/kaw-nation-request).] 

2. Monument to the Unknown Kanza Warrior (14MO363) [Morris County] 

a. On the NRHP with Little John Creek Reserve 

3. Waconda Spring [Mitchell County]  

Destroyed, but former location may be considered significant (Blakeslee 2010, Park 2014:85-87) 

 

 

G. Trail 

 

A trail is an established path used for travel and transport.  Those that were used repeatedly mark 

preferred routes between places of import to those who used them, often by multiple generations through the 

ages.  Trails are significant historical resources as they provide important information about the use of broad 

landscapes or regions.  Those used by the Kanza were primarily footpaths used by pedestrians and horse-

mounted travelers.  Historical information does not suggest common use of boats on the small streams and 

often shallow rivers of the Plains; instead, the Kanza preferred overland travel to reach various destinations 

https://www.robinsonpark1929.com/kaw-nation-request
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There is no indication that they purposely constructed or modified landscapes to facilitate travel, and it is 

unknown whether the Kanza left marks or signs (e.g., rock cairns) along preferred corridors.  Knowledge of 

these routes likely was learned through use or instruction by others.  Natural landmarks served as general 

trail markers, while actual pathways were visible as worn, eroded, or hard-packed linear traces across the 

land.   

 

Numerous trails and trail segments crossed those parts of Kansas used by the Kanza, although not all 

were associated primarily with the Kanza.  For instance, the Santa Fe Trail was established specifically for 

commercial transport by non-Native populations, and the Oregon and California Trails for Euro-American 

explorers and immigrants.  However, parts of these paths followed trails used by earlier occupants of this 

region.  For example, Euro-American travelers on the Oregon Trail frequently mentioned the Kansas River 

Crossing at present-day Topeka.  This would have been well known to the Kanza before the influx of non-

Native travelers who arrived in the nineteenth century.  This crossing was near Fool Chief’s Kansas River 

village, and it was here that immigrant Euro-Americans most often encountered the Kanza in the 1830s and 

early 1840s (de Smet 1843:64, Donnelly 1967, Lee 1916:118, Miller 1837, Ritterbush 2019:11).  The 

Pappan (Papan) brothers ran a well-known ferry at or near this crossing after 1842 (Cutler 1883b).  They 

were each married to one of the grandchildren of White Plume.  In addition to the paths originally used by 

the Kanza, then adopted by later travelers are some that may have been used more exclusively by the Kanza.  

An example of this is the trail between the Upper Neosho reservation and Topeka that crossed the divide 

between the Neosho and Kansas River drainages.  As discussed by Parks (2014:151-153), the Kanza 

frequently traveled this after moving to the Upper Neosho reservation.  This provided a route to their earlier 

homelands and sacred sites along the Kansas River, to relatives and friends who resided on the 1825 

allotments or nearby, early businesses at the growing town of Topeka, and other trails that led to Fort 

Leavenworth and the Town of Kansas.  Other trails used by the Kanza were those that led westward to 

common bison-hunting grounds, for example, to the Salina area in central Kansas or between the Upper 

Neosho and the forks of Cow Creek (Morehouse 1904, Staub 1995:33).  The latter is clearly marked on 

GLO maps between the Upper Neosho reservation and present-day central McPherson County (Parks 2019, 

Stucky 2019). 

 

Because of the nature of undeveloped pedestrian and horse paths, in addition to later use and land 

modifications, visible evidence of Kanza trails may be difficult to find.  It is often impossible to trace the 

full length of historic trails; however, clues in historical documents (e.g., GLO maps), combined with 

landscape, archaeological, geophysical, and remote sensing evidence can help identify the location of trail 

segments (Krakow 1993, Nowak 1993, Stucky 2019).  In order to be considered eligible for the National 

Register as a Kanza trail under this Multiple Properties nomination, historical, ethnographic, archaeological, 

or geophysical evidence (e.g., historical maps or written descriptions, oral history, linear ground features 

[ruts] or vegetation patterns, Lidar images, archaeological evidence of associated trail features [cairns, 

campsites, sacred sites]) must suggest a meaningful association with the Kanza and maintain sufficient 

integrity to reveal its function and nature. 

