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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  
X private 2 building(s) 2  buildings 
 public - Local  district   sites 
 public - State  site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object             2  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

                                 N/A 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling  DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE VICTORIAN/Queen Anne  foundation: STONE 

  walls: BRICK 

    

  roof: COMPOSITE  

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant 
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
 
Summary  
The Thomas L. and Anna B. Herbert house, 512 South Judson Street in Fort Scott, Bourbon County, Kansas is 
a large brick Queen Anne house on a coursed rusticated stone foundation. The house fills all of Lot 6 and 
portions of Lots 4 and 8 in Block 168 of the Fort Scott Original Town. The house is nominated to the National 
Register of Historic Places under Criterion C in the area of Architecture, as a locally significant example of the 
Queen Anne style. Built in 1888, the house is two-and-one-half stories tall with a recessed center front porch, a 
northeast round tower clad in wood shingles and original fenestration patterns, including a large, round window 
in the east facade. Decorative exterior masonry details include dentil trim in the cornice, a molded masonry 
string course and windows with stone sills and arched brick hoods. Interior features include original entrance 
and rear staircases, abundant original millwork and elaborate stained glass windows. The house has a rear 
circa 1930 brick addition. The property includes the house and garage, both contributing buildings. Sanborn 
maps show that the garage replaced the original carriage house at the rear of the lot between 1917 and 1925. 
The house is in excellent condition and retains integrity of design, form, setting and materials. 
  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
Site 
The Herbert House is in the middle of a city block facing east toward South Judson Street, a brick street 
located one block west of National Avenue, Fort Scott’s main north-south thoroughfare. The house retains 
integrity in its setting in a block of historic houses (Figures 1, 2.) The large brick house was built on one and 
one-half city lots and has a small front yard. It is three blocks south of Fort Scott’s downtown and the Bourbon 
County courthouse. A sidewalk is located between the front yard and the landscaped parkway. A metal fence 
borders the edges of the front yard.1 A concrete walk leads from the street to the Herbert House’s front steps. 
A public alley runs behind the house. The driveway leading to the rear garage is located on the north side of 
the house.   
The frame garage behind (west of) the house was built between 1917 and 1925. The south portion consists of 
a gable-front structure with shingles in the west and east gables. A flat-roof garage addition projects from the 
north elevation and the east elevation has a modern flat-roof portico. The garage’s exterior walls are clad in 
stucco. 
Exterior 
The Herbert house has a hipped roof with large, lower cross-gables on all sides. The complex roofline also has 
a northeast pointed tower, north and east gable dormers and an east two-story gable-on-shed front porch. The 
house’s original slate roof was replaced with composite slate in 2013. Brick corbelled chimneys pierce the east, 
west and north sections of the roof. An additional chimney runs up the southwest corner of the south cross 
gable. The first and second stories of the house are painted brick. The third-story walls and gables of the 
cross-gables are clad in wood fishscale shingles. The house has narrow eaves with dentil molding at the 
cornice. Unless noted, windows throughout are original wood one-over-one double-hungs with arched brick 
hoods and stone sills. Most of the windows have painted storm windows and screens. 
 
The house’s east façade is bisected by a molded egg-and-dart stringcourse painted in four colors (Photos 1, 
2.) The central two-story front porch is approached by a set of stone steps with modern side railings. The 
recessed porch entrance has a pair of paneled wood and glass doors topped with an arched lintel. The porch 
floor is mosaic tile. The outer corners of the two porch levels are supported by groups of three columns on 
pedestals—granite on brick in the first story and wood on a wood balustrade in the second story. The porch’s 

 
1 The fence’s date is unknown. It is not present in circa 1981 photographs of the house in William Calhoun’s Fort Scott, A 
Pictorial History. 
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second story has a gable-on-shed roof and the first story has a shed roof. The second-story gable is filled with 
bullseye shingles and the balustrade wall is clad in fishscale shingles. The north portion of the east façade has 
single windows in the first and second stories and a window in the basement level. An ornate, cantilevered 
tower projects from the house’s northeast corner. The round towner’s second story has three curved windows 
and fishscale shingles. The tower is open in the third story with turned posts. The octagonal tower roof is 
pointed with a finial. The south portion of the façade has a large, round window in the first story framed in terra 
cotta molding and brick. The diameter of the window is seven feet. A tripartite window with a common arched 
header is in the south second story. A gabled dormer projects from the south façade roof. The dormer has two 
stained-glass double-hung windows, turned spindle supports and an inset of decorative moldings atop shingles 
in the gable peak. 
 
