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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  
X private X building(s) 2  buildings 
 public - Local  district   sites 
 public - State  site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 2  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  N/A 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION:  RECREATION AND CULTURE  

Manufacturing facility   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY  foundation: BRICK 

AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style  walls: BRICK 

    

  roof: OTHER 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant 
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
 
Summary  
 
The Pittsburg Foundry & Machine Company is located at 104 N Locust St in Pittsburg, Crawford County, 
Kansas. The buildings (referred to throughout this nomination as “Foundry”) are located in the warehouse 
portion of the city, south of the dense commercial area. In general, the supply and machine shop building 
occupies the entire block and features no landscaping. The building is a large three story – 50 ft tall – brick 
masonry warehouse building that is 200 ft long (north/south) and 75 ft wide (east/west). The brick industrial 
building features a continuous gable roof with monitor roof and clerestory running 180 ft long and 4 ft tall. Eight 
(8) large window openings on the west elevation (partially infilled) are approximately 13 ft x 8 ft. Windows of 
various sizes are across the four elevations from small fixed square windows to standard size double-hung 
rectangular windows. The interior is characterized by its large open and industrial features such as the cast  
iron trusses, exposed wood and iron beams, rafters, and structural elements. On the northeast arm of the 
property is a historic Quonset hut related to the Foundry. The buildings retain their historic integrity and 
character defining features, such as its historic openings, forms, materials, location, setting, and industrial 
design.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
Setting: The Pittsburg Foundry & Machine Company buildings (Foundry) are located in Pittsburg, Crawford 
County, KS. The city has approximately 20,000 people and is home to Pittsburg State University. Pittsburg is 
approximately thirty-four miles north of the Oklahoma border, and five miles west of the Missouri border. 
Broadway is the main north-south thoroughfare which is comprised mostly of the historic industrial and 
commercial areas (central and south), as well as the contemporary shopping centers (on the north and south 
ends). Located to the southeast of the dense commercial core, the Foundry sits at the edge of the densely 
developed properties. Each of the surrounding blocks (N.W., N, NE, E, S.E., S, S.W., & W) around the Foundry 
contains larger scale buildings with industrial or utilitarian design. Businesses located around the Foundry 
include, auto body repair, gyms/CrossFit, packing company, equipment/machine supplies, storage, brewery, 
flea market, banks, and a church.  
 
The streets around the block which the Foundry is located include, E 2nd St to the north, N Elm St to the east, E 
1st St to the south, and N Locust St to the west. The Foundry sits on the western half of the block and occupies 
about one-half of the block divided diagonally. The property contains a supply department and machine shop 
running north-south along the western border/parcel line, and a Quonset hut running east-west in the northeast 
corner of the parcel. The supply and machine shop is a three-story rectangular brick masonry structure and 
stone foundation with openings on all levels and facades. The first level is the tallest, followed by a second 
level, and shorter third level clerestory. The two-stories Quonset hut is primarily used for storage 
 
Supply Department: The north portion of the building is a single-story barrel-arch roof with parapet structure 
historically used as part of the machine shop and (in 1923) the supply department. The west (main) elevation 
of the supply department features a four-over-five fixed steel window with accented lintel and sill (north bay), 
and two large bays; the middle with an over-head garage door. The south bay has a small storefront containing 
a historic wooden door with glass display window, tilted transom above, and a row of transoms above a large-
fixed display window. The north elevation is brick masonry covered in a concrete skim-coat. The east half 
projects several feet to the north past the west half. There are four fixed windows on the north elevation: two 
segmental arches with concrete sills and wood frames, and two three-over-three windows with concrete sills 
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and lintels. The east elevation features a stepped parapet and five historic openings – one window is infilled 
and another is closed. From south to north there are: one small square fixed window on the upper south 
portion, a two-light horizontal rectangular window in the lower south portion, one double door-bay in the center 
with concrete lintel, one infilled tall and narrow opening with accented concrete sill, and one large, infilled 
opening in the north portion.  
 
Interior: The interior is comprised of exposed framing and structural elements. The roof, walls, shelving, and 
divisions of space are made of historic wood framing. Some elements have been added for safety, such as 
additional wood railings and ties, warning/alert signage, and a contemporary overhead door for moving large 
products. A portion of the space has been framed and drywalled, with multiple doors, and fluorescent lighting. 
This space is now characterized as a finished office space. Character features would be the overall industrial 
and utilitarian design, exposed framing and structure, rafters, joists, flooring, and stairs. The space generally 
consists of a warehouse or storage setup and layout. 
 
