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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  
X private X building(s) 1  buildings 
 public - Local  district   sites 
 public - State  site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 1  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  N/A 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RECREATION & CULTURE: Theater  RECREATION & CULTURE: Theater  

  RECREATION & CULTURE: Concert Hall  

  RECREATION & CULTURE: Auditorium  

  WORK IN PROGRESS 

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

MODERN MOVEMENT  foundation: CONCRETE 

  walls: BRICK; STONE; STEEL; GLASS; 

    

  roof: ASPHALT  

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and noncontributing 
resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its 
location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
 
Summary  

The Winfield Fox Theatre at 1007 Main Street in Winfield, Cowley County, Kansas, (population 11, 

943) was built in 1950 in the Modern Style on the west side of Winfield’s Main Street. Still in the heart of 

downtown Winfield, the 50’ x 140’ building retains the vast majority of its historic integrity, including the 

original exterior façade, configuration of the lobby, auditorium and stage. It also preserves the details of design 

and workmanship in the entrance, front of house support spaces, lobby, auditorium and cryroom. Built of 

concrete and pumice block, steel, glass, and aluminum with minimum wood trim, the Winfield Fox was the first 

air-conditioned theater in town.1 Praised for its 

new arrangement with stadium seating instead of 

a balcony, the theater originally held 750 to 800 

seats and had the best theatre sound and 

projection systems of its day. 

In 1973, the Mann Theatres Corporation of 

California bought the building and managed it 

without significant change until 1980 when the 

theatre was purchased by B & B Theatres. The 

new owners “twinned” the theater and renamed it 

Winfield Cinemas I and 2, then made into a 

triplex by cutting into a small room in an adjacent 

building. After the cinema was closed in 2004, 

Winfield citizens formed Marquee, Inc. (a not-for-profit 501c3) and took ownership; and the theatre was 

returned to its original configuration. The only changes to the space made by Marquee, Inc. are those necessary 

for ADA compliance, and an attempt has been made to maintain the original materials and feeling. Marquee, 

Inc. is working to return the historic Winfield Fox Theater to its 1950s glory and transform it to become a hub 

for downtown Winfield entertainment.  

_____________________________________________ 

 
1. The spelling “theatre” and “theater” are used consistently to reflect the “re” ending chosen by Fox and other 

corporations for use as proper names, and the “er” ending in newspaper and common usage.   
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Elaboration  

 The Exterior: 

When the “New Fox Theater Now Being Built” was announced in the Winfield Achievement Edition of 

1950, the headline proclaimed it “To Be One of the Finest in Kansas” and added that it “Incorporates Unusual 

Features.” The article explained that the building would be “completely fireproof, of stone, steel, concrete and 

glass,” with only “a small amount of wood used in the trim.” The sketch by architect Sam Bihr that illustrated 

the article had an upper façade covered with smooth-cut native “Silverdale stone and structural glass with a new 

and unique type of marquee.”2 (Figure 1) However, when contracts were let for the remaining construction, the 

newspaper explained that the walls would be of “brick and pumice block” with a steel structure and the façade 

would be “Q” paneling, “of Robinson metal, to fashion a modernistic front.” The same material had been used 

in Kansas City and was “attracting considerable attention and comment.” The paneling would, however, be 

“surrounded by a frame of Silverdale cut stone.”3 

As constructed, the corrugated steel paneling was set diagonally, framed with 15” in stone, and painted 

in 1950 with high gloss maroon auto paint.4 (Figure 2) Remnants of the maroon remain, but the “Q” decking is 

now primarily rusted. A large temporary “Marquee Performing Arts Center” sign has been hung in the center of 

the exterior façade. (Figure 3) 

The dominating marquee on the asymmetric building measures 32’ wide and 5’ high, extending 13’ over 

the sidewalk and set 3’ to the left of center. The marquee retains its original green and red paint, and the clear 

bulbs still light, as do the ends of the marquee which display lettering announcing upcoming or current events. 

The yellow neon, which once moved in a “waterfall” effect designed to entice patrons into the theatre, is no 

longer operational, and the rose neon has been removed for safety. Large “FOX” letters once stood above the 

ends of the marquee but were removed when theater management changed in the 80s. The large metal letters are 

in storage and available to model for their replacements. 5 

The distinctive chrome flagpole holder and pole, now somewhat rusted, are mounted on the steel Q 

decking to the north side of the marquee. 

 
2. “New Fox Theater Now Being Built To Be One of Finest in Kansas; Incorporates Unusual Features,” Winfield 

Daily Courier: Achievement Edition, February 26, 1950. 
3. “Contracts Let for Winfield’s New Theater,” Winfield Daily Courier, March 7, 1950.  
4. “Color Composition of Fox Theater Planned to Increase Enjoyment” Winfield Daily Courier, November 27, 

1950. 
5. The Marquee, Inc. intends to restore the steel and Marquee as a future project.  
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Beneath the marquee, native “Silverdale” stone is rough cut into thin horizontal pieces. A trim of 15’ 

wide smooth cut stone surrounds the entrance and box office which are centered beneath the marquee. The 

original three double sets of crystal glass doors set in aluminum frames were replaced by Marquee, Inc. with 

four ADA-compliant aluminum and glass doors and side windows. (Image 1) 

The asymmetric façade is balanced by three large aluminum movie poster frames, one on the south and 

two on the north side of the façade. It is not known when the aluminum below the exterior box office window 

replaced the original red structural glass. It may have been when the exterior box office glass with the small 

round aluminum louvers for communication was replaced with the current solid single pane window, and the 

interior box office glass with the semicircle hole to exchange money for tickets was removed. The time of those 

changes has not been documented.  

 The Interior:  

 Entry Vestibule and Box Office: 

Inside the front doors of the theatre is a 12’ wide and 10’ deep entry vestibule with blonde floor tiles and 

insets for mats, now replaced by carpet. Florescent lights in an aluminum frame are set into the ceiling. Rough- 

cut stone walls are on both sides of the vestibule. On the south is an aluminum frame for movie posters, and on 

the north is the box office. (Image 2-3) Glass no longer separates the public from the box office, and the original 

sets of interior doors are gone, though the original aluminum door frames remain and create a division between 

the entry and the main lobby. The original aluminum box office counters remain, along with a visible round cast 

iron and concrete and safe. (Image 12) 

 Lobby: 

The lobby makes a transition from the asymmetrical exterior to a higher level of symmetry in the lobby. 

The 1980s movie theater carpet that remains in the lobby today replaced the original Fox carpet, which was a 

bold swirl design of red, green and yellow. The newspaper descriptions at the 1950 opening refer to walls of the 

lobby as chartreuse,6 but they were repainted in a rose pink in the 1950s, and then to a bolder pink in the 1980s. 