A cross gable projects from the house’s center south elevation (Photos 3,4.) Windows are located in the first, 
second and basement levels of the bay east of the cross gable. Windows are also located in the first- and 
second-story east walls of the cross gable. A second-story balcony is located below the windows in the 
southeast juncture. The balcony has a turned balustrade and a shed roof supported by latticed brackets and 
ornamented with pendant finials. The south face of the cross gable has a tripartite window in the first story with 
stained glass sidelights, a single window with a metal awning in the second story and two basement windows. 
The gable peak has a pair of windows with quarter-round cutouts in the upper outside corners. The southwest 
corner of the cross gable has a split flue chimney. The chimney has an arched first-story window topped with 
two decorative insets. The west wall of the cross gable has a second-story window. The house’s 1930 addition 
fills the southwest juncture of the cross gable. The one-story block addition has a hip roof, five south casement 
windows and a short west chimney. A small window is located above the addition in the house’s south wall. 
The one-story 1930 addition also extends from the house’s rear west elevation. The south wall of the west 
extension has five south casement windows and an east window opening now filled with a window air 
conditioner. 
 
A large cross gable projects from the east portion of the north elevation, bisected by the molded stringcourse 
(Photo 5.) The cross gable has a tripartite window in the first story, a double window in the second story and an 
ornately molded window in the third story. A chimney rises from the west side of the cross bay. The north 
center bay has an exterior concrete stairway leading to a projecting mid-level bay that has a trio of stained-
glass windows.2 A gabled dormer with two colored multipaned glass windows is located above the center bay. 
The rear bay of the north elevation has a one-story shed addition with a glass block window and small east and 
west windows. The westernmost portion of the north elevation has a downsized first-story window, a small 
second-story casement window and a chimney that rises from the roof ridge.3 A recessed exterior porch is 
located in the first story between the original house and the 1930 rear addition. A shed roof projects from the 
addition’s north elevation. 
 
The west elevation of the original house has a pair of colored glass multipaned windows in the gable and a 
second-story single doorway (Photo 6.) The west elevation of the 1930 addition has a set of four casement 
windows. 
 
Interior 
The interior of the Herbert house has 11-foot-tall ceilings, paneled doors and narrow oak floorboards. All 
woodwork is oak, except for cherry moldings in the house’s living room. Exterior and interior walls are 18 
inches thick. All walls and ceilings are covered with wallpaper, installed after 1979. All first-story doors and 
windows are framed with millwork pilasters supporting elaborate arched headers carved with sunbursts. 
Paneled baseboards are under every first-story window. All woodwork is unpainted, likely with its original 
finishes.  
 

 
2 The stairs were built in 1963 when the house’s second story was converted into an apartment. The stained-glass 
window was removed and turned into an exterior entrance. The windows were repurchased around 1979 and reinstalled. 
3 It appears that the window here was once much larger. Most of the space is infilled with brick. 
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The house’s front doors open into a small vestibule with a tiled floor and wainscoted walls. Pocket doors with 
lower panels and upper beveled leaded glass lead from the vestibule to the house’s entry (Photo 7.) The entry 
has paneled wainscoting topped with basketweave and rope molding (Photo 8.) Sawn lattice framed in heavy 
molding at the ceiling defines the area from the west stairway and the north parlor. The house’s main stairway 
is located west of the entry. Seven steps rise from a paneled and grooved pier to the north tripartite stained-
glass windows depicting a sunburst and flowers (Photo 9.) The stairs and balustrade with turned spindles 
switch back to the second story, rising from a midlevel newel post with a turned knob finial. The staircase’s 
west wall is paneled and a south door under the main stairs leads to a coat closet. A west door beyond the 
stairway leads to the house’s back stairs.  
 
The parlor is located in the northeast corner of the house. The room has a west fireplace framed in four-inch 
tile. The mantel has dentil moldings and is topped with a framed beveled mirror. The room also has a north 
tripartite window and an east single window. The lower portion of the east window is fronted with stained glass 
that is hinged to swing away from the window, allowing additional light to enter the room.  
 
