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1. Name of Property 

Historic name   Clay Center Downtown Historic District 

Other names/site number KHRI# 027-310 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing NA 

2. Location 

Street & number  Fourth to Sixth Street, Court to Lincoln Avenue  NA   not for publication 

City or town    Clay Center  NA    Vicinity 

State  Kansas Code KS County  Clay Code 027 Zip code  67432 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    x    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property   x _  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

       national             statewide         x    local         Applicable National Register Criteria:   x     A          B        C      ___D               

  

   
Signature of certifying official/Title  Patrick Zollner, Deputy SHPO                           Date 

Kansas State Historical Society   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.  

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

4. National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   

            entered in the National Register                                                                     determined eligible for the National Register             
           

            determined not eligible for the National Register                                             removed from the National Register  
    

           other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               

                                                                                                                      

   

  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5. Classification  
 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private  building(s) 55 24 Buildings 

X public - Local X district 1  Sites 

 public - State  site   Structures 

X public - Federal  structure 1  Objects 

   object           57 24 Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  2 
                                             

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

COMMERCE/TRADE  COMMERCE/TRADE 

SOCIAL  SOCIAL 

GOVERNMENT  GOVERNMENT 

TRANSPORTATION  TRANSPORTATION 

   

   

   
 

   

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Materials  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE VICTORIAN:  Italianate  foundation: STONE, CONCRETE 

LATE 19TH & 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:    walls: 

STONE, BRICK, CONCRETE BLOCK, 

CONCRETE 

Classical Revival, Spanish Revival    

LATE 19TH & 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN 

MOVEMENTS: Commercial  roof: ASPHALT, TILE 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant 
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   

 
Summary  
Located on a gently rising slope above the Republican River to the south and Huntress Creek to the west, the 
Clay Center Downtown Historic District is located in the center of the larger commercial district of Clay Center, 
Kansas (pop. 4,334). Throughout its history, Clay Center has served as an agricultural market town for the 
surrounding trade area in the Republican River valley. The historic district includes the central core area of the 
historic commercial district that developed in the 1870s and 1880s. In 1973, a major tornado damaged some 
buildings on the south side and east side of downtown but missed the buildings now included in the historic 
district. 
 
A substantial percentage of the buildings in the Clay Center Downtown Historic District retain sufficient 
architectural integrity to contribute to the appearance and feeling of the district. The district consists of 55 
contributing buildings, 2 National Register-listed buildings,  1 contributing site, 1 contributing object, and 24 
non-contributing buildings for a total of 83 historic properties. The courthouse square is included in the district 
as a designed landscape, and the G.A.R. memorial statue located southwest of the courthouse is included as a 
sculpture. Only two buildings in the Clay Center Downtown Historic District are individually listed on the 
National Register. These are the Clay County Courthouse and the Clay Center Carnegie Library.  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
The Clay Center Downtown Historic District is a roughly rectangular area of approximately four blocks with 
irregular boundaries (see map). Beginning at the northeast corner of Lot 11, Block 31, including the U.S. Post 
Office (806 6th Street), the district boundary extends west on the alley behind the buildings on the 400 block of 
Court Street to the southeast corner of Lot 10, Block 30. Then the boundary runs north on the east lot line of 
Lots 8-9-10 to include 816 5th Street, then west to the midline of 5th Street. The boundary runs south on the 
midline of 5th Street, then west on the alley behind the buildings on the 500 block of Court Street to the 
northeast corner of the west 50 feet of Lot 13. The boundary runs north on the east lot lines of Lots 10-11-12-
13, Block 29, to include two buildings (810 and 812 4th Street), then west to the midline of 4th Street. The west 
boundary of the district runs south to a point west of the alley behind the buildings on the south side of the 400 
block of Lincoln Avenue, then east on the alley to the northwest corner of Lot 10, Block 42. Then the boundary 
runs south on the lot line to the midline of Grant Avenue, then east to the midline of 5th Street.  The boundary 
runs north to a point west of the alley behind the buildings on the 500 block of Lincoln Avenue, then east to a 
point 12.5 feet west of the southeast corner of Lot 8, Block 43. The boundary runs north to the midline of 
Lincoln Avenue, then east to the southeast corner of Lot 13, Block 36, then north on the alley to the point of 
beginning.  
 
Most of the extant historic buildings have uniform setbacks with the building fronts extending to the sidewalk. 
Brick is the primary building material with some stone, concrete block, concrete, and aluminum metal screens. 
Generally, buildings are one and two stories tall. Most of the buildings in the district are two-part and one-part 
commercial blocks.1  As defined by Richard Longstreth, the two-part commercial block is the “most common 
type of composition used for small and moderate-sized commercial buildings throughout the county.”2  These 
buildings feature a distinction between the storefront level and the upper zone. Most storefronts have 
symmetrically arranged facades with large display windows flanking a central entrance. The one-part 
commercial block has only a single story, which is similar to the storefront of the two-part commercial block. 
These commercial buildings generally have low-sloping or flat roofs behind raised parapets. A few significant 

 
1 Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street Washington, DC:  Preservation Press, 1987), 24, 54. 
2 Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street, 24. 
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buildings—First National Bank, Post Office—are enframed blocks. These building types are typical of the 
buildings found in central and neighborhood commercial districts.3 
 
The historic buildings in the Clay Center Downtown District represent several architectural style classifications:  
Late Victorian—Italianate; Early Twentieth-Century American Movements—Commercial, Classical Revival, and 
Spanish Revival. The largest group from the late nineteenth century is Italianate with twenty examples. The 
largest group from the early twentieth century is Commercial style with thirty examples. There are seven 
Classical Revival examples and a few examples of an assortment of other classifications:  Romanesque, 
Mission, Eclectic, Minimal Commercial, Mission, Modern, Utilitarian, and No Style. 
 
The district includes thirty-two buildings constructed before 1900, thirty constructed between 1900 and 1929, 
eight constructed between 1930 and 1945, six constructed between 1946 and 1970, and four buildings 
constructed after 1970.  
 
As the developmental history in Section 8 of the nomination outlines, Clay Center experienced an economic 
boom and dramatic population increase in the 1880s, then a period of recession and stasis in the 1890s, and a 
period of gradual growth from ca. 1900 through the 1920s. After recovering from the Depression of the 1930s, 
the businesses of Clay Center prospered from ca. 1940 through the 1960s. Since then, the community has 
remained economically stable, with a slightly declining population. 
 
As railroads reached the Clay Center townsite in 1873, 1882, and 1887, business owners constructed 
contiguous commercial buildings –first wood-frame, then stone and brick—on Lincoln Avenue, the west side of 
Fifth Street, and the north side of Court Street. Commercial development also appeared on Grant Avenue and 
further to the west on Court Street.  
 
Historically, the plan of downtown Clay Center is an example of the “Shelbyville Square,” which includes the 
central Clay County Courthouse. Unlike some other Kansas examples, however, the Clay Center business 
district developed more completely to the west, probably because of the proximity to the railroad, milling, and 
other industrial businesses. Named after the prototype in Shelbyville, Tennessee, the square uses a block of 
the grid plan for a public square. As settlement spread throughout the Midwest, this plan quickly became the 
most common county-seat plan in new counties in most Midwestern states. Some county seats were laid out in 
the Shelbyville pattern as late as 1900.4 
 
In an analysis of town planning in early Kansas, historian James C. Malin identified three types of town plans:  
those oriented to river navigation, to the public square, and to main streets. Malin concluded that the town built 
around a square followed the southern tradition where the county was the minimal unit of local government. He 
believed that this plan type was carried north of the Ohio River along with other cultural traits by emigrants to 
Kansas who were accustomed to the public square orientation. In territorial Kansas, this town plan was 
characteristic of towns founded by free state emigrants. After the Civil War, when the areas of central and 
western Kansas were settled, both the public square and the main street plans were used.5 
 
The downtown Clay Center business district developed with two primary activity nodes:  the courthouse square 
to the east and the Union Pacific and Rock Island railroad depots to the southwest. The square occupies one 
block between Fifth and Sixth Streets and between Court and Lincoln Avenues. The main railroad right-of-way 
runs diagonally from southeast to the northwest. The surviving Rock Island depot is located between Fourth 

 
3 Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street, 20-21. 
4 Besides Shelbyville, there are several other examples in southern middle Tennessee, all laid out between 1810 and 
1812. See Edward T. Price, “The Central Courthouse Square in the American County Seat,” originally published in 
Geographical Review (January 1968). Reprinted in Dell Upton and John Vlach, eds., Common Places:  Readings in 
American Vernacular Architecture (Athens, GA:  University of Georgia Press, 1986), 12, 134-135. 
5 Malin, “Kansas:  Some Reflections on Culture Inheritance and Originality,” Journal of the Central Mississippi Valley 
American Studies Association 2 (Fall, 1961), 14-15. 
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and Third Streets. Downtown commercial investment resulted in the development of adjacent business blocks 
in the 400 block of Lincoln and four sides of the courthouse square. 
 
Landmark buildings that helped define the historic architectural character of downtown Clay Center include the 
Clay County Courthouse (1901), the U.S. Post Office (1913), and the Carnegie Library (1912). Other 
character-defining commercial buildings include the People’s National Bank (510 Lincoln, 1917), First National 
Bank (440 Lincoln, c. 1910), Selts Block (418-420 Lincoln, c. 1884), and Rex Theater (519, c. 1920). 
 
As a district, the historic downtown buildings reflect a cohesive tradition of constructing adjacent one-and-two-
story commercial masonry buildings in close-packed blocks. This is most apparent in the 400 block of Lincoln 
Avenue and the west side of Fifth and the north side of Court Streets. Based on the seven aspects of integrity, 
the district retains an excellent level of integrity of location, setting, feeling, and association. The level of 
integrity of materials is generally good. Because of alterations to individual contributing buildings, the level of 
integrity of design and workmanship varies from fair to good. Overall, the level of integrity of materials, design, 
and workmanship in the district is good. 
 
Buildings evaluated as contributing usually have been altered over time. Many of the alterations reflect 
changes common to historic commercial buildings in Kansas as storefronts and facades were modernized with 
contemporary materials and designs. Often, ornamental details, especially from the late nineteenth century, 
have been lost. Some of these alterations detract from or obscure the historic architectural character of certain 
buildings, but many of the alterations are reversible. Rehabilitation of these buildings could change their status 
and eligibility for rehabilitation tax credits. Acceptable alterations for contributing buildings generally include 
windows that are covered but retain the original openings and recessions, additions which are secondary to the 
main block, alterations to non-street-facing elevations, and storefront alterations provided that the transom 
outlines and other major architectural divisions of the storefront are evident. In a few examples, the historic 
facades have been stuccoed or covered with metal panels. Stuccoed masonry buildings may contribute 
depending on the age of the treatment; metal-covered storefronts usually do not contribute to the architectural 
character of the historic district. 
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List of Properties – Proposed Historic District (55 contributing, 2 NR-listed, 24 non-contributing, 1 statue, 1 site, 83 total) 
 
 
District 
# 

Address Historic Name Arch. Style Construction 
Date 

Eligible KHRI Inventory # 

1 812 4th Nyberg Garage Commercial Style c. 1930 Contributing 027-279 

2 810 4th Clay Center Milk 
Co. 

Commercial Style c. 1930 Contributing 027-278 

3 401 Court Masterson Gas 
Station 

Spanish Eclectic c. 1926 Contributing 027-187 

4 405 Court Cash Hardware Commercial Style c. 1930 Contributing  027-277 

5 411 Court Dollar Cleaners Commercial Style c. 1930 Contributing 027-276 

6 415 Court Clay Center 
Steam Laundry 

Commercial Style c. 1930 Contributing 027-275 

7 417 Court  Commercial Style c. 1929 Non-contributing 027-274 

8 427 Court City Hall & 
Auditorium 

Other 1937 Non-contributing 027-273 

9 429 Court Times Building Commercial Style c. 1910 Contributing 027-271 

10 801 5th Hanna Building Classical Revival c. 1917 Contributing 027-204 

11 803 5th  Italianate c. 1885 Contributing 027-205 

12 805 5th  Italianate c. 1885 Contributing 027-206 

13 807 5th  Italianate c. 1887 Non-contributing 027-207 

14 811 5th  Italianate c. 1895 Non-contributing 027-208 

15 816 5th Bonham Opera 
House 

Commercial Style c. 1886 Contributing 027-210 

16 501 Court  Italianate c. 1884 Contributing 027-211 

17 503 Court  Italianate c. 1884 Contributing 027-212 

18 505 Court  Italianate c. 1884 Contributing 027-213 

19 507 Court  Italianate 1887 Contributing 027-214 

20 509 Court  Italianate c. 1887 Contributing 027-215 

21 511 Court  Commercial Style c. 1908 Contributing 027-216 

22 513 Court  Commercial Style c. 1908 Contributing 027-217 

23 515 Court  Commercial Style c. 1915 Contributing 027-218 

24 517 Court  Commercial Style c. 1920 Contributing 027-219 

25 519 Court Rex Theater Neoclassical 
Revival 

c. 1920 Contributing 027-0980-000016 

26 523 Court I.O.O.F. Building Commercial Style 1912 Contributing 027-220 

27 527 Court  Eclectic c. 1915 Non-contributing 027-221 

28 529 Court  Commercial Style c. 1912 Contributing 027-222 

29 531 Court  Commercial Style c. 1912 Contributing 027-223 

30 537 Court United 
Telephone Co. 
Building 

Commercial Style 1917 Contributing 027-224 

31 806 6th US Post Office Neoclassical 
Revival 

1913 Contributing 027-0980-00007 

32 602 Court Skinner Motor 
Company 

No Style c. 1980 Non-contributing 027-228 

33 720 6th  No Style c. 1929 Non-contributing 027-229 

34 716 6th  Minimal 
Commercial 

c. 1950 Contributing 027-230 

35 714 6th  Mission c. 1940 Contributing 027-231 
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36 712 6th  Minimal 
Commercial 

c. 1950 Contributing 027-232 

37 710 6th Clay Center 
Engraving 
Company 

Commercial Style c. 1930 Contributing 027-233 

38 706 6th Carnegie Library Neoclassical 
Revival 

1912 Listed 6/25/1987 027-0980-00008 

39 540 Lincoln Commercial No style 1990 Non-contributing 027-234 

40 532 Lincoln Commercial Postmodern 2000 Non-contributing 027-235 

41 524 Lincoln Chicago Lumber 
Yard 

Utilitarian 1905 Non-contributing 027-236 

42 518 Lincoln Orr’s Furniture 
City 

Commercial Style 1924 Non-contributing 027-237 

43 512 Lincoln Post Office/Daily 
Republican  

Italianate c. 1887 Contributing 027-238 

44 510 Lincoln Peoples National 
Bank 

Neoclassical 
Revival 

1917 Contributing C027-239 

45 603 5th Marshall 
Implement 

Commercial Style c. 1887 Contributing 027-254 

46 611 5th Sears, Roebuck 
& Company 

Modern/Modern 
Movement 

c. 1950 Contributing 027-255 

47 613 5th Kern Meat 
Market 

Modern/Modern 
Movement 

c. 1917 Non-contributing 027-256 

48 440 Lincoln First National 
Bank 

Neoclassical 
Revival 

c. 1910 Contributing 027-240 

49 438 Lincoln Broughton Music 
Store 

Commercial Style c. 1910 Non-contributing 027-241 

50 436-434 
Lincoln 

Boston Clothing 
Co. 

Commercial Style c. 1884 Contributing 027-242 

51 432 Lincoln  Not Applicable/No 
Style 

c. 1887/ 
c1965 

Non-contributing 027-244 

52 428 Lincoln  Italianate c. 1887 Contributing 027-246 

53 426 Lincoln  Commercial Style c. 1884 Contributing 027-247 

54 420 Lincoln Selts Block Italianate c. 1884 Contributing 027-248 

55 418 Lincoln Selts Block Italianate c. 1884 Contributing 027-249 

56 416 Lincoln  Commercial Style c. 1917 Non-contributing 027-250 

57 412 Lincoln  Italianate c. 1887 Contributing 027-251 

58 406 Lincoln  Italianate c. 1887 Non-contributing 027-252 

59 401 Lincoln Swenson Block Italianate 1885 Contributing 027-265 

60 405 Lincoln Vernor Alquist 
Grocery 

Italianate c. 1885 Contributing 027-264 

61 407-409 
Lincoln 

 Not Applicable/No 
Style 

c. 1887 Non-contributing 027-262 

62 413 Lincoln  Italianate c. 1887 Contributing 027-261 

63 415 Lincoln  Not Applicable/No 
Style 

c. 1887 Non-contributing 027-260 

64 419 Lincoln  Italianate c. 1887 Contributing 027-259 

65 423 Lincoln  Minimal 
Commercial 

c. 1975 Non-contributing 027-258 

66 431 Lincoln Union State 
Bank annex 

Neoclassical 
Revival 

c. 1911 Contributing 027-257 

67 701 5th Union State Italianate/Classical 1918 Contributing 027-196 
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Bank Revival 

68 705 5th Clay Co Office 
Building 

Eclectic c. 1884 Non-contributing 027-197 

69 707 5th Times Steam 
Printing 

Commercial Style c. 1886 Contributing 027-198 

70 709 5th  Commercial Style c. 1886 Non-contributing 027-199 

71 713 5th  Italianate c. 1884 Contributing 027-200 

72 717 5th  Commercial Style c. 1900 Contributing 027-201 

73 719 5th  Commercial Style c. 1900 Contributing 027-202 

74 721 5th Gollober Building Commercial Style 1914 Contributing 027-203 

75 422 Court Schaubel 
Building 

Commercial Style 1910 Non-contributing 027-270 

76 420 Court Schaubel 
Building 

Commercial Style c. 1950 Contributing 027-269 

77 416 Court Schrader Auto 
Co. 