Though not documented, the timing of the repainting of the lobby may have been during the 1954 closure of 

several months when renovations were made to accommodate the addition of CinemaScope.7  

The lobby, 45’ wide and 26’ deep, feels semicircular and symmetrical because the concession stand is 

on the west side in the center and the east wall is curved. On the west wall, steps flank the stand on both sides 

and lead down to the restrooms; next to the steps are planters with rough stone bases topped with light-colored 

wood in a horizontal corrugated pattern. Ramps beyond the planters are next to the outside walls that lead into 

 
6. “Color Composition of Fox Theater Planned to Increase Enjoyment,” Winfield Daily Courier, November 27, 

1950. 
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the auditorium. (Image 4) The simplicity and flowing clean lines of the lobby, the detail of the concession stand, 

and planters show the 1950 Modern attention to craftsmanship and detail.  

The light-blue domed ceiling, originally described as white, is surrounded by a wide alcove that masked 

two continuous rows of concealed fluorescent lights, now replaced with minimal incandescent lighting. The 

alcove for lighting and front curve of the semi-circular concession area creates a bean-shape in lobby. 

Concealed spotlights accent the entry, concessions area, steps to the restroom, planters, ramps, and the phone 

and water fountain alcove.  

Like the wooden planters, the outside of the concessions area has light-colored wood placed in vertical 

strips reminiscent of the corrugated appearance of the exterior diagonal Q-decking. The concession area is 

framed by the original fluted aluminum pillars on the outside of the concession above the countertop and 

connected to the ceiling. The glass candy display remains from the 1980 renovation with the B&B logo. The 

area behind the concession counter has tile counters, multiple sinks, a refrigerator, and a popcorn popper 

modified by Marquee, Inc. to comply with ADA standards. 

The rest of the lobby is less symmetrical but balanced. To the south of the entry a rough-cut stone and 

wood planter separates the front doors from a small storage closet and stairs that lead to the back of the theatre 

auditorium’s upper stadium seating. At the bottom of the stairs is a door cut in the early 1980s into 1011 Main, 

the building next door to the south of the theater, where a large room was made into a third theater to create a 

triplex after the larger theater was separated into two sections. A curved wall crosses the south side of the 

theatre leading to the south ramp which runs up and into the auditorium. (Images 5-6) 

 Office/Box Office & Fountains/Phone Alcove: 

To the north of the lobby entry is the slightly recessed door, over which hangs the original “office” sign, 

as it was the original entrance to both the office and box office. That door now leads only to a second door into 

the small box office, which has only an interior counter and opening for ticket purchasers who enter the 

vestibule. The box office has its original brown tile floor and small shelves below the counter. The door to the 

space that was once the office has been blocked, and the space was renovated by Marquee, Inc. by cutting 

through the wall in the lobby to the north of the box office, and creating a hallway, ADA restroom, and storage 

room. (Images 9-12)  

The lobby utility room is further along the curve of the lobby’s north wall. The utility room contains 

lighting controls for the lobby, front of house, marquee and the new HVAC system for the lobby.  

On the north lobby wall beyond the utility room is a small alcove with the original large red structural-

glass squares backing the drinking fountains and placement for the payphone, which has been removed. The 

 
7. “‘The Robe’ Unfolds on Big Screen at Fox Theater,” Winfield Daily Courier, February 22, 1954. 
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two original tannish-rose-colored water fountains remain, one at a height for adults and one set lower for 

children. One of the original “American Seating” theatre chairs is now displayed in the alcove. (Image 8-9) The 

curved wall continues west to the north ramp into the auditorium.  

 Restrooms: 

Restrooms and lounges are located on either side of the concession stand. To the north side of 

concessions, original signage hangs above the door at the bottom of six steps descending to the “ladies” lounge 

and restroom. The approximately 12’ x 12’ lounge, gray with white ceiling, was originally furnished with 

mirrors, chaise, chairs, and vanity tables, but it is now empty. Most of the flooring is the original 8” brown tiles. 

A door leads to the ladies’ restroom, which has three stalls and two sinks and mirrors. It has the original pink 

tile to wainscoting height, now with gray upper walls and ceiling, and gray tile floor. (Images 13-14) 

On the south side of the concessions area, identified above the door with the original signage, is the 

“gentlemen’s” lounge and restroom. Outside of the lounge door at the bottom of the six steps and to the right is 

a door to a concessions supply storage room. (Image 15) Straight ahead is the door to the lounge which has soft-

brown walls and white ceiling. The flooring is 1980s 1’ square black and white tile. Now empty, it originally 

had padded chairs, a bench, and ashtray stands. The restroom, which has two stalls, three urinals, two sinks and 

mirrors, has the original British-tan wall tiles with soft-brown upper walls and ceiling, and the original small 

brown and tan tile floor. (Images 16-17)  

 HVAC: 

The original 1950 building had two separate systems for heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning: one 

for the auditorium and one for the lobby and front of house. Both were deemed unusable when Marquee, Inc. 

received the building in 2005. The new system installed in the lobby and front of house makes those spaces 

useable in all seasons, but the auditorium and stage do not have any operable HVAC, making them unusable 

except in moderate spring and autumn weather (as of 2021).  

To separate and prevent the flow of heat or air-conditioned air from the lobby into the auditorium when 

the auditorium is not in use, curtains have been hung at the opening of both ramps and a removable wall has 

been placed midway up the lobby stairs that ascends to the rear of the upper stadium.  

 Ramps and Auditorium: 

The carpeted ramps to the auditorium are slightly steeper than current ADA standards. The inside walls 

of the ramps continue the plaster painted in the same colors of the lobby, and the outside walls are the original 

dusky-red Roman stacked 1½” x 13” brick. (Images 5 & 8) The ramps rise into the 46’ wide auditorium at the 

division between the lower auditorium and the upper stadium seating (Images 18 &19). A total of 120’ long, the 

lower auditorium is 58’, and the upper stadium level is 62’ to the back wall. (Images 21 & 22) 
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The back of the auditorium section and front of the upper stadium seating is divided by a 4’ 6” high wall 

with a top trimmed of light-colored wood. (Image 20) When the theater was separated into two parts in 1980, 

the division was built on this dividing wall, but the wall was removed soon after Marquee, Inc. received the 

theater. The low railing wall and trim run beside the steps ascending up the stadium level to the top of the open 

ramp and connects to the exterior wall above the ramp.  