Machine Shop: The west elevation of the machine shop contains eight large window openings measuring 13 ft 
x 8 ft and were at one point previously infilled with CMUs. The physical historic openings remain intact and 
feature concrete sills. Non-historic double-hung paired windows with reflective glass have been installed in six 
of the openings; they are framed with rough stone and feature two paired windows (total of four) per historic 
opening. Above the window openings runs a single span of concrete faced band running the full length of the 
building. Above the band is a painted sign approximately 4 feet tall and the full length of the building. The 
second level is distinguished by the running band of continuous fixed-steel windows at the top of the level. The 
third level is comprised of the monitor clerestory roof, also a band of continuous fixed-steel windows. The south 
elevation consists of only six openings on the lower level five rectangular window openings and one double 
wide opening now partially infilled with CMUs, a man-door, and covered transom (three windows, door, two 
windows). There is evidence of a previously connected building marked by the ghost/roof line just above the 
windows.  
 
The east (rear) elevation is divided into three sections, the north, center, and south portions; the south is 
stepped back several feet. The north portion features a distinguished stepped brick band at the top, and five 
openings on the lower level. Starting from the north end: a small two-light rectangle, a wide double door 
opening, a rectangular window infilled and with concrete sill, an infilled door opening, and another rectangular 
window infilled and with a concrete sill. The south portion has four original segmental arch six-over-six double-
hung windows, an equipment opening covered in plywood, an infilled rectangular window opening, and a man-
door covered with a metal awning.  
 
Interior: The machine shop contains a large open industrial space with upper-level windows, and monitor roof 
with continuous clerestory letting light into the large masonry structure. The interior retains the visible structural 
elements in addition to the exposed masonry, it features exposed metal beams, and intricate metal framing for 
the upper levels and roof. Some of the large open machine shop has been subdivided. On the south end, a 
small (less than one-fifth of the space) one-story space was added running the narrow-width of the structure 
creating smaller rooms. The walls are wood framed with drywall and the ceiling joists are exposed, previously 
covered in drywall and insulation. Other dividing walls have been installed using wood-plank siding – none of 
these walls continue to the roof, and a clear sense of open space and size of the structure remain intact and 
visible, including the metal and wood framing. One of the first-level masonry walls have been painted to add a 
more finished look to the usable space; this is reserved to only the first-floor level, leaving the upper two-floors 
exposed materials. The monitor roof was severally deteriorated and replaced in kind in 2019 during a 
renovation and clearing project. Character features would be the overall industrial and utilitarian design, 
exposed framing and metal structure, rafters, joists, flooring, exposed masonry walls, and large open space. 
 
Quonset Hut 
The building is a rectangular, two-story metal structure approximately 56 ft x 40 ft running east-west. The 
building is a Quonset hut, with a rounded arch metal frame and corrugated metal siding. One double-width 
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one-story metal sliding door is on the west elevation as well as a single air vent near the pitch. A dormer like 
man-door is located just east off center of the south elevation. The east elevation features a two-story, double-
width metal sliding door with a vent in the bottom middle of the doors, and a large square exhaust fan near the 
pitch; the slider doors open wide enough to allow access to one-half of the entire structure.  
 
Interior: The interior is comprised of exposed framing and structural elements. The roof and walls are made of 
metal and the shelving, floorings, and divisions of space (second level) are made of historic wood framing. 
Other divisions have been created with wood-plank siding. A portion of the space has been framed with 
additional doors and fluorescent lighting. Character features would be the overall industrial and utilitarian 
design, exposed metal and wood framing and structure, corrugated metal siding, and industrial/utilitarian 
finished spaces. The Quonset hut generally consists of a warehouse and storage layout. 
 
