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The Windsor Hotel located at 421 North Main in Garden City is
one of the most distinctive works of Renaissance architecture in
southwest Kansas. The four-story building, which has a basement,
measures approximately 120 feet long, 100 feet wide, and 55 feet high.
It features an entrance tower of an additional story at the northeast
corner.

The exterior walls are of native limestone and red bricks which
were fired in a local kiln. The windows on the east facade are rectan-
gular with flat arched tops, clear glass, and wood frames. The
arched lintels are cut stone and the sills are a combination of cut
stone and brick. Brick pilasters flank each window, and many of them
have stone capitals superimposed at the second and third floor levels.

% stamped metal eave and cornice covers the brick parapet on the

east front. Seven small pinnacles rise above the top of the parapet
as extensions of the brick pilasters; evidence indicates that two .
additional pinnacles have been removed. The hotel has a flat tar roof.

The most distinctive feature of the hotel is the sguare tower
over the main entrance at the northeast corner. Although the tower
does not project ocutward from the building, it does project majestically
upward. It has a hip roof with a flat top arocund which an ornamental
iron railing is placed. A gabled dormer window projects from each
of the four sides of the tower roof, and on the ridge of each is also
an irom railing.

on the interior the main point of interest is the mezzanine
lobby which runs north-south on the second floor. It extends upward
for three stories and is topped by a huge skylight. On three sides
the lobby walls are lined with balconies, and on the fourth side two
long solid mahogany ‘stairways converge at the bottom. Rooms on each
floor are arranged in two rows around the outside of the building;
those on the interior open ontc the central court created by the
mezzanine lobby.

Originally the hotel had 125 guest rooms. After remodeling and
modernizing there are presently B5 rooms. B&A portion of the first flecor
now houses some commercial enterprises and the fronts of these businesses |
have been altered with the use of aluminum frame deors and windows,
green-painted brick, and blue and orange metal. From the second floor
up the exterior of the building presents basically the same appearance
as it did originally.
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