The front 20’ of side walls on each side of the auditorium feature wood running vertically to the ceiling, 

creating a corrugated texture reminiscent of the Q-decking on the exterior façade and the lobby wood on the 

front of the concession area and planters. Painted a dark green, the wood was originally cobra green, which 

matched the ceiling. (Figures 19 & 30) 

The stacked bricks on the north and south walls continue from the ramps into and throughout the 

auditorium, down the lower auditorium walls to the vertical corrugated wood at the front. The bricks are 

horizontal, 6’ from the floor at the ramps and 10’ from the floor when they reach the corrugated wood at the 

front. (Photos 19-21). The bricks are horizontal but angle up the side walls of the stadium seating at a height of 

approximately 4’ from the front of each stadium level.  

Above the brick wainscot on both side walls of the auditorium, the walls are pumice block which was 

originally covered with 1’ square acoustic tiles in natural oyster white (Photo 23). Tiles which had not already 

fallen off of the walls by 2005 were removed by Marquee, Inc. and will be replaced during the theatre’s 

renovation. The beveled strip of light-colored wood separating the brick from the upper wall was removed in 

the 1980 renovation but will also be replaced. The back wall is plaster.  

After removal of the theatre seats on the lower level and the old acoustic tiles, the theatre became 

virtually unusable, so old velour theatre stage curtains have been hung over walls from floor to ceiling as a 

temporary acoustic solution. A patchwork of temporary carpet pieces on the floors of the lower auditorium also 

helps dampen the reverberation between the curve in the auditorium floor and the ceiling. Restoration of the 

theatre will replace the acoustic tiles and uncover the original bricks, replace the wood rail, and return the 

theatre walls to their original 1950 look.  

The auditorium ceiling is flat and 35’ above the auditorium floor at the front of the theater. Originally 

painted a deep cobra green, it was painted black when the water-damaged ceiling was repaired in 2005. The 

“attractive field from which the star-like lights glisten brightly” was visible after the lights dimmed before a 

movie.8 The star lights were filled along with the recessed lights when Marquee, Inc. repaired the ceiling, and 

functional LED ceiling work lights were applied on the exterior of the ceiling. However, the original light 

 
8. “Color Composition of Fox Theater.” 
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positions can still be identified in the attic above the ceiling, which will allow restoration of both the recessed 

ceiling lights and star lights, and removal of the exterior ceiling LEDs. Set into the ceiling at the front of the 

theater are five recessed ceiling lights which once shown on the curtain when it was closed in front of the 

screen. They now shine on the front of the stage.   

The lower auditorium level still has its original slope, but all seating was removed by Marquee, Inc. and 

has not been replaced. Aisles divided the seating into center and side sections on both levels. On the lower 

auditorium level, a crossover connected the aisles in the front of theater between the seats and stage, and a level 

crossover at the back of the auditorium connected the sides of the theatre between the back row of seats and the 

stadium level. Aisles are cut into the concrete floors for carpet on both auditorium and stadium levels. The 

carpet which matched the lobby and ramps has been removed on all aisles. The auditorium aisles and crossover 

remain without carpet, though temporary carpet has been placed on the stadium level. 

At the top of the ramp that leads into the lower auditorium and next to the dividing wall are steps that 

lead up into the stadium seating. In the center section of the stadium area, 15 rows of 8” raised steps ascend to 

the back. A crossover connects the two aisles at the back below the projection booth. Light boxes were placed 

to light each step, but there are no longer louvered plates over the boxes, and the lights no longer work.  

The deteriorating seats installed in 1959 in the stadium section have all been removed, but 250 relatively 

new seats from an area venue have been installed in the upper stadium section. These are in good condition, 

fully functional, and can be used until contemporary replicas of the original seating can be acquired.  

On the north side of stadium seating and above the crossover aisle, is an area 13’ wide, which is 

separated from the rest of the theatre by a wall which has a door with a window. In the upper half of the rest of 

the wall is a large plate-glass viewing window which separates the 3 rows at the back of the stadium section, 

creating what was advertised in 1950 as a “modern cry room.” Newspaper articles and the program for the 

theatre opening herald an air-conditioned room with speakers and bottle warmers where patrons “can watch the 

picture without embarrassment while little Junior screams his loudest.”9 Because the cry room has been closed 

and unused for decades, it contains the only attached remaining red plush American Seating company 

“Bodiform” chairs. Unchanged, it has the original green walls of the room, remaining acoustic tiles, the beveled 

wooden trim rail between the lower wall and acoustic tiles, and the original floor paint (Image 23). These 

provide great research resources for the restoration of this room and also the rest of the theater.  

Behind the back center row of stadium seating and the back crossover aisle, is the central 20’ wide wall 

that divides the theatre from the projection booth. In the center of the wall is a doorway connecting the 

crossover aisle to stairs which descend to the east and pass the old mechanical room for the lobby’s original 

 
9. “Kids Can Cry and Not Disturb Patrons at Show,” Winfield Daily Courier, November 27, 1950. 
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HVAC. The stairs then turn south and pass a storage room before descending and turning to the west into the 

southeast corner of the lobby. (Images 24-27 & 6)  

On the south side of the upper level stadium are 20 rows of seats ascending with the running aisle to the 

east wall of the theatre. There, a fireproof door accesses the projection booth.  

 Projection Booth and Attic: 

Behind the fireproof door, steep steps lead up into the 12’ x 20’ projection booth with concrete floor and 

unpainted plaster walls and ceiling. The original projection windows and ventilation tube for the projectors are 

all that are left to identify the room’s usage. A toilet in a stall in the back right corner of the room was necessary 

for projectionists who could not leave the booth. A ladder and fireproof door lead into the attic above the 

auditorium. (Images 28-29) Walkways in the attic make it possible to walk over the theater to access lighting 

positions and ductwork by ducking under roof girders above the ceiling.  

 Stage and Exits:  

The shallow stage, 43” high from the front auditorium floor, with irregular concrete proscenium pillars 

running to the ceiling, creates a stage opening 29’ wide. The concrete pillars are approximately 3’ 6” wide, 1’ 

deep and run to the ceiling, framing the sides of the stage and creating an opening that is 36’ wide at the 

proscenium line. The concrete stage is 12’ 7” from the back of the stage to the proscenium line, 32’ wide at the 

back, 32’ wide at the front of the apron. It has no fly loft as the theatre was not designed nor used for 

performances other than showing movies. In front of the proscenium is a wood apron with a concave curve at 

the front, making the apron 2’ deep at the center and 3’3” wide at the inside front edge of the proscenium 

pillars. The total depth of the stage is 14’ 7” at center stage and 15’ 10” at the inside of the proscenium. At the 

proscenium line is a 1” rise from the wooden apron to the higher concrete that runs to the back of the stage. 

Plans are being made to extend the shallow stage 8’-10’ so it is large enough to be more useable for current 

events, and to level it so it does not have the 1” step down onto the apron.  