The living room is in the southeast corner of the house (Photo 10.) The room’s cherry woodwork includes cove 
ceiling moldings. The room’s fireplace is on the north wall. The metal firebox has a figure that may be a 
depiction of the god Pan. The surrounding glazed Arts and Crafts tiles have spiderweb motifs and owls in the 
upper corners. The elaborately carved mantel is supported by short columns and is topped with a framed 
beveled glass mirror. The room has a single south window fronted with lower hinged stained glass. The room’s 
round front window has an impressive, carved frame with carved decorations at the four corners, a floor-level 
paneled support ledge and an elaborately molded arched header. The panes of the window consist of a center 
rectangular pane with a heavy wood frame topped and surrounded by crescents to fill out the circle of the 
window.  
 
Paneled pocket doors separate the living room from the dining room and the entry. The doors are cherry on the 
living room side and oak on the dining room side. A Czech crystal chandelier, likely original to the house, 
hangs from the center of the dining room (Photos 11, 12.) Paneled wainscoting topped with basketweave and 
rope molding lines the walls of the room, matching the entry wainscoting. The south wall has a central tripartite 
window consisting of a center double-hung window surrounded by narrower double-hung stained-glass 
windows. The layered and textured stained glass depicts floral motifs. The southwest corner of the room has a 
split flue gas fireplace. The shallow fire box is surrounded by glazed Arts and Crafts tiles with leaf designs. The 
mantel has pairs of lower and upper short columns, lower horizontal panels and a sunburst header. The upper 
portion of the fireplace has a deep window surrounded by paneled wood. The dining room’s west wall has a 
south door to the house’s 1930 addition, a central mirrored pass-through cabinet to the butler’s pantry and a 
north door to the butler’s pantry and kitchen. The room has cove ceiling moldings. A door in the north wall 
leads to main stairway.  
 
The northwest portion of the first story includes the butler’s pantry, a modern kitchen, a modern bathroom and 
the house’s back stairway. The back stairway has a heavy balustrade with substantial turned spindles (Photo 
13.) The circa 1930 family room in the house’s southwest corner has been updated with walnut paneling and a 
metal ceiling. The west wall is brick and has a central modern fireplace. One passes through a modern 
bathroom in the room’s northwest corner to access a rear bedroom with modern textured walls, wood floors 
and a panel tile ceiling. 
 
The house’s second story has three bedrooms accessed from a main hall at the top of both stairways (Photo 
14.) The main stairway has a curved balustrade that wraps around the upper landing. Ceilings are 
approximately 11 feet tall; floors are narrow oak boards and oak moldings are substantial. No rooms have 
ceiling moldings. Doors and windows are framed with projecting millwork that has side turned spindles and flat 
headers with a single bullseye ornament set in side panels. All doors are paneled. The northeast bedroom has 
a round tower space with three double-hung windows of curved glass (Photo 15.) The room also has a Czech 
crystal chandelier, possibly original to the house. The southeast room has an electric north fireplace with a 
carved mantel that also frames an upper beveled mirror. The tile surround has glazed Arts and Crafts tiles with 
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spiderweb motifs and owls in the upper corners. All woodwork in the room was painted around 1979. A single 
paneled and glass door to the second story of the house’s front porch is located between the two east 
bedrooms. The main bedroom is located in the south portion of the second story. The room has a southwest 
gas fireplace framed in Arts and Crafts tiles. The wood mantel contains a shelf below the mantel’s top ledge. 
The room has single windows in the east, west and south walls. A west doorway leads to a pass-through closet 
that links the bedroom to a bathroom. The bedroom in the northwest corner of the second story was converted 
to a kitchen around 1963 and retains this configuration today. A doorway between the northeast and southeast 
bedrooms leads to the upper level of the house’s front porch. 
 
The house’s attic is accessed via the back stairway. It is an open space with a raw wood floor and exposed 
rafters, chimneys and ductwork. A door in the northeast corner leads to the uppermost level of the house’s 
tower. Each attic window has outer panes of a different configuration and color. The east pair has outer 
pressed panes and corner lavender panes with large circles. The south pair has upper quarter round cutouts 
and outer pressed panes with corner lavender panes with small circles. The north elevation has one pair and 
one single window with cubed yellow corner panes. The outer panels of the west pair of windows are clear. 
The basement is purely functional with four rooms, stone walls and concrete floors. 
 