 

1. Trail between Council Grove and Topeka [Morris, Wabaunsee, Shawnee Counties] 

2. Kansas River Crossing/Pappan’s (Papan’s) Ferry [Shawnee County] 

3. Trail between Upper Neosho/Council Grove and Cow Creek/Little River area 
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H. Trade Center 

 

A trade center is a location at which goods and materials are exchanged between parties.  For the period 

during which the Kanza lived in Kansas, these commonly consisted of trading posts or stores established by 

Europeans or Euro-Americans solely or in part to conduct commercial transactions with Native Americans.  

The earliest in this region were established by the French, independent traders, or the United States 

government (e.g., Fort Cavagnial, various posts of the Chouteau family, Fort Osage [in Missouri]).  In 

addition to housing a trader and ancillary laborers, these sometimes were linked to a military force, thus, use 

of the term “fort” in certain instances.  Exchange also occurred between parties at temporary camps or 

rendezvous points, as well as in villages that traders visited or in which they maintained a home.  The Kanza 

exchanged pelts, hides, and skins, as well as meat, corn, other foodstuffs, horses, and other items for 

material goods they desired such as metal tools (knives, pots, buckets, axes, hoes, scrapers, files, arrow 

points), guns, cloth, and ornaments.  Upon the initiation of treaties and the reservation era (historic contexts 

IV & V) the Kanza sometimes received annuities in the form of cash.  While living on the Upper Neosho 

reservation (historic context V), some Kanza also earned cash in exchange for labor or services.  At this 

time, the Kanza not only exchanged pelts, skins, or hides at trade centers, but also participated in monetary 

exchange for food, clothing, guns, and other goods.   

 

Trade centers are significant because they mark important locations at which contact between foreign 

groups occurred (Native Americans and Europeans or Euro-Americans [and often between different Native 

American groups]).  Although trading posts established for the Kanza mark precise locations specific to this 

region, these centers linked the Kanza indirectly to a worldwide commercial system through which not only 

materials goods, but ideas, people, and diseases passed between very different cultures.  Thus, these 

properties are significant under National Register Criterion A as locations of intercultural exchange.  

Significance can also be measured through Criterion D.  Little is known about the physical structure of 

trading posts established for the Kanza other than the post at Fort Osage in eastern Missouri.  

Archaeological investigations of trade sites along the Missouri and Kansas Rivers (historic contexts I, II, III, 

& IV) will reveal how the French and private traders, such as Chouteau family members, organized their 

posts and interacted on a day-to-day basis with the Kanza and other Native peoples.  Artifact analysis will 

also provide details about some of the good made available at these posts.  Investigations beyond the 

immediate bounds of the post are essential to understanding whether the Kanza lived or camped adjacent to 

any of these posts.  Study of later (historic context V) establishments, such as trading posts and stores at 

Council Grove, is key to understanding the evolving nature of Euro-American and Kanza relations.  Trade 

centers hold much potential for expanding our knowledge of the Kanza, Europeans, and early Euro-

Americans on the prairie frontier, relations between these groups, and the role of the Kanza in the global 

trade system of the seventeenth through the nineteenth centuries. 

 

Requirements for registering trade sites include documentary and intact archaeological or material 

remains.  The latter must hold sufficient integrity (e.g., undisturbed archaeological features in association 

with in situ artifacts and ecofacts) to yield data that can be used to test or expand existing information 

gained solely through historical research.  The property should be illustrative of the trade center property 

type and reflect one or more of the historic contexts for the Kanza. 
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Following is a partial list of trading posts known to be utilized by the Kanza while in the area now called 

Kansas.  These are identified largely through historical research with archaeological investigations also 

having been completed at the Last Chance Store (14MO367) in Council Grove.  Historical and 

archaeological research are needed to identify the precise location of most of these posts and others not 

mentioned below.  (Note that trading sites for which cultural affiliation cannot be determined can also be 

significant, but likely would not be nominated under this Multiple Properties document.) 

 

1. Fort de Cavagnial [Leavenworth County] 

2. Chouteau brothers’ ‘Four Houses’ post (ca. 1818-1828) [Johnson County or Leavenworth/Wyandotte 

County] (potentially 14WY22 or 14JO1412) 

3. Frederick Chouteau’s post on Horseshoe Lake (1827-1830) [Douglas County] 

4. Frederick Chouteau’s post on Mission Creek (1832-1844) [Shawnee County] 

5. Seth Hayes original post at Council Grove [Morris County] 

6. Last Chance Store (14MO367) [Morris County] 

a. On the NRHP (Pankratz 1971, Blasing 2019); Owned by Kansas Historical Society. 