Commercial Style c. 1909 Contributing 027-268 

78 412 Court  Other-Utilitarian c. 1950 Non-contributing 027-267 

79 400 Court  Other-Utilitarian c. 2000 Non-contributing 027-266 

80A 712 5th Clay County 
Courthouse 

Richardsonian 
Romanesque 

1900 Listed 1/29/1973 027-0980-00006 

80B 539 Lincoln Clay County Jail Vernacular c. 1898 Contributing 027-0980-00004 

80C Block 37 Soldiers 
Memorial 

-- 1911 Contributing 027-192 

80D Block 37 Courthouse 
Square 

landscape 1862 Contributing -- 

 

 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018  
     

Clay Center Downtown District  Clay County, Kansas 
Name of Property        County and State 

 

9 
 

The following inventory of buildings includes the address, historic name if documented, construction and 
alteration dates in parenthesis. Also, a brief description of each building with architectural style, if evident. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICT PROPERTIES 
 
1.  Nyberg Garage, 812 Fourth Street, KHRI# 027-279    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1930 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style   
 Documentation:  Photo #32, Sanborn maps 1917, 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description: This is a rectangular one-story brick and concrete block masonry building oriented east-west with 
a flat roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. The main west elevation has a three-
bay front with a storefront entrance to the south flanked by two-part display windows. There is a garage 
entrance with a contemporary overhead door to the north. There are seven windows and a rear entrance in the 
south elevation. 
 
History:  In the 1917 Sanborn map, a one-and-a-half-story wood-frame dwelling was recorded at this location 
as 814 Fourth Street. In the 1930 map, a one-story brick building with steel roof trusses was shown at 814 
Fourth Street. Both the Weethee Motor Company and the Nyberg and Mackender Garage were listed in the 
1930 telephone directory. Only the Nyberg Repair Shop was listed in the 1941 directory. 
 
Integrity:  This building has excellent architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
2.  Clay Center Milk Company, 810 Fourth Street, KHRI# 027-278   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1930 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style   
 Documentation:  Photo #31, Sanborn maps 1917, 1930. Telephone directories, 1930, 1941. Times 25 
January; 22 March, 14 May 1917. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick and concrete block masonry building oriented east-west 
with an arched roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. The main west elevation has a 
five-bay storefront, two central entrances with glazed wooden doors flanked by paired 1/1 windows. There is 
an aluminum storm door to the south. The storefront façade has smooth-cut stone sills, a flat metal awning, 
raised brick parapet at the eave, and a smooth-cut stone parapet cap. There are six windows and two 
openings filled with glass block in the north elevation. The south elevation has a central side entrance. There is 
a rear wing with a stepped parapet and an addition to the southeast with an attached contemporary carport. 
 
History:  In the October 1917 Sanborn map, this site (Lot 11) was part of a parcel occupied by a one-story 
wood-frame feed store. In the January 1930 Sanborn map, a one-story brick, and tile store was shown at this 
location (811 4th). J. E. Peterson was listed at this address in the 1930 telephone directory, and the Clay 
Center Milk Company was listed in the 1941 and 1950 directories. It appears that the business was established 
earlier. The Clay Center Pure Milk Company was sold to F.E. Freeland of Manhattan by January 25, 1917. 
Later, an associated business, “the Purity Creamery,” was organized in Clay Center. The new creamery was to 
be located “in the cement building, just south of the pop factory [300 block Court], the creamery and the Clay 
Center Pure Milk Co. occupying the same building.” 
 
Integrity:  This building has excellent architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district. 
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3.  Masterson Filling Station, 401 Court Street, KHRI# 027-187   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1926 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Spanish Eclectic style   
 Documentation:  Photo #30, Sanborn map 1917, 1930. “Roadside Kansas,” National Register of 
Historic Places Multiple Property Document. 
 
Description:  This is an example of an early gas station subtype-the Domestic Style, a house with a canopy. 
“A popular trend in the late 1920s was to convey a sense of domesticity and familiar surroundings to appeal to 
auto travelers.”  A typical plan included a small office, storage areas, and restrooms for public use. (See 
“Roadside Kansas,” MRMPDF). This is a rectangular one-story brick and tile building with a flat roof oriented 
obliquely on the corner of Fourth and Court. The building has a projecting canopy to the southwest on two 
tapered posts with a mock hipped roof with tile roofing. The main southwest elevation has two central 
entrances flanked by two windows to the northwest and one to the southeast. There is a wing to the southeast 
with a side entrance flanked by two windows and a pair of windows in the southeast elevation, one with 9/1 
double-hung sash, the other is infilled with plywood. The building has a later garage addition with two garage 
door openings with overhead doors to the northwest. The addition is concrete block construction with a flat 
roof.  
 
History:  In the 1917 Sanborn map, this site was occupied by a one-story wood-frame building for feed sales. 
In the Sanborn Insurance rates booklet, the property was listed as Masterson Filling Station with a correction 
date of April 2, 1926. In the January 1930 Sanborn map, 401 Court was recorded as a one-story brick and tile 
building with a wood-frame canopy oriented diagonally to the intersection. The southeast section was shown 
as a store. The garage to the northwest appears to have been added after 1950. 
 
Integrity:  Although this building is deteriorated, it has fair architectural integrity and is a contributing property 
in the historic district. 
 
 
4.  Cash Hardware, 405 Court Street, KHRI# 027-277    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1930 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style   
 Documentation:  Photo #29, Sanborn maps 1917, 1930. Telephone directories, 1930, 1941. 
 
Description: This is a rectangular one-story double-front brick and concrete block masonry building oriented 
north-south with a flat roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. In the main south 
elevation, there are two central entrances flanked by display windows and an adjacent garage opening to the 
east. Storefront transoms are covered with plywood, and there are flat metal awnings. The façade has raised 
brick ornamentation are the eave. There is a two-part display window in the west side elevation. 
 
History:  In the 1917 Sanborn map, a one-story wood-frame feed store was shown at this address. By January 
1930, the Sanborn map recorded a one-story brick building with a tile partition wall as 405-407 Court Street. 
This building was listed as Cash Hardware in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories. 
 
Integrity: This building has good architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district 
 
 
5.  Dollar Cleaners, 411 Court Street, KHRI# 027-276    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1930 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style   
 Documentation:  Photo #29, Sanborn maps 1917, 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
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Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick and concrete block masonry building oriented north-south 
with a flat roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. This is the east half of a building 
with a double storefront. In the main south elevation, there is ornamental raised brick coursing at the eave. The 
façade has an asymmetrical three-bay storefront with a contemporary glazed entrance door, bays infilled with 
wood and small two-light windows. There are two contemporary shed awnings.  
 
History:  In the 1917 Sanborn map, a small one-story concrete block building (vacant) was shown at this 
address. By January 1930, the Sanborn map recorded a one-story brick building with a tile partition wall as 
409-411 Court Street. This building was listed as Dollar Cleaners in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories 
 
Integrity:  This building has good architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district 
 
 
6.  Clay Center Steam Laundry, 415 Court Street, KHRI# 027-275   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1930 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style   
 Documentation:  Photo #29, Sanborn maps 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick and tile block masonry building oriented north-south with a 
flat roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. In the main south elevation, the building 
has a three-bay front, a central entrance with a glazed wooden entrance door flanked by display windows, 
transom, smooth-cut sills and lintel, and an ornamental corbeled brick course at the eave. There are ten 
window openings and three side entrances in the west side elevation. There is a gable-roofed rear wing to the 
north.      
 
History:  The property at 415-417-419 Court Street was shown as the Leipensberger Lumber Company in the 
1911 Sanborn map. In the 1917 map, it was the Kansas Lumber Company with a broad stone and brick 
building occupying Lots 14-15-16. In the 1930 Sanborn map, however, a one-story building with a brick front 
and tile side and rear walls was shown as a “steam laundry” addressed as 413 Court Street. There was no 
listing in the 1930 telephone directory, but 415 Court was listed as the Clay Center Laundry in the 1941 
directory 
 
Integrity:  This building has good architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
7.  417 Court Street, KHRI# 027-274      Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c.1929 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style   
 Documentation:  Sanborn maps, 1917, 1930. Telephone directories, 1930, 1941. 
 
Description: This is a rectangular one-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. The front is stuccoed, and there is a stone masonry rear section. It is a one-part commercial block 
building type. There is a three-bay front with a recessed central entrance flanked by display windows and brick 
bulkheads. The entrance has a contemporary glazed entrance door, and the storefront has a contemporary 
shed awning.  
 
History:  The property at 415-417 Court Street was shown as a one-story brick restaurant in the January 1930 
Sanborn map. There was no listing in the 1930 telephone directory, but it was listed in the 1941 directory as 
Wimpy’s Café. 
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Integrity:  Because of the storefront alterations, this building is a non-contributing property in the historic 
district.  
 
 
8. City Hall & Auditorium, 427 Court Street, KHRI# 027-273  Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  1937 
 Current Function:  Government 
 Architectural Classification: Other  
 Documentation:  Photo #28, Sanborn maps 1917, 1930. Clay Center Dispatch 27 May, 1937, 1970. 
“The City of Clay Center:  A Beauty Spot in Kansas” (1937).    
 
Description:  This is a three-story rectangular brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. There are three recessed bays on the first floor of the 
main south elevation. The façade has a central entrance with paired metal-framed entrance doors and 
sidelights, flanking metal-framed display windows, ornamental tile bulkheads, and four projecting piers. The 
second and third-floor façade has a corrugated metal screen with screened panels over the former window 
openings. There are sixteen-light and four-light metal-framed second and third-floor windows in the west 
elevation. In the rear north elevation, there are two metal exterior stairways-one from the second floor to the 
east and one to the roof to the west. 
 
History:  In 1936, the original city building at this location was replaced by a large new city hall and auditorium. 
The early city building was shown as the City Fire Department in the 1911 Sanborn map with the city clerk’s 
office shown in the east part in the 1917 Sanborn map. The “new city hall” was dedicated on May 25, 1937. A 
photograph of this building with a 1936 date plaque and a projecting metal awning in the central bay appeared 
in a 1937 souvenir pamphlet. Profits from the city’s municipal power plant were invested in the construction of 
“the beautiful new municipal building.”  It appears that the metal façade screen was installed c. 1968. A 
“remodeled” city hall opened for public viewing on June 4, 1970. 
 
Integrity:  Although this building appears to have good architectural integrity, because of the contemporary 
façade screen, this building is a non-contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
9. Times Printing Company, 429 Court Street, KHRI# 027-271   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1910 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial Style 
 Documentation:  Photo #27, Sanborn maps 1917, 1930. Telephone directories, 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a two-story rectangular brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. It is a one-part 
commercial block building type. There is a three-bay front, recessed side entrance to the east with six-light 
metal-framed windows to the west. The main south elevation has a smooth-cut stone water table, sills, 
ornamental pilaster caps, upper ornamental raised brick belt courses, brick panels, a raised central pier, and a 
smooth-cut stone parapet cap. The entrance and trim have been altered; there is a paneled wooden entrance 
door with a contemporary glazed panel. 
 
History:  In the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps, this was shown as a one-story brick building housing a printing 
business. 429 Court was listed at “The Times” in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories. 
 
Integrity:  This building has very good architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic 
district. 
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10. Hanna Building, 801 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-204     Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1917 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Classical Revival style 
 Documentation:  Photo #12,13. Sanborn maps 1917, 1930. “Souvenir and Program, Clay Center’s 51st 
Anniversary Celebration., “A New Bank for County of Clay,” Clay Center Dispatch 7 February 1907. 
 
Description:    This is a rectangular two-story masonry building with a smooth-cut stone veneer and a flat roof 
and parapet. The main east façade is an enframed block building type. The east façade has two pairs of 
second-floor windows with transoms surrounded by pilasters surmounted by an ornamental frieze with “1917 
Hanna.”  The ornamental parapet has two recessed panels and three short piers. The first floor storefront has 
a metal-framed south side entrance and north display window. Both have fabric awnings. The south elevation 
has four bays divided by pilasters. Each bay has two windows with transoms below a simple ornamental 
entablature. The first floor of the south elevation has two storefronts with contemporary metal-framed doors 
and windows. The second and fourth bays have large display windows. The third and fourth bays have fabric 
awnings. Stacked pilasters ornament each bay of the south elevation. 
 
History:  This building was constructed in 1917 for George Hanna, who served as mayor of Clay Center (date 
plaque on the building). This building was completed by July 27, 1917, when the corner was shown in a 
photograph published in the “Souvenir and Program, Clay Center’s 51st Anniversary Celebration.”  It was 
described on the 1930 Sanborn map as a stone-faced building with a bank in the southeast corner and four 
storefronts on the south elevation. At the beginning of the twentieth century, George W. Hanna was the cashier 
of the Union State Bank (501 Court). George Hanna sold his interest in January 1907 and established another 
bank in the brick building he owned at the corner of Fifth and Court Street. This building may have been 
remodeled in 1917. Brothers George, John, and James Hanna, with 116 others, secured a charter for the 
Farmers State Bank. The Dispatch reported, “the organization of the new bank is said to be the outgrowth of a 
town row. George Hanna was interested in the Union bank and is also mayor of Clay Center. It is said that the 
president and assistant cashier of the bank [Union] were against Hanna in many things he attempted to do as 
mayor of the city, as manager of the bank, and as head of the electric light fight. The president of the Electric 
Light company finally purchased Hanna’s interest in the bank at a good figure and Hanna resigned... Mr. 
Hanna says arrangements have been completed for the organization of a new state bank with $25,000 capital, 
which will be the largest state bank in Clay county.”  The new Famers’ State Bank opened May 1, 1907.  
   
Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
11. 803 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-205       Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1885 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade   
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #12, 13, Sanborn maps 1884, 1887, 1893, 1899, 1911, 1917, 1930; “Souvenir 
and Program, Clay County’s 51st Anniversary Celebration” (1917). 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. The second 
floor of the main east façade has been stuccoed. The four-second floor window openings with projecting 
ornamental hoods are covered with wood. There is an ornamental projecting pressed metal eave cornice. The 
first floor storefront has a side entrance to the second floor, a central recessed contemporary metal-framed 
entrance flanked by display windows, a wood-covered transom, and tile bulkheads.  
 
History:  This appears to be the building shown in the 1885 Sanborn map as a billiard parlor with a 
dressmaker’s shop on the second floor. In the 1887 Sanborn map, it was shown as a grocery and as a bakery 
in 1899-1905. The building was listed as Musselman’s Bakery in the 1906 city directory and as the Bon Ton 
Bakery and Confectionary in the 1910 directory. The 1917 Sanborn map shows a rear addition. The building 
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was shown in a 1917 photograph published in the “Souvenir and Program, Clay County’s 51st Anniversary 
Celebration.” 
 
 
Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
12. 805 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-206       Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1885 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade  
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #13 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. The second 
story of the main east façade has been stuccoed. The second floor has three window openings with projecting 
ornamental hoods. There is an ornamental pressed metal eave cornice. The first floor storefront has a north 
entrance door and a contemporary recessed central entrance flanked by display windows. The transom is 
covered with wood with the “Dispatch” name in the covering and stuccoed bulkheads. 
 
History:  This appears to be the building shown in the 1885 Sanborn map as a furniture store with an 
upholstery shop on the second floor. The 1906 and 1910 city directories listed the Clay Center 
Dispatch/Dispatch Publishing Company at this address. In the 1906 directory, the Western Breeders Journal 
was also listed. The building was shown in a 1917 photograph published in the “Souvenir and Program, Clay 
County’s 51st Anniversary Celebration.” 
 
 
13. 807 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-207      Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade   
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #13, Sanborn maps 1885, 1887, 1893, 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948, “Souvenir and 
Program, Clay County 51st Anniversary Celebration: (1917). 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building in a row with a flat roof and parapet. The 
second story of the main east façade has been stuccoed. It has three window openings with projecting hoods 
that have been covered with wood. There is a projecting pressed metal ornamental eave cornice. The first floor 
storefront has been infilled with contemporary board and batten siding, two paired casement windows and a 
projecting wood shingle covered awning.  
 
History:  This appears to be the building shown in the 1887 Sanborn map as a restaurant with a dentist’s 
office on the second floor. The building later housed several businesses, including a plumbing shop in the 
1930-1948 Sanborn maps. The building was shown in a 1917 photograph published in the “Souvenir and 
Program, Clay County’s 51st Anniversary Celebration.” 
 
Integrity:  Although the building is more than fifty years old, alterations such as the removal of ornamentation, 
window infill, and stuccoing the brick façade have made it non-contributing. 
 
 
14. 811 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-208      Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1895 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade   
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #13, Sanborn maps 1899, 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948, 
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Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. The second 
story of the main east façade has been stuccoed. The second story has five boarded window openings 
surmounted by corbeled brick detailing at the eave. The first floor storefront had a contemporary recessed, 
central display windows, and a contemporary glazed garage door to the north. The first floor openings are 
framed by contemporary brick detailing. There is a contemporary wood shingle awning that extends south to 
807 Fifth Street. The north elevation is covered with metal with one door and window opening. The rear west 
façade is brick with an oblique entrance to the northwest. The west elevation had four factory-style windows in 
the second story and three narrow window openings in the first story.    
 
History:  Originally, this building was two storefronts, 809-811 Court Street. This appears to be the building 
shown in the 1899 Sanborn map as a dealer in agricultural implements and buggies. In the 1906 city directory, 
S.W. Engler, a dealer in implements and wagons, was listed at 811-813 Fifth Street. Later Sanborn maps show 
an office addressed at 809 Fifth. The building’s interior had wood posts and a metal ceiling. The 1917 Sanborn 
map shows the building as a garage with a capacity of twenty-five cars, auto parts storage on the second floor. 
The building had a cement floor and electric lights. 
 
Integrity:   Although the building is more than fifty years old, alterations such as the removal of ornamentation 
and stuccoing the brick façade have made it non-contributing. 
 
 
15. Bonham Opera House, 816 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-210    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  1886, 1925 
 Current Function:  Vacant/Not in use   
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #14, Sanborn map 1885, 1887, 1893, 1917, 1930, 1948. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular three-story brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. The main 
west facade has two upper stories with six boarded window openings. The openings have flat brick lintels with 
stone ornamentation and stone sills. The first floor of the west façade has contemporary end entrances to the 
north and south. The first floor storefront window openings have been infilled, but there are three small 
contemporary windows. The storefront has a contemporary stone facing and a wood shingle awning. The north 
elevation is stuccoed. It has one entrance on the first floor, two entrance openings on the second floor, and 
one entrance opening on the third floor. The north elevation has a metal fire escape. The south alley elevation 
has window openings on the first floor, eight windows on the second floor, an entrance opening, and three 
window openings on the third floor. The textured brick of the main west façade appears to be newer than the 
brick in the south elevation. 
 