Integrity: The Pittsburg Foundry & Machine Company retains a high degree of all seven aspects of integrity 
including its original location and industrial type setting. While some of the design and workmanship elements 
have been minimally altered, none of the changes impact the historic integrity of the property or detract from 
the character defining features of the buildings. Character features are defined for each portion of the property, 
but generally the industrial and utilitarian form, structure, size and massing, use, and materials are important to 
the property. The Quonset hut and supply department feature more wood framing and warehouse/storage 
shelving, and some small rough finished rooms. The machine shop is primarily a large open room with 
exposed steel framing and masonry. The buildings retain their materials, design, and workmanship, which 
combined support the feeling and association of the building with its industrial past and connection to the 
Pittsburg Foundry & Machine Company.  
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8. Statement of Significance 
 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

 
Areas of Significance  

INDUSTRY 

 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

c1889 - c1953 

 

 
Significant Dates 

N/A 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

Unknown 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance (justification) 
The period of significance begins in 1889 when construction began on the first set of buildings on the complex. 
The Foundry was in operation by August of that same year. From 1892 until 1953 the building employed 
hundreds of workers creating millions of dollars for the foundry industry. The Foundry buildings were sold in 
1953, therefore the period of significance ends in 1953. The next business was a printing company in 1958 and 
the historic use as a foundry stopped. 
 
Criteria Considerations (justification) 
 
N/A 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of 
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
Summary  
 
The Pittsburg Foundry and Machine Co. located on North Locust Street in Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas, 
is significant because it demonstrates Criteria A: Industry. Pittsburg was platted in 18761 as a 150-acre coal 
mining settlement that would provide zinc and coal to the industry in southeastern Kansas and Missouri. The 
Foundry is locally significant for its part in establishing the town as more than a coal mining settlement by 
bringing prosperous industry to the region.  
 
The Foundry has some national importance because of strikes and riots that were influential to the labor rights 
movements after World War I that would set precedence for labor riots at other companies in Pittsburg in the 
future. This information would need further research and documentation which is not included in this 
nomination but is worth noting for future research purposes.  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
The area of present-day Crawford County was settled during the mid-1850s. Euro-American settlers arriving in 
1855 found coal in this southeast Kansas region. Most early Euro-American settlers came to farm during the 
time Kansas was still a territory and had homesteaded by the time Kansas became a state in 1861. But that 
changed for the Crawford County area once three railroad companies constructed lines through the region. 
The first railroad in Pittsburg, the Girard & Joplin Railroad provided service to Pittsburg in the late 1870s. At 
that time, it was the only one servicing Pittsburg.2 With the transportation infrastructure in place the coal mining 
industry could begin to form. Known first as New Pittsburg, the town was named after Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, “a long-standing industrial powerhouse located in the heart of one of the nation’s most 
productive coal fields.”3 By the mid-1880s, the main thoroughfare in Pittsburg was comprised of many false-
front buildings and businesses from groceries, hotels, milling, and more. Brick and other masonry structures 
began quickly as the town grew, including druggist, hardware, general stores, butcher shops, and 
entertainment like skating rinks and billiards halls.4 “In the late 1880s, the city’s merchants joined forces to 
create the Commercial Club, an organization whose purpose was to attract even more investment,” says the 
Downtown Pittsburg, Kansas Survey Report.5 The Commercial Club even created a pamphlet to attract 
investors which juxtaposed pictures of Pittsburg in 1887 and 1901.6  
 
1889-1903: The Foundation of the Foundry 
 
Constructed in 1889, the Pittsburg Foundry and Machine Company was incorporated in 1890, only 12 years 
after the town was platted in 1876. An early advertisement for the Foundry, located in its new complex, ran on 
March 3, 1890 in one of Pittsburg’s local newspapers, The Smelter.7 After the town was platted, Pittsburg was 
seen as a small railroad settlement with some coal mining; therefore, the population remained small. Just five 

 
1 Pittsburg Daily Tribune, February 9, 1899. 
2 See the Frisco Freight Depot, Pittsburg, Crawford County, KS nomination for more information about the railroads in the 

area. 
3 Davis, Christy, and Kristy Johnson. “Downtown Pittsburg Report Draft,” Report prepared for the City of Pittsburg, 

Kansas, August 2020. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
6 “Pittsburg, Kansas:  Its Business and its Beauties as Seen Through the Camera,” Pittsburg Commercial Club, 1902.  

Kansas Historical Society, K978.1 -C85, Pam. V. 1, no. 2. 
7 The Smelter, March 3, 1890. Advertisement. See Figure 1. 
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years after the town's establishment, there were only 624 occupants; most were miners and their families.8 The 
population of Pittsburg would not dramatically increase until a more stable industry was established.  The first 
of these stable industries was a smelting plant. In 1878 the first smelter in Kansas was established in 
Pittsburg.9 The introduction of the smelting and other industries other than coal mining led to a population 
boom from 1880-1890.  
 