Condition and Integrity 
The Herbert house has been a single-family home for most of its life, except for the reconfiguration of the 
second story into an apartment from 1963 until 1979. Kenneth and Charlotte Lunt, owners from 1979 to 2014, 
worked diligently to restore the house to a single-family home, including acquiring and re-installing the stained-
glass windows on the landing of the main stairway. The house today retains its original layout, ceiling height, 
wood trim, hardware and fireplaces. It still retains much of its original appearance and architectural integrity. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 
 

 A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

 
Areas of Significance  

ARCHITECTURE 

 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1888-1930 

 

 
Significant Dates 

1888 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

UNKNOWN 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
The significance is tied to the architecture of the building and corresponds to the year of construction (1888) 
and the approximate date of its final addition (1930).  
 
Criteria Considerations (justification) 
N/A 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of 
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
Summary  
The Thomas L. and Anna B. Herbert house at 512 South Judson Street in Fort Scott, Bourbon County, Kansas 
is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, locally significant in the area of 
Architecture. The house was built in 1888 for T.L. and Anna Herbert. The period of significance extends to 
1930, the approximate year that the house received it southwest addition. The house was designed in the 
Queen Anne style, a building type not widely extant in Fort Scott, Kansas. Queen Anne was the most popular 
house style from around 1880 to 1900 and this house utilizes nearly every decorative finish available at the 
time. It has the irregular footprint, multiple exterior wall materials and ornament on every opening. The interior 
layout is typical of a Queen Anne style house, but also includes abundant layered moldings, lattice, ornately 
paneled doors, carved headers and fireplace surrounds of Arts and Crafts tiles. The house’s details reflect the 
tastes and talents of its first owner, T.L. Herbert, who owned a prominent paint and art goods store that sold 
glass, paint, wallpaper and decorative items. He was also well known as a home designer and a sign painter. 
The house has been restored to use as a single-family home after being modernized and briefly divided into 
two apartments from 1963 to 1979. It has been very well maintained and continues to retain its architectural 
integrity as one of Fort Scott’s largest and most intact historic residences. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
Architecture 
The Thomas L. and Anna Herbert House is an excellent example of the Queen Anne style. Its irregular 
roofline, asymmetrical massing, variety of wall treatments and spindlework are all character defining elements 
of the style. The form is further supported by a characteristic interior with interconnected spaces and a 
prominent entry hall. The Queen Anne style is described by Virginia McAlester in A Field Guide to American 
Houses as the dominant style for residential architecture in the United States from about 1880 until 1900. As 
the style moved southward and westward from the northeast U.S., it increased in lavishness, as seen in the 
Herbert house.4 Character-defining features of the style include steeply pitched roofs of irregular shape, ornate 
porches, textured and shingled gables and a prominent tower, elements all found on the Herbert House.  
The Herbert House falls into the Queen Anne subcategory of a hipped roof with lower cross gables, a group 
that McAlester estimates includes more than 50 percent of the Queen Anne houses. The spindlework present 
on the Herbert House, probably produced by machine lathes, is also present on about 50 percent of Queen 
Anne houses. The Queen Anne style was enthusiastically embraced by the public. Pattern books and mail-
order house plans made the style very accessible. 

The Herbert House interior fits well with Leland Roth’s description of a Queen Anne house in American 
Architecture: A History. Roth describes a typical Queen Anne interior as having a free floor plan arranged 
around a reception hall that also serves as a stair hall. Main public rooms usually open to each other. Interiors 
also typically contain an abundance of elaborate wood trim.5 The first story of the Herbert House features the 
central ornate reception hall leading to the parlor, living room and dining room. The woodwork is elegant and 
substantial, demonstrating skilled workmanship and conveying the owner’s personal style.  
The Queen Anne style was an excellent way for prominent families to display financial and social success. 
Decorated exterior walls, picturesque bays, leaded and stained-glass windows and ornate interior woodwork 
gave the Herberts the opportunity to demonstrate their status and taste in Fort Scott and Bourbon County. Fort 
Scott retains few extant examples of large, Queen Anne homes. Examples of the style can be found in the 
circa 1887 Walter Chenault house at 812 S. National Avenue and the 1886 Jacob Rumbaugh house at 720 S. 

 
4 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2013), 350. 
5 Leland M. Roth, American Architecture, A History (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2000), 242. 
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National Avenue. 6 The Herbert House is more ornate than either of these two houses, boasting elaborate 
exterior moldings, decorative shingles, the spired northeast tower and extravagant fenestration. It is an 
excellent lavish example of the Queen Anne style. 
 