 

 

I. Federal Agency and Associated Services 

 

Agencies were established by the United States government to oversee treaty agreements, such as the St. 

Louis Treaty of 1825 and Mission Creek Treaty of 1846 (historic contexts IV, V, & VI) (Kappler 1904:222-

225, 552-554).  The administrative organization and definition of agencies and subagencies, in addition to 

their location relative to the Kanza varied during the reservation periods (historic context IV & V).  The 

original Kanza subagency was located at Kawsmouth and later moved near the first Kanza reservation along 

the Kansas River (historic context IV) (Figure 4).  After administrative reorganization, the Kanza subagency 

was linked with that of local immigrant tribes and located at Fort Leavenworth.  Following the Mission 

Creek Treaty of 1846 (historic context V), no federal official lived on the Upper Neosho reservation, 

making only temporary visits to distribute annuities until 1855 when John Montgomery set up the Kanza 

agency in Council Grove (Parks 2014:95-96).  In 1858 this was reestablished near Little and Big John 

Creeks where it later became a combined agency and Quaker mission complex (Parks 2014:128-129).  The 

physical manifestations of the agencies often consisted of the residence, office, and associated structures and 

spaces built and utilized by the federal government to conduct business with the tribe.  These were designed 

for the appointed agent or subagent and affiliated employees and, often, their families, but also were visited 

or used by the Kanza with whom the federal employees interacted.  Like trading posts, these Euro-American 

institutions served as secondary centers for the Kanza beyond their individual residences and communal 

villages or camps.   

 

These properties are important because of what they reveal about common activities of the Kanza away 

from their residences that reflect frequent interactions with Euro-Americans as federal representatives (e.g., 

receiving annuities, negotiating with federal employees, meeting with visiting Euro-Americans, having 

metal tools made or repaired, learning Euro-American farming techniques).  It was through these activities 

that the federal government hoped to inspire the Kanza to adopt Euro-American technologies, values, and 

cultural practices.  Thus, these properties are significant under National Register Criterion A as repeated 

activities associated with the acculturation process imposed on the Kanza.  If including standing structures, 

a Kanza subagency might also qualify under Criterion C, for example, if the structure(s) illustrates 
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distinctive construction methods, types, or periods of construction (e.g., early vernacular or federal design).  

Agency sites with or without standing structures, but that hold intact surface or subsurface archaeological 

may qualify under Criterion D.  

 

Kanza agency sites that maintain integrity of remains, whether solely archaeological or including 

standing structures, are considered eligible for registration given the potential information they have or will 

yield upon further study and because of the limited number of these sites.  Little is known about the 

organization and details of day-to-day activities at these sites and the Kanza and Euro-American men and 

women who visited and worked at the agencies.  As a result, much stands to be gained from standing 

structures and archaeological remains at these properties.  Archaeological integrity is measured by the 

presence of largely undisturbed features and materials remains.  The integrity of standing structures can be 

assessed by their location and setting; design, workmanship, and materials; and feeling and association.  

Accompanying standing structures, if present, not only provide information about use, but also design and 

construction, which may be significant as noted above under Criterion C.  Registration requirements for 

Kanza agencies, therefore, must demonstrate integrity, in addition to illustrating this property type and 

reflect agency activities and associated people during one of the historic contexts (IV & V). 

 

The Kanza agencies or subagencies at Kawsmouth, that (or those) associated with the Kansas River 

reservation, centralized at Fort Leavenworth, and along Little John Creek on the Upper Neosho Reservation 

all played important roles in the post-treaty lives of the Kanza.  The latter has already been listed on the 

Register as part of the Little John Creek Reserve and is owned by the Kaw Nation.  Research is underway to 

identify and potentially evaluate the earlier Kansas River reservation subagency (Ralston 2018). 

 

1. Kanza Subagency (Eastern Treaty Community) – 1828-1834 [Jefferson County] 

2. Upper Neosho Agency (14MO330) [Morris County] 

a. On the NRHP as part of Little John Creek Reserve 

 

 

J. Indian Mission or School 

 

These are centers established by a European or Euro-American religious organization to provide 

education or other services to Native Americans often with a stated or unstated goal of religious conversion.  