…Pittsburg, Kansas, is twelve years old; has four of the largest zinc smelters in the United States now 
in operation and employing over six hundred men; two new smelters employing three hundred men 
now building and when completed furnishing in the aggregate a daily output of 120,000 pounds of zinc 
spelter…10 

 
The population had grown to 6,697 people, an almost 39% increase in population in ten years.11  Such a rapid 
increase in population would make Pittsburg the perfect place to establish a foundry. There would be plenty of 
affordable and cheap fuel from the coalfields, and the town was conveniently located near the railroad making 
exporting goods around the country feasible.   
 
The Foundry originally started making tools for miners, however, manufacturing quickly turned to producing 
larger machinery due to national foundry backlogs. On February 8, 1896 The Pittsburg Daily Tribune reported 
that the Pittsburg Foundry employed only 20 men but later reported on February 26 that the foundry "is now 
running night and day to keep up with the orders for their output.”12 Orders spanned from St. Louis to California 
and even parts of Europe.13 In 1896 the Foundry transported by rail three tons of machinery to smelters in Iola, 
KS and Nevada, MO. A local newspaper reported “It was the largest shipment of the kind ever sent out of 
Pittsburg.14 By 1898, the Foundry employed 40 men with an average salary of $2.50 a day (almost $82 dollars 
in 2021).15 However, per the Pittsburg Daily Headlight, the Foundry had enough work to employ almost 100 
men but lacked the necessary infrastructure. Although, in 1899 the Foundry invested in an addition to the 
building that would allow the Foundry to manufacture heavy machinery for local zinc and lead manufacturing 
plants. With the diversification of production came an increase in the labor force. The additional workspace 
meant the Foundry would need almost to double their labor force.16 By 1900, the Foundry buildings occupied 
about half a city block. Their annual payroll was $135,000 (approximately $1,132,000 in 2021) for the 70 men 
who manufactured "cars, screens, crushers, and breakers for ore in the mines…”.17 Furthermore, the Foundry 
manufactured iron casts that were supposed to be far superior to other regional foundries.18 By 1902, there 
were approximately 4,000 miners on payroll in the city of 15,000 people. The railroad industry was spending 
around $50,000 per month for 700 workers; whereas the coal industry was spending around $ 3 million per 
year ($250,000/month).19 Due to the technical skills required for mining and the need for skilled labor, Pittsburg 
State University began as an industrial education program around 1903.20  
 
 
 

 
8 Davis.  
9 Howell, Fred N. “Some Phases of the Industrial History of Pittsburg,” [digitized online]; available at 

0https://www.kshs.org/p/some-phases-of-the-industrial-history-of-pittsburg/12545  
10 The Smelter, May 31, 1890. 
11 Davis. 
12 The Pittsburg Daily Tribune, February 8, 1896. 
13 The Pittsburg Daily Tribune, February 8, 1896. 
14 The Pittsburg Daily Tribune, September 30, 1896. 
15 The Pittsburg Daily Headlight, September 21, 1898. 
16 The Pittsburg Daily Headlight, August 11, 1899. 
17 The Pittsburg Daily Headlight, June 5, 1900. 
18 Ibid. 
19 Davis. 
20 Ibid. 

https://www.kshs.org/p/some-phases-of-the-industrial-history-of-pittsburg/12545
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1905-1953: United Iron Works Company (Machine Shop and Foundry): 
 
Between 1903 and1905 The Pittsburg Foundry and Machine Co. was purchased by United Iron Works 
Company of Springfield, Missouri.21 The final form of the Foundry took shape between 1905 and 1913 (based 
on Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of those years), and employment increased from 70 men in 1900 to 125 men 
in 1907.22 Between 1907 and 1913, United Iron Works of Pittsburg remained stagnant. However, in 1914, the 
company gained a contract from the City of Pittsburg for $12,383.75 ($357,938.67 in 2021) to produce 173 
lighting poles for a new special lighting system.23 A contract like this, further documents the importance of the 
Foundry to the area, including the Foundry providing over a million dollars in income to its employees. With 
increased income, hundreds of other jobs would be established across the city. With more jobs and people, the 
city had to invest in infrastructure for those who had moved there to pursue a new career. Meaning, as the 
Foundry grew, so did the City. Even without the contract from the city, production continued strong for the 
Foundry despite World War I.  
 