History 
In July 1870, T.L. Herbert purchased Lot 6 of Block 168 in the Fort Scott Original Town from S.A. Williams and 
his wife for $250.7 Williams had acquired three adjacent lots on the block from the Fort Scott Town Company in 
January of 1869. Lot 6 was the southernmost parcel owned by Williams, located mid-block on the west side of 
the South Judson Street. Herbert also acquired the south 12½ feet of Lot 4 in June 1874. Although Herbert 
purchased the first parcel and largest parcel in 1870, it would be 18 years before he built a house there. 
 
Thomas L. “T.L.” Herbert was born in Toronto, Canada in 1845. His family moved to Buffalo, New York when 
he was 14 years old, where he learned his trade as a sign painter, glazier and likely practitioner of other 
decorative arts, such as hanging wallpaper. He enlisted in the U.S. Army at the age of 18 and was sent west, 
eventually settling in Fort Scott soon after the Civil War. He began advertising his services in local newspapers 
in 1866. Herbert’s advertisements ran nearly weekly for more than 30 years, promoting his skills as an interior 
and exterior painter, grainer, glazier, paper hanger and sign painter. After 1870, he began advertising supplies 
available for sale in his shop, such as paints, oils, glass, varnish, putty and paint mills. Herbert’s newspaper 
ads increased in size and text in the 1880s to also offer decorative household items, such as brass umbrellas, 
banjos, frames, japanned tin panels, plaques, wallpaper and window shades, as well as artists’ materials that 
included Grecian water color paints, china paints, pastels, tracing paper and artists’ utility boxes (Figure 4.) 
 
Thomas Herbert married Anna Blackett on December 14, 1870, at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church when T.L. 
was 25 years old and Anna was 24.8 City Directories from the 1870s list Herbert as living in the 600 block of 
South Judson Street. In the late 1870s or early 1880s, T.L. Herbert’s store moved to a permanent location 
downtown at 207 Wall Street. The increased advertisements and new store space in a prominent location 
speaks to the success of Herbert’s business. The Industrial Revolution brought a profusion of mechanized 
décor to the Victorian era with printed wallpaper, ornate wood trim and embellished tchotchkes. The era also 
saw a wave of would-be artists trying their hand at painting, drawing and other decorative arts. T.L. Herbert’s 
store and its wares were in the right place at the right time. An 1886 article in the Fort Scott Weekly Monitor 
promoted Herbert and his business: 

His stock consists of a large and elegant supply of art goods, which he specially wholesales. He 
keeps on hand constantly, a large stock of window, door and fine plate glass. A superb stock of 
all the latest and most acceptable styles of wall paper. His stock of art goods is the finest on 
exhibition in this city, and reflects much credit upon the good taste and excellent judgement of 
the owner. All kinds of artists’ materials are carried in great abundance, and list a complete line. 
Special mediums for lustra metallic painting, metallic colors and varnishes abound in elegant 
profusion. Students and professors of the brush need not go beyond Mr. Herbert’s stock of 
materials to supply their every want. He has also a full line of studies on both spirited and 
gentler subjects, which the atelier of the artist would not be finished without. He also has in 
stock some very rich and unique designs in parlor decorations, consisting of a very lively line of 
Barbatine (sic) pottery, Saxon and Essex Brass, Porcelain, Japan and Satin plaques, and Japan 
and Ebony panels.9 

 

 
6 William G. Calhoun, Fort Scott, A Pictorial History (Historic Preservation Association of Bourbon County, Inc., 1981), 
204, 208. 
7 “Real Estate Transfers,” Fort Scott Daily Monitor, 19 July 1870, 3. 
8 “Marriage License,” State of Kansas, County of Bourbon, 14 December 1870. T.L. Herbert’s 1913 obituary mistakenly 
state that the couple were married in 1873. 
9 “T.L. Herbert.” Fort Scott Weekly Monitor, 30 December 1886, 12. 
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The October 1888 Sanborn map shows the house at 512 S. Judson Street as “Being Built” (Figure 3). The 
frame house with its irregular footprint was the largest house on the block. The combined area of the first and 
second stories is 4000 square feet with an additional unfinished 1000 square feet in the third story. The 
house’s interior and exterior ornate details were undoubtedly the inspiration of Fort Scott’s leading purveyor of 
painted finishes and decorative items. Mass-produced trim and decorative finishes were abundantly available 
from catalogues and pattern books (Figure 5). Herbert’s expertise in this area undoubtedly influenced the 
construction and detailing of his house. Searches of Fort Scott newspapers, however, have revealed no 
mention of the house nor its construction. Hired help was required to maintain the large house. Classified ads 
ran frequently asking for “Girl for general housework in family of two. Must be good cook.”10 
 