The original 1950 movie projection screen was flat and may have sat between or just behind the 

concrete proscenium pillars. But, in 1954 the theater was closed so that a larger CinemaScope screen could be 

installed, and the curve to the front of the stage may have been added at that time to create a base in front of the 

screen. A curved plaster border is directly above the curved apron, masking the front stage curtain track, which 

still remains.  

All 1950s and more recent curtains were removed through the years, but the original rose brocade border 

which hung above the screen has been located. Curtains, borders, and legs were hung from pipe battens which 

still hang behind the proscenium line above the stage. Temporary masking curtains are hung on stage to make 

the stage useable for late spring and fall events.  
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The north stage proscenium pillar connects above the north exit aisle to the corner of a concrete area that 

was originally created as a room for the theatre’s air-conditioning blower fan. The condenser and cooling 

systems were in this room. (Images 31 & 34) 

On the north side of the auditorium, the audience aisle angles to the outside wall at the front of the stage. 

A 5’ wide path runs below the old blower room, between the stage and outside wall, and also into the alley that 

abuts the west wall at the north corner of the building. (Images 30-31) Before the exit, steps lead onto the back 

of the north side of the stage. On the south side of the auditorium, the aisle also angles, but it leads to steps that 

descend under the front of the stage. (Image 32) Aluminum railings that were next to the steps that went under 

the stage, and doors under the stage have been removed in preparation of plans to create an ADA compliant 

exit. After passing under the stage, steps rise again to a 5’ wide path that passes along the side of the stage and 

to the south exit to the west alley. Before the exit, steps also allow entrance to the back of the south side of the 

stage. (Figures 32-33)  

 Basement:  

Next to the south exit is a fireproof door which leads to the basement. Nine steps descend into an 

approximately 12’ x 35’ basement. The steps are covered by a 4’ wide and 7’ long concrete enclosure that is in 

the southwest corner of the stage. The basement contains the remains of the original boiler and compressors for 

the heating and cooling systems. A tunnel is accessible for workers to go under the auditorium floor to make 

plumbing repairs in any part of the building. (Images 35-37) 

Condition & Integrity: 

In general, items that were beyond repair were replaced when Marquee acquired the building. Replaced   

or removed items include the disintegrated acoustic tiles, some carpets, some lighting fixtures, and the original 

auditorium seats. Overall, the theater retains its character-defining features on the interior and exterior. Original 

interior features include the layout and plan, lobby, restrooms and fixtures, tiles, stairs, and wall and ceiling 

finishes in the lobby and some of the auditorium. Original exterior features include everything except the 

aluminum doors, which were replaced, but are still in the original unaltered openings. Alterations that have 

occurred do not impact the overall integrity of the theater. “Movie Palaces” as defined by the Historic Theaters 

and Opera Houses of Kansas MPDF, feature architect design, cry rooms, lounges, an illuminated marquee and a 

themed design. “Modern” is defined as a theme for Movie Palaces according to the MPDF, and the design is 

carried throughout the interior and exterior of the structure, including the phone niche and concession stand. 

The Winfield Fox Theater has excellent historic integrity of location, setting, design, materials, and 

workmanship. All of these qualities represent and convey the historic feeling and association of the property.  
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8. Statement of Significance 
 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

 
Areas of Significance  

 

 ARCHITECTURE 

ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1950-1973 

 

 
Significant Dates 

1950 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Bihr, Jr., Samuel Wilks 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance (justification): 

The Winfield Fox Theatre opened on November 29, 1950. It remained open and relatively 

unchanged through the purchase of the theater by the Mann Corporation in 1973. The doors were closed in 

2004 by B&B Theatre Group, who had purchased the theater in 1980 and renamed it Winfield Cinemas I 

and II. The theater served as the only downtown theatre in Winfield after the Nile closed in the 1950s and 

the Regent was demolished in 1961. The Winfield Fox Theatre was the hub of recreation and 

entertainment for the residents of Winfield throughout the last half of the 20th century. (Figure 3) The 
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period of significance begins with its construction (1950) and ends in 1973, to capture the entire period 

when Fox Theater owned and operated the building from 1950-1973 (a span of 23 years). The period is 

defined by a clear end date, though it exceeds the 50-year guide, the majority of the period (21 years of the 

23) are less than 50 years, which is a substantial amount and allows for this exception. Therefore, no 

justification is needed for a building that is “less than 50 years” in the case of this particular structure. 

 
Criteria Considerations (justification): N/A 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance: 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period 
of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
Summary:  

The Winfield Fox Theatre (c. 1950) is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under 

Criterion A for Entertainment/Recreation as a movie theater and Criterion C as an example of Modern 

architecture and the “Movie Palace” property type as documented in the Historic Theaters and Opera 

Houses of Kansas Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF). Though the history of 1007 Main St. 

has an earlier theater association, beginning in 1907, the previous building was demolished and the 

Winfield Fox Theatre replaced it in 1950. The history exemplifies the historic context of “Historical 

Development of Public Entertainment in Kansas, 1854-1954,” outlined in the MPDF.  

America’s movie industry was declining in 1950 and beginning to move out of downtowns, but 

Midwest Fox, the area of the Fox Corporation which included our part of the country, chose to build a 

new movie theater at 1007 Main Street in Winfield, Cowley County, Kansas. With its love of 

entertainment and the arts, progressive attitudes about architecture, and economic strength, Winfield 

embraced the new theatre built in the Modern style.10 The Winfield Fox prospered for decades, and 

Winfield was virtually unaware that management had changed when operation was taken over by the 

Mann Theatres Corporation of California in 1973. 11 In 1980, B & B Movie Theatres, LLC purchased the 

theater and changed it more dramatically as they “twinned” and then made into a triplex.12  

Ultimately, the theater was closed in 2004, was received by Legacy, A Regional Community 

Foundation,13 and then transferred to Marquee, Inc., which was created by Winfield citizens to receive the 

 
10. “Finest Theater in This Section Opened in Winfield during 1950,” Winfield Daily Courier: Achievement 

Edition, February 26, 1951. 
11. Register of Deeds, Cowley County, Kansas, Book 275-31. 
12. “Fox Theater Changes Planned,” Winfield Daily Courier, June 18, 1980. 
13. Register of Deeds, Book 742-543. 
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theatre in 2005.14 Marquee, Inc. has slowly made significant steps towards saving the theater and returning it to 

its 1950s-style architecture, preserving significant character-defining features of both the exterior and interior.    