The first decade of the twentieth century was a peak time for the coal industry and there were approximately 
10,000 miners in the Pittsburg area. The Downtown Pittsburg, Kansas Survey Report states “In 1910, 35,000 
coal miners walked off the job at Central Coal and Coke Company,”24 which was a large company in the coal 
industry in Crawford County. The labor movement began impacting these larger scale industries, especially in 
Pittsburg, Kansas, home of the Appeal to Reason, a socialist newspaper popular at the time. Technology kept 
changing for the coal industry and there were thirty-seven steam shovels in operation by 1916.25 Pittsburg’s 
miners continued to make national headlines through their strikes and activism.  
 
In 1915-1916 manufacturing equipment for smelters, mines, and brickyards were shipped across the United 
States and even abroad to Canada and Mexico. However, 1917 proved to be a tumultuous time. The U.S. 
entered into World War I, meaning that those who worked at the Foundry were either enlisted or drafted, and 
now there was a higher demand for work and fewer men to provide it, creating conditions for a strike. 
November 22, 1917, 35 machinists went on strike; they had been working ten-hour days for $5.00 a day.26 The 
strikers called for an eight-hour workday with the same $5.00 per day wages.27 There was a compromise made 
between the company and the machinists that the workday would only be nine hours and pay would remain 
$5.00. Immediately after the negotiations, the company published a bulletin that workdays would be nine and a 
half hours and pay would stay the same.28 Workers continued to strike until December 7, when the company 
implemented the previously agreed upon nine-hour workday.29 Pittsburg is just an example of the labor strikes 
that happened around the United States in 1917. Due to the actions of the Supreme Court upholding railway 
workers' right to an 8-hour workday, this strike might be a reaction to unfair labor. Although nationally, the 8-

 
21 A review of the Pittsburg City directories show the Pittsburg Foundry and Machine company was located at 102-118 N 

Locust Street in 1903. In 1905 the same property was owned by the United Iron Works. Similarly, the October 
1905 shows the ‘United Iron Works Co, Foundry and Machine shop was located here. See Figure 2 for a historic 
image ca.1902-1905 when the complex was occupied by the Pittsburg Foundry and Machine Co. See also 
Figures 3-7 for Sanborn maps showing changes in ownership and footprints of the buildings as they evolved 
between 1897 and 1923.  

22 Sanborn Map Company. Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas, January 1913. [digitized online]; KU-Spencer Research 
Library online, https://digital.lib.ku.edu/ku-sanborn/root.  

23 The Pittsburg Daily Headlight. (April 23, 1914).  
24 Davis. 
25 Ibid. 
26 The Sun, November 22, 1917.  
27 Ibid. 
28 Ibid.  
29 The Workers Chronicle. (December 7, 1917) 

https://digital.lib.ku.edu/ku-sanborn/root
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hour workday would not be ratified until 1938, the mass riots in the U.S. between multiple different unions 
would bring the 8-hour workday just a little closer.30 This would not be the last riot in Pittsburg.  
 
The concerns and focus of other labor riots were much the same as the one at the Pittsburg Foundry. Although 
in 1917, tensions seemed to die down, and work resumed normally until 1919. By June, there were 150 men 
working at the Foundry with a combined payroll of between $140,000-150,000 (a little less than 2.5 million in 
2021), and the production value is about $500,000 (almost 8 million dollars in 2021).31 This is due to an 
increasing number of people who can again run coal mining equipment sitting unused during the war. All the 
machines rendered unusable during the war needed parts, and foundries across the nation were having a hard 
time keeping up with demand. However, the United Iron Works Co. had the machines and men needed to 
meet increasing demand.  
 
Employment continued to max out between 1919 and March of 1922. United Iron Works plant buildings in 
Pittsburg take up an entire city block and was the second biggest manufacturing plant in Pittsburg. There are a 
total of 250-300 men constantly employed. However, their production value is waning, and their payroll 
continued to increase. In 1922 payroll is at $300,000- 400,000 (about $4.7-6.2 million in 2021) annually 
whereas their production value is only at 750,000 ($11.8 million in 2021).32 In the early 1920s, there were 
thirty-one mining companies in Pittsburg, and the changes to the industry directly impacted the economy of the 
community, leading to many unemployed after the steam shovels became an industry standard.33  
 
In 1931 Jas V. Henry purchased the United Iron Works Co. and is listed in the Pittsburg city directory under 
"United Iron Works Co" until 1953.34 Newspapers stopped mentioning the Foundry in 1922. The 32 years that 
both foundries were open (and there is data for) show that one building can create thousands of jobs and 
millions of dollars. Without the Foundry, Pittsburg may not have grown into a place for the industry at all, and it 
might have continued to be a small mining settlement on a railroad stop. Instead, it became a city with job 
opportunities and national recognition when it came to manufactured machinery.  
 
