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Section 5. Classification 

The addition of the Roetzel House to the Topeka-Emporia Historic District increases the number of resources 

within the district to 140 (102 contributing). 

 

Section 7. Description 

 

1250 N. Emporia, Roetzel House. (c. 1905) Contributing 

Description: The Roetzel House was built between 1903 and 1914 at 715 N Topeka Ave (N 25' lot 48 through all 

lot 52 Topeka Ave., J.P. Hilton's Addition) (Figure 1).
1
 In the fall of 2015 QuikTrip Corporation agreed to relocate 

the house to an empty lot addressed 1250 N Emporia Avenue in order to prevent its demolition for a new 

convenience store.
2
 The new location, within the boundaries of the Topeka-Emporia Historic District, is less than 

one mile north and east of the house’s original location (Figure 2). In its original location, the house was mid-block 

and faced east. In its current location, the Roetzel House is situated at the southeast corner of E 12
th
 Street and N 

Emporia Avenue and faces west. 

 

A 1990 survey of the neighborhood described the Free Classic Queen Anne house, and with few exceptions, the 

house’s appearance has not changed. The two-and-one-half story house is covered in narrow clapboard. When 

built, the house had a stone foundation; it now rests upon a poured concrete foundation. A center rear chimney is 

plain and constructed of brick. The roof is complex and is covered in composition shingles. The main roof 

structure is hipped with intersecting front and side gables; a semi-circular dormer with triple multi-light windows is 

located above the front façade. The asymmetrical front façade, which now faces west, is three bays wide. Bay 1 is 

a cottage window that is two-thirds operable. The upper level of Bay 1 contains a large one-over-one, double-hung 

sash window. Bay 2 contains the house’s main entrance. The door and sidelights each have oval, beveled leaded 

glass openings, and there is a transom above the unit. The upper level of Bay 2 has a narrow one-over-one, 

double-hung sash window. Bay 3 is recessed and contains a narrow one-over-one, double-hung sash window at 

both levels. A wrap-around porch with open railing and hip roof covers lower façade of west and north elevations; 

a front-gable accents the porch entry. The porch roof is supported by square wood pillars. In the front-facing gable 

of the house is a semi-circular stained glass lunette window. A two-story curved bay accents the north elevation. 

Other decorative features of the house include: swags, plain frieze boards, dentils, and corner boards.
3
  

 

History: The original owner-resident was Henry J. Roetzel (no occupation listed), who acquired the property from 

the Keene Syndicate in 1905. Roetzel became the resident in 1906 and Helen Roetzel a boarder. Title transferred 

to HJ Jochems in 1920 and to Helen Jochems Roetzel in 1935. Title transferred to Kenneth P. Betzen in 1966; the 

Betzen family owned the house until 2015.
4
 

                                                 

1
 This house does not appear on the 1903 Sanborn map but is on the 1914 Sanborn map. 

2
 This lot formerly contained the Italianate Frank Munn House that was demolished prior to the district’s listing in 

2004 (Kansas Historic Resources Inventory, http://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=173-5880-01231). 
3
 Midtown I Survey information for Roetzel House (173-5880-01327), Kansas Historic Resources Inventory, 

http://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=173-5880-01327. 
4
 Ibid. 
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Justification for Inclusion 

Residential development north of Wichita’s original town plat was done during the city’s real estate boom of the 

1880s. Rather than a single large subdivision, the Topeka-Emporia Historic District is a concentration of 

residences constructed within several additions to Wichita’s Original Town. The Roetzel House shares this historic 

context (Criterion A: Community Development) with the rest of the district as it was constructed in one of these 

additions, albeit later than many of its neighbors in the 700 block of North Topeka Avenue.
5
  The Free Classic 

Queen Anne Roetzel House is stylistically similar to and was constructed during the same period of significance as 

several houses within the district (Criterion C: Architecture). Of the district’s 139 resources at least 24 are 

described as Queen Anne; nine are described as Neoclassical, and at least 30 were constructed between 1900 

and 1906. 

 

Despite the loss of its locational integrity, the house otherwise retains excellent integrity of design, materials, 

workmanship, association, and feeling. The house also retains a fair degree of integrity of setting. In its original 

location, it was the sole remaining residential resource in a historically residential block. Its relocation less than 

one mile away allows it to again communicate its historic context as part of a larger residential area. 

 

Photograph. 

 

001 of 001: Roetzel House, looking SE and showing north and west elevations (Photo by Kristen Johnston, KSHS, 

1/17/2017) 
 

 

 

                                                 

5
 Sanborn maps first show the east half of block 212 in 1897. At that time and in the 1903 map only four houses 

were standing on the west side Topeka Avenue. By 1914 the remaining lots were full with an additional three houses. 
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Figure 1: Snippet of 1914 Sanborn map, showing Roetzel House in its original location at 715 N 

Topeka Ave. 
 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002)                       OMB No. 1024-0018  
   

United States Department of the Interior       
National Park Service 
 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet      Topeka-Emporia Historic District 

         Sedgwick County, Kansas 
Section number   5,7  Page  _47             
 
 

 

Figure 2: Google Aerial, showing original and current locations. 
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