With the Marquee’s purchase of the neighboring building at 1005 Main, support space that connects to 

1007 can be added, allowing the Winfield Fox to return to its role as an historic theater, and once again become 

the cultural hub of downtown Winfield. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Elaboration:  

Winfield’s Economic Strength and Stability: 

Built along the Walnut River between the rich grasslands of the Kansas Flint Hills to the east and the 

fertile Arkansas River valley to the west, Winfield was in an area where food production was the largest 

industry in the county.15 Winfield fought to become the Cowley County seat and succeeded in 1870 became a 

3rd class city in 1873, surviving and prospering because of the location and work of the community and its 

leaders.16 Within 15 years, Winfield was building a focus on education and culture, creating institutions that 

brought educators, doctors, and other professionals to town in addition to factories and other industries. 1885 

into the 20th century, “there was a period of profound expansion.”17 In the first years of the 20th century, both oil 

and natural gas were discovered around Winfield, becoming some of Cowley County’s biggest industries, and 

much of that activity centered on Winfield.18 

In 1938, Kansas’ largest city, Wichita, recognized Winfield, a town with a population of 10,000, for its 

quality city government and management of funds, excellence of utilities, education, hospitals, industries, and 

religious life, calling it “Kansas’ Livest City.”19  

A flurry of flying enthusiasts found fertile ground around Winfield in the early 20th century, and before 

World War II, the local Southwestern College taught flying lessons at the city airfield east of town.20 In 1941, 

an airport was positioned between Winfield and Arkansas City, a town of equal size ten miles to the south. 

 
14. Register of Deeds, Book 742-544. 
15. “Food Production Largest Industry in County,” Winfield Daily Courier: 1873-1948 Diamond Jubilee Edition, 

February 11, 1948. 
16. Wilcox, Sally, Winfield and the Walnut Valley (Arkansas City, KS: Gilliland Publishing, 1975),    12-32.     
 
17. Ibid, 35-46. 
18. “Oil Business One of Cowley’s Big Industries,” Winfield Daily Courier: 1873-1948 Diamond Jubilee Edition, 

February 11, 1948. 
19. “Winfield: Kansas’ Livest City,” The Wichita Eagle, August 28, 1938. 
20. “Southwestern College Trains Fliers and Cadet Nurses,” Winfield Daily Courier: 1873-1948 Diamond Jubilee 

Edition, February 11, 1948. 
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Strother Field, as it was named, became a basic training field by 1942.21 From 1939 to 1945, records show that 

Winfield nearly doubled the amount of retail trade, with a significant amount coming from Winfielders working 

in the Wichita war plants during the war.22 When Strother Field was deactivated in 1945, it was developed as an 

airport and industrial park that quickly grew, adding significantly to the rising economy.23 

Despite wartime obstacles, Winfield had met the challenges with fortitude, a growing population, an 

increase in bank deposits, and the opening of numerous business institutions. But, by 1948, a national 

copyrighted survey showed Winfield to be a “prosperous market, with more spendable” money in the hands of 

the average family than is the case in most cities. This was “made possible by better incomes.” The 1947 

statistics showed that “the 3,400 families in Winfield had an effective buying income, after taxes and other 

personal taxes, of $17,364,000, an average of $5,107 per family. This was far better than the $4,308 family 

income elsewhere in the United States and above that of average Kansas earnings, $4,167 per family.” Winfield 

“stood out in Kansas … doing .96 per cent of the state’s business with but .52 per cent of the population.” By 

1950, Winfield’s financial strength and stability were established, and its post-WWII level of expendable 

income was exceptional.24 

Winfield’s Culture of Arts and Progress: 

Winfield has been a progressive community, promoting arts, entertainment, and education since it was 

settled in 1869 by an educated Civil War Colonel E. C. Manning, who was already an early Kansas State 

Senator and newspaperman. Incorporated in 1873, many early founders were doctors, lawyers, preachers, 

educators, and became town leaders.25 By 1878, Manning’s Opera House provided a meeting place for public 

purposes of entertainment, business, and education.26 Winfield also became the home of a major long-running 

annual Chautauqua from 1887 to 1924.27  

 
21. Joan R. Renek, Chairperson, Cowley County Heritage Book Committee, Cowley County Heritage. (Winfield, 

KS: Southwestern College, New Learning Center; Arkansas City, KS: Cowley County Community College, 1990), 98-99. 
22. “Commuter Bus Service Carries Many Workers to Their War Jobs,” Winfield Daily Courier: 1873-1948 

Diamond Jubilee Edition, February 11, 1948. 
23. Renek, 98-99. 
24. “Winfield Top Market, National Survey Shows; Incomes Above Average,” Winfield Daily Courier, August 

23, 1948. 
25. Renek, 25-26. 
26. “Winfield’s First Picture House Was on Site of New Fox Theater,” Winfield Daily Courier, November 27, 

1950.  
27. Cowley County Historical Society, Cowley County Heritage, Volume II (Winfield, KS, 2019), 14-16. 
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Within 15 years of its incorporation, Winfield had built a general education system with the first public 

high school orchestra in the United States,28 and civic leadership had encouraged the creation of two academies, 

two liberal arts colleges, a school of music, the Grand Opera House, and the Kansas State Hospital.29 In 1915, 

Good Housekeeping magazine quoted the high school orchestra director, Edgar G. Gordon, saying “music and 

drama in Winfield has been due, in a measured part at least, to the ideal local conditions.”30  

By 1915, Winfield was awarded the honor of “best city of the second class in Kansas for the proper 

raising of children,”31 and in 1928, an outside advertising agencies recognized the city’s progressive nature as 

“good buildings have replaced poor ones, …new fronts have replaced old ones, …new buildings have gone up 

on vacant lots, …(and) new businesses have been added.”32 

By the 1940s, Winfield’s downtown movie theaters were aging and in need of significant repair, 

renovation, or replacement,33 and in 1949, a new Winfield Drive-In movie theater was built to compete on the 

outskirts of town.34 Midwest Fox would have had reason to believe that Winfield would be able to support a 

new completely Modern downtown movie theater that would express the city’s vitality and pursuit of progress. 

Though Winfield has always been proud of the beauty of its tree-lined streets and the architecture and care of its 

homes and businesses, it was relatively unsentimental about old architecture, tearing down or remodeling the 

old and building in the latest style. Homes and businesses of Victorian, Queen Anne, American Craftsman, 

bungalow, Modern, and every architectural style of the 19th to 21st century stand today next to each other.  

It is not a surprise that Midwest Fox made the investment in 1950 to design and build one of the few 

Kansas movie theaters in the Modern style in Winfield, Kansas. Though the paint has peeled from the Fox 

Theatre’s façade and the neon no longer cascades down the marquee, more than seventy years after its 

construction, the Winfield Fox Theatre remains in the middle of downtown as it did in 1950, surrounded on 

Main Street by buildings that continue to display a wide variety of architectural styles, reflecting the people’s 

continued desire for progress. The theater’s renewal also reflects Winfield’s appreciation for the city’s history 

and the building’s historical value.  