Other businesses located in the Foundry building: 
 
Pittsburg City Directories (1896-1963): 35  

1896 112 N Locust  Pittsburg Foundry & Machine Co   p. 87 

1903 102-18 N Locust Pittsburg Foundry & Machine Co   P. 141 

1905 102-118 N Locust United Iron Works Co     p. 287  

1906          “             “       p. 301 

1908          “             “       p. 274 

1910 102-108 N Locust           “       p. 264 

1912 102-108 N Locust           “       p. 253 

1914 108 N Locust            “       p. 354 

1916 112 N Locust            “       p. 400 
 

30 “Eight Hour Day (1916): Topics in Chronicling America”, [digitized online]; available at https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-
america-eight-hour-day.  

31 Ibid. 
32 Pittsburg Sun, March 10, 1922 
33 Davis. 
34 Register of Deeds office, Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas.  
35 Pittsburg City Directory(s) were accessed online at ancestry.com 

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-eight-hour-day
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-eight-hour-day
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1919 102 N Locust            “       p. 420 

1926 102-12 N Locust           “       p. 360 

1928           “                “       p. 328 

1930           “             “       p. 287 

1933           “             “       p. 298 

1936           “             “       p. 331 

1938           “             “       p. 316 

1940           “             “       p. 282 

1942           “             “       p. 291 

1947 Last ½ of the directory was missing 

1949 108 N Locust  United Iron Works Co     p. 319 

1951           “                           “       p. 334 

1953           “                                  “       p. 331 

1955 Last ½ of the directory was missing 

1956 108 N Locust  Vacant       p. 343 

1958 104-16 N Locust Pettcraft [sic.] Inc (prntg) phone 2772   p. 373 
               108 N Locust  Vacant 
1960-1963  102 N Locust Cremer’s Monument Co Inc (plant) phone AD1-6548 p. 89 (green) 
               104-18 N Locust Pittscraft Inc (prntg) phone AD1-6200  
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9.  Major Bibliographical References  
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
 

City Directories, Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas. 

Davis, Christy, and Kristy Johnson. “Downtown Pittsburg Report Draft,” Report prepared for the City of Pittsburg, Kansas, 

August 2020. 

“Eight Hour Day (1916): Topics in Chronicling America”, [digitized online]; available at https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-

america-eight-hour-day.  

Howell, Fred N. “Some Phases of the Industrial History of Pittsburg,” [digitized online]; available at 

https://www.kshs.org/p/some-phases-of-the-industrial-history-of-pittsburg/12545  

National Register of Historic Places, Frisco Freight Depot, Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas. Listed July 10, 2017. 

“Pittsburg, Kansas:  Its Business and its Beauties as Seen Through the Camera,” Pittsburg Commercial Club, 1902.  

Kansas Historical Society, K978.1 -C85, Pam. V. 1, no. 2. 

Register of Deeds office, Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas.  

Sanborn Map Company. Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas, January 1913. [digitized online]; KU-Spencer Research 

Library online, https://digital.lib.ku.edu/ku-sanborn/root. 

 
Newspapers: 
Pittsburg Sun 

The Pittsburg Daily Tribune 

The Pittsburg Daily Headlight 

The Smelter 

The Workers Chronicle 

 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property  1 
 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-eight-hour-day
https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-eight-hour-day
https://www.kshs.org/p/some-phases-of-the-industrial-history-of-pittsburg/12545
https://digital.lib.ku.edu/ku-sanborn/root
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1 37.408716   -94.703120   2       
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
The boundary for the Pittsburg Foundry & Machine Co begins at the northeast corner of Lot 142, Block 38: 
south 50 ft, west 58.2 ft, south 49.5 ft, west 21.7 ft, s 134 ft, west 15 ft, south 5 ft, west 75 ft, north 204.5 ft, 
east 34 ft, north 9 ft, east 136 ft. The boundary includes the Quonset hut, and machine shop/supply 
department building.  
 