For the Kanza this included a very short-term attempt to establish a Catholic mission among the Kanza soon 

after building the federal subagency immediately east of the Kansas River reservation (historic context IV), 

a Methodist school and mission along Mission Creek (historic context IV) and later at Council Grove 

(historic context V), and a Quaker school and mission along Little John Creek on the Upper Neosho 

reservation (historic context V).  These institutions often worked with the federal agencies or subagencies 

and likewise stimulated cultural change through their educational, religious, and other activities.   

 

These properties are significant under National Register Criterion A as associated with repeated attempts 

to indoctrinate Kanza in Euro-American lifeways and carry out religious conversions.  Mission sites that 

hold intact standing, surface, or subsurface remains with sufficient integrity to yield or potentially yield 

information about Kanza history and culture may also qualify under Criterion D.  
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Registration requirements include integrity of location and setting and intact material remains.  Standing 

structures with sufficient integrity must demonstrate original design, workmanship, and materials, as well as 

feeling and association with the Kanza and the missionaries or educators who served the religious and 

educational efforts of the organizing institutions for the perceived gain of the Kanza.  Mission or schools 

sites lacking standing structures or in ruins must reflect one or more of the religious, educational, or related 

themes of missions or schools and relate to one of the historic contexts (IV or V), while also demonstrating 

integrity of archaeological deposits and remains in the form of undisturbed features and associated material 

evidence. 

 

1. Kanza Mission on Mission Creek [Shawnee County] 

2. Kaw Methodist Mission at Council Grove (1850-1854) [Morris County] 

a. On the NRHP (Pankratz No date, Waggoner 2021) 

3. Kanza Quaker Mission near Little John Creek (1863-1873) [Morris County] 

 

 

K. Other 

 

Other properties associated with the Kanza that cannot be classified under the above site types are 

considered here.  These must demonstrate a connection to the Kanza under any of the NRHP Criteria or 

Criteria Considerations.  Thus, they may be eligible if associated with an important moment or movement in 

American history or pattern of events or historic trends that made a significant contribution to the 

development of a community, State, or nation (Criterion A); with a person who contributed to history in a 

significant way relative to a community, State, or nation (Criterion B); or with a distinctive design or 

construction representative of a type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C).  Alternatively, if the 

property has or has the potential to provide important information about Kanza history and culture 

(Criterion D), it too may be considered eligible for the National Register.   In certain instances, Criteria 

Considerations A through G may be applicable (National Park Service 1997).  Registration requirements 

must consider the integrity of the structure or deposits at an archaeological site, how the property expresses 

themes related to Kanza association with Kansas, and its association with one of the above-defined historic 

contexts. 

 

One known example of a property already listed on the National Register that falls under this category 

of ‘Other’ is the Charles Curtis house in Topeka.  This domestic residence does not qualify as a village, 

farmstead, campsite, or other property type defined for the Kanza People (Kaáⁿze níkashiⁿga) of Kansas 

(this document), yet it was occupied by a notable individual who identified with the Kanza.  Curtis was a 

descendent of White Plume through his mother and spent part of his childhood on the Upper Neosho Kanza 

reservation.  He later served Kansas as a United States Representative and Senator and was elected 

alongside Herbert Hoover as the 31st Vice President of the United States.  His Topeka home was nominated 

and listed on the National Register in 1972 based on Criteria B and C, the latter as an early example of 

Eclectic design in Kansas (Pankratz 1972). 

 

Other sites that might fall under this property type may be meeting places between tribes, including the 

Kanza.  For example, an intertribal peace meeting between the Kanza, Osage, Otoe, Comanche, Arapaho, 

and Kiowa occurred in summer 1859 on Walnut Creek in central Kansas.  A year later, several unidentified 

tribes camped together on the Little Arkansas (Staub 1995:31).  If Kanza involvement in these meetings can  
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be confirmed through historical documents and the location of these gatherings identified with historical or 

archaeological evidence, these properties may be considered eligible as properties that mark important 

events or a pattern of changing relations between once warring tribes as all experienced increased 

difficulties due to Euro-American presence and control throughout the region.  Additional properties 

representing various other Kanza associations may also be included under this property type. 