1007 Main Street from 1907-1949: 

 
28. Joe D. Watts, “A Century of Music in Winfield, Kansas,” Cowley County Historical Society Museum. 

Accessed August 31, 2021, www.cchsm.com/resources/misc/music_winfield.html.  
29. Wilcox, Sally, Winfield and the Walnut Valley, 35-46.  
30. Edgar B. Gordon, “What Music Did for Winfield,” Good Housekeeping, December 1915,  Scanned and edited 

by J. J. Banks, March 29, 1999. Accessed August 31, 2021, cchsm.com. 
31. “Winfield, Kansas, Model Town for Rearing Children,” The Topeka Daily Capital, July 4, 1917.  
32. “High Praise for Winfield,” Winfield Daily Courier, February 1, 1928. 
33. “Zimm Theater Closed Indefinitely by Fox,” Winfield Daily Courier, December 4, 1940. 
34. “To Build Drive-In Theater,” Winfield Daily Courier, July 11, 1949.  
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1007 Main Street, Block 110, Lot 4 on the west side of Main Street in the middle of Winfield’s 

commercial district, was the site of the town’s first nickelodeon entertainment. An unidentified early Winfield 

newspaper on August 29, 1907, reported that “a scene of life…greets one who goes to the Nickel 

Theatre…these summer evenings. The music, the pictures ‘natural as life’ – the going and coming of the people 

from this popular amusement parlor – are calculated to make one forget his troubles.”35 

Owned by Nellie and Henry Schmidt, the Nickel Theater became the Jewell Theater in 1910, was 

remodeled, expanded and renamed, before management was taken over by Oscar Zimmerman and renamed the 

Zimm in 1919.36 The Winfield Theatre Company, organized in 1925, began management of the Zimm and at 

least two other Winfield silent motion picture theaters with major stock owned by L.M. Miller of the Miller 

Theater of Wichita.37 Throughout the theater’s changes from 1907 to 1949, 1007 Main was owned by the 

Schmidt family and was never used for anything other than the showing of movies.  

In 1930 the Wesco Corporation, controlled by the Fox Corporation, began management of the Zimm, 

and then in 1935 the Fox Midwest Amusement Corporation (Fox Midwest) began management of several of the 

most successful motion picture houses in Winfield, including the Zimm and its major competitor across the 

street, the original Winfield Grand Opera House, which had been renamed the Grand by 1910, and then the 

Regent in 1925, as it was renovated and renamed.38  

Though the Zimm was fully contained on Lot 4 and did not reach the full length from the front 

sidewalk to the alley, after remodeling for sound pictures the Zimm was reported to seat 814 

people.39 In 1940, Fox Midwest announced that the Zimm would be closed until further 

announcement, but did not say if it was from the condition of the aging theater, lack of sufficient 

audiences, or other reason.40  It was reopened, but on December 3, 1949 Fox local manager, L.H. 

Rockhold, “said that following the Wednesday night show, it will be closed and the equipment 

removed,” adding that the aging Zimm would be razed along with the building adjoining on the 

south, 1009 Main Street, Lot 5 of Block 110, which was purchased several years ago by Fox 

 
35. “Down the Pike,” Unidentified Winfield Newspaper, August 29, 1907. 
36. “Sells Interest in Zimm,” Winfield Daily Courier, May 8, 1920.  
37. “Miller Co. Organizes,” Winfield Daily Courier, April 22, 1925.  

 

38. Cowley County Historical Society, 49-51. 
39. Eastern Kansas Theatre History, Movie Theatre.org, accessed at Eastern Kansas cinema history – movie-

theatre.org. 
40. “Zimm Theater Closed Indefinitely by Fox,” Winfield Daily Courier, December 4, 1940. 
41. “To Receive Bids For Razing Zimm,” Winfield Daily Courier, December 7, 1949.  

https://movie-theatre.org/kansas/eastern-kansas
https://movie-theatre.org/kansas/eastern-kansas
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interests. 41The Fox Plains Theatres Corporation had, in fact, purchased 1009 Main Street in 

1944 from Nellie S. and Henry Schmidt, who had also owned 1007, since 1906.42 

Winfield Fox Theatre 1950 to the Present:  

February 26, 1950, after the new Fox theater had begun construction, the O. F. Sullivan made the 

announcement that, effective April 1, 1950, Fox Midwest had “closed its long-time lease on the Regent theater 

of Winfield,” which had been “the largest and considered the top theater.” O.F. Sullivan, of Wichita, said that 

his company, Sullivan Theaters, would remodel, redecorate, and reequip the theater with the latest in theater 

equipment. Including an elaborate modern marquee with neon.43 One might assume that the expectation was 

that the new Winfield Fox across the street from the Regent would become the top downtown theatre.  

On November 29, 1950, the new Winfield Fox Theatre opened with much fanfare, celebrating with an 

opening night program “Introducing The Theatre of Tomorrow for Today.” 44 In addition to being a fine movie 

theater for the entire family, generations of kids enjoyed air-conditioned and kid-appropriate Wednesday 

matinees during the hot summers. At Marquee, Inc. events of the recent years, Winfield citizens share stories 

about their memories of the Winfield Fox.  High School students were treated to late night showings following 

significant events like prom. For many years the Winfield Fox hosted New Year’s Eve watch parties for adults 

as well. The theater was used by businesses for special meetings and showings, i.e. John Deere Days, celebrated 

by the local farm implement company.  The First Methodist Church of Winfield used the Fox for their services 

in the mid-1960s while their nearby sanctuary was under construction, and Summer Dinner Theater actors and 

crew attended special private midnight showings.45  

In 1973, as movie attendance declined across America due to cultural and technological changes, 

including television, management of the Winfield Fox sold the theater Mann Theatres Corporation of 

California.46 In 1980, Dickenson Theaters of Kansas City and B&B Theatres of Iola, Kansas, purchased the Fox 

Theater and closed it so that it could be automated and “twinned.”47 The theater was divided with a wall built to 

the ceiling on the railing separating the lower auditorium and the upper stadium sections, with access provided 

by ramps to the lower level and the lobby stairs to the upper stadium. When it was opened the theaters name 

was changed to Winfield Cinema I and II.  Sometime later a third small theater was created by cutting a door 

 
 

42. Register of Deeds, Cowley County, Kansas. Deed Record No. 182, Book 182-129.  
43. “Sullivan Theaters to Operate Regent,” Winfield Daily Courier: Achievement Edition, February 26, 1950. 
44. “The Theatre of Tomorrow and Today – FOX THEATRE – Winfield, Kansas.”  Souvenir Program, 

November 27, 1950. 
45. “Stories from the Winfield Fox Theatre,” Collected at Marquee, Inc. Events, 2005-2021.  
46. Register of Deeds, Cowley County, Kansas, book 275-31.  
 