In 1902, Herbert ran afoul of the local painters union. The town’s three top employers of painters—E.P. Bowen, 
T.L. Herbert and Theo. Herzberger—refused to recognize a wage scale presented to them by the union. In 
February 1902, the union called for a boycott of the three Master Painters.11 The labor dispute was identified 
as the likely reason that three men attacked Herbert with a baseball bat late one evening in June 1902.12 
Herbert recovered and continued his business as a painter, contractor and supplier/hanger of wallpaper. In 
October 1902, The Fort Scott Republican heralded the newly redesigned and decorated Davidson Theater 
planned by Herbert and completed under his supervision. The project included interior remodeling, painting, 
the installation of new stage lighting and new stage scenery.13  
 
T.L. Herbert suffered strokes in January and December of 1913. The second stroke proved fatal and he died 
on December 14, 1913. His obituary paid tribute:  

The deceased was a typical Fort Scott man, coming here when this city was a mere village. He 
had much faith in the upbuilding of the town and always gave his best efforts and boosted any 
enterprise that was for the good of the city. He was a successful business man, conducting 
probably the oldest paint and wall paper business in the city. As he was successful in business 
life, so was he in private life, his unselfish and charitable nature winning him scores of friends.14 

 
In February 1917, Anna Herbert sold the house to C.D. Sample, a banker.15 The Sample family lived in the 
house until 1922. Margaret and William Root purchased it in 1922, living there until selling it to Dr. William 
Wilkening and his wife, Bethene, in March 1925. Dr. Wilkening was the city bacteriologist with duties of testing 
city water and milk from local dairies. The Wilkenings lived in the house for many years with their daughter, 
Kathern. During their time in the house, the southwest family room and bedroom were added around 1930. Dr. 
Wilkening died in 1960.16 Bethene Wilkening sold the house to Ernest Morrison in 1963. Morrison turned the 
house’s second story into an apartment. A second story bedroom became a kitchen and a north exterior 
entrance was created by removing the stained-glass windows at the landing of the main stairway. The main 
and back stairs were sealed shut. The house was also modernized with the addition of paneling, carpeting and 
a new kitchen with a lowered ceiling.  
 
Kenneth and Charlotte Lunt purchased the house in August 1979. They quickly embarked on the task of 
restoring it as a single-family home. Their first task was to conduct maintenance on the chimney, roof, gutters 
and brick walls.17 They bought back the missing stained-glass stairway windows and rebuilt the lower steps. 
The exterior was painted in a scheme that include seven colors. Paneling and carpet were also removed. The 
Lunts were active in preserving Fort Scott’s history. They opened the house for homes tours and other 

 
10 “Wanted,” Fort Scott Daily Tribune, 12 November 1888, 8. 
11 “The Boycott Is On,” Fort Scott Daily Tribune, 5 June 1902, 3. 
12 “They Waylaid Him,” Fort Scott Daily Tribune, 25 June 1902, 4. 
13 “The New Davidson,” The Fort Scott Republican, 2 October 1902, 5. 
14 “Succumbs To Fatal Attack,” The Fort Scott Republican, 15 December 1913, 1. 
15 Anna Herbert died in February 1938 at the age of 92 years. She was attended by Dr. W.T. Wilkening. 
16 “Fort Scott,” The Kansas City Times, 29 June 1960, 22. 
17 Paul Slimak “The House on the Billboard,” Victorian Decorating and Lifestyle Magazine, March 2000, 63. 
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celebrations. Ken Lunt served six terms as mayor and formed a friendship with Gordon Parks, Fort Scott’s 
most notable native son.18 Ken Lunt led a drive to beautify the formerly segregated Evergreen Cemetery where 
Parks’ mother is buried. The improvements convinced Parks to make Fort Scott his final resting place.19 
Charlotte Lunt died in 2007 and Kenneth Lunt died in 2013.  
 