History:  The Bonham Hotel and Opera House were built in 1886. The hotel adjacent to this building was 
demolished in 1954. By 1930 the opera house had been converted to a lodge hall. According to a typescript by 
Claire Lindall, the opera house was rebuilt to house offices and beauty shops in 1925. It appears that the 
present form and façade date from 1925. 
 
Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
16. 501 Court Street, KHRI#027-211        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: c. 1884 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade   
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #15, 16, Sanborn map 1885, 1887, 1893, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is a 
two-part commercial block type. The building is stuccoed. The main south façade has three second-story 
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windows with arched stone hoods and stone sills. Window sashes are replacements with transoms. The eave 
cornice is ornamented with three recessed brick panels and a pressed metal cornice. The south first floor 
storefront has faux stone pilasters and bulkhead surrounding a recessed central entrance. The west elevation 
has seven second floor boarded window openings and cornice similar to the south elevation. The first floor 
west storefront had a north entrance flanked by display windows and glazed tiles. There is a central boarded 
arched window flanked by two boarded doors in arched openings and a boarded arched window opening to the 
south. The contemporary storefront treatment continues around the southwest corner. The rear north elevation 
has a boarded second story door and two window openings. The first floor north elevation is stuccoed. 
 
History:  This appears to be the building shown in the 1885 Sanborn map as a bank with a residence on the 
second floor. The rear section of the building had a harness shop in the first story and an office in the second 
story. The building was shown as Union State Bank from 1901 through c. 1918.  
 
Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
17. 503 Court Street, KHRI#027-212       Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: c. 1884 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade  
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #15, 16, Sanborn map 1885, 1887, 1893, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is a 
two-part commercial block type. The main south façade has three second-story windows with arched stone 
hoods and stone sills. The eave is ornamented with three small recessed panels and a paneled projecting 
cornice. The first story storefront has a contemporary central recessed entrance flanked by display windows 
with a historic tile floor and stone veneer bulkheads. There is an east entrance door to the second floor. There 
is a full-width fabric awning. The rear north elevation is stuccoed. The first floor of the north elevation has a 
central entrance door flanked by boarded windows. The north second story has a boarded door, and two 
boarded windows.  
 
History:  This appears to be the building shown on the 1885 Sanborn map as a store selling groceries and 
general merchandise. The second story was a lodge hall. Twichell Bakery was listed at this address in the 
1906 city directory, and the Glidden Bakery was listed in the 1910 directory. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
18. 505 Court Street, KHRI#027-213        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: c. 1884 
 Current Function: Commerce/Trade  
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation: Photo 16, Sanborn map 1885, 1887, 1893, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is a 
two-part commercial block type. The second story of the main south façade is stuccoed. Three second-story 
windows have arched hoods. The eave is ornamented with three recessed brick panels and a paneled cornice. 
The first floor has a recessed central entrance flanked by display windows above brick bulkheads. The 
storefront is clad with contemporary metal sheathing. The rear north elevation is stuccoed with two windows 
and one door on both floors; all openings are boarded and stuccoed.     
 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018  
     

Clay Center Downtown District  Clay County, Kansas 
Name of Property        County and State 

 

17 
 

History:  This appears to be the building shown on the 1885 Sanborn map as a store selling clothing and 
farming goods with a Masonic Hall on the second floor. The W.F. Eaton grocery was listed at the address in 
the 1910 city directory.  
 
Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
19. 507 Court Street, KHRI#027-214        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade   
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation: Photo #16, Sanborn map 1885, 1887, 1893, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is a 
two-part commercial block type. The main south face has three second-story windows with arched stone hoods 
and stone sills. The eave is ornamented by a paneled brick belt course, three recessed brick panels, and a 
paneled cornice with ornamental brick detailing, and a slighting projecting belt course. The first floor has a 
recessed central entrance ornamented by glass block piers. There are flanking display windows and wooden 
bulkheads. There is a wooden entrance door to the west. The rear north elevation has a side entrance and 
window; both have been infilled.   
 
History:  This building was shown in the 1887 Sanborn map as “to be bakery.”  The 1899 map listed the 
building as a bakery with a G.A.R. hall on the second floor. The building was listed as a meat market in the 
1905-1949 Sanborn maps. The People’s Meat Market was listed at this address in the 1906 city directory, and 
the Clay Center Telephone Company was listed on the second floor. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
20. 509 Court Street, KHRI#027-215        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #16, Sanborn map 1885, 1887, 1893, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is a 
two-part commercial block type. The second story of the main south façade is stuccoed. The four second-story 
windows have arched hoods, also stuccoed. The eave is ornamented with four recessed brick panels, corbeled 
brick belt course, full-width recessed panel, and slightly projecting brick cornice. The contemporary storefront 
has two recessed entrances, stone bulkheads, wood infill, and a window to the east. The rear north elevation is 
stuccoed. This elevation has two 2/2 second-story windows and contemporary addition. 
 
History:  This appears to be the building shown in the 1887 Sanborn map, probably constructed with 507 
Court, the adjacent building to the west. The 1889 Sanborn map shows the building as a store selling second-
hand items with a hall on the second floor. The 1910 city directory listed the business as W.S. Martin, the 
second-good seller. The 1899 Sanborn map shows the building as stone masonry construction, and 1905 
shows it as stone construction with brick veneer. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
21. 511 Court Street, KHRI#027-216        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1908 
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 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification: Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #17, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick masonry in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is an 
enframed window wall building type. The main south façade has a brick eave cornice ornamented with three 
recessed brick panels and brick detailing at the eave. The storefront has been infilled with wood siding, a 
contemporary central glazed entrance door flanked by display windows, three small windows, and a transom 
infilled with synthetic material. The north rear elevation has additions constructed of tile, concrete, and metal. 
The east wall of the main block has four window openings. Large openings in the east wall of the additions 
have been infilled and contain two windows.    
 
History:  This building first appears on the 1911 Sanborn map as a pool hall. By 1930 the building had been 
expanded with an addition that included a bakehouse with a brick oven. The 1948 Sanborn map shows 
another addition for a garage. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
22. 513 Court Street, KHRI#027-217        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: c. 1908 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick masonry in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is an 
enframed window wall building type. The main south façade has an eave cornice with ornamental brick 
detailing. The storefront has been infilled with a contemporary recessed entrance to the east and a wooden 
wall with three narrow windows to the west. The north rear elevation is covered with contemporary metal 
sheathing.      
 
History:  This building first appears on the 1911 Sanborn map as an office.  
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
23. 515 Court Street, KHRI#027-218        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1915 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick masonry in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is an 
enframed window wall building type. The main south façade has an eave cornice with ornamental brick 
detailing. The storefront has been infilled with a contemporary board and batten wall with two recessed 
entrances flanked by narrow windows. There is a contemporary metal shed awning. The rear north elevation is 
brick. There is a wood-frame shed addition with a side entrance to the west.     
 
History:  This building first appears on the 1917 Sanborn map as the Western Union Telegraph office and an 
undertaking establishment. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
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24. 517 Court Street, KHRI#027-219        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: c. 1920 
 Current Function:  Government  
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation: Photo #17, Sanborn map 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:   This is a rectangular one-story brick masonry building in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is 
an enframed window wall building type. The main south façade has an eave cornice with ornamental brick 
detailing. The transom is covered with metal. There is a contemporary recessed central entrance with paired 
doors flanked by display windows above wood bulkheads. The rear north addition is tile block masonry 
constructed sometime between 1930 and 1948.    
 
History:  This building first appears on the 1930 Sanborn map.  
 
Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
25. Rex Theater, 519 Court Street, KHRI#027-0980-00016    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: 1920 
 Current Function:  Recreation and Culture 
 Architectural Classification:  Neoclassical Revival style 
 Documentation:  Photo #17, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick building with a flat roof and parapet. The main south façade 
is clad in buff brick. The building was “restored” in 2018. The west and east storefronts have entrance doors 
with display windows surmounted by multi-pane transoms. There is a recessed central entrance crowned by a 
simple stone frieze and covered by a flat stained-glass and metal awning. The first floor storefront has a central 
ticket booth flanked by tile flooring, glass entrance doors, and stained glass transoms. The north rear elevation 
is brick with two rear entrances with contemporary metal doors. 
 
History:  The Rex is the only remaining movie theater in Clay Center. It is an example of a “combination 
house,” typically constructed after World War I and “equipped with a full complement of stage equipment as 
well as a screen and projectors” to show both vaudeville performances and the silent films that were gaining 
popularity. In 1929 the building was leased to Midland Theatre and Realty Company (associated with the Fox 
Chain). The Rex Theater has been renovated several times in the twentieth century:  1949, 1974, 1984, and, 
most recently, in 2018.  
 
Integrity: Compared to a historic photograph from 1920, the present south façade has relatively good 
architectural integrity. The building is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
26. I.O.O.F. Building, 523 Court Street, KHRI#027-220     Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: 1912 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #17, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:    This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-
part commercial block type. The main south façade is brick with two pairs of second-story windows with flat 
lintels and stone sills. The eave cornice has coursed brick detailing with a central square step. At the eave, 
there is a central stone plaque “A.D. 1912,” and there is a second-story stone plaque, “I.O.O.F.”  The first floor 
storefront has a side entrance to the west and a central recessed entrance with brick bulkheads and flanking 
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display windows. The transom is covered with “Idle Hour” in the center, and there is a flat metal awning. The 
north rear elevation has two outer doors and two windows. The first floor had a central door, three windows, 
and an exterior stair to an upper door to the east. There is a contemporary metal cellar door and cover to the 
west. The first-floor interior has ornamental pressed metal ceilings approximately sixteen feet tall.    
 
History:  According to a 1914 article, the “new” Odd Fellows halls were dedicated in November 1912. As 
reported, “This building is in all respects modern and is one of the best constructed buildings in the state.”  It 
was shown on the 1917 Sanborn map as the Candy Kettle Restaurant and Confectionary on the first floor with 
an ice cream factory in the basement. The second floor was a lodge hall for the International Order of Odd 
Fellows. The 1948 Sanborn map shows the building with a bowling alley. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
27. 527 Court Street, KHRI#027-221       Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1915 
 Current Function:  Domestic 
 Architectural Classification:  Eclectic style 
 Documentation:  Photo #17, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry in a row with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part 
commercial block type. The second floor of the main south façade has two tripartite windows. The wall is 
sheathed with asbestos shingles. There is a mock hipped awning covered with shingles at the eave. The first 
floor storefront has two asymmetrical storefronts with a central recessed entrance and transom flanked by 
display windows and bulkheads to the east. The transom is covered with wood. The west storefront has a side 
entrance with a display window and a transom covered with wood. The north rear elevation is brick with an 
overhead garage door entrance. The rear east wall is stone. It appears that the asbestos shingles on the main 
south second-floor façade were added before 1968 (photo, CC Historical Museum), possibly in the 1950s 
when this material was widely popular. 
 
History:  This building first appears on the 1917 Sanborn map as a motion picture establishment with a 
tobacco shop in the southeast corner. A 1917 photograph shows the west storefront with a projecting “Rex” 
sign. The Rex Theater moved west to a new building in 1920. The 1930 Sanborn map shows the building 
housing a candy kitchen in the north rear section and two storefronts in the main south section. 
 
Integrity:  Because of alterations to the main south façade, this is a non-contributing property in the historic 
district. 
 
 
28. 529 Court Street, KHRI# 027-222        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1912 
 Current Function: Commerce-Trade  
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This building is now included in a parcel with 531 Court Street. It is a rectangular two-story brick 
masonry structure in a row with a flat roof and parapet. This is a two-part commercial block building type. The 
main south façade is brick with two boarded window openings on the second floor. There is an eave cornice 
with ornamental coursed brick detailing. The first floor storefront has painted brick bulkheads and piers with a 
recessed side entrance and two adjacent display windows infilled with glass block. The north rear elevation is 
brick with a large window infilled with wood. 
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History:  This appears to be the building shown at this location in the 1911 Sanborn map, “From Plans.”  The 
1917 map shows the west section of the building as vacant and an optical shop in the east section. The 
Sanborn maps show the building with two storefronts until 1948 when it was shown as a single store. The 
property was occupied by Clay Center Auto Parts c. 1968. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
29. 531 Court Street, KHRI#027-223        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1912 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade  
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This building is now included in a parcel with 529 Court Street. It is a rectangular two-story brick 
masonry structure in a row with a flat roof and parapet. This is a two-part commercial block building type. The 
main south façade is brick with four large boarded window openings on the second floor. There is an eave 
cornice with ornamental coursed brick detailing. The first floor storefront has painted brick bulkheads and piers 
with a recessed central entrance and transom flanked by three display windows and a side entrance to the 
east. The three-light side entrance door has a transom. The storefront transom is covered with metal. The east 
side elevation is stuccoed on the first story. The north rear elevation is brick with two large windows infilled with 
wood and a metal rear entrance door. The side parapet steps down from south to north on the east elevation. 
 
History:  This building appears in the 1911 Sanborn map, “From Plans.”  The 1917 Sanborn map shows the 
west section of the building as a drug store with the east section as a grocery. Sanborn maps show the 
building with two storefronts until 1948, when it was shown as a single store. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
30. United Telephone Company, 537 Court Street, KHRI#027-224   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  1917 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #18, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building on a raised basement with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. The main south elevation has a four-bay façade with a 
side entrance to the west. The entrance has stone steps, molded stone pilasters, and crowned by a projecting 
triangular pediment with the date, “1917.”  The basement is faced with smooth-cut stone. The three first floor 
windows have a wooden sash, transoms, segmented brick and stone lintels and stone sills. There is a smooth-
cut stone belt course that continues in the west and east side elevations. The second floor has four wooden 
windows with brick lintels ornamented with a stone keystone. 
 
The eave is accentuated by a recessed brick panel ornamented with stone, a projecting cornice molding, and a 
parapet with stone coping and a central stone plaque, “1917.”  The east elevation has six first floor windows. 
The second floor has two paired and three single windows. The north section of the east elevation has a rear 
entrance door and two windows on the first floor and a contemporary wood-frame addition on the second floor. 
The west elevation has the same window configuration as the east elevation with an entrance in the second 
bay of the first story. The west window openings have stone sills and no ornamental lintels. The north elevation 
has a contemporary entrance on the first floor and an overhead garage door to the west. There is an exterior 
metal stair leading to a rear entrance door flanked by two windows in the second story addition. There is a 
contemporary metal outbuilding northwest of the main block with three overhead doors in the east elevation.  
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History:  This building was constructed in 1917 as the United Telephone Company exchange. There is a date 
plaque (1917) on the building.  
 
Integrity:  This building has excellent architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
31. U.S. Post Office, 806 Sixth Street, KHRI#027-0980-00007   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  1913 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade  
 Architectural Classification:  Classical Revival style 
 Documentation: Photo #4, 6, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story building on a raised basement oriented north-south with a 
monumental projecting central entrance bay to the south and a second central entrance to the west. There are 
three-recessed bays in the east elevation. The building has a low hipped roof and parapet. It is a buff brick 
masonry construction with a smooth-cut stone foundation and ornamentation. The south elevation has three 
bays, and the entrance bay has fluted columns supporting an ornamental frieze with raised carved stone 
detailing inscribed “Post Office.”  The molded entrance has contemporary metal-framed paired entrance doors 
and a transom. The five-bay west elevation is outlined with pilasters and molded window openings. There are 
six-light sash on the first floor and four-light sash on the second floor surmounted by an ornamental eight-light 
upper fixed sash. The upper openings on the first floor have been infilled. There are concrete steps, pipe 
railings, and an ADA ramp leading the west entrance. The recessed bays in the east elevation have one-story 
sections on the first floor. There is a one-story brick wing with flat roof projecting from the northeast corner of 
the main block. 
 
History:  Planning for construction of an impressive Post Office and Federal building in Clay Center began as 
early as 1910. According to an announcement in the Clay Center Times on July 11, 1912, “contractor E.A. 
Rogers came in from Chicago the first of the week to superintend the work at the new post-office building.”  By 
March 6, 1913, a report in the Times commented that the building would be completely finished and turned 
over to the government about the middle of May. “The inside of the post office is beautiful, and Clay Center will 
have a building of which the whole country can be proud.” 
 
Integrity: This building has excellent architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
32. Skinner Motor Company, 602 Court Street, KHRI#027-228  Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1980 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade   
 Architectural Classification:  No style 
 Documentation:  Non-historic 
 
Description:  This is a contemporary rectangular building with a shed roof oriented east-west and set back 
from Court Street. It is wood frame construction with a concrete foundation sheathed in plywood with battens. 
There are mock front shed and hipped shingled awnings. The building has three office suites-two in the main 
north elevation and one in the west elevation. There are glazed wooden entrance doors, 1/1 windows to the 
north, and a larger picture window to the west.  
 
History:  In the 1917 Sanborn map, a one-story brick Standard Oil Company station was recorded at this 
location. This building is a relatively recent construction. 
 
Integrity:  This building is less than fifty years old and is a non-contributing property in the historic district. 
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33. 720 Sixth Street, KHRI#027-229       Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1929 
 Current Function:  Health Care 
 Architectural Classification:  No style 
 Documentation:  Photo #6, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular building with a gable roof oriented east-west. It is a one-part commercial 
block building type. The main west elevation has a gray brick front which continues around the north and south 
walls. The north elevation has a rear stuccoed wall, and the south elevation is brick with an infilled window 
opening. The main west façade has a central entrance with a glazed entrance door flanked by two large 
windows. 
 
History:  In the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps, there was a one-and-half-story wood frame dwelling at this 
location. In the January 1930 Sanborn map, a one-story tile “store” was recorded at this address. The present 
façade appears to date from c. 2000. 
 
Integrity:  Because the main west façade of this building has been altered, this is a non-contributing property 
in the historic district. 
 
 
34. 716 Sixth Street, KHRI#027-230        Status: Contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1950 
 Current Function:  Unknown 
 Architectural Classification:  Minimal Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #6, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular building with a gable roof oriented east-west. It is a one-part commercial 
block building type. There is a recessed central entrance with glass block sidelights. The building has unusual 
oblique corner windows. There is contemporary corrugated roofing and gable end sheathing. In the rear, there 
is a rusticated concrete block outbuilding with a gable roof oriented north-south. The outbuilding has two 
garage door openings in the north elevation.   
 