 
Image from the Crawford County Assessors Records: accessed October 2021. 

 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
The boundary is the full parcel boundary which includes the footprint of the machine shop/supply department 
masonry building, and the Quonset hut (in the northeast portion of the boundary). The boundary is tied to the 
property historically associated with the Foundry as it stands today. The Foundry originally occupied the entire 
half-block of 38. However, the diagonal-southeast portion, historically tied to the property no longer possess 
any historic structures associated with the Foundry and is therefore excluded from the nomination boundary.  
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11. Form Prepared By  

name/title   Haylee Rose, Intern; Rick Anderson, NR Historian; Jamee Fiore, National Register Coordinator 

organization  Kansas Historical Society SHPO date  September 2021 

street & number  6425 SW 6th Ave telephone   

city or town   Topeka state KS zip code 66615 

e-mail National Register: jamee.fiore@ks.gov  
 
     
Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name Buster 2 LLC (Larry Fields) 

street & number  1704 N Locust St telephone   

city or town   Pittsburg state KS  zip code 66762 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Figures: 
Figure 1: Boundary Map 
Figure 2: Overview Map 
Figure 3: Topographic Map 
Figure 4: Advertisement: The Smelter. (Pittsburg, KS) 03/22/1890 
Figure 5: Image ca. 1902-1905: the Pittsburg Foundry and Machine Company 
Figure 6: Sanborn map: August 1897, Sheet 5 
Figure 7: Sanborn map: November 1902, Sheet 11 
Figure 8: Sanborn map: October 1905, Sheet 10 
Figure 9: Sanborn map: January 1913, Sheet 21 
Figure 10: Sanborn map: April 1924, Sheet 09 
 
 
 

mailto:jamee.fiore@ks.gov
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Figure 1 
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Figure 2  
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Figure 3 
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Figure 4 Advertisement: The Smelter. (Pittsburg, KS) 03/22/1890 
 

 
Figure 5 Image ca. 1902-1905: the Pittsburg Foundry and Machine Company 
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Figures 6 Sanborn map: August 1897, Sheet 5 
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Figure 7 Sanborn map: November 1902, Sheet 11 
 

 
 

Figure 8 Sanborn map: October 1905, Sheet 10 
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Figure 9 Sanborn map: January 1913, Sheet 21 
 

 
 

Figure 10 Sanborn map: April 1924, Sheet 09 
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Photographs 
 
 Name of Property:  Pittsburg Foundry & Machine Co 
 City or Vicinity:  Pittsburg 
 County: Crawford State:  KS 
 Photographer: Jamee Fiore, KS-SHPO 
 Date Photographed: June 2019 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include a description of view indicating the direction of 

camera: 
 

Photo 
Number View Description 

1  South and west (main) elevation 
2  Machine shop west elevation 
3  West elevation 
4  Supply dept close up, west elevation 
5  South elevation 
6  South and east elevation 
7  East elevation 
8  Supply dept, east elevation 
9  North and east elevations 

10  Overview of the foundry and Quonset hut 
11  Supply dept and machine shop north and west elevations 
12  Supply dept, details on west elevation 
13  Interior, supply dept  
14  Interior, supply dept office space 
15  Interior, machine shop main room 
16  Interior, machine shop main room 
17  Interior, machine shop main room 
18  Interior, machine shop main room 
19  Interior, machine shop main room 
20  Interior, machine shop office space 
21  Interior, machine shop office space 
22  Quonset hut, north and west elevations 
23  Quonset hut, west elevation 
24  Quonset hut, east and south elevations 
25  Quonset hut, north and east elevations 
26  Interior, lower level of the Quonset hut 
27  Interior, upper level of the Quonset hut 
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Photo 1 

 
 

 
Photo 2 
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Photo 3 

 
 

 
Photo 4 
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Photo 5 

 
 

 
Photo 6 
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Photo 7 

 
 

 
Photo 8 
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Photo 9 

 
 

 
Photo 10 
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Photo 11 

 
 

 
Photo 12 
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Photo 13 

 
 

 
Photo 14 
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Photo 15 

 
 

 
Photo 16 
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Photo 17 

 
 

 
Photo 18 
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Photo 19 

 
 

 
Photo 20 
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Photo 21 

 
 

 
Photo 22 
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Photo 23 

 
 

 
Photo 24 
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Photo 25 

 
 

 
Photo 26 
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Photo 27 
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