The house was sold in 2014 to Mark and Ralea Degruson and then to Robert and Ronda Hassig, the current 
owners, in 2019. The Hassigs have completed several maintenance projects, including updating the kitchen 
and the HVAC system. The house is in excellent condition and is very well maintained. 
 
Fort Scott History 
Fort Scott (population 8087 in 2010) is the county seat of Bourbon County, Kansas.20 The town is located on 
the Marmaton River in southeast Kansas five miles west of the Missouri-Kansas state line. Fort Scott was 
established in 1842 as a frontier fort charged with keeping the peace between American Indians and white 
settlers. The fort closed in 1853 as Kansas Territory prepared to open to settlement but reopened during the 
era of “Bleeding Kansas” to maintain law and order between the pro- and anti-slavery factions. The fort served 
as a crucial Union Army base during the Civil War.  
 
The town of Fort Scott was incorporated on February 27, 1860. In 1863, Bourbon County residents voted to 
make it the county seat. At the end of the Civil War, Fort Scott’s population of 1800 began to grow. Thomas L. 
Herbert settled in the town at this time, choosing to make it his permanent home. The U.S. Army returned to 
Fort Scott in 1869 when the railroad came through Bourbon County. The troops were based in the town to 
protect railroad construction crews from angry farmers whose land was being confiscated for the railroad right-
of-way. The troops left in 1872 and railroads contributed to the future prosperity of the town, leading to a 
population increase and a building boom that lasted into the late 1880s. The area’s resources of coal, timber 
and agricultural products relied on the railroad which, in turn, brought people and commerce to the 
municipality.21 
 
Fort Scott became a first-class city in 1888 with a peak population of 16,159 residents. The city had a mule-
drawn streetcar system, a municipal water works, brick yards, machine shops, an electric light plant under 
construction and freight traffic that ran in seven directions. New downtown brick buildings replaced small, 
frame shops built during Fort Scott’s first wave of construction. In 1890, however, the Federal census recorded 
11,942 city residents.22 
 
Fort Scott struggled to meet economic challenges in the early 1900s. The 1907-1908 recession caused the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad to lay off thousands of workers, closing its machine shops for a week in 1908. The 
First National Bank of Fort Scott failed and closed permanently in 1908. The streetcar system shut down in 
1918. But several insurance companies were formed in the town in the early 1900s. Three railroads continued 
to served Fort Scott into the 1930s—the Missouri Kansas & Texas, the St. Louis and the San Francisco. The 
town had become an important division point for the “Frisco.” The town became the center of a diversified 
agricultural region that specialized in dairy farming.23 The Borden Condensery plant opened in 1918, operating 

 
18 “Gordon Parks warms to changes made in hometown Fort Scott,” Lawrence Journal World, 30 March 2003. 
19 “Final curtain falls on black ‘Renaissance man,’” The St. Louis American, 8 March 2006. Accessed online: 
http://www.stlamerican.com/news/local_news/final-curtain-falls-on-black-renaissance-man/article_44cac366-112e-5762-
89a2-914f3335e71b.html. 
20 The United States Census. https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fortscottcitykansas 
21 Dale E. Nimz, “Fort Scott Downtown Historic District,” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. 25 March 
2009. 
22 Nimz. 
23 Susan Jezak Ford, “Eugene Ware Elementary School,” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. 13 
September 2004. 
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until the 1950s. Fort Scott continued to lose population in the 1900s from 10,463 residents in 1910 to 8,297 in 
2000.24  
 
Conclusion 
The Thomas L. and Anna Herbert House retains its integrity in design, form, setting and materials. The house’s 
massing, multi-dimensional surfaces and grand appearance all reflect its original function as the Queen Anne 
home of a prominent family in Fort Scott. The Herbert House is architecturally significant as an intact example 
of the style and it is eligible for National Register listing under Criterion C. The house today is an impressive 
and distinctive example of Victorian-era architecture in a Kansas town. 