History:  In the 1917 Sanborn map, a one-and-a-half-story wood frame “boarding house was recorded at this 
address. That building remained in the 1930 Sanborn map. Later, the Hamburger Inn was listed at this address 
in the 1930 telephone directory. This building appears to date from c. 1950. 
 
Integrity:  Because the roof of this building has been altered, this building is a non-contributing property in the 
historic district. 
 
 
35. 714 Sixth Street, KHRI#027-231        Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  1940 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Mission style 
 Documentation:  Photo #6, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular building oriented east-west with a flat roof and parapet. It is a one-part 
commercial block building type. The main west façade is brick masonry with concrete block side and rear 
walls. The central entrance has a glazed wooden entrance door and transom flanked by wood windows. The 
main west façade is ornamented by a brick soldier course and panel, corner brick piers, a mock shed front roof 
with brackets, and tile roofing. There are seven windows in the south elevation. There is a side entrance to the 
southwest and two garage entrances in the rear east elevation.  
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History:  Flick’s Lunch was recorded at this address in the 1941 telephone directory. The Kohlmeyer Hatchery 
was listed in the 1950 telephone directory. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
36.  712 Sixth Street, KHRI# 027-232       Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1950 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Minimal Commercial 
 Documentation: Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story building with a flat roof and parapet oriented east-west. It is a 
one-part commercial building type. The building has a brick front with concrete block side and rear walls. The 
main west façade has a central entrance flanked by two large display windows. The façade has a mock shed 
awning above the windows and a tile parapet cap. There is a northeast entrance in the rear east elevation and 
windows in the east and north elevations.  
 
History:  In the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps, there was a two-story wood-frame building at this address. 
That building housed the F.C. Wernette Photographic Studio which was listed in the 1930 and 1941 telephone 
directories. This building was constructed about 1950 to replace the earlier studio. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
37. Clay Center Engraving Company, 710 Sixth Street, KHRI# 027-233  Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1930 
 Current Function:  Domestic 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style   
 Documentation:  Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, 1948 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular building oriented east-west with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part 
commercial block building type. The building is brick masonry construction with stone ornament on the second 
floor, a stone belt course, stone panels at the eave, and a stone parapet cap. The main west façade is brick, 
and the rear is concrete block construction. The main west elevation has a storefront infilled with wood frame 
and stucco. The first floor has a side entrance to the north, a window to the south, and a shed awning of 
corrugated metal. Replacement windows on the second floor are two-light vertical sash. The north and east 
elevations have some 1/1 windows and two-light replacement windows. The rear elevation has a side entrance 
to the south and garage entrance to the north. The south elevation has 6/1 windows on the first floor with 4/1 
windows and replacement windows on the second floor.  
 
History:  In the 1917 Sanborn map, there was a one-and-a-half-story dwelling at this location. The Clay Center 
Engraving Company was listed at this address in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories. Wilson Engraving 
and Printing was listed at this address, along with Robert Montgomery, DDS, in the 1950 telephone directory. 
 
Integrity:  Despite the infilled storefront and window replacement, the overall architectural integrity is fair to 
good, and this building is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
38. Clay Center Carnegie Library, 706 Sixth Street, KHRI# 027-0980-00008 Status: LISTED 
 National Register listed:  6/25/1987 
 Date of construction:  1912 
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 Architect:  H.B. Winter   
 Current Function:  Education 
 Architectural Classification:  Neoclassical Revival   
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story building on a raised basement oriented north-south with a flat roof 
and parapet. It is a central block with wings building type. The main west façade has a projecting two-story 
central entrance bay with concrete steps leading to an entrance framed by Ionic columns with Doric capitals 
surmounted by a frieze with the title “Carnegie Library.”  The west elevation has large windows on the first floor 
and paired windows on the second floor. There is a stone foundation, sills, lintels, and a ornamental belt 
course at the eave surmounted by a projecting molding. The west entrance and southeast rear entrance have 
contemporary metal-framed doors and transom. There is a rear metal fire escape stair from a central exit on 
the second floor.    
 
History:   A library association was organized in Clay Center in 1887. The community received a $10,000 
Carnegie Library grant in 1909 and construction of the new library was completed in 1912.  
 
Integrity:  The library is listed in the National Register of Historic Places (6/25/1987, Carnegie Libraries of 
Kansas) for its historical association with the Carnegie Corporation Library Building Program and for its 
architectural significance as a building type. The exterior integrity of the structure is excellent and the interior 
floor plan is intact. In 1967 and 1979, the library was remodeled, but most of the interior woodwork remains. 
The library is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
39.  Commercial Building, 540 Lincoln Ave, KHRI# 027-234   Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction: 1990 
 Current Function: Commerce/Trade  
 Architectural Classification:  No Style 
 
Description: This building was constructed in 1990 and is a one-story rectangle oriented E-W. The east/ 
main façade has a central entrance flanked by two banks of metal-framed horizontal window rows. Each bank 
has four windows that wrap around the north and south elevations. Constructed of brick masonry, it has a 
projecting roof on three sides, forming a front awning supported by metal poles. The roof is flat with corrugated 
metal sheathing.  
 
History: Historically, there have been garages at this location since 1911. This building replaced the earlier 
structures. 
 
Integrity: This building is of 1990 contemporary construction and is not associated with the historic period of 
the district. However, it is included within the boundary of the historic district due to its site’s physical 
placement within the district. Historically, Clay Center was developed as a courthouse square plan, excluding 
the southeastern portion of the square is counter to the purpose of the design and plan. Although this building 
is non-contributing, the cohesive continuation of the courthouse square is important to the overall plan, shape, 
and design of the historic district. Therefore, this building does not detract from the overall significance of the 
district, but the site itself is part of the story.  
 
 
40.  Commercial Building, 532 Lincoln Ave, KHRI# 027-235   Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction: 2000 
 Current Function: Health Care 
 Architectural Classification:  Post Modern 
 
Description: The building was constructed in 2000 and is a one-story rectangle oriented N-S. Constructed of 
solid brick front with side entrance and sidelight, the side and rear walls are painted concrete block. There is a 
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brick pillar on the northeast corner that may be older. A rear shed additional has a central entrance on the 
south elevation.  
 
History: The 1911 Sanborn map says this site was occupied by a sash and door warehouse associated with 
the adjacent Clay Center Lumber & Coal Company.  
 
Integrity: This building is of 2000 contemporary construction and is not associated with the historic period of 
the district. However, it is included within the boundary of the historic district due to its site’s physical 
placement within the district. Historically, Clay Center was developed as a courthouse square plan, excluding 
the southeastern portion of the square is counter to the purpose of the design and plan. Although this building 
is non-contributing, the cohesive continuation of the courthouse square is important to the overall plan, shape, 
and design, of the historic district. Therefore, this building does not detract from the overall significance of the 
district, but the site itself is part of the story.  
 
 
41.  Chicago Lumber Co., 524 Lincoln Ave, KHRI# 027-236   Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction: 1905 
 Current Function: Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Utilitarian 
 
Description: The building was constructed in 1905 and is a one, and a half-story rectangle oriented N-S. 
There is a central aisle with garage entrance, office entrance on the west. It was constructed of a wood frame 
with board & batten sheathing on the first floor and lap siding on the second floor. There are two vertical 9-light 
window banks. The front façade features a stepped parapet. The building has a  monitor roof behind the 
façade with seven sets of three double-hung windows on each side. The rear central garage door is 
surrounded by two sets of replacement 9-light windows and asbestos shingle sheathing. On the east side is a 
concrete block shed addition. On the west side is a stuccoed brick addition with recessed paired metal 
entrance doors.  
 
History: Originally, this site was occupied by the Chicago Lumber Company with stacked lumber and sheds 
shown in the 1885 & 1887 Sanborn maps. The large wood-frame lumber yard building was constructed 
between 1899-1905. According to the “Dispatch Industrial Edition, 1914,” the lumber yard was purchased by 
the Clay Center Lumber & Coal Company that incorporated in 1907. Herter Brothers' cement block plan was 
located in the rear (also listed in the 1930 directory). The property was listed as Fullington’s Lumber Company 
in the 1948 telephone directory.  
 
Integrity: This building was constructed in c1905 and does not retain historic integrity. However, it is included 
within the boundary of the historic district due to its site’s physical placement within the district. Historically, 
Clay Center was developed as a courthouse square plan, excluding the southeastern portion of the square is 
counter to the purpose of the design and plan. Although this building is non-contributing, the cohesive 
continuation of the courthouse square is important to the overall plan, shape, and design of the historic district. 
Therefore, this building does not detract from the overall significance of the district, but the site itself is part of 
the story.  
 
 
42.  W.W. Smith & Sons, 518 Lincoln Ave, KHRI# 027-237   Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction: 1924 
 Current Function: Recreation and Culture 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial Style 
 
Description: The building was constructed in 1924 and is a two-story rectangle commercial block-oriented N-
S. It has a double storefront with central entrance, raised brick piers, and belt courses. There are contemporary 
metal display windows, stucco panels, and 6/6 metal-framed replacement windows. There is a date stone 
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(1924-1998) set in the triangular central raised parapet. It is brick masonry construction, the rear south wall is 
stuccoed, and there is corrugated metal eave sheathing. The second-story rear deck is adjacent to the 
building. A second section was constructed c 1941.  
 
History: Although there was an earlier two-story wood-frame building on this site, by May 1905 (Sanborn 
map), the earliest section of this brick building was constructed in 1924 for the W.W. Smith and Sons 
implement business and garage. According to the 1914 Dispatch Industrial Edition, W.W. Smith began the 
business on February 1, 1905. The 1941 Sanborn Map says the original section was used as a garage with a 
capacity od 100 cars. A second brick section was planned for hardware and tractor sales. The double 
storefront is shown in post-1945 photographs.  
 
Integrity: This building was constructed in c1924 and does not retain historic integrity. However, it is included 
within the boundary of the historic district due to its site’s physical placement within the district. Historically, 
Clay Center was developed as a courthouse square plan, excluding the southeastern portion of the square is 
counter to the purpose of the design and plan. Although this building is non-contributing, the cohesive 
continuation of the courthouse square is important to the overall plan, shape, and design of the historic district. 
Therefore, this building does not detract from the overall significance of the district, but the site itself is part of 
the story.  
 
 
43.  Post Office/ Daily Republican, 512 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-238  Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1905 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate 
 Documentation:  Sanborn map 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, Telephone directory 1930, 1941.  
 
Description:  This is a rectangular brick masonry two-part commercial block type with a flat roof and parapet. 
It has a six-bay front with two storefronts and two central recessed entrances.   There is a second floor side 
entrance in the rear. The second-floor storefront had smooth-cut stone sills, arched brick heads, 1/1 windows 
with aluminum storms, and modest brick . In the main north elevation, the east storefront has a recessed 
glazed wooden entrance door, three display windows, and a black tiled bulkhead. The west storefront has a 
contemporary metal glazed entrance door and display windows above a stuccoed bulkhead. The entire 
storefront transom has been covered.    
 
History:  According to Sanborn maps, this two-story brick block was constructed by May 1905. The post office 
was located in the east storefront and a restaurant in the west. The post office was recorded in the 1911 
Sanborn map. A printing business occupied the building in the 1917 Sanborn map. The Dispatch Daily 
Republican was listed at this address in the 1930 telephone directory, and the Daily Dispatch was listed in 
1941.    
 
Integrity:  Although details of the storefront have been altered, the opening remains. Generally, the building 
has good architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the district. 
 
 
44.  People’s National Bank, 510 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-239   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1885, 1917 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Neoclassical Revival 
 Documentation:  Photo #8, Sanborn map 1885, 1887, 1911, 1917, 1930, “Clay Center and Her 
Business Enterprises,” Dispatch 6 April 1899. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story building oriented east-west with a flat roof and parapet. It is a 
two-part commercial block type. In the north elevation, there are five bays with entrances in the fourth and fifth 
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bays, an oblique entrance bay and two bays in the west elevation. The bays are defined by raised smooth-cut 
pilasters with capitals above a smooth-cut stone foundation. Other ornamentation includes smooth-cut stone 
sills, lintels, and an upper belt course with “People’s National Bank” in the frieze and “1917” outlined above the 
oblique entrance. At the eave, there is a projecting cornice with dentil detailing. The brick parapet has stone 
ornamentation. There are contemporary two-part metal-framed display windows on the first floor and 1/1 metal-
framed windows on the second floor. The main block has a one-story brick drive-through attached to the rear 
of the west elevation. 
 
History:  A brick building at this location housing the First National Bank was recorded in the 1885 Sanborn 
map. That building had an oblique entrance with a central stair to the second floor in the west elevation. A drug 
and stationery store occupied the south half of the building facing Fifth Street. It appears that the First National 
Bank moved across Fifth Street to 440 Lincoln. The building at 510 Lincoln was reconstructed in 1917 for the 
People’s National Bank. Besides the datestone, the 1917 Sanborn map recorded a two-story brick building at 
the address “to be bank.”  The People’s National Bank was organized during the settlement period on May 13, 
1885, with H.H. Taylor, president, John Hanna, vice president, and F.H. Head, cashier. J.H. Quimby 
succeeded Tayler as president on January 12, 1886, and L. McChesney became president on March 8, 1889, 
and held this position until 1899. 
 
Integrity:  Although the windows are contemporary replacements, overall, the building has good architectural 
integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
45. Marshall Implement Company, 603 Fifth Street, KHRI# 027-254  Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial Style 
 Documentation:  Photo #19, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description: This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building with a rear one-story addition oriented 
east-west with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. The brick building has 
been stuccoed. An adjacent one-story block to the north has been incorporated. In the main east elevation, 
there is a recessed central entrance with contemporary display windows in the east and southeast elevations. 
Smooth-cut stone panels outline the storefront. There is a flat aluminum awning. On the second floor of the 
main elevation, there are seven window openings infilled with glass block. Four windows in the south elevation 
are infilled with glass block. Windows and an opening on the first floor of the south elevation are infilled. The 
south elevation of the rear addition has a garage door and entrance door to the east with two openings with 
contemporary twelve-light windows. The present storefront and the extended flat awning are changes shown in 
a c. 1968 photograph.   
  
History:  A two-story brick building with a central stair was recorded in the June 1887 Sanborn map at this 
location. It housed harness and printing businesses in the south part and a hardware and queensware store in 
the north with a tin shop in the rear of the building and the G.A.R. Hall on the second floor. In the 1911 and 
1917 Sanborn maps, the building had a buggy and implement business. Later, Marshall Implement and 
Garage was listed at this address in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories. Marshalls Inc. was listed in the 
1950 directory. 
    
Integrity:  The structure of this building dates to the 1880s. Since the treatment of the east and south 
elevations date from before 1968, the present appearance represents the popularity of the Modern/Modern 
movement style. This building is a contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
46. Sears, Roebuck and Company, 611 Fifth Street, KHRI# 027-255  Status:  contributing 
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 Date of construction:  c. 1950 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Modern/Modern Movement style 
 Documentation:  Photo #19, Sanborn 1887, 1911, 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story concrete block building with a brick storefront oriented east-west 
with a flat roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. The storefront has been infilled with 
charcoal-colored brick. There is a recessed central entrance, a two-light window to the south, and a flat metal 
awning.   
 
History:  There were small wood-frame buildings at this location recorded in the June 1887 Sanborn map and 
later in the 1911 Sanborn map. The address was not listed in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories. 611 
Fifth Street was listed as Sears, Roebuck, and Company in the 1950 directory.  
    
Integrity:  Although the storefront has been infilled, the basic form and materials of this building represent the 
period of construction during the 1950s. This is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
47. Kern Meat Market, 613 Fifth Street, KHRI# 027-256   Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1917 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Modern/Modern Movement style 
 Documentation:  Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930, Telephone directory 1930, 1941. 
 
Description: This is a rectangular two-story stuccoed brick and concrete block masonry building oriented east-
west with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. There is a recessed double 
storefront with side entrances with glazed metal entrance doors. There are eight display window bays in the 
first floor. The second-floor façade of the main east elevation is supported on three steel poles, and the façade 
is covered with a corrugated metal screen.  
 
History:  A wood-frame building was recorded at this location in the 1911 Sanborn map. Later, a two-story 
brick building with four storefronts was recorded in the 1917 Sanborn map. The J.E. Kern Meat Market was 
listed at this location in the 1930 telephone directory. Kern Meat and Groceries was listed in the 1941 directory. 
    
Integrity:  Because the first-floor storefront has been altered and the upper façade of the main east elevation 
has been covered, this building is a non-contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
48. First National Bank, 440 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-240   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1910 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Neoclassical Revival 
 Documentation:  Photo #20, Sanborn map 1885, 1887, 1911, 1917, 1930, “Clay Center and Her 
Business Enterprises,” Dispatch 6 April 1899. 
 
Description:  This is a two-story rectangular brick masonry building with a stone foundation oriented north-
south. It is an example of the temple front building type. The central entrance is flanked by ornamental fluted 
columns with capitals surmounted by two tiers of multi-paned windows. The entrance also is accentuated by 
smooth-cut stone pilasters, quoins, a belt course at the eave with a dentil molding and a projecting eave 
molding, a pediment, and an ornamental central gable in the parapet wall. This detailing continues in the east 
elevation. There are 1/1 windows in the first floor in the north elevation, 1/1 windows with four-light sidelights in 
the first floor of the east elevation. There are twelve-light windows with sidelights and transoms in the second 
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floor of the east façade. Also, there is a brick chimney in the rear south elevation with an ornamental stone 
cap.     
 
History:  Taylor’s Block, a two-story brick double-front store building was shown on this corner in the February, 
Sanborn map. In the 1887 and 1899 Sanborn maps, there was a bank in the east half of Taylor’s Block with a 
dry goods store in the west half. That brick building was also recorded in the 1905 Sanborn map. It appears 
that the present building was constructed by December 1911 when it was recorded as a bank. The First 
National Bank was organized in November 1883 with D.H. Myers, president, M.G. Patterson, vice president, 
and F.H. Myers, cashier. As the Dispatch commented, “this bank in a favorite among cattle men of this section. 
President Myers, a pioneer citizen and large landowner of the county, is himself one of the most extensive and 
successful cattle men of the state.”  
 