 

 

47. Register of Deeds, Cowley County, Kansas, book 299-362.  
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from the lobby into a small “Cinema III,” which was created in a room in the leased building to the south, 1011 

Main Street.  

On December 19, 2004, B&B showed its last movie at 1007 Main Street and moved to the newly 

constructed Cowley Cinema, built between Arkansas City and Winfield near Strother Field. The closure was not 

a surprise to Winfield’s patrons, as changing times in movie attendance caused by competing entertainment and 

other factors was reflected locally, as well as nationally.  B&B Movie Theaters, LLC offered the building, along 

with the Burford in Arkansas City, KS, which they also operated, to a non-profit organization in each town. 

Legacy: A Regional Community Foundation of Cowley County temporarily held the theaters until 2005 

Marquee, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, was formed to accept the ownership of the building for the 

cost of $1.48    

Marquee, Inc. began rehabilitation of the Winfield Fox Theatre, by replacing the roof on the building, 

repairing the ceiling, and removing the dividing walls that twinned the theater. The interior was cleaned, 

repaired, repainted, HVAC was replaced in the lobby and front of house, and ADA compliant changes were 

made to the entry, lobby and theater. The Marquee has saved the vast majority of architectural integrity of both 

the exterior and interior of this historic 1950s theater.  

In 2020, Marquee, Inc. bought the building next door to the north, 1005 Main Street, Lot 3 of Block 

110,49 so that room can be created for support spaces for the Winfield Fox Theatre, including street-front office,  

additional restrooms, a bar and service kitchen, handicap stage accessibility, and a backstage area with a 

greenroom, dressing rooms, and storage. Renovation and construction at 1005 will be designed to complement 

the Winfield Fox Theater’s 1950 Modern design and craftsmanship. The vision of Marquee, Inc. is “to create a 

dynamic cultural hub in the heart of downtown Winfield for social, artistic educational and social gatherings by 

restoring and transforming the historic Winfield Fox Theatre into a state-of-the-art facility that connects and 

serves the people of Winfield and southcentral Kansas.” 50  

Design, Supervision, and Construction:  

Newspapers reported that E. C. Rhoden, president of the Fox Midwest division, demanded that he “be 

convinced that (the Winfield Theater) will be so far superior to other theaters in the region that no other can 

begin to measure up to it…before it could be named a Fox.” Fred C. Souttar, district manager in southern 

Kansas for Fox Midwest theaters in 1949-50, announced the naming of the Winfield Fox Theatre, adding that 

 
48. Register of Deeds, Cowley County, Kansas, book 599-126.  
49 Register of Deeds, Cowley County, Kansas, book 843-27. 
50 Marquee, Inc. and Marquee Performing Arts Center mission statement, 2021, About 4 — Marquee, Inc. 

(marqueepac.org). 

https://marqueepac.org/about-us
https://marqueepac.org/about-us
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“only three other theaters have been so honored,” including Hutchinson, Atchison, and Hays.”51 Souttar was 

quoted as considering the Winfield Fox, a “pet project.”52  

The design, supervision and construction team included:  

Samuel W. Bihr of Kansas City, designer and supervising architect of the Winfield Fox. In addition to 

churches and other public buildings in Kansas City, Bihr designed the Stadium at Mt. Vernon, Illinois,  

for Fox Midwest, as well as the Fox theaters in Atchison and Fort Scott, Kansas.53  

Smith & Moon Construction Company of Winfield, general contractor. 

McGregors of Winfield, plumbing contractor. 

Fox Midwest, electrical and painting crews.54  

L. E. Pope, Fox purchasing agent and construction supervisor. 

A.J. Stephens & Company of Kansas City, MO, concessions counter designer and manufacturer. 

BuRich Neon Co., Inc., of Wichita, KS, marquee design and construction.55  

David Herlocker of Agora Architecture, LLC - 2005-2020 – Architect designing changes for ADA  

Conclusion: 

The Historic Theaters and Opera Houses of Kansas MPDF describes the differences between movie theaters 

and movie palaces.  

While they share the same essential form and configuration of spaces, the movie palace is distinguished 

from the movie theater by its unique, exotic architecture and large size. The interior and exterior design, 

materials, and workmanship convey the design theme, historic appearance, and function of the movie 

palace. … In addition, the form of the lobby, auditorium, stage, proscenium, and balcony must remain 

unaltered. …Other elements that communicate the historic function of the movie palace will include the 

marquee or other exterior signage and the arrangement of secondary spaces, including the lobby, lounge 

areas, and the staircases. 56 

The Winfield Fox Theatre is an excellent and intact example of a movie palace in Kansas. The Modern design 

and theme are reflected throughout the structure with the exterior elements like the luminated marquee, signage, 

 
51 “New Fox Theater Now Being Built To Be One of Finest in Kansas; Incorporates Unusual Features,” Winfield 

Daily Courier, February 26, 1950. 
52 “District Manager Souttar Is Frequent City Visitor,” Winfield Daily Courier, November 27, 1950.  
53 “Architect Sam Bihr’s Sketch of the New Fox Theater,” Winfield Daily Courier: Achievement Edition, 

February 26, 1950. 
54 “Contracts Let for Winfield’s New Theater,” Winfield Daily Courier, March 7, 1950. 
55 “Advertisements,” Winfield Daily Courier: November 27, 1950.  
56 Rosin, Elizabeth, et al, “Historic Theaters and Opera Houses of Kansas,” National Register of Historic Places 

Multiple Property Documentation Form. Historic Preservation Services, LLC, Kansas City, MO, (2005).   



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018  
     

Winfield Fox Theatre  Cowley County, Kansas 
Name of Property              County and State 
 

21 
 

and dramatic façade. The interior also reflects the Modern principles with the curvilinear walls, bright and 

textured designs, and materials. The Fox Theatre is an excellent example of the movie palace property type 

which is represented in its layout, plan, configuration, which remain intact. Additionally, the accessory spaces 

like the restrooms, lounges, cryroom, concession stand, and lobby are relatively unaltered and character 

defining spaces within the structure. The building is unique for its design and retains its historic integrity.  
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

10. Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property Less than one acre 
 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1 37.238898  -96.99764  3       
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

2      4       
 Latitude: Longitude: 

 
    Latitude:  Longitude: 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
The nominated property is located on Lots 4 and 5, Block 110, Winfield, Kanas. The property is bounded on the 

east by the paved Main Street, which is also US Highway 77, and on the west by a brick alley. Adjacent 

properties bound the theater on the north and south sides. Lot 3 on the north was purchased in 2020 by 

Marquee, Inc. and will eventually be used as a support space for the theater. 
 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
The boundary includes all extant property historically associated with the theater.  