 
24 Nimz. 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ X Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:    Collection of owner 
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _Kansas Historic Resources Inventory #011-708____________ 
 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property  Less than 1 acre 
 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
 
1  37.8362   -94.7087  3       
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

2      4       
 Latitude: Longitude: 

 
    Latitude:  Longitude: 

 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
The property is located in the Fort Scott Original Town, Lot 6, south 12.5' of Lot 4 and the north 45' of Lot 8 in 
Block 168, coordinates 37.8362, -94.7087. The property is bounded on the north and south by property lines, 
on the west by a public alley and on the east by a public sidewalk. 
 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
The boundaries include the expanded lot historically associated with the Thomas L. and Anna B. Herbert 
House. 
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11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Susan Jezak Ford 

organization Citysearch Preservation date  6 July 2021 

street & number  3628 Holmes Street telephone 816-210-2096 

city or town   Kansas City state  MO zip code  64109 

e-mail citysusan@gmail.com 
 
     
Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name Robert and Ronda Hassig 

street & number  512 S. Judson Street telephone  913-439-7892 

city or town   Fort Scott state Ks zip code 66701 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each digital image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), at 
300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to a sketch map or aerial map. Each photograph must be 
numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of 
the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
Photograph Log 
 

Name of Property: Herbert, Thomas L. and Anna B., House 

City or Vicinity: Fort Scott 

County: Bourbon State: 
 
Kansas 

Photographer: 
 
Susan Jezak Ford 

Date 
Photographed: 18 June 2021 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of 15: Northeast elevation. Camera pointing southwest. 
2 of 15: Northeast elevation. Camera pointing southwest. 
3 of 15: Southeast elevation. Camera pointing west. 
4 of 15: Southwest elevation. Camera pointing northeast. 
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5 of 15: North elevation. Camera pointing southeast. 
6 of 15: West elevation. Camera pointing east. 
7 of 15: First-story entrance. Camera pointing east. 
8 of 15: First-story main stair. Camera pointing northwest. 
9 of 15: Stairwell window. Camera pointing north. 
10 of 15: Living room. Camera pointing east. 
11 of 15: Dining room. Camera pointing southwest. 
12 of 15: Dining room. Camera pointing west, 
13 of 15: Back stairs. Camera pointing southwest. 
14 of 15: Second-story hall. Camera pointing southwest. 
15 of 15: Second-story northeast bedroom. Camera pointing northeast. 

 
Figures 

Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below. 
 

Figure 1. Herbert House location at 512 S. Judson Street, Fort Scott, Kansas. 
Figure 2. Property site plan. 
Figure 3. 1888 Sanborn map showing 512 S. Judson Street under construction. 
Figure 4. Advertisement for T.L. Herbert’s store. 
Figure 5. Examples of millwork available for purchase through the 1883 J.W. Bailey & Son catalogue. 
Figure 6. Photo map 1—exterior. 
Figure 7. Photo map 2—first floor. 
Figure 8. Photo map 3—second floor. 
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Figure 1. Herbert House location at 512 S. Judson Street, Fort Scott, Kansas. 
(Google maps accessed 28 April 2021.) 
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Figure 2. Property site plan. (Bourbon County GIS accessed 14 June 2021.) 

 
 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018      
 

Herbert, Thomas L. and Anna B., House  Bourbon County, Kansas 
Name of Property        County and State 
 

 
 

19 

Figure 3. 1888 Sanborn map showing 512 S. Judson Street under construction.25 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
25 “Fort Scott Kansas” (New York: Sanborn Map Publishing Co., Oct. 1888), 11. 
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Figure 4. Advertisement for T.L. Herbert’s store. (Fort Scott Daily Monitor, 25 December 1886, p. 1) 
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Figure 5. Examples of millwork available for purchase through the 1883 J.W. Bailey & Son catalogue.26 

 

 
 

 
 

 
26 “Catalogue for Carpenters and Builders” (Boston, MA: J.W. Bailey & Son, 1883). 
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Figure 6. Photo map 1—exterior. 
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Figure 7. Photo map 2—first floor. (Susan Jezak Ford, not to scale.) 

 
Figure 8. Photo map 3—second floor. (Susan Jezak Ford, not to scale.) 
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Photo 1. 

 
 
Photo 2.  
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Photo 3. 

 
 
Photo 4. 
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Photo 5. 

 
 
Photo 6. 
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Photo 7. 

 
 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018      
 

Herbert, Thomas L. and Anna B., House  Bourbon County, Kansas 
Name of Property        County and State 
 

 
 

28 

Photo 8. 
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Photo 9. 

 
 
Photo 10. 
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Photo 11. 

 
 
Photo 12. 
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Photo 13. 
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Photo 14. 
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Photo 15. 
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Owner 
Robert and Ronda Hassig 
512 S Judson 
Fort Scott, KS 66701 
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