Integrity:  This building has excellent architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
49. Broughton Music Store, 438 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-241  Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1910 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #21, Sanborn 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930, Dispatch Industrial Edition 
(1914), Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a small rectangular one-story brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. It is a 
one-part commercial block type. The storefront opening has been infilled with plywood and battens. The upper 
part of the main north elevation is brick with an outlined panel and ornamental stone corners, an upper brick 
course with smooth-cut stone parapet cap. 
 
History; It appears that this building was constructed along with the adjacent First National Bank (440 Lincoln 
Avenue) before it was recorded as a jewelry and music store in the 1911 Sanborn map. A photograph of the 
R.L. Broughton Music storefront was shown in the Dispatch Industrial Edition (1914). In the 1930 and 1941 
telephone directories, the E.E. Bennett Jewelry store was listed at this location. 
 
Integrity:  Because the storefront has been completely covered, this building is non-contributing. If the front 
were uncovered in the future and found to be relatively intact, it might contribute to the district. 
 
 
50. Boston Clothing Company, 434-436 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-242  Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1884, c. 1925 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation: Photo #21, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a two-story rectangular brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block type. There are double contemporary metal-framed storefronts with 
recessed central entrances on the first floor of the main north elevation. The second floor has five windows 
with smooth-cut stone sills, 1/1 windows with aluminum storms and ornamental shutters. At the eave, there is a 
soldier brick belt course surmounted by corbeled dentil brick detailing.          
 
History; A two-story brick building with two storefronts and a central stair was recorded at this location in the 
February 1885 Sanborn map. It housed a clothing and furnishings store to the west with an insurance office on 
the second floor. The east front was a drug and stationary store. The west front was recorded as a clothing 
store in the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps. This store was listed as the Boston Clothing Company in the 1930 
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telephone directory. The east front was recorded as a drug store in the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps. The 
east front was listed as the Brooks Suitatorium in the 1930 telephone directory with Dr. F.A. Nelson on the 
second floor. It was Brooks Clothiers in the 1941 directory. 
 
Integrity:  Although the storefront does not represent the period of original construction, the present main 
north façade appears to date from c. 1925 and has acquired architectural significance. This building is a 
contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
51. 432-430 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-244     Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887, c. 1965 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  No style 
 Documentation:  Photo #21, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. There is a double storefront with a central entrance to 
the second floor. The first floor storefronts have contemporary metal-framed fronts with recessed central 
entrances. The main north façade has synthetic square panels on the second floor with a rectangular 
horizontal aluminum grill. The storefront dates from before 1968 (see historic photograph). 
 
History; Wood-frame buildings on this lot were recorded in the February 1885 Sanborn map. A two-story brick 
building with two storefronts, a central stair, and masonry partition wall was recorded in the June 1887 Sanborn 
map. The west front housed a bookstore in 1887. It was a hardware store with a photography studio on the 
second floor in the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps. The Gambles store was listed at this address in the 1941 
telephone directory. In the June 1887 Sanborn map, the west storefront housed a drug store with the post 
office in the rear. The west front had a harness shop in the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps. The G.E. Briner 
photography studio was located on the second floor in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories  
    
Integrity:  Because of the alterations to the first floor storefront and second story façade, this building is not a 
contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
52. 428 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-246      Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #21, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. There is a double storefront flanking a central entrance 
to the second floor. In the main north elevation, the first floor storefront has contemporary display windows and 
glazed metal-framed entrances. Storefront transoms are covered. The second floor has arched 1/1 windows 
with smooth-cut stone sills and ornamental window hoods. There is an ornamental pressed metal bracketed 
eave cornice. 
 
History:  In the June 1887 Sanborn map, a two-story brick building with a central stair was recorded at this 
location. The building housed a boot and shoe store to the east and a hardware store to the west. The east 
storefront was a boot and shoe store in the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps. The west storefront was a grocery 
in 1911 and a barber shop in 1917. In the 1941 telephone directory, the east storefront housed the Mackender 
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Motor Company with offices for Berglund and Rose on the second floor. Henry Drug Store occupied the west 
storefront. 
 
Integrity:  Although the first floor storefront has been altered, this building is a contributing property in the 
historic district.  
 
 
53. 426 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-247      Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1884 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #21, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block type. There is a double storefront with a central entrance to the 
second floor. The first floor storefront has an asymmetrical entrance with a side entrance to the east to the 
second floor. The storefront has contemporary metal-framed glazed entrance doors and display windows. The 
transom is covered. In the main north façade, there are five second floor 1/1 wooden windows, some with 
aluminum storms. There are flat brick lintels above the windows. The second floor façade is constructed of 
multi-colored brick with upper belt courses with dentil detailing outlining the diapered brickwork. There is 
ornamental brick detailing at the eave and parapet. 
 
History; A two-story brick building with a central stair flanked by two storefronts at the location was recorded in 
the February 1885 Sanborn map. A dry goods store was located in the east half and a clothing store in the 
west. The business was recorded as a general store in the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps. 
 
Integrity:   Although the first floor storefront has been altered, this building is a contributing property in the 
historic district.  
 
 
54. Selts Block, 420 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-248     Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1884 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation: Photo #21, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
  
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial building block type. There is a side entrance to the second floor to the 
west. The first floor of the main north elevation has an asymmetrical recessed central entrance flanked by four 
display windows to the east and one window to the west. There are contemporary metal-framed doors and 
display windows. The transom is covered. The second floor façade has four 1/1 windows with smooth-cut 
stone sills and ornamental peaked window hoods. There is a projecting pressed metal eave cornice. 
 
History:  In the February 1885 Sanborn map, this building was shown as the wider east part of a two-story 
brick block with a wood-frame partition dividing the first floor into sections. The west section sold clothing and 
dry goods while the east sold notions. The “Times” printing office was located on the second floor. Those 
businesses were recorded in the 1887 Sanborn map with an “office” on the second floor. In the 1911 Sanborn 
map, the building was recorded as a jewelry store and millinery shop. The building was listed as the Farmers 
Store in the 1930 telephone directory. 
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Integrity:  Although the first floor storefront has been altered, this building is a contributing property in the 
historic district.  
 
 
55. Selts Block, 418 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-249     Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1884 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation: Photo #21, 22, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. There is a recessed central entrance flanked by 
contemporary display windows with ornamental glazed tile bulkheads. The transom is covered. In the main 
north elevation, the second floor had two infilled window openings with smooth-cut stone sills and ornamental 
peaked window hoods. There are painted smooth-cut stone quoins in the west end pier. A projecting 
ornamental pressed metal cornice ornaments the eave. 
 
History: In the February 1885 Sanborn map, this building was shown as the narrower west part of a two-story 
brick block with a one-story brick rear wing. The business sold drugs and stationary. This section of the block 
also was shown as a drug store in the 1887 Sanborn map. According to the 1914 Dispatch Industrial Edition, 
the C.B. Logan Music Company was located at this address. A music store was again recorded int the 1911 
and 1917 Sanborn maps. This may be part of one of the earliest surviving buildings in downtown Clay Center. 
According to the Industrial Edition, H.W. Selts, son of Mrs. I.M. Selts, had occupied the same block in the same 
town since 1874 [This suggests that an earlier possibly wood-frame building on the site that was replaced by 
the existing brick block]  Selts had a jewelry store and, in 1914, lived above in a “large commodious brick, two 
stories, S side Lincoln between 4th & 5th.”  The storefront was listed as a cream station in the 1930 telephone 
directory. 
    
Integrity:  Although the first floor storefront has been altered, this building is a contributing property in the 
historic district.  
 
 
56. 416 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-250     Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1917 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #21, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. The metal I-beam first floor storefront lintel is exposed. 
The storefront has a recessed central entrance with contemporary display windows and bulkheads. The 
second floor of the main north elevation has two tri-partite window ranks with aluminum storms. While the eave 
is covered with corrugated metal, part of an ornamental diapered brick pattern is visible just below.    
 
History; This was one of the last brick buildings to be constructed in the 400 block of Lincoln Avenue. Two 
small wood-frame structures were recorded at this location (414-416 Lincoln) in the December, 1911 Sanborn 
map. This two-story brick building housing a clothes-cleaning business to the east and a bakery to the west 
was recorded in the October, 1917 Sanborn map. This building was listed as Brenner’s Cash Market in the 
1930 telephone directory. 
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Integrity: Because of alterations to the first floor storefront and a metal screen on the eave, this building has 
poor architectural integrity. It is a non-contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
 
57. 412 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-251      Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #21, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description: This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. The first floor storefront of the main north elevation has 
been infilled with brick. A projecting ornamental pressed metal storefront cornice remains. There are four 
contemporary horizontal windows flanking two contemporary glazed entrances. The transom is covered. In the 
second floor façade, there are five window openings with smooth-cut stone sills and flat ornamental window 
hoods.  The openings have been infilled with wood and smaller contemporary 1/1 windows. At the eave, there 
is a projecting pressed metal cornice with a central peak and paired brackets. The rear south elevation has a 
side entrance to the west, a garage entrance, and two windows on the first floor and five infilled windows on 
the second floor.     
 
History; According to the June, 1887 Sanborn map, there was a two-story brick building under construction at 
this location. The east part was to be a confectionary with a hardware store to the west with a one-story brick 
tin shop in the rear. In the 1911 Sanborn map, there was a drug store to the east and a hardware store and 
grocery to the west. In the 1917 Sanborn map, there was a furniture store to the east and a grocery with a rear 
warehouse to the west. 
    
Integrity:  Although the building does have some significant historic architectural elements (cornice, window 
hoods), the existing windows are not appropriate replacements. Window that are compatible with the historic 
façade would be more appropriate replacements in the future. The building is a contributing property in the 
historic district. 
 
 
58. 406 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-252     Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation: Photo #21, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. The first floor of the main north elevation has two 
storefronts with a side entrance to the west and a entrance to the east to the second floor. The west entrance 
has a recessed contemporary glazed metal entrance door and sidelight. There are contemporary display 
windows and a curved fabric awning. The second floor has five window openings infilled with plywood and 
battens. It appears that this building (and the adjacent Tankersley Hotel, now demolished) was stuccoed by c. 
1935 (see historic photograph).    
 
History; In the 1885 Sanborn map, there were wood-frame buildings at this location. A two-story brick building 
with a double storefront was recorded in the June 1887 Sanborn map. There was a office in the east part and a 
grocery in the west. In later Sanborn maps, two stores were recorded with a partition wall only on the first floor. 
There was a printing business to the east and a billiard parlor to the west in the 1911 Sanborn map. There was 
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a cream station to the east and the west part was vacant in the 1917 Sanborn map. The Lincoln Hamburger 
Inn was listed in the east storefront in the 1930 telephone directory. There was no listing for either storefront 
address in the 1941-1970 telephone directories. 
    
Integrity:  Because of the alterations to the storefront, stucco on the second floor of the main north, west, 
south elevations and infilled window openings, this building is a non-contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
59. Swenson Block, 401 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-265    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  1885 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation: Photo #25, Sanborn maps (1885, 1887, 1893, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930). 
Telephone directories (1930, 1941), Dispatch Industrial Edition (1914). 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story double storefront brick masonry building oriented north-south with 
a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. The west storefront in the main south 
elevation has an oblique corner entrance to the southwest with wooden entrance door flanked by sidelights 
and surmounted by transoms. There is a metal corner post, two display windows and brick bulkheads. The 
east storefront has a recessed side entrance with a glazed wooden entrance door and transom, display 
windows, and wooden bulkheads. The transom is covered with corrugated metal and there is a metal awning. 
The second floor façade has six slightly arched window openings with smooth-cut sills and 1/1 wooden 
windows. At the eave, there are two slightly projecting brick belt courses.  
 
The west elevation has two side entrances flanked by windows. One to the south is infilled and one to the north 
has paired 1/1 wooden windows. Entrances have glazed wooden doors. The west façade openings  have 
smooth-cut sills and arched heads with 1/1 wooden double-hung windows. The north storefront has two infilled 
side entrances, a recessed central entrance with a glazed wooden door flanked by four display windows. This 
storefront is infilled with wood. The second floor façade of this storefront has three windows with smooth-cut 
stone sills and arched heads and 1/1 wooden windows.  
 
History:  According to the Dispatch July 16, 1885, “the handsome brick block of Erric [sic] Swenson, just being 
completed at the corner of Lincoln avenue and 4th street, has no little attention of late.”  In the June 1887 
Sanborn map, there was a two-story brick building housing a furniture store to the east and insurance office to 
the west at this address. In the May 1905, the building housed seed and grain storage in the east section and 
offices to the west. There was a furniture store to the east and office to the west in the 1911 and 1917 maps. 
Eric H. Swenson (insurance agent and property owner) was listed at this address in the 1930 telephone 
directory. The Eric Swenson company was listed in the 1941 directory. 
 
Eric Swenson was one of the substantial citizens of Clay Center. In 1871 he became a clerk in a downtown 
store. In 1875 at the age of twenty-one, he formed a partnership with P.M. Wickstrum to operate a general 
store. After six years, the partners sold that business and began to sell insurance and real estate. In 1880 and 
1881, Swenson returned to Sweden and returned with groups of emigrants to settle in Kansas. He was 
president of the Clay Center Commercial Club for six years. Swenson was president of the Union State Bank in 
1914 and a director of seven of “the leading financial institutions in Clay county.”  At the time, Swenson was 
described as “the largest owner of real estate in Clay county, his property including city holding as well as forty 
farms in Clay and adjoining counties.”  
    
Integrity:  Although the building has been stuccoed and openings infilled, this building retains sufficient 
architectural integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
60. Verner Alquist Grocery, 405 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-264   Status:  contributing 
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 Date of construction:  c. 1885 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #24, Sanborn maps (1885, 1887, 1893, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930). 
Telephone directories (1930, 1941). Dispatch Industrial Edition (1914). 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick and stone masonry building oriented north-south with a flat 
roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. In the main south elevation, the first floor 
storefront has a side entrance to the west with a contemporary glazed metal-framed entrance door. There is a 
contemporary rectangular horizontal window in the storefront and a hipped-roof awning with composition 
shingle roofing. One ornamental cast iron corner post is visible. In the second floor façade, there are three low-
arched window openings infilled with contemporary 1/1 metal-framed windows. The eave is ornamented with 
two slightly projecting brick belt courses. 
 
History:  The June 1887 Sanborn map recorded a two-story brick building with a side stair to the second floor 
housing a drug store at this location. In the May 1905, 1911, and 1917 maps., the business was a grocery. The 
Verner Alquist grocery at this address was mentioned in the 1914 Dispatch Industrial Edition. Alquist’s Grocery 
was listed in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories. 
 
Integrity:  Although this storefront has been altered, this building retains its storefront and window openings. 
The integrity is marginal, but this building is a contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
61. 407-409 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-263     Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  No style 
 Documentation:  Photo #24, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick and stone masonry building oriented north-south with a flat 
roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. The main south elevation has a storefront 
with a contemporary metal-framed glazed entrance door and transom with two display windows to the west, 
metal-framed bulkheads, and flanking panels. The upper façade is covered by square metal panels. The 
present façade shared with 409 Lincoln appears to be a relatively recent alteration. 
 
History:  In the June 1887 Sanborn map, a one-story stone masonry building with brick front was recorded on 
the west half of Lot 12 at this location. The building housed a dry goods store and grocery. In the May, 1905 
map, it was recorded as a grocery. In 1911 it was shown as a dry goods store. In the 1917 map, it was 
recorded as a garage with a capacity of fifteen cars. The building was listed as the Lincoln Theatre in the 1930 
telephone directory. It was the Star Theater c. 1954 (see historic photograph). 
    
Integrity:  Although the historic structure remains, the storefront has been altered and covered. This building is 
a non-contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
62. 413 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-261      Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #24, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
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Description:  This is a rectangular two-story stuccoed brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat 
roof and parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. The building has double storefronts flanking a 
central entrance to the second floor. In the main south façade, the east storefront has a side entrance with a 
glazed wooden entrance door , three display windows, and wooden bulkheads. The west storefront has a 
glazed wooden entrance door with a transom flanked by display windows above wooden bulkheads. There is a 
contemporary entrance door to the second floor and a shed storefront awning with corrugated metal roofing. In 
the second floor façade, there are seven 1/1 wooden double-hung windows. At the eave, there is a projecting 
pressed metal cornice with ornamental brackets. 
 
History:  In the June 1887 Sanborn map, a two-story brick building with a central stair flanked by two 
storefronts was recorded. The “New York Store” was located to the east and a clothing store to the west. The 
building was a dry goods store in the May 1905 Sanborn map. In the December 1911 map, three businesses 
were recorded:  furniture to the east, dry goods in the center, and a tailor to the west. In the 1917 Sanborn 
map, there was a general store to the east and a variety store to the west. The building was listed as the 
Hemphill & Fisher Grocery in the 1930 telephone directory. 
    
Integrity:  Overall, this building has fair architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic 
district. 
 
 
63. 415 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-260     Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  No style 
 Documentation:  Photo #24, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. There is a double storefront. In the main south 
elevation, the first floor storefront is recessed with a recessed central entrance. The building has contemporary 
brick end piers and bulkheads with covered metal-framed display windows. There is a flat projecting metal 
awning. The second floor façade is covered with square synthetic panels outlined by raised rectangular panels. 
There are four covered window openings. It appears that the present façade screen may date from before 
1955 (see historic photo).    
 
History:  In the June 1887 map, a two-story brick building with a central stair flanked by two storefronts was 
recorded on Lot 14. There was a bank to the east and a hardware and tin shop to the west. In the May 1905 
map, there was a jeweler to the east and a furniture store to the west. By 1911 the building was a furniture 
store. The business was listed as P.M. Conrad & Son Furniture in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories. 
    
Integrity:  Because this storefront has been altered and the façade covered, this building has a low level of 
architectural integrity. It is a non-contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
64.  419 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-259      Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1887 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #24, Sanborn 1885, 1887, 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone 
directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description: This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. In the main south elevation, the side entrance gad a 
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paneled glazed wooden entrance door. The storefront is infilled with plywood and two contemporary fixed 
rectangular windows. Three second floor window openings are infilled with wood. These window openings 
have smooth-cut stone sills and keystones set in brick arches. The openings are surmounted by three 
ornamental brick panels and ornamental brick eave detailing.     
 