 

1. Charles Curtis home [Shawnee County (Topeka)] 

a. On the NRHP (Pankratz 1972) 
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Geographic Data 

 

The State of Kansas – This Kanza People (Kaáⁿze níkashiⁿga) of Kansas Multiple Properties Documentation 

Form recognizes many different properties within the modern political boundaries of the State of Kansas that 

have a documented or potential association with the Kanza people from protohistoric to modern times.  Because 

the tribe was relocated to Oklahoma in 1873, most properties date prior to 1873.  Many Kanza sites are 

expected in northeastern where the Kanza had their main villages, interacted with traders and government 

representatives, and spent much of the year.  However, because of their wide-ranging travels throughout their 

tenure in the central Plains, Kanza properties may be located anywhere within the bounds of present-day 

Kansas.   
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Summary of Identification and Evaluation Methods 
 

 The Kanza People (Kaáⁿze níkashiⁿga) of Kansas Multiple Properties Documentation submission was 

prepared through extensive documentary research using available primary and secondary sources pertaining to 

the Kanza and early history of Kansas.  A wide range of primary source materials were analyzed including 

written documents (e.g., reminiscences [Adams 19045], government reports and treaties [Benson 1988, 

Cummins 1839, James 1823, Kappler 1904, USDOI BIA 1872], journals [Barnes 1936, 1983; Brooks 1965, 

Moulton 1986, 1987; Smith 2003, Thwaites 1905, 1906], letters and reports of mission activities [Garraghan 

1920, Jackson 1944, Jameson 1925, Rothensteiner 1920]), maps (e.g., Delanglez 1943, Diller 1955, Hasier 

2004, Langham 1926-1927, McCoy 1830-1836, Senex 1721, Stackpole 1880, Tucker 1942, Wood 1983, 1984, 

1996), illustrations (by Samuel Seymour, Titian Ramsay Peale, Father Nicolas Point), archaeological reports of 

previous site investigations (e.g., Blasing 2019, Marshall 2000, Thies 1988, Tomasic et al. 2012, Waggoner 

2018, 2021; Wedel 1959), and ethnographic and linguistic studies (e.g., Dorsey 1884, 1885a, 1885b, 1894; 

Parks and Rankin 2001, Skinner 1951, White 1959).  An especially useful research tools was Louise Barry’s 

(1972) compilation of primary data for the early history (1540-1854) of the area that now falls within the 

boundaries of the state of Kansas.  Secondary studies were also examined for additional data and clues to 

primary sources, as well as contextual and synthetic information (e.g., Cutler 1883a, 1883b; Haucke 1952, 

Hoffhaus 1984, Marshall 2006, Morehouse 1908, Parks 2014, Ritterbush 2015, Spencer 1908, Unrau 1971, 

1989, Wedel 1946).  National Register forms for previously nominated and listed properties and the 

archaeological site inventory maintained by the Kansas Historical Society were also consulted (e.g., Durkee 

2001, NPS 1974, 2007; Pankratz No date, 1971, 1972). 

 

 These numerous and varied resources were used to complete the historic contexts, identify and define 

property types, and compile examples of existing or potential properties.  The historic contexts were organized 

according to periods that represent general chronologically consecutive themes, including I) the protohistoric 

period of first arrival of the Kanza in present-day Kansas and indirect contact with Europeans, II) period of 

direct contact with Europeans while living primarily along the Missouri River of northeastern Kansas, III) early 

village life along the Kansas River, IV) the earliest Kanza reservation period along the Kansas River, V) later 

reservation along the Upper Neosho River of Kansas, and VI) post-removal from the state.  While conducting 

research and composing the context document, the researchers noted different kinds of sites or properties that 

one would expect for each historic context.  Because sites were typically not unique to one period or context 

and could be organized by associated activities, the authors defined property types by function.  Understanding 

site integrity was derived in part from the authors’ historical and archaeological expertise alongside direct 

experiences investigating several Kanza sites through primary historical and archaeological research (e.g., 

Ritterbush 2015, Waggoner 2018, 2021).  The latter has included reflection on land use patterns as discerned 

through archaeological and historical evidence and intimate knowledge of the region and its environments (e.g., 

Ritterbush 2019).  Study of the condition of existing properties, several already listed on the National Register, 

facilitated the identification of measures of integrity and registration requirements as discussed in various 

National Register bulletins (e.g., NPS 1997, Parker and King 1998, Potter and Bolland 1992). 