     
11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Roger Moon, President 
organization Marquee, Inc. date   

street & number  PO Box 222 telephone  620-402-6688; 620-262-7700  

city or town   Winfield state KS zip code 67156 

e-mail info@marqueepac.org    roger.moon@marqueepac.org  
 

mailto:info@marqueepac.org
mailto:roger.moon@marqueepac.org
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Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name Marquee, Inc. DBA Marquee Performing Arts Center 
street & number  1007 Main Street telephone 620-402-6688 

city or town   Winfield state KS zip code 67156 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each digital image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), at 300 
ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to a sketch map or aerial map. Each photograph must be numbered 
and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the 
photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
Photograph Log 
 
  Name of Property:  Marquee Performing Arts Center 
  City or Vicinity:  Winfield 
  County: Cowley State:  Kansas 
  Photographer: Roger Moon 
  Date Photographed: 4/18/2021 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include a description of view indicating the 
direction of camera: 
 

Photo 
Number View Description 

#1 SW Exterior of the Winfield Fox Theatre, Marquee Performing Arts Center. 
#2 NW Entry with interior box office to the north, and doorways into lobby. 
#3 SW Entry with poster display window to the south and interior doorways into the lobby. 

#4 W Lobby with domed ceiling, concession stand, and to either side: steps down to 
restrooms, planters, and ramps into the auditorium. 

#5 S Lobby south wall with planter in front of rear stadium stairs, door cut into 1980s 
“cinema III”, ramp to auditorium, and planter.  

#6 SE Lobby south and east wall with exit to street, planter, small storage closet door, and 
rear stadium stairs.  

#7 N 
Lobby north wall with concessions, water fountain and phone alcove, utility room 
door, hall to ADA restroom and storage room, door to box office and inner doorway to 
front exit.  



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018  
     

Winfield Fox Theatre  Cowley County, Kansas 
Name of Property              County and State 
 

26 
 

#8 NW Lobby west and north walls with concessions, stairs and door to ladies restroom, 
planter, ramp to auditorium, alcove with drinking fountains and original theatre seat. 

#9 E Lobby north  wall with water fountain and phone alcove, utility room door, hall to 
ADA restroom and box office door.  

#10 N Storage room and door to accessible restroom.  
#11 SE ADA accessible restroom. 

#12 E Old office door and door to box office with concrete safe and exterior box office 
window. 

#13 W Doorway looking into ladies lounge. 
#14 E Ladies lounge with door to lobby, mirror, and door into restroom with sinks and stalls.  
#15 W Stairs down to gentlemen’s lounge and concession supply storage room.  
#16 W Gentlemen’s lounge. 
#17 NE Gentlemen’s restroom with stalls and urinals.   

#18 W Top of north ramp leading to stairs for access to stadium seating, the wall dividing the 
theatre, and the north side of the auditorium. 

#19 SW 
Auditorium and stage from top of north ramp.  Stone stacked down front on the south 
side of the auditorium was removed from railing wall on either side of the south exit 
stairs.  

#20 SE Stairs, stadium seating and south wall with door to lobby. 
 #21  E Stage view of lower auditorium and upper stadium. 
 #22 W Rear view of stadium, auditorium and stage. 
 #23  NE Cryroom with 3 remaining original seats, painted floor, walls, and acoustic tile.   
#24  E Stairs at back of upper stadium descending east and turning to go west down to lobby. 
#25 NW Old mechanical room with ventilation ductwork and storage.  
#26  SW Storage room. 

#27 S Stairs descending south to lobby, temporarily and partially blocked to maintain HVAC 
separation.   

#28 N Fireproof door and stairs into projection booth, with toilet stall in far northeast corner.  

#29 NW Projection booth with holes for projection, ventilation tube for projectors, and ladder to 
attic access.  

#30 NW Front of house wooden corrugated wall with stone base trim. North aisle originally led 
to exit door in wall, but now goes to exit beside stage.  

#31 W Path between stage and exterior wall, leading to house north exit to west alley. 
#32 SW South house stairs with stone trim which went under stage and back up to west exit. 

#33  SW 
South house exit.  Doors leaning against wall were originally at the bottom of the 
stairs. Aluminum railing leaning in the corner was removed from descending steps 
from  auditorium.  

#34 N North wall, cement stage, and curved wooden apron covered with fabric.  Concrete 
HVAC fan room above exit alley on north wall.   

#35 N Stairs leading down into basement from south house exit to west alley.  
#36 S Basement with old boilers, compressors, and debris.  
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#37 E Basement entrance to west tunnel accessing plumbing throughout the building. 
 
 
 
Figures 

Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below. 
 
Figure 1: First newspaper photograph of Architect Samuel Bihr’s rendering of smooth cut stone faced upper 

façade. 
Figure 2: Newspaper photograph of Fox Theatre’s exterior at opening. 
Figure 3: 1950s photograph of Winfield Main Street with the Fox Theatre on the west and Regent on the east.  
Figure 4: Photo key map of street level with vestibule, lobby, restrooms and ramps to auditorium. 
Figure 5: Photo key map of projection booth, upper stadium level, lower auditorium, and stage level. 
Figure 6: Photo key map of projection booth. 
Figure 7:  Photo key map of basement level below the stage. 
Figure 8: Photo key map of concessions and restrooms on lower level. 
Figure 9: Boundary map. 
Figure 10: Overview map. 
Figure 11: Topographic map. 
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Figure 1: 
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Figure 2: 
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Figure 3: 
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  Figure 4: Photo key map of street level with vestibule, lobby, restrooms and ramps to auditorium. 
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Figure 5: Photo key map of stairs, upper stadium level, lower auditorium, and stage level.  
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  Figure 6: Photo key map of projection booth, upper stadium, lower auditorium, and stage level. 
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  Figure 7:  Photo key map of restroom and concession level.  
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Figure 8: Figure 8: Photo key map of basement under the stage.  
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Figure 9: 
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Figure 10: 
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  Figure 11: 
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Image #1: 

 
 
 
Image #2: 
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Image #3: 

 
 
 
 
Image #4: 
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Image #5: 

 
 
 
 
Image #6: 
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Image #7: 

 
 
 
 
Image #8: 
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Image #9: 

 
 
 
 
Image #10: 
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Image #11: 

 
 
 
 
Image #12: 
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Image #13: 

 
 
 
 
Image #14: 
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Image #15:       Image #16: 

 

        
 
 
 
Image #17: 
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Image #18: 

 
 
 
 
 
Image #19: 
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Image #20: 
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Image #21:       Image #22: 

    
 
Image #23:       Image #24: 

   
Image #25:       Image #26: 
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Image #27:       Image #28:  

   
 
 
 
Image #29:       Image #30: 
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Image #31:       Image #32: 

   
 
 
Image #33:       Image #34: 
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Image #35:        Image #36: 
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Image #37: 
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