History:  In the June, 1887 Sanborn map, a two-story brick building with a central stair was recorded on Lot 15 
at this location. It housed a meat market to the east with a millinery shop and candy factory to the west. The 
rear of the west part was described as stone masonry construction. In the 1911 Sanborn map, this building 
housed a tin shop and plumber. Wixom Plumbing Company and the offices of Hosmer & Hosmer were listed at 
this address in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories. 
 
Integrity:  Although the first floor storefront has been infilled, the storefront opening remains and the second 
floor façade has fair architectural integrity. This is a contributing property in the historic district.  
 
 
65. 423 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-258     Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1975 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Minimal Commercial style 
 Documentation: Photo #24. Sanborn map 1917, Dispatch Industrial Edition (1914). Telephone 
directory 1970, 1980. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick and concrete block masonry building oriented north-south 
with a flat roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. There is a central entrance with 
contemporary paired glazed metal-framed entrance doors flanked by three metal-framed display windows. A 
bank of three metal-framed windows is to the east. A display window opening to the west is infilled with wood. 
There is a shingled mock shed-roofed awning on the main south façade. 
 
History:  The present building occupies two lots. In the 1917 Sanborn map, there was a two-story brick 
building recorded on Lot 17 at this location. The west part was vacant, the east part housed a bank, and the 
Masonic Hall was located on the second floor. The “new Masonic Temple” was mentioned in the 1914 
Dispatch Industrial Edition. Also, in the 1917 Sanborn map, a similar two-story brick building with two 
storefronts was recorded on Lot 16 at 425-423 Lincoln. It appears that the Masonic Building was demolished 
and replaced by this building between 1970 and 1980. In the 1970 telephone directory, four businesses were 
recorded at this address. In the 1980 directory, only Wall’s Hardware (current occupant) and Culligan’s Water 
Service were listed. 
    
Integrity:  This building was constructed outside the period of significance and is a non-contributing property in 
the historic district. 
 
 
66. Union State Bank Annex, 431 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-257   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1911 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Neoclassical Revival style 
 Documentation: Photo #23, Sanborn 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 
1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story stuccoed brick masonry building oriented east-west with a flat 
roof and parapet. It is a two-part commercial block building type. In the main south elevation, the first floor 
storefront has a bank of eleven tri-partite contemporary metal-framed windows with a bank of two windows in 
the west alley elevation. The transom is covered. The second floor of the main south elevation has nine 
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contemporary metal-framed windows (1/1 with fixed upper and lower movable sash). At the eave, the building 
has an elaborate molded cornice.  
   
History:  In the May 1905 Sanborn map, there was a one-story wood-frame barber shop at this location with 
some of this part of Lot 18 undeveloped. By the time of the December 1911 Sanborn map, a two-story brick 
building with a central stair was recorded housing clothing and shoe stores. In the 1917 Sanborn map, the 
building had three sections with a barber to the east and clothing store to the west. Young’s Shoe Shine Parlor 
was listed at this address in the 1930 telephone directory. 
    
Integrity:  Although this building has been stuccoed and the storefront has been altered, the historic openings 
remain. The building has fair integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
67. Union State Bank, 701 Fifth Street, KHRI# 027-196    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction: 1918 
 Current Function: Commerce/Trade  
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate, Classical Revival style 
 Documentation:  Photo #9, 10. 1918 Clay County Atlas, Sanborn maps 1885, 1887, 1917, 1930. 
“George W. Hanna, Banker, Town Builder, and Laborers’ Friend,” Dispatch Industrial Edition (1914), “A New 
Bank for County of Clay,” Dispatch 7 February 1907. 
 
Description:  This is a two-story commercial building oriented east-west with an ell plan and flat roof and 
parapet. Main elevations to the east and south have a smooth-cut stone veneer. The main façade to the east is 
an enframed block building type. It has a central arched entrance surmounted by a large second-story window 
flanked by pairs of Ionic pilasters. The ornamental frieze has “Union State Bank” in raised letters under a 
modillion cornice with a balustrade at the eave. The cornice and balustrade continue around the roofline of the 
south elevation. The south elevation has seven bays separated by Ionic pilasters. Bays one and seven have 
entrances with pediments and second story windows. Other bays have first and second floor windows. All 
windows are modern replacements. A second attached rear block (addressed as 431 Lincoln Avenue) has an 
entrance to the east and a storefront opening to the west on the first floor. The entrance has a contemporary 
door and glazing. The west opening has eleven tall contemporary windows crowned with brick. There are nine 
second floor window openings with stone sills surmounted by a historic projecting cornice with dentil 
ornamentation.  This block has a contemporary stucco wall treatment. The west stuccoed wall has two 
windows similar to the storefront and the north stuccoed wall of the ell has five second-story windows. The 
building interior has been modernized. 
 
History:  According to the 1918 Clay County Atlas, this structure was built in 1918 for the Union State Bank. 
There was an earlier commercial building on the site from c. 1880. The building housed the Lee Gramly Drug 
Store in 1914. At the beginning of the twentieth century on May 6, 1901, John McKee, bank president, ex-
county treasurer and postmaster in 1907, and George W. Hanna, cashier, secured a charter for the Union 
State Bank. Mr. Hanna sold his interest in January 1907 and established the Farmers’ State Bank with his 
brothers John and James Hanna. The Dispatch reported, “the organization of the new bank is said to be the 
outgrowth of a town row. George Hanna was interested in the Union bank and is also mayor of Clay Center. It 
is said that the president and assistant cashier of the bank were against Hanna in many things he attempted to 
do as mayor of the city, as manager of the bank, and as the head of the electric light fight. The president of the 
Electric Light company finally purchased Hanna’s interest in the bank at a good figure and Hanna resigned.” 
 
Integrity:  Although this building has been altered, the main elevations have sufficient architectural integrity to 
be a contributing property in the historic district.    
 
 
68. Clay County Office Building, 705 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-197  Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction: c. 1884 
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 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade   
 Architectural Classification:  Eclectic style 
 Documentation:  Photo #9, 10. Sanborn maps 1885, 1887, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular three-story masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. The front has five 
narrow second-story contemporary windows below arched stone lintels. At the eave, there is a projecting 
bracketed cornice with dentil ornamentation. The first floor storefront has a central contemporary entrance with 
a glazed door flanked by full-height contemporary glazed metal-frame windows crowned with brick. Sanborn 
maps and historic photographs indicate that the building is stone masonry construction. Historic photographs 
indicate that the most recent alteration was in 2009.  
 
History:  Originally 703-705 Fifth Street, the Sanborn maps (1885-1899) recorded two businesses in the first 
floor and Clay County offices on the second floor. In the twentieth century, there was a lodge hall on the 
second floor. Directories show H. P. Campbell Clothing addressed at 703 Fifth in 1906 and 1910. The Bee 
Hive Grocery was listed as 705 Fifth Street. In a 1960 photograph, the building was shown as Held’s Drug 
Store. The exterior facade has been incorporated as part of the adjacent Union State Bank.  
 
Integrity:  The building exterior has been significantly altered and is a non-contributing property in the historic 
district. 
 
 
69. Times Steam Printing, 707 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-198    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1886 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade   
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #10, Sanborn maps 1885, 1887, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a one-story brick masonry building, a one-part commercial block type. There is a 
recessed central entrance with tiled bulkheads and contemporary full-height metal-framed display windows. 
The north pier is brick, and the upper façade is brick with a single recessed panel surmounted by a corbelled 
brick cornice. This may date from c. 1917. There is a contemporary shed-roofed awning with wood shingle 
roofing. There is a concrete block rear addition with central entrance flanked by two eight-light metal-framed 
windows.  
 
History:  A building in this location first appears in the 1887 Sanborn map as Times Steam Printing Office. 
From 1899 through 1917, it was shown as a store selling drugs and books. In the 1906 and 1910 directories, it 
was listed as the Central Book and Drug store. From 1930 through 1948, it was a drug store.  
 
Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
70. 709 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-199      Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  1886 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #10, Sanborn maps 1885, 1887, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part 
commercial block with a double storefront. The main east second floor façade is stuccoed with a metal cornice. 
The south part of the building, formerly 709 Fifth, has two double-hung windows on the second floor; the north 
part, formerly 711 Fifth, has three narrow double-hung windows. All of these windows have arched lintels. The 
upper part of the two south openings has been infilled with metal or synthetic material. The first floor 
storefronts have contemporary metal-framed display windows with one recessed entrance south and two 
recessed entrances to the north and a flat metal awning. The north elevation overlooking an alley has four first 
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floor and seven-second floor window openings. These are covered with wood. The rear west elevation is brick. 
Historic photographs indicate that the façade was altered between c. 1962 and 2009.     
 
History:  Formerly 709-711 Fifth Street, two buildings first appear at this location in the 1887 Sanborn map. 
The map depicted a drug store and offices at 709 and a clothing store and offices at 711. Sharpe’s Shoe Store 
was listed at 709 in the 1906 directory, and Louis Kurz, a shoemaker, was listed in the 1910 directory. The 
Great Western Clothing Company and a barber were listed in the two directories at 711. 
 
Integrity:  The building exterior does not retain sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic 
district. 
 
 
71.  713 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-200       Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1884 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade   
 Architectural Classification:  Italianate style 
 Documentation:  Photo #10, Sanborn maps 1885, 1887, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part 
commercial block. The main east façade is stuccoed on the second floor; it has three windows with arched 
brick lintels and stone sills. The window sashes have been replaced. The first floor storefront has a central 
contemporary recessed entrance flanked by large display windows and brick bulkheads. The south elevation 
on the alley has five second-story windows with arched heads and a west entrance and window covered with 
wood. The rear west elevation had door openings to the north on both the first and second floors. There are 
one first floor window and two second story windows. All of the west openings are boarded. 
 
History:  A two-story building at this location appeared in the 1885 Sanborn map. It was shown as a store 
selling hardware and stoves with a tin shop on the second floor. The store was shown as a drug store in the 
1905 through 1948 Sanborn maps. The Gowenlock Drug Company was listed in the 1906 city directory and the 
Palm Drug Store, Thomas Gowenlock, optician, in the 1910 directory. 
 
Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
72. 717 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-201       Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1900 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #10, Sanborn maps 1885, 1887, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a two-story brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part commercial 
block with a double storefront. The second story of the main east façade is brick with two groups of three 
double-hung windows above a continuous stone sill. The façade is ornamented with two panels outlined in 
stone and brick eave detailing surmounted by a stone parapet cap. The first floor storefront has a recessed 
glazed metal-framed door to the south and display windows with stone bulkheads. There is a second floor 
entrance with a glazed wooden door to the south. The storefront has a flat metal awning surmounted by a 
metal awning panel with the name, “Mayo’s” in the center. The west rear elevation is stuccoed with a 
contemporary entrance door.  
 
History:  Originally 715-717 Fifth Street, this building first appears in the 1905 through 1917 Sanborn maps. It 
is listed as a general store. The Robinson-McKenna Mercantile Company was listed in the 1910 city directory. 
According to a 1917 photograph, it appears that the patterned brick façade and window are later alterations. 
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Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
73. Palace Furniture Store, 719 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-202 Status:     contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1900 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #10, Sanborn maps 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930. Dispatch Industrial Edition 
(1914) 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story brick masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part 
commercial block with a recessed central entrance flanked by display windows. The main east façade has two 
window bays on the second floor with two pairs of double-hung windows (transoms covered) with stone sills. 
There is patterned brick detailing at the eave. The first floor walls and bulkheads are covered with synthetic 
material surmounted by a contemporary shed awning. The rear west elevation is stuccoed; it has a first story 
door and window and two second-story windows. All are boarded.    
 
History:  This building first appears in the 1905-1900 Sanborn maps. It housed a furniture store identified as 
Rademacher Furniture in the 1906 and 1910 directories. In the Dispatch Industrial Edition (1914), it was 
identified as the new home of the Starr Mercantile Company. According to the Dispatch Industrial Edition 
(1914), this building housed the Palace Furniture Store, Kincaid and Hoopes, proprietors. Reportedly, the 
business had been established in 1884 by Rhinehart Philip. The building was shown as the Duckwalls’ variety 
store in a 1960 photograph. 
 
Integrity: The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
74.  Gollober Building, 721 Fifth Street, KHRI#027-203    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  1914 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade  
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
 Documentation:  Photo #10, 11, Sanborn maps 1911, 1917, 1930. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular two-story masonry building with a flat roof and parapet. It is a two-part 
commercial block. The building is stuccoed on the upper east façade and west rear façade. On the second 
floor, the main east façade has central paired windows flanked by single windows with stone sills and 
transoms. The name “Gollober 1914” is embedded in the center of the east façade below a shaped parapet 
with coping. On the first floor, there is an office entrance door with transom to the south, display windows with 
prism-glass transoms, and a recessed entrance to the north. The north elevation also has a shaped parapet, 
eight second-story windows with transoms, three small first-story windows, and a display window to the east. 
There is a one-and-a-half-story rear addition to the west with an upper-eave panel with “Gollober 1914,” and a 
stepped parapet in the north elevation. The central entrance in the north elevation is flanked by two lower and 
two upper windows. The rear west brick wall has a central entrance, four first-floor windows, and five second-
floor windows with stone lintels and stone sills. The building interior retains its high pressed metal ceilings. 
 
History:  Although there has been a building on this site since the 1880s, the existing structure has been 
remodeled at least twice in the early twentieth century. As the Dispatch reported on December 18, 1902, 
Johnson, Rose, and Co. intended to move into the “remodeled Gollober building.”  The company planned to 
occupy both floors, including the full upper story of that building “known all these years as Gollober’s hall.”  On 
February 15, 1906, the Starr-Peckham Mercantile Company acquired the Johnson-Rose company and 
occupied the building. The most important renovation was announced on April 30, 1913. Contracts for 
improvements were let on April 2, 1914, to John Kaspar for construction and Miller & Reed for plumbing. As 
the Dispatch-Republican reported on April 30:  Mr. Gollober has decided that “the location of this property and 
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the importance of the business which occupies it, merit a modern application of repairs and so he has 
concluded to do it extensively while he is about it and in such a manner as to make it one of the finest places of 
business in the city.”  On September 10, the Guest dry goods store moved from the Masonic building on 
Lincoln Avenue to the renovated Gollober building. Since its re-construction in 1914, the building has served as 
a clothing store. 
 
Integrity:  The building exterior retains sufficient integrity to be a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
75. Schaubel Building, 422 Court Street, KHRI# 027-270   Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1910, 1921  
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style  
 Documentation:  Sanborn maps 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. The main north elevation is covered with wood 
outlined with wood trim. There is a side entrance to the east with contemporary metal-framed entrance doors 
and display windows. The side entrance to the west is flanked by an infill panel with a square fixed window. At 
the eave, there is a raised horizontal panel and a date plaque set in the ornamental stepped parapet. 
 
History:    In the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps, the building at 422-424 Court was shown as a one-story brick 
garage (capacity 10 cars) with a machine shop in the southeast rear. There is a date plaque in the main north 
façade, “Schaubel, 1921.”  There was no listing for 422-424 Court in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories . 
    
Integrity:  Because the historic façade has been covered with wood frame, this building is a non-contributing 
property in the historic district. The historic brick façade was shown in a 1949 historic photograph. 
 
 
76. Schaubel Building, 420 Court Street, KHRI# 027-269    Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  1947 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style   
 Documentation:  Sanborn maps 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick masonry building oriented north-south with a flat roof and 
parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. There is a side entrance with a wooden glazed 
entrance door, transom, and tile block bulkhead. There are metal-framed display windows and storefront 
transom. There is a date and name plaque (Schaubel, 1947) in the center of the eave parapet. The eave has 
stone and brick ornamentation.  
 
History:  In the 1911 and 1917 Sanborn maps, a one-story stone blacksmith shop was recorded on the west 
half of Lot 6 (address 418 Court). There were no listings for 420 Court in the 1930 and 1941 telephone 
directories.  
    
Integrity:  Although the display windows and transom appear to be replacements, this building has good 
architectural integrity and is a contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
77. Schrader Auto Company, 416 Court Street, KHRI# 027-268   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1909  
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Commercial style 
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 Documentation: Photo #26, Sanborn map 1911, 1917, 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
Dispatch Industrial Edition (1914). 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story brick and stone masonry building oriented north-south with a flat 
roof and parapet. It is a one-part commercial block building type. The storefront in the main north elevation has 
a side entrance with sidelights, an adjacent garage entrance to the east, and contemporary metal-framed 
display windows to the west. The storefront transom is covered with board and batten sheathing. The monitor 
roof behind the front parapet is covered. There is an ornamental toothed brick belt course at the eave and a 
stepped parapet with chimney at the northeast corner. 
 
History:  According to the 1914 Dispatch Industrial Edition, L.P. and F.W. Schrader established the auto 
company in 1909 at this location. It was shown in the 1911 Sanborn map as a garage-a long rectangular 
building constructed of stone with a brick front. In the 1917 Sanborn map, the garage capacity was 25 cars. 
Jevons Store was listed at this address in the 1941 telephone directory. Jevons sold Studebakers and Oliver 
farm equipment (1938 historic photograph).  
    
Integrity:  The historic storefront opening remains although the storefront has been altered. This is a 
contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
78. 412 Court Street, KHRI# 027-267      Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 1950  
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Other/Utilitarian   
 Documentation:  Sanborn map 1917, 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular one-story building oriented north-south with a flat roof and parapet. It is a 
one-part commercial block building type. In the main north elevation, there are three bays with a recessed 
central entrance with paired metal-framed entrance doors, a transom and sidelights. The façade has tri-partite 
display windows and brick bulkheads. The building has corrugated metal sheathing. 
 
History:  Although a wood-frame cabinet shop on the corner and a one-story concrete block building set back 
from Court Street on the rear of the lot were shown in the 1930 Sanborn map, there was no building listed at 
412 Court. There was no listing for this address in the 1930 and 1941 telephone directories.   
    
Integrity:  Although this building may be more than fifty years old, because of the alterations to the storefront 
and the contemporary metal sheathing, it is a non-contributing property in the historic district. 
 