 

 We have appended to our discussion of individual property types lists of examples of sites that fit the 

description of each (or most) property types.  Although some already have been precisely located, most of these 

properties are identified based on historical research and have not been ground-truthed through historical, 

archaeological, or other survey.  These lists also are not complete and should serve only as a guide for future 

research and preservation planning.  
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Major Bibliographic References 

 

Relevant primary sources are available through various repositories including the State Archives of Kansas and 

the archeology collections of the Cultural Resources Division of the Kansas Historical Society.  Other 

institutions in and outside of Kansas curate relevant primary documents and archaeological collections such as 

the National Archives, National Anthropological Archives at the Smithsonian Institution, Smithsonian 

Institution’s National Museum of Natural History, Missouri Historical Archives, Kaw Nation, Jesuit Archives, 

among others. 

 

The ‘References Cited’ below lists those documents cited in this Multiple Properties Documentation Form.  

They include major bibliographic references in addition to others relevant to understanding the history and 

culture of the Kanza while living in what is now the state of Kansas and for completing property nominations 

under this Multiple Properties submission. 

 

Figures referenced in the context document are appended to this document following the References Cited. 

 

A list of sites in Kansas that are associated with the Kanza and already listed on the National Register as of July 

2019 follows the figures at the end of this document.  
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Figures 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1 Map showing general locations of the earliest archaeological sites attributed to the ancestral Kanza 

during the protohistoric period (Fanning [14DP1] and King Hill [23BN1]) (historic context I) and 

the early historic Kanza village visited by de Bourgmont in 1724 (Doniphan site [14DP2]) and the 

1744-1764 French trading post (Fort Cavagnial) and associated Kanza village (historic context II).  
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Figure 2 Map showing general locations of Blue Earth village (14PO24) and other early Kanza settlements 

along the Kansas River prior to 1828 (historic context III).  Known early nineteenth century trading 

posts are also indicated. 
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Figure 3 Illustration of the interior of a Kanza earthlodge at Blue Earth village in August 1819 as illustrated 

by Samuel Seymour (Seymour 1819-1820).  (Courtesy of the Yale Collection of Western 

Americana, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.)  
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Figure 4 Map showing general locations of known Kanza villages, trading posts, agency/subagency, missions, 

and related sites during the Kansas River reservation period (circa 1825-1844) (historic context IV). 
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Figure 5 Map by Isaac McCoy showing federal assignment of Indigenous lands in Kansas 1830-1836 

(McCoy 1830-1836).  (Courtesy of kansasmemory.org, Kansas Historical Society.) 
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Figure 6 Sketch of the interior of a Kanza lodge at Fool Chief’s village (de Smet 1843:opp. 67). 
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Figure 7 Sketch of Fool Chief’s village (de Smet 1843:opp. 65). 
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Figure 8 Map showing location of sequential reservations established for the Kanza in Kansas and major 

immigrant and commercial trails that crossed these Kanza lands. 
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Existing Kanza National Register Properties 
(July 2019) 

 

The following Kanza sites in Kansas have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places prior to 

completion of this Multiple Properties Documentation Form (July 2019).  Each is listed with its assigned 

archaeological site number if applicable and county.  The corresponding historic context is also noted. 

 

 Fanning Site (14DP1) [Doniphan County] 

o I.  Ancestral Kanza, pre-1700 

 Doniphan Site (14DP2) [Doniphan County] 

o II.  Missouri River Settlement and Trade, circa 1700-1790 

 Hard Chief’s Kansas River village (14SH301) [Shawnee County] 

o IV.  Kansas River Reservation, 1825-1847 

 Little John Creek Reserve (14MO330, 14MO331, 14MO332, 14MO362, 14MO363) [Morris County] 

o V.  Upper Neosho Reservation, 1847-1873 

 Kaw Methodist Mission (14MO368) [Morris County] 

o V.  Upper Neosho Reservation, 1847-1873 

 Last Chance Store (14MO367) [Morris County] 

o V.  Upper Neosho Reservation, 1847-1873 

 Charles Curtis home [Shawnee County (Topeka)] 

o VI.  Oklahoma Reservation, post-1873 

 

 

 

 

Nominated Kanza Properties 
(August 2019) 

 

Appended to this form is an individual NRHP nomination form for consideration under this MPDF submission. 

 

 Fool Chief’s Village   

o IV.  Kansas River Reservation, 1825-1847 

 

 

 