 
79. 400 Court Street, KHRI# 027-266      Status:  non-contributing 
 Date of construction:  c. 2000 
 Current Function:  Commerce/Trade 
 Architectural Classification:  Other/Utilitarian 
 Documentation:  Sanborn map 1930. Telephone directories 1930, 1941. 
 
Description:  This is a rectangular building oriented north-south with a side-gable roof. There are six bays in 
the main west elevation—an office to the north and five service bays with overhead doors. The building has 
corrugated metal sheathing and roofing. West of the building is a flat-roofed canopy on two square posts over 
two rows of fuel pumps. 
 
History:  Non-historic  
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Integrity:  This building was constructed outside the period of significance and is a non-contributing property in 
the historic district. 
 
 
80A. Clay County Courthouse, 712 Fifth Street, KHRI# 027-0980-00006  Status:  LISTED 
 National Register listed:1/29/1973 
 Date of construction:  1900-1901 
 Architect:  J.C. Holland (Topeka) 
 Contractor:  J.C. and H.H. Ziegler and J.T. Dalton of Junction City, A.H. Andrews of Chicago, interior. 
 Current Function:  Government 
 Architectural Classification:  Richardsonian Romanesque/Romanesque Revival 
 Documentation:  Photo #1, 3, Sanborn map 1899, 1905, 1911, 1917, 1930, “Will Be Debt Free,” 
Kansas City Journal 24 April 1901. 
 
Description:  The courthouse is situated in the courthouse square of downtown Clay Center. This is a two-
story rectangular Romanesque style structure with a full basement and attic. There are three slightly projecting 
entrance bays on the south, west, and north sides oriented to the business district and a secondary entrance to 
the east. These entrances are surmounted by raised stone features with ornamental end piers. The exterior 
walls are constructed of rock-faced stone blocks laid in alternating courses of narrow and wider stone for a 
banded effect. This is emphasized by ornamental smooth-cut stone bands each floor line and the roof line. 
Corbeled stone courses accentuate the facades and the roof line. There are replacement windows and 
contemporary metal-framed entrance doors.  
 
History:  Alonzo F. Dexter, one of the founders of Clay Center, donated land for use as a public square. A 
temporary courthouse was built on the northwest corner of the square in 1868 and later county offices were 
housed in different commercial buildings. In July, 1898, Clay County voters approved a mill levy for the 
purpose of building a courthouse. Commissioners accepted the architectural plans of J.C. Holland in January, 
1900. The contract was awarded on August 7 to J.C. and H.H. Ziegler and J.T. Dalton of Junction City for 
$33,770. On August 28, A.F. Dexter and other dignitaries participated in a formal ground-breaking ceremony. 
The contractors commenced work immediately, but after the foundation was completed, they suspended work 
because of bad weather. The commissioners hosted a cornerstone-laying ceremony on April 23, 1901, with 
local citizens participating in a parade, banquet, speeches, and other activities. In September, a contract for 
furnishing the offices and courtroom was awarded to the A.H. Andrews Company, Chicago, for $3,448. County 
officials occupied the building by December, 1901. The final cost was approximately $40,000. 
 
Integrity:  The courthouse is listed in the National Register of Historic Places (1/29/1973) as an excellent 
example of early Romanesque architecture in Kansas. It is a contributing property in the historic district. The 
courthouse, adjacent jail, the courthouse square, and the Civil Soldiers’ Memorial statue are significant 
elements of the district. The exterior architectural integrity is good and the interior plan and features are 
relatively intact 
 
 
80B. Clay County Jail, 539 Lincoln Avenue, KHRI# 027-0980-00004   Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  1898 
 Current Function:  Government 
 Architectural Classification:  Vernacular 
 Documentation:  Photo #2, Clay Center Dispatch 4 May, 4 August 1898 
 
Description:  The main historic block has two rectangular sections oriented north-south with hipped roofs. It is 
constructed of coursed rock-faced stone masonry with a stone water table, sills, and lintels. The front block has 
a projecting bay to the southwest and a one-story enclosed wood-frame shed-roofed section to the southeast. 
The east elevation has two bays in the front block and three bays in the rear block. There is a hipped roof 
dormer in the south elevation, a rear entrance in the west that has been infilled, and the window openings in 
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the former jail have been covered with wood. The contemporary one-story stone addition has a flat roof, an 
entrance in the south elevation with paired metal-framed entrance doors, two rear entrances and replacement 
windows to the west in the north elevation.     
 
History:  On May 5, 1898, the Clay Center Dispatch reported, “Alfred Duffy the stone mason here, went to 
Clay Center Tuesday, where he has a job on the new Clay County jail. On August 4, the Dispatch reported that 
county commissioner “inspected the jail building, along with J.C. Holland, the architect, Geo. Moses, 
contractor, and M.E. Ross, superintendent of the work. Found the work satisfactory and were well pleased with 
the workmanship.”  The two sections of the original block were constructed as a sheriff’s residence (S) with a 
wing for the jail to the north. The one-story contemporary addition (W) appears to date from the 1960s. 
 
Integrity:  Despite the large contemporary addition, the original jail block retains fair architectural integrity. 
With the adjacent National Register listed courthouse and courthouse square, it is a contributing element in the 
historic district. 
 
 
80C. Soldiers’ Monument, Courthouse Square Status:  contributing 
 Date of construction:  1911 
 Current Function:  Commemorative 
 Architectural Classification:    
 Documentation:  Photo #3, G.M. Stratton, “Brief History of the Soldiers’ Monument,” Clay Center 
Dispatch 30 May 1911. 
 
Description:  The Soldiers Monument has a concrete foundation and smooth-cut granite base supporting a 
bronze statue of a Civil War soldier. The monument is located southwest of the Clay County Courthouse on the 
Courthouse Square.  
 
History:  As G.M. Stratton summarized, “for more than a quarter of a century, the soldiers of the Civil War and 
other patriotic citizens of Clay county have had in mind the erection of a monument in honor of those who died 
in the defense of Old Glory during those four years of ’61 to’65.”  Members of Phil Sheridan post, No. 88, 
G.A.R., set aside a fund for the monument on June 23, 1894. Raising more funds proceeded slowly. After 
several years, five G.A.R. leaders organized the Clay Center Monument Association on October 6, 1904 “for 
the erection, maintenance, and support of a monument to commemorate the valor and heroic deeds of the 
soldiers and the sailors of the union in the great Civil war of ’61 to’65.”  The directors requested permission 
from the county commissioners to erect the monument in the courthouse square. The commissioners agreed 
and designated the place in the square where it was to be located. By late November 1910, the monument 
fund had increased to a total of $2,582.25. Since the directors estimated that this amount was more than would 
be required, they decided to purchase a steel flagpole to be erected at some place near the monument. On 
October 29, 1910, the directors submitted specifications for construction of the monument’s foundation to the 
cement contractors of the town. They awarded the contract for the foundation to W.F. Schaubel of Clay Center 
and, later, he proposed to erect the monument according to their specifications at a cost not to exceed $2,300. 
On February 9, 1911, the county commissioners met with the directors to choose another location for the 
monument and agreed to pay for a new foundation. The directors accepted the new location and decided to 
have a hole drilled in the center of the old foundation for the flagpole. The monument and flagpole were raised 
late in April 1911. At the May 3, 1911 directors’ meeting, Mr. Schaubel submitted the invoices and bills for the 
actual cost of the monument ($2,105.30) and the directors authorized his payment. The Clay County Soldiers’ 
Monument and flagpole was dedicated on May 30, 1911.6   
 
Integrity:  The Soldiers’ Monument has excellent integrity and is a contributing element in the historic district. 
 
 
80D. Clay County Courthouse Square       Status:  contributing 

 
6 G.M. Stratton, “Brief History of the Soldiers’ Monument,” Clay Center Dispatch 30 May 1911. 
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 Date of construction:  c. 1862 
 Current Function:  Government 
 Architectural Classification:  N/A   
 Documentation:  William G. Cutler, History of the State of Kansas, “Clay Centre.”  Clay Center 
Illustrated (1901). James C. Malin, “Kansas:  Some Reflections on Culture Inheritance and Originality,” Journal 
of the Central Mississippi Valley American Studies Association 2 (Fall, 1961).  
 
Description:  The square consists of Block 37, Original Town, Clay Center. The square is bounded by Fifth 
Street to the west and Sixth Street to the east and Court to the north and Lincoln to the south. 
 
History:  The town of Clay Center was laid out by the Clay Centre Town Company on June 1, 1862. The 
company was led by brothers John and Alonzo F. Dexter who settled on the site in May 1862. They first hired 
A.C. Pierce, Junction City, to survey the new town and then R. Franken made a second survey and official plat 
of the town.  
 Historically, the plan of downtown Clay Center is an example of the “Shelbyville Square” which includes 
the central Clay County Courthouse. Unlike some other Kansas examples, however, the Clay Center business 
district developed more completely to the west, probably because of the proximity to the railroad, milling, and 
other industrial businesses. Named after the prototype in Shelbyville, Tennessee, the square uses a block of 
the grid plan for a public square. As settlement spread throughout the Midwest, this plan quickly became the 
most common county-seat plan in new counties in most Midwestern states. Some county seats were laid out in 
the Shelbyville pattern as late as 1900.7 
 In an analysis of town planning in early Kansas, historian James C. Malin identified three types of town 
plans:  those oriented to river navigation; to the public square; and to main streets. Malin concluded that the 
town built around a square followed the southern tradition where the county was the minimal unit of local 
government. He believed that this plan type was carried north of the Ohio River along with other cultural traits 
by emigrants to Kansas who were accustomed to the public square orientation. In territorial Kansas, this town 
plan was characteristic of towns founded by free state emigrants. After the Civil War, when the areas of central 
and western Kansas were settled, both the public square and the main street plans were used. 
 
Integrity:  The Clay County Courthouse Square has good integrity and is a contributing element in the historic 
district.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 Besides Shelbyville, there are several other examples in southern middle Tennessee, all laid out between 1810 and 
1812. See Edward T. Price, “The Central Courthouse Square in the American County Seat,” originally published in 
Geographical Review (January 1968). Reprinted in Dell Upton and John Vlach, eds., Common Places:  Readings in 
American Vernacular Architecture (Athens, GA:  University of Georgia Press, 1986), 12, 134-135. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 

 

X 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 
B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 
  

   

 
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 
   

 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

 

Areas of Significance  

 

COMMERCE 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

 

Period of Significance  

1882-1970 

 

 

Significant Dates 

 1882, 1887 

 

 

Significant Person  

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

J.C. Holland (architect) 

J.C. and H.H. Ziegler, J.T. Dalton 

(contractors) 

 

 

 
Period of Significance (justification) 
(1882-1970)  The period of significance for the Clay Center Downtown Historic District begins with the approximate date 
when the earliest extant historic brick and stone buildings were constructed (c. 1882). The period of significance ends in 
1970 based on the National Register convention for the evaluation of significance. Only a few existing buildings in the 
district were constructed later than 1970. 
 
Criteria Considerations (justification) 
N/A 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 

(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of 
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 

 
Summary 
The Clay Center Downtown Historic District in Clay Center, Clay County, Kansas, is eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its significant historical association with the 
commerce, economic growth, and urban development of Clay Center during the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century. This district is significant in local history. Also, the Clay Center Downtown Historic District is 
a good representation of significant popular architectural styles during the period of significance. As a whole, 
the district is composed of relatively well-preserved examples of the architectural styles, commercial and 
institutional building types and methods of construction characteristic of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century. A substantial majority of the buildings in the district retain sufficient integrity of location, setting, 
materials, feeling, and association to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
The period of significance (1882-1970) is defined by the construction of the second railroad line to reach Clay 
Center, which stimulated the construction of more permanent brick and stone buildings in the district. The end 
of the period is defined by the fifty-year convention of the National Register for evaluation of significance. 
 
The following history provides a historic context outlining the economic and population growth and urban 
development of downtown Clay Center. This context is based on current knowledge and is subject to revision 
and additions. As the context and building inventory illustrates, the downtown commercial district was the 
economic and social center of the community for most of the history of Clay Center. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
Clay Center was first platted as a townsite in 1862. Clay County was organized in 1866, and the first railroad 
reached the town in 1873. The town was officially organized in 1875. Pierce’s brick block, one of the earliest 
permanent buildings was constructed in 1880. Another railroad, the narrow-gauge Leavenworth & Western, 
reached Clay Center in 1882 and, by the time the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad reached the town 
in 1887, a building boom was well underway. With three brickyards operating in town, many of the masonry 
buildings on Lincoln Avenue and Fifth Street which form the nucleus of the historic district were constructed. 
This development was documented in the 1887 Sanborn Insurance Company map (Figures 1-3). 
 
During the early settlement period, prosperity depended not only on the procession of travelers and 
prospective settlers who used the services of town and hamlets in Clay County, but also early agricultural 
production. There were difficult years for farming in the 1870s. The financial panic of 1873 reduced both 
agriculture and business. Drought in 1875 added to the hardship for early farmers, and many left Kansas with 
few resources remaining. By 1878, however, increasing farm production was documented in the first report of 
the Kansas State Board of Agriculture. 
 
By the early 1870s, the town of Clay Center had about one and fifty residents. Nearly all of the buildings were 
located west of Sixth and south of Court Streets. As one reporter recalled, from the earliest settlement, 
“merchandise had to be hauled by wagons from Manhattan or Junction City, the nearest railroad towns, and 
Clay Center did not grow very fast until it had railroad facilities.”8  Clay Center and Clay County began to 
change dramatically after the first railroad reached the town. In a special election on February 13, 1872, 
citizens approved a bond issue ($175,000) to support railroad construction through the county via Clay Center. 
The first train on the Junction City and Fort Kearney Railroad arrived at Clay Center on January 22, 1873 and 
town remained the terminus of this railroad for several years.9 

 
8 Clay Center Illustrated (Clay Center, KS:  Dispatch Printing, 1901), 6. 
9 Clay County Dispatch 6 July 1876. Clay County Clippings, 1876-1999 (Topeka, KS:  KSHS, n.d.), 5. 
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Clay Center was organized as a city of the third class in 1875. By 1877 Clay Center had a population of at 
least 1,000 residents and possibly 1,200. In that year, a booster described the community, “here is the upper 
end of the Junction City and Fort Kearney Railroad, and it commands the products of the Republican valley for 
sixty and eighty miles. . . the town is in the full tide of the grain trade now, and the business streets are a 
perfect jam from morning to night. Hundreds of grain wagons jog along down the valley from Cloud, Jewell, 
Republic, Mitchell, Smith, and other counties in the splendid upper country. Whole trains of teams come here 
with corn, wheat, rye, barley, sweet potatoes, and fat hogs, and carry back lumber and all kinds of 
merchandise.”10  At that time, Clay Center had “half a dozen grain warehouses, a steam flouring mill, two 
banks, a dozen stores, as many more offices, a fine school house, several churches, and one of the best 
newspapers in the state.”11 
 
For the next ten years, the town grew dramatically and developed the urban form and infrastructure that 
defined the present downtown Clay Center historic district. As the Clay Center Dispatch reported on May 6, 
1880, “the building boom has struck the block in which the Dispatch is located. Workmen has been engaged 
this week moving the two-story frame buildings that have hitherto occupied the ground between our office and 
Fifth street . . . then the dirt will begin to fly for the foundation for Pierce’s brick block. The new building will 
cover all the space previously occupied by all these buildings and will be, when completed the largest business 
house in this valley.”12  As more railroads came to Clay Center, the town continued to grow. The Leavenworth, 
Kansas, and Western Railroad (narrow gauge) reached Clay Center in 1882. Most importantly, the Chicago, 
Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad built its mainline through the town in 1887.13 
 
As Clay Center boomed in the 1880s, town leaders invested in the urban infrastructure. Citizens organized a 
volunteer fire department in 1882. At first, the department stored water in cisterns located in alleys and 
streets.14  In 1883 sixty-five citizens petitioned the City Council for a municipal waterworks system. The council 
met with representatives of the Holly Water Works Company of New York. In December, the council accepted 
the Holly company’s proposal and passed an ordinance granting a franchise. By April 1885, the first water 
main was under construction. The private water company, however, operated for only three years. Eventually, 
Clay Center voters passed a bond issue and the city became the owner of the private waterworks.15 
 
The early building boom that shaped Clay Center peaked about 1888. At that time, the downtown district was 
documented in a series of wood-cut images published in an 1887 promotional issue printed by the Clay Center 
Times. As reported, “Clay County ranks among the best in the state as an agricultural county. . . It has within it 
the largest city in Northern Kansas, Clay Center with 8,000 population [sic], the acknowledged metropolis and 
commercial center of Northern Kansas.”  The author went on to describe the townsite in picturesque terms, 
“the county seat of Clay County, Kansas, is located on a beautiful southern slope which extends from the 
banks of the Republican River on the south to a gradual incline to the high prairie on the north, about one and 
a half miles from the river. In addition to this, Huntress Creek flows along the western side of the city and 
empties into the river just south of the city, thus giving thorough surface drainage and ample opportunity for a 
complete system of sewerage, and arrangements are now being made to put in this improvement during the 
summer of 1888.”16 

 
10 J.B. Moore, “Homes for Thousands in the Beautiful Republican Valley of Kansas,” pamphlet (Topeka, KS:  
Commonwealth Printing House, 1877), 10-11.  
11 Moore, “Homes for Thousands,” 11. 
12 It appears that this article refers to the southeast corner of Fifth Street and Lincoln Avenue. “A Veritable Boom,” Clay 
Center Dispatch 6 May 1880, 5. 
13 Clay Center Historical Society, Clay Center, Kansas Heritage Book (Dallas, TX:  Taylor Publishing Company, 1990), 8. 
14 CCHS, Clay Center, Kansas Heritage Book,9. 
15 “History:  Clay Center, Kansas Public Utilities Commission,” Website accessed 12/29/18 at 
http://www.claycentrpublicutilities.com/history.  
16 “Views of Clay Center, Kansas, Summer of 1887,” Clay County Clippings, KSHS Archives, 241-248; Clay Center 
Souvenir (Clay Center, KS:  Times Printing Co., 1887), 1,3. 

http://www.claycentrpublicutilities.com/history
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Emphasizing the attributes of the community, the reporter described, “in addition to watering our county and 
furnishing our city with drainage, the river furnishes us with an almost inexhaustible water power. . . Among 
some of our conveniences, we will mention our street railway, telephone exchange with 100 subscribers, Holly 
system of water works, our fine churches and school buildings, our good hotels, our magnificent opera house, 
and our electric light plant from which our streets and business houses are lighted... Clay Center is a new city, 
nearly all of it having been built within the past ten years, consequently is bright and clean…  Our business 
houses are mostly built of brick, plate glass fronts, and modern architecture, two to four stories high.”17  By this 
date, the urban plan of downtown Clay Center which was defined by masonry business blocks arranged on 
three sides of the courthouse square and extending west toward the railroad tracks and depots has been 
established.18 
 
In addition to grain mills, a foundry, and a planing mill, by 1887, the people of Clay Center had constructed an 
infrastructure to provide municipal services. The water company had been operating for almost four years. The 
town had a series of hydrants, for use in case of fire, distributed over the city. The electric light plant had been 
operating successfully since July 1886.19  Clay Center had three brickyards that employed “a large force of 
men making the brick for our business buildings and residences. Clay has been recently discovered near our 
city which makes a deep red hard brick, equal to any found in the west for beauty and durability.”20 
 
At this time, some of the town’s boosters believed that Clay Center could become a “second Chicago.”21  At the 
height of the boom, a drought ruined the crops, commodity prices fell abruptly, and farmland wouldn’t sell. The 
new hotels that had been constructed were empty and businesses had few customers. The horse-drawn 
streetcar service was discontinued in 1889 and workers tore up the tracks in 1890.22 
 
Although the population and business growth paused, the town maintained itself and prospered again in the 
1890s. A description in 1891 summarized the town-building progress of Clay Center from settlement to 
maturity. “Situated as it is, in the heart of the beautiful and prolific Republican valley, surrounded by one of the 
best farming communities in Kansas, there is no wonder that her citizens feel proud of the rapid growth Clay 
Center has made in the past few years. Ten years ago, Clay Center was a little country village of only a few 
hundred inhabitants—today it has a population of over 3,000, containing handsome business blocks, two fine 
roller flouring mills, a lovely park in the heart of town, fine water power, handsome residences, beautiful and 
imposing church edifices, and a hotel and opera house that any city of 10,000 inhabitants might well be proud 
of.”23 
 
By 1899, the Dispatch boasted, “like many Kansas towns, several years ago Clay Center had a boom. . . Clay 
Center is the county seat of a most productive county where grain and livestock thrive... We have a fine lot of 
stone and brick business houses and dwellings, good walks, elegant churches, good systems of electric, lights, 
and water works.”24 
 
At the turn of the century, the construction of landmark buildings expressed the prosperity and maturity of the 
town and the local economy. In March 1898, the Clay County Commission awarded a contract for construction 
of a new jail and sheriff’s residence on the courthouse square. The jail was competed by August. Two years 

 
17 Clay Center Souvenir (1887), 1,3.  
18 See Sanborn maps, Clay Center, KS, 1887. 
19 Clay Center Souvenir (1887), 1,3. 
20 Clay Center Souvenir (1887), 3. 
21 Clay Center Dispatch 14 September 1971. 
22 Clay Center Dispatch 14 September 1971. 
23 “More Taffy:  The Editors Continue to Praise the Laudable Efforts of Clay Center,” reprint from Council Grove 
Republican in Clay Center Dispatch 16 July 1891, 2. 
24 “Clay Center and Her Business Enterprises,” Clay Center Dispatch 6 April 1899, 1. 
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late on April 23, 1901, the commissioners laid the cornerstone for a handsome new native stone courthouse 
(extant, National Register of Historic Places). J.C. Holland, a Topeka architect, designed the Romanesque 
Revival style building and Zeigler and Dalton, Junction City, were the contractors. Officials occupied the new 
courthouse in December 1901.25  In 1905, a booklet of photographs portrayed Clay Center at the beginning of 
the early twentieth century.26 
 
By 1914 Clay Center had a population of more than 4,000 residents. As the Industrial Edition reported, the 
town “has the best of schools. . . churches representing thirteen denominations, three weekly and two daily 
newspapers, a well-equipped and capably managed hospital, two public parks, forty miles of cement sidewalk, 
eight miles of water mains, five banks with a combined capital and surplus of approximately $375,000, two 
flouring mills. . . a $60,000 federal building, a $25,000 Carnegie library, free city mail delivery, three theaters, 
many manufacturing enterprises including a broom factory, engraving plant, foundries, monument works, three 
hotels, five elevators, a company of state militia, automobile clubs and in fact everything and more than one 
would expect to find in a city much larger than Clay Center.”27 
 
In the Industrial Edition, the editor boasted that fire insurance rates in Clay Center were lower than any city of 
its size in the state of Kansas. “This is due to the fact that Clay Center’s fire department, while composed 
solely of volunteer members, is recognized as one of the best equipped and most efficient to be found 
anywhere in the country.”28  Organized in 1882, the fire department had forty-five members by 1914. The 
department had its headquarters in the rear of the city building on Court Street. The city building was 
completed early in 1910. As the Dispatch reported March 31, “the new city building will be ready for occupancy 
in a day or so. . . It is well designed for the purposes for which it is intended and will be a great convenience to 
the town in location and otherwise…  The front is twenty by twenty feet, with a big plate glass window and a 
ground class door handsomely finished.”29 
 
After World War I, the new Rock Island Railroad depot was a landmark building constructed in downtown Clay 
Center. The Spanish Eclectic style depot opened early in 1924 to replace an older depot that burned on 
October 24, 1921. After the fire, “the first plans were to immediately rebuild the station on the old site,” but the 
Chamber of Commerce asked to have the new depot built in a different location, “where more room for autos 
and vehicles could be provided.”30  As reported in Rock Island magazine, “the location selected for both the 
freight and passenger stations affords access to and from the business section of the city without crossing any 
tracks.” 
 
As the demand for city services grew in the 1930s, citizens dedicated “a beautiful new municipal building.”  
Nearly 5,000 people went through the city hall during the day and evening of May 25, 1937.31  The reporter 
praised city officials for building a debt-free city hall. In that same year, significant community buildings—City 
Hall, Post Office, Courthouse, Library, and Hospital—were illustrated in a souvenir pamphlet.32 
 
According to the 1940 census, Clay Center had a population of 4,518. The town was describes as the ‘trade 
center for a livestock and agricultural region in northern Kansas comprising about 1,500 square miles having a 
population of approximately 30,000 and embracing all of Clay and parts of adjoining Ottawa, Cloud, 

 
25 “Progressive Clay County and Organization,” Industrial Edition of Clay Center Dispatch 29 January 1914, 4; “Will Be 
Debt Free,” Kansas City Journal 24 April 1901, 2-4, KSHS clipping file. 
26 Clay County Illustrated(Clay Center, KS:P  Dispatch, 1901), 20. 
27 “Clay Center and Her Many Opportunities,” Industrial Edition of Clay Center Dispatch 29 January 1914, 2. 
28 “Clay Center’s Prize Winning Volunteer Fire Department,” Industrial Edition of Clay Center Dispatch 29 January 1914, 
3. 
29 “The City Building,” Clay Center Dispatch 31 March 1910, 5. 
30 “In New R.I. Station,” Clay Center Times 28 February 1924, 1; Raymond Krutsinger, “New Station at Clay Center Is One 
of the Best in Kansas,” Rock Island magazine (September 1924), 19. 
31 “Dedication Draws Crowds to Town,” Clay Center Times 27 May 1937,1. 
32 “The City of Clay Center:  A Beauty Spot in Kansas,” (Clay Center, KS, n.p., 1937), 3, 7. 
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Washington, and Geary counties.”33  Another report from 1940 commented that “the city’s well paved streets, 
its parks, municipal swimming pool, new city auditorium, and its municipal light and water plant, all of which is 
practically paid for, give Clay Center an unique position among its sister cities and stamps at once the 
character of its citizens. The city is able, through the earnings from its light and water plant, to make many civic 
improvements without the necessity of bond issues.”34 
 
National trends that affected downtown Clay Center after World War II were the decline of railroad 
transportation, the development of the state and federal highway system, and the movement of population from 
farms to cities. In Kansas, the construction of new railroads slowed after 1917 and virtually ended by 1930. 
Abandonment of unprofitable branch lines began in the 1930s. During the Great Depression, the financial 
stability of railroads was threatened by increasing competition from automobiles and trucks. The general 
decline in railroad passengers and freight hauling paused during World War II, but the decline resumed after 
the war. Railroad lines in Kansas were abandoned at a slow but steady rate through the 1970s.35  The Rock 
Island ended service in Clay Center in 1979 and the passenger depot eventually was sold to a private owner. 
Clay Center no longer has railroad service. 
 
In 1950 L.F. Valentine, editor of the Clay Center Dispatch, reflected on the transformation of his community 
since he returned to the town on July 9, 1900, after college. In his mind, the most outstanding change was the 
disappearance of the livery stables and the appearance of many garages and auto repair shops.36  
Development of the interstate highway system after 1956 weakened the economic position of railroads and 
accelerated the population movement of Kansans from farms to cities. Throughout the twentieth century, the 
general demographic trend of rural counties losing population affected Clay Center and north-central Kansas. 
In the 1990s, the wheat state lost more and more of its rural population as fewer people operated larger 
mechanized farms. In 1920 there were 167,000 farms in Kansas. By 1996 there were only 64,000 farms. As 
Kansans moved from farms to cities, the northeast and south-central urban areas became more densely 
settled.37 
 
In the post-World War II period, important changes in transportation also impacted the Clay Center downtown 
district. Highway 24, which runs east-west four blocks north of the Courthouse square, was improved and 
diverted long-distance travelers from the downtown district. More and more businesses began to locate along 
Highway 24 in the northwest part of Clay Center. In 1935 a massive flood on the Republican River ruined the 
bridge, which carried Highway 15 through the northwest part of town. After this damage, Highway 15 was re-
routed from Fourth Street to the west to higher ground on Sixth Street to the east. This north-south route now 
follows Sixth Street on the eastern edge of the downtown business district. Through traffic on Highway 15 
separates the Post Office and Carnegie Library from the rest of the district. These changes probably reduced 
traffic and revenues generated for some businesses in downtown, but new businesses also appeared. 
 
While the structural changes affected downtown gradually, the destructive tornado of September 25, 1973, 
happened quickly and unexpectedly. “The tornado raged down Sixth Street about second floor level, dipping 
down briefly to demolish businesses between McBrathney and Lincoln Ave and Sixth Street. It ripped buildings 
for two blocks on either side of its path. Downtown windows were shattered.”  Days after the tornado, the Red 
Cross reported five hundred Clay Center homes were damaged and 80 were destroyed. In the business 

 
33 Union Pacific Railroad, “Clay Center, Kansas,” in Kansas Industrial Properties (Topeka, KS, UPRR, 1940), 1. 
34 Kansas State Planning Board, Works Project Administration, “Industrial Survey of Clay Center, Kansas,” (Topeka, KS:  
August, 1940), 35. 
35 Deon Wolfenbarger, “Historic Railroad Resources of Kansas” National Register of Historic Places, Multiple Property 
Document (2000), E/11-12. 
36 L.F. Valentine, “Fifty Years in Clay Center Sees Many Changes in Scene,” Clay Center Dispatch 8 July 1950, KSHS, 
Clay County Clippings, volume 2. 
37 Craig Miner, History of the Sunflower State (Lawrence, KS:  University of Kansas Press,2002, 337. 
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district, at least eighty offices, shops, and stores were hit.38  A striking aerial view of the destruction was 
published in the commemorative pamphlet published by the Clay Center Dispatch. 
 
Despite contemporary challenges, downtown Clay Center still is an active business district anchored by public 
buildings, including the City Hall, Post Office, Library, and County Courthouse, as well as financial institutions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
38 “the indian was wrong,” [sic] Illustrated pamphlet (Clay Center, KS:  Dispatch, 1973), 4-5. 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 

 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 

 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 

 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 

 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Geographical Data                                                               

 

Acreage of Property Less than 5 acres 

 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
 
UTM References 

    NAD 1927     or   x  NAD 1983 
 
A  14S  661201.6495  4360399.42  I 14S   661591.1061   4360207.633 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

B 14S    661255.185  4360400.596  J  14S   661536.394   4360207.045 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

C  14S  661255.7733  4360380.006  K 14S   661536.9823   4360148.803 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

D  14S   661372.8457  4360380.006  L  14S   661377.5521   4360148.214 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

E  14S  661371.6691  4360403.538  M 14S   661377.5521   4360-80.972 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

F  14S   661422.2632  4360402.361  N  14S   661262.3648   4360092.325 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

G  14S  661422.2632  4360379.417  O 14S   661261.7765   4360149.979 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

H  14S   661587.5764  4360378.829  P  14S   661211.0623   4360152.332 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
The proposed district includes:   
a) the east side of the 700 block Sixth Street and the adjacent Post Office in the 800 block 
b) the north side of the 400 and 500 block Court Street 
c) the Courthouse Square, Block 37, Original Town 
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d) two properties on the east side of the 800 block Fourth Street  
d) the south side of the 400 block Court Street,  
e) both the north and sides of the 400 block Lincoln Avenue 
f)  the west side of Fifth Street, 600 block 
g) the south side of Lincoln Avenue, 500 block 
 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
The proposed boundary includes the concentration of commercial and institutional buildings in the center of downtown 
Clay Center. The U.S. Post Office (contributing) is located at the northeast corner, and the east boundary runs south 
down the alley behind the commercial properties on the east side of Sixth Street to the Carnegie Library (National 
Register-listed). The north boundary runs west down the alley behind the commercial properties on the north side of Court 
Street to Fourth Street and includes two commercial buildings on the north side of the alley. The boundary then runs south 
on the midline of Fourth Street to the alley behind the commercial buildings on Lincoln Avenue. The boundary runs east 
down the alley to the rear of 613 South Fifth, a commercial building, then south behind 603 South Fifth Street, a 
commercial building. The boundary runs north on the midline of Fifth Street to the alley behind commercial properties, on 
the 500 block of Lincoln Ave. The boundary runs on the midline of Sixth Street to the midline of Lincoln Avenue, and then 
east to the alley behind the Carnegie Library, 706 Sixth Street. This district includes the Clay County Courthouse Square 
with the Courthouse (National Register-listed) and the Soldiers’ Monument. 
 
 

11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Dale E. Nimz, Historic Preservation Consultant 

organization For the Clay Center Economic Development Group date  October 15, 2019 

street & number  P. O. Box 1046 telephone  785-863-2078 

city or town   Lawrence state  KS zip code  66044 

e-mail dale.nimz@gmail.com 

 
     

Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name See attached list of property owners 

street & number   telephone   

city or town    state  zip code  

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each digital image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), at 
300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to a sketch map or aerial map. Each photograph must be 
numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of 
the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 

 

mailto:dale.nimz@gmail.com
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Photograph Log 
 

Name of Property: Clay Center Downtown Historic District 

City or Vicinity: Clay Center 

County: Clay State: 
 
Kansas 

Photographer: Michelle Tessaro. Susan Ford 

Date 
Photographed: 2018 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
#  Direction Description 
1 of #32   Clay County Courthouse, 715 Fifth Street, view from S 
2 of #32   Clay County Jail, 539 Lincoln, view from ESE 
3 of #32   Old Soldiers Memorial Statue, view from SW 
4 of #32   U.S. Post Office, 806 Sixth Street, view from SW 
5 of #32   Clay Center Carnegie Library, 706 Sixth Street, view from SW 
6 of #32   East side Sixth Street, 700 block, view from SSW 
7 of #32   Rex Theater, 519 Court Street, view from S 
8 of #32   People’s National Bank, 510 Lincoln, view from WNW 
9 of #32   Union State Bank, 701 Fifth Street, view from SW 
10 of #32   West side Fifth Street, 700 block, view from NE 
11 of #32   Gollober Building, 721 Fifth Street, view from NE 
12 of #32   Hanna Building, 801 Fifth Street, view from E 
13 of #32   West side Fifth Street, 800 block, view from NE 
14 of #32   Bonham Opera House, 816 Fifth Street, view from SW 
15 of #32   501 Court Street, view from S 
16 of #32   North side Court Street (West), view from SW 
17 of #32   North side Court Street (East), view from SE 
18 of #32   United Telephone Building, 537 Court Street, view from S 
19 of #32   Marshall Implement Company, 603 Fifth Street, view from SE 
20 of #32   First National Bank, 440 Lincoln, view from NE  
21 of #32   South side Lincoln, 400 block, view from ENE 
22 of #32   Selts Block, 420-418 Lincoln, view from N 
23 of #32   431 Lincoln, view from S 
24 of #32   North side Lincoln, view from WSW  
25 of #32   Swenson Realty & Insurance, 401 Lincoln, view from S 
26 of #32   Schrader Auto Company, 416 Court Street, view from N 
27 of #32   Times Building, 429 Court Street, view from S 
28 of #32   Clay Center City Hall, 427 Court Street, view from S 
29 of #32   North side Court Street, 400 block, view from SW 
30 of #32   Masterson Filling Station, 401 Court Street, view from NW 
31 of #32   Clay Center Milk Company, 810 Fourth Street, view from W 
32 of #32   Nyberg Garage, 812 Fourth Street, view from W 

  

Figures 
Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below. 
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TM Map and Overview 
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Figure 2 – Boundary Map 
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Figure 3 - Topo Map 
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Figure 4 - Sanborn Map (1887, p. 1) 
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Figure 5 - Sanborn Map (1887, p. 2) 
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Figure 6 - Sanborn Map (1917, p. 5)  
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Figure 7 - Lincoln Avenue & Fifth Street, from East (c. 1908) 
 

 
 
Figure 8 – Lincoln Avenue, from southwest (c. 1910) 
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Figure 9 - West Fifth Street, from Southeast (1908) 
 

 
 
Figure 10 - Fifth Street and Court, from Southwest (c. 1910) 
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Figure 12 - Aerial View, Clay Center, from South (1940) 
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Figure 12 - Aerial View, Clay Center, from Southeast (1940) 
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Figure 13 – North Side Court Street, 400 block (c. 1968) 
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Figure 14 - Aerial View of tornado damage, Clay Center, from Southeast (1973) 